
Sustainability Program
Overview

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) is commit-
ted to environmental sustainability. This commitment includes 
using resources like energy and water wisely and preventing 
pollution to air and land. 

VTA became a signatory to the American Public Transportation 
Association (APTA) in 2009 and achieved Gold Level Recogni-
tion in 2016. Through this undertaking, VTA has committed 
itself to core principles of economic, social, and environmental 
sustainability, and towards a path of continual improvement.

Energy

•	 VTA installed solar canopies at three 
bus maintenance divisions, totaling 2.1 
megawatts. Solar panels also provide 
lighting at bus stops that do not have 
access to a power source.  

•	 VTA	facilities,	including	station	plat-
forms and buildings, are equipped 
with	LED	lighting	and	energy	efficient	
technology.   

•	 The	River	Oaks	administrative	offices	
and Eastridge Transit Center include 
electric vehicle charging stations. 

Water

•		VTA earned the 2015 “Water Saving Hero” award presented by the Santa Clara Valley Water District by  
reducing	outdoor	watering,	installing	drought	tolerant	landscaping,	and	upgrading	fixtures	to	be	more		 	
water-efficient.		

•		Two	bus	divisions	are	equipped	with	wastewater	treatment	plants	that	reuse	water	for	bus	washing.		
Another bus division uses recycled water for bus washing, which conserves drinking water supplies.  

•		VTA	is	committed	to	protecting	local	creeks	and	rivers,	and	the	reservoirs	and	bays	to	which	they	flow,	by	
preventing	pollution	from	stormwater	runoff.	Keeping	our	streets	and	waterways	clean	and	free	of	litter	is	
important for our communities.
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VTA Mission: VTA provides sustainable, accessible, community-focused transportation options that are innovative, 
environmentally responsible, and promote the vitality of our region.

Sustainability Program

Air

•	 VTA	helps	reduce	emissions	and	improve	
air quality by implementing projects to 
manage	traffic	congestion	and	improve	
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. 
VTA’s	hybrid	bus	fleet	is	fuel-efficient	and	
emits fewer pollutants. 

•	 Making	a	commitment	to	riding	VTA	(even	
twice a month) has many environmental, 
health,	and	financial	benefits.	When	you	
take transit, you reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and can save up to $6,251 per 
household	annually	by	taking	one	car	off	
the road. 

Land

•	 VTA	encourages	transit-oriented	develop-
ment that includes pedestrian and bicycle 
improvements, which enhance the utiliza-
tion and connectivity of the region’s transit 
system.  

•	 To	reduce	its	consumption	of	natural		
resources, VTA is committed to reusing 
and recycling materials in all its activities. 
For	example,	VTA	used	recycled	asphalt	
and concrete for the Alum Rock/Santa 
Clara Bus Rapid Transit and Eastridge 
Transit Center projects.

For more information on VTA’s Sustainability Program, 
visit our website at vta.org/sustainability or contact VTA at 
(408) 321-7575, TTY (408) 321-2330. Find us on Facebook 
under “SCVTA”, Twitter under “SantaclaraVTA”, and 
YouTube at youtube.com/scvta.


