
  

 

 

POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 

Thursday, October 8, 2015 

4:00 PM 

VTA Conference Room B-104 

3331 North First Street 

San Jose, CA 

 
AGENDA 

  

3331 North First Street ∙ San Jose, CA  95134-1927 ∙ Administration 408.321.5555 ∙ Customer Service 408.321.2300 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

1. ROLL CALL 

2. ORDERS OF THE DAY- Approve the Consent Agenda  

The quorum requirement for this meeting is: 9 

3. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS: 

This portion of the agenda is reserved for persons desiring to address the Committee on 
any matter not on the agenda. Speakers are limited to 2 minutes. The law does not 
permit Committee action or extended discussion on any item not on the agenda except 
under special circumstances. If Committee action is requested, the matter can be placed 
on a subsequent agenda. All statements that require a response will be referred to staff for 
reply in writing. 

4. Receive Committee Staff Report.  (Verbal Report) (Lawson) 

5. Receive update on Envision Silicon Valley. (Verbal Report) (Haywood) 

6. Receive Chairperson's Report.  (Verbal Report) (Carr) 

CONSENT AGENDA 

7. Approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of September 10, 2015. 

8. INFORMATION ITEM -Receive the Transit Operations Performance Report: Annual 
Report (Fiscal Year 2015). 

9. INFORMATION ITEM -Review the Legislative Update Matrix. 
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REGULAR AGENDA 

10. ACTION ITEM -Recommend that the VTA Board of Directors approve the One Bay 
Area Grant (OBAG) Cycle 2 program structure. 

11. ACTION ITEM -Recommend that the VTA Board of Directors program $502,000 in 
Vehicle Registration Fee (VRF) Countywide Matching funds for the Plans, 
Specifications, and Estimates and Right of Way phases of the soundwall project on I-680 
between Capitol Expressway and Mueller Avenue in San Jose. 

12. INFORMATION ITEM -Receive a presentation on the Transit Ridership Improvement 
Program. 

13. INFORMATION ITEM - Receive an update on the Regional Reports.  (Verbal Reports) 
(Quigley) 

A.  Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC)  

B.  California Transportation Commission (CTC)  

OTHER 

14. Review PAC Work Plan.  (Lawson) 

15. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

16. ADJOURN 

The Consent Agenda items may be voted on in one motion at the beginning of the meeting under 
Orders of the Day. If you wish to discuss any of the Consent Agenda items, please request that 
the item be removed from the Consent Agenda under Orders of the Day, Agenda Item #2. 

 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, VTA will make reasonable arrangements to ensure meaningful access to its 
meetings for persons who have disabilities and for persons with limited English proficiency who 
need translation and interpretation services.  Individuals requiring ADA accommodations should 
notify the Board Secretary’s Office at least 48-hours prior to the meeting. Individuals requiring 
language assistance should notify the Board Secretary’s Office at least 72-hours prior to the 
meeting.   The Board Secretary may be contacted at (408) 321-5680 or 
board.secretary@vta.org or  (408) 321-2330 (TTY only).  VTA’s home page is 
www.vta.org or visit us on  Facebook www.facebook.com/scvta.  (408) 321-2300:   中文 / 
Español / 日本語 /  한국어 / tiếng Việt /  Tagalog. 

 

All reports for items on the open meeting agenda are available for review in the Board 
Secretary’s Office, 3331 North First Street, San Jose, California, (408) 321-5680, the Friday, 
Monday, and Tuesday prior to the meeting.  This information is available on VTA’s website at 
www.vta.org and also at the meeting. 

 



 

 

 
 

POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Thursday, September 10, 2015 

MINUTES 

 CALL TO ORDER 

The Regular Meeting of the Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) was called to order at  

4:05 p.m. by Chairperson Carr in Conference Room B-104, Valley Transportation Authority 

(VTA), 3331 North First Street, San Jose, California. 

  1. ROLL CALL 

Attendee Name Title Status 

Paul Resnikoff City of Campbell Present 
Michael Kotowski (Alternate) City of Campbell NA 
Savita Vaidhyanathan City of Cupertino Absent 
Barry Chang (Alternate) City of Cupertino Present 
Cat Tucker City of Gilroy Absent  
Vacant (Alternate) City of Gilroy - 
Vacant  City of Los Altos - 
Mary Prochnow (Alternate) City of Los Altos Present 
John Harpootlian Town of Los Altos Hills Present 
Vacant (Alternate) Town of Los Altos Hills NA 
Marcia Jensen Town of Los Gatos Present 
Rob Rennie (Alternate) Town of Los Gatos NA 
Carmen Montano City of Milpitas Present  
Garry Barbadillo (Alternate) City of Milpitas NA 
Susan Garner City of Monte Sereno Absent 
Marshall Anstandig (Alternate) City of Monte Sereno Absent  
Larry Carr City of Morgan Hill Present 
Rich Constantine (Alternate) City of Morgan Hill NA 
John McAlister City of Mountain View Absent  
Chris Clark (Alternate) City of Mountain View Present  
Liz Kniss City of Palo Alto Absent 
Cory Wolbach (Alternate) City of Palo Alto Absent 
Charles “Chappie” Jones City of San Jose Absent 

Vacant (Alternate) City of San Jose  - 
Teresa O’Neill City of Santa Clara Present 
Jerry Marsalli (Alternate) City of Santa Clara NA 
Howard Miller City of Saratoga Present 
Rishi Kumar (Alternate) City of Saratoga NA 
Jim Davis City of Sunnyvale Present 
Gustav Larsson (Alternate) City of Sunnyvale NA 
Mike Wasserman SCC Board of Supervisors Present 

A quorum was present. 
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 2. ORDERS OF THE DAY  

 Chairperson Carr welcomed to the meeting Mary Prochnow, representing the City of Los 

Altos and Chris Clark representing the City of Mountain View. 

 M/S/C (Wasserman/O’Neil) to accept the Orders of the Day and approve the Consent 

Agenda. 

3. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 

 There were no Public Presentations. 

4. Committee Staff Report 

 Jim Lawson, Director of Government Affairs and Executive Policy Advisor and Staff Liaison, 

provided a report highlighting the following: 1) the Board of Directors took the following 

actions at the September 3, 2015 meeting: a) approved and adopted the Evaluation Criteria for 

Envision Silicon Valley; b) approved the appointments to the State Route 85 Corridor Policy 

Advisory Board; and c) approved the appointments to the El Camino Real Rapid Transit 

Policy Advisory Board; 2) announced VTA received  two first place awards in the 2015 

AdWheel Awards from the American Public Transportation Association (APTA);                              

3) announced VTA received a $200,000 grant from the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 

Innovative Public Transportation Workforce Development Program; 4) announced the 

resignation of Michael Hursh, Chief Operating Officer, effective September 11, 2015:          5) 

announced the Hispanic Heritage Diversity event will be held on September 23, 2015, at 

VTA’s Auditorium. 

Mr. Lawson introduced Aaron Quigley, Senior Policy Analyst, who provided a brief report 

on the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC), noting California Governor Brown’s 

proposal for increasing funding for transportation. Mr. Quigley further explained how the 

proposal would be funded and how the funds would be distributed.  

Upon Member Miller’s inquiry, Mr. Quigley responded that he would research how the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) would impact the SR 85 project. 

 On order of Chairperson Carr and there being no objection, the Committee received the 

Committee Staff Report. 

Mr. Lawson requested the following items be heard consecutively: Agenda Item #5. Envision 

Silicon Valley and Agenda Item #13. Envision Silicon Valley Preliminary Project List.   

5. Envision Silicon Valley  

John Sighamony, Senior Transportation Planner, provided a brief report noting the draft goals, 

principles and next steps. 

On order of Chairperson Carr and there being no objection, the Committee received an 

update on Envision Silicon Valley. 

NOTE: M/S/C MEANS MOTION SECONDED AND CARRIED AND, UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED, THE 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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The Agenda was taken out of order. 

13. Envision Silicon Valley Preliminary Project List 

 Mr. Sighamony reported on the status and process for the call for project lists.                                  

Mr. Sighamony further reported some Committees’ requests will be reflected in the Project 

List. He explained that the report will still continue to evolve over the next few months.  

Members of the Committee made the following comments: 1) inquired about the intent of the 

project related to the funding put into the project; 2) noted the importance of providing funding 

in areas that are heavily used; 3) inquired about the MTC 2040 and the potential ballot 

measure; 4) inquired about the criteria staff used to determine what will be on the MTC list; 

5) inquired about any fiscal constraints; and 6) suggested including project descriptions.   

Mr. Sighamony noted project descriptions can be available to the public. Mr. Sighamony also 

reminded the Committee that the project list is a very large list, but that it will be narrowed 

down and refined. He further noted that staff is using the evaluation criteria that the Board of 

Directors previously approved.  

Mr. Lawson commented that all agencies had the opportunity to submit projects that they felt 

were important, which is why one agency/city may have included a project and another 

agency/city not include the same project. Mr. Lawson further clarified that the goal of 

Envision Silicon Valley is to identify the critical transportation challenges in Santa Clara 

County. He noted that the overall goal is to narrow down and identify whether projects would 

be available to receive funds from grants, public private partnerships and/or the potential 

ballot measure. Mr. Lawson assured that the Committee will have numerous opportunities to 

provide feedback.  

John Ristow, Director of Planning and Program Development, noted that there are projects in 

the existing Countywide Plan that have not been funded, but previously approved, and rolled 

over to the new list to be prioritized.  

Carmen Montano arrived and took her seat at 4:24 p.m. 

Member Jensen expressed concern about projects on the list that the Town of Los Gatos 

does not support.  

Member Howard commented that the Committee still needs to move it forward to show the 

Board of Directors that the PAC reviewed the list but expressed their concerns.  

Public Comment 

Roland Lebrun, Interested Citizen, inquired about the following: 1) what projects will be 

available for VTA’s budget tool; and 2) the Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP). 

The Committee suggested to send letters to the Board of Directors regarding their thoughts on 

the projects list.  
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M/S/C (Miller/Davis) on a vote of 10 ayes, 2 noes and 0 abstentions to approve forwarding 

the following item to the Board of Directors without a recommendation the List of Projects 

received from VTA's Call for Projects and direct staff to submit the complete list to the 

Metropolitan Transpiration Commission for consideration of inclusion in the Regional 

Transportation Plan.  Further, the Committee noted the following: a) include the projects staff 

need to add but recognizing the list as complete to the best of their knowledge; b) the 

Committee is not endorsing the List of Projects and there are Committee Members who object 

to certain projects on the list. Members Jensen and Chang opposed.   

6. Chairperson’s Report 

Chairperson Carr announced the following: 1) a Board Workshop will be held at VTA’s River 

Oaks Campus on September 25, 2015; and 2) Silicon Valley Leadership Group (SVLG) is 

going to Washington D.C in order to talk about some of the priorities in Santa Clara County 

and requests any elected officials to join them.  

Member Chang requested a brief summary about the September 25, 2015, Board Workshop 

since he will not attend. 

CONSENT AGENDA   

7. Regular Meeting Minutes of August 13, 2015 

 M/S/C (Wasserman/O’Neil) to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of August 13, 2015. 

8. Legislative Update Matrix 

 M/S/C (Wasserman/O’Neil) to review the Legislative Update Matrix. 

9. Review the Legislative Update Matrix 

 M/S/C (Wasserman/O’Neil) to receive the Programmed Projects Quarterly Monitoring 

Report for April-June 2015. 

10. Transportation Assistance Program (TAP) Update 

 M/S/C (Wasserman/O’Neil) to receive an update on the Transportation Assistance Program 

(TAP) for Low Income patrons.  

11. SR 237 Express Lanes FY 2015 Annual Report 

M/S/C (Wasserman/O’Neil) to receive an update on State Route 237 Express Lanes Fiscal 

Year 2015 Annual Report. 

REGULAR AGENDA   

12. 2016 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) Strategy 

 Marcella Rensi, Transportation Planning Manager, provided an overview of the staff report.  
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Public Comment 

 Omar Chatty, Interested Citizen, urged the Committee to help find funding for the two-lane 

corridor on SR 152 and possibly look at the reserves to help start the funding process.  

 Mr. Lebrun suggested partnering with High Speed Rail to look for a new alignment for             

SR 152.  

 Members of the Committee made the following comments:  1) inquired about the possibility 

of partnering with High Speed Rail; 2) requested information regarding the Environmental 

Impact Report (EIR) processes related to dates; and 3) requested information about the death 

rate on 152 and the problems related to the corridor. 

 Mr. Lawson clarified that staff recommendation to the Committee is to continue with the 

priorities listed in the staff report.  Mr. Lawson noted that he would talk with High Speed Rail 

regarding SR 152 to see if there is any opportunity to collaborate with them. He further noted 

that the following information would be provided to the Committee: 1) the EIR process and 

life span; and 2) the death toll rate and any consistent problems on SR 152.  

M/S/C (O’Neil/Carmen) to recommend the Board of Directors approve project priorities for 

State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) funds. 

Member Wasserman left the meeting at 5:03 p.m. 

14. Local Transportation Needs and Priorities Presentation: Sunnyvale 

Member Davis reported on the transportation needs and challenges in the City of Sunnyvale 

and provided a presentation entitled “Mathilda Avenue Improvements at SR 237 and US 101,” 

highlighting: 1) Project History / Background; 2) Project Purpose; 3) Project Location;                    

4) Alternatives Considered For Further Study; 5) Existing Challenges – Mathilda at 101;                   

6) Existing Challenges – Mathilda at 237; 7) Mathilda Avenue (at US 101); 8) Mathilda 

Avenue (at Route 237); 9) Diverging Diamond Interchange; and 10) Project Development 

Process. 

Member Davis noted the biggest challenge for his city is the Mathilda and Highway 101 

interchange. Member Davis further noted possible solutions to help with the congestion in the 

area.  

Public Comment 

Mr. Lebrun requested that the presentation be made available online and suggested having 

express lanes in the area that could be used by buses. 

On Order of Chairperson Carr and their being no objection, the Committee received a 

presentation from the City of Sunnyvale on its local transportation needs, priorities and 

challenges. 
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15. Land Use and Transportation Briefing Series: Mountain View 

Robert Swierk, Senior Transportation Planner, provided a brief overview of the staff report 

and introduced Martin Alkire, Mountain View Principal Planner. Mr. Swierk provided a brief 

presentation, highlighting: 1) Background; 2) Overview of Growth Areas; and 3) Potential 

Transportation Strategies. 

Members of Committee inquired about the following: 1) ways to increase ridership with light 

rail when BART to Silicon Valley is operational; and 2) status of Personal Rapid Transit 

(PRT) in Mountain View. 

Mr. Swierk noted that staff is aware there is a need to close first and last mile gaps. 

Member Davis announced the City of Sunnyvale will be sponsoring a PRT seminar on 

October 8, 2015, and noted everyone is welcome to attend.  

Public Comment 

Mr. Chatty made the following comments: 1) thanked the city of Morgan Hill for their 

decision regarding the Monterey roadways; 2) expressed concern about the dedicated lanes in 

Mountain View; and 3) suggested balancing true land use with real mobility. 

On Order of Chairperson Carr and their being no objection, the Committee received and 

discussed information about land use and transportation in the City of Mountain View. 

16. Dynamic Transit Service Pilot Program Implementation 

Aiko Cuenco, Transportation Planner III, provided a presentation, highlighting:                             

1) Background; 2) First Pilot: VTA Flex – Tasman (Oct 2015); 3) Tasman Zone Flex Stops; 

4) Pilot 1 Fare Structure; 5) Priorities in Service Design; 6) Vehicles; 7) Opportunities for 

Public-Private Partnerships; 8) Measure Results and Improve Service Design; 9) VTA Flex 

vs. Other Ridesharing Services; 10) Future Pilot Applications; and 11) Next Steps.  

Upon Member Chang’s inquiry, Ms. Cuenco responded that the frequency of the vehicles will 

be based on the trip requests.  

On Order of Chairperson Carr and their being no objection, the Committee received 

information on the Dynamic Transit Service Pilot Program Implementation. 

17. Update on iTEAM Activities 

 Mr. Ristow provided a brief overview of the staff report and introduced Nick Saleh, District 

Division Chief, Caltrans, noting the success and the purpose of the program is to allow 

Caltrans to be more involved with VTA.   

 Member Montano thanked Caltrans for the chevron markings placed at the Great Mall 

Parkway ramp in Milpitas. 

 On Order of Chairperson Carr and their being no objection, the Committee received an 

update on iTEAM Activities and Initiatives for Fiscal Year 2016 and Fiscal Year 2017 
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18. Regional Reports Update 

 Chairperson Carr reported the written reports are placed at the table.  

A. Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) 

B.  California Transportation Commission (CTC) 

OTHER 

19. Committee Work Plan 

Public Comment 

Mr. Chatty urged staff to add a topic regarding SR 152 safety and roadway conditions to the 

projects priority list and/or the Committee Work Plan. 

On order of Chairperson Carr and there being no objection, the Committee reviewed the 

Committee Work Plan. 

20. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 There were no Announcements.  

21. ADJOURNMENT 

 On order of Chairperson Carr and there being no objection, the Committee meeting was 

adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 

     

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Theadora Travers, Board Assistant  

VTA Office of the Board Secretary 

 



 

   
 
   

Date: September 28, 2015 
Current Meeting: October 8, 2015 
Board Meeting: N/A 

 
BOARD MEMORANDUM    
 
TO: Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
 Policy Advisory Committee  
 

THROUGH:  General Manager, Nuria I. Fernandez  

FROM:  Chief Operating Officer, Inez Evans 
 
SUBJECT:  Transit Operations Performance Report - FY2015  
   

3331 North First Street ∙ San Jose, CA  95134-1927 ∙ Administration 408.321.5555 ∙ Customer Service 408.321.2300 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

 
BACKGROUND: 

 
The FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report presents the Fiscal Year’s (July 
2014-June 2015) key performance information for VTA Operations.  This report is routinely 
produced after each quarter and at the end of the fiscal year. A summary of the FY 2015 Annual 
Transit Operations Performance Report follows. 
 

DISCUSSION: 

 
Ridership 
Bus ridership for FY2015 totaled 32.62 million, an increase of 0.5% compared to FY2014. 
Average weekday ridership was 106,214, up 0.2 % compared to FY2014. 
Light rail ridership recorded 11.32 million boardings in FY2015, an increase of 3.4% compared 
to the prior fiscal year. Average weekday ridership was 34,935, down 0.2% from FY2014. 
Average weekend ridership rose significantly due to events at Levi’s & Avaya stadiums with 
Saturday up by 17.6% and Sunday up by 19.8%. 
Overall, system ridership (bus and rail) was up 1.2% at 43.95 million. Average weekday 
ridership increased 0.1%, from 140,981 last year to 141,149 this year. Average Saturday 
ridership was 80,025 up by 5.3% and average Sunday ridership was 65,575 up by 7.7%.This was 
primarily due to events at Levi’s and Avaya stadiums.  
Special Event Service: This is the first year of events and service to Levi’s Stadium and the 
second quarter of service to the new Avaya Stadium.  A total of 31 stadium events occurred 
during the fiscal year – eight at Avaya and 23 at Levi’s.  Events at Levi’s Stadium included 
football games, concerts, an outdoor San Jose Sharks game, and Wrestlemania, which was 
considered an excellent preparation for Super Bowl 50 in 2016.  Overall, Levi’s stadium 
contributed to ridership increases, especially during the weekends, with a total of 404,227 riders 
from the 23 events and an average of 17,575 riders. Of the 404,227 riders, 39,772 riders were on 
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weekdays, 133,075 riders rode Saturday and 231,380 riders rode Sunday.  Express bus service 
ridership to Avaya Stadium averaged 1,507, with a total of 12,052 riders from the eight events. 

Levi’s Stadium events 

Year Month Riders  Events Average per event 

2014 August 56,174 3 18,725 
2014 September 53,448 3 17,816 
2014 October 38018 2 19,009 
2014 November 59,741 3 19,914 
2014 December 62,016 4 15,504 
2015 February 31,948 1 31,948 
2015 March 23,662 1 23,662 
2015 April 12,798 2 6,399 
2015 May 17,456 2 8,728 
2015 June 48,966 2 24,483 

Totals  404,227 23 17,575 
 

Avaya Stadium events 

Year Month Riders  Events Average per event 

2015 February 807 1 807 
2015 March 1,861 1 1,861 
2015 April 4,338 2 2,169 
2015 May 2,762 2 1,381 
2015 June 2,284 2 1,142 

Totals   12,052 8 1,507 
 
Key Performance Indicators 
Service reliability performance for the system (both bus and light rail) in FY2015 was 99.67%. 
Bus on-time performance was 85.6%, down slightly from 85.9% last year. Light rail on-time 
performance was 77.4%, down from last year’s 85.4%. This was primarily due to continuous 
signal issues at the City of Santa Clara segment of the line.  
Bus recorded 9,890 miles between major mechanical schedule losses, down from 9,964 in FY 
2014, but exceeding the goal of 8,000 miles. Light rail recorded 20,292 miles between major 
mechanical schedule losses, down from 37,390 in FY2014, and did not meet the goal of 40,000 
miles. This was primarily due to an increase in mechanical rail calls during the period. 
Absenteeism goals were met, with the exception of light rail Way, Power, and Signal 
Maintenance. 
Paratransit 
Paratransit ridership decreased by 1.0%, from 727,688 in FY 2014 to 720,617 in FY 2015. The 
number of active paratransit customers decreased by 7.8%. 
VTA’s paratransit program is meeting or exceeding all of its performance goals. Passengers per 
revenue hour was 2.6, exceeding the goal of 2.4.  Net cost per passenger trip was $24.28, 9.2% 
less than the goal of $26.75.  The net cost per trip increased 4.8% compared to FY 2014 in 
response to planned contractual increases for service vendors, maintenance services, and for 
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basic price increases in goods and services in FY2015. Farebox recovery was 15.7%, up 10% 
from last year. 
 
Inter-Agency Partners and Contracted Services 
All of VTA’s Inter-agency partners and contracted services recorded ridership increases, with the 
exception of Dumbarton Express: 

 Dumbarton Express ridership was 305,877, down 4.3%.  
 Highway 17 Express ridership was 378,084, up 3.5%.  
 Monterey-San Jose Express ridership was 30,818, up 2.4%.  
 ACE ridership was 1,204,568, up 9.0%. 
 Caltrain ridership was 18.5 million, up 8.5%. 
 ACE shuttle ridership was 417,040, up 8.9%. 
 Capitol Corridor ridership was 1.46 million, up 3.8%. 

 
Prepared By: Lalitha Konanur 
Memo No. 4764 
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SANTA CLARA VALLEY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 

SUMMARY OF PERFORMANCE 

FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report  

 
Ridership (page 10 of the report) 
 

Bus ridership for FY2015 totaled 32.62 million, an increase of 0.5% compared to FY2014. 
Average weekday ridership was 106,214, up 0.2 % compared to FY2014. 
 
Light rail ridership recorded 11.32 million boardings in FY2015, an increase of 3.4% compared 
to the prior fiscal year. Average weekday ridership was 34,935, down 0.2% from FY2014. 
Average weekend ridership rose significantly due to events at Levi’s & Avaya stadiums with 
Saturday up by 17.6% and Sunday up by 19.8%. 
 
Overall, system ridership (bus and rail) was up 1.2% at 43.95 million. Average weekday 
ridership increased 0.1%, from 140,981 last year to 141,149 this year. Average Saturday 
ridership was 80,025 up by 5.3% and average Sunday ridership was 65,575 up by 7.7%.This was 
primarily due to events at Levi’s and Avaya stadiums.  
 
Special Event Service: This is the first year of events and service to Levi’s Stadium and the 
second quarter of service to the new Avaya Stadium.  A total of 31 stadium events occurred 
during the fiscal year – eight at Avaya and 23 at Levi’s.  Events at Levi’s Stadium included 
football games, concerts, an outdoor San Jose Sharks game, and Wrestlemania, which was 
considered an excellent preparation for Super Bowl 50 in 2016.  Overall, Levi’s stadium 
contributed to ridership increases, especially during the weekends, with a total of 404,227 riders 
from the 23 events and an average of 17,575 riders. Of the 404,227 riders, 39,772 riders were on 
weekdays, 133,075 riders rode Saturday and 231,380 riders rode Sunday.  Express bus service 
ridership to Avaya Stadium averaged 1,507, with a total of 12,052 riders from the eight events.  
 

Levi’s Stadium events 

Year Month Riders  Events Average per event 

2014 August 56,174 3 18,725 
2014 September 53,448 3 17,816 
2014 October 38018 2 19,009 
2014 November 59,741 3 19,914 
2014 December 62,016 4 15,504 
2015 February 31,948 1 31,948 
2015 March 23,662 1 23,662 
2015 April 12,798 2 6,399 
2015 May 17,456 2 8,728 
2015 June 48,966 2 24,483 

Totals  404,227 23 17,575 
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Avaya Stadium events 

Year Month Riders  Events Average per event 

2015 February 807 1 807 
2015 March 1,861 1 1,861 
2015 April 4,338 2 2,169 
2015 May 2,762 2 1,381 
2015 June 2,284 2 1,142 

Totals   12,052 8 1,507 
 
Key Performance Indicators (page 9 of the report) 
 

Service reliability performance for the system (both bus and light rail) in FY2015 was 99.67%. 
Bus on-time performance was 85.6%, down slightly from 85.9% last year. Light rail on-time 
performance was 77.4%, down from last year’s 85.4%. This was primarily due to continuous 
signal issues at the City of Santa Clara segment of the line.  
 
Bus recorded 9,890 miles between major mechanical schedule losses, down from 9,964 in FY 
2014, but exceeding the goal of 8,000 miles. Light rail recorded 20,292 miles between major 
mechanical schedule losses, down from 37,390 in FY2014, and did not meet the goal of 40,000 
miles. This was primarily due to an increase in mechanical rail calls during the period. 
 
Absenteeism goals were met, with the exception of light rail Way, Power, and Signal 
Maintenance. 
 
Paratransit (page 25 of the report) 
 
Paratransit ridership decreased by 1.0%, from 727,688 in FY 2014 to 720,617 in FY 2015. The 
number of active paratransit customers decreased by 7.8%. 
 
VTA’s paratransit program is meeting or exceeding all of its performance goals. Passengers per 
revenue hour was 2.6, exceeding the goal of 2.4.  Net cost per passenger trip was $24.28, 9.2% 
less than the goal of $26.75.  The net cost per trip increased 4.8% compared to FY 2014 in 
response to planned contractual increases for service vendors, maintenance services, and for 
basic price increases in goods and services in FY2015. Farebox recovery was 15.7%, up 10% 
from last year. 
 
Inter-Agency Partners and Contracted Services (page 10 of the report) 
 
All of VTA’s Inter-agency partners and contracted services recorded ridership increases, with the 
exception of Dumbarton Express: 

 Dumbarton Express ridership was 305,877, down 4.3%.  
 Highway 17 Express ridership was 378,084, up 3.5%.  
 Monterey-San Jose Express ridership was 30,818, up 2.4%.  
 ACE ridership was 1,204,568, up 9.0%. 
 Caltrain ridership was 18.5 million, up 8.5%. 
 ACE shuttle ridership was 417,040, up 8.9%. 
 Capitol Corridor ridership was 1.46 million, up 3.8%. 
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SANTA CLARA VALLEY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 
EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 
FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report  
 (July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015) 
 
This section shows events that can affect normal service operations and system ridership. 
Ridership historically follows employment trends in the Valley, for example. Weather, public 
events, strikes, traffic, construction, new service, area gasoline prices, and other changes to our 
operating environment also affect system ridership and service conditions. 

July 4, 2014 – Due to the fireworks event in downtown San Jose, VTA light rail service was 
extended to 11:30 p.m. 

July 7, 2014 – VTA quarterly service changes are implemented. One major change adds 
Saturday service every 15 minutes from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for Line 323. 

July 25, 2014 – Spare the Air Day. 

July 30, 2014 – PG&E Flip the Switch Day declared due to high temperatures. 

July 2014 – Service changes and reroutes were in effect due to the Morgan Hill Cruise’n Show 
and Parade, The Rotary Centennial Fireworks Show in San Jose, Sunnyvale Music in the Market, 
the Thursday Night Live Summer Concert Series in Mountain View, and construction projects in 
Morgan Hill and San Jose. 

July 2014 – Santa Clara County unemployment rate was 5.9%. 

July 2014 – There was no measurable rainfall in July. 

July 2014 – Unleaded fuel averaged $4.06 a gallon. 

August 1, 2014 – Spare the Air Day. 

August 2, 2014 – First event at Levi’s Stadium – Major League Soccer – San Jose Earthquakes 
vs. Seattle Sounders. 

August 6, 2014 – Warren Avenue in Southern Fremont reopens to traffic. 

August 13, 2014 – Cisco Systems announces layoffs of 6,000 workers, 900 in San Jose. 

August 17, 2014 – First (pre-season) San Francisco ‘49ers football game at Levi’s Stadium. 

August 24, 2014 – A 6.1 magnitude earthquake hits Napa. Caltrain service is delayed connecting 
to VTA for Levi’s Stadium football game due to track inspections. Local VTA service is not 
affected. 
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August 2014 – Service changes and reroutes were in effect due to the Thursday Night Live 
Summer Concert Series in Mountain View, Jazz Summer Fest in San Jose, and construction 
projects in Mountain View and San Jose. 

August 2014 – Santa Clara County unemployment rate was 5.5%. 

August 2014 – There was no measurable rainfall in August. 

August 2014 – Unleaded fuel averaged $3.93 a gallon. 

September 11-12, 2014 – Spare the Air Days. 

September 14, 2014 – ‘49ers Opening Day at Levi’s Stadium. 9,400 attendees  ride VTA to the 
game. 

September 30, 2014 – Stevens Creek Boulevard/I-880 interchange opens. 

September 2014 – Service changes and reroutes were in effect due to the South First Friday 
Street Market in San Jose; the Mountain View Art & Wine Festival; the Morgan Hill Auto Show; 
the Willow Glen Founders’ Day Parade; the National Drive Electric Week Parade in Cupertino; 
construction on the Santa Clara Alum Rock Bus Rapid Transit project on Alum Rock Avenue; 
and construction projects in Gilroy, San Jose, and Palo Alto. 

September 2014 – Santa Clara County unemployment rate was 5.2%. 

September 2014 – Rainfall was 200% of normal. 

September 2014 – Unleaded fuel averaged $3.79 a gallon.  

October 3, 2014 – Spare the Air Day. 

October 5, 2014 – Regular game at Levi’s Stadium, ‘49ers vs. Philadelphia Eagles 

October 10, 2014 – Cisco Systems layoffs affect 903 workers in San Jose. 

October 17, 2014 – Advanced Micro Devices (AMD) announces layoffs of 7% of its workforce 
(approximately 710 workers). 

October 24, 2014 – College football game at Levi’s Stadium, Cal Bears vs. Oregon Ducks. 

October 2014 – Service changes and reroutes were in effect due to a memorial event for former 
San Jose Police Chief McNamara; the annual Rock & Roll Half Marathon in San Jose; parades in 
Gilroy, Santa Clara, and Cupertino; and various construction projects in San Jose. 

October 2014 – Santa Clara County unemployment rate was 5.1%. 

October 2014 – Rainfall was 78% of normal. 
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October 2014 – Unleaded fuel averaged $3.53 per gallon. 

November 2, 2014 – Regular game at Levi’s Stadium, ‘49ers vs. St. Louis Rams. 

November 7, 2014 – Work began on double-tracking light rail between Mountain View and 
Whisman stations. 

November 23, 2014 – Regular game at Levi’s Stadium, ‘49ers vs. Washington Redskins. 

November 9 and 25-27, 2014 – Winter Spare the Air Days. 

November 27, 2014 – Regular game at Levi’s Stadium, ‘49ers vs. Seattle Seahawks. 

November 28, 2014 – VTA’s Historic Holly Trolley Historic holiday service begins. 

November 2014 – Service changes and reroutes were in effect due to the Morgan Hill Marathon; 
the annual Turkey Trot in San Jose; events at Levi’s Stadium; and construction projects in San 
Jose, Sunnyvale, and Palo Alto. A major gas leak in San Jose also caused disruption of service at 
the Downtown Customer Service Center and reroutes in downtown San Jose for several days. 

November 2014 – Santa Clara County unemployment rate was 5.1%. 

November 2014 – Rainfall was 93% of normal. 

November 2014 – Unleaded fuel averaged $3.17 per gallon. 

December 5, 2014 – PAC 12 Championship football game at Levi’s Stadium. 

December 11, 2014 – Major storm hits Bay Area. VTA Lines 22, 55, 63, 522, 58, and light rail in 
the downtown San Jose area were affected due to flooding. 

December 20, 2014 – Regular game at Levi’s Stadium, ‘49ers vs. San Diego Chargers. 

December 28, 2014 – Regular game at Levi’s Stadium, ‘49ers vs. Arizona Cardinals. 

December 28-29, 2014 – Winter Spare the Air Days. 

December 29, 2014 – Qualcomm announces layoffs affecting more than 100 San Jose and Santa 
Clara workers. 

December 30, 2014 – Foster Farms Bowl college football game at Levi’s Stadium. 

December 2014 – Service changes and reroutes were in effect due to the Children’s Holiday 
Christmas Parade in Los Gatos; Christmas tree lighting event in Sunnyvale; Holiday Parade in 
Gilroy; Hussain Day Procession in San Jose; Levi’s Stadium events; and construction projects in 
San Jose and Sunnyvale. 
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December 2014 – Santa Clara County unemployment rate was 4.5%. 

December 2014 – Rainfall was 297% of normal. 

December 2014 – Unleaded fuel averaged $2.86 per gallon. 

January 2-12, 15-17, and 24-25, 2015 – Winter Spare the Air Days – an unprecedented 16 days. 

January 5, 2015 – VTA adds hours to weekday and Saturday service and adds all-new Sunday 
service to Line 323. 

January 5, 2015 – Google-funded Mountain View Community Shuttle begins service. 

January 26, 2015 – Nine-month closure of Sierra at Lundy in San Jose begins for BART 
construction. 

January 28, 2015 – Citrix announces 900 job cuts or 10% of its workforce. 

January 2015 – Service changes and reroutes were in effect due to Levi’s Stadium events, bus 
stop relocations, police activity, and construction projects in San Jose and Palo Alto. 

January 2015 – Santa Clara County unemployment rate was 4.7%. 

January 2015 – Rainfall was 1% of normal. 

January 2015 – Unleaded fuel averaged $2.57 per gallon. 

February 2, 2015 – EBay and PayPal cut 2,500 jobs (7% of workforce). 

February 3, 2015 – Winter Spare the Air Day. 

February 4-5, 2015 – Palo Alto Transit Center closed overnight for maintenance work. 

February 5, 2015 – New Eastridge Transit Center opened. 

February 28, 2015 – Avaya Stadium opening event and VTA Express service to Earthquakes’ 
soccer games begins. 

February 2015 – Service changes and reroutes were in effect due to the San Jose 408k Run; 
Cupid’s Undie Run; Levi’s Stadium events; rail rehab work; street closures; police activity; and 
construction projects in San Jose and Mountain View. 

February 2015 – Santa Clara County unemployment rate was 4.5%. 

February 2015 – Rainfall was 56% of normal. 

February 2015 – Unleaded fuel averaged $2.72 per gallon. 
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March 12, 2015 – Cypress Semiconductor and Spansion announce 1,600 layoffs. 

March 16, 2015 – Evelyn Light Rail Station closes permanently for double-tracking project. 

March 23, 2015 – Montague Light Rail Station closes for 5 months for BART construction. 

March 29, 2015 – WWE Wrestlemania at Levi’s Stadium draws record light rail event ridership. 

February 2015 – Service changes and reroutes were in effect due to Levi’s Stadium events; street 
closures; police activity; and construction projects in San Jose. 

March 2015 – Santa Clara County unemployment rate was 4.2%. 

March 2015 – Rainfall was 7% of normal. 

March 2015 – Unleaded fuel averaged $3.31 per gallon. 

April 2015 – There were a number of light rail service impacts due to the double-tracking work 
in Mountain View and non-VTA accidents on the trackways. 

April 2015 – Bus service reroutes occurred due to construction, bus stop relocations, police 
activity, the Nihonmachi Run, Mountain View Downtown Spring event, The Great Race, and 
temporary street closures. 

April 7, 2015 – An unusual spring storm with high winds dumped more than 1½ inches of rain, 
hail, and a dusting of snow on Bay Area peaks. 

April 11, 2015 – Monster Jam event at Levi’s Stadium. 

April 13, 2015 – Due to a potential suicide attempt, US 101 and I-680 freeways are closed in all 
directions for 4 hours by police, impacting the evening commute and all VTA bus service in the 
area. 

April 18, 2015 – Monster Energy Super X Event at Levi’s Stadium. 

April 2015 – Santa Clara County unemployment rate was 3.8%. 

April 2015 – Rainfall was 75% of normal. 

April 2015 – Unleaded fuel averaged $3.20 per gallon. 

May 2015 – Bus service changes and reroutes were in effect due to Cinco de Mayo weekend 
events, Mountain View’s A La Carte and Art Festival, May Fete in Palo Alto, Magic and Wine 
Stroll in Sunnyvale, the Amgen Tour of California, the Color Run in San Jose, bus stop closures, 
construction, and bus stop relocations. 
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May 2015 – Light rail service was impacted by weekend closures of the 902 line from Lockheed 
Martin to Mountain View, with replacement bus service. 

May 2, 2015 – Kenny Chesney Concert at Levi’s Stadium. 

May 6, 2015 – Broken track and power outages cause BART system shutdown for most of the 
day. 

May 24, 2015 – San Jose Earthquakes vs. Orlando Soccer Match at Levi’s Stadium. 

May 2015 – Santa Clara County unemployment rate was 4.0%. 

May 2015 – Rainfall was 98% of normal. 

May 2015 – Unleaded fuel averaged $3.68 per gallon 

June 2015 -- Bus service changes and reroutes were in effect due to construction, bus stop 
relocations, bus stop closures, the Holy Spirit Parade in San Jose, the Thursday Night Live 
Summer Concert Series in Mountain View, Dancin’ on the Avenue in San Jose, Sunnyvale 
Music in the Market, SubZero Festival in San Jose, Sunnyvale Art and Wine Festival, San Jose 
Giants Run, a gas leak, non-VTA accidents, and police activity. 

May 2015 – Light rail service was impacted by weekend closures of the 902 line from Lockheed 
Martin to Mountain View, with replacement bus service, operational and mechanical issues, 
police activity, maintenance-related track closures, and non-VTA accidents. 

June 10, 2015 – VTA announces Dynamic Transit Service Pilot scheduled for Fall 2015. 

June 11, 2015 – VTA announces expanded bus service to Gilroy in October 2015. 

June 19, 2015 – Intel announces layoffs affecting a few hundred people at each location. 

June 19, 2015 – Large American Communications Network Conference at SAP Center. 

June 20, 2015 – A severe heat warning was issued for the Bay Area. 

June 27-28, 2015 – Grateful Dead Concerts at Levi’s Stadium. 

June 2015 – There was no measurable rainfall. 

June 2015 – Santa Clara County unemployment rate was 4.1% 

June 2015 – Unleaded fuel averaged $3.45 per gallon. 
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SANTA CLARA VALLEY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS
FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report

FY 2012 
Annual

FY 2013 
Annual

FY 2014 
Annual

FY 2015
Annual

Met 
Goal? FY 2015 Goals

SYSTEM (Bus & Light Rail)
Total Boarding Riders (in millions) 42.43 43.15 43.43 43.94 No 45.60>=             
Average Weekday Boarding Riders 137,299 140,402 140,965 141,149 No 148,400>=         
Boardings per Revenue Hour 31.9 31.9 29.6 30.5 No 30.9>=               
Percent of Scheduled Service Operated 99.72% 99.73% 99.67% 99.67% YES 99.55%>=          
Miles Between Major Mechanical Schedule Loss1 11,065 13,110 10,839 9,890 YES 9,000>=              
Miles Between Chargeable Accidents 94,649 88,300 80,812 78,449 No 111,500>=         
Passenger Concerns per 100,000 Boardings 12.5 13.7 16.2 18.4 No 10.6<=               

BUS OPERATIONS
Total Boarding Riders (in millions) 32.05 32.40 32.48 32.62 No 34.00>=             
Average Weekday Boarding Riders 104,583 106,161 105,969 106,214 No 111,500>=         
Boardings per Revenue Hour 26.9 26.7 26.0 25.1 No 25.5>=               
Percent of Scheduled Service Operated 99.69% 99.70% 99.64% 99.64% YES 99.50%>=          
Miles Between Major Mechanical Schedule Loss1 10,202 12,080 9,964 9,890 YES 8,000>=              
Miles Between Chargeable Accidents 85,926 80,608 73,702 78,449 No 100,000>=         
On-time Performance 88.4% 87.4% 85.9% 85.6% No 92.5%>=            
Operator Personal Time-off 8.8% 8.5% 8.1% 7.2% YES 10.0%<=            
Maintenance Personal Time-off 8.2% 7.4% 8.2% 6.0% YES 8.0%<=              
Passenger Concerns per 100,000 Boardings 15.5 17.1 20.2 21.3 No 11.8<=               

LIGHT RAIL OPERATIONS
Total Boarding Riders (in millions) 10.37 10.74 10.95 11.32 No 11.60>=             
Average Weekday Boarding Riders 32,716 34,241 34,996 34,935 No 36,900>=           
Boardings per Revenue Hour 75.4 78.3 78.8 80.4 No 81.4>=               
Percent of Scheduled Service Operated 99.97% 99.98% 99.97% 99.96% YES 99.90%>=          
Miles Between Major Mechanical Schedule Loss1 32,489 40,723 37,381 20,292 No 40,000>=            
Miles Between Chargeable Accidents2 441,847 366,503 367,582 558,019 No 2,214,000>=       
On-time Performance 89.4% 88.5% 84.5% 77.4% No 95.0%>=            
Operator Personal Time-off 6.6% 5.9% 7.2% 7.3% YES 10.0%<=            
Maintenance Personal Time-off 7.1% 7.3% 8.1% 5.2% YES 8.0%<=              
Way, Power, & Signal Personal Time-off 6.3% 6.3% 4.0% 8.6% No 8.0%<=              
Passenger Concerns per 100,000 Boardings 3.3 3.3 4.3 10.0 No 2.8<=                 
Fare Evasion Rate 7.8% 3.9% 3.1% 3.0% YES 5.0%<=              

PARATRANSIT 7.8
Passengers per Revenue Hour³ 2.60 2.50 2.60 2.60 YES 2.40>=               
Net Cost per Passenger $22.73 $22.69 $25.25 $24.22 YES $26.75<=           
Ontime Performance ³ 96.5% YES 92.0%>=            
Complaints per 1,000 passenger Trips³ 0.47 YES 1.0<=                 
Schedule Calls Response Time (minutes)³ 1.36 YES 2.0<=                 
Days of Service Calls Response Time (minutes)³ 1.14 YES 2.0<=                 
ADA Eligibility Certification within 21 Days³ 100.0% YES 100.0%>=          
Preventative Maintenance Inspections Ontime³ 100.0% YES 95.0%>=            
Major Accidents and Incidents per 85,000 Passenger Trips ³ 0 YES 1.0<=                 
Non-Major Accidents and Incidents per 85,000 Passenger Trips³ 0.47 YES 2.0<=                 

Note:  Ridership goals were developed using budget projections.
1  Mechanical failure that prevents the vehicle from completing a scheduled service due to limited vehicle movement or safety concerns.
2  Goal is no more than one chargeable accident in a year.
3 New ADA Paratransit Performance Indicators for Paratransit effective FY 2014
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SANTA CLARA VALLEY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
RIDERSHIP SUMMARY
(Directly Operated, Inter-Agency Partners, and Contracted Services)
FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report

FY2015 FY2014 % Change
Directly Operated Services
Bus 32,624,767 32,475,527 0.5%
  Average Weekday Riders 106,214 105,969 0.2%

Light Rail 11,320,497 10,952,965 3.4%
  Average Weekday Riders 34,927 35,012 -0.2%

Total Directly Operated Services 43,945,264 43,428,492 1.2%
  Average Weekday Riders 141,141 140,981 0.1%

Inter-Agency Partners

Dumbarton Express 305,877 319,642 -4.3%
  Average Weekday Riders 1,204 1,258 -4.3%

Highway 17 Express 378,084 365,168 3.5%
  Average Weekday Riders 1,170 1,130 3.5%

Monterey-San Jose Express 30,818 30,083 2.4%
  Average Weekday Riders 83 81 2.5%
Altamont Commuter Express (ACE) 1,204,568 1,104,963 9.0%
  Average Weekday Riders 4,775 4,367 9.3%

Caltrain 18,472,178 17,029,447 8.5%
  Average Weekday Riders 58,204 53,471 8.9%

Caltrain Shuttles (in Santa Clara County) 1,660,381 1,465,017 13.3%
  Average Weekday Riders 6,386 5,635 13.3%
Contracted Services
Paratransit 720,617 727,688 -1.0%
  Average Weekday Riders 2,553 2,581 -1.1%

ACE Shuttles 417,040 383,118 8.9%
  Average Weekday Riders 1,655 1,514 9.3%

Total Contracted / Inter-Agency 11,446,923 10,517,148 8.8%

Combined Total Ridership (in Santa Clara County) 1 55,392,187 53,945,640 2.7%
1  These figures are based on estimated ridership in the VTA service area for Caltrain, ACE, Highway 17 Express, Dumbarton Express, and Monterey-San 
Jose Express. Paratransit, Light Rail Shuttles, ACE Shuttles, and Caltrain Santa Clara County Shuttles are operated wholly within the service area, therefore, 
100% of the ridership is included.
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Route Destination Route Destination

10 Santa Clara Transit Ctr.-San Jose International Airport-Metro 
Airport LRT Station 68 Gilroy Transit Ctr.-San Jose Diridon Transit Ctr.

12 San Jose Civic Ctr.-Eastridge Transit Ctr. via San Jose Flea 
Market 70 Capitol LRT Station-Great Mall/Main Transit Ctr.

 13* Almaden Expwy. & McKean-Ohlone/Chynoweth LRT Station 71 Eastridge Transit Ctr.-Great Mall/Main Transit Ctr. via White Rd.
 14* Gilroy Transit Ctr. to St. Louise Hospital 72 Senter & Monterey-Downtown San Jose
 16* Morgan Hill Civic Ctr. to Burnett Ave. 73 Snell/Capitol-Downtown San Jose
 17* Gilroy Transit Ctr. to Murray & Tomkins 77 Eastridge Tran Ctr-Great Mall/Main Trans Ctr via King Rd

 18* Gilroy Transit Ctr. to Gavilan College 81 Weekday-Vallco-San Jose State University; Sat-Vallco-Santa Clara 
Tran.Ctr

 19* Gilroy Transit Ctr. to Wren & Mantelli 82 Westgate-Downtown San Jose
22 Palo Alto Transit Ctr.-Eastridge Transit Ctr. via El Camino  88* Palo Alto Veteran's Hospital-Middlefield & Colorado
23 DeAnza College-Alum Rock Transit Ctr. via Stevens Creek 89 California Ave. Caltrain Station-Palo Alto Veteran's Hospital
25 DeAnza College-Alum Rock Transit Ctr. via Valley Medical Ctr. 101 Camden & Hwy 85-Palo Alto
26 Sunnyvale/Lockheed Martin Transit Ctr.-Eastridge Transit Ctr. 102 South San Jose-Palo Alto
27 Good Samaritan Hospital-Kaiser San Jose 103 Eastridge Transit Ctr.-Palo Alto
31 Evergreen Valley College-Eastridge Transit Ctr. 104 Penitencia Creek Transit Ctr.-Palo Alto

 32* San Antonio Shopping Ctr.-Santa Clara Transit Ctr. 120 Fremont BART-Lockheed Martin/Moffett Park-Shoreline
 34* San Antonio Shopping Ctr.-Downtown Mountain View 121 Gilroy Transit Ctr.-Lockheed Martin/Moffett Park
35 Downtown Mountain View-Stanford Shopping Ctr. 122 South San Jose-Lockheed Martin/Moffett Park

 37* West Valley College-Capitol LRT Station 140 Fremont BART-Mission College & Montague Expwy.
 39* The Villages-Eastridge Transit Ctr. 168 Gilroy Transit Ctr.-San Jose Diridon Transit Ctr.

40 Weekday/Sat-Foothill College-La Avenida & Shoreline                       
Sun-San Antonio & Lyell-La Avenida & Shoreline 180 Great Mall/Main Transit Ctr/Aborn&White-Fremont BART

 42* Weekday-Kaiser San Jose-Evergreen Valley College                         
Sat-Santa Teresa LRT-Monterey & Senter 181 San Jose Diridon Transit Ctr.-Fremont BART via Great Mall/Main 

Transit Ctr. late evenings & weekends
 45* Alum Rock Transit Ctr.-Penitencia Creek Transit Ctr. 182 Palo Alto-IBM/Bailey Ave.
46 Great Mall/Main Transit Ctr.-Milpitas High School 201 DASH SJ Diridon Stn-Downtown SJ LRT Stations
47 Great Mall/Main Transit Ctr.-McCarthy Ranch 231 Avaya Stadium-Downtown San Jose (Event Service Only)

 48* Los Gatos Civic Ctr.-Winchester Transit Ctr. via Winchester Blvd. 251 Fremont BART-Levi's Stadium (Event Service Only)

 49* Los Gatos Civic Ctr.-Winchester Transit Ctr. via Los Gatos Blvd. 252 Vallco-Levi's Stadium (Event Service Only)

51 De Anza College-Moffett Field/Ames Ctr. 253 Gilroy/Morgan Hill-Levi's Stadium (Event Service Only)
52 Foothill College-Downtown Mountain View 255 Almaden-Levi's Stadium (Event Service Only)
53 West Valley College-Sunnyvale Transit Ctr. 256 Ohlone-Chynoweth-Levi's Stadium (Event Service Only)
54 De Anza College-Sunnyvale/Lockheed Martin Trans Ctr. 304 South San Jose-Sunnyvale Transit Ctr. via Arques
55 De Anza College-Great America 321 Great Mall/Main Transit Ctr.-Lockheed Martin/Moffett Park

55X Fremont High School-Lakewood Village (School Days Only) 323 De Anza College-Downtown San Jose
57 West Valley College-Great America via Quito Rd. 328 Almaden Expy/Via Valiente-Lockheed Martin/Moffett Pk
58 West Valley College-Alviso via Fruitvale 330 Almaden Expy. & Via Valiente-Tasman Drive
60 Winchester Transit Ctr.-Great America 522 Palo Alto Transit Ctr.-Eastridge Transit Ctr.
61 Good Samaritan Hospital-Sierra & Piedmont via Bascom LRT Line 902 - Mountain View-Winchester
62 Good Samaritan Hospital-Sierra & Piedmont via Union Line 901 - Alum Rock-Santa Teresa
63 Almaden Expy & Camden-San Jose State University Line 900 - Ohlone/Chynoweth-Almaden 

64 Almaden LRT Station-McKee & White via Downtown San Jose

 65* Kooser & Blossom Hill-13th & Hedding
66 Kaiser San Jose-Milpitas/Dixon Rd. via Downtown San Jose

Route Listing

*Community Bus
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SANTA CLARA VALLEY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
Weekday Boardings per revenue hour
FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report
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SANTA CLARA VALLEY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
Weekday Boardings per revenue hour
FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report
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SANTA CLARA VALLEY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
Saturday Boardings per revenue hour
FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report
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SANTA CLARA VALLEY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
Sunday Boardings per revenue hour
FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report
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Saturday / Sunday

SANTA CLARA VALLEY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

Express Routes Average Peak Load
FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report
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41.6% 

55.3% 

57.4% 

47.6% 

52.6% 

51.8% 

55.5% 

65.0% 

60.0% 

36.6% 

53.2% 

39.2% 

34.8% 

44.0% 

13.4% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

101

102

103

104

120

121

122

140

168

180

181

182

DB

Hwy 17

MST 55

Express   
Standard: 60% Peak Load    

Note:  HWY 17, MST and DB are not considered in the calculation of the standard which is VTA- based only.   
   

Saturday,  59.7% 

Sunday,  68.4% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

181

181

16

8.a



Boardings per Revenue Hour by Time Period
FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report

Core Routes

WEEKDAY
ROUTE PEAK MIDDAY OFF PEAK TOTAL

22 30.4 35.0 36.5 33.1
23 30.1 38.4 31.4 33.8 Weekday Service Periods
25 26.1 30.9 28.4 28.4 Peak 5:00 AM to 9:00 AM &
26 24.3 31.5 25.1 27.2 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM
55 22.8 28.2 27.6 24.9 Midday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
60 22.0 30.6 22.2 25.1 Off Peak 7:00 PM to 5:00 AM
61 22.3 26.2 13.4 23.0
62 19.2 27.5 12.2 21.8
64 27.5 33.6 17.2 29.2
66 26.4 36.1 31.7 30.5
68 21.5 29.1 28.3 25.1
70 23.3 29.6 26.2 26.2
71 20.3 26.9 22.4 22.7
72 24.5 29.6 28.0 26.9
73 28.0 41.3 29.1 33.8
77 19.8 28.4 31.6 23.8

323 20.5 23.1 15.5 21.1 Legend:
522 23.3 25.0 26.0 24.3 Below standard

Standard 24.0 30.6 25.2 26.7 No Service
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Boardings per Revenue Hour by Time Period
FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report

Core Routes

 

SATURDAY
ROUTE AM BASE NIGHT TOTAL

22 25.9 30.1 25.0 27.9
23 24.0 29.1 21.0 26.5 Saturday Service Periods
25 20.2 23.1 19.6 22.2 AM 5:00 AM to 9:00 AM
26 20.3 20.3 20.3 20.3 Base 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM
55 15.7 14.6 15.8 14.8 Night 6:00 PM to 5:00 AM
60 21.3 18.4 17.0 18.5
61 10.7 17.2 7.0 14.2
62 17.6 17.8 11.5 17.1
64 15.8 21.2 12.7 18.9
66 19.2 28.5 16.3 24.0
68 18.7 26.5 17.2 22.7
70 20.7 21.5 18.4 21.0
71 28.6 16.1 14.6 16.8
72 17.7 21.9 17.6 20.7
73 17.9 21.5 21.0 20.9
77 16.7 21.7 19.1 20.9

323 37.9 38.2 26.3 37.2
522 14.1 20.0 15.2 18.5

Standard 20.2 22.7 17.5 21.3

SUNDAY
ROUTE AM BASE NIGHT TOTAL

22 25.7 31.2 34.9 30.7 Sunday Service Periods
23 27.5 30.1 27.2 29.2 AM 5:00 AM to 9:00 AM
25 21.2 30.7 17.1 26.9 Base 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM
26 16.3 19.0 21.7 18.8 Night 6:00 PM to 5:00 AM
55 15.6 20.1 18.1 19.4
60 20.8 22.7 12.9 21.1
61 10.2 16.1 6.7 13.7
62 15.9 17.0 12.4 16.4
64 16.7 20.9 13.3 19.3
66 23.4 32.9 19.1 28.7
68 19.0 30.6 21.7 26.0
70 19.6 23.0 18.8 21.9
71 17.7 23.7 17.0 21.7
72 24.4 25.5 21.0 24.7
73 18.9 25.8 16.9 24.0 Legend:
77 17.6 19.1 13.8 18.6 Below standard

323 1.2 11.5 0.0 11.3 No Service
522 4.5 17.9 0.0 17.3

Standard 17.6 23.2 18.3 21.7
18
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Boardings per Revenue Hour by Time Period
FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report
Local Routes

WEEKDAY
ROUTE PEAK MIDDAY OFF PEAK TOTAL

10 21.2 23.8 22.9 22.5
27 15.0 21.0 16.0 17.3 Weekday Service Periods
31 15.4 22.4 13.4 18.0 Peak 5:00 AM to 9:00 AM &
35 16.0 16.8 15.0 16.3 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM
40 22.3 29.1 19.2 25.1 Midday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
46 22.6 28.4 0.0 24.4 Off Peak 7:00 PM to 5:00 AM
47 20.2 29.1 22.4 24.1
51 23.5 24.5 0.0 23.9
52 18.3 22.1 9.2 19.2
53 21.6 31.2 0.0 25.7
54 28.1 25.2 28.5 26.8
57 18.6 27.3 17.2 22.3
58 16.9 10.3 18.5 15.4
63 16.6 21.2 15.2 18.3
81 15.0 16.2 12.1 15.4 Legend:
82 20.9 28.1 18.3 23.8
89 21.2 27.5 0.0 21.8 Below standard

Standard 19.6 23.8 17.5 21.2 No Service

 

19

8.a



Boardings per Revenue Hour by Time Period
FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report
Local Routes

 

SATURDAY
ROUTE AM BASE NIGHT TOTAL

10 14.6 23.8 14.1 19.2
12 0.0 26.8 0.0 26.8
27 14.4 13.9 8.2 13.5 Saturday Service Periods
31 7.3 8.9 5.2 8.4 AM 5:00 AM to 9:00 AM
35 15.2 13.3 7.9 12.8 Base 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM
40 11.4 11.4 0.0 11.4 Night 6:00 PM to 5:00 AM
46 0.0 11.2 0.0 11.2
47 21.3 17.4 19.7 17.9
54 12.6 14.8 14.6 14.6
57 16.8 15.9 16.3 16.0
63 12.4 13.7 7.4 13.2
81 0.0 3.7 0.0 3.7
82 14.2 16.3 8.7 15.3

Standard 15.0 15.0 15.0 15.0

SUNDAY
ROUTE AM BASE NIGHT TOTAL

10 12.1 26.2 19.1 21.7
12 0.0 19.5 0.0 19.5
27 0.0 12.4 0.0 12.4 Sunday Service Periods
31 0.0 7.1 0.0 7.1 AM 5:00 AM to 9:00 AM
35 14.8 15.5 9.0 15.1 Base 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM
40 0.0 11.6 0.0 11.6 Night 6:00 PM to 5:00 AM
47 30.2 19.4 20.3 19.7
54 8.3 13.8 1.9 13.1
57 11.0 18.2 4.3 16.1
63 0.0 12.3 0.0 12.3 Legend:
82 0.0 15.2 0.0 15.2 Below standard

Standard 15.3 15.6 15.0 15.0 No Service
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Boardings per Revenue Hour by Time Period
FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report
Community Bus
WEEKDAY

ROUTE PEAK MIDDAY OFF PEAK TOTAL
13 12.0 13.4 0.0 12.7 Weekday Service Periods
14 11.2 15.7 0.0 14.0 Peak 5:00 AM to 9:00 AM &
16 14.0 8.4 0.0 12.9 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM
17 6.5 7.8 0.0 7.3 Midday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
18 16.5 20.5 0.0 18.4 Off Peak 7:00 PM to 5:00 AM
19 16.2 21.1 10.1 18.2
32 19.7 20.8 16.9 20.1
34 0.0 11.7 0.0 11.7
37 14.5 16.5 5.4 14.6
39 17.9 30.7 17.7 22.1
42 12.0 16.7 7.8 14.0
45 16.9 16.1 0.0 16.5
48 14.5 17.0 8.1 15.1
49 10.8 14.4 7.0 11.9
65 14.2 17.6 0.0 15.8
88 13.0 13.7 0.0 13.3
200 0.0 0.0 10.6 10.6
201 34.7 29.3 29.6 32.1

Standard 15.3 17.1 15.0 15.6
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Boardings per Revenue Hour by Time Period
FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report
Community Bus

 

SATURDAY
ROUTE AM BASE NIGHT TOTAL Saturday Service Periods

14 0.0 9.5 0.0 9.5 AM 5:00 AM to 9:00 AM
18 0.0 4.1 0.0 4.1 Base 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM
19 13.5 14.0 0.0 13.9 Night 6:00 PM to 5:00 AM
32 3.7 10.6 0.0 9.8
39 15.0 16.3 3.6 15.7
42 3.1 6.9 0.0 6.7
48 9.4 9.3 10.3 9.4
49 24.6 10.0 6.2 10.9
200 0.0 0.0 7.2 7.2

Standard 15.0 15.0 15.0 15.0

SUNDAY
ROUTE AM BASE NIGHT TOTAL Sunday Service Periods

14 0.0 5.8 0.0 5.8 Base 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM
18 0.0 3.0 0.0 3.0 Night 6:00 PM to 5:00 AM
19 7.8 10.2 0.0 10.0
39 0.0 15.1 0.0 15.1
48 0.0 7.8 0.0 7.8
49 0.0 7.0 0.0 7.0 Legend:

200 0.0 0.0 1.9 1.9 Below standard
Standard 15.0 15.0 15.0 15.0 No Service
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Boardings per Revenue Hour by Time Period
FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report

Light Rail

WEEKDAY
ROUTE PEAK MIDDAY OFF PEAK TOTAL Weekday Service Periods

900* 52.8 56.6 36.7 50.8 Peak 5:00 AM to 9:00 AM &
901* 103.6 105.1 46.5 93.7 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM
902* 81.2 78.4 51.2 76.0 Midday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Standard 79.2 80.0 44.8 73.5 Off Peak 7:00 PM to 5:00 AM

SATURDAY
ROUTE AM BASE NIGHT TOTAL Saturday Service Periods

900* 26.3 57.3 37.2 49.9 AM 5:00 AM to 9:00 AM
901* 33.5 71.0 51.9 58.5 Base 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM
902* 58.6 79.5 46.4 65.5 Night 6:00 PM to 5:00 AM

Standard 39.5 69.3 45.2 58.0

SUNDAY
ROUTE AM BASE NIGHT TOTAL Sunday Service Periods

900* 19.4 46.9 30.4 40.7 AM 5:00 AM to 9:00 AM
901* 32.8 74.6 53.9 60.7 Base 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM
902* 54.3 88.6 70.7 78.7 Night 6:00 PM to 5:00 AM

Standard 35.5 70.0 51.7 60.0
Legend:
Below standard   
No Service

* Line 900 is the Ohlone/Chynoweth – Almaden line 
* Line 901 is the Alum Rock to Santa Teresa Line 
* Line 902 is the Mountain View to Winchester Line. 
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SANTA CLARA VALLEY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
PARATRANSIT OPERATING STATISTICS
FY 2015 Annual Transit Operations Performance Report

FYTD 2015 FYTD 2014 Percent Change
RIDERSHIP
Clients 513,840 523,195 -1.8%
Attendants 112,417 116,763 -3.7%
Companions 94,360 87,730 7.6%

Total Ridership 720,617 727,688 -1.0%
Average Weekday Trips 2,553 2,581 -1.1%
Average Weekday Client Trips 1,815 1,852 -2.0%
Active Clients 7,479 8,112 -7.8%
Average Trips per Client 69 64 6.5%
PREMIUM SERVICES
Same Day Trips 1,660 1,457 13.9%
Second Vehicles 167 203 -17.7%
Open Returns 258 387 -33.3%
Service Area Surcharge Trips 2,912 3,322 -12.3%
Subscription Trips 91,117 100,299 -9.2%

Total 96,114 105,668 -9.0%
LEVEL OF SERVICE
Revenue Miles 5,922,864 6,196,215 -4.4%
Revenue Hours 280,706 285,273 -1.6%
Passenger Miles (NTD) 6,827,328 8,096,897 -15.7%
ELIGIBILITY
Total Data Cards Received 6,842 6,777 1.0%
New Applicants Certified 2,274 2,229 2.0%
New Applicants Denied 541 568 -4.8%
Clients Recertified 2,382 2,422 -1.7%
Clients Denied Recertification 558 631 -11.6%

Total Eligibility Assessments 5,755 5,850 -1.6%
EXPENSES AND REVENUES

EXPENSES
Eligibility Certification Costs $605,349 $520,084 16.4%
Broker Costs $4,241,800 $3,797,824 11.7%
Vendor Costs $15,906,125 $15,479,411 2.8%

Total Operating Costs $20,753,274 $19,797,319 4.8%
REVENUES

Client Fare $1,951,458 $1,988,039 -1.8%
Other Fare $1,290,425 $938,766 37.5%
Non-VTA Broker Revenue $14,575 $13,711 6.3%

Total Revenue $3,256,459 $2,940,515 10.7%
Net Expenses $17,496,815 $16,856,804 3.8%

Fare Recovery Rate 15.62% 14.78% 5.7%
Capital Expenses $82,019 $65,789 24.7%
Total Expenses $17,578,833 $16,922,593 3.9%

COST PER PASSENGER TRIP (excludes capital expenses)
Total Reported Costs $28.80 $27.21 5.9%
Fare Revenue $4.50 $4.02 11.9%
Non-fare revenue $0.02 $0.02 0.0%

Net Cost $24.28 $23.16 4.8%
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GLOSSARY 
 

 
AVERAGE FARE PER BOARDING – This measure is calculated by dividing the total fare 
revenue (cash, passes, tokens, and Eco Pass) by total boarding riders.  It measures the rider 
contribution towards the farebox recovery ratio. 
 
AVERAGE WEEKDAY BOARDINGS – The average number of persons who board the transit 
system on a day that normal weekday revenue service is provided. 
 
BOARDINGS PER REVENUE HOUR – This is a productivity measure comparing the number of 
boardings to the number of revenue hours operated. It measures service utilization per unit of service 
operated. The Revenue hours is the time when a vehicle is available to the general public to carry 
passengers. This will include layover but exclude deadheads.  
 
BRT (BUS RAPID TRANSIT) ROUTES – The BRT route is a multi-component transit 
improvement that includes preferential treatment at traffic signals to improve bus operating speed and 
on-time performance.  It operates in mixed traffic and relies on priority for buses at traffic signals to 
provide much of its time advantage over conventional buses. 
 
COMMUNITY BUS ROUTES – Community Bus service is characterized by weekday frequencies 
of 30 minutes or more in both the peak and midday periods. Service span is 14 hours or less, usually 
12 hours for weekdays. Community Bus services operate seven days per week or less. These routes 
are defined as neighborhood-based circulator and feeder routes that travel within a limited area .They 
may be distinguished from Core and Local service by a unique and smaller vehicle. 
 
CORE ROUTES – Core network routes are defined as bus routes or shared corridors that feature 
weekday frequencies of 15 minutes or less during the peak and midday periods and/or service spans 
of 18 hours or more. Core routes operate seven days per week. They typically travel on long distance 
corridors, which connect major trip generators such as universities, regional shopping malls and high-
density housing and employment sites. Multiple core routes will sometimes operate on the same 
corridor where demand warrants, providing additional service frequency and transfer opportunities. 
Core network corridors are typically large arterial streets and intersect with freeways and 
expressways. 
 
DEADHEAD: Time during movement of a transit vehicle without passengers aboard, typically from 
the operating division to the start of the route. 
 
EXPRESS & LIMITED SERVICE ROUTES – Express routes generally operate during peak 
periods and are primarily commuter oriented.  Midday, evening, and weekend service may be offered 
on regional express lines.  Express routes emphasize direct service, use freeways and expressways to 
reduce travel time, and make few stops. Limited Service routes are characterized by limited stops. 
 
FEEDER ROUTES – Feeder routes are short-length lines, usually less than 10 miles in length, that 
provide feeder or distribution service to and from major stops, transit centers, activity centers or rail 
stations.  This classification of service includes neighborhood lines, which link residential areas to 
rail stations, activity centers, and/or transit centers; and shuttle lines, which serve industrial areas 
from nearby rail stations or transit centers. 
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LAYOVER: Break the driver or the vehicle is given at the end of a trip before it starts operating its 
reverse route, or if the route is circular, before beginning its next trip 
 
LIMITED STOP ROUTES – Limited-stop service generally operates during peak periods and is 
primarily commuter oriented.  Midday, evening, and weekend service may be offered on limited-stop 
lines.  Limited-stop routes use major arterials, freeways, and/or expressways; and make fewer stops 
than grid routes, but more stops than express routes. 
 
LOCAL ROUTES – Local network routes are defined as bus routes or corridors that feature 
weekday frequencies of thirty minutes or more during the peak and midday periods and/or service 
spans less than 18 hours. Local Network routes operate seven days per week or less. They typically 
travel on medium distance corridors, serving minor trip generators such as schools, hospitals and 
medium-density housing and employment. They also provide feeder service to the core network or to 
rail stations and transit centers. 
 
MILES BETWEEN CHARGEABLE ACCIDENTS – Safety measure that captures the number of 
total scheduled miles traveled between each occurrence of a preventable accident.  A preventable 
accident is defined as accidents in which the transit driver is normally deemed responsible or partly 
responsible for the occurrence of the accident. 
 
MILES BETWEEN MECHANICAL SERVICE LOSS – Service quality measure capturing the 
number of total scheduled miles traveled between each mechanical breakdown that result in a loss of 
service to the public. 
 
SPECIAL SERVICE ROUTES – Special services routes only operate on certain days of the week 
or on a seasonal basis to address a specific service need. 
 
NATIONAL TRANSIT DATABASE (NTD) – The Federal Transit Administration's (FTA's) 
primary national database for statistics on the transit industry. Recipients of FTA’s Urbanized Area 
Formula Program (Section 5307) grants are required by statute to submit data to the NTD. Each year, 
NTD performance data are used to apportion over $4 billion of FTA funds to transit agencies in 
urbanized areas (UZAs). Annual NTD reports are submitted to Congress summarizing transit service 
and safety data. The NTD is the system through which FTA collects uniform data needed by the 
Secretary of Transportation to administer department programs. The data consist of selected financial 
and operating data that describe public transportation characteristics. The legislative requirement for 
the NTD is found in Title 49 U.S.C. 5335(a). 
 
ON-TIME PERFORMANCE – A reliability measure capturing the percentage of transit vehicles 
departing or arriving at a location on time.  On-time performance is measured only for specific 
locations called timepoints for which a schedule is published.  A bus transit vehicle is considered “on 
time” if it departs a location within three minutes before and five minutes after its published 
scheduled time.  A light rail transit vehicle is considered “on time” if it departs a location within one 
minute before and three minutes after its published scheduled time.   At the last timepoint location of 
a trip, early arrival is considered on-time. 
 
PASSENGER CONCERNS PER 100,000 BOARDINGS – A customer service measure that 
captures the number of passenger complaints/concerns per 100,000 boardings.  This measure reports 
the amount of customer complaints received on the service that is attributed to an operating division. 
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PEAK LOAD (Express) - The Express bus standard is 60 percent of the seated vehicle 
loading   capacity. This singular standard is needed due to the special characteristics of 
Express Bus lines where seat turnover is low. 
 
PERCENT SCHEDULED SERVICE OPERATED – This service reliability measure indicates the 
percent of service hours completed based on published schedule.  A service is considered not 
completed when scheduled service hours are lost due to equipment failure, missed or late pull-outs 
caused by operator absenteeism, pullouts, accidents/incidents, or natural causes. 
  
PERSONAL TIME OFF (PTO) – This is defined as time off for non-scheduled absences such as: 
sick, industrial injury, FMLA (Family Medical Leave Act.), excused/unexcused leave, union 
business, and suspensions. 
 
REVENUE HOURS: Time when a vehicle is available to the general public to carry passengers. 
This will include layover but exclude deadhead. 
 
STANDARD (Boardings per revenue Hour): This is the average boardings per Revenue Hour and 
applies to Community Bus, Local, BRT, and Light Rail. The minimum standard is 15 boardings per 
revenue hour. 
 
TOTAL BOARDINGS – The total number of boarding riders using VTA directly operated bus 
service and light rail service.  Riders are counted each time they board a bus or light rail vehicle. 
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Date: September 23, 2015 
Current Meeting: October 8, 2015 
Board Meeting: November 5, 2015 

 
BOARD MEMORANDUM    
 
TO: Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
 Policy Advisory Committee  
 

THROUGH:  General Manager, Nuria I. Fernandez  

FROM:  Director of Government Affairs, Jim Lawson 
 
SUBJECT:  Legislative Update Matrix  
   

3331 North First Street ∙ San Jose, CA  95134-1927 ∙ Administration 408.321.5555 ∙ Customer Service 408.321.2300 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

 

BACKGROUND: 

The Legislative Update Matrix describes the key bills that are being considered by the California 
State Legislature during the 2015-2016 regular session, as well as during the special session 
called by Gov. Jerry Brown to address issues related to transportation funding.  The matrix 
indicates the status of these measures and any VTA positions with regard to them. 

DISCUSSION: 

The Legislature adjourned the first year of the 2015-2016 regular session during the early 
morning hours of September 12.  Any pieces of legislation that were not sent by lawmakers to 
Gov. Brown prior to adjournment are now “two-year bills,” and may be reconsidered when the 
Assembly and Senate reconvene next year.  The Legislature will be in interim recess until 
January 6, 2016. 
 
Running concurrent with the regular session is a special session that Gov. Brown called on June 
19 to focus the Legislature’s attention on addressing the significant funding shortfalls that exist 
for maintenance and rehabilitation work on both the state highway and local roadway systems.  
In his special session proclamation, the Governor specifically directed lawmakers to enact 
legislation to provide permanent and sustainable funding to maintain and repair the state’s 
critical infrastructure, improve the state’s key trade corridors, and complement local 
infrastructure efforts.  It is the intent of the legislative leadership to convene a conference 
committee sometime in the fall made up of members of both the Assembly and Senate to work 
on possible solutions to address these challenges. 
 
In an attempt to move the special session forward, Gov. Brown, on September 3, announced a 
plan that seeks to generate roughly $3 billion per year in new funding for transportation 
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purposes, with an emphasis on “fix it first.”  The plan, which has not yet been amended into any 
particular bill, estimates investing the following amounts on an annual basis: 
 

 $1.6 billion for maintenance and rehabilitation of state highways. 
 $1.05 billion for local streets/roads. 
 $250 million for a local partnership program to reward counties that impose voter-

approved taxes or fees for transportation purposes. 
 $200 million for trade corridors. 

 
The revenues for these new, ongoing investments would be generated by: 
 

 Increasing the diesel excise tax by 11 cents per gallon. 
 Indexing both the gasoline and diesel excise taxes annually for inflation. 
 Imposing a new road improvement charge of $65 per year on all motor vehicles to be 

collected by the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) as part of the annual vehicle 
registration process. 

 
In addition, Gov. Brown’s plan provides one-time revenues consisting of an appropriation of 
$500 million in cap-and-trade auction proceeds and the repayment of $879 million in outstanding 
loans owed by the General Fund to various transportation accounts.  Of the $500 million in one-
time, cap-and-trade auction proceeds, $400 million would be allocated to the Transit and 
Intercity Rail Capital Program, and $100 million to a new, competitive Low Carbon Road 
Program for complete streets, and other city and county roadway projects that reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions.  The $876 million in General Fund loan repayments would be distributed as 
follows: 
 

 $334 million for trade corridors. 
 $265 million for the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program. 
 $132 million for state highways. 
 $148 million for the Traffic Congestion Relief Program (TCRP). 

 
Gov. Brown’s plan is the second comprehensive transportation funding proposal to surface in the 
special session.  The first was SBX1-1 (Beall), which was introduced on June 22, and was 
approved by the Senate Transportation & Infrastructure Development Committee on August 19.  
This bill, which has been referred to the Senate Appropriations Committee, calls for generating 
approximately $4 billion-$5 billion a year in new transportation revenues through five different 
tax and fee increases, with the revenues being primarily targeted for maintenance and 
rehabilitation work on the state highway and local roadway systems, and for goods movement 
projects. 
 
Given that both the Governor’s plan and SBX1-1 require a two-thirds vote of the Legislature, 
much attention is being focused on trying to find the necessary Republican votes, while at the 
same time, shoring up the support of moderate Democrats representing competitive districts.  So 
far, the Assembly and Senate GOP caucuses have been holding firm in their opposition to any 
transportation funding package that would impose new taxes or fees.  Similarly, moderate 
Democrats in both chambers have expressed a reluctance to vote for any tax or fee increases. 
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Prior to adjourning the first year of the regular session, the Legislature passed and sent to Gov. 
Brown the following bills of interest: 
 
SB 9 (Beall):  Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program:  A high priority for VTA, SB 9 
proposes to incorporate into the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program several concepts that 
have been successfully used for other federal and state transportation funding programs in order 
to enable the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program to accommodate a wider variety of 
projects.  Administered by CalSTA, the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program is one of the 
competitive grant programs receiving cap-and-trade auction proceeds from the Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund. 
 
Among its key provisions, SB 9 requires CalSTA, beginning in FY 2019, to develop a five-year 
program of projects to be funded under the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program, rather 
than initiating a new competitive process every single fiscal year.  The program of projects 
would be updated every two years.  This approach is successfully used for the State 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). 
 
In addition, SB 9 requires CalSTA to enter into multi-year agreements with public transit 
agencies for projects that are proposed to be funded under the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital 
Program over a number of fiscal years, rather than in one fiscal year.  The Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) uses multi-year funding agreement for all projects receiving money under 
the New Starts/Small Starts Program. 
 
The legislation also enables a public transit agency that is seeking Transit and Intercity Rail 
Capital Program funding for a multi-year project to obtain a Letter of No Prejudice (LONP) from 
CalSTA, thereby allowing the transit agency to advance its project using local dollars and to be 
reimbursed with state cap-and-trade money at some later date.  LONPs are commonly used at the 
federal level, and have been authorized through prior legislation for the state’s various 
Proposition 1B programs and for the TCRP. 
 
The combination of these provisions in SB 9 would allow the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital 
Program to accommodate not only smaller projects, but also larger ones seeking a more sizable 
amount of cap-and-trade dollars that would be provided over multiple fiscal years, such as Phase 
2 of VTA’s BART Silicon Valley Extension Project. 
 
AB 194 (Frasier):  Express Lanes:  AB 194 establishes a process that would allow VTA and 
other regional transportation agencies to submit applications for constructing and operating 
express lanes and other toll facilities on the state highway system within their respective 
jurisdictions to the California Transportation Commission (CTC) for review and approval.  
While several agencies in California, including VTA, have existing statutory authority to 
implement express lanes on the state highway system, the number of corridors that each agency 
may pursue is capped.  Given the success of the express lanes that are currently in operation in 
California, as well as a growing interest on the part of many communities throughout the state to 
build out full express lane networks, there is a need to put in place a way for VTA and other 
regional transportation agencies to implement additional express lanes and other toll facilities on 
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the state highway system without having to seek specific legislative authorization on a corridor-
by-corridor basis.  AB 194 would accomplish this objective. 
 
AB 1250 (Bloom):  Bus Axle Weights:  Since the mid-1970s, state law has prohibited the gross 
weight on any single axle of a public transit bus from exceeding 20,500 pounds.  However, 
because of numerous federal and state mandates that have been imposed since that weight limit 
was established, including federal Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements, 
mandated emissions reduction equipment, and mandated equipment and materials to improve 
vehicle safety, public transit buses may exceed that limit, especially when carrying significant 
passenger loads.  This situation came to a head in 2011 when several public transit agencies in 
Southern California were ticketed by local police departments for operating buses that were 
overweight. 
 
In response, the California Transit Association sponsored AB 1706 (Eng), which was enacted 
into law in 2012.  This measure offered a partial solution to the problem by permanently 
exempting the current bus fleets of public transit agencies from the single axle weight limit, as 
well as any new buses procured through a solicitation issued before January 1, 2013.  After 
January 1, 2013, AB 1706 temporarily allowed public transit agencies to procure new buses that 
exceeded the weight limit under the following two conditions:  (1) if the buses were no heavier 
than the vehicles they were replacing; or  (2) if the buses were being purchased in order to 
incorporate a new fleet class into an agency’s inventory or to expand an existing fleet class.  
With this latter provision set to expire on January 1, 2015, and without a permanent solution to 
the problem having been worked out, the California Transit Association sponsored follow-up 
legislation, AB 1720 (Bloom), to extend it for one more year.  Therefore, under current law, the 
single axle weight limit will snap back into place on January 1, 2016, and apply to all public 
transit buses procured through a solicitation issued after January 1, 2013. 
 
Relying on the current procedures in state law for overweight vehicles, which consists of either 
paying fines resulting from citations, or paying fees and administering thousands of annual 
overweight vehicle permits on a city-by-city basis, would be costly and time-consuming for 
public transit agencies.  Such an approach also would continue to ignore the fact that California’s 
single axle weight limit was created 40 years ago and, thus, did not contemplate today’s transit 
operating environments, or legal and regulatory requirements.  Moreover, it is a gross weight 
limit, meaning it takes into account both the weight of the bus and the passengers who are on 
board at the time the vehicle is weighed.  While this weight limit may encourage manufacturers 
to build lighter buses, it ironically provides a disincentive to public transit agencies to actually 
put people on those buses. 
 
Resulting from negotiations involving the California Transit Association, the League of 
California Cities, the California State Association of Counties (CSAC), and Caltrans, AB 1250 
attempts to resolve the challenges that the state’s single axle weight limit poses for public transit 
buses once and for all, while at the same time, respecting the interests of cities, counties and the 
state when it comes to the condition of their roadway systems.  First, the legislation permanently 
exempts public transit buses that were purchased under the terms of the temporary procurement 
provisions originally enacted by AB 1706 and extended by AB 1720 from the weight limit to 
ensure that these buses will be able to continue to operate legally.  Any options under these 
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procurement contracts must be exercised within five years of the date the contract was executed 
or by 2021, whichever is sooner, in order for the buses being purchased and delivered under the 
options to be exempt. 
 
Second, for public transit buses procured through a solicitation issued after January 1, 2016, the 
bill establishes new curb weight limits for standard public transit buses, and for articulated and 
zero-emission buses.  These limits would be gradually reduced over time to push manufacturers 
to design and build increasingly lighter buses.  Under the provisions of AB 1250, curb weight is 
defined to mean the weight of the bus, including fuel and all equipment used in normal 
operations, but excluding the weight of the driver and passengers.  Converting to a curb weight 
limit makes more sense because it acknowledges that the weight of a public transit bus changes 
as people board and get off the vehicle.  With a gross weight limit, a bus may or may not be in 
compliance, depending on when the vehicle actually gets weighed along its route.  Furthermore, 
a curb weight limit acknowledges that the role of a public transit agency is to maximize 
ridership, while at the same time, operating its vehicles within prescribed federal, state and local 
laws and regulations. 
 
Finally, AB 1250 requires public transit agencies operating articulated buses to provide annual 
notification to cities and counties within whose jurisdiction such buses will be running.  The bill 
requires this notification to include the approximate routes where the articulated buses are 
expected to be scheduled for service, as well as data and information provided to the public 
transit agency by the bus manufacturer identifying the weight of the vehicles. 
 
SB 413 (Wieckowski):  Passenger Misconduct Violations:  SB 413 makes several changes to 
state statutes governing prohibited conduct on public transit vehicles.  Of particular interest to 
VTA are provisions in the bill that would allow a public transit agency to issue citations to 
passengers who refuse to yield seating reserved for seniors and disabled persons, if the agency’s 
governing board enacts an ordinance to that effect.  In addition, SB 413 addresses inconsistencies 
in current state law regarding what constitutes a noise violation.  Specifically, the bill clarifies 
that a passenger could be cited for playing unreasonably loud sound equipment on a public 
transit vehicle, or for failing to comply with a warning from an enforcement officer related to 
disturbing another person by loud or unreasonable noise. 
 
SB 508 (Beall):  TDA and STA:  SB 508 updates existing state law pertaining to public transit 
funding under the Transportation Development Act (TDA) and the State Transit Assistance 
Program (STA).  The bill clarifies that liability insurance and settlement payments; fuel; 
alternative fuel programs; power, including electricity; and federal and state mandates are 
excluded from the definition of operating costs when determining whether a public transit 
agency meets the farebox recovery and efficiency requirements for TDA and STA funding.  
These provisions would ensure that an agency’s TDA and STA funds are not jeopardized 
because of sudden, unplanned and unavoidable operating cost increases resulting from external 
factors that the agency cannot reasonably control. 
 
In addition, SB 508 attempts to lessen the impact to a public transit agency’s operating budget if 
the agency fails to meet the STA efficiency standard.  Under current state law, a public transit 
agency is prohibited from using its formula share of STA funds for operating purposes if its total 
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operating cost per revenue vehicle hour, as adjusted by the Consumer Price Index, exceeds the 
previous year’s cost or, alternatively, the average of the prior three years.  In such cases, the 
public transit agency is allowed to spend its STA funds only on capital projects.  This efficiency 
measure is set up as a “pass/fail” standard, meaning that if a public transit agency exceeds the 
standard by even the smallest of margins, it cannot use any of its STA formula share for 
operating purposes.  SB 508 would replace this pass/fail approach with a proportional penalty.  
For example, under the provisions of the bill, if a public transit agency were to exceed the 
standard by 5 percent, it could not use 5 percent of its STA funds for operating purposes. 
 
SB 350 (de Leon):  Climate Change:  SB 350 sets the following two targets related to 
California’s efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to be achieved by 2030:  (1) doubling 
energy savings in electricity and natural gas final end uses of retail customers through increased 
efficiency and conservation; and  (2) increasing the amount of retail sales of electricity coming 
from renewable sources to 50 percent.  Controversial provisions opposed by the oil industry that 
would have set a target of reducing petroleum use in motor vehicles by 50 percent by 2030 were 
stricken from SB 350 at the last minute in the Assembly when it became clear that the bill would 
not have sufficient votes to pass. 
 
AB 1171 (Linder):  Project Delivery:  AB 1171 authorizes VTA and other regional 
transportation agencies to use the Construction Manager/General Contractor (CMGC) 
procurement method for designing and constructing projects on expressways that are not on the 
state highway system, if the projects are included in a voter-approved expenditure plan.  The 
implication of AB 1171 for VTA is as follows.  Should the voters of Santa Clara County approve 
a future local transportation sales tax measure that includes projects on the county expressway 
system, VTA would be able to use CMGC for those projects, if the county were to ask VTA to 
deliver them on behalf of the county. 
 
AB 313 (Atkins):  Enhanced Infrastructure Financing Districts:  AB 313 is a clean-up bill to 
existing state statutes that allow cities and counties to create an enhanced infrastructure financing 
district (EIFD), governed by a public financing authority, and use property tax increment 
revenues to fund capital facilities and projects within the boundaries of the district.  Of particular 
interest to VTA are provisions in AB 313 that would allow a special district to participate in an 
EIFD’s public financing authority, if the special district is providing any portion of the funding 
included in the EIFD’s financing plan, regardless of the revenue source.  These provisions fix a 
problem in current law, which limits the participation in an EIFD’s public financing authority to 
only those agencies that have property taxing authority.  For VTA, AB 313 would open the door 
for consideration of another potential funding tool for BART Phase 2.  Specifically, if the city of 
San Jose were to decide to create an EIFD for the downtown area and include elements of BART 
Phase 2 in the financing plan, VTA would be able to participate in the EIFD’s public financing 
authority as a funding partner, given that VTA would be providing local sales tax dollars for the 
project. 
 
SB 516 (Fuller):  Motorist-Aid Programs:  Under current state law, local governments are 
authorized to establish a Service Authority for Freeway Emergencies (SAFE) to administer 
motorist-aid programs.  A SAFE may impose a $1 vehicle registration surcharge to provide 
funding for such programs.  In the nine-county Bay Area, the Metropolitan Transportation 
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Commission (MTC) serves as the SAFE. 
 
Current state law also specifies that the first priority for SAFE funds is the implementation and 
operation of a roadside call-box system.  Any revenues in excess of the amount needed for call 
boxes may be used for other motorist-aid programs, including changeable message signs, traffic 
operations centers, and tow trucks to remove disabled vehicles from freeways. 
 
Given the significant decline in call-box usage resulting from an increase in cell-phone 
ownership, SB 516 removes the requirement that call-box systems receive first priority for SAFE 
funds.  Instead, the bill allows SAFE funds to be used for any motorist-aid program, including 
call-boxes, thereby giving SAFEs the flexibility to determine the best and most cost-effective 
way to provide motorist-aid services to their respective region.  In addition, SB 516 adds traveler 
information systems and other transportation demand management services; intelligent 
transportation systems; and safety-related hazard and obstruction removal to the list of eligible 
expenditures for SAFE funds. 
 
Prepared By: Kurt Evans, Government Affairs Manager 
Memo No. 5206 
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 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

1B2015 - 2016 State Legislative Session 

2BSeptember 18, 2015 

 

2015 Regular Session Calendar 
 

DAY 
4BJANUARY 

1 Statutes signed into law in 2014 take effect. 
5 Legislature reconvenes. 
10 Budget must be submitted by the Governor to the Legislature on or before 

this date. 
30 Last day to submit bill requests to the Legislative Counsel’s Office. 

 

DAY 
5BFEBRUARY 

27 Last day for new bills to be introduced. 
 

DAY MARCH 

26 Spring Recess begins upon adjournment. 
 

DAY 
6BAPRIL 

6 Legislature reconvenes from Spring Recess. 
 

DAY 
7BMAY 

1 Last day for policy committees to hear and report fiscal bills introduced in 
their house of origin. 

15 Last day for policy committees to hear and report to the floor non-fiscal bills 
introduced in their house of origin. 

29 Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report to the floor bills introduced 
in their house of origin. 

 

DAY 
8BJUNE 

5 Last day for bills to be passed out of their house of origin. 
15 Budget must be passed by midnight. 

  

DAY 
10BAUGUST 

17 Legislature reconvenes from Summer Recess. 

28 Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report to the floor bills 
introduced in the other house. 

 

DAY 
11BSEPTEMBER 

4 Last day to amend bills on the Assembly and Senate floors. 

11 Last day for each house to pass bills.  Interim Study Recess begins at the end 
of this day’s session. 

 

DAY 
12BOCTOBER 

11 Last day for the Governor to sign or veto bills passed by the Legislature 
before September 11, and in his possession after September 11. 

 

DAY 
13BJANUARY 2016 

1 Statutes signed into law in 2015 take effect. 
6 Legislature reconvenes. 

 

14BDAY 
9BJULY 

17 Last day for policy committees to hear and report bills introduced in the 
other house.  Summer Recess begins upon adjournment, provided that the 
Budget Bill has been enacted. 
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State Assembly Bills 

 

State Assembly 

Bills 
Subject Last 

Amended 

Status VTA 

Position 

AB 2 

(Alejo) 
Community 
Revitalization and 
Investment Authorities 

Authorizes cities, counties and special districts to establish community revitalization and 
investment authorities to invest property tax increment revenues to carry out provisions of the 
state’s Community Development law for purposes related to infrastructure, affordable housing and 
economic revitalization.  Prohibits a school entity from participating in a community revitalization 
and investment authority.  Prohibits a city or county that created a redevelopment agency that was 
dissolved from forming a community revitalization and investment authority until the successor 
agency or designated local authority for the former redevelopment agency has received a finding of 
completion from the Department of Finance that the former redevelopment agency is fully 
dissolved.  Requires at least 80 percent of the land calculated by census tracts within the area for 
which a community revitalization and investment authority is proposed to be formed to be 
characterized by both of the following conditions:  (1) an annual median household income that is 
less than 80 percent of the statewide annual median income; and  (2) three of the following four 
conditions: non-seasonal unemployment that is at least 3 percent higher than the statewide median 
unemployment, crime rates that are 5 percent higher than the statewide median crime rate, 
deteriorated or inadequate infrastructure, or deteriorated commercial or residential structures.  
Allows a community revitalization and investment authority to do the following:  (1) provide 
funding to rehabilitate, repair, upgrade, or construct infrastructure;  (2) provide for low- and 
moderate-income housing;  (3) remedy or remove a release of hazardous substances pursuant to the 
Polanco Redevelopment Act;  (4) provide for seismic retrofits of existing buildings;  (5) acquire 
and transfer property pursuant to eminent domain;  (6) adopt a community revitalization and 
investment plan;  (7) make loans or grants for owners or tenants to improve, rehabilitate or retrofit 
buildings or structures in the plan area;  (8) construct foundations, platforms and other like 
structural forms necessary for the provision or utilization of air rights sites for buildings to be used 
for residential, commercial industrial or other uses contemplated by the community revitalization 
and investment plan; and  (9) provide direct assistance to businesses within the plan area in 
connection with new or existing facilities for industrial or manufacturing uses.  Allows a 
community revitalization and investment authority to receive property tax increment revenues from 
only those affected taxing entities that have adopted a resolution approving the authority’s 
investment plan.  Requires a community revitalization and investment authority to adopt a program 
that prohibits the number of housing units for extremely low-income, very-low-income and low-
income households in the investment plan area from being reduced during the effective period of 
the plan.  Requires the replacement of such housing units within two years of their displacement.  
Every 10 years, requires a community revitalization and investment authority to conduct a protest 
proceeding to consider whether the property owners within the area wish for the authority to 
continue to take further actions to implement its investment plan.  Every five years, requires a 
community revitalization and investment authority to contract for an independent audit with respect 
to the maintenance and replacement of affordable housing. 

9/4/15 Governor’s 
Office 
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State Assembly 

Bills 
Subject Last 

Amended 

Status VTA 

Position 

AB 4 

(Linder) 
Vehicle Weight Fee 
Revenues 

Until January 1, 2020, prohibits vehicle weight fee revenues from being used to pay debt service on 
transportation-related, general obligation bonds or from being loaned to the General Fund. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

Support 

AB 6 

(Wilk) 
High-Speed Rail:  
Bond Funding 

Specifies that no further bonds shall be sold for high-speed rail purposes pursuant to the Safe, 
Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st Century (Proposition 1A), except as 
specifically provided with respect to an existing appropriation for early improvement projects 
related to the Phase I blended system.  Upon appropriation by the Legislature, requires the unspent 
proceeds received from outstanding bonds issued and sold for high-speed rail purposes prior to the 
effective date of the provisions of this bill to be redirected to retiring the debt incurred from the 
issuance and sale of those outstanding bonds.  Allows the remaining unissued bonds, as of the 
effective date of the provisions of this bill, that were authorized for high-speed rail purposes to be 
issued and sold.  Upon appropriation by the Legislature, requires the net proceeds from the sale of 
these remaining unissued bonds to be made available to fund the construction of school facilities 
for K-12 and higher education.  Makes no changes to the authorization under Proposition 1A for 
the issuance of $950 million in bonds for rail purposes other than high-speed rail. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

AB 12 

(Cooley) 
State Agency 
Regulations 

By January 1, 2018, requires each state agency to do all of the following:  (1) review all provisions 
of the California Code of Regulations adopted by that state agency;  (2) identify any regulations 
that are duplicative, overlapping, inconsistent, or out-of-date; and  (3) adopt, amend or repeal 
regulations to reconcile or eliminate any duplication, overlap, inconsistencies, or out-of-date 
provisions. 

8/19/15 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 21 

(Perea) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act of 2006:  
Scoping Plan 

In preparing the scoping plan for reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the state pursuant to the 
Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to 
consider the facilitation of the electrification of the transportation sector. 

5/5/15 Senate Floor  

AB 23 

(Patterson) 
Cap-and-Trade:  
Transportation Fuels 

Prohibits the inclusion of suppliers of transportation fuels in the cap-and-trade system administered 
by the California Air Resources Board (CARB).  Applies the provisions of the bill retroactively 
from January 1, 2015. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee 
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State Assembly 

Bills 
Subject Last 

Amended 

Status VTA 

Position 

AB 24 

(Nazarian) 
Transportation 
Network Companies:  
Public Safety 
Requirements 

Requires a transportation network company to do all of the following:  (1) participate in the 
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) pull-notice system to regularly check the driving records of 
all participating drivers;  (2) register any vehicle used to transport passengers for compensation 
with the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) and display an identifying symbol 
prescribed by the CPUC on the vehicle; and  (3) provide for a mandatory controlled substance and 
alcohol testing certification program as adopted by the CPUC.  Requires drivers hired or initially 
retained by a transportation network company on or after January 1, 2016, to be subject to 
mandatory drug and alcohol testing prior to employment or retention.  For drivers hired or initially 
retained before January 1, 2016, requires a drug and alcohol test to be completed before January 1, 
2017. 

4/22/15 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 28 

(Chu) 
Bicycle Safety:  Rear 
Lights 

Requires a bicycle operated during darkness upon a highway, sidewalk or bikeway to be equipped 
with a rear red reflector, or a solid or flashing red light with a built-in reflector on the rear that is 
visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear when the bicycle is directly in front of lawful upper 
beams of headlamps on a motor vehicle. 

8/31/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 40 

(Ting) 
Toll Bridges:  
Pedestrians and 
Bicyclists 

Until January 1, 2021, prohibits imposing a toll on the passage of a pedestrian or bicycle over the 
Golden Gate Bridge or any state-owned toll bridge where the travel of pedestrians and bicyclists is 
otherwise authorized. 

9/2/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 51 

(Quirk) 
Motorcycles:  Lane 
Splitting 

Allows a motorcycle that has two wheels in contact with the ground to be driven between rows of 
stopped or moving vehicles in the same lane, including both divided and undivided streets, roads or 
highways, if both of the following conditions are present:  (1) the motorcycle is not driven at a 
speed of more than 50 miles per hour (mph); and  (2) the motorcycle is not driven more than 15 
mph faster than the speed of traffic moving in the same direction.  Specifies that the provisions of 
the bill do not authorize a motorcycle to be driven in contravention of other laws relating to the safe 
operation of a vehicle. 

5/22/15 Senate 
Transportation 
& Housing 
Committee 

 

AB 61 

(Allen) 
Private Shuttles 

Allows a public transit agency, by ordinance or resolution, to permit the vehicles of a private 
shuttle service provider to stop for the loading or unloading of its passengers alongside any or all 
curb spaces designated for the passengers of the public transit agency’s buses.  States that it is not 
the intent of the Legislature to replace public transit service. 

4/20/15 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 
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State Assembly 

Bills 
Subject Last 

Amended 

Status VTA 

Position 

AB 95 

(Budget Committee) 
Transportation Budget 
Trailer Bill 

Provides for the statutory changes necessary to implement the transportation elements of the FY 
2016 Budget Act.  Extends until July 1, 2016, the current suspension of a provision that restricts a 
public transit agency from using State Transit Assistance (STA) funding for operations if its 
operating costs have increased by more than the Consumer Price Index (CPI).  Eliminates the 
Transportation Investment Fund and the Pedestrian Safety Account, and transfers their assets and 
liabilities to the State Highway Account.  Modifies the qualification requirements of certain High-
Speed Rail Peer Review Group member positions to broaden eligibility to include experience with 
large infrastructure projects and with governing intercity or commuter passenger train services.  
Simplifies the California High-Speed Rail Authority’s reporting requirements to align with the 
release of its Business Plan, which is every other year.  By April 1, 2016, requires Caltrans to 
submit a report to the Legislature on the potential benefits to safety, greenhouse gas emissions 
reductions, service levels, and operating costs that would result by improving grade separations at 
key intersections, as defined by the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), along the state’s 
intercity rail corridors.  Increases the number of green stickers that can be issued by the Department 
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to allow certain low-emission and fuel-efficient vehicles to use high-
occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes regardless of the number of occupants from 70,000 to 85,000. 

6/11/15 Signed into 
Law:  Chapter 
#12 

 

AB 102 

(Rodriguez) 
Railroad and Surface 
Transportation Safety 
and Emergency 
Planning 

Requires the Office of Emergency Services to develop a state regional railroad and surface 
transportation accident preparedness and immediate response plan.  Requires the office to 
biennially review the training of all emergency response personnel with responsibilities along rail 
lines and other surface transportation routes to ascertain the level of readiness to respond to an 
accident involving hazardous materials.  As part of this review, requires the office to determine 
where there are gaps in the ability to respond to spills of hazardous materials in California, and to 
specify what is required to continue funding the training and response teams to close those gaps.  
Creates the Regional Railroad and Surface Transportation Accident Preparedness and Immediate 
Response Force within the Office of Emergency Services.  Requires the force to be responsible for 
providing regional and onsite response capabilities in the event of:  (1) a release of hazardous 
materials from a rail car, or a railroad accident involving a rail car; or  (2) a hazardous materials 
release from a truck accident.  Requires the Office of Emergency Services to establish a schedule of 
fees to be impose on any person owning hazardous materials that are transported by rail or surface 
transportation in California.  Upon appropriation by the Legislature, requires the revenues 
generated by these fees to be used for purposes related to the transportation of hazardous materials.  
Requires every person who operates a railroad that transports hazardous materials by rail car to 
register with the Board of Equalization. 

3/26/15 Assembly 
Environmental 
Safety & Toxic 
Materials 
Committee 
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Subject Last 
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AB 156 

(Perea) 
Cap-and-Trade:  
Disadvantaged 
Communities 
Technical Assistance 
Program 

Requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to prepare and post on its Internet Web site a 
report on the projects being funded with cap-and-trade auction proceeds from the Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund.  Requires this report to include all of the following:  (1) a general description of 
each project;  (2) the location where each project will be implemented;  (3) the estimated date of 
completion of each project;  (4) the amount awarded to each project; and  (5) the status of any 
revenues in the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund not awarded to projects and the reasons why those 
moneys have not been awarded.  Upon an appropriation of cap-and-trade auction proceeds from the 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, requires CARB to establish a comprehensive technical assistance 
program for eligible applicants assisting disadvantaged communities that CARB determines require 
technical assistance in accessing programs funded with cap-and-trade auction proceeds.  Requires 
this program to provide assistance to eligible applicants with regard to any of the following:  (1) 
identifying state agencies with appropriate grant programs;  (2) developing competitive project 
proposals to apply for cap-and-trade funding available through state agencies;  (3) coordinating 
existing local programs to reduce greenhouse gas emissions with new programs receiving cap-and-
trade funding; or  (4) conducting community outreach to residents of disadvantaged communities 
that CARB determines require such assistance.  Requires the technical assistance provided pursuant 
to the bill to promote programs that reduce greenhouse gas emissions and demonstrate a direct, 
meaningful benefit to disadvantaged communities. 

8/18/15 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 157 

(Levine) 
Richmond-San Rafael 
Bridge 

If the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) and Caltrans develop a project to open the 
third lane on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge to automobile traffic on the eastbound level and to 
bicycle traffic on the westbound level, allows the lead agency for the project, to the extent feasible, 
to complete the design work for the project simultaneously with the environmental review 
conducted pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

6/25/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 162 

(Rodriguez) 
State Highways:  
Wrong-Way Driving 

Requires Caltrans, in consultation with the California Highway Patrol (CHP), to update a 1989 
report on wrong-way driving on state highways.  Requires this update to:  (1) account for 
technological advancements and innovations that have occurred since the publication of the 1989 
report; and (2) include a review of methods studied or implemented by other jurisdictions or non-
governmental entities to prevent wrong-way drivers from entering state highways.  Requires the 
update to identify any additional treatments and technologies that have the potential to reduce the 
number of instances of wrong-way driving on state highways, as well as a plan to incorporate those 
treatments and technologies into Caltrans’ Wrong-Way Monitoring and Mitigation Program for the 
state highway system. 

5/19/15 Signed into 
Law:  Chapter 
#101 

 

AB 169 

(Maienschein) 
Local Governments:  
Posting of Public 
Records on the 
Internet 

Requires a public record voluntarily posted by a local agency on an Internet Resource that is 
described or titled as “open data” to be:  (1) retrievable, downloadable, indexable, and 
electronically searchable by commonly used Internet search applications;  (2) platform independent 
and machine readable;  (3) available to the public free of charge and without restriction that would 
impede the reuse or redistribution of the public record; and  (4) able to retain the data definitions 
and structure present when the data was compiled, if applicable.  Specifies that the provisions of the 
bill do not apply to a school district. 

6/18/15 Governor’s 
Office 
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Subject Last 

Amended 

Status VTA 
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AB 194 

(Frazier) 
Express Lanes and 
Toll Facilities 

Authorizes the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to review and approve an unlimited 
number of project applications submitted to the commission by regional transportation agencies, 
including the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA), and Caltrans for constructing 
and operating express lanes and other toll facilities on the state highway system pursuant to 
eligibility criteria set forth in guidelines established by the commission.  At a minimum, requires 
the eligibility criteria to include the following:  (1) a demonstration that the proposed toll facility 
will improve the state highway corridor’s performance;  (2) a requirement that the proposed toll 
facility is contained in the constrained portion of the applicable regional transportation plan (RTP);  
(3) evidence of cooperation between the applicable regional transportation agency and Caltrans;  
(4) a requirement that a project initiation document has been completed for the proposed toll 
facility; and  (5) a demonstration that a complete funding plan has been prepared.  For each 
application submitted, requires the CTC to conduct at least one public hearing at or near the 
proposed toll facility.  Requires a regional transportation agency that submits an application to the 
CTC to reimburse the commission for all of its costs and expenses incurred in processing the 
application.  Requires toll facilities approved by the CTC on or after January 1, 2016, to be subject 
to the following minimum requirements:  (1) a regional transportation agency sponsoring a toll 
facility shall enter into an agreement with the California Highway Patrol (CHP) that addresses all 
law enforcement matters related to the toll facility;  (2) a regional transportation agency sponsoring 
a toll facility shall enter into an agreement with Caltrans that addresses all matters related to the 
design, construction, maintenance, and operation of the toll facility;  (3) a regional transportation 
agency sponsoring a toll facility shall be responsible for reimbursing Caltrans and the CHP for their 
costs related to the toll facility pursuant to agreements between the agency, and Caltrans and the 
CHP; and  (4) the agency sponsoring the toll facility shall be responsible for establishing, collecting 
and administering the tolls.  Provides that the revenues generated from the operation of the toll 
facility shall be available to the sponsoring agency for the direct expenses related to the following:  
(1) debt issued to construct, repair, rehabilitate, or reconstruct any portion of the toll facility; 
payment of debt service; and satisfaction of other covenants and obligations related to indebtedness 
of the toll facility; and  (2) development, maintenance, repair, rehabilitation, improvement, 
reconstruction, administration, and operation of the toll facility, including collection and 
enforcement.  Requires all remaining revenues generated by the toll facility to be used in the 
corridor from which the revenues were generated pursuant to an expenditure plan developed by the 
sponsoring agency.  Requires a regional transportation agency and Caltrans to consult with each 
other in the development of such an expenditure plan.  For any project involving the conversion of 
an existing high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane to an express lane, requires the sponsoring agency 
to demonstrate that the project will, at a minimum, result in expanded efficiency of the state 
highway corridor in terms of travel time reliability, passenger throughput or other efficiency 
benefits.  Authorizes a regional transportation agency to issue bonds to finance the construction of 
the toll facility or any projects included in an expenditure plan specifying how any net revenues 
generated by the toll facility would be used.  Allows a regional transportation agency and Caltrans 
to require any vehicle accessing a toll facility to have an electronic toll collection transponder or 
other electronic device for enforcement or tolling purposes.  Specifies that nothing in the bill 
authorizes nor prohibits the conversion of any existing non-toll lanes into toll lanes, except that a 
HOV lane may be converted into an express lane. 

9/4/15 Governor’s 
Office 

Support 

9.a
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AB 198 

(Frazier) 
Tow Trucks 

In the event of an emergency occurring on a roadway that requires the rapid removal of 
impediments to traffic or in order to render assistance to a disabled vehicle obstructing the 
roadway, authorizes a tow truck driver who is either operating under an agreement with the law 
enforcement agency responsible for investigating traffic collisions on the roadway, or summoned 
by the owner or operator of a vehicle involved in a collision or that is otherwise disabled on the 
roadway to utilize the center median or right shoulder of the roadway if certain, specified 
conditions are met. 

6/2/15 Signed into 
Law:  Chapter 
#30 

 

AB 210 

(Gatto) 
HOV Lanes:  Los 
Angeles County 

Beginning July 1, 2016, requires high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes on the following portions of 
the state highway system in Los Angeles County to operate only during hours of heavy commuter 
traffic, as determined by Caltrans:  (1) SR 134 between SR 170 and SR 210; and  (2) SR 210 
between SR 134 and SR 57.  On or after May 1, 2017, authorizes Caltrans to reinstate 24-hour 
HOV lanes on these corridors if the department determines that there is an adverse impact on 
safety, traffic conditions or the environment by limiting the use of HOV lanes only during heavy 
commuter traffic hours. 

As 
Introduced 

Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 219 

(Daly) 
Prevailing Wage:  
Concrete Delivery 

Requires prevailing wages to be paid for the hauling and delivery of ready-mixed concrete to carry 
out a public works contract.  Requires the applicable prevailing wage rate to be the rate for the 
geographic area in which the concrete factory or batching plant is located.  Specifies that the 
provisions of the bill apply to contracts that are awarded after January 1, 2016. 

8/31/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 227 

(Alejo) 
Transportation 
Funding 

Retains the revenues generated by vehicle weight fees in the State Highway Account, and requires 
the General Fund to pay debt service on transportation general obligation bonds.  With regard to the 
revenues derived from increases in the state gasoline excise tax resulting from the transportation 
funding swap initially enacted in 2010 and reaffirmed in 2011, requires all of the money to be 
allocated in the following  manner:  (1) 44 percent to the State Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP);  (2) 44 percent to cities and counties for local streets and roads; and  (3) 12 
percent to the State Highway Operation & Protection Program (SHOPP).  With respect to any loans 
made to the General Fund from the State Highway Account, the Public Transportation Account, the 
Bicycle Transportation Account, the Motor Vehicle Fuel Account, the Highway Users Tax 
Account, the Pedestrian Safety Account, the Transportation Investment Fund, the Traffic 
Congestion Relief Fund, the Motor Vehicle Account, and the Local Airport Loan Account with a 
repayment date of January 1, 2019, or later to be repaid to the account from which the loan was 
made by December 31, 2018.  Recaptures revenues generated by Caltrans through the rental or sale 
of property, the sale of documents and other miscellaneous services to the public for transportation 
purposes. 

4/15/15 Assembly 
Budget 
Committee 

Support 

AB 239 

(Gallagher) 
Global Warming 
Solutions Act:  
Regulations 

Beginning January 1, 2016, prohibits the California Air Resources Board (CARB) from adopting or 
amending regulations pursuant to the Global Warming Solutions Act.  Authorizes CARB to submit 
to the Legislature recommendations on how to achieve the goals of the act. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee 
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AB 313 

(Atkins) 
Enhanced 
Infrastructure 
Financing Districts 

Makes a number of changes to current state statutes pertaining to enhanced infrastructure financing 
districts with regard to replacement housing requirements, public financing authorities, very low 
income housing, hazardous substance release clean-up, appropriations limits, and validation 
proceedings.  Authorizes an enhanced infrastructure financing district to finance the acquisition, 
construction or rehabilitation of housing for persons of very low income for rent or purchase.  
Requires an enhanced infrastructure financing district’s financing plan to include a series of 
specified actions if any dwelling units are proposed to be removed or destroyed either in the course 
of private development financed by the district or by public works construction resulting from the 
district’s financing plan.  Requires a city or county to establish a public financing authority at the 
same time that it adopts a resolution of intent to form an enhanced infrastructure financing district.  
Allows a special district to participate on the public financing authority for an enhanced 
infrastructure financing district if it is providing any portion of the funding included in the district’s 
financing plan.  Provides that property tax increment revenues allocated to an enhanced 
infrastructure financing district are not subject to the appropriations limits in the California 
Constitution. 

8/25/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

9.a
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AB 318 

(Chau) 
Lost Items Found on 
Public Transit 
Property 

If a lost or unclaimed item worth $100 or more in value is found on a vehicle or the property of a 
public transit agency, requires the person who found the item to turn it in to the public transit 
agency, rather than to law enforcement.  Provides 90 days for the owner of the item to reclaim it 
from the public transit agency.  Allows the public transit agency to require payment by the owner 
of a reasonable charge to defray the costs of storage and care of the property.  If the reported value 
of the item is $250 or more, and no owner appears and proves his or her ownership of the item 
within 90 days, requires the public transit agency to cause notice of the item to be published at least 
once in a newspaper of general circulation.  If, after seven days, no owner appears and proves his or 
her ownership of the item, and the person who found or saved the item pays the cost of the 
publication, provides that the title shall vest in that person.  If the item was found in the course of 
employment by an employee of the public transit agency, requires the item to be sold at public 
auction.  If the reported value of the item is less than $250, and no owner appears and proves his or 
her ownership of the item within 90 days, provides that the title shall vest in the person who found 
the item.  If the item was found in the course of employment by an employee of the public transit 
agency, requires the item to be sold at public auction.  Applies all of the following with respect to 
lost or unclaimed bicycles turned in to or held by a public transit agency:  (1) if the owner of a 
bicycle appears within 45 days after receipt by the public transit agency, proves his or her 
ownership, and pays all reasonable charges, requires the public transit agency to restore the bicycle 
to the owner;  (2) if the bicycle remains unclaimed after 45 days, allows the public transit agency to 
dispose of it by sale at a public auction to the highest bidder;  (3) requires the public transit agency 
to give notice of the sale at least five days prior to the auction by publication in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the county in which the bicycle was found;  (4) if a bicycle remains unsold 
after the auction, allows the public transit agency to destroy or otherwise dispose of it; and  (5) 
allows a public transit agency to donate an unclaimed bicycle after 45 days to a charitable 
organization if the agency’s board of directors holds a public hearing to determine the organization 
that would receive the bicycle and the agency provides notice at least five days prior to the 
donation by publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the agency 
operates.  Prohibits a public transit agency from donating unclaimed bicycles more than two times 
per calendar year.  Provides that the number of bicycles donated shall not exceed 25 percent of the 
total number of lost or unclaimed bicycles found or saved by the public transit agency during the 
prior six months.  Requires any public transit agency that donates unclaimed bicycles to a 
charitable organization pursuant to the provisions of this bill to submit a report, as specified, to the 
Assembly and Senate Judiciary Committees by January 1, 2020.  Repeals all of the provisions of 
the bill on January 1, 2021. 

6/11/15 Senate Judiciary 
Committee 

 

AB 323 

(Olsen) 
CEQA:  Exemption for 
Certain Roadway 
Projects 

Extends until January 1, 2020, an existing California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
exemption for a project to repair, maintain or make minor alterations to an existing roadway if all 
of the following conditions are met:  (1) the project is carried out by a city or county with a 
population of less than 100,000 persons;  (2) the project will improve public safety; and  (3) the 
project does not cross a waterway. 

4/6/15 Signed into 
Law:  Chapter 
#52 

 

9.a
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AB 338 

(R. Hernandez) 
LA Metro:  Local 
Transportation Sales 
Taxes 

In addition to any other tax that it is authorized to impose or has imposed, allows the Los Angeles 
County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LA Metro) to impose a transactions and use tax at 
the rate of 0.5 percent for a period not to exceed 30 years that would be applicable in the 
incorporated and unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County.  Requires the ordinance imposing 
the tax to contain the following:  (1) an expenditure plan that lists the transportation projects and 
programs to be funded from net revenues from the tax;  (2) a requirement that the expenditure plan 
include measures to ensure that net revenues are share equitably between regions of the county;  (3) 
a provision limiting LA Metro’s costs of administering the ordinance and the net revenues from the 
tax to 1.5 percent of the total tax revenues;  (4) a requirement that the net revenues from the tax, 
defined to mean the total tax revenues less any refunds, costs of administration by the state Board 
of Equalization and LA Metro’s administrative costs, be used to fund the transportation projects 
and programs identified in the expenditure plan;  (4) a requirement that LA Metro, during the 
period that the ordinance is operative, allocate 20 percent of all net revenues from the tax for 
operating costs associated with bus service provided by LA Metro and the municipal transit 
operators in Los Angeles County; and  (5) a requirement that LA Metro, during the period that the 
ordinance is operative, allocate 5 percent of all net revenues from the tax for rail operations.  
Requires LA Metro to notify the Legislature prior to taking action on any amendments to the 
adopted expenditure plan.  Provides that the ordinance shall become operative if approved by a 
two-thirds vote of the electorate in Los Angeles County.  Authorizes LA Metro to incur bonded 
indebtedness payable from the net revenues of the tax. 

4/13/15 Senate 
Transportation 
& Housing 
Committee 

 

AB 378 

(Mullin) 
US 101 Corridor 

States the intent of the Legislature to enact a bill to provide such powers, responsibilities, funding, 
and financing mechanisms; innovative project delivery authority; and governance structures as may 
be necessary, convenient and beneficial to enable responsible local, regional and state agencies to 
substantially improve mobility in the US 101 Corridor in San Francisco, San Mateo and Santa 
Clara Counties. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  

AB 397 

(Mathis) 
High-Speed Rail:  
Bond Funding 

Specifies that no further bonds shall be sold for high-speed rail purposes pursuant to the Safe, 
Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st Century (Proposition 1A), except as 
specifically provided with respect to an existing appropriation for early improvement projects 
related to the Phase I blended system.  Upon appropriation by the Legislature, requires the unspent 
proceeds received from outstanding bonds issued and sold for high-speed rail purposes prior to the 
effective date of the provisions of this bill to be redirected to retiring the debt incurred from the 
issuance and sale of those outstanding bonds.  Allows the remaining unissued bonds, as of the 
effective date of the provisions of this bill, that were authorized for high-speed rail purposes to be 
issued and sold.  Upon appropriation by the Legislature, requires the net proceeds from the sale of 
these remaining unissued bonds to be made available to fund the construction of water capital 
projects, including desalination facilities, wastewater treatment and recycling facilities, reservoirs, 
water conveyance infrastructure, and acquifer recharge.  Makes no changes to the authorization 
under Proposition 1A for the issuance of $950 in bonds for rail purposes other than high-speed rail. 

4/14/15 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 
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AB 400 

(Alejo) 
Changeable Message 
Signs 

Prior to June 30, 2016, requires Caltrans to update its internal policies to allow displays of the 
following information on changeable message signs:  (1) safety messages;  (2) transportation-
related messages;  (3) reminders to register to vote, as requested by the Secretary of State’s Office, 
but not more than 2 days prior to, and on the last day to, register to vote in a particular statewide 
general, primary or special election; and  (4) reminders to vote, as requested by the Secretary of 
State’s Office, as elections approach, but not more than 2 days prior to, and on the day of, a 
particular statewide general, primary or special election.  Prohibits Caltrans from displaying any 
information on a changeable message sign related to registering to vote or reminders to vote unless 
the U.S. Department of Transportation, or any of its agencies, has expressly approved the display of 
such information. 

8/31/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 422 

(McCarty) 
SacRT:  Line of Credit 

Pursuant to a resolution adopted by its board of directors, authorizes the Sacramento Regional 
Transit District (SacRT) to seek and obtain a short-term revolving line of credit for operating 
purposes in anticipation of receipt of federal operating grants, with the extension of credit 
evidenced by a note.  Allows SacRT to pledge anticipated grants and any other funds available, 
including fare revenues, as security for repayment of the note, the interest on the note, and the 
related obligations evidenced by the note.  Requires the note to have a maturity date of not more 
than 60 months from the date of issuance.  Authorizes SacRT to pledge anticipated federal 
operating grants and other available funds over a multi-year period.  Requires SacRT to set aside 
and apply all amounts received from the pledged federal operating grants to the repayment of any 
outstanding indebtedness incurred.  Provides that these federal operating grant revenues may not be 
used for any other purpose until such time as the indebtedness is fully repaid. 

7/16/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 457 

(Melendez) 
Express Lanes:  CTC 
Reporting 
Requirements 

Requires the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to prepare and submit a report to the 
Legislature every two years, as opposed to annually, on the progress of the development and 
operation of express lanes that the commission previously approved for implementation by the 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) and the Riverside County Transportation 
Commission (RCTC). 

3/26/15 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

AB 464 

(Mullin) 
Local Sales Tax Add-
Ons 

Raises the cap on local sales tax “add-ons” that could be enacted within a county from 2 percent to 
3 percent. 

6/17/15 Vetoed by the 
Governor 

Support 

9.a
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AB 498 

(Levine) 
Wildlife Corridors 

Includes within the authorized purposes of a conservation bank the protection of habitat 
connectivity for fish and wildlife resources.  Declares that it is the policy of the state to encourage, 
wherever feasible and practicable, voluntary steps to protect the functioning of wildlife corridors 
through various means.  Specifies that those means may include:  (1) acquiring or protecting 
wildlife corridors as open space through conservation easements;  (2) installing wildlife-friendly or 
directional fencing;  (3) siting mitigation and conservation banks in areas that provide habitat 
connectivity for affected fish and wildlife resources; or  (4) providing roadway undercrossings, 
overpasses, oversized culverts, or bridges to allow for fish passage and the movement of wildlife 
between habitat areas.  Specifies that the fact that a project applicant does not take voluntary steps 
to protect the functioning of a wildlife corridor prior to initiating the application process for a 
project shall not be grounds for denying a permit or requiring additional mitigation beyond what 
would be required to mitigate project impacts under other applicable laws. 

8/31/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 516 

(Mullin) 
Temporary License 
Plates 

No later than January 1, 2018, requires the Department of Motor Vehicles to develop and 
implement an operational system that allows a vehicle dealer or lessor-retailer to electronically 
report the sale of a vehicle and provide a temporary license plate.  Requires the dealer or lessor-
retailer to attach a temporary license plate at the point of sale.  Allows a vehicle to operate with 
temporary license plates until either:  (1) the permanent license plates and registration card are 
received by the vehicle owner; or  (2) 90 days have lapsed from the vehicle’s selling date.  Allows a 
vehicle to continue to display a report-of-sale form or temporary license plates after 90 days if the 
owner has not yet received the permanent license plates, and provides proof that he or she has 
submitted an application to the DMV.  Requires the DMV to assess a fee for the recording of 
notices of delinquent parking and toll evasion violations given to the department by a processing 
agency that is sufficient to provide a total amount equal to at least its actual costs related to 
administering the electronic report-of-sale and temporary license plate system.  Beginning January 
1, 2018, authorizes vehicle dealers to raise their document processing fees by $10.  In addition, 
allows vehicle dealers to impose an electronic filing charge for reporting vehicle sales and 
producing temporary license plates.  Specifies that it is a felony for a person to alter, forge, 
counterfeit, or falsify a temporary license plate. 

7/16/15 Senate Floor Support 

AB 518 

(Frazier) 
Caltrans Reporting 
Requirements 

Eliminates a requirement in existing law for Caltrans to annually compile information and report to 
the Legislature on the number of projects for which an agreement to transfer funds to a local or 
regional agency was not executed within 90 days from the date on which the California 
Transportation Commission (CTC) approved an allocation request for the project, as well as the 
reasons for that occurrence. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

AB 528 

(Baker) 
BART Employees:  
Strike Prohibition 

Prohibits the employees of the Bay Area Rapid Transit District (BART) from engaging in a strike 
or work stoppage if the BART Board of Directors maintains the compensation and benefit 
provisions of an expired contract, and an employee or union has agreed to a provision prohibiting 
strikes in the expired or previous written labor contract.  Provides that an employee whom BART 
finds willfully engaged in a strike or work stoppage in violation of the provisions of this bill is 
subject to dismissal if that finding is sustained upon conclusion of the appropriate proceedings 
necessary for the imposition of a disciplinary action. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Public 
Employees, 
Retirement & 
Social Security 
Committee 
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AB 552 

(O’Donnell) 
Public Works 
Contracts:  Delay 
Damages 

Provides that a public works contract entered into on or after January 1, 2016, that contains a clause 
expressly requiring a contractor to be responsible for delay damages is not enforceable unless those 
damages have been liquidated to a set amount and identified in the contract.  Provides that the bill 
shall not be construed to limit a right or remedy that a public agency has to enforce the terms of a 
public works contract, except for a clause that expressly requires a contractor to be liable for delay 
damages.  Exempts certain state agencies from the provisions of the bill. 

9/4/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 590 

(Dahle) 
Cap-and-Trade:  
Biomass Power 
Generation 

Allows cap-and-trade auction proceeds deposited into the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund to be 
made available to the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission, upon 
appropriation by the Legislature, for purposes related to maintaining the current level of biomass 
power generation and geothermal energy generation in California, and revitalizing currently idle 
facilities in strategically located regions.  To be eligible for funding, requires a generation facility 
to satisfy all of the following:  (1) the energy is generated on and after January 1, 2016;  (2) the 
energy is generated using biomass wood wastes and residues or geothermal resources, and is sold to 
a load-serving entity;  (3) the energy is generated at a facility with a generation capacity of more 
than three megawatts; and  (4) the energy is generated within California and sold to customers 
within the state.  In prioritizing projects for funding, requires the State Energy Resources 
Conservation and Development Commission to maximize the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions achieved by a project for each dollar awarded.  Working in consultation with the 
California Air Resources Board (CARB), requires the State Energy Resources Conservation and 
Development Commission to ensure that projects receiving funding achieve net reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

7/9/15 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

9.a
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AB 604 

(Olsen) 
Electrically Motorized 
Boards 

Defines “electrically motorized board” to mean any wheeled device that:  (1) has a floorboard 
designed to be stood upon when riding that is not greater than 60 inches deep and 18 inches wide;  
(2) is designed to transport only one person; and  (3) has an electric propulsion system averaging 
less than 1,000 watts, the maximum speed of which, when powered solely by a propulsion system 
on a paved level surface, is no more than 20 miles per hour (mph).  Allows a local authority, by 
ordinance or resolution, to adopt rules and regulations prohibiting or restricting persons from riding 
or propelling electrically motorized boards on highways, sidewalks or roadways.  Allows Caltrans 
and local authorities to prohibit or restrict the use of electrically motorized boards on freeways and 
expressways.  Provides that an electrically motorized board shall be operated only by a person who 
is 16 years of age or older.  Prohibits a person from operating an electrically motorized board on a 
highway, bikeway, or any other public bicycle path, sidewalk or trail unless the person is wearing a 
properly fitted and fastened bicycle helmet.  Provides that an electrically motorized board may only 
be operated on a highway designated with a speed limit of 35 mph or less, except when the board is 
operated entirely within a designated Class II or Class IV bikeway.  Prohibits a person from 
operating an electrically motorized board on a highway, bikeway, or any other public bicycle path, 
sidewalk or trail at a speed in excess of 15 mph.  Requires an electrically motorized board operated 
on a highway during darkness to be equipped with certain safety equipment, as specified.  By 
January 1, 2021, requires the California Highway Patrol (CHP) to submit a report to the Legislature 
to assist in determining the effect that the use of electrically motorized boards has on traffic safety.  
Specifies that it is unlawful for a person to operate an electrically motorized board on a highway 
while under the influence of an alcoholic beverage or any drug, or under the combined influence of 
an alcoholic beverage or any drug. 

9/4/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 620 

(R. Hernandez) 
Express Lanes:  
Hardship Exemption 
from Paying Tolls 

In implementing express lanes in the I-10 and I-110 Corridors, requires the Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LA Metro) to provide a hardship exemption from the 
payment of toll charges for low-income commuters who meet the eligibility requirements for 
certain, specified assistance programs. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

AB 645 

(Williams) 
Electricity:  California 
Renewables Portfolio 
Standard 

Pursuant to the California Renewables Portfolio Standard, requires the California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC), by January 1, 2017, to establish the quantity of electricity products from 
eligible renewable energy resources to be procured by each retail seller for specified compliance 
periods sufficient to ensure that the procurement of electricity products from these resources 
achieves 50 percent of retail sales by December 31, 2030.  Requires the quantities to reflect 
reasonable progress in each of the intervening years sufficient to ensure that the procurement of 
electricity products from eligible renewable energy resources achieves 25 percent of retail sales by 
December 31, 2016; 33 percent by December 31, 2020; 38 percent by December 31, 2023; 44 
percent by December 31, 2026; and 50 percent by December 31, 2030.  Requires the CPUC to 
require retail sellers to procure not less than 50 percent of retail sales of electricity products from 
eligible renewable energy resources in all subsequent years. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 
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AB 676 

(Calderon) 
Employment:  Status 
as Unemployed 

Beginning July 1, 2016, prohibits an employer from doing either of the following:  (1) publishing in 
print, on the Internet or in any other medium an advertisement or announcement for any job that 
includes a provision stating or indicating that an unemployed person is not eligible for the job; or  
(2) asking an applicant for employment to disclose, orally or in writing, his or her employment 
status until the employer has determined that the applicant meets the minimum employment 
qualifications for the position, as stated in the published notice for the job.  Specifies that the bill 
shall not be construed to prohibit an employer from:  (1) publishing in print, on the Internet or in 
any other medium an advertisement or announcement for any job that contains any provisions 
setting forth the qualifications for the job;  (2) setting forth qualifications for any job;  (3) obtaining 
information regarding an individual’s employment, including recent relevant experience;  (4) 
having knowledge of a person’s employment status;  (5) inquiring as to the reasons for an 
individual’s employment status;  (6) refusing to offer employment to a person because of the 
reasons underlying an individual’s employment status; or  (7) otherwise making employment 
decisions pertaining to that individual. 

8/31/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 678 

(O’Donnell) 
Energy Efficiency and 
Greenhouse Gas 
Reductions Ports 
Program 

Requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB), in conjunction with the State Energy 
Resources Conservation and Development Commission, to develop and implement an Energy 
Efficiency and Greenhouse Gas Reductions Ports Program.  Provides that the purpose of this 
program is to fund energy efficiency upgrades and investments at public ports that help reduce the 
emissions of criteria pollutants, toxic air contaminants and greenhouse gases.  Authorizes CARB to 
expend cap-and-trade auction proceeds that it receives from an appropriation from the Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction Fund to implement the program.  In order to receive funding from the program for 
energy-related projects, requires a port to develop and adopt, in consultation with the respective 
electric utility providing service to the port, an energy plan.  Requires a port’s energy plan to be 
approved by the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission.  Provides 
that the plan shall:  (1) adhere to the state’s preferred energy loading order; and  (2) require 
benchmarking for energy retrofit projects and reporting of measurable energy savings.  In 
prioritizing projects for funding, requires CARB to consider the extent to which a project would 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and provide environmental and public health co-benefits, 
including improved air and water quality. 

8/18/15 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 692 

(Quirk) 
Very Low Carbon 
Transportation Fuels 

Beginning January 1, 2017, requires at least 3 percent of the aggregate amount of bulk 
transportation fuel purchased by the state to be procured from very low carbon transportation fuel 
sources.  Requires this amount to be increased by 1 percent each year thereafter until January 1, 
2024.  Defines “very low carbon transportation fuel” to mean a liquid or gaseous transportation fuel 
having no greater than 40 percent of the carbon intensity of the closest comparable petroleum fuel 
for that year, as measured by the methodology in the low-carbon fuel standard regulation 
promulgated by the California Air Resources Board (CARB).  Provides that if the Department of 
General Services, in consultation with CARB, makes a determination that very low carbon 
transportation fuel does not perform adequately for its intended use, or is not available at a 
reasonable price and in a reasonable period of time, then the state shall procure such fuel only to 
the extent feasible. 

9/4/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

9.a
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AB 720 

(Cooley) 
Cap-and-Trade:  
Market-Based 
Compliance 
Mechanisms 

For any market-based compliance mechanism that the California Air Resources Board (CARB) 
might adopt pursuant to the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, requires CARB to allow 
participating entities to freely sell or transfer greenhouse gas emissions allowances held in a 
holding account or compliance account, except for allowances that have been expressly retired to 
meet a compliance obligation.  In addition, requires CARB to set a price cap on any allowances 
offered for purchase through the board. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee 

 

AB 726 

(Nazarian) 
LA Metro:  Articulated 
Buses 

Authorizes the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LA Metro) to operate 
articulated buses that are longer than 60 feet, but do not exceed a length of 82 feet on the route 
designated as the Orange Line, and between that line, terminals and maintenance facilities.  
Requires LA Metro to establish a route review committee to perform a review of the Orange Line 
route, and any necessary routes from the Orange Line to maintenance and storage yards upon which 
LA Metro proposes to operate a bus greater than 60 feet in length.  Requires the route review 
committee, by a majority vote, to determine whether the Orange Line is suitable for the safe 
operation of a bus exceeding 60 feet in length.  Specifies that implementation of the provisions of 
this bill is subject to collective bargaining requirements under state law and LA Metro’s enabling 
statutes.  If portions of the proposed routes for these buses are on state highways, requires a 
determination by both Caltrans and the California Highway Patrol (CHP) that those portions of the 
route are suitable for the operation of the buses. 

9/1/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 742 

(Gallagher) 
Heavy-Duty Diesel-
Fueled Vehicles 

Prohibits the California Air Resources Board (CARB) from enforcing regulations relating to the 
reduction of emissions of diesel particulate matter, oxides of nitrogen and other criteria pollutants 
from in-use diesel-fueled vehicles until CARB completes a review of the safety of any particulate-
matter filters required to be installed on those affected vehicles. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

9.a
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AB 744 

(Chau) 
Planning and Zoning:  
On-Site Parking 
Requirements 

Upon the request of a developer, prohibits a city or county from imposing a vehicular parking ratio, 
inclusive of handicapped and guest parking, in excess of 0.5 spaces per bedroom on a development 
that meets the following criteria:  (1) the development includes the maximum percentage of low-
income or very low-income units; and  (2) the development is located within one-half mile of a 
major transit stop, and there is unobstructed access to that transit stop from the development.  Upon 
the request of a developer, prohibits a city or county from imposing a vehicular parking 
requirement, inclusive of handicapped and guest parking, in excess of a specified number of spaces 
per unit for a development consisting solely of rental units, exclusive of a manager’s unit or units, 
with an affordable housing cost to lower-income families, if the development meets any of the 
following criteria:  (1) the development is located within one-half mile of a major transit stop, and 
there is unobstructed access to that transit stop from the development;  (2) the development is a for-
rent housing development for individuals who are 62 years of age or older; or  (3) the development 
is a special needs housing development.  If a city, county or independent consultant has conducted 
an area-wide or jurisdictional-wide parking study in the last seven years, allows the city or county 
to impose a higher vehicular parking ratio for these types of developments based on substantial 
evidence found in the parking study that includes:  (1) an analysis of parking availability;  (2) 
differing levels of transit access;  (3) walkability access to transit services;  (4) the potential for 
shared parking;  (5) the effect of parking requirements on the cost of market-rate and subsidized 
developments; and  (6) the lower rates of car ownership for low-income and very low-income 
individuals, including seniors and special needs individuals.  Specifies that the bill does not 
preclude a city or county from reducing or eliminating a parking requirement for development 
projects of any type in any location. 

8/18/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 754 

(Ridley-Thomas 
Small Business Tax 
Relief in LA County 

States the intent of the Legislature to enact a bill to provide tax relief to small businesses in Los 
Angeles County during periods of disruption caused by transit-related construction activities 
conducted by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LA Metro) that 
result in decreased business revenues. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  

9.a
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AB 779 

(Garcia) 
Congestion 
Management Programs 

Makes a number of modifications to state statutes pertaining to congestion management programs 
(CMPs).  Eliminates the requirement that an infill opportunity zone must be located within one-half 
mile of a major transit stop and, instead, allows a city or county to designate an area as an infill 
opportunity zone if it is a transit priority area within a sustainable communities strategy or 
alternative planning strategy adopted by the applicable metropolitan planning organization (MPO).  
Replaces traffic level of service standards within a CMP with “measures of effectiveness” 
established for a system of highways and roadways designed by the congestion management 
agency (CMA).  Requires the performance element of a CMP to include performance measures that 
support greenhouse gas emissions reduction objectives, as well as mobility, air quality, land-use, 
and economic objectives.  Requires the land-use element of a CMP to analyze the relationship 
between land-use decisions made by local jurisdictions and regional transportation systems, instead 
of analyzing the impacts of local land-use decisions on regional transportation systems.  If the 
capital improvement program (CIP) element of a CMP includes capacity enhancement projects, 
requires the CIP to evaluate the potential for those enhancement projects to induce additional 
travel.  Requires a CMA to develop a uniform data base on transportation conditions for use in a 
countywide transportation computer model, instead of a uniform data base on traffic impacts.  At 
least biennially, requires a CMA to determine if the applicable county and cities are conforming to 
its CMP, including, but not limited to, the following:  (1) achieving performance standards for the 
transportation system as provided in the performance element of the CMP;  (2) adoption and 
implementation of a program to analyze the relationship between land-use decisions and the 
regional transportation system; and (3) adoption and implementation of a deficiency plan, if 
required.  Requires a city or county to prepare a deficiency plan if the CMA determines that it is not 
conforming with the CMP.  Regarding the preparation of a deficiency plan, adds the following to 
the list of exclusions from an analysis of the cause of a deficiency:  (1) traffic generated by any 
mixed-use development located within a transit priority project area or infill opportunity zone;  (2) 
traffic generated by any transit priority project, as defined; and  (3) improvements to facilities for 
bicyclists, pedestrians and public transportation.  Specifies that the CMP statutes shall not be 
interpreted to require a local agency to implement improvements to reduce delay at intersections or 
roadway segments that the local agency determines would impede the development of a balanced, 
multimodal transportation network that meets the needs of all users of streets, roads and highways 
for safe and convenient travel in a manner set forth in the circulation element of the local agency’s 
general plan. 

8/19/15 Senate 
Transportation 
& Housing 
Committee 

 

AB 809 

(Obernolte) 
Local Initiative 
Measures 

If a local ordinance proposes to impose a tax or raise the rate of a current tax, requires the ballot to 
include in the statement of the ordinance to be voted on the amount of money to be raised annually, 
and the rate and duration of the tax to be levied. 

3/26/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

9.a
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AB 828 

(Low) 
Regulated 
Transportation 
Services 

Until January 1, 2018, excludes any motor vehicle operated in connection with a transportation 
network company from the definition of “commercial vehicle” if the vehicle:  (1) is operated only 
for passenger service;  (2) is limited to seven passengers, not including the driver;  (3) is operated 
exclusively by the person to whom it is registered or insured;  (4) is not a paratransit vehicle;  (5) is 
not operated for public transit services; and  (6) is not operated for school bus services.  Requires 
the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) to conduct an investigation to consider whether 
existing statutes and regulations relating to transportation services meet the public interest, 
encourage innovation, and create a fair and competitive transportation market between companies 
that provide regulated transportation services.  Requires the CPUC to complete this investigation, 
and report its conclusions and recommendations to the Legislature by January 1, 2017. 

7/14/15 Senate Energy, 
Utilities & 
Communications 
Committee 

 

AB 869 

(Cooper) 
Fare Evasion and 
Prohibited Conduct on 
Transit Vehicles 

For those public transit agencies that use an administrative adjudication process for fare evasion 
and passenger misconduct violations, provides that a person who fails to pay the administrative 
penalty when due or to have the violation dismissed may be subject to criminal penalties.  Requires 
the public transit agency to include in the notice of fare evasion or passenger misconduct a printed 
statement indicating that the person may be charged with an infraction or misdemeanor if the 
administrative penalty is not paid when due or is not dismissed.  Requires the public transit agency 
to dismiss the original notice of fare evasion or passenger misconduct, and to make no further 
attempts to collect the administrative penalty if the person is charged with an infraction or 
misdemeanor after failing to pay the administrative penalty or failing to successfully complete the 
administrative adjudication process.  Requires the public transit agency to serve the person charged 
with an infraction or misdemeanor with a new notice of fare evasion or passenger misconduct that 
sets forth the criminal violation. 

6/18/15 Senate Floor  

AB 875 

(Harper) 
Low-Speed Electric 
Bicycles 

Allows a low-speed electric bicycle to be operated on a bicycle path or trail; bikeway; bicycle lane; 
equestrian trail; or hiking or recreational trail.  Defines “low-speed electric bicycle” to mean a two- 
or three-wheeled device that has fully operative pedals for propulsion by human power and has an 
electric motor that meets all of the following requirements:  (1) has a power output of not more than 
750 watts;  (2) is incapable of propelling the device at a speed of more than 20 miles per hour on a 
paved level surface when ridden by an operator who weighs 170 pounds;  (3) is incapable of further 
increasing the speed of the device when human power is used to propel the device faster than 20 
miles per hour; and  (4) has a weight of not more than 80 pounds. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

AB 877 

(Chu) 
California 
Transportation 
Commission and 
Transportation 
Funding 

Expands the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to 15 members, with one additional ex 
officio, non-voting member being appointed by the Assembly Speaker and one additional ex 
officio, non-voting member being appointed by the Senate Rules Committee.  States the intent of 
the Legislature to enact a bill to find a revenue stream to supplement the fuel excise tax to provide 
additional funding for transportation infrastructure projects in California. 

3/26/15 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

9.a
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AB 883 

(Low) 
Employment:  Public 
Employee Status 

Beginning July 1, 2016, prohibits a state or local agency from doing any of the following:  (1) 
publishing in print, on an Internet Web site or in any other medium an advertisement or 
announcement for any job that includes a provision stating or indicating that an individual’s status 
as a current or former public employee disqualifies the individual from eligibility for employment; 
or (2) asking an applicant for employment to specifically disclose, orally or in writing, his or her 
status as a current or former public employee until the employer has determined that the applicant 
meets the minimum employment qualifications for the position, as stated in the published notice for 
the job.  Specifies that the bill shall not be construed to prohibit an employer from:  (1) publishing 
in print, on an Internet Web site or in any other medium an advertisement or announcement for a 
job that contains provisions setting forth the qualifications for the job;  (2) setting forth 
qualifications for a job;  (3) obtaining information regarding an individual’s current or former status 
as a public employee, including recent relevant experience;  (4) having knowledge of a person’s 
current or former status as a public employee; or  (5) otherwise making employment decisions 
pertaining to that individual. 

9/4/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 914 

(Brown) 
Toll Facilities:  San 
Bernardino County 

Authorizes the San Bernardino County Transportation Commission to construct, administer and 
operate express lanes and other toll facilities on:  (1) I-10 and I-15 within San Bernardino County;  
(2) approaching and departing connectors on I-10 extending into Los Angeles County, subject to an 
agreement with the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LA Metro); and  
(3) the connection to the I-15 express lanes in Riverside County, subject to an agreement with the 
Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC). 

9/4/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 946 

(Ting) 
Electric Vehicle 
Charging Stations 

Provides that electric vehicle charging infrastructure projects in disadvantaged communities are 
eligible for funding under the state’s Alternative and Renewable Fuel Vehicle Technology 
Program. 

4/21/15 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 1015 

(Bloom) 
Parking:  Car-Share 
Vehicles 

Allows a local authority, by ordinance or resolution, to designate certain streets or portions of 
streets for the non-exclusive parking privilege of motor vehicles participating in a car-share vehicle 
or ridesharing program. 

4/23/15 Signed into 
Law:  Chapter 
#41 

 

AB 1017 

(Campos) 
Salary History 
Information 

Prohibits an employer from seeking salary history information about an applicant for employment. 8/24/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 1030 

(Ridley-Thomas) 
Cap-and-Trade:  
Disadvantaged 
Workers 

For projects involving hiring that are seeking an allocation of cap-and-trade auction proceeds from 
the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, requires priority to be given to those projects that support the 
targeted training and hiring of workers from disadvantaged communities for career-track jobs. 

7/7/15 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

9.a
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AB 1033 

(Garcia) 
Infrastructure 
Financing 

Enacts the California Economic Development Infrastructure Act of 2015.  Authorizes the 
California Infrastructure and Economic Development Bank to award participation rights to 
corporations to deliver infrastructure projects for the state that have been determined as appropriate 
for financing through a public-private partnership.  Provides that such participation rights include a 
commitment by the state to allow a corporation to compete for state public-private partnership 
infrastructure projects.  Provides that eligible infrastructure projects include goods movement, 
public transit, solid waste collection and disposal, water treatment and distribution, and defense 
conversion. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Jobs, 
Economic 
Development & 
the Economy 
Committee 

 

AB 1068 

(Allen) 
CEQA:  Priority 
Projects 

Enacts the Priority Project Parity Act of 2015.  By November 15 of each year, authorizes each 
member of the Legislature to annually nominate and submit to the Governor one project within his 
or her respective district as a priority project.  Requires the Governor to designate a project as a 
priority project if all of the following are met:  (1) the project will result in at least 100 new or 
retained full-time jobs;  (2) the project is consistent with an adopted sustainable communities 
strategy for the region in which the project is located; and  (3) the project applicant certifies its 
intent to remain in the location of the project for a minimum of five years.  For purposes of 
complying with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), allows the 
environmental impact report (EIR) for a priority project to tier from an earlier EIR completed for 
the existing or earlier versions of the project.  Requires the tiered EIR to be limited to the 
consideration of significant adverse impacts resulting from the project:  (1) that were not previously 
identified in the earlier EIR; or  (2) that were identified in the earlier EIR, but are more severe than 
previously identified.  Provides that a new EIR is not required for a priority project that has already 
been included in an EIR prepared and certified under CEQA; however, requires the lead agency to 
prepare an addendum to the prior EIR to explain to the public and other interested stakeholders the 
manner in which the project had been addressed in the prior EIR.  Prohibits a court from staying or 
enjoining the implementation of a priority project unless the court finds either of the following:  (1) 
the continued implementation of the priority project presents an imminent threat to public health 
and safety; or  (2) the priority project site contains unforeseen important Native American artifacts; 
or unforeseen important historical, archaeological or ecological values that would be materially, 
permanently and adversely affected by the continued implementation of the project. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee 

 

AB 1087 

(Grove) 
Cap-and-Trade: 
High-Speed Rail 

Restates that cap-and-trade auction proceeds allocated from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
for high-speed rail purposes shall be used for the following components of the initial operating 
segment and Phase 1 blended system as described in the California High-Speed Rail Authority’s 
2012 Business Plan:  (1) acquisition and construction;  (2) environmental review and design;  (3) 
other capital costs; and  (4) repayment of any loans made to the High-Speed Rail Authority to fund 
the project. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

9.a
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AB 1096 

(Chiu) 
Electric Bicycles 

Defines “electric bicycle” as a bicycle equipped with fully operable pedals and an electric motor of 
less than 750 watts.  Establishes three classes of electric bicycles as follows:  (1) class 1 electric 
bicycle or low-speed, pedal-assisted electric bicycle, which is defined as a bicycle equipped with a 
motor that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling, and that ceases to provide assistance 
when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour (mph);  (2) class 2 electric bicycle or low-
speed, throttle-assisted electric bicycle, which is defined as a bicycle equipped with a motor that 
may be used exclusively to propel the bicycle, and that is not capable of providing assistance when 
the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 mph; and  (3) class 3 electric bicycle or speed pedal-assisted 
electric bicycle, which is defined as a bicycle equipped with a speedometer, as well as with a motor 
that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling, and that ceases to provide assistance when 
the bicycle reaches the speed of 28 mph.  Beginning January 1, 2017, requires manufacturers and 
distributors of electric bicycles to affix a label to each electric bicycle that describes its 
classification number, top assisted speed and motor wattage.  Authorizes a public agency to adopt 
rules or regulations to restrict or specify the conditions for the use of electric bicycles on public 
property under the jurisdiction of that agency.  Requires a person riding an electric bicycle to 
comply with all laws relating to the operation of a regular bicycle.  Prohibits persons under 16 years 
of age from operating a class 3 electric bicycle.  Requires persons operating or riding on a class 3 
electric bicycle to wear a helmet.  Prohibits the operation of class 3 electric bicycles on a bicycle 
path or trail, bikeway, bicycle lane, equestrian trail, hiking trail, or recreational trail, unless it is 
within or adjacent to a roadway, or unless that operation is authorized by a local ordinance.  Allows 
a local authority, by ordinance, to prohibit the operation of class 1 or class 2 electric bicycles on 
such paths or trails.  Requires an electric bicycle to comply with the equipment and manufacturing 
requirements for bicycles adopted by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission.  Requires an 
electric bicycle to operate in a manner so that either:  (1) the electric motor disengages or stops 
functioning when the brakes are applied; or  (2) the release or activation of a switch or other 
mechanism disengages or stops the electric motor from functioning.  Specifies that a person 
operating an electric bicycle is not subject to financial responsibility, driver’s license, registration, 
or license plate requirements. 

9/4/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

9.a
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AB 1098 

(Bloom) 
Congestion 
Management Programs 

Eliminates traffic level of service standards as an element of a congestion management program, as 
well as the requirement that a city or county prepare a deficiency plan when highway or roadway 
level of service standards are not met.  Instead, requires a congestion management program to 
include, at a minimum, performance measures related to vehicle miles traveled, air emissions, and 
bicycle, pedestrian and public transit mode share, as determined by the applicable regional agency.  
Requires the travel demand element of a congestion management program to include a broad range 
of transportation options.  Requires a congestion management program to analyze the interaction 
between land-use decisions made by local jurisdictions and the regional transportation system.  For 
roadway capacity expansion projects included in the capital improvement program element of a 
congestion management program, requires an analysis of the potential for induced vehicle travel.  
Requires the applicable regional agency to evaluate:  (1) the consistency between a county 
congestion management program and the regional transportation plan, including any adopted 
sustainable communities strategy; and  (2) how a county congestion management program 
contributes to achieving the greenhouse gas emissions reduction target that has been assigned to the 
region by the California Air Resources Board (CARB). 

3/26/15 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

AB 1138 

(Patterson) 
High-Speed Rail:  
Eminent Domain 

Prohibits the California High-Speed Rail Authority, and the State Public Works Board acting on 
behalf of the authority, from adopting a resolution of necessity to commence an eminent domain 
proceeding to acquire a parcel of real property on a corridor or usable segment of the state’s 
proposed high-speed train system unless the resolution includes both of the following:  (1) 
identification of the sources of all funds that are to be invested in that corridor or usable segment, 
and the anticipated time of receipt of those funds; and  (2) a certification that the authority has 
completed all necessary project level environmental clearances necessary to proceed to 
construction of the corridor or usable segment. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

AB 1160 

(Harper) 
Automated Traffic 
Enforcement Systems 

Beginning January 1, 2016, prohibits a governmental agency from installing an automated traffic 
enforcement system.  Allows a governmental agency that has an automated traffic enforcement 
system in place on January 1, 2016, to continue to operate the system after that date only if the 
agency begins conducting a traffic safety study at each intersection where the system is in use to 
determine whether the system resulted in a reduction in the number of traffic accidents involving 
failing to stop at a red light or failing to stop at a red light when making a right turn at that 
intersection.  Requires the traffic safety study to be completed by January 1, 2017.  If the traffic 
safety study shows that the use of an automated traffic enforcement system did not reduce the 
number of traffic accidents occurring at an intersection by a statistically significant number, 
requires the governmental agency to terminate the use of the system at that intersection no later 
than January 1, 2018. 

4/14/15 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

AB 1169 

(Gomez) 
Strategic Growth 
Council:  Signs for 
Project Funding 

Requires recipients of state grant funding from the Strategic Growth Council or any of its member 
state agencies for a project located in a public place and that provides public benefits to post signs 
acknowledging the sources of funds for the project pursuant to guidelines adopted by the council.  
If the state funding equals 50 percent or more of the total cost of the project, requires the state 
funding sources to be listed first on the signs. 

9/4/15 Senate Floor  

9.a
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AB 1171 

(Linder) 
CMGC Contacting:  
Local Expressways 

Authorizes regional transportation agencies, including the Santa Clara Valley Transportation 
Authority (VTA), to use the Construction Manager/General Contractor (CMGC) project delivery 
method to design and construct projects on expressways that are not on the state highway system if 
the projects are developed in accordance with an expenditure plan approved by the voters.  
Requires the entity responsible for the maintenance of local streets and roads within the jurisdiction 
of the expressway to be responsible for the maintenance of the expressway. 

6/19/15 Governor’s 
Office 

Support 

AB 1176 

(Perea) 
Advanced Low-
Carbon Diesel Fuels 
Access Program 

Establishes the Advanced Low-Carbon Diesel Fuels Access Program to be administered by the 
State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission, in consultation with the 
California Air Resources Board (CARB).  Specifies that the purpose of the program is to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions of diesel motor vehicles by providing capital assistance for projects that 
expand advanced low-carbon diesel fueling infrastructure in communities that are 
disproportionately impacted by environmental hazards and where the greatest air quality impacts 
can be identified.  Requires cap-and-trade auction proceeds from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction 
Fund to be available, upon appropriation by the Legislature, for implementing this program. 

8/18/15 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 1179 

(Rendon) 
Cap-and-Trade:  
Reporting 
Requirements 

Requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to prepare and post on its Internet Web site a 
report on the projects being funded with cap-and-trade auction proceeds from the Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund.  Requires the report to include all of the following:  (1) a general description of 
each project;  (2) the location where each project will be implemented;  (3) the estimated date of 
completion of each project;  (4) the amount awarded to each project; and  (5) the status of any 
revenues in the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund not awarded to projects and the reasons why. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

AB 1236 

(Chiu) 
Electric Vehicle 
Charging Stations 

Requires a city or county to administratively approve an application to install an electric vehicle 
charging station through the issuance of a building permit or similar non-discretionary permit.  If a 
building official of a city or county makes a finding based on substantial evidence that the electric 
vehicle charging station could have a specific, adverse impact on public health or safety, allows the 
city or county to require the applicant to apply for a use permit.  Prohibits a city or county from 
denying an application for a use permit to install an electric vehicle charging station unless it makes 
written findings based on substantial evidence in the record that the proposed station would have a 
specific, adverse impact on public health or safety, and there is no feasible method to satisfactorily 
mitigate or avoid that impact.  By September 30, 2016, requires every city and county in the state 
with a population of 200,000 or more residents to adopt an ordinance that creates an expedited, 
streamlined permitting process for electric vehicle charging stations.  By September 30, 2017, 
requires every city and county in the state with a population of less than 200,000 residents to adopt 
such an ordinance. 

9/2/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

9.a
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AB 1250 

(Bloom) 
Public Transit Buses:  
Single Axle Weight 
Limit 

Exempts from the state’s 20,500-pound single axle gross weight limit the following:  (1) a public 
transit bus procured through a solicitation issued before January 1, 2016; and  (2) a public transit 
bus purchased through an option period in a multi-year contract entered into between January 1, 
2013, and January 1, 2016, if that option period does not exceed five years from the date of the 
original contract or extend beyond January 1, 2021, whichever is earlier.  For public transit buses 
procured through a solicitation issued after January 1, 2016, establishes a new curb weight limit, as 
specified.  Defines “curb weight” to mean the total weight of a fully loaded public transit bus, 
including maximum fuel, oil and coolant, and all equipment used in the normal operation of the 
bus, except without passengers or a driver.  By July 1, 2016, requires a public transit agency 
operating an articulated bus to provide notice to all cities and counties in whose jurisdiction the bus 
will run during the upcoming calendar year, identifying the approximate routes upon which the bus 
is expected to be scheduled for service.  Thereafter, requires a public transit agency operating an 
articulated bus to annually provide notice by July 1 to all cities and counties in whose jurisdiction 
the bus will run during the upcoming calendar year, identifying any changes to the service on those 
routes and any new routes upon which the bus is expected to be scheduled for service for the 
upcoming year.  Requires the notice to include data from information provided by the bus 
manufacturer to the public transit agency, identifying the weight of the articulated bus.  Prohibits a 
public transit bus from operating on the Dwight D. Eisenhower System of Interstate and Defense 
Highways in excess of the weight limitation for such buses specified in federal law.  Provides that 
if the gross weight imposed upon the highway by the wheels on any one axle of a public transit bus 
exceeds 20,000 pounds, then the axle must be supported by four wheels bearing load upon the 
highway. 

9/9/15 Governor’s 
Office 

Support 

AB 1251 

(Gomez) 
Greenway 
Development and 
Sustainment Act 

Enacts the Greenway Development and Sustainment Act.  Authorizes a tax-exempt non-profit 
organization that has as its primary purpose the preservation, protection or enhancement of land in 
its natural, scenic, historical, agricultural, forested, or open-space conditions to acquire and hold a 
conservation easement for the development of a greenway.  Defines “greenway” to mean a 
pedestrian and bicycle, non-motorized vehicle transportation, and recreational travel corridor that 
meets certain, specified requirements.  Includes greenways in the definition of “open-space land” 
for local planning purposes.  Provides that a recorded greenway easement constitutes an 
enforceable restriction for purposes of the property tax provisions in the federal Internal Revenue 
Code. 

9/4/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 1265 

(Perea) 
Public-Private 
Partnerships 

Extends existing statutory authority for Caltrans and regional transportation agencies, including the 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA), to utilize public-private partnerships for 
transportation infrastructure projects to January 1, 2030. 

4/29/15 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

Support 

AB 1284 

(Baker) 
Toll Bridge Program 
Oversight Committee 

Subjects the Toll Bridge Program Oversight Committee, which oversees seismic retrofit and 
replacement projects related to the seven state-owned toll bridges in the Bay Area, to the 
requirements under the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act. 

4/8/15 Signed into 
Law:  Chapter 
#172 
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AB 1287 

(Chiu) 
San Francisco:  
Forward-Facing 
Cameras 

Indefinitely extends the authorization for the city/county of San Francisco to install forward-facing 
cameras on San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (San Francisco Muni) buses for the 
purpose of video-imaging parking violations occurring in transit-only traffic lanes. 

6/18/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 1288 

(Atkins) 
California Air 
Resources Board 

Increases the membership of the California Air Resources Board (CARB) from 12 to 14, with the 
Governor appointing 12 members, and the Senate Rules Committee and the Speaker of the 
Assembly each appointing one member.  Requires the appointments of the Senate Rules Committee 
and Assembly Speaker to be individuals who work directly with communities in California that are 
most significantly burdened by and vulnerable to high levels of pollution, including communities 
with diverse racial and ethnic populations, and communities with low-income populations. 

9/10/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 1315 

(Alejo) 
Public Contracts:  
Water Pollution 
Prevention Plans 

Prohibits a public entity from delegating to a contractor the development of a plan used to prevent 
or reduce water pollution or runoff on a public works contract. 

4/21/15 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 
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AB 1335 

(Atkins) 
Building Homes and 
Jobs Act 

Enacts the Building Homes and Jobs Act.  Beginning January 1, 2016, imposes a fee of $75 to be 
paid at the time of recording of every real estate instrument, paper or notice required or permitted 
by law to be recorded per each single transaction per single parcel of real property.  Specifies that 
this fee shall not exceed $225.  Prohibits the fee from being imposed on any real estate instrument, 
paper or notice recorded in connection with a transfer of real property that is a residential dwelling 
to an owner-occupier.  Deposits the revenues derived from the fee in the Building Homes and Jobs 
Trust Fund for expenditure by the Department of Housing and Community Development.  Upon 
appropriation by the Legislature, requires 20 percent of the revenues in the trust fund to be 
expended for affordable owner-occupied workforce housing, and 10 percent to address affordable 
homeownership and rental housing opportunities for agricultural workers and their families.  
Requires the remainder of the money in the trust fund to be expended for the following purposes:  
(1) the development, acquisition, rehabilitation, and preservation of rental housing that is affordable 
to extremely low-income, very low-income, low-income, and moderate-income households;  (2) 
affordable rental and ownership housing that meets the needs of a growing workforce up to 120 
percent of area median income;  (3) matching portions of funds placed into local or regional 
housing trust funds;  (4) matching portions of funds available through the Low and Moderate 
Income Housing Asset Fund;  (5) capitalized reserves for services connected to the creation of new 
permanent supportive housing, including developments funded through the Veterans Housing and 
Homelessness Prevention Program;  (6) emergency shelters, transitional housing and rapid 
rehousing;  (7) accessibility modifications;  (8) efforts to acquire and rehabilitate foreclosed or 
vacant homes; and  (9) homeownership opportunities, including down payment assistance.  At the 
time of the Department of Finance’s adjustments to the proposed FY 2016 budget, requires the 
Department of Housing and Community Development to submit to the Legislature an initial 
Building Homes and Jobs Investment Strategy.  Beginning with FY 2021, and every five years 
thereafter, requires the department to update this investment strategy and submit it to the 
Legislature concurrent with the release of the Governor’s proposed budget.  Requires the 
investment strategy to do all of the following:  (1) identify the statewide needs, goals, objectives, 
and outcomes for housing for a five-year period;  (2) provide for a geographically balanced 
distribution of funds, including a 50-percent direct allocation to local governments;  (3) emphasize 
investments that serve households that are at or below 60 percent of area median income;  (4) 
encourage economic development and job creation by helping to meet the housing needs of a 
growing workforce up to 120 percent of area median income;  (5) identify opportunities for 
coordination among state departments and agencies;  (6) incentivize the use and coordination of 
non-traditional funding sources; and  (7) incentivize innovative approaches that produce cost 
savings to local and state services by reducing the instability of housing for frequent, high-cost 
users of hospitals, jails, detoxification facilities, psychiatric hospitals, and emergency shelters.  
Requires expenditure requests in the Governor’s proposed budget to be consistent with the Building 
Housing and Jobs Investment Strategy.  Declares the intent of the Legislature to enact a bill to 
create a Secretary of Housing within state government to oversee all activities related to housing in 
California. 

6/3/15 Assembly Floor  
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AB 1336 

(Salas) 
Cap-and-Trade:  
Disadvantaged 
Communities 

Requires a minimum of 40 percent, rather than 25 percent, of available cap-and-trade auction 
proceeds in the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund to be allocated to projects that benefit 
disadvantaged communities. 

3/26/15 Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee 

 

AB 1347 

(Chiu) 
Public Works 
Contracts:  Claims 

Establishes a claim resolution process that would be applicable to all public works contracts entered 
into by a public entity on or after January 1, 2016.  Upon receipt of a claim from a contractor sent 
by registered mail or certified mail with return receipt requested, requires the public entity to 
conduct a reasonable review of the claim and, within a period not to exceed 45 days, to provide a 
written statement to the contractor identifying what portion of the claim is disputed and what 
portion is undisputed.  Allows this time period to be extended by mutual agreement between the 
public entity and the contractor.  Requires the contractor to furnish reasonable documentation to 
support the claim.  Specifies that if a public entity needs approval from its governing board to 
provide such a written statement to the contractor and its governing board does not meet within the 
45-day period or within the mutually agreed to extension of time following receipt of the claim, 
allows the public entity to have up to three days following the next publicly noticed meeting of its 
governing board after the 45-day period or time extension to provide the written statement to the 
contractor.  Provides that failure by the public entity to respond to the claim within the specified 
time period shall result in the claim being rejected in its entirety.  Requires any payment due on the 
undisputed portion of the claim to be processed and made within 60 days after the public entity 
issues its written statement.  If the contractor disputes the public entity’s written statement or if the 
public entity fails to respond to a claim within the time prescribed, allows the contractor to demand 
in writing an informal conference to meet and confer for settlement of the issues in dispute.  
Requires any disputed portion of the claim following the conclusion of the meet-and-confer 
conference, as identified in writing, to be submitted to non-binding arbitration, with the public 
entity and the contractor sharing the associated costs equally.  Unless otherwise agreed to by the 
public entity and the contractor in writing, provides that the mediation conducted pursuant to this 
bill shall excuse any further obligation to mediate after litigation has commenced.  Allows a 
contractor to present a claim to a public entity on behalf of a subcontractor or a lower-tier 
subcontractor lacking legal standing to assert such a claim.  Requires the contractor to notify the 
subcontractor in writing within 45 days as to whether the claim was presented to the public entity, 
or to provide the subcontractor a statement of reasons as to why the claim was not presented.  
Subjects amounts for claims not paid by the public entity to the contractor in a timely manner as 
required by this bill to bear interest at 7 percent per annum.  Exempts certain state agencies from 
the provisions of the bill.  Sunsets the provisions of the bill on January 1, 2019. 

9/4/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

9.a



2015-2016 Legislative History        Page 30 of 58 
      

State Assembly 

Bills 
Subject Last 

Amended 

Status VTA 

Position 

AB 1360 

(Ting) 
Transportation 
Network Companies:  
Ridesharing 

Allows a transportation network company or a charter-party carrier of passengers that prearranges a 
ride among multiple passengers who share the ride in whole or in part to charge an individual fare, 
rather than a vehicle-mileage or time-of-use fare, provided that all of the following conditions are 
met:  (1) the vehicle seats no more than seven passengers, not including the driver;  (2) the driver is 
a participating driver, as defined;  (3) the vehicle is not used to provide public transit services or to 
carry passengers over a fixed route;  (4) the vehicle is not used to provide pupil transportation or 
public paratransit services; and  (5) the individual fare for each passenger is less than the fare that 
would be charged for the same ride to a passenger traveling alone. 

7/2/15 Senate Energy, 
Utilities & 
Communications 
Committee 

 

AB 1364 

(Linder) 
California 
Transportation 
Commission 

Excludes the California Transportation Commission (CTC) from the California State 
Transportation Agency (CalSTA), and establishes it as a separate and independent entity in state 
government. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

AB 1398 

(Wilk) 
CEQA:  Sustainable 
Environmental 
Protection Act 

Enacts the Sustainable Environmental Protection Act.  Prohibits a cause of action on the grounds of 
non-compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) that relates to any topical 
area or criteria for which compliance obligations are identified.  Also prohibits challenges to 
environmental documents based on non-compliance with CEQA if:  (1) the environmental 
document discloses compliance with applicable environmental laws;  (2) the project conforms with 
the use designation, density or building intensity in an applicable plan; and  (3) the project approval 
incorporates applicable mitigation requirements into the environmental document.  Specifies that 
the provisions of this bill only apply if the lead agency or project applicant has agreed to provide to 
the public in a readily accessible electronic format an annual compliance report prepared pursuant 
to a mitigation monitoring and reporting program required by CEQA. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Natural 
Resources 
Committee 

 

AB 1422 

(Cooper) 
Transportation 
Network Companies:  
Pull-Notice System 

Requires a transportation network company to participate in the Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) pull-notice system to regularly check the driving records of all participating drivers, 
regardless of whether the participate driver is an employee or an independent contractor of the 
transportation network company. 

7/16/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 1459 

(Kim) 
Toll Lanes:  Orange 
County 

Prohibits Caltrans from seeking or providing funding for construction of a toll lane on a public 
highway in Orange County unless the project is first approved by a two-thirds vote of the board of 
directors of the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA). 

4/14/15 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 
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AB 1482 

(Gordon) 
Climate Adaptation 

By July 1, 2017, and every three years thereafter, requires the Natural Resources Agency to update 
the state’s climate adaptation strategy, known as the Safeguarding California Plan.  As part of the 
update, requires the Natural Resources Agency to coordinate with other state agencies to identify a 
lead agency or group of agencies to lead adaptation efforts in each sector.  Requires updates to the 
Safeguarding California Plan to include all of the following:  (1) vulnerabilities to climate change 
by sector, as identified by the lead agency or group of agencies, and by regions; and  (2) priority 
actions needed to reduce risks in those sectors, as identified by the lead agency or group of 
agencies.  Requires the Natural Resources Agency to report annually to the Legislature on actions 
taken by each applicable agency to implement the Safeguarding California Plan.  To address the 
vulnerabilities identified in the Safeguarding California Plan, requires state agencies to work to 
maximize, where applicable and feasible, the following objectives:  (1) educating the public about 
the consequences of climate change;  (2) ensuring that there is a continued repository for scientific 
data on climate change and climate adaptation in California in order to facilitate educated state and 
local policy decisions; and to help identify primary risks from climate change to residents, property, 
communities, and natural systems across the state;  (3) promoting the use of the plan to inform 
planning decisions; and to ensure that state investments consider climate change impacts, as well as 
promote the use of natural systems and natural infrastructure, when developing physical 
infrastructure to address adaptation;  (4) encouraging regional collaborative planning efforts to 
address regional climate change impacts and adaptation strategies;  (5) promoting drought 
resiliency through an integrated water supply, delivery and capture system that is coordinated; and 
that can be resilient to a multi-year drought scenario, while protecting water quality and public 
health;  (6) building resilient communities by developing urban greening projects that reduce air 
pollution and heat reflection in urban areas; and that create livable, sustainable communities in 
urban cores to promote infill development and reduce greenhouse gas emissions;  (7) protecting and 
enhancing habitat, species strongholds and wildlife corridors that are critical to the preservation of 
specifies that are at risk from the consequences of climate change; and  (8) promoting actions to 
ensure healthy soils and sustainable agriculture; inform reliable transportation planning; improve 
emergency management response across sectors; ensure sufficient, reliable and safe energy; 
improve capacity to reduce and respond to public health threats; address the impacts of climate 
change on disadvantaged communities; and protect cultural resources from the impacts of climate 
change. 

9/1/15 Governor’s 
Office 

 

AB 1509 

(R. Hernandez) 
Employees:  Protected 
Disclosures and 
Complaints 

Prohibits an employer from discharging an employee, or in any manner discriminating, retaliating 
or taking an adverse action against an employee because he or she is a family member of a person 
who has:  (1) filed a claim with or instituted a proceeding before the Labor Commissioner;  (2) 
testified or is going to testify in a proceeding before the Labor Commissioner;  (3) disclosed 
information to a government or law enforcement agency, as specified;  (4) participated on an 
occupational health and safety committee; or  (5) exercised any other rights under the state’s 
Whistleblower Protection Statutes. 

8/31/15 Governor’s 
Office 
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ACA 3 

(Gallagher) 
Public Employees’ 
Retirement 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to make several 
changes to retirement benefits for public employees.  Requires any enhancement to a public 
employee’s retirement formula or benefit adopted on or after the effective date of this constitutional 
amendment to apply only to serve performed on and after the operative date of the enhancement, 
and not to any service performed prior to that date.  Provides that if a change to a public 
employee’s retirement membership classification or a change in employment results in an 
enhancement to the retirement formula or benefit applicable to that employee, requires that 
enhancement to apply only to serve performed on or after the operative date of the change, and not 
to service performed prior to that date.  Specifies that an increase to a retiree’s annual cost-of-living 
adjustment within existing statutory limits is not considered to be an enhancement to a retirement 
benefit. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Public 
Employees, 
Retirement & 
Social Security 
Committee 

 

ACA 4 

(Frazier) 
Local Transportation 
Special Taxes 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to allow a city, 
county or special district to impose, extend or increase a sales and use or a transactions and use tax 
for the purpose of providing funding for local transportation projects, if approved by a 55 percent 
majority vote.  Defines “local transportation project” to mean the planning, design, development, 
financing, construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, improvement, acquisition, lease, operation, 
or maintenance of local streets, roads and highways; state highways and freeways; and public 
transit systems.  Specifies that this constitutional amendment shall become effective upon approval 
by the voters, and shall apply to any local measure imposing, extending or increasing a sales and 
use or transactions and use tax to fund local transportation projects that is submitted at the same 
election. 

8/17/15 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

Support 

ABX1-1 

(Alejo) 
Transportation 
Funding 
 

Retains the revenues generated by vehicle weight fees in the State Highway Account, and requires 
the General Fund to pay debt service on transportation general obligation bonds.  With regard to the 
revenues derived from increases in the state gasoline excise tax resulting from the transportation 
funding swap initially enacted in 2010 and reaffirmed in 2011, requires all of the money to be 
allocated in the following  manner:  (1) 44 percent to the State Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP);  (2) 44 percent to cities and counties for local streets and roads; and  (3) 12 
percent to the State Highway Operation & Protection Program (SHOPP).  With respect to any loans 
made to the General Fund from the State Highway Account, the Public Transportation Account, the 
Bicycle Transportation Account, the Motor Vehicle Fuel Account, the Highway Users Tax 
Account, the Pedestrian Safety Account, the Transportation Investment Fund, the Traffic 
Congestion Relief Fund, the Motor Vehicle Account, and the Local Airport Loan Account with a 
repayment date of January 1, 2019, or later to be repaid to the account from which the loan was 
made by December 31, 2018.  Recaptures revenues generated by Caltrans through the rental or sale 
of property, the sale of documents and other miscellaneous services to the public for transportation 
purposes. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk Support 

ABX1-2 

(Perea) 
Public-Private 
Partnerships 

Extends existing statutory authority for Caltrans and regional transportation agencies, including the 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA), to utilize public-private partnerships for 
transportation infrastructure projects indefinitely. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk Support 
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ABX1-3 

(Frazier) 
Transportation 
Funding:  State 
Highways and Local 
Roadways 

Declares the intent of the Legislature to enact a bill to establish permanent, sustainable sources of 
transportation funding to maintain and repair highways, local roads, bridges, and other critical 
transportation infrastructure. 

9/3/15 Conference 
Committee 

 

ABX1-4 

(Frazier) 
Transportation 
Funding:  Trade 
Corridors and Local 
Transportation 
Infrastructure 

Declares the intent of the Legislature to enact a bill to establish permanent, sustainable sources of 
transportation funding to improve the state’s key trade corridors, and support efforts by local 
governments to repair and improve local transportation infrastructure. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Rules 
Committee 

 

ABX1-6 

(R. Hernandez) 
Cap-and-Trade:  
Affordable Housing 
and Sustainable 
Communities Program 

Requires 20 percent of the cap-and-trade auction proceeds provided to the Affordable Housing and 
Sustainable Communities Program to be allocated to rural areas.  Requires half of these funds to be 
allocated to eligible affordable housing projects.  Requires the Strategic Growth Council to amend 
its guidelines for the Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities Program to be consistent 
with the provisions of this bill. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  

ABX1-7 

(Nazarian) 
Cap-and-Trade:  
Public Transit Funding 

Increases the amount of cap-and-trade auction proceeds continuously appropriated from the 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund to the Low Carbon Transit Operations Program from 5 percent to 
10 percent, and to the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program from 10 percent to 20 percent. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk Support 

ABX1-8 

(Chiu) 
Diesel Sales Tax 

Increases the sales and use tax rate on diesel fuel by 3.5 percent.  Dedicates the revenues derived 
from this increase to the State Transit Assistance Program (STA). 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk Support 

ABX1-9 

(Levine) 
Richmond-San Rafael 
Bridge 

By September 30, 2015, requires Caltrans to implement an operational improvement project that 
does the following:  (1) temporarily restores to automobile traffic the third eastbound lane on I-580 
that existed prior to 1977 and that was temporarily restored immediately following the Loma Prieta 
earthquake, from the beginning of the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge in Marin County to Marine 
Street in Contra Costa County; and  (2) temporarily converts the existing one-way bicycle lane 
along the north side of westbound I-580 from the Marine Street Interchange to Stenmark Drive and 
the toll plaza in Contra Costa County into a bidirectional bicycle and pedestrian lane.  Requires 
Caltrans to keep the temporary third automobile lane and the temporarily bidirectional bicycle lane 
in place until the department has completed the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge Access Improvement 
Project. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  
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ABX1-10 

(Levine) 
Public Works 
Contracts:  Mega-
Infrastructure Projects 

Prohibits a state entity in a mega-infrastructure project contract from providing for the payment of 
extra compensation to the contractor until the project has been completed, and an independent third 
party has verified that the project meets all architectural or engineering plans and safety 
specifications of the contract.  Applies to contracts entered into or amended on or after the effective 
date of the bill.  Defines “mega-infrastructure project” to mean the erection, construction, 
alteration, repair, or improvement of any public structure, building, road, or other public 
improvement of any kind that exceeds $1 billion in cost. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  

ABX1-12 

(Nazarian) 
LA Metro:  Public-
Private Partnerships 

Authorizes the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LA Metro) to enter 
into agreements with private entities for transportation projects in Los Angeles County, including 
on the state highway system, subject to various terms and requirements.  Allow LA Metro to 
impose tolls and user fees for use of those projects.  Requires LA Metro to implement such projects 
on the state highway system in cooperation with Caltrans pursuant to an agreement that addresses 
all matters related to design, construction, maintenance, and operation of state highway facilities in 
connection with the project.  Authorizes LA Metro to issue bonds to finance any costs necessary to 
implement such a project, payable from revenues generated from the project or other available 
resources. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  

ABX1-13 

(Grove) 
Cap-and-Trade:  State 
Highways and Local 
Streets/Roads 

For FY 2016, reduces the amount of cap-and-trade auction proceeds deposited into the Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction Fund that are continuously appropriated to the Affordable Housing and Sustainable 
Communities Program from 20 percent to 10 percent.  Beginning in FY 2017, continuously 
appropriates 50 percent of the cap-and-trade auction proceeds deposited into the Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund to the State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP), and 50 percent 
to cities and counties for local streets/roads. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  

ABX1-14 

(Waldron) 
General Fund 
Appropriations:  State 
Highways and Local 
Streets/Roads 

Continuously appropriates $1 billion from the General Fund to be distributed as follows:  (1) 50 
percent to the State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP); and  (2) 50 percent to 
cities and counties for local streets/roads. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  

ABX1-15 

(Patterson) 
Caltrans:  Capital 
Outlay Support 

Reduces the FY 2016 appropriation to Caltrans for capital outlay support by $500 million and, 
instead, distributes this money as follows:  (1) 50 percent to the State Highway Operation and 
Protection Program (SHOPP); and  (2) 50 percent to cities and counties for local streets/roads. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  
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ABX1-16 

(Patterson) 
Pilot Program:  
Transferring State 
Highways to Local 
Agencies 

Establishes a five-year pilot program under which two counties, one in Northern California and one 
in Southern California, would be selected to operate, maintain and make improvements to all state 
highways within their respective jurisdictions.  For the duration of the pilot program, requires 
Caltrans to convey all of its authority and responsibility over state highways in a participating 
county to the applicable county or regional transportation agency.  Requires the pilot program to 
begin no later than January 1, 2017.  Requires the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to 
administer and oversee the pilot program, and to select the counties that will participate in the 
program from applications received by the commission.  For the duration of the pilot program, 
requires funding to be appropriated as block grants in the annual Budget Act to the participating 
counties in an amount equivalent to federal and state dollars otherwise to be expended by Caltrans 
on state highways in those counties, including money for operations, maintenance, capital outlay 
support, the State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP), and the State 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).  In consultation with Caltrans, requires the CTC to 
determine the applicable grant amounts for each participating county, and to submit its 
recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature.  Provides that any cost savings realized by a 
participating county, compared to comparable expenditures that otherwise would have been 
undertaken by Caltrans on state highways in the county in the absence of the pilot program, may be 
used by the county for other transportation priorities consistent with eligible expenditures for the 
funding sources involved, subject to approval by the CTC. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  

ABX1-17 

(Achadjian) 
Cap-and-Trade:  State 
Highway Operation 
and Protection 
Program 

Beginning in FY 2017, continuously appropriates 25 percent of the cap-and-trade auction proceeds 
deposited into the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund to the State Highway Operation and Protection 
Program (SHOPP). 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  

ABX1-18 

(Linder) 
Vehicle Weight Fee 
Revenues 

Beginning January 1, 2016, prohibits vehicle weight fee revenues from being used to pay debt 
service on transportation-related, general obligation bonds. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk Support 

ABX1-19 

(Linder) 
California 
Transportation 
Commission 

Excludes the California Transportation Commission (CTC) from the California State 
Transportation Agency (CalSTA), and establishes it as a separate and independent entity in state 
government. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  

ABX1-20 

(Gaines) 
State Government:  
Elimination of Vacant 
Positions 

Requires the Department of Human Resources to eliminate 25 percent of the vacation positions in 
state government that are funded by the General Fund.  Continuously appropriates $685 million 
from the General Fund, with 50 percent to be made available to Caltrans for maintenance of the 
state highway system or for projects funded under the State Highway Operation and Protection 
Program (SHOPP), and 50 percent to be made available to cities and counties for local 
streets/roads. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  
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ABX1-21 

(Obernolte) 
Environmental 
Quality:  Highway 
Projects 

Prohibits a court in a judicial action or proceeding under the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) from staying or enjoining a project related to constructing or improving a highway unless 
the court finds either of the following:  (1) the project presents an imminent threat to the public 
health and safety; or  (2) the project site contains unforeseen important Native American artifacts, 
or unforeseen important historical, archaeological or ecological values that would be materially, 
permanently and adversely affected by the project unless the court stays or enjoins the project. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  

ABX1-22 

(Patterson) 
Design-Build 
Contracting:  Highway 
Projects 

Authorizes Caltrans to utilize design-build contracting for an unlimited number of state highway 
projects, and requires the department to contract with consultants to perform construction 
inspection services related to those projects.  For design-build contracts for state highway projects 
administered by regional transportation agencies, including the Santa Clara Valley Transportation 
Agency (VTA), eliminates the requirement in existing law that Caltrans perform construction 
inspection services related to those projects. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  

ABX1-23 

(E. Garcia) 
Transportation 
Projects:  
Disadvantaged 
Communities 

By January 1, 2017, requires the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to establish a 
process whereby Caltrans and local agencies receiving funding for highway capital improvement 
projects from the State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP), or from the State 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) prioritize projects that provide meaningful benefits to 
the mobility and safety needs of disadvantaged community residents, as identified by the 
community through strong public participation.  In this regard, requires the CTC to do all of the 
following:  (1) establish a funding floor where no less than 35 percent of rehabilitation and 
reconstruction projects are located in urban and rural disadvantaged communities, and provide 
meaningful benefits to the residents of those communities;  (2) include robust public stakeholder 
engagement with regard to the development of guidelines relating to the prioritization of projects in 
disadvantaged communities; and  (3) prioritize projects that recruit, hire and train low-income, 
formerly incarcerated, or disconnected youth and adults, as well as other individuals with barriers 
to employment.  Specifies that a “disadvantaged community” means a community with any of the 
following characteristics:  (1) an area with a median household income that is less than 80 percent 
of the statewide median household income based on the most current census-tract-level data from 
the American Community Survey;  (2) an area identified as among the most disadvantaged 25 
percent of areas in the state according to the California Environmental Protection Agency 
(CalEPA), based on the latest version of CalEnviroScreen scores; or  (3) an area where at least 75 
percent of public school students are eligible to receive free or reduced-price meals under the 
National School Lunch Program.  Requires $125 million to be appropriated annually from the State 
Highway Account to the Active Transportation Program, with these additional funds to be used for 
network grants that prioritize projects in underserved areas. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  

9.a
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SB 1 

(Gaines) 
Cap-and-Trade:  
Transportation Fuels 

Delays the inclusion of suppliers of transportation fuels in the cap-and-trade system administered by the 
California Air Resources Board (CARB) from January 1, 2015, to January 1, 2025. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee 

 

SB 3 

(Leno) 
Minimum Wage 

Increases the minimum wage for all industries as follows:  (1) to $11 per hour beginning January 1, 
2016; and  (2) to $13 per hour beginning July 1, 2017.  Commencing on January 1, 2019, requires the 
Industrial Welfare Commission to automatically adjust the minimum wage each year to maintain 
employee purchasing power diminished by the rate of inflation that occurred during the previous year.  
Requires the automatic adjustment to be calculated using the California Consumer Price Index.  
Prohibits the Industrial Welfare Commission from adjusting the minimum wage if the average 
percentage of inflation for the previous year was negative.  Specifies that the provisions of the bill 
apply to all industries, including public and private employment. 

3/11/15 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 5 

(Vidak) 
Cap-and-Trade:  
Transportation Fuels 

Delays the inclusion of suppliers of transportation fuels in the cap-and-trade system administered by the 
California Air Resources Board (CARB) from January 1, 2015, to January 1, 2020.  Applies the 
provisions of the bill retroactively from January 1, 2015. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee 

 

SB 8 

(Hertzberg) 
Sales and Use Tax:  
Services 

Imposes a state sales and use tax on the gross receipts from the sale of, or the receipt of the benefits of, 
services at an unspecified rate. 

2/10/15 Senate 
Governance & 
Finance 
Committee 

 

9.a
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SB 9 

(Beall) 
Cap-and-Trade:  
Transit and Intercity 
Rail Capital Program 

Clarifies that the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program funded with cap-and-trade auction proceeds 
will be used for transformative capital improvements that will modernize California’s intercity, 
commuter and urban rail systems; and bus and ferry transit systems to achieve all of the following 
policy objectives:  (1) reducing greenhouse gas emissions;  (2) expanding and improving public transit 
service to increase ridership;  (3) integrating the service of the state’s various public rail operators, 
including integration with high-speed rail; and  (4) improving public transit safety.  Defines 
“transformative capital improvements” to mean a rail, bus or ferry project that will significantly reduce 
vehicle miles traveled, congestion and greenhouse gas emissions by creating a new transit system, 
increasing the capacity of an existing transit system, or otherwise significantly increasing the ridership 
of a transit system.  In selecting projects for funding under this program, requires the California State 
Transportation Agency (CalSTA) to consider the extent to which a project reduces greenhouse gas 
emissions.  In addition, requires CalSTA to consider whether a project:  (1) reduces the number of auto 
trips;  (2) improves connectivity, integration and coordination of the state’s various public transit 
systems, including the high-speed rail system;  (3) has supplemental funding committed to it from non-
state sources; and  (4) increases public transit ridership.  Allows an eligible applicant to submit an 
application to CalSTA to fund a project over multiple fiscal years.  Authorizes CalSTA to make multi-
year funding commitments for projects that are proposed by an eligible applicant to be funded from the 
Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program over a period of more than one fiscal year.  Requires an 
application to:  (1) define the project purpose, intended scope, proposed cost, intended funding sources, 
and schedule for project completion;  (2) specify the phases of work for which an eligible applicant is 
seeking an allocation of funds from the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program;  (3) identify the 
sources and timing of all funds required to undertake and complete any phase of a project for which an 
eligible applicant is seeking an allocation of funds from the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program; 
and  (4) include information describing the funding sources and approach to ensuring that ongoing 
operating and maintenance costs of the project are funded through the useful life of the project, as 
applicable.  Allows an eligible applicant to submit more than one grant application for consideration for 
funding under the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program.  By July 1, 2018, requires CalSTA to 
approve a five-year program of projects for funding under the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital 
Program, beginning with FY 2019.  Requires CalSTA to update the program of projects every two 
years.  Allows an eligible applicant to use a project study report or equivalent document to demonstrate 
the eligibility of a project for inclusion in the five-year program of projects.  For a project to be funded 
from the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program over a period of more than one fiscal year, requires 
CalSTA, at the request of an eligible application, to enter into and execute a multi-year funding 
agreement with the applicant for an amount of program dollars and for a duration, as determined jointly 
by CalSTA and the applicant.  Allows for the use of Letters of No Prejudice (LONPs), so that project 
sponsors can advance their projects with local money and then get reimbursed with Transit and Intercity 
Rail Capital Program dollars when they become available. 

9/1/15 Governor’s Office Support 

9.a
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SB 16 

(Beall) 
Road Maintenance 
and Rehabilitation 
Program 

Establishes the Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation Program for an initial five-year period running 
through FY 2020.  Allows the Legislature to reauthorize the program beyond FY 2020.  Proposes to 
generate between $2 billion and $4 billion per year in new revenues for transportation purposes from 
the following sources:  (1) a temporary 10-cent increase in the gasoline excise tax;  (2) a temporary 12-
cent increase in the diesel excise tax;  (3) a temporary registration surcharge of $35 per year imposed on 
all motor vehicles;  (4) an additional, permanent registration surcharge of $100 per year imposed on 
zero-emission vehicles;  (5) full repayment over the next three years of all outstanding loans owed by 
the General Fund to the State Highway Account, the Motor Vehicle Fuel Account, the Highway Users 
Tax Account (HUTA), and the Motor Vehicle Account; and  (6) permanent recapture of vehicle weight 
fee revenues for transportation projects to be accomplished incrementally over a five-year period.  
Provides for an incremental increase over a five-year period in the vehicle license fee from 0.65 percent 
to 1 percent of the market value of a vehicle to backfill the General Fund for the loss of vehicle weight 
fee revenues.  Dedicates these license fee revenues to paying debt service for transportation-related 
general obligation bonds.  Terminates the increases in the gasoline and diesel excise taxes, as well as 
the $35 vehicle registration surcharge, if the Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation Program is not 
reauthorized.  Calls for 2 cents of the 12-cent increase in the diesel excise tax to be deposited into the 
Trade Corridors Improvement Fund and used for goods movement projects programmed by the 
California Transportation Commission (CTC).  Requires the balance to be deposited into a new Road 
Maintenance and Rehabilitation Account.  Requires 5 percent of the funds in the Road Maintenance and 
Rehabilitation Account to be set aside for allocation to counties that currently do not have a local 
transportation sales tax in place, but gain voter approval for one after July 1, 2015.  Requires the CTC 
to develop guidelines to define the specific methodology that would be used to distribute these funds to 
eligible counties.  Specifies that any of the 5-percent set-aside that is not allocated to counties in a given 
fiscal year would be split 50/50 between the State Highway Operation and Protection Program 
(SHOPP) and local streets/roads.  Allocates the remaining balance in the account after the 5-percent set-
aside as follows:  (1) 50 percent to the SHOPP; and  (2) 50 percent to cities and counties for 
maintenance and rehabilitation work on their local roadway systems.  In order to remain eligible for an 
allocation under the Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation Program, requires cities and counties to 
maintain their historic commitment of local funds for street/road purposes by annually spending not less 
than the average of its expenditures from FY 2010, FY 2011 and FY 2012.  Establishes a substantial 
oversight role for the CTC to ensure that the funds allocated under the Road Maintenance and 
Rehabilitation Program are used by Caltrans and cities/counties in the most efficient and effective 
manner possible.  Requires Caltrans, by April 1, 2016, to submit a plan to the CTC to increase the 
department’s efficiency by up to 30 percent over the subsequent three years. 

6/1/15 Senate Floor Support 

9.a
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SB 32 

(Pavley) 
Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions Limit 

Requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB), based on the best available scientific, 
technological and economic assessments, to approve a statewide greenhouse gas emissions limit that is 
equivalent to 40 percent below the 1990 level to be achieved by 2030.  Requires CARB to make 
recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature on how to continue reductions of greenhouse gas 
emissions beyond 2030.  Provides that the Legislature and appropriate state agencies should adopt 
complementary policies ensuring that long-term emissions reductions advance all of the following:  (1) 
job growth and local economic benefits;  (2) public health benefits for California residents, particularly 
in disadvantaged communities, that result from direct onsite reductions of greenhouse gas emissions;  
(3) innovation in technology, as well as in energy, water and resource management practices; and  (4) 
regional and international collaboration to adopt similar greenhouse gas emissions reduction policies.  
Specifies that CARB shall not take any action to implement the next update of its scoping plan for 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions unless it has conducted an evaluation of both of the following:  (1) 
the current and projected actions that other jurisdictions within the United States and around the world 
are taking to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and how those actions compare to and complement 
California’s efforts; and  (2) the cost effectiveness of the various emissions reduction strategies that 
CARB has undertaken to achieve the 2020 statewide greenhouse gas emissions limit.  Requires CARB 
to submit the next update of its scoping plan to the Legislature.  Allows the Legislature to modify, 
reject or delay some or all of the scoping plan update before its approval by CARB.  By January 1, 
2017, and each year thereafter, requires CARB to submit to the Legislature a report that contains both 
of the following:  (1) a detailed list of regulatory policies that have been adopted and implemented by 
state agencies in furtherance of achieving the statewide greenhouse gas emissions limit; and  (2) the 
amounts, sources and locations of greenhouse gas emissions reductions achieved toward the statewide 
limit.  By July 1, 2017, requires the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment to prepare and 
make available a report analyzing the impacts of the statewide greenhouse gas emissions limit on 
disadvantaged communities.  Requires this report to include all of the following:  (1) tracking and 
analysis of greenhouse gas emissions, criteria air pollutants and other pollutant emission levels in 
disadvantaged communities;  (2) compliance strategies used for greenhouse gas emissions sources in 
disadvantaged communities; and  (3) analysis of public health and other relevant environmental health 
exposure indicators related to air pollutants in disadvantaged communities. 

9/10/15 Assembly Natural 
Resources 
Committee 

 

9.a
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SB 34 

(Hill) 
Automated License 
Plate Recognition 
Systems 

Requires an operator and an end-user of an automated license plate recognition (ALPR) system to do all 
of the following:  (1) maintain reasonable security procedures and practices, including operational, 
administrative, technical, and physical safeguards, to protect ALPR information from unauthorized 
access, destruction, use, modification, or disclosure; and  (2) implement a usage and privacy policy in 
order to ensure that the collection, use, maintenance, sharing, and dissemination of ALPR information 
is consistent with respect for individuals’ privacy and civil liberties.  If an ALRP operator accesses or 
provides access to ALPR information, requires the operator to do both of the following:  (1) maintain a 
record of that access; and  (2) use that ALRP information only for the authorized purposes in its usage 
and privacy policy.  In addition to any other sanctions, penalties or remedies provided under current 
law, allows an individual who has been harmed by a violation under the provisions of this bill to bring a 
civil action in any court of competent jurisdiction against a person who knowingly caused the harm.  
Includes in the definition of “personal information” data collected through the use or operation of an 
ALPR system, when that information is not encrypted and is used in combination with an individual’s 
name. 

9/1/15 Governor’s Office  

SB 39 

(Pavley) 
HOV Lanes:  Low-
Emission and Fuel-
Efficient Vehicles 

Increases the number of green stickers that can be issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) 
to allow certain low-emission and fuel-efficient vehicles to use high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes 
regardless of the number of occupants from 70,000 to 85,000. 

4/8/15 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

SB 64 

(Liu) 
California 
Transportation Plan 

Requires the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to:  (1) review the update to the California 
Transportation Plan prepared by Caltrans in 2015 and every five years thereafter; and  (2) prepare 
specific, action-oriented and pragmatic recommendations for transportation system improvements.  
Requires the CTC to submit a report containing its specific recommendations to the Governor and the 
Legislature by December 31, 2016, and every five years thereafter.  Requires the CTC to include in its 
annual report to the Legislature specific, action-oriented and pragmatic recommendations for legislation 
to improve California’s transportation system. 

6/24/15 Governor’s Office  

SB 122 

(Jackson) 
CEQA:  Record of 
Proceedings 

At the request of a project applicant, requires the lead agency for California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) purposes to prepare a record of proceedings concurrently with the preparation of a negative 
declaration, mitigated negative declaration, environmental impact report (EIR), or other environmental 
documents for the project, as specified.  Requires the Office of Planning and Research to establish and 
maintain a database for the collection, storage, retrieval, and dissemination of environmental 
documents, notices of exemption, notices of preparation, notices of determination, and notices of 
completion provided to the office.  Requires a lead agency to submit a sufficient number of copies, in 
either a hard copy or electronic form as required by the Office of Planning and Research, of its draft 
environmental document, proposed negative declaration or proposed mitigated negative declaration to 
the State Clearinghouse for review and comment by state agencies.  Requires a lead agency to accept 
comments on these documents through electronic mail and to treat such comments as equivalent to 
written comments. 

6/1/15 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

9.a
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SB 158 

(Huff) 
Public-Private 
Partnerships:  I-710 
Gap Closure Project 

Allows Caltrans to enter into an agreement to implement a public-private partnership for the I-710 Gap 
Closure Project in Los Angeles County on or after January 1, 2017, which is when current state 
statutory authority for utilizing public-private partnerships for transportation projects expires. 

3/26/15 Senate 
Transportation & 
Housing 
Committee 

 

SB 189 

(Hueso) 
Clean Energy and 
Low-Carbon 
Economic and Jobs 
Growth Blue Ribbon 
Committee 

Creates the Clean Energy and Low-Carbon Economic and Jobs Growth Blue Ribbon Committee within 
the California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) to be comprised of seven members 
appointed by the Governor, the Speaker of the Assembly and the Senate Rules Committee.  Requires 
the committee to consist solely of persons with expertise in economic, financial or policy aspects of 
clean energy, economic growth, job creation, workforce standards, or employment opportunities for 
disadvantaged workers.  Requires the committee to advise state agencies on the most effective ways to:  
(1) expend funds related to clean energy and the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions; and  (2) 
implement policies in order to maximize California’s economic and employment benefits.  In addition, 
requires the committee to do all of the following:  (1) develop guidance for tracking, reporting and 
evaluating jobs outcomes for state clean energy and low-carbon investments;  (2) develop guidance to 
measure the quantity and quality of jobs created by state clean energy and low-carbon investments, as 
well as the geographic and demographic distribution of those jobs;  (3) advise state agencies on the 
most effective ways to require responsible contractor standards, as applicable, and minimum training 
and skill certifications for workers to ensure high-quality work for state clean energy and low-carbon 
investments;  (4) advise state agencies on the most effective ways to connect disadvantaged 
communities to good quality jobs and career pathways created by state clean energy and low-carbon 
investments; and  (5) advise state agencies on the most effective ways to align state clean energy and 
low-carbon training funds with existing state workforce development investments and strategies. 

8/17/15 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 192 

(Liu) 
Bicycle Helmets 

Requires the Office of Traffic Safety to conduct a comprehensive study of bicycle helmet use in 
California.  Requires this study to include:  (1) a determination of the percentage of California bicyclists 
who do not wear helmets; and  (2) the fatalities and serious injuries that could have been avoided if 
helmets had been worn.  Requires a report of the study’s findings to be submitted to the Legislature by 
January 1, 2017. 

4/30/15 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 206 

(Gaines) 
Vehicle Information 
Systems 

Prohibits the California Air Resources Board (CARB) from obtaining locational data from a vehicle 
information system, except to assist the vehicle owner or operator to use as a defense in an enforcement 
action brought by CARB. 

5/6/15 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 207 

(Wieckowski) 
Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund:  
State Agency 
Reporting 

Requires any state agency expending cap-and-trade auction proceeds from the Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund to post on its Internet Website a record describing each expenditure and how that 
expenditure would reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

3/24/15 Assembly Natural 
Resources 
Committee 

 

9.a
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SB 231 

(Gaines) 
Cap-and-Trade 
Funding:  Water-
Borne Transit 

Allows water-borne transit to be eligible for cap-and-trade funding under the Low Carbon Transit 
Operations Program, and the Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities Program. 

6/2/15 Signed into Law:  
Chapter #286 

 

SB 236 

(Beall) 
City of San Jose:  
Streets, Highways 
and Public Service 
Easements 

Until January 1, 2018, authorizes the San Jose City Council to vacate a public service easement located 
between Casselino Drive and Mullinix Way that is impassable for vehicular travel, if the council finds 
that the vacation will protect the public safety, or otherwise serve the public interest and convenience.  
Allows the council to reserve and except from such vacation an easement for a non-vehicular pathway 
for use by the public. 

6/24/15 Governor’s Office  

SB 246 

(Wieckowski) 
Integrated Climate 
Adaptation and 
Resiliency Program 

By January 1, 2017, requires the Office of Planning and Research to establish the Integrated Climate 
Adaptation and Resiliency Program to coordinate regional and local efforts with state climate 
adaptation strategies.  Requires this program to include the following:  (1) working with and 
coordinating local and regional efforts for climate adaptation and resilience;  (2) assisting the Office of 
Emergency Services and other relevant state agencies with coordinating regular reviews and updates, as 
needed, of the state’s Adaptation Planning Guide;  (3) establishing, coordinating and maintaining a state 
clearinghouse for climate adaptation information; and  (4) creating and conducting regular meetings of 
an advisory committee comprised of members from a range of disciplines in order to provide scientific 
and technical support.  Within one year of an update of the Safeguarding California Plan, requires the 
Office of Emergency Services to review and update, as necessary, the state’s Adaptation Planning 
Guide to provide tools and guidance to regional and local governments and agencies in creating and 
implementing climate adaptation and community resiliency plans and projects.  Requires this update to:  
(1) consider the nexus between climate adaptation, community resiliency, public safety, and security; 
and  (2) provide information and planning support for assessing climate vulnerabilities across impact 
sectors and regions, and for developing adaptation strategies that can be tailored to meet local needs. 

9/4/15 Governor’s Office  

9.a
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SB 254 

(Allen) 
State Highways:  
Relinquishments 

Authorizes the California Transportation Commission (CTC), without legislative action, to relinquish 
portions of the state highway system to a city or county, provided that the state highway facility is not 
an interstate highway or part of the state’s interregional road network.  Requires Caltrans to enter into 
an agreement with the local jurisdiction before the state highway facility can be relinquished.  Requires 
this agreement to transfer all legal liability for the relinquished state highway facility from Caltrans to 
the local jurisdiction, as well as include any financial terms.  Requires Caltrans and the local 
jurisdiction to agree on the condition of the relinquished state highway facility at the time of its transfer 
from the department to the local jurisdiction.  Specifies that relinquishment shall not occur unless all of 
the following conditions are met:  (1) the CTC has determined that the relinquishment is in the best 
interest of the state;  (2) Caltrans completes a cost-benefit analysis on behalf of the state; and  (3) the 
CTC holds a public hearing on the proposed relinquishment.  In the case of a state highway that has 
been superseded by relocation, prohibits relinquishment until Caltrans has placed the facility in a state 
of good repair.   By April 1, 2016, and biennially thereafter, requires Caltrans to report to the CTC on 
which state highway routes or segments primarily serve regional travel, and do not primarily facilitate 
the interregional movement of people and goods.  Requires this report to:  (1) identify those routes or 
segments that are the best candidates for relinquishment; and  (2) include an aggregate estimate of 
future maintenance and preservation costs of the identified routes and segments.  Requires the CTC to 
compile a list of all portions of the state highway system that have been relinquished in the previous 12 
months and to include this information in its annual report to the Legislature. 

6/2/15 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 

 

SB 272 

(Hertzberg) 
California Public 
Records Act:  
Catalog of Enterprise 
Systems 

In implementing the California Public Records Act, requires each local agency, except for a local 
educational agency, to create a catalog of enterprise systems to be made publicly available upon request 
in the office of the person designated by the agency’s legislative body.  Requires the catalog to disclose 
a list of the enterprise systems utilized by the local agency, as well as the following information for 
each system:  (1) current system vendor;  (2) current system product;  (3) a brief statement of the 
system’s purpose;  (4) a general description of categories, modules or layers of data;  (5) the department 
within the agency that serves as the system’s primary custodian;  (6) how frequently the system data is 
collected; and  (7) how frequently system data is updated.  Requires the catalog to be posted in a 
prominent location on the local agency’s Internet Web site.  Defines “enterprise system” to mean a 
software application or computer system that collects, stores, exchanges, and analyzes information that 
the agency uses that is both of the following:  (1) a multi-departmental system or system that contains 
information collected about the public; and  (2) a system of record that serves as an original source of 
data within the agency.  Specifies that an enterprise system does not include the following:  (1) 
information technology security systems, including firewalls and other cybersecurity systems;  (2) 
physical access control systems, employee identification management systems, video monitoring, and 
other physical control systems;  (3) infrastructure and mechanical control systems, including those that 
control or manage street lights; or electrical, natural gas, water, or sewer functions;  (4) systems related 
to 911 dispatch and operation, or emergency services; or  (5) the specific records that the information 
technology system collects, stores, exchanges, or analyzes.  Specifies that if, on the facts of the 
particular case, the public interest served by not disclosing this information clearly outweighs the public 
interest served by disclosure, allows the local agency to instead provide a system name, brief title or 
identifier of the system.  Requires the local agency to complete and post its catalog of enterprise 
systems by July 1, 2016, and to update the catalog annually. 

9/2/15 Governor’s Office  

9.a
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SB 321 

(Beall) 
Variable Gas Tax 
Rate 

In calculating adjustments to the variable gas tax rate to be made for FY 2017 and each fiscal year 
thereafter in order to ensure that the same amount of revenue is generated as by the former state sales 
tax on gasoline pursuant to the 2010-2011 transportation funding swap, requires the Board of 
Equalization to use a combined average based on an estimate of fuel prices for the current fiscal year 
and the actuals for the four previous fiscal years, rather than using projections of fuel prices for only the 
upcoming fiscal year. 

8/18/15 Senate Floor:  
Concurrence 

Support 

SB 344 

(Monning) 
Commercial Driver’s 
License:  Education 

Beginning January 1, 2018, requires a person, in addition to a written and driving test, to successfully 
complete a course of instruction from either a commercial driver training institution or a program 
offered by an employer that has been certified by the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) before he 
or she is issued an original commercial driver’s license.  Provides an exemption to this course of 
instruction requirement in the following cases:  (1) a commercial motor vehicle driver with military 
motor vehicle experience who is currently licensed with the U.S. Armed Forces;  (2) a commercial 
motor vehicle driver who presents a valid certificate of driving skill from an approved employer-testing 
program that includes a course of instruction that meets the minimum standards set by the DMV;  (3) a 
commercial motor vehicle driver who presents a certificate issued by the California Highway Patrol 
(CHP) or a Transit Driver Training Record DL 260 form signed by an employer trainer certified by the 
Federal Transit Administration’s “Train-the-Trainer” Program; or  (4) a commercial motor vehicle 
driver who has received and documented training in compliance with the Education Code. 

6/23/15 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 348 

(Galgiani) 
CEQA:  Exemption 
for Railroad Grade 
Crossings 

Extends from January 1, 2016, to January 1, 2019, an existing California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) exemption relating to the closure of a railroad grade crossing by order of the California Public 
Utilities Commission (CPUC) that is determined to present a threat to public safety. 

4/6/15 Signed into Law:  
Chapter #143 

 

9.a
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SB 350 

(de Leon) 
Clean Energy and 
Pollution Reduction 
Act of 2015 

Enacts the Clean Energy and Pollution Reduction Act of 2015.  Requires the amount of electricity 
generated from renewable sources to be equal to at least 50 percent by December 31, 2030.  Requires 
the state Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission to establish annual targets for 
statewide energy efficiency savings and demand reduction that will achieve a cumulative doubling of 
such savings in electricity and natural gas final end uses of retail customers by January 1, 2030.  
Establishes a state policy to encourage transportation electrification as a means to achieve ambient air 
quality standards and California’s climate change goals.  Requires the California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) to direct electrical corporations to propose multi-year programs and investments 
to accelerate widespread transportation electrification to reduce dependence on petroleum, meet air 
quality standards, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030 and to 
80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050.  Requires the CPUC to review data concerning current and 
future electric transportation adoption rates and charging infrastructure utilization rates no less than 
every three years, and prior to any further authorization for an electrical corporation to collect 
additional new program costs related to transportation electrification in ratepayer rates.  Requires 
CARB to identify and adopt appropriate policies to remove regulatory disincentives facing retail sellers 
and local publicly owned electric utilities from facilitating the achievement of greenhouse gas 
emissions reductions in other sectors through increased investments in transportation electrification.  
Requires these policies to include an allocation of greenhouse gas emissions allowances to retail sellers 
and local publicly owned electric utilities to account for increased greenhouse gas emissions in the 
electric sector from transportation electrification. 

9/11/15 Governor’s Office  

SB 358 

(Jackson) 
California Equal Pay 
Act 

Makes a number of changes to the California Equal Pay Act.  Expressly states that the employer has the 
burden of proving that a wage disparity is based on a legitimate factor, other than sex, as opposed to the 
plaintiff having the burden of proving that the wage differential is not justified.  Modifies the existing 
prohibition on sex-based wage discrimination by prohibiting an employer from paying any of its 
employees at wage rates less than the rates paid to employees of the opposite sex for “substantially 
similar work,” as opposed to “equal work,” when viewed as a composite of skill, effort and 
responsibility, and performed under similar working conditions.  Eliminates a requirement that the 
claim of discrimination be based on a comparison of the wages of employees in “the same 
establishment.”  Increases from two to three years the period of time that an employer must maintain 
records relating to wages and job classifications, and other conditions of employment.  Prohibits an 
employer from taking any adverse action against an employee who seeks to enforce the provisions of 
the Equal Pay Act, or who discusses his or her wages with fellow employees. 

7/9/15 Governor’s Office  

SB 379 

(Jackson) 
General Plans:  
Safety Element 

Requires the safety element of a city’s or county’s general plan to be reviewed and updated as 
necessary to address climate adaptation and resiliency strategies applicable to that city or county.  
Requires the update to include a set of goals, policies and objectives based on a vulnerability 
assessment identifying the risks that climate change poses to the local jurisdiction and the geographic 
areas at risk from climate change impacts. 

7/6/15 Governor’s Office  
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SB 389 

(Berryhill) 
CEQA:  Sustainable 
Environmental 
Protection Act 

Enacts the Sustainable Environmental Protection Act.  Prohibits a cause of action on the grounds of 
non-compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) that relates to any topical area 
or criteria for which compliance obligations are identified.  Also prohibits challenges to environmental 
documents based on non-compliance with CEQA if:  (1) the environmental document discloses 
compliance with applicable environmental laws;  (2) the project conforms with the use designation, 
density or building intensity in an applicable plan; and  (3) the project approval incorporates applicable 
mitigation requirements into the environmental document.  Specifies that the provisions of this bill only 
apply if the lead agency or project applicant has agreed to provide to the public in a readily accessible 
electronic format an annual compliance report prepared pursuant to a mitigation monitoring and 
reporting program required by CEQA. 

4/6/15 Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee 

 

SB 391 

(Huff) 
Assault and Battery:  
Public Transit 
Employees 

Makes an assault committed against a public transit employee punishable by imprisonment in a county 
jail for up to one year, by a fine not to exceed $2,000, or by both imprisonment and that fine.  Makes a 
battery committed against a public transit employee punishable by imprisonment in a county jail for up 
to one year, by a fine not to exceed $2,000, or by both imprisonment and that fine.  Makes a battery 
committed against a public transit employee that results in an injury punishable by imprisonment in a 
county jail for up to one year, by a fine not to exceed $2,000, or by both imprisonment and that fine; or 
by imprisonment in a county jail for 16 months, or two or three years. 

4/21/15 Senate Public 
Safety Committee 

 

SB 398 

(Leyva) 
Green Assistance 
Program 

Establishes the Green Assistance Program to be administered by the California Environmental 
Protection Agency (CalEPA).  Requires the Green Assistance Program to provide technical assistance 
to small businesses, small non-profit organizations and disadvantaged communities in applying for an 
allocation of cap-and-trade auction proceeds from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund.  Specifies that 
the Green Assistance Program may include the following:  (1) basic information on available programs 
funded with cap-and-trade auction proceeds, and the eligibility requirements and deadlines for those 
programs; and  (2) referrals to designated contact people in public agencies administering programs 
funded with cap-and-trade auction proceeds.  Requires CalEPA to use existing resources appropriated 
by the Legislature in the annual Budget Act to administer the Green Assistance Program. 

6/2/15 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 400 

(Lara) 
Cap-and-Trade:  
High-Speed Rail 

Requires not less than 25 percent of the cap-and-trade auction proceeds continuously appropriated to 
the California High-Speed Rail Authority from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund to be allocated for 
projects that either reduce or offset greenhouse gas emissions directly associated with the construction 
of the high-speed rail project and provide a co-benefit of improving air quality.  Requires priority to be 
given to measures and projects in communities that are located in areas designated as extreme non-
attainment.  Provides that measures and project eligible for funding may include the following:  (1) 
public transit improvements that reduce congestion;  (2) transportation improvements that reduce 
congestion, including network improvements and roadway modifications;  (3) alternative transportation 
options, including infrastructure improvements that support clean transportation, facilitate bicycle and 
pedestrian use, and connect bicycle and pedestrian routes to public transit facilities;  (4) natural 
systems, including rural and urban forests, that reduce greenhouse gas emissions or increase the 
sequestration of carbon to mitigate the impacts of greenhouse gas emissions, and create greater climate 
resiliency; and  (5) the use of low- and zero-emission equipment for transportation and construction. 

6/1/15 Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 
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SB 413 

(Wieckowski) 
Public Transit:  
Prohibited Conduct 

Allows a public transit agency to issue citations for the following:  (1) playing unreasonably loud sound 
equipment on or in a public transit facility or vehicle;  (2) failing to comply with the warning of a 
public transit official related to disturbing another person by loud or unreasonable noise; and  (3) failing 
to yield seating on a public transit vehicle reserved for an elderly or disabled person, if the agency 
enacts an ordinance to that effect after a public hearing. 

9/3/15 Governor’s Office Support 

SB 433 

(Berryhill) 
Variable Gas Tax 
Rate:  Department of 
Finance 

For FY 2017 through FY 2021, requires the Department of Finance, rather than the Board of 
Equalization, to calculate any adjustments to the variable gas tax rate that would be needed to ensure 
that the same amount of revenue is generated as by the former state sales tax on gasoline pursuant to the 
2010 transportation funding swap.  Similarly, for FY 2017 through FY 2021, requires the Department 
of Finance, rather than the Board of Equalization, to adjust the diesel excise tax rate to maintain 
revenue neutrality with the increase in the state sales tax rate on diesel fuel that was enacted as part of 
the 2010 transportation funding swap. 

5/7/15 Assembly 
Revenue & 
Taxation 
Committee 

 

SB 481 

(Hueso) 
Local Government:  
Auditors 

Prohibits the General Counsel’s Office of a city, county or special district from having direct oversight 
over employees who conduct audits of those respective agencies. 

6/18/15 Vetoed by the 
Governor 

 

SB 491 

(Transportation 
Committee) 
Omnibus 
Transportation Bill 

Enacts the annual omnibus bill of non-controversial and technical changes to state statutes pertaining to 
transportation.  Among other things, requires the agency responsible for administering a county’s share 
of Transportation Fund for Clean Air (TFCA) 40 percent funds to conduct a public meeting to adopt 
criteria for the expenditure of those funds, if the criteria have been modified from the previous year. 

6/29/15 Governor’s Office  

SB 497 

(Vidak) 
Pupil Transportation 
Data 

Beginning in FY 2015 and for each fiscal year thereafter, requires the state Department of Education to 
request pupil transportation data from each school district, charter school, county office of education, 
joint powers authority, and regional occupational center or program that provides pupil transportation.  
Specifies that the provision of this transportation data to the department shall be voluntary on the part of 
these entities.  Requires the data requested to include the following:  (1) revenues received for 
transportation purposes;  (2) number of buses;  (3) ridership of all pupils;  (4) ridership of pupils with 
an individualized education program;  (5) ridership of pupils who are eligible for free or reduced-price 
meals;  (6) number of miles driven;  (7) approved costs;  (8) cost per mile; and  (9) cost per pupil.  
Requires the department to annually post the data received on its Internet Web site. 

4/8/15 Vetoed by the 
Governor 

 

SB 502 

(Leno) 
BART:  Purchase 
and Delivery of 
Electricity 

Upon request by the Bay Area Rapid Transit District (BART), requires any electrical corporation that 
owns and operates transmission and distribution facilities that deliver electricity at one or more 
locations to the BART system to use the same facilities to delivery electricity generated by an eligible 
renewable energy resource without discrimination or delay. 

4/8/15 Signed into Law:  
Chapter #146 

 

9.a
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SB 508 

(Beall) 
Transportation 
Development Act 
and State Transit 
Assistance Program 
Funding 

For purposes of determining eligibility for Transportation Development Act (TDA) funding, deletes the 
requirement for public transit agencies to maintain higher farebox recovery requirements based on FY 
1979.  Excludes from the definition of “operator cost” used to determine compliance with required 
TDA farebox recovery ratios the principal and interest payments on capital projects funded with 
certificates of participation, as well as the start-up costs for new services for a period of not more than 
two years.  In addition, excludes cost increases beyond the change in the Consumer Price Index for all 
of the following:  (1) fuel;  (2) alternative fuel programs;  (3) power, including electricity;  (4) insurance 
premiums and payments in settlement of claims arising out of a public transit agency’s liability; and  (5) 
federal and state mandates.  Broadens the definition of “local funds” that could be used to supplement 
fare revenues when calculating the farebox recovery ratio for purposes of TDA to include any non-
federal or non-state grant funds or other revenues generated by, earned by or distributed to a public 
transit agency.  Clarifies that TDA Article 3 funds may be used for both bicycle and pedestrian safety 
education programs.  Beginning July 1, 2016, rather than making a public transit agency ineligible to 
receive State Transit Assistance Program (STA) funding for operations for an entire year for failing to 
meet the required efficiency standard, instead reduces the agency’s operating allocation by a specified 
percentage based on the percentage amount that the agency failed to meet the standard, and requires 
these funds to be used for capital purposes. 

8/20/15 Governor’s Office Support 

SB 513 

(Beall) 
Carl Moyer Program 

Makes a number of changes to the Carl Moyer Memorial Air Quality Standards Attainment Program.  
Authorizes any local air quality management and air pollution control district, regardless of its state 
attainment designation, to levy a motor vehicle registration fee of up to $6 pursuant to the Carl Moyer 
Program.  Authorizes the revenues from this fee to be used for the attainment or maintenance of state or 
federal ambient air quality standards, the reduction of toxic air contaminant emissions from motor 
vehicles, and alternative fuel and electric infrastructure projects.  Increases the amount of fee revenues 
that an air district can use for administrative costs.  Requires the California Air Resources Board 
(CARB) to establish cost-effectiveness values for projects funded under the Carl Moyer Program, 
taking into consideration the following factors:  (1) the cost of emission control technologies; and  (2) 
the cost-effectiveness values for NOx, particulate matter or reactive organic gases for any adopted rule 
or control measure in any air district’s approved state implementation plan, or rule adopted by CARB.  
Specifies that funds from federal, state and local programs or other public sources to be used for a 
project shall not be factored into the cost-effectiveness value calculation for that project.  Specifies that 
project grants shall not be made to projects that exceed the cost-effectiveness values.  Allows CARB to 
adjust the values of the maximum grant award criteria to improve the ability of the Carl Moyer Program 
to achieve its goals.  Authorizes CARB to reserve up to 10 percent of program funds available each 
year to directly fund any project that is a covered source, as defined.  Specifies that any Carl Moyer 
Program funds not liquidated by an air district by June 30 of the fourth calendar year following the date 
that CARB reserved the money for that district shall be returned to CARB within 90 days for future 
allocation.  Requires CARB to revise the project grant criteria and guidelines pursuant to the changes 
proposed in this bill by July 1, 2017. 

8/31/15 Governor’s Office  
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SB 516 

(Fuller) 
Service Authority for 
Freeway 
Emergencies 

Clarifies that a Service Authority for Freeway Emergencies (SAFE) shall determine how any funding it 
receives will used for implementing, maintaining and operating a motorist aid system.  Allows a SAFE 
to expends its funds for any of the following:  (1) call boxes;  (2) changeable message signs;  (3) 
lighting for call boxes;  (4) support for traffic operations centers;  (5) contracting with tow truck 
operators to remove disabled vehicles from the traveled portion of a freeway right-of-way;  (6) traveler 
information systems, intelligent transportation system architecture and infrastructure, and other 
transportation demand management services; and  (7) safety-related hazard and obstruction removal.  
Requires a SAFE to submit any plan to remove call boxes from state highway routes within its 
jurisdiction to Caltrans and the California Highway Patrol (CHP) for review and approval. 

8/24/15 Governor’s Office  

SB 530 

(Pan) 
Pedicabs 

Expands the definition of “pedicabs” to include a four-wheeled device that:  (1) is primarily or 
exclusively pedal-powered;  (2) has a seating capacity for eight or more passengers;  (3) cannot travel in 
excess of 15 miles per hour (mph); and  (4) is being used for transporting passengers for hire.  For 
pedicabs meeting this definition, requires the operator to:  (1) be at least 21 years of age, with a valid 
California driver’s license; and  (2) be able to establish financial responsibility at all times in a 
minimum amount of $1 million general liability insurance coverage and $500,000 general umbrella 
insurance that covers the pedicab.  In addition, requires the pedicab to:  (1) have a seating capacity for 
not more than 15 passengers;  (2) be authorized by local ordinance or resolution to operate within the 
applicable local jurisdiction; and  (3) be equipped with seat belts for all passengers, seat backs, brakes, 
reflectors, headlights, and grab rails.  Prohibits a pedicab from operating on any freeway, and on any 
highway with a posted speed limit in excess of 30 mph, except to cross the highway at an intersection.  
Requires the operator of pedicab to report annually to the California Highway Patrol (CHP) regarding 
any accidents caused or experienced by the pedicab.  Prohibits a pedicab from loading or unloading 
passengers on roadways or in the middle of highways.  Requires pedicabs to be operated as close as 
practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway, except when necessary to overtake another 
vehicle, to avoid a stationary object, or when preparing to make a left turn.  If alcoholic beverages are 
consumed on board the pedicab, requires all of the following:  (1) the on-board consumption of 
alcoholic beverages to be authorized by a local ordinance or resolution;  (2) the presence of an on-board 
safety monitor who is 21 years of age or older;  (3) both the operator and the safety monitor to have 
completed either the Licensee Education on Alcohol and Drugs (LEAD) Program implemented by the 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, or a training course utilizing the curriculum components 
recommended by the Responsible Beverage Service Advisory Board;  (4) all passengers to be 21 years 
of age or older;  (5) the alcoholic beverages to be supplied only by the passengers of the pedicab in 
enclosed, sealed and unopened containers prior to their consumption on board the pedicab; and  (6) the 
alcoholic beverages to be consumed by a passenger only while he or she is physically on board and 
within the pedicab. 

9/3/15 Governor’s Office  

SB 564 

(Cannella) 
Traffic Violations: 
School Zones 

Adds $35 to the base fine for certain traffic violations that occur:  (1) when passing a school building or 
grounds contiguous to a highway; or  (2) when passing any school grounds not separated from the 
highway by a fence, gate or other physical barrier while in use by children.  Requires the revenues from 
these additional fines to be deposited in the State Transportation Fund for school zone safety projects in 
the Active Transportation Program. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 
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SB 578 

(Block) 
Income and 
Corporate Tax Credit 
for Electric Vehicle 
Charging Stations 

For taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2016, allows a tax credit in an amount equal to 30 
percent of the cost of purchasing Level 2 or direct current fast charger electric vehicle charging stations 
to be used in the trade or business of the taxpayer.  Provides that this tax credit may not exceed $30,000 
per taxable year. 

4/13/15 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 599 

(Mendoza) 
State Agencies:  
Public Transit 
Service Contracts 

Requires a state agency to give a 10 percent preference to any bidder on a contract to provide public 
transit services who agrees to retain employees of the prior contractor or subcontractor for a period of 
not less than 90 days. 

As 
Introduced 

Governor’s Office  

SB 627 

(Galgiani) 
Commuting Miles 
Tax Credit 

For taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2015, allows a tax credit in an amount computed by 
multiplying an unspecified dollar figure by the total number of a taxpayer’s commuting miles. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Governance & 
Finance 
Committee 

 

SB 698 

(Cannella) 
Cap-and-Trade:  
School Zone Safety 
Projects 

Requires an unspecified amount of cap-and-trade auction proceeds from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction 
Fund to be continuously appropriated to the State Highway Account for purposes of funding school 
zone safety projects under the state’s Active Transportation Program. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee 

 

SB 705 

(Hill) 
Transactions and 
Use Taxes:  
Monterey and San 
Mateo Counties 

Authorizes San Mateo County to impose a transactions and use tax for the support of countywide 
transportation programs at a rate of no more than 0.5 percent that would exceed the 2-percent maximum 
combined rate for all local option transactions and use taxes that could be imposed in the county.  
Authorizes the Transportation Agency for Monterey County (TAMC) to impose a transactions and use 
tax for the support of countywide transportation programs at a rate of no more than 0.375 percent that 
would exceed the 2-percent maximum combined rate for all local option transactions and use taxes that 
could be imposed in the county.  In the case of both San Mateo County and TAMC, the provisions of 
this bill would be repealed as of January 2, 2026, if the ordinance proposing the tax is not approved by 
the voters of their respective counties. 

9/3/15 Governor’s Office  

SB 706 

(Pavley) 
Cap-and-Trade:  
Alternative Fuels 

Allows cap-and-trade auction proceeds deposited into the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund to be used 
to encourage the in-state production of alternative fuels with low-carbon intensity from new and 
existing facilities using sustainable feedstocks. 

4/6/15 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SB 719 

(E. Hernandez) 
Caltrans:  Motor 
Vehicle 
Technologies 
Testing 

Authorizes Caltrans, in coordination with the California Highway Patrol (CHP), to conduct testing of 
technologies that enable drivers to safely operate motor vehicles with less than 100 feet between each 
vehicle or combination of vehicles.  Requires Caltrans to report its findings from such testing to the 
Legislature by July 1, 2017. 

4/21/15 Signed into Law:  
Chapter #163 

 

9.a



2015-2016 Legislative History        Page 52 of 58 
       

State Senate Bills Subject Last 

Amended 

Status VTA 

Position 

SB 757 

(Wieckowski) 
South Bay Area 
Public Transit 
Service 

States the intent of the Legislature to enact a bill to do the following:  (1) require the Alameda County 
Transportation Commission to explore the feasibility of a multimodal station in the city of Fremont at a 
location that can be served by both Bay Area Rapid Transit District (BART) and Altamont Commuter 
Express (ACE) trains; and  (2) require the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) to 
explore expansion of light rail service to Levi’s Stadium in the city of Santa Clara. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate Rules 
Committee 

 

SB 767 

(de Leon) 
LA Metro:  Local 
Transportation Sales 
Taxes 

In addition to any other tax that it is authorized to impose or has imposed, allows the Los Angeles 
County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LA Metro) to impose a transactions and use tax for a 
period to be determined by the authority that would be applicable in the incorporated and 
unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County.  Specifies that the rate of the tax authorized by this bill, 
when combined with the rate of the tax authorized by voter approval of Measure R in 2008 during any 
period when Measure R is in effect, and upon the expiration of Measure R, shall not exceed 1 percent.  
Requires the ordinance imposing the tax to contain the following:  (1) an expenditure plan that lists the 
transportation projects and programs to be funded from net revenues from the tax;  (2) a provision 
limiting LA Metro’s costs of administering the ordinance and the net revenues from the tax to 1.5 
percent of the total tax revenues;  (3) a requirement that the net revenues from the tax, defined to mean 
the total tax revenues less any refunds, costs of administration by the state Board of Equalization and 
LA Metro’s administrative costs, be used to fund the transportation projects and programs identified in 
the expenditure plan; and  (4) the rate of the tax.  For each project and program included in the 
expenditure plan, requires all of the following:  (1) the most recent cost estimate;  (2) the identification 
of the accelerated cost, if applicable;  (3) the approximate schedule during which LA Metro anticipates 
funds will be available; and  (4) the expected completion date within a three-year range.  Provides that 
the ordinance shall become operative if approved by a two-thirds vote of the electorate in Los Angeles 
County.  Allows LA Metro to incur bonded indebtedness payable from the net revenues of the tax. 

7/16/15 Governor’s Office  

SB 773 

(Allen) 
Vehicle Registration 
Fraud Study 

Requests the University of California to conduct a study on motor vehicle registration fraud and failure 
to register a motor vehicle.  If conducted, requires the study to include all of the following:  (1) 
quantification of the magnitude of the problem;  (2) the strategies being used by motorists to commit 
motor vehicle registration fraud;  (3) the reasons for the behaviors of motorists who commit motor 
vehicle registration fraud or who fail to register their motor vehicles;  (4) the costs to the state and local 
governments in lost revenues;  (5) increases in air pollution;  (6) other costs and consequences of these 
behaviors; and  (7) recommended strategies for increasing compliance with registration requirements.  
Requires the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to enter into an agreement with the University of 
California to share its vehicle registration information with university researchers for purposes of 
conducting the study.  Requests the University of California to post a report regarding the study on its 
Internet Web site by January 1, 2017. 

6/23/15 Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee 
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SCA 7 

(Huff) 
Motor Vehicle Fees 
and Taxes:  
Restrictions on 
Expenditures 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to prohibit the 
Legislature from borrowing revenues derived from fees and taxes imposed by the state on motor 
vehicles or their use or operations, and from using these revenues other than for state highways, local 
streets and roads, and fixed guideway mass transit as specified in Article 19 of the Constitution.  Also 
prohibits these revenues from being pledged or used for the payment of principal and interest on bonds, 
or for other indebtedness.  Requires the revenues derived from that portion of the vehicle license fee 
that exceeds 0.65 percent of the market value of a vehicle to be used for street and highway purposes.  
Prohibits the Legislature from borrowing these revenues and from using them other than as specifically 
permitted.  Also prohibits these revenues from being pledged or used for the payment of principal and 
interest on bonds, or for other indebtedness. 

5/28/15 Senate 
Transportation & 
Housing 
Committee 
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SBX1-1 

(Beall) 
Transportation 
Funding 

Proposes to generate between $4 billion and $5 billion per year in new revenues for transportation 
purposes from the following sources:  (1) an increase in the gasoline excise tax of 12 cents per gallon;  
(2) an increase in the diesel excise tax of 22 cents per gallon;  (3) a registration surcharge of $35 per 
year imposed on all motor vehicles;  (4) a registration surcharge of $100 per year imposed on zero-
emission vehicles; and  (5) a road access charge of $35 per year imposed on all motor vehicles to be 
collected by the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) as part of the annual vehicle registration 
process.  Requires the repayment over the next three years of approximately $1 billion in outstanding 
loans owed by the General Fund to the State Highway Account, the Motor Vehicle Fuel Account, the 
Highway Users Tax Account (HUTA), and the Motor Vehicle Account.  Beginning July 1, 2019, and 
every three years thereafter, indexes the gas tax and the diesel excise tax to inflation.  Calls for 12 cents 
of the 22-cent increase in the diesel excise tax to be deposited into the Trade Corridors Improvement 
Fund and used for goods movement projects programmed by the California Transportation Commission 
(CTC).  Requires the balance of the new revenues generated from the five tax and fee increases, as well 
as the one-time revenues from the General Fund loan repayments, to be deposited into a new Road 
Maintenance and Rehabilitation Account.  Requires the revenues in the account to be used for the 
following purposes:  (1) road maintenance and rehabilitation;  (2) safety projects;  (3) railroad grade 
separations;  (4) active transportation and pedestrian/bicycle safety projects in conjunction with any 
other allowable project; or  (5) wildlife crossings.  Every year, requires 5 percent of the funds in the 
Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation Account to be set aside for allocation to counties that currently 
do not have a local transportation sales tax, but gain voter approval for one after July 1, 2015.  Requires 
the CTC to develop guidelines to define the specific methodology that would be used to distribute these 
funds to eligible counties.  Requires any of the 5-percent set-aside that is not allocated to counties in a 
given fiscal year to be split 50/50 between Caltrans and cities/counties.  Allocates the remaining 
balance in the account after the 5-percent set-aside as follows:  (1) 50 percent to Caltrans for state 
highway maintenance, State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP) projects, or other 
eligible purposes; and  (2) 50 percent to cities and counties for their local roadway systems.  In the 
latter case, equally divides the funds between cities and counties, with the cities’ portion being allocated 
by a formula based on population, and the counties’ share by a formula based on vehicle registrations 
and miles of maintained county roads.  Requires cities and counties to use their formula shares for any 
of the following:  (1) improvements to transportation facilities that will assist in reducing further 
deterioration of the existing roadway system;  (2) to satisfy a local match requirement for federal or 
state funds for similar purposes;  (3) an active transportation project that is done in conjunction with a 
roadway maintenance, repair or rehabilitation project; or  (4) any other eligible project, as specified.  
Allows a city or county to spend its formula share for other priorities only if it has an average Pavement 
Condition Index that meets or exceeds 85.  In order to remain eligible for an allocation from the Road 
Maintenance and Rehabilitation Account, requires cities and counties to maintain their historic 
commitment of local funds for street/road purposes by annually spending not less than the average of its 
expenditures from FY 2010, FY 2011 and FY 2012.  Establishes a substantial oversight role for the 
CTC to ensure that the funds allocated from the Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation Account are used 
by Caltrans and cities/counties in manner that is consistent with performance criteria adopted by the 
commission related to highway/roadway performance, greenhouse gas emissions, social equity impacts, 
and public health impacts.  Requires Caltrans, by April 1, 2016, to submit a plan to the CTC to increase 
its efficiency by up to 30 percent over the subsequent three years. 

9/1/15 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

Support 
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SBX1-2 

(Huff) 
Cap-and-Trade: 
State Highways and 
Local Roadways 

Requires the Legislature to appropriate cap-and-trade auction proceeds generated from the 
transportation fuels sector for transportation infrastructure, including public streets and highways, but 
excluding high-speed rail. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure 
Development 
Committee 

 

SBX1-3 

(Vidak) 
High-Speed Rail:  
Bond Funding 

Specifies that no further bonds shall be sold for high-speed rail purposes pursuant to the Safe, Reliable 
High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st Century (Proposition 1A), except as specifically 
provided with respect to an existing appropriation for early improvement projects related to the Phase I 
blended system.  Upon appropriation by the Legislature, requires the unspent proceeds received from 
outstanding bonds issued and sold for high-speed rail purposes prior to the effective date of the 
provisions of this bill to be redirected to retiring the debt incurred from the issuance and sale of those 
outstanding bonds.  Allows the remaining unissued bonds, as of the effective date of the provisions of 
this bill, that were authorized for high-speed rail purposes to be issued and sold.  Upon appropriation by 
the Legislature, requires the net proceeds from the sale of these remaining unissued bonds to be made 
available as follows:  (1) 50 percent to Caltrans to fund repair and new construction projects on state 
highways and freeways; and  (2) 50 percent to Caltrans to create a program to fund repair and new 
construction projects on local streets and roads, with each county receiving a base amount of funding, 
and any additional funding being allocated based on a county’s population.  Makes no changes to the 
authorization under Proposition 1A for the issuance of $950 million in bonds for rail purposes other 
than high-speed rail. 

8/17/15 Senate 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure 
Development 
Committee 

 

SBX1-4 

(Beall) 
Transportation 
Funding:  State 
Highways and Local 
Roadways 

Declares the intent of the Legislature to enact statutory changes to establish permanent, sustainable 
sources of transportation funding to maintain and repair the state’s highways, local roads, bridges, and 
other critical transportation infrastructure. 

9/4/15 Conference 
Committee 

 

SBX1-5 

(Beall) 
Transportation 
Funding:  Trade 
Corridors and Local 
Transportation 
Infrastructure 

Declares the intent of the Legislature to enact a bill to establish permanent, sustainable sources of 
transportation funding to improve the state’s key trade corridors, and support efforts by local 
governments to repair and improve local transportation infrastructure. 

As 
Introduced 

Assembly Desk  

SBX1-6 

(Runner) 
Cap-and-Trade:  
High-Speed Rail 

Prohibits the use of cap-and-trade auction proceeds for the state’s high-speed rail project.  Requires 65 
percent of the cap-and-trade auction proceeds deposited into the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund to be 
distributed to the California Transportation Commission (CTC) for allocation to high-priority 
transportation projects, as determined by the commission.  Requires the CTC to allocate these funds as 
follows:  (1) 40 percent to state highway projects;  (2) 40 percent to local street/road projects, equally 
divided between cities and counties; and  (3) 20 percent to public transit projects. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure 
Development 
Committee 
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SBX1-7 

(Allen) 
Diesel Sales Tax 

Increases the sales and use tax rate on diesel fuel by 3.5 percent.  Dedicates the revenues derived from 
this increase to the State Transit Assistance Program (STA).  Restricts the expenditure of these 
revenues to transit capital projects, or services to maintain or repair a public transit agency’s existing 
vehicle fleet or facilities, including the following:  (1) rehabilitation or modernization of existing 
vehicles or facilities;  (2) design, acquisition and construction of new vehicles or facilities that improve 
existing public transit services or that enable the implementation of future planned services; or  (3) 
services that complement local efforts for repair and improvement of local transportation infrastructure. 

9/3/15 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

Support 

SBX1-8 

(Hill) 
Cap-and-Trade:  
Public Transit 
Funding 

Increases the amount of cap-and-trade auction proceeds continuously appropriated from the Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction Fund to the Low Carbon Transit Operations Program from 5 percent to 10 percent, and 
to the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program from 10 percent to 20 percent. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

Support 

SBX1-9 

(Moorlach) 
Caltrans:  
Architectural and 
Engineering Services 

Prohibits Caltrans from using any non-recurring funds, including loan repayments, bond funds or grant 
funds, to pay the salaries or benefits of any permanent civil service position within the department.  
Beginning on July 1, 2016, requires Caltrans to contract with qualified private entities for a minimum 
of 15 percent of the total annual value of architectural and engineering services with respect to public 
works projects undertaken by the department.  Increases this percentage each year to a minimum of 50 
percent by July 1, 2023. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure 
Development 
Committee 

 

SBX1-10 

(Bates) 
State Transportation 
Improvement 
Program 

Revises the process for programming and allocating the 75-percent share of federal and state funds 
available for regional transportation improvement programs (RTIPs).  Requires the California 
Transportation Commission (CTC) to compute the annual county share amounts for each county for 
programming and allocation under the RTIPs.  Requires these funds, along with an appropriate amount 
of capital outlay support dollars, to be appropriated annually through the Budget Act.  Upon the 
enactment of the Budget Act, requires Caltrans to apportion the RTIP county shares for each county as 
block grants to the applicable regional transportation planning agency (RTPA).  Requires the RTPAs to 
identify the transportation capital improvement projects to be funded with these dollars in their RTIPs.  
Requires the CTC to incorporate the RTIPs into the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).  
Eliminates the role of the CTC in programming and allocating funding for RTIP projects, but retains 
certain oversight roles of the commission with respect to the expenditure of these dollars.  Repeals 
provisions in current law governing the computation of county shares over multiple fiscal years. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure 
Development 
Committee 
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SBX1-11 

(Berryhill) 
CEQA:  Exemption 
for Certain 
Transportation 
Projects 

Exempts from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) a project that consists of the 
inspection, maintenance, repair, restoration, reconditioning, relocation, replacement, or removal of 
existing transportation infrastructure, including highways, roadways, bridges, tunnels, public transit 
systems, and paths and sidewalks serving either bicycles or pedestrians, if the project meets all of the 
following conditions:  (1) the project is located within an existing right-of-way;  (2) any area 
surrounding the right-of-way that is altered as a result of construction activities that are necessary for 
the completion of the project will be restored to its condition before the project;  and  (3) the project 
applicant agrees to comply with all conditions otherwise authorized by law or imposed by a city or 
county as part of any local agency permit process that are required to mitigate potential impacts of the 
project.  Prohibits a court in a judicial action or proceeding under CEQA from staying or enjoining a 
transportation infrastructure project that is included in a regional sustainable communities strategy 
(SCS) or alternative planning strategy unless the court finds either of the following:  (1) the project 
presents an imminent threat to the public health and safety; or  (2) the project site contains unforeseen 
important Native American artifacts, or unforeseen important historical, archaeological or ecological 
values that would be materially, permanently and adversely affected by the project unless the court 
stays or enjoins the project. 

9/4/15 Senate 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure 
Development 
Committee 

 

SBX1-12 

(Runner) 
California 
Transportation 
Commission 

Excludes the California Transportation Commission (CTC) from the California State Transportation 
Agency (CalSTA) and, instead, establishes the commission as a separate entity in state government to 
act in an independent oversight role.  Requires Caltrans to submit its proposed program of projects for 
the State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP) to the CTC for review by January 31 of 
each even-numbered year.  Requires Caltrans to program capital outlay support resources for each 
project included in the SHOPP.  Requires Caltrans to provide the CTC with detailed information for all 
programmed SHOPP projects, including cost, scope and schedule.  Specifies that the CTC is not 
required to approve the SHOPP in its entirety, as submitted by Caltrans, and may approve or reject 
individual SHOPP projects programmed by the department.  Requires Caltrans to submit to the CTC for 
approval any changes in a programmed SHOPP project’s cost, scope or schedule. 

8/20/15 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

9.a



2015-2016 Legislative History        Page 58 of 58 
       

State Senate Bills Subject Last 
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SBX1-13 

(Vidak) 
Office of the 
Transportation 
Inspector General 

Creates the Office of the Transportation Inspector as an independent state government entity to ensure 
that Caltrans; the California High-Speed Rail Authority; and all other state agencies expending state 
transportation funds are operating efficiently, effectively, and in compliance with applicable federal and 
state laws.  Requires the Governor to appoint a transportation inspector general, subject to confirmation 
by the Senate, to a six-year term.  Provides that the transportation inspector general cannot be removed 
from office during that term, except for good cause.  Requires the transportation inspector general to 
review policies, practices and procedures, and to conduct audits and investigations of activities 
involving state transportation funds in consultation with all affected state agencies.  Specifically, 
requires the transportation inspector general to do all of the following:  (1) examine the operating 
practices of Caltrans, the High-Speed Rail Authority and all other state agencies expending state 
transportation funds to identify fraud and waste, opportunities for efficiencies, and opportunities to 
improve the data used to determine appropriate project resource allocations;  (2) identify best practices 
in the delivery of transportation projects, and develop policies or recommend proposed legislation 
enabling state agencies to adopt these practices when practicable;  (3) provide objective analysis of, and 
when possible, offer solutions to, concerns raised by the public or generated within agencies involving 
the state’s transportation infrastructure and project delivery methods;  (4) conduct, supervise and 
coordinate audits and investigations relating to the programs and operations of all state transportation 
agencies with state-funded transportation projects; and  (5) recommend policies promoting economy 
and efficiency in the administration of programs and operations of all state transportation agencies with 
state-funded transportation projects.  Prohibits the Office of the Transportation Inspector General from 
conducting any audit or investigation that would be redundant to or concurrent with any audit or 
investigation of the same matter. 

9/3/15 Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

 

SBX1-14 

(Cannella) 
Public-Private 
Partnerships 

Extends existing statutory authority for Caltrans and regional transportation agencies, including the 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA), to utilize public-private partnerships for 
transportation infrastructure projects indefinitely. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure 
Development 
Committee 

Support 

SCAX1-1 

(Huff) 
Motor Vehicle Fees 
and Taxes:  
Restrictions on 
Expenditures 

Calls for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to prohibit the 
Legislature from borrowing revenues derived from fees and taxes imposed by the state on motor 
vehicles or their use or operations, and from using these revenues other than for state highways, local 
streets and roads, and fixed guideway mass transit as specified in Article 19 of the Constitution.  Also 
prohibits these revenues from being pledged or used for the payment of principal and interest on bonds, 
or for other indebtedness.  Requires the revenues derived from that portion of the vehicle license fee 
that exceeds 0.65 percent of the market value of a vehicle to be used for street and highway purposes.  
Prohibits the Legislature from borrowing these revenues and from using them other than as specifically 
permitted.  Also prohibits these revenues from being pledged or used for the payment of principal and 
interest on bonds, or for other indebtedness. 

As 
Introduced 

Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 
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Date: September 25, 2015 
Current Meeting: October 8, 2015 
Board Meeting: November 5, 2015 

  
BOARD MEMORANDUM    
 
TO: Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
 Policy Advisory Committee 

 

THROUGH:  General Manager, Nuria I. Fernandez 

FROM:  Director of Planning and Program Development, John Ristow 
 
SUBJECT:  One Bay Area Grant Cycle 2 - Program Structure 
 

3331 North First Street ∙ San Jose, CA  95134-1927 ∙ Administration 408.321.5555 ∙ Customer Service 408.321.2300 

Policy-Related Action: No Government Code Section 84308 Applies: No 

ACTION ITEM 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Recommend that the VTA Board of Directors approve the One Bay Area Grant (OBAG) Cycle 2 
program structure. 

BACKGROUND: 

The Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) is scheduled to adopt its "One Bay Area 
Grant” Program 2 (OBAG) programming framework and criteria for Federal flexible grant funds 
for fiscal years 2018 through 2020 in November 2015. The current OBAG Cycle 2 estimate for 
Santa Clara County is approximately $100 million. 

Due to the complexity of the program, VTA staff is developing the local OBAG programming 
framework with VTA's Advisory Committees and community partners in a three part process:  
(1) Program Structure, (2) Guarantee Formulas and (3) Project Selection Criteria. This 
memorandum contains VTA staff's proposal for Program Structure. If the Board adopts the 
OBAG Cycle 2 program structure proposed in this memorandum, VTA staff will return in 
December 2015 with proposals for the guarantee formula and the project selection criteria. 

DISCUSSION: 

MTC places the following requirements on VTA in developing its local OBAG program 
structure. 

Eligibility:  Project Eligibility: Local road reconstruction and rehabilitation, bicycle, 
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pedestrian, streetscape, and Safe-Routes-to-School projects that are 
eligible for Federal Surface Transportation Program (STP) and Congestion 
Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ). 

 Project Sponsor Eligibility: Cities and counties with General Plan 
circulation elements adopted prior to 2010 must adopt resolutions ensuring 
compliance with the Complete Streets Act of 2008 by January 1, 2016. 
Transportation agency sponsored projects, other than vehicles, are only 
eligible if located in jurisdictions that meet this requirement. 

Geographic Limits:   At least 70% of the funds must be programmed in Priority Development 
Areas (PDAs). PDA-serving projects, as justified by the Congestion 
Management Agency (CMA), count towards this requirement, as does 
70% of funding used for CMA planning purposes. 

Program Structure: MTC expects the CMA project selection process and criteria to be open, 
reward jurisdictions which provide housing, and support the growth and 
development of PDAs. 

Santa Clara County’s OBAG funding is expected to be composed of STP and CMAQ funds. The 
proportions thereof are unknown at this time. This funding split creates its own limitations as the 
eligibility for each funding program varies. 

With that in mind, VTA staff is proposing a program structure similar to what the Board adopted 
in 2012 for OBAG Cycle 1. This structure provides guaranteed minimum funding to each 
Member Agency, maximum flexibility within that guarantee, and a significant competitive pool 
to fund larger projects based on the Board’s adopted criteria. It is also robust enough to handle 
changes in funding levels and fund composition. The proposed structure is shown graphically in 
Page 1 of Attachment A. For comparison, Page 2 of Attachment A shows the OBAG Cycle 1 
program structure from 2012. 

PDA Exempt Programs: 

County Federal Aid Secondary Programming (FAS):  
State law requires that each of California's counties be programmed at least the amount of STP 
funding that it would have received under the Federal Aid Secondary program prior to the 
enactment of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) of 1991. That 
translates to approximately $1.7 million in this OBAG cycle. Those funds are for eligible 
projects proposed by County of Santa Clara Roads Department, and are exempt from the 
PDA/Non-PDA split. 

Vehicle Emissions Reductions Based at Schools (VERBS): 
VTA staff recommends setting aside the MTC designated amount of $6.9 million in CMAQ to 
continue VTA's Safe Routes to School Program. A separate program allows the Board to adopt 
specific school-safety-oriented selection criteria for these projects. VTA is allowed to exempt 
$6.9 million from the PDA/Non-PDA split for this purpose. VERBS-eligible safe routes to 
school projects would still be eligible for additional programming in the Complete Streets 
programs described later in this memorandum, but they would be subject to the PDA/Non PDA 
splits and compete on Complete Streets criteria. 
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PDA Focused Programs (70%): 

CMA Planning Funds:   
VTA staff recommends programming $10.0 million for CMA planning and programming over 
the four year period of the program. CMA activities are funded through Member Agency  (which 
are the 15 cities in the County of Santa Clara) fees, Planning Programming & Monitoring funds 
from the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and STP Planning funds. VTA 
currently receives approximately $1.1 million per year in STP planning funds for this purpose. 
Due to statewide STIP shortfalls, VTA has been unable to program PPM funds in the STIP for 
2020 and 2021. These years fall within the OBAG 2 period and VTA staff is proposing to 
increase STP programming in lieu of raising Member Agency fees to cover the shortfall. 

PDA Planning Program: 
This program funds Member Agency planning activities that support the growth and 
development of existing PDAs. Separately from VTA, MTC will be soliciting PDA planning 
projects at the regional level. All VTA Member Agencies are eligible for MTC's program; 
however VTA staff recommends supplementing the regional program with a local Santa Clara 
County Agency-only program. VTA staff recommends a total of $2.0 million for this purpose. 

Countywide Competitive Complete Streets Program:  
This is a competitive program which provides grants to projects in or serving designated PDAs. 
It is open to the cities, towns, Santa Clara County and VTA to compete for grants that will fund 
pedestrian, bicycle, and signal systems projects designed to support dense development and use 
of alternate modes. Criteria for this program will be developed in consultation with VTA's 
Member Agencies and community partners, and brought to the VTA Board for discussion and 
adoption in subsequent meetings. 

Either/Or (Applicant Discretion - 30%) 

City Guarantee Program: 
Road Rehabilitation Guarantee: VTA staff recommends making the balance of the STP 
funds available under the Non-PDA 30% share to the cities and the County for pavement 
rehabilitation. While VTA supports and encourages the cities to use these funds within, 
or serving the PDAs, it would not be required. Consistent with previous Board-adopted 
programs, the first expected use of these funds will be for rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of Federal Aid-eligible local roads with a pavement condition index (PCI) 
of 70 or less. If a city has no eligible road rehabilitation projects, it may use its funds for 
Complete Streets projects and off-road bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 

Complete Streets Guarantee:  If STP funds aren't sufficient to fund the entire 30% 
guarantee, VTA staff recommends funding the balance with CMAQ funds under the 
guarantee formula to the cities and County for Complete Streets projects such as bicycle 
and pedestrian facilities and Safe Routes to School projects. 

Guarantee Distribution Formula 

The draft formula will be developed in consultation with VTA's Member Agencies and 
community partners and be brought to VTA's committees and Board in a future meeting. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 

This action will provide $10 million in STP funding for VTA Congestion Management Agency 
activities. These funds will be included in VTA's respective Congestion Management Program 
budgets for the future fiscal years 2018 through 2022. 

Prepared by: Celeste Fiore 
Memo No. 5140 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 OBAG_II_Bble_8-25-15 (PDF) 

10



Santa Clara County OBAG II Structure Proposal – 8/24/15
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Santa Clara County OBAG I Structure 
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Board Meeting: November 5, 2015 

  
BOARD MEMORANDUM    
 
TO: Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
 Policy Advisory Committee 

 

THROUGH:  General Manager, Nuria I. Fernandez 

FROM:  Director of Planning and Program Development, John Ristow 
 
SUBJECT:  Vehicle Registration Fee Funds for I-880 Soundwall Plans, Specifications & 

Estimates 
 

3331 North First Street ∙ San Jose, CA  95134-1927 ∙ Administration 408.321.5555 ∙ Customer Service 408.321.2300 

Policy-Related Action: Yes Government Code Section 84308 Applies: No 

ACTION ITEM 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Recommend that the VTA Board of Directors program $502,000 in Vehicle Registration Fee 
(VRF) Countywide Matching funds for the Plans, Specifications, and Estimates and Right of 
Way phases of the soundwall project on I-680 between Capitol Expressway and Mueller Avenue 
in San Jose (see Attachment A). 

BACKGROUND: 

Senate Bill 83 (Hancock) signed into law in 2009, authorized countywide transportation agencies 
such as VTA to implement a Vehicle Registration Fee (VRF) of up to $10 on motor vehicles 
registered within the county for transportation programs and projects. 

On June 3, 2010, the VTA Board adopted a resolution placing 2010 Santa Clara Measure B 
before the voters of Santa Clara County to authorize a $10 increase in the fees of motor vehicle 
registration for transportation-related projects and programs. The VTA Board also adopted an 
expenditure plan allocating the revenue to transportation-related programs and projects that have 
a relationship or benefit to the persons who pay the fee. On November 2, 2010, the voters of 
Santa Clara County approved Measure B by majority vote. 

The expenditure plan dedicates 15% of the VRF revenue to the Countywide Program, which 
includes provision for using VRF funds to match federal/state/regional transportation grants 
applied to any roadway transportation project included in the adopted Valley Transportation 
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Plan. An eligible use of these funds is countywide environmental mitigation related to pollution 
caused by autos and trucks. 

Separately, on November 7, 2013, the VTA Board programmed a State Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP) grant for design and construction of soundwalls on I-680 between 
Capitol Expressway and Mueller Avenue in San Jose.  Funds are programmed for environmental 
clearance and design in fiscal years 2016 and 2017, with construction programmed in 2019.  

DISCUSSION: 

VTA is delivering the I-680 soundwalls project, and VTA staff has determined that the most 
effective and timely strategy would be to have the environmental clearance and design work 
completed. The California Transportation Commission (CTC) policy requires sequential funding 
allocations by phase - first environmental, then design. CTC allocated $95,000 in STIP funding 
for environmental clearance to VTA in August 2015. The CTC does not have the financial 
capacity to grant VTA an exception and allocate an additional $502,000 in design and right-of-
way funding this fiscal year. In fact, the CTC will be requiring that future project allocations be 
delayed by up to four years in the 2016 STIP. 

VTA staff recommends that the VTA Board program $502,000 in VRF Matching funds to the    
I-680 soundwalls to allow the project to proceed without delay. If the Board approves this action, 
the STIP funds programmed for that purpose will be reprogrammed to the construction phase in 
a later year. Currently, VTA has $3.86 million programmed for construction.  

The remaining unprogrammed balance of the VRF Countywide Matching funds would be 
$4,695,965 if the VTA Board approves this action. 

ALTERNATIVES: 

The Board of Directors could choose to program the funds on other eligible projects and rely on 
sequential STIP allocations by phase to deliver the soundwalls. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

This action would provide $502,000 in VRF Countywide Matching funds for the soundwall at   
I-680 between Capitol and Mueller. The appropriation for these funds is included in the FY16 
Adopted VTP Highway Improvement Program Fund Capital Budget. 

Prepared by: Bill Hough 
Memo No. 5185 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Attachment A - Soundwalls on I-680 from Capitol Expressway to Mueller Avenue (PDF) 
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Date: September 29, 2015 
Current Meeting: October 8, 2015 
Board Meeting: N/A 

 
BOARD MEMORANDUM    
 
TO: Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
 Policy Advisory Committee  
 

THROUGH:  General Manager, Nuria I. Fernandez  

FROM:  Director of Planning and Program Development, John Ristow 
 
SUBJECT:  Transit Ridership Improvement Program  
   

3331 North First Street ∙ San Jose, CA  95134-1927 ∙ Administration 408.321.5555 ∙ Customer Service 408.321.2300 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

 
BACKGROUND: 

In the past few years, Santa Clara County’s economy has rebounded strongly and travel demand 
has increased. In contrast, transit ridership has remained relatively flat.  Over the same time, 
corporate shuttles and on-demand services like Uber, Lyft and Sidecar have become more 
prevalent.  As travel demand has grown and congestion increased, travel speeds for all vehicles 
have decreased.  This makes transit slower, less attractive as a travel choice and more expensive 
for VTA to operate.  VTA’s farebox recovery rate (the percentage of the transit operating cost 
that is paid by fares) is currently around 14 percent, which is low compared to peer agencies. 

Due to the evolving travel market, declining cost-effectiveness and low farebox recovery rate, it 
is crucial that VTA reevaluate its transit service and related policies to ensure that a more 
appealing, cost-effective and competitive product is being provided.  To this end, VTA is 
launching the Transit Ridership Improvement Program (TRIP).  The TRIP will touch all 
elements of VTA’s transit program and may result in changes to transit service, fare policy, the 
transit capital program and new planning efforts.  Making such changes will require VTA’s 
Board of Directors to develop policies and priorities for the design of the next two-year transit 
service plan. 

DISCUSSION: 

Designing transit service requires making tough choices between good intentions.  To emphasize 
ridership, agencies may reduce geographical coverage.  To increase frequency, buses may be 
reallocated from other routes.  To increase travel speeds, buses may make fewer stops.  To 
increase farebox recovery rates, fares may need to be adjusted.  To improve on-time reliability, 
separating transit from automobile traffic may be necessary.  Each objective is interconnected 
with others and knowing the right balance for achieving the goals of the agency is difficult.  To 
help with that process, VTA has hired Jarrett Walker and Associates, a well-regarded network 
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design and transit planning firm, to assist with the TRIP on a two-year contract. 

Jarrett Walker and Associates have worked throughout the world advising transportation 
agencies about how they can balance transit network design tradeoffs to meet their goals.  They 
recently assisted with the redesign of the Houston Metro transit network, converting it from a 
coverage-oriented network that featured many routes, but few that were frequent, to a ridership-
oriented network built around a fast, frequent core network.  The new network doubled the 
number of homes and jobs that are connected by transit and Houston is now projecting a 20 
percent increase in ridership.  They accomplished that redesign without changing the transit 
operating cost.  Jarrett Walker has extensive experience in California and is a former resident of 
Santa Clara County. 

Jarrett Walker and Associates has been asked to assist with multiple tasks: 

 Evaluate VTA’s current projects, plans and studies and assess areas where VTA can 
improve or identify any gaps that can be addressed through new efforts. 

 Analyze VTA’s transit service and identify any changes that will increase ridership 
and/or farebox recovery and assist with the development of the next two-year service 
plan. 

 Lead VTA’s Board of Directors through a discussion of policy goals that will inform the 
development of the next two-year transit service plan and hold multiple workshops with 
municipal partners to better integrate cities in the transit planning process and better 
integrate planning for transit into city processes. 

 Develop a final report and implementation plan documenting improved agency processes 
and improved collaboration with municipal partners for increasing transit ridership and 
farebox recovery. 

Jarrett Walker and Associates are currently working on the first two tasks and plan to begin the 
policy conversation with VTA’s Board in late 2015. 

 
Prepared By: Adam Burger 
Memo No. 5195 
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