
To address existing noise concerns on State Route (SR) 85, and to comply with the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), VTA is working with communities along SR 85 
and Caltrans to study, test, and implement noise reduction treatments through a three-
phase process.

Phase 1 is the study phase of the Noise Reduction Program. This phase involves 
the review of previous noise studies, determining the existing noise conditions, and 
assessment of available types of noise reduction strategies that could be implemented 
with Caltrans approval. Strategies could include:

•	 Sound	wall	modification,	retrofit	and/or	treatment.
•	 Plant	material	in	front	of	existing	sound	walls.
•	 Pavement	modifications	or	treatments.

From	the	locations	that	have	elevated	noise	levels,	five	locations	for	pilot	testing	of	noise	
reduction treatments may be recommended for Phase 2.

Phase 2  is the pilot testing phase of the Noise Reduction Program. This phase involves 
the	pilot	testing	of	the	recommended	noise	reduction	treatments	identified	in	Phase	1	at	
the	specified	test	locations.	Noise	measurements	would	be	taken	before	and	after	the	
implementation, assessed and reported.

Phase 3 is the deployment phase of the Noise Reduction Program. This phase involves 
the implementation of those measures from Phase 2 that show promise in reducing noise. 
The Implementation could take place at various locations along SR 85.

Previous Projects and Studies

Due to community concerns regarding freeway noise along SR 85, the following studies 
and projects have been undertaken by Caltrans and VTA:

1998:	Caltrans	completed	a	study	of	potential	alternatives	that	could	be	expected	to	
reduce freeway noise by 3 decibels.

2001:	VTA	completed	a	study	recommending	a	test	project	to	micro-grind	(texture-grind)	
a portion of the freeway, and conducted noise analyses to determine if an improvement 
could be achieved.

2003: VTA completed a texture grinding test project. Overall freeway noise levels were not 
significantly	reduced,	however,	post	texture	grinding	noise	was	a	lower	frequency	making	
it harder for humans to detect the noise.

2006:	VTA	completed	a	noise	mitigation	project	that	included	textured	grinding	of	about	11	
miles of concrete pavement from east of Almaden Expressway to north of Stevens Creek 
Boulevard.

2014 SR 85 Express Lanes Environmental Documentation

VTA, in cooperation with Caltrans, completed environmental documentation of SR 85 to 
allow for the implementation of express lanes on the route. The planned implementation 
of express lanes on SR 85 includes the conversion of the existing carpool lanes in both 
directions	between	US	101	in	south	San	Jose	and	US	101	in	Mountain	View	and	the	
addition of a second express lane in both directions between SR 87 and I-280.
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During the environmental circulation period for the project, the community expressed concerns about the existing 
noise levels along SR 85 and the anticipated increase in noise levels in the proposed express lanes, in particular, with 
the	planned	double	express	lanes	between	SR	87	and	I-280	through	San	Jose,	Campbell,	Los	Gatos,	Saratoga	and	
Cupertino.

Noise Study for SR 85 Express Lanes Environmental Document: The environmental study of SR 85 for express lanes 
implementation	conducted	noise	measurements	at	149	locations	throughout	the	corridor.	The	environmental	document	
determined	no	effect	or	no	more	than	a	3-decibel	increase	in	noise	levels.	An	increase	of	3	decibels	is	considered	barely	
detectable	to	the	human	ear.	Under	the	California	Environmental	Quality	Act	(CEQA),	the	predicted	changes	in	traffic	
noise	from	the	project	would	not	result	in	a	significant	impact.	Under	the	National	Environmental	Policy	Act	(NEPA),	

noise	abatement	was	considered	because	41	noise	receptors	along	
SR	85	and	US	101	have	existing	and	future	noise	levels	that	approach	
or exceed federal noise abatement criteria. The noise evaluations 
identified	potential	sound	walls	but	none	that	qualified	under	Caltrans	
criteria for new or replacement sound walls. 

Comparison to Previous Noise Studies: VTA	compared	12	receptor	
locations from previous noise studies. The noise levels from the SR 85 
Express Lanes environmental document and those from the previous 
studies	were	found	to	be	equivalent.

(Previous	Studies:	The	1987	Final	Environmental	Impact	Statement	
for	the	construction	of	SR	85	between	I-280	and	US	101	in	San	Jose,	
and	the	1996	environmental	document	for	the	construction	of	High	
Occupancy Vehicle Lane Widening Project between Dana Street and 
north	of	Moffett	Boulevard).

Comparison to 2013 Saratoga Noise Element Update: VTA 
compared one noise measurement collected along SR 85 for the 
2013	City	of	Saratoga	Draft	Noise	Element	Update,	and	the	noise	
analysis from the SR 85 Express Lanes environmental document. 
It was determined that the SR 85 Express Lanes studied levels are 
comparable	to	the	levels	documented	in	the	2013	Saratoga	Noise	
Element Update.

Schedule

Please refer to vta.org/85noisereduction for the existing project schedule.

How to Reach Us

If	you	have	any	questions	about	the	VTA	SR	85	Noise	Reduction	Program,	please	contact	VTA’s	Community	Outreach	
Department	at	(408)	321-7575,	(TTY)	for	the	hearing-impaired	(408)	321-2330	or	e-mail	us	at	community.outreach@vta.
org.	You	may	also	visit	us	on	the	web	at	vta.org.

VTA Mission: VTA provides sustainable, accessible, community-focused transportation options that are innovative, 
environmentally responsible, and promote the vitality of our region.


