
 

From: VTA Board Secretary  

Sent: Monday, December 11, 2017 3:32 PM 

To: VTA Board Secretary 

Subject: VTA Correspondence: Government Affairs Report; Caltrain JPB Meeting Summary; Board 

Agenda Item 6.9 Comments; Board Agenda Item 8.1 Comments 

 

VTA Board of Directors: 

 

We are forwarding you the following:  

 

From Topic 

VTA Items provided at December 7, 2017 Board Meeting:  

1) Agenda Item #8.1.B - Government Affairs Report;  

2) Agenda Item #8.4.D - Caltrain JPB Meeting Summary 

Members of the Public Comments regarding Agenda Item #6.9 

Members of the Public Comments regarding Agenda Item #8.1  

 

Thank you. 

 

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:board.secretary@vta.org


  Item 8.1.B

  

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS REPORT 

December 7, 2017 

              

 

STATE 

 

FY 2017-18 Cap-and-Trade Auction Results:  In July, the Legislature passed a package of 

bills intended to stabilize the market-based allowance trading system known as “cap-and-trade”, 

administered by the California Air Resources Board (CARB).  Since AB 32 (Nunez and Pavley), 

the “Global Warming Solutions Act” was signed into law in 2006, CARB has been required to 

approve a statewide greenhouse gas emissions limit equivalent to the 1990 level to be achieved 

by 2020, and to adopt regulatory measures to reduce these emissions from stationary sources and 

the transportation sector.  Cap-and-trade became a key component of California’s climate change 

strategy with CARB’s subsequent adoption of a scoping plan in 2008.  However, the cap-and-

trade system has been plagued by legal and political uncertainty in recent years, which 

discouraged regulated entities from purchasing emissions credits and negatively impacted the 

revenues generated from CARB’s quarterly auctions for the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund.   

 

This uncertainty stemmed from two issues.  First, a lawsuit filed by a coalition of business 

groups led by the California Chamber of Commerce sought to invalidate cap-and-trade by 

arguing that cap-and-trade is an illegal tax because AB 32 was not approved by a two-thirds vote 

of the Legislature.  Secondly, the Legislative Counsel’s Office issued an opinion that action by 

the Legislature was needed to avoid the sunset of the cap-and-trade system on December 31, 

2020, because cap-and-trade was tied to achieving a 2020 emissions limit.  This second issue 

was partially addressed with the passage of SB 32 (Pavley) in 2016, which established a 

greenhouse gas emissions limit equivalent to 40 percent below the 1990 level to be achieved by 

2030.  In addition, the bill extended the core provisions of AB 32, except for those that 

authorized CARB to set up and implement the state’s cap-and-trade system.   

   

The Legislature specifically authorized CARB to utilize the market-based allowance trading 

system with the passage of AB 398 (E. Garcia), AB 617 (C. Garcia) and ACA 1, this past 

summer.  Of these three bills, AB 398 extends the authorization of CARB to adopt and 

implement the cap-and-trade system to December 31, 2030.  A companion bill, AB 617 required 

CARB to establish a uniform, statewide system for monitoring and reporting emissions of 

pollutants, beyond GHG emissions, and establish a range of regulatory tools to ensure their 

reduction.  AB 617 was critical to gaining the political support needed to approve the extension 

of the cap-and-trade system.  ACA 1 has qualified for the June 2018 statewide ballot and if 

approved by the voters, would amend the state constitution to require the first appropriation of 

cap-and-trade auction proceeds after January 1, 2024, to be subject to a two-thirds vote of the 

Legislature.   The passage of AB 398 by a two-thirds vote not only allows the system to legally 

operate beyond 2020, but also makes the issue of whether cap-and-trade is a tax or fee, which is 

the crux of the lawsuit, moot.   

 

Recent cap-and-trade auction results seem to indicate that this legislative fix has succeeded.  

CARB has announced that every emissions allowance offered by the state was sold during the 

quarterly auction held in November 2017 and emissions allowances prices reached their highest 
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level in the program’s history.  The California Transit Association has estimated that the 

November 2017 auction generated approximately $862.4 million in auction proceeds, and the 

August 2017 auction generated approximately $642.8 million.  A portion of these revenues are 

continuously appropriated to each of two key sources of capital funding for VTA, the Transit and 

Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP) and the Low Carbon Transit Operations Program 

(LCTOP).  Estimates for each of these state-wide funding programs based on these first two 

auctions of the current 2017-18 fiscal year indicate that the competitive grant TIRCP program 

will receive $150.5 million, and the formula-based LCTOP program at least $75.26 million, in 

cap-and-trade revenues.  

 

It should also be noted that SB 1 (Beall), signed into law in October 2017, further supplements 

the TIRCP program with $245 million in ongoing revenues from the new transportation 

improvement fee and a one-time infusion of $236 million from prior-year loans to the state’s 

General Fund.   

 
REGIONAL 

 

STA Funding Distribution:  On November 15, MTC approved revisions to the FY 2017-18 

Fund Estimate to reflect State Transit Assistance (STA) program receipts for FY 2016-17 and 

anticipated funding increases due to the passage of AB 1113 and SB 1.  These two bills clarified 

eligible operators and other STA program details, and supplemented the program with additional 

revenues, respectively.  MTC anticipates that the Bay Area will receive an additional $57 million 

in STA funding due to the diesel tax increase of 3.5% and from a portion of a new transportation 

improvement fee pursuant to SB 1.  

 

STA funding is distributed to the Bay Area and split into a revenue-based and a population-based 

share.  In the Bay Area, the revenue-based funding is the portion distributed to the counties based 

on the amount of “qualifying” revenues generated by the operators within the transportation 

planning agencies’ jurisdiction in proportion to other operators in the state.  “Qualifying 

revenue” refers to fare revenues, including fares generated for community transit services under 

contract with the STA-eligible operator, and any other funds used by the operator in the delivery 

of transit service, except federal and state funds. Each STA-eligible transit operator’s share of the 

revenue-based funding shall be determined State Controller’s Office based on each operator’s 

annual financial report.  VTA is expected to receive $19,328,819 in revenue-based funding.   

 

By contrast, population-based STA funding is distributed to MTC based on the population within 

its jurisdiction relative to the population of the state of California.  The Commission approved a 

proposal from staff to place a $17 million increase is population-based funds into a reserve as 

MTC explores an update to the policy that guides their distribution of these funds.  MTC has 

been evaluating the possible use of these funds to create a “Means-based” discount fare program, 

providing these funds to operators to provide low-cost or free fares to riders based on income 

level.  However, transit operators throughout the region have shared concerns with the proposal, 

which may duplicate local reduced fare programs or increase their operating costs.   

 



  Item 8.4.D 

Caltrain JPB Meeting Summary 

              

 

At its December 7, 2017 meeting, the Caltrain JPB: 

 

 Received an update from Derek Hansel, Caltrain Chief Financial Officer on Statement of 

Revenues and Expenses for the month of October 2017. The Forecast is unchanged from 

prior months and reflects the amended FY2018 budget.  

 

 Received an update from staff on considerations for a potential transactions and use tax 

ballot measure.  

1. The board authorized to convene one or more meetings of representatives of the 

six boards that must agree before a three-county Caltrain funding measure can be 

placed on the ballot pursuant to Senate Bill (S.B.) 797 (referred to herein as the 

“Authorizing Agencies”), with the understanding that the participants will 

discuss:  

a. Timing of a potential JPB regional sales tax ballot measure, taking into 

account:  

 the time required to prepare a plan for how tax revenues would be 

used to support Caltrain;  

 other local funding measures that the Authorizing Agencies may 

be contemplating and the relative timing and prioritization of such 

measures vis a vis a JPB measure;  

 how much time is required to secure approval from the 

Authorizing Agencies, based on the legislative processes of each 

board, and  

 election schedules and political viability; and  

b. Options and preferences for how the tax revenues raised through a 

potential measure should be used, such as whether the revenues from a 

potential measure would supplement or replace any or all of the JPB 

member agencies' contributions.  

2.  Directed Staff to provide the support required for such meeting(s). 

 

 Received a detailed update on the Caltrain Business Plan. The Board will review and 

approve the draft Business Strategy Principles and Draft Caltrain Business Plan Scope of 

Work at their January meeting. 

 

 Approved the Execution of Agreements to receive funding and act as project lead for the 

Redwood City Grade Separation Project and amend the fiscal year 2018 capital budget 

from $70,473,295 to $71,323,295 

 

 Deferred a contract to J. Powers Recruiting, Inc. (J. Powers), of Sacramento, California, 

to provide Technical Recruiting Services to resolve and outstanding protest. 

 

The Caltrain JPB will next meet on 

January 4, 2018, at 10 a.m. 

San Mateo County Transit District Administrative Building 

Bacciocco Auditorium, 2nd Floor, 1250 San Carlos Avenue, San Carlos, CA 94070 
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To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: 12/11/17 Media Clips 
 

 

 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Monday, December 11, 2017 

1. Here's how bad Washington politics are for Bay Area transportation projects (Silicon 

Valley Business Journal) 

2. Why VTA is skittish about regulating 'Google buses' (Silicon Valley Business Journal) 

3. Local Transit Agencies on Alert after NYC Bombing (KCBS Radio) 

4. Wish Book 2017: It’s more than just a ride for South County seniors 

 

Here's how bad Washington politics are for Bay Area transportation projects 

(Silicon Valley Business Journal) 

Big local transportation projects — of which there are billions of dollars’ worth planned in the 

Bay Area — face a very uncertain prognosis as the Trump administration continues to bounce 

around on details of its transportation policy, tax reform and long-promised infrastructure 

initiative. 

That’s the message delivered Thursday by the Valley Transportation Authority’s federal lobbyist 

to the VTA board, which jibes with a Washington Post storypublished the same day. 

The lobbyist — Steve Palmer, vice president of Van Scoyoc Associates, a D.C. lobbying firm — 

said that members of both parties in Congress are fighting back against Trump proposals that 

would radically alter the federal government’s role in transportation or potentially abandon 

some projects altogether. 

“Why are they (Congress) doing this?” Palmer asked the board rhetorically. “Because if the 

Trump administration doesn’t list projects in its budget, Congress cannot earmark projects, 

given their own rules.” 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/12/08/federal-funding-bay-area-transit-projects-trump.html?ana=e_sjo_bn&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1513021512&j=79318481
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/after-cutting-taxes-trump-looking-to-localities-to-raise-revenue-for-inftrastructure/2017/12/06/9078c230-d379-11e7-b62d-d9345ced896d_story.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Steve%20Palmer
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/van-scoyoc-associates/318529/


Richard White, head of the American Public Transportation Association, told an audience in San 

Mateo at the groundbreaking ceremony for Caltrain’s electrification project that more than 50 

transportation projects nationwide worth $38 billion and employing 800,000 workers are at risk 

because of changes either contemplated or already underway in Washington. 

“So Caltrain, you’re very lucky to be the last one under the wire to get your full-funding grant 

agreement,” White said. 

Ironically, Caltrain’s federal grant was nearly derailed by California’s 14 GOP members in the 

House of Representatives. But Caltrain does not run through any of their districts and their real 

goal in blocking the grant was to try to stop high-speed rail. 

And in another irony, what the administration is now proposing on infrastructure is a reversal 

of the president’s campaign promises for a $1 trillion program to repair and expand roads, rails 

and other transportation improvements. 

“He basically said he’d do it through tax credits, public-private partnerships,” Palmer said. 

“Well, tax credits are off the table now because they weren’t included in the tax bill. He’s 

walked away from public-private partnerships. He’s said, 'I know they aren’t a panacea for 

everything, so I can’t advocate that that’s a solution.' So what’s left? Of that $1 trillion, the 

White House is proposing $200 billion over 10 years be spent on infrastructure.” 

That’s just 20 percent of the original promise, and the Post story said the rest would be made 

up by state and local governments. 

Shrinking the federal share of transportation funding is not new. 

The costs of the interstate highway system, begun in the 1950s under President Eisenhower, 

were borne 90 percent by the federal government and 10 percent by states. 

The $1.98 billion Caltrain electrification project gets just under half its funding from the 

feds. Plans for the BART subway to be built in San Jose call for two-thirds of the $4.7 billion cost 

to come from state and local sources. The $1.5 billion from Washington — which has not yet 

been applied for — would be matched almost dollar-for-dollar by a Santa Clara County sales tax 

increase approved by voters in November 2016. 

In that month, voters in Santa Clara, San Francisco, Alameda and Contra Costa counties 

approved raising $12.4 billion in transportation funds through new or extended taxes on 

themselves for projects that will depend on some degree of federal participation. 

“Projects all across the board need to increase local share, not federal share,” Palmer said 

based on his conversations with federal transportation officials. “They’re no longer going to 

fund projects that rely on an 80-20 or a 70-30 split." 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Richard%20White
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/apta/483302/
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/07/21/caltrain-electrification-construction-timeline.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/07/21/caltrain-electrification-construction-timeline.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/12/08/san-jose-bart-subway-delay-vta-fed-funding.html


The Trump administration will not judge local projects based on their merits but in terms of 

which states and localities can pony up the most money for them, the Washington Post 

reported. 

Although tax reform is not a done deal, neither the House nor Senate is “infrastructure 

friendly,” Palmer said. 

Both chambers would eliminate the tax deductibility of employer-provided parking and transit 

benefits, the deductibility of “private activity bonds” that are used for housing and 

transportation and the advance re-funding of bonds. 

Neither raises the federal gasoline tax even though the highway trust fund it supports faces 

insolvency in less than three years, and neither includes repatriation of foreign corporate 

profits, some of which had been counted on to fund Trump’s infrastructure program. 

“That’s the crystal ball,” Palmer told VTA. “It’s not clear. It’s not good. If we were facing a 

decision point today I think we’d be in real trouble. 

Back to top 

Why VTA is skittish about regulating 'Google buses' (Silicon Valley Business 

Journal) 

The Valley Transportation Authority will draw up a policy to regulate private commuter shuttle 

buses — better known as "Google buses" – on Santa Clara County streets and freeways. 

The private buses are widely employed by many or the region's largest technology employers, 

including Apple, Google and Facebook. Many of the same complaints that generated protests 

against such shuttles when they began to bring tech workers down the Peninsula from San 

Francisco – use of publicly owned facilities without compensation, buses cruising neighborhood 

streets, and safety and congestion problems with VTA buses at VTA bus stops – have also 

cropped up in Silicon Valley. 

Still, nearly eight of every 10 country residents polled last summer think the private buses are a 

good idea. While generally supportive, the Silicon Valley Leadership group – which conducted 

the poll – told VTA’s board last week that it’s worried about the participation of employee 

unions in the stakeholder process to develop the policy. 

“Please ensure this policy stays scoped to simply addressing the problems VTA staff is trying to 

address: coordination at our VTA shuttle stops,” Carl Guardino, the group’s CEO, said at a VTA 

board meeting on Dec. 7. 

Last February, after the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (MTA) adopted its 

regulations, which included a “labor harmony” provision, Doug Blochof the Teamsters Union 

credited them with helping unionize private bus drivers. 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/12/11/vta-regulation-google-bus-private-commuter-shuttle.html?ana=e_mc_prem&s=newsletter&ed=2017-12-11&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1513020711&j=79321421
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/google/100651/
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/facebook/103053/
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/06/28/bay-area-google-buses-tech-shuttles-popularity.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Carl%20Guardino
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Doug%20Bloch


“Every day, 1,000 drivers get behind the wheels of these buses, and 500 have organized with 

the Teamsters and are now part of the middle class,” KQED quoted Bloch as saying. “And we 

can thank the MTA that has made that possible for these drivers.” 

At Thursday’s VTA board meeting, Bloch said labor harmony was a poor name for the provision. 

“Labor harmony, on the surface and from what I’ve heard, sounds like the MTA telling the 

shuttle bus companies that they have to be in a union to have a permit,” he said. “And I wish 

that was true. But it’s not the case. There are over a dozen companies at the MTA. Most of 

them are not union companies. That’s not the business of the transit agencies to tell somebody 

whether they have to be union or not. It is your business to make sure that if we get into a 

dispute with those companies, it does not become a problem for your riders or for the regular 

VTA buses. That’s all that policy does.” 

San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo, vice chair of the board who will become chair in January, was 

also concerned “because it starts having me thinking that somehow or another we’re going to 

intervene in the relationship between a private sector employer and their employees. I just 

think that’s not where we belong.” 

VTA chief of staff Angelique Gaeta said: “A labor dispute is an example of something that could 

cause interference with our operations.” She said the service disruption plan proposed for the 

VTA policy “would make sure that our services were not disrupted. There’s no requirement or 

no lead-in to any union negotiations.” 

Under the policy, they would have to apply for a permit to pick up or discharge passengers at 

VTA bus stops at a price that likely will vary by the number of bus stops each company wants to 

use. 

The permit process would also allow VTA and private bus schedules to be coordinated to avoid 

congestion that sometimes causes buses to block traffic while they wait for their turn at the 

curb. 

 

Back to top 

Local Transit Agencies on Alert after NYC Bombing (KCBS Radio) 

(Link to Audio) 

Back to top 

Wish Book 2017: It’s more than just a ride for South County seniors 

Morgan Hill and Gilroy elderly have lifeline to outside world with Sourcewise 

shuttle service 

https://ww2.kqed.org/news/2017/02/22/s-f-agency-votes-to-make-google-bus-program-permanent/
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTkwODU3MDkmTURTZWVkPTI5NiZUeXBlPU1lZGlh
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/12/10/wish-book-its-more-than-just-a-ride-for-south-county-seniors/


Autumn’s slanting light bathes the South County hillsides in a golden glow to create a sense of 

tranquility at arm’s length from the bustle of Silicon Valley. 

The pastoral image has drawn folks to Morgan Hill, San Martin and Gilroy as the Bay Area’s 

population exploded over the past two decades. But the open spaces also can be isolating for 

the elderly as they begrudgingly hand over their car keys and the California tradition of 

independence. 

“When they’re in a rural area, they become more vulnerable,” said Aneliza Del Pinal, a planner 

for Sourcewise, a Santa Clara County organization dedicated to improving seniors’ lives. 

Larry Garner, 62, closes the door of the Sourcewise van that has just picked him up from his 

home in Morgan Hill. (Dan Honda/Bay Area News Group)  

In the past year, Sourcewise has become a lifeline for almost 50 seniors by providing free 

transportation Monday through Friday to Morgan Hill and Gilroy senior centers. With 11,500 

area residents at least 65 years old, the San Jose-based group is trying to address a growing 

need that could easily be overlooked in the less populated basement of the county. 

“They saved my life, really,” client Tom Bambino said of giving him mobility. 

Bambino, 93, was one of four senior passengers during a recent morning ride-along in a lime 

green van called “Speedy Shuttle.” Good-natured driver Emily Escalante collected each 

commuter at their home to take them to the Morgan Hill Senior Center. 

ADVERTISING 

The shuttle has become part of the daily routine for the men and women who enjoy getting out 

of the house to spend part of the day mingling with others. 

“I’m going to eat, to gossip, to play games and do puzzles,” said Larry Garner, Escalante’s first 

pick up on this day. 

Wish book 2017: Sourcewise offers seniors a lift 

Bay Area News Group 

Sourcewise currently has a van and a seven-seat passenger bus to ferry the elderly to the two 

senior centers in the morning and home in the afternoon. 

The service launched in April has a waiting list of 18 seniors who want to take the shuttles. Ten 

more candidates are being evaluated to see if they qualify. 

The need is amplified in sprawling communities lacking in public transportation networks found 

in densely populated cities. Caltrain, for example, services South County only in the morning 

and evening. The Valley Transportation Authority’s light rail doesn’t extend that far south. 

http://www.mysourcewise.com/


Sourcewise executives found some people relied on taxis or long bus trips to get to the senior 

centers. 

Wish Book readers can support the program with donations that help to pay for vehicle 

maintenance, drivers’ salaries and increasing the service with additional vehicles. 

Tom Bambino, 93, lets driver Emily Escalante buckle him after a pickup at his ranch-style home 

in Morgan Hill. He says the Sourcewise shuttle service in South County “saved my life, really.” 

(Dan Honda/Bay Area News Group)  

In a disposable society where the aging often find themselves disconnected, the seemingly 

simple task of transportation has potential long-term benefits. A correlation between health 

and loneliness gained attention this year after Brigham Young University researchers found that 

social isolation increased the risk of premature death by about 30 percent. In another study, 

scientists reported that feeling lonely is as dangerous as smoking 15 cigarettes a day. 

The shuttle service offsets the sense of desolation in a community where bedroom housing 

tracts abut farmland. 

The socializing begins in the van for the four seniors who are Escalante’s regulars. The driver 

crisscrosses the southern edge of Coyote Valley from a mobile home park to a housing tract to 

Bambino’s ranch-style home along Morgan Hill’s Wine Trail. 

Using a cane, Bambino ambles to the van with hearty hellos for everyone. He wears a U.S. Army 

veterans cap and carts along his acerbic New York humor. 

Bambino owns a 2007 Cadillac but keeps his trips to the pharmacy and grocery store to a 

minimum. 

“I try to steer clear of going out at night, in the rain and heavy traffic,” he said. “I’m not all there 

anymore.” 

Bambino, who lives with his brother and sister-in-law, used to attend Elks Club events when he 

was more mobile. The van service allows him to remain socially engaged at the seniors center, 

which offers a variety of activities at Centennial Recreation Center across from the city’s skate 

park. 

Sourcewise has a colorful van and a seven-seat bus to ferry the aging to senior centers in 

Morgan Hill and Gilroy. It hopes to eventually expand the popular service by adding vehicles 

and drivers. (Dan Honda/Bay Area News Group)  

Carmine Bambino appreciates the transport service because he is a full-time caregiver to his 

ailing wife and doesn’t have time to take his younger brother across town. 



Sourcewise officials hope they can expand the program to help relieve over-stressed caregivers 

even more. They’d like to offer transportation to medical appointments and shopping, said 

Rosie Jimenez, Sourcewise’s director of South County services. 

The group also is investigating the possibility of a route extension to Santa Teresa light rail for 

seniors who use services located in the north county. 

But for now, the main draw is the connectivity to the world outside of the home for Mary El 

Masry, 86, who never drove. Her husband, who died two years ago, did all the chauffeuring. 

Living alone in Morgan Hill, El Masry was “feeling sorry for myself,” while stranded at her 

house. 

Then she found Sourcewise. 

“I’m so thrilled this service is offered, because it really is a lifeline for her,” El Masry’s daughter 

Lorna said. 

During the first visit to the senior center, El Masry breathed in the landscape and thought,  “Oh, 

no, I’m old but I don’t feel that old.” 

Then she met other patrons and regained her sense of vibrancy. The Englishwoman stays in 

contact with friends and family in the United Kingdom by Skype. But too often their tales of 

woe bring her down. 

Then she boards “Speedy Shuttle” with its neon colors and catches up with fellow passengers 

who enjoy the outings. 

“I come here and it’s so bright,” El Masry said of the center. 

Escalante, the driver, often hears such spirited comments when making her rounds. 

It never fails to bring a smile to her face. 

Back to top 
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VTA News Coverage for Tuesday, December 12, 2017 

1. Regional transit agencies heighten security in wake of New York City’s subway attack 

(Mercury News & Mass Transit) 

2. Teamsters Applaud Santa Clara County VTA for Shuttle Safety, Transit Planning Vote 

(Teamster.org) 

3. Council approves pared-down sustainability plan (Palo Alto Weekly) 

4. For new bike boulevard, it's not smooth sailing (Palo Alto Weekly) 

5. Person killed by Caltrain in Gilroy (Mercury News) 

Regional transit agencies heighten security in wake of New York City’s subway 

attack (Mercury News & Mass Transit) 

Regional transit agencies boosted patrols after Monday’s pipe-bomb blast injured four people 

including the suspect in a subway at New York City’s Port Authority. 

But BART authorities made it clear that commuters’ eyes and ears would be the keys to 

preventing a terrorist threat. 

BART Police Chief Carlos Rojas joined a conference call with leaders of transit systems across 

the country to discuss efforts to prevent such attacks, BART Police Deputy Chief Edgar Alvarez 

said. 

“This morning, we deployed our officers in an effort to be hyper-vigilant, and make sure that 

everything is where it’s supposed to be,” Alvarez said at a news conference at the Lake Merritt 

station. “But we’re letting our riders know that we can’t do this without them.” 

In a system that carries up to 450,000 people per weekday and nearly 130 million riders a year, 

Alvarez said security tools like metal detectors “are not conducive to the movement of people 

we have,” and are less likely to be effective than riders’ use of the system’s BART Watch app to 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/12/11/regional-transit-agencies-heighten-security-in-wake-of-new-york-citys-subway-attack/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/12/11/regional-transit-agencies-heighten-security-in-wake-of-new-york-citys-subway-attack/


make anonymous reports of suspicious objects or people to station agents, train operators and 

dispatchers. 

“Our district is unique that we intertwine with a lot of different allied agencies,” Alvarez said. 

“Our dogs are TSA-funded, and we have the VIPER team out there. We also go into SFO (San 

Francisco International Airport) and work in conjunction with San Francisco PD and their airport 

bureau.” 

Other agencies across the Bay Area ramped up patrols. 

In the South Bay, Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority spokeswoman Linh Hoang 

vouched for VTA’s “purely precautionary” stepped-up efforts Monday. 

“We want to assure our passengers that safety and security is VTA’s No. 1 priority. We have 

increased security patrols as is our standard protocol in these circumstances,” Hoang said. 

“We continually evaluate our operations, security measures, and technologies to ensure that 

our transit system is safe for passengers and employees. In addition, the Santa Clara County 

Sheriff’s Transit Patrol, Allied Universal Security and VTA Fare Inspectors patrol our system to 

respond to incidents and suspicious activity.” 

Hoang said system riders with smartphones should download and use the VTAlerts app to 

notify public-safety staff. 

“We’re asking everyone to stay alert when you are traveling on our system,” Hoang said. 

“Passengers are usually the first to observe suspicious activities and medical emergencies.” 

Other security measures added Monday included Homeland Security-trained officers from a 

VIPER — or visible intermodal prevention and response — team that is experienced in 

explosives and behavior-detection at airports and train stations. 

Alvarez was accompanied by two of BART’s eight K-9 officers, whose animals must pass a six- 

to- eight-week-training program that tests their skill at picking out residue signatures for 

possible explosive materials. 

“We’d take 50 dogs if we could,” Alvarez said. “With the number of people we move, we could 

probably handle 25 to 30, even 40 dogs. We’d take whatever we could get our hands on.” 

Though that number would not allow officers to cost-effectively cover every station or 

checkpoint, Alvarez said BART was working with the Transportation Security Administration to 

see about acquiring more K-9s. 

According to the Associated Press, the last bomb to go off in New York’s subway system was 

believed to be in December 1994, when an explosive made from mayonnaise jars and batteries 

wounded 48 people in a car in lower Manhattan. The Times Square subway station is the city’s 



busiest, with 64 million riders passing through every year. The subway system as a whole 

carried over 1.7 billion people last year. 
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Teamsters Applaud Santa Clara County VTA for Shuttle Safety, Transit Planning 

Vote (Teamster.org) 

The Teamsters Union applauds the passage of a commuter shuttle policy by the Santa Clara 

County Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) that will enhance safety and transportation 

planning. The policy will benefit transit and shuttle passengers, as well as thousands of 

Teamster drivers who operate tech commuter shuttles in the county.   

The policy passed unanimously by VTA includes a permitting program for high tech company 

shuttle buses that use public bus stops. Under this program, shuttle bus companies for high 

tech companies like Google and Cisco will need to integrate with VTA transit planning to ensure 

the smooth flow of traffic and mitigate congestion. The companies will also be required to 

submit service disruption plans in the event of labor disputes. 

Teamsters Joint Council 7 supported a similar commuter shuttle permit program which was 

passed by San Francisco’s Municipal Transportation Agency in 2015. 

“We can’t do our jobs effectively without clear guidelines. Right now, there’s confusion 

between the buses the VTA operates and the tech shuttle buses that we drive. This policy will 

help me as a driver to know the rules, like where I’m supposed to stop my bus and for how 

long. I’m pleased that we are now going to have clarity,” said Rosie Silva, a member of 

Teamsters Local 853. 

“The service disruption plan is important for VTA bus drivers and passengers as we will be in 

contract negotiations with three shuttle bus providers serving most of the major high tech 

companies in 2018,” said Rome Aloise, President of Teamsters Joint Council 7. “Some 

companies like Google continue to contract with nonunion companies. Google’s problems 

shouldn’t become VTA’s problems.” 

Santa Clara is the fastest growing county in California, with a projected 2 million residents by 

2030. Google announced plans this year to build a new campus in San Jose that will employ 

more than 15,000 workers. 

More than 1,000 tech commuter shuttle drivers have joined the Teamsters since 2015 at 

Facebook, Apple, Yahoo and more than a dozen other tech companies. The union has 

negotiated industry-leading contracts for organized tech industry workers. 

The Teamsters Union is part of a growing movement of labor, faith and community-based 

organizations and workers challenging income inequality in Silicon Valley through an innovative 

https://teamster.org/node/105817
https://teamster.org/node/105817


partnership called Silicon Valley Rising. For more information, 

visit: http://siliconvalleyrising.org. 

For more information on tech worker organizing with the Teamsters, 

visit: http://teamster.org/tech-drivers-deserve-union. 

Founded in 1903, the International Brotherhood of Teamsters represents 1.4 million 

hardworking men and women in the United States and Canada. Visit www.teamster.org for 

more information. Follow us on Twitter @Teamsters and “like” us on Facebook 

at www.facebook.com/teamsters.  
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Council approves pared-down sustainability plan (Palo Alto Weekly) 

With a goal of cutting greenhouse gases by 80 percent by 2030, Palo Alto prioritizes carbon 

reduction, water protection 

Trying for a leaner, meaner approach to its sustainability goals, the Palo Alto City Council 

approved a four-pronged revision to its 2018-2020 Sustainability Implementation Plan on 

Monday night, which will initially focus on reducing carbon dioxide and protecting potable 

water sources. 

By a vote of 8-0, with City Councilman Adrian Fine absent, the council adopted the revision and 

also directed staff to return in early 2018 with a discussion on fossil-fuel divestment. 

The city's overall goal, which the council unanimously approved in April 2016, is to reduce 

greenhouse gases by 80 percent from 1990 levels by 2030. The 2018-2020 plan presented 

Monday came out of a more detailed plan that city staff had presented on June 5, which 

included more than 40 new programs and policies. 

Staff estimated the narrower focus on four actionable areas -- energy, mobility, electric vehicles 

and water -- could enable the city to reduce greenhouse gases to about 40 percent below the 

1990 base year by 2020 and by about 54 percent if natural gas offsets are included. The city's 

goal far exceeds California's reduction goals of 40 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050, 

staff noted. 

About 66 percent of greenhouse-gas emissions in the city are from transportation, Palo Alto's 

Chief Transportation Official Joshuah Mello said. Targeting that area of pollution, the pared-

down sustainability plan would reduce the number of people driving solo in the city by 

providing incentives to change behavior, would build out the city's bicycle network and increase 

pedestrian and bicycle safety. The staff plans to bring bike-share regulations forward early next 

year and to expand its shuttle programs, he said. Staff would also start tracking public-transit 

ridership and the rate that employers participate in alternative-transportation programs. 

http://siliconvalleyrising.org/
http://teamster.org/tech-drivers-deserve-union
http://www.teamster.org/
http://www.facebook.com/teamsters
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/12/12/council-approves-pared-down-sustainability-plan


The city would also try to increase people's purchase and use of electric vehicles. In 2015, more 

than 15 percent all vehicles bought in Palo Alto were electric vehicles, staff noted, adding that 

4,000-6,000 electric vehicles will be purchased in the city by 2020. To support the shift, the city 

will have to figure out how to accommodate those changes. Staff will focus on expanding its 

electric-vehicle charging stations on public property and in private spaces. The need is already 

being addressed through additional charging stations and solar panels in public parking 

structures this year, for example. 

But the city must also look at costs associated with building that infrastructure; leveraging 

private sources for expanding the network could also be part of the strategy. Staff recently 

became aware of a program by the private sector to approach multifamily property owners 

about adding electric-vehicle charging stations, for example. 

Mayor Greg Scharff said that forcing multifamily housing complexes to install charging stations 

would allow residents to plug in their electric vehicles at home overnight -- a key incentive. 

Staff said they would look at ways to encourage the addition of electric-vehicle stations when 

buildings are upgraded. 

Staff said that emissions from natural gas represent about 25 percent of the city's remaining 

carbon footprint. The plan focuses on improving energy efficiency in new and existing buildings, 

for example through mandatory energy efficiency and pilot programs for efficient appliances. It 

would encourage building owners to convert from natural gas to electric equipment and 

continue the city's own power conversation from natural gas sources to electricity. Staff said a 

goal is to complete construction of a replacement facility for sludge incinerators, which 

consumes the most energy of all city facilities. 

Multiple members of the public implored the council members to divest the city from fossil 

fuels. Councilman Cory Wolbach moved to pass the pared-down sustainability plan, but said the 

council should direct staff to prepare for discussion of divestment from fossil fuels early next 

year. 

"It is time to move that conversation forward," he said, adding that he wanted staff to identify a 

timeline for that divestment. 

More than a dozen public speakers also asked the council to legislate an end to groundwater 

pumping. In its list of water-conservation goals, staff identified protecting groundwater in 

creeks and the San Francisco Bay, but it did not specify ending groundwater pumping in its list 

of "key actions." Instead, staffed focused on developing programs and ordinances related to 

water efficiency and use of grey water, stormwater and recycled water and on finding ways to 

capture stormwater and restore it to the natural ecosystem. 

In presenting the slimmed-down implementation plan as directed by the council, city staff is not 

dropping the remaining areas in the previous iteration of the sustainability implementation 

plan: zero waste; municipal operations; climate adaptation and sea level rise; regeneration and 

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/07/23/new-charging-stations-on-the-way-for-four-palo-alto-garages
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2016/03/29/palo-alto-moves-ahead-with-sludge-facility
https://paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/02/28/new-rules-on-the-way-for-groundwater-pumping
https://paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/02/28/new-rules-on-the-way-for-groundwater-pumping


natural environment; financing strategies; community behavior, culture and innovation. Those 

would be included in future plans, staff said. 

In the presentation, staff asked the council to accept the revised plan now with the 

understanding that if future funding requests are not approved some of the actions won't be 

undertaken. The overall sustainability plan's progress will be evaluated every three years 

beginning in 2020. 
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For new bike boulevard, it's not smooth sailing (Palo Alto Weekly) 

The city of Palo Alto's effort to turn a south Palo Alto street into a bicycle-friendly boulevard is 

encountering a chorus of complaints from residents who say that the changes are making the 

road more dangerous. 

The first phase of the $8.6 million Neighborhood Traffic Safety and Bicycle Boulevard Project 

commenced this fall and is ongoing. City contractors are adding speed humps, traffic islands, 

curb extensions and other modifications designed to slow speeders along Ross Road, a major 

route to local schools. The project involves 7.1 miles of local streets, including Ross, Moreno 

Avenue, Amarillo Avenue, Louis Road, Montrose Avenue and Bryant Street. In addition to the 

street fixtures, the plan calls for 11 roundabouts, three raised crosswalks, five raised 

intersections and the reconfiguration of four intersections. 

Todd Koumrian, a resident of Stelling Drive, walked the area on a recent afternoon, pointing to 

four traffic islands at the intersection of Ross and Loma Verde Avenue that he said now force 

cars into the existing bike lanes, which in turn push bicyclists off the road. 

"Cars making a left onto Ross now have a very narrow spot to turn. It's a danger zone," he said. 

Speed humps flanked by concrete landscape boxes that extend out into the street have 

narrowed the road into pinch points. Koumrian said he has seen drivers speed up to get 

through the narrowed space with the intent of passing bicyclists. 

Palo Verde neighborhood resident Maryann Hinden, an occasional bicyclist, said she's 

continually looking over her shoulder now for approaching cars, especially as she cycles through 

the narrow spots. 

As a car driver, Hinden said she also finds the new configurations "pretty aggravating." The bike 

lane, when permanently marked, will be in the middle of lane, and cars and bikes will be 

expected to share the road. 

"All I can see is a recipe for drivers getting frustrated and having road rage," she said. 

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/12/08/for-new-bike-boulevard-its-not-smooth-sailing


Annette Glanckopf, co-chair of the Midtown Residents Association, said in an email that she 

had a near miss this week on the newly configured road. 

"I drove it the other night and almost hit a biker. Two cars can barely pass each other; I do not 

know how two cars and a biker can pass. It is an accident waiting to happen. Although 

something is technically feasible and seems very logical, it doesn't take into consideration 

human behavior," she wrote. 

But Palo Verde resident Mark Pietrofesa said he approves of the project, which will slow down 

drivers. He cycles about 10,000 miles annually and has a 10-year-old who rides a bike to school. 

"Traffic has gotten worse around here," he said, noting that every day he gets "buzzed" by 

drivers who get too close while he rides in dedicated bike lanes. 

He expects traffic on Ross will lessen because the more aggressive drivers will take another 

route, just as many have to avoid Bryant, which was the city's first bicycle boulevard. 

"I don't think it can hurt the cycling or the driving communities. We just need for everyone to 

be patient," he said. 

Regarding his neighbors' concerns about the new configuration, Pietrofesa believes that putting 

the bike lane in the middle of the road might force drivers to go a little slower. It also makes 

bicyclists more visible. Kids will be better off because drivers will be able to see them, he said. 

Also, cyclists won't have to swerve around parked cars and into the road. 

The center bike lane will eliminate another problem: drivers passing cyclists and making right 

turns in front of them, imperiling the riders who end up in the drivers' blind spots, he added. 

But Sunita Verma, who lives on Ross Road, has concerns. She's observed that bicyclists and 

drivers do not know what to do, especially when they come upon a narrowed roadway. She's 

seen cars force students from Palo Verde Elementary and Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle schools 

to stop at the new concrete curb extensions and wait for the cars to go through, she said. 

"I wish they had just put a bike lane in. There's no space. Kids have to go on the sidewalk or in 

the middle of the road," she said. 

City Senior Transportation Planner Chris Corrao defended the project in an interview with the 

Weekly. He maintained the project will be much safer once it's completed and the road 

markings are in place. The narrower lanes are still legally wide enough for two cars to go 

through — at least 10 feet — and double-yellow markings will mark the road's center. 

The combination of speed humps and curb extensions, which will be installed throughout the 

length of Ross Road, have been shown to be the most effective method for slowing traffic, he 

said. 



City staff is working on a campaign for the schools on how to safely use traffic circles and the 

other street structures. They also are developing a user's guide for residents regarding the new 

corridor. A FAQ will be posted on the project website at cityofpaloalto.org/bikepedsafety. 

The road project has lit up the Palo Verde neighborhood, whose residents have posted more 

than 200 comments ranging from dismay to approval on the website Nextdoor.com. Residents 

also claimed they didn't receive notification from the city about the project, which led to 

surprise when the street fixtures started to appear. 

Ross Road resident Alison Cormack said neighbors got only a postcard about a workshop in 

March 2016, a notification of a pre-construction meeting in January and a door hanger this fall 

as construction began with pictures of what was happening. 

"I'm not a traffic engineer or a bicycle commuter. When I heard 'bike boulevard,' I thought bike 

lanes, like Louis Road. When I heard 'traffic calming,' I thought speed bumps, like the rest of 

Ross Road," she said. 

The planning department should have mailed a FAQ "in plain English, not traffic jargon" and a 

document with a map on one side with pictures on the other. 

"The city requires other projects to provide physical visual notice before final approval — cell 

towers, home additions, construction, etc. But this significant change to our street did not do 

that," she said. 

The project might turn out well, she added, "but I promise you that if you aren't a traffic 

engineer or a bicycle commuter, it doesn't look that way when it shows up unannounced in 

front of your house." 

Penny Ellson, a Greenmeadow resident who bikes and drives on Ross and has been a leader in 

creating safe bicycle routes to schools, supports taking a wait-and-see perspective until the 

work is completed. The project's effectiveness can't be fairly assessed by conflicts created in 

part by ongoing construction, she said. 

She also implored for people not to divide into "us" and "them" camps of motorists and 

bicyclists but to work together and see the project as a benefit for all users. 

The greatest danger to pedestrians, bicyclists and motorists is speed, she said, and this project 

addresses that. A pedestrian struck by a vehicle at 35 mph has a 68 percent chance of survival; 

at 25 mph, the survival rate is 85 percent, according to the California State Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Plan. 

Corrao said that city staff has heard "loud and clear" residents' concerns about the lack of 

outreach about the project. The city did hold multiple bike-along events, conduct outreach at a 

farmers market and hold four rounds of community meetings regarding the city's planned bike 

and pedestrian boulevards (not specifically for Ross Road, though it was included) between 

2014 and 2016. Staff held a public meeting regarding the final Ross Road draft concept plans at 

http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/news/displaynews.asp?newsid=3736&targetid=87


Ohlone Elementary School on March 29, 2016, and 61 people attended. The City Council 

approved the plans in May 2016, and the contract was awardedby the council on June 27. 

Assistant City Manager Ed Shikada said in an email that the public can contact the construction 

contractor's public-information officer through the project website. The city is now making sure 

that person contacts residents living near soon-to-be-added fixtures prior to the construction. 

The city is also asking the contractor to add project information signs earlier as construction 

proceeds. 

For future projects, Shikada said, city staff and consultants will do more door-to-door outreach 

during the concept-planning stage, in addition to posting public notices and holding workshops. 

The outreach will include posting signs along the route and making direct contact with residents 

who live adjacent to proposed traffic features prior to project approval. 
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Person killed by Caltrain in Gilroy (Mercury News) 

A southbound commuter train hit and killed a person Monday night in Gilroy. 

The fatality — the ninth of the year for Caltrain — occurred just before 5:30 p.m. on the Union 

Pacific railroad tracks about two miles north of the Gilroy station, said Caltrain spokeswoman 

Tasha Bartholomew. 

Reading this on your phone? Stay up to date with our free mobile app. Get it from theApple app 

store or the Google Play store. 

She said authorities are investigating the death, but early reports indicate that the person may 

have acted intentionally. It will fall on the Santa Clara County Medical Examiner-Coroner’s 

Office to identify the person and determine their final cause of death. 

“No matter what the circumstances, it is always regrettable when a life is lost. Caltrain reminds 

everyone to be safe around train tracks,” Bartholomew said. “Caltrain also would like to thank 

our passengers for their patience as we deal with these sad incidents.” 

Caltrain No. 156 was carrying 102 passengers when the fatality occurred. They were transferred 

to Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority buses. Buses also were used to move passengers 

of other affected trains between the San Martin and Gilroy stations. 
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Trump meets with Chao, Shuster to discuss infrastructure plan (Progressive Railroading) 

President Donald Trump yesterday met with U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao and 

House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman Bill Shuster (R-Pa.) to discuss the 

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/06/28/new-bike-boulevards-approved-in-palo-alto
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/12/11/person-fatally-struck-by-caltrain-in-gilroy/
http://bayareane.ws/mercappleapp
http://bayareane.ws/mercappleapp
http://bit.ly/googleplaymercapp
http://www.progressiverailroading.com/federal_legislation_regulation/news/Trump-meets-with-Chao-Shuster-to-discuss-infrastructure-plan--53466?email=stacey.hendlerross@vta.org&utm_medium=email&utm_source=prdailynews&utm_campaign=prdailynews12/12/2017


administration's potential infrastructure proposal, according to The Hill. 

 

Both Chao and Shuster are expected to be key players in the president's plan to bolster the 

nation's infrastructure. The administration has proposed using $200 billion in federal "seed 

money," as well as permit and regulatory reform, to leverage $1 trillion worth of infrastructure. 

 

Trump indicated last month that his administration would begin focusing on the infrastructure 

proposal after Congress addresses tax reform.  

 

"Today's meeting with the president was a very positive step forward as we begin to work 

towards improving America's infrastructure," Shuster said in a statement, reported by The 

Hill."We had a good, productive discussion, and I look forward to working with the president, 

the administration, and my congressional colleagues as we move into the new year to identify 

specific proposals and priorities." 
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VTA Daily News Coverage for Wednesday, December 13, 2017 

1. Multiple Broadcast reports on Light Rail Fatality 

2. San Jose: Light-rail train fatally strikes man near airport (Mercury news) 

3. Pedestrian Struck, Killed By VTA Train In San Jose (Milpitas Patch) 

4. Roadshow: More Interstate 680 widening on tap (Mercury News) 

5. Gas tax fuels 2018 political fight (Capitol Weekly) 

6. California is Moving Closer to Charging for Every Mile You Drive (The Epoch Times) 

7. California's cap-and-trade climate program could generate more than $8 billion by 

2027, report says 

Multiple Broadcast reports on Light Rail Fatality  

KTVU Ch. 2  

KTVU Ch. 2 morning update 

ABC 7 

ABC 7 update 

KPIX Ch. 5 

Telemundo. Ch. 48 
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San Jose: Light-rail train fatally strikes man near airport (Mercury news) 

A man died Tuesday night after being struck by a light-rail train near Mineta San Jose 

International Airport, authorities said. 

http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTkwOTU4OTEmTURTZWVkPTkxNDAmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
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http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/12/12/san-jose-light-rail-train-fatally-strikes-man-near-airport/


The northbound Santa Teresa-to-Alum Rock train hit the man at 5:45 p.m. at North First and 

East Rosemary streets, Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority spokeswoman Linh Hoang 

said. 

The man was declared dead at the scene. 

The Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Office is investigating the fatality. Additional details, including 

the identity of the man and how he came to be on the tracks, were not immediately available. 
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Pedestrian Struck, Killed By VTA Train In San Jose (Milpitas Patch) 

The accident during the Tuesday evening commute disrupted service until midnight. 

A pedestrian was killed when he was struck by a light rail train Tuesday evening in San Jose, 

according to a Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority spokeswoman. 

At 5:47 p.m., the male pedestrian was struck by a northbound light rail train near the 

intersection of North First and Rosemary streets, VTA spokeswoman Brandi Childress said. 

The train that struck the pedestrian was shut down and about 100 passengers were removed 

and transferred onto another train. 

Train service was impacted until almost midnight while Santa Clara County sheriff's officials 

investigated the scene. No one else was injured, Childress said.  Further details were not 

immediately available. 
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Roadshow: More Interstate 680 widening on tap (Mercury News) 

 Last week an arborist company removed all the landscaping (trees, bushes, etc.) from the east 

side of South Main next to Interstate 680 in Walnut Creek, almost to Rudgear Road. 

Are they getting ready to widen the freeway here? 

It is at the point where the carpool lane begins, and traffic always backs up here because of all 

the merging. 

This is a difficult place for me because it is my exit home. Driving south on I-680 I have to cross 

all the Highway 24 and Olympic Boulevard merging lanes in less than a mile to get off. Many 

merging cars will pass me on the right or hog those lanes despite it being an exit-only lane and 

my signaling. Then they merge left at the last minute because of the congestion. Patience does 

help. 

https://patch.com/california/milpitas/pedestrian-struck-killed-vta-train-san-jose?utm_source=article-mostrecent&utm_medium=rss&utm_term=police%20%26%20fire&utm_campaign=recirc&utm_content=normal
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/12/13/roadshow-more-interstate-680-widening-on-tap/


Fran McNamee 

Concord 

A: Yes. This is prepping work to extend the carpool and express lanes on I-680 between Walnut 

Creek and the Benicia Bridge, with construction starting in the southbound direction. Later they 

will do the northbound side. 

Q: We heard that there will be a BART fare increase Jan. 1 and that BART will also add a 50-cent 

surcharge on existing paper tickets that we have already purchased. My wife and I have 

enjoyed and supported BART for the last 40 years but have a problem with this surcharge. 

We have several hundred dollars in paper tickets and we each have senior Clipper Cards. How 

can we transfer our paper tickets to our Clipper Cards before Jan. 1? 

Jim Spinello 

Alamo 

A: You can’t, but all hope is not lost. Riders can get refunds for paper tickets by mailing them in, 

taking them to a station agent or clicking onto bart.gov/tickets/sales/refunds. 

This surcharge is to encourage more riders to move to Clipper. Paper tickets jam fare gates 

when they get worn and tattered which increases maintenance costs. 

Q: We were sad to read that toll booth worker Si Si Han was struck and killed by an alleged 

drunk driver on Dec. 2 when a box truck crashed into her booth where she was working on the 

Bay Bridge. In our 35 years here, we hadn’t heard of one toll collector losing their life. Was she 

the first? 

Tony and Barbara Sandoval 

Pleasant Hill 

A: No. In 2009 Deborah Ross, a toll collector on the Richmond bridge, was shot to death by a 

former boyfriend as she sat in her booth. 

Since 1921, 188 Caltrans workers have died on the job, mostly along freeways by speeders and 

drunks. 
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Gas tax fuels 2018 political fight (Capitol Weekly) 

California’s new gas tax hike to fund billions of dollars’ worth of overdue road repairs has only 

been in effect for a little over a month but Republicans are already trying to overturn it. 

http://capitolweekly.net/gas-tax-fuels-political-fight/


On Nov. 1, Senate Bill 1, signed by Democratic Gov. Jerry Brown in the spring after a fierce 

political battle, increased the excise tax on gas by 12 cents a gallon and the excise tax on diesel 

fuel by 20 cents a gallon. 

“If we don’t undertake fixing our system now, it will get increasingly worse at an exponential 

rate.” — Roger Dickinson 

The bill, part of a package, also adds a new annual vehicle registration fee of $25-$175 

depending on the value of the car beginning Jan. 1. The legislation, backed by Democrats and 

opposed by most Republicans, will raise about $5.2 billion annually for road and bridge repairs, 

and expanded mass transit. 

“Safe and smooth roads make California a better place to live and strengthen our economy,” 

Brown noted when he signed the legislation. “This legislation will put thousands of people to 

work.” 

Roger Dickinson, executive director of Transportation California, a nonpartisan coalition of 

business and labor interests, said that if the gas tax hike is repealed, Californians won’t like the 

results. “If we don’t undertake fixing our system now, it will get increasingly worse at an 

exponential rate,” said Dickinson, a former Sacramento County supervisor and state legislator. 

Reform California, a Republican-led group with a mission to fight wasteful spending in state and 

local government, has launched a drive to get an initiative on the November 2018 ballot to 

overturn the tax hike.  The initiative would also require that future tax hikes be approved by 

voters. The measure needs 587,407 signatures from registered voters to qualify for the ballot. 

“Sacramento politicians have seized on every opportunity to divert gas tax revenues from their 

intended purpose, fixing roads.” — Jon Coupal 

Republican Carl DeMaio, chairman of Reform California and a former San Diego City 

Councilman, argues that the state already has enough money to fix the roads and that 

politicians will just use the money on other causes like parkland acquisition and mass transit. 

“The money has been stolen time and time again,” he said. “The only people who like the gas 

tax are politicians,” he said. 

The repeal is backed by the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association, which was spawned by the 

landmark, property-tax-cutting Proposition 13 of 1978. 

Jon Coupal, the group’s president, said in a written statement that “Sacramento politicians have 

seized on every opportunity to divert gas tax revenues from their intended purpose, fixing 

roads. As the roads predictably deteriorate, they plead poverty and justify digging deeper into 

taxpayers’ pockets.” 

Democrats argue say the tax hike is necessary to address the $59 billion in deferred 

maintenance on California state highways. They also pointed out that this is the first time the 



state has increased the gas tax in 23 years and that the state’s population has grown by 8 

million during that time with millions more cars and trucks on the roads. 

 Californians are now spending an average of $762 a year on repairs from road-related damage. 

The bill “will not only repair our highways and roads, but will also address the over 500 bridges 

in California currently requiring major repair, including the nearly 400 that are considered 

structurally deficient.  This will drive our economy, create jobs, while decreasing traffic delays 

and providing for a smoother commute,” Robbie Hunter, head of the State Building and 

Construction Trades Council, said earlier in a written statement. 

The state’s battered roads sunk to a whole new level of disrepair last winter during heavy 

storms, and Dickinson says the tax hike is necessary. 

“It’s not just worthwhile, it’s essential if we’re going to be able to move people and goods 

through our communities and through the state of California,” he said. 

Californians are now spending an average of $762 a year on repairs from road-related damage, 

he added. 

“Transportation is a basic need to live and work and raise a family.” — Ted Gaines 

As to the concern about the money going to non-road-related repairs, Dickinson said two-thirds 

of the money from the bill is directly going to road repairs and all of it is for transportation. He 

defended the bill’s $750 million allocation to mass transit, saying that a lot of people in the 

state rely on it and that older vehicles need to be replaced. 

He also noted that the legislation contains a $5 million investment in workforce training. 

“Right now we’re facing a shortage of skilled and trained workers to do the actual work on the 

street,” he said, adding that there is an emphasis on bringing minorities into the construction 

workforce. 

Republican Sen. Ted Gaines of El Dorado Hills isn’t buying it. 

“Apparently, we’re in a legislative contest to see how expensive we can make staple goods and 

how unlivable we can make this state for the poor and middle class,” he said. “We aren’t taxing 

champagne and caviar. Transportation is a basic need to live and work and raise a family.” 

Back to Top 

 

California is Moving Closer to Charging for Every Mile You Drive (The Epoch 

Times) 

Californian lawmakers are considering ways to charge drivers based on how many miles 

traveled rather than how much gas used. 

https://www.theepochtimes.com/california-is-moving-closer-to-charging-for-every-mile-you-drive_2385562.html


The reason for studying the per-mile tax is because the gas tax is not generating enough 

revenue to fix all the 50,000 miles of roads in California, according to the state. 

However, according to State Senator Scott Wiener, it is not only an issue of revenue but also 

due to a question of fairness. 

Currently, Californian drivers who have older cars that are fueled by gas are paying a gas tax to 

maintain the roads. Drivers who have fuel-efficient cars reportedly pay less, reported CBS. 

“If you own an older vehicle that is fueled by gas, you’re paying gas tax to maintain the roads. 

Someone who has an electric vehicle or a dramatically more fuel-efficient vehicle is paying 

much less than you are. But they are still using the roads,” Wiener told the news station. 

A power cable from a vehicle charging station is seen plugged into the side of a Toyota Prius 

plug-in hybrid August 25, 2010 in San Francisco, California. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images) 

According to Wiener, people are going to use “less and less gas in the long run.” As a result, the 

state is anticipating less and less revenue will be available for repairing highways and local 

roads. 

“We want to make sure that all cars are paying to maintain the roads,” Wiener said. 

In an effort to find a funding solution, California recently tested a mileage monitoring plan—the 

California road charge pilot program. 

According to the program’s website, the nine-month pilot began in July 2016, with over 5,000 

participating vehicles statewide. 

The pilot program found 73 percent of participants felt a per mile tax was a fairer funding 

solution than the gas tax. 

The program tested different reporting methods while taking into consideration privacy and 

data. It tested manual options such as an odometer charge, where you pay for the number of 

miles traveled since the last odometer charge, and pre-payment options that were charged 

based on either a fixed number of miles or a fixed period of time. Automated options were also 

tested such as using a plug-in device in your vehicle, smartphone app, and in-vehicle telematics 

that report miles using technology integrated into vehicles. 

“The reality is that if you have a smartphone, your data of where you are traveling is already in 

existence,” Wiener told CBS. 

But the possibility of introducing a new tax to replace the gas tax is not sitting well with all 

drivers. 

Joshua Li, the owner of a hybrid BMW, told CBS he currently saves $200 a month by not using 

gas. He said he would not be happy if he was taxed per mile. 

http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2017/12/11/california-considers-mileage-tax/
http://www.dot.ca.gov/road_charge/resources/final-report/docs/highlights.pdf


Randy Rentschler of the Metropolitan Transportation Commission suggested alternatives to the 

per-mile tax like further increasing the gas tax and increasing the registration fee for electric 

cars, reported the news station. 

“If you buy a small car that gets great fuel economy, we don’t get enough money to repair the 

roads … but the fact of the matter is people are buying trucks,” Rentschler said. 

Jim Madaffer from the California Road Charge Technical Committee said if the per-mile tax does 

get implemented, the public won’t even notice it. 

“It is something that the public won’t even notice. Just like how they don’t notice the gas tax 

right now. The idea is it replaces the gas tax—the gas tax goes away and instead you pay for the 

miles you pay on public roads,” Madaffer told KPBS news. 
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California's cap-and-trade climate program could generate more than $8 billion 

by 2027, report says 

Although California’s cap-and-trade program was designed to combat climate change, a new 

analysis predicts it could also provide significant cash — as much as $8 billion in a decade’s time 

— for state and regional programs. 

The report issued Tuesday by the independent Legislative Analyst’s Office projects a wide range 

of revenue generated by the sale of permits for companies to emit greenhouse gases beyond a 

state-ordered emissions cap. The most recent auction of those emission permits brought in 

more than $800 million. 

The analysis warns that annual cap-and-trade revenue beyond 2020 is “highly uncertain,” and 

offers a possible range from $2 billion in 2018 to almost $7 billion in 2030 — the final year of 

the program under legislation Gov. Jerry Brown signed in July. 

The estimate of $8.3 billion in 2027 is the high-water mark for any year in the report. 

Researchers cite a number of factors that make a specific prediction impossible, including 

future technology that allows industries to cut greenhouse gas emissions easily and thus pass 

on purchasing emission allowances. 

“While it is clear that there will be additional revenues to the state beyond 2020, the amount 

that will be generated annually is highly uncertain,” the report reads. 

Money collected from the sale of pollution permits is required to be spent on programs 

combating climate change. A portion of the money also is earmarked for the state’s high-speed 

rail program. 

http://www.latimes.com/politics/essential/la-pol-ca-essential-politics-updates-california-s-cap-and-trade-climate-1513116841-htmlstory.html
http://www.latimes.com/politics/essential/la-pol-ca-essential-politics-updates-california-s-cap-and-trade-climate-1513116841-htmlstory.html
http://www.latimes.com/politics/essential/la-pol-ca-essential-politics-updates-california-s-most-recent-cap-and-trade-1511297193-htmlstory.html
http://www.latimes.com/politics/essential/la-pol-ca-essential-politics-updates-california-s-most-recent-cap-and-trade-1511297193-htmlstory.html
http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-pol-ca-jerry-brown-climate-change-law-20170725-story.html


The report urges lawmakers to provide oversight for future decisions made by the California Air 

Resources Board, the agency that has taken the lead on climate change efforts. In particular, 

the analysts warn that allowing businesses to stockpile too many permits — ones bought at 

current low prices — could lead to excessive greenhouse gas emissions in future years, 

potentially even causing the state to miss its annual benchmark as soon as 2024. 
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VTA Daily News Coverage for Thursday, December 14, 2017 

1. Fare Policy Outreach (2 stories) 

2. Milpitas: Council to review appeal over religious assembly 

3. Amid community concerns, Google seeks the key to unlocking land at Diridon 

 

Fare Policy Outreach 

KCBS link to audio 

NBC Bay Area link to video 
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Milpitas: Council to review appeal over religious assembly 

The Milpitas City Council on Tuesday will review an appeal intended to prevent a Muslim faith 

organization’s relocation from its site of nearly 30 years near the Great Mall to a part of town 

zoned for industrial uses that include high-tech. 

The council’s review follows the planning commission’s Oct. 25 approval of the Ismaili Cultural 

Center’s conditional use permit to operate as an assembly inside an industrial building with 

shared parking at 691 S. Milpitas Blvd., east of Gibraltar Drive. 

Before that vote, Eric Clapp, a vice president with El Segundo-based CTC Property LLC, objected 

to the move. His firm redeveloped the campus of the now defunct medical equipment supplier 

Lifescan, which closed on the 1000 block of South Milpitas Boulevard a few years ago. 

http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTkxMDIxNTEmTURTZWVkPTg5MDcmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTkxMDIxNjMmTURTZWVkPTQxODYmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/12/14/milpitas-council-to-review-appeal-over-religious-assembly/


Clapp said his firm invested more than $10 million for a future high-tech campus at the former 

Lifescan property to “try to bring a world-class employer into your city.” 

That may not be possible with a religious facility next door, he added. 

“There is a concern that when you allow an assembly use into an area like this that it can drive 

away some companies,” Clapp told planners, adding that a future chip manufacturer — where 

hazardous materials may be used — is considering a move into the former Lifescan site. “And 

it’s important for us really to think about those things now…I hope that (Ismaili) can find a place 

in Milpitas, but I’m concerned that there’s a risk with that.” 

In an appeal of the planning commission’s decision filed on Nov. 6, CTC Property’s states it is 

“strongly opposed to allowing religious uses in the industrial areas of Milpitas; and especially in 

close proximity to the newly to be opened BART Station. 

“Adding such an incompatible use will change the perception of the area in the minds of 

potential tenants and users. We do not believe this is a proper interpretation of the general 

plan,” the company’s appeal reads. 

CTC Property further asserts that “Milpitas has already lost a very significant amount of its 

industrial uses to residential conversions surrounding the new BART Station and Great 

Mall….the General Plan states that it should ‘Maintain and expand the total amount of land 

with industrial designations that would allow non-industrial, employment uses within 

industrially designated areas.’ The allowance of the approved assembly use contradicts with the 

General Plan.” 

City staff reports state that in April, His Highness, the Aga Khan Shia of Imami Ismaili Council for 

the Western USA, submitted an application seeking approval of 9,667 square feet of ground-

floor space in an existing 104,000-square-foot industrial building for a religious, educational and 

cultural center, or Jamatkhana, on a parcel totaling 6.36 acres. 

Located in a heavy industrial zoning district, the two-level building was constructed in 1998. Its 

current tenants include Quantros Inc., Sagent Management Corp. and Esgyn Corp. The space 

the group wishes to occupy is vacant, reports state. 

The Milpitas Ismaili Jamatkhana currently meets in a tenant space at the Centre Pointe Business 

Park at 224 Great Mall Parkway. But because of a forthcoming residential development near 

the Great Mall and the future Milpitas BART Station, the group needs to vacate that address by 

2019. 

The planning commission’s approval of the Ismaili Cultural Center’s relocation came in the wake 

of the City Council’s decision in February to allow the Al Hilaal Mosque and Community Center 

to relocate its mosque from a Dempsey Road strip mall to an area mainly zoned for industrial 

uses, at 372-374 Turquoise St., about a half mile away from the Ismaili site. 



The council meeting is scheduled to begin at 7 p.m. on Dec. 19 inside city hall’s Council 

Chambers, 455 E. Calaveras Blvd. 

Back to Top 

Amid community concerns, Google seeks the key to unlocking land at Diridon 

Six months after announcing that Google was looking to the west side of San Jose's downtown 

for a new multimillion-square-foot tech campus, approval of the would-be mixed-use 

development is in limbo because of 16 publicly owned parcels near Diridon Station. 

Parking lots and overgrown parcels make up most of the land, which has been slated for 

redevelopment for years. But aligning more than a dozen stakeholders that must sign off on fair 

purchase prices has complicated and delayed a deal, leaving community groups wondering 

when it’s their turn to be heard. 

Google, which wants to create a campus where 20,000 people will work, continues to widen its 

reach, buying up more of the privately owned land, commercial buildings and homes in the 

240-acre Diridon Station area. 

Since December 2016, Google and development partner Trammell Crow have purchased or 

agreed to acquire more than 20 parcels in San Jose for a combined $160.5 million. Those 

agreements mean the tech giant and Dallas, Texas-based Trammell Crow have staked a claim to 

nearly 17 acres, or about 265,000 square feet, of the Diridon Station area. 

What's left are 16 parcels that cover 21.4 acres. Of those, seven belong to the city of San Jose. 

The remaining nine are controlled by SARA — the multi-government group formerly known as 

the Successor Agency to the Redevelopment Agency, which was created when Gov. Jerry 

Brown shut down redevelopment agencies across California five years ago. 

Initially, the agencies and Google had been expected to reach an agreement on price by now 

and the city had been scheduled to release a community engagement plan nearly two months 

ago. But in October, city officials said the deal was far behind schedule and shifted the timeline 

into the future by at least 60 days.  

The delay hasn't set well with community groups like Silicon Valley Rising, which is increasingly 

at odds with the city over who should be in involved in the earliest stages of negotiations. The 

organization — a coordinated campaign by Working Partnerships USA, South Bay AFL-CIO Labor 

Council and other housing and social advocacy groups — has blasted the city for not starting 

community meetings yet. It has also held three gatherings of its own, criticizing Google 

representatives for not being present, though they were invited. 

The not-so-sweet 16 

The seven-person SARA oversight board, and multiple other groups representing more than a 

dozen agencies and interests, appear to be the biggest holdup: "If this was just the city and 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/12/14/google-san-jose-diridon-campus-timeline-land-buys.html
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/google/100651/
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Jerry%20Brown
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Jerry%20Brown
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/working-partnerships-usa/4353684/


Google, I think we’d be moving on at this point, but there are a lot of cats to herd," San Jose 

Mayor Sam Liccardo said in an interview with the Business Journal in September.  

Those interests and agencies include representatives from the city, county, the Santa Clara 

Valley Water District, California Community Colleges and the Santa Clara County Office of 

Education and various school districts.  

“Given the complexities of determining the sale price with multiple agency owners and 

appraisers, the multiyear land sale and development approval process is still in the first task box 

on the … schedule,” San Jose Deputy City Manager Kim Walesh wrote in an Oct. 19 memo that 

announced the delay.  

But Richard Keit, SARA executive director, says the delay was not wholly unexpected, 

considering the number of people involved in the nine parcels owned by the agency. 

"It is more complicated [for SARA], and they are looking out for their interests, because the 

more money that comes into the agency, the more money they get eventually," Keit said in an 

interview this week, referring to the various groups that would sign off on a deal. "Obviously, 

Google wants to spend as little as possible, like anybody, and we want as much revenue as 

possible, but what is the fair market value of the piece? That's what it comes down to."  

Notably, the agency earlier this year also agreed to sell to Google one parcel at 551 W. Julian 

St., a property not part of the contentious 16. 

View larger map 

A community that wants to be heard 

What's frustrating Maria Noel Fernandez, campaign director for Silicon Valley Rising, is that it 

seems no one wants to listen to community concerns until after the land deal is done.  

“That has to be a conversation on the front end, not after the deal has been made, and not 

after things have already been set in stone," Fernandez said in an interview this month. 

But city officials and other downtown community groups say there is still no guarantee Google 

will plant the 6 million to 8 million square feet of office, retail and residential in Diridon. 

“We’ve got folks asking for an omelet and we don’t have any eggs yet,” said Scott Knies, 

executive director of the San Jose Downtown Association. “Let’s make sure we’ve got eggs and 

then we’ll see what sort of breakfast is going to be concocted. It’s going to be worth waiting 

for.” 

Even so, Fernandez says that she wants Google to hear the community’s biggest concerns in 

advance of making that agreement. Among them: rising rents pushing out existing residents, 

the quality of the 8,000 to 10,000 service jobs the group estimates would come with a new 

Google campus, and how the new development would affect local schools. 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Kim%20Walesh
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/maps/silicon-valley-crane-watch
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Maria%20Noel%20Fernandez
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Scott%20Knies
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/sjdt/210615/


Liccardo told the Business Journal earlier this year that he expects Google to tackle many of 

Fernandez's concerns. But he has also repeatedly reigned in expectations. 

“It is important for us to keep in mind that we’re not the only city where Google could go, and 

these problems all existed before Google ever got here,” San Jose's mayor said. “These are 

challenges we all are tasked with fixing ... but Google didn’t cause them and Google is not 

suddenly going to fix them.” 
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VTA Daily News Coverage for Friday, December 15, 2017 

1. 2nd Light Rail-Ped Accident TV coverage 

2. San Jose: Pedestrian killed in collision with light-rail train 

3. VTA board green-lights commuter shuttle program in South Bay (Mercury News) 

 

2nd Light Rail-Ped Accident TV coverage 

Telemundo (Link to video) 

NBC Bay Area (Link to video)  
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San Jose: Pedestrian killed in collision with light-rail train (Mercury News) 

Fatality is the second this week involving Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

For the second time in as many days, a man was struck and killed by a light-rail train Thursday 

in San Jose, authorities said. 

The Alum Rock-bound train hit the man shortly before 5:30 p.m. near North First Street and 

Component Drive, said Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority spokeswoman Linh Hoang. 

The man was rushed to a hospital, where he died of his injuries, said Sgt. Richard Glennon of 

the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Office. 

One of the train’s 25 or so passengers complained of chest pain and also was taken to a 

hospital, Hoang said. An update on that person’s condition was not immediately available. 

http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTkxMDY3NzEmTURTZWVkPTgzMTcmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTkxMDY1NTQmTURTZWVkPTI0MTgmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/12/14/san-jose-pedestrian-killed-in-collision-with-light-rail-train/


Buses were used to move passengers between stations, and regular service resumed at about 

6:15 p.m., Hoang said. 

On Tuesday, a 78-year-old man was hit and killed by a Santa Teresa-bound train at North First 

and East Rosemary streets, near Mineta San Jose International Airport. The Santa Clara County 

Medical Examiner-Coroner’s Office identified him as Dieu Vuong of San Jose. 

The sheriff’s office is investigating both collisions. 
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VTA board green-lights commuter shuttle program in South Bay (Mercury News) 

 

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority Policy Advisory Board agreed at its Dec. 7 

meeting to adopt a policy for a commuter shuttle program that would require the operators of 

private charter buses that ferry employees to and from the campuses of companies like Google, 

Apple and Facebook to adhere to a set of rules and regulations in order to access VTA bus 

stops. 

They’re not hard to spot on U.S. Highway 101, especially during commute hours, in shopping 

center parking lots and even in neighborhoods, but starting next summer, tech shuttle buses 

will likely start appearing at public bus stops around the South Bay as well. 

At least that’s the plan put forward by the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority Policy 

Advisory Board, which agreed at its Dec. 7 meeting to adopt a policy for a commuter shuttle 

program that would require the operators of private charter buses ferrying employees to and 

from the campuses of companies like Google, Apple and Facebook to adhere to a set of rules 

and regulations in order to access VTA bus stops. 

If all goes according to plan, VTA’s commuter shuttle program would follow on the heels of a 

similar one to the north adopted by the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, which 

allows commuter shuttles to use Muni bus stops to pick up riders, although the goal is to make 

theirs less “onerous,” said Howard Miller, a councilman in Saratoga who chairs the VTA policy 

advisory board. 

“The members of the board were excited to move forward with this, but we want to make sure 

that we meet two main goals: safety and a light-weight low-cost implementation plan that’s 

flexible, not overly burdensome,” Miller said. 

The VTA vote green-lights the process of figuring out which parameters to put in place for 

shuttle operators to follow when accessing VTA bus stops. While there’s no timeline, this work 

is expected to be completed by next summer, said Miller. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/12/12/san-jose-light-rail-train-fatally-strikes-man-near-airport/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/12/14/vta-board-green-lights-commuter-shuttle-program-in-south-bay/


It is estimated that up to 35,000 people board the buses daily. Miller said while he’s aware of 

the complaints about the buses from anti-gentrification groups, he sees the shuttles as a public 

good rather than a nuisance. 

“That’s 35,000 cars switched into buses,” he said. “That’s a huge impact on the roadways. 

That’s a lot of congestion removed from the roadways too.” 

Currently, tech shuttles primarily use residential neighborhoods and shopping centers to pick 

up employees. In Saratoga, for example, the shuttles make stops at the CVS parking lot on 

Saratoga-Sunnyvale Road and at West Valley College. But, according to the VTA, a lack of rules 

dictating pick-up and drop-off protocols has resulted in confusion for shuttle operators and VTA 

operators, inconsistent enforcement, conflicts with other transportation modes and public 

safety concerns. 

“Sometimes we have buses blocking each other where they shouldn’t be. Sometimes we have a 

corporate bus where they are not sure where to stage. So by getting them organized and into 

VTA facilities…the buses will be in better places,” said Miller. “It is my expectation that once we 

get this up and running the need for all these ad hoc lotions will be eliminated.” 

VTA currently owns, leases, operates and controls nearly 4,000 bus stops, 39 park and rides and 

24 transit centers throughout the county, which means nearly every city, with the exception of 

Monte Sereno and Los Altos Hills, will be impacted by the program. 

There will be a cost associated with participating in the program, albeit a low one, said Miller, 

and it’d be borne entirely by the tech corporations. 

“It is not going to cost the public anything,” he said. 
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From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 2:29 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: VTA Standing Committee Agenda Packets - December 2017 Meetings 
 

VTA Board of Directors: 
 

You may access your VTA Standing Committee Agenda Packet for the December 2017, Regular 

Meetings by clicking on the links below: 
 

 Congestion Management Program and Planning (CMPP) Committee – CMPP Packet 

 Administration and Finance (A&F) Committee – A&F Packet 
 

We would like to thank you for your support of VTA’s Sustainability Program and to “GO 

GREEN” by subscribing electronically to the packets. 

Thank you. 

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
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http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/cmpp_122117_packet.pdf
http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/af_122117_packet.pdf
mailto:board.secretary@vta.org

