
From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Monday, November 13, 2017 9:33 AM 

To: VTA Board of Directors; VTA Advisory Committee Members 

Subject: VTA Connections Newsletter - November 2017 

 

VTA Board of Directors and VTA Advisory Committee Members: 

Below is VTA’s newsletter for November 2017.  It can also be accessed using this link:  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAVTA/bulletins/1c34ce8 

Please share with your constituents. 

Thank you. 

             

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
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VTA Great Mall Light Rail Station, Milpitas - Photo credit: Sid Tripathi 

 

Dynamic Testing Begins on BART 

Silicon Valley Phase One 
IN THIS ISSUE  



 

VTA is getting one step closer to passenger service on the 

BART Silicon Valley Berryessa Extension (Phase I). 

Dynamic testing has begun along the 10-mile extension, 

where train movements will be tested from Fremont to San 

Jose. 

This is the third milestone in the sequence of events that 

VTA has identified to successfully provide safe and reliable 

BART service to Silicon Valley. It also marks the successful 

completion of the second milestone, static testing, which 

included all track, communications and signal testing along 

the trackway. 

Read more.                                                      Back to Top 
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Beginning January 1, 2018, VTA will implement its new fare 

structure and phase in elements of its New Transit Service. 

VTA’s new fare policy includes Youth Fares dropping from 

$1.75 to $1.00 per ride and Adult Fares changing from $2 to 

$2.25 per ride. 

 

With this new fare structure comes free transfers for two 

hours between all VTA vehicles for riders who purchase 

fares via electronic media (Clipper®).  

Read more.                                          Back to Top 

 

What’s Next for the Tamien Station 

Development Plan? 

please contact 

Customer 

Service 

408.321.2300 or 

Community 

Outreach 

408.321.7575. 

 

Visit www.vta.org 

Like us on 

Facebook 

Follow us on 

Twitter, Instagram, 

and YouTube  

 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

Monday, Nov. 13 

6pm 

SR 85 Guideway 

Study Community 

Meeting - 

Quinlan Community 

Center 

North Stelling Road, 

Cupertino 

Wednesday, Nov. 

15  

6 pm 

Tamien 

Development 

Community 

Meeting - 

San Jose Elks Lodge 

No. 522, 44 West 
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Development plans for the parking lot at VTA’s Tamien light 

rail station are moving forward, and there’s an upcoming 

chance for you to learn more about the plans.  

 

On Wednesday, November 15, VTA will hold a community 

meeting from 6 to 8 p.m. to introduce the development team, 

UrbanCo-Tamien LLC, and share next steps in building a 

residential community and parking for VTA and Caltrain 

customers. 

Read more.                                              Back to Top 

 

The Rebirth of St. James Park 

Alma Avenue, 

San José 

Thursday, Nov. 16 

-  

6 pm 

SR 85 Guideway 

Study Community 
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Southside  Communi

ty Ctr. 5585 Cottle 

Rd., San José  

 

BOARD UPDATE 

November 3, 2017  

VTA Board 

Actions: 

 Established 

the 

VTA/BART 

Ad Hoc 

Governance 

Negotiation 

Committee. 

 Approved the 

parking 

program for 

the new 

Transit 

Centers at 

Milpitas and 

Berryessa/N
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VTA is working with the City of San José Parks, Recreation 

& Neighborhood Services (PRNS) Department to imagine 

the future of St. James Park in Downtown San Jose. 

 

In fall of 2016, the City held a design competition to attract 

transformational design concepts for the park. The design 

jury selected CMG Landscape Architecture’s proposed park 

concept, and the City Council gave the go-ahead to the 

designers to continue developing their concept. 

Read more.                                                Back to Top 

 

SR 85 Transit Guideway Study 

Community Workshops 

orth 

San José. 

 Adopted the 

2016 

Measure B 

SR 85 

Corridor 

Program 

Category 

Guidelines. 

 For questions, 

please email    

  board.secretary@

vta.org 
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VTA has begun work on a new study that will evaluate 

potential transit improvements on State Route (SR) 85 

including light rail, bus rapid transit and other relevant 

technologies.  

 

The study is one of a suite of efforts, approved by voters 

with the passing of the Measure B sales tax last November, 

to reduce traffic congestion and noise within this corridor. It’s 

projected that $350 million will be available for these 

improvements, which will be collected over the next 30 

years. 

Read more.                                           Back to Top 
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From: Board Secretary  
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2017 12:44 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: November 10-13, 2017 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage Friday, November 10-  

Monday, November 13, 2017 

1. Regional Business Diversity Event  (ABC7 News 5 pm)  

2. Regional Business Diversity Event (ABC7 News 6pm) 

3. Region Business Diversity Event (KCBS Radio)  

4. SR 85 Corridor Study (Telemundo Ch. 48) 

5. Roadshow: Where will money from new gas tax go? (Mercury News) 

Regional Business Diversity Event  (ABVC7 News 5 pm) 

(Link to video) 

Back to Top 

 

Regional Business Diversity Event (ABC7 News 6pm) 

(Link to video) 

Region Business Diversity Event (KCBS Radio) 

(Link to Audio) 

Back to Top 

 

SR 85 Corridor Study (Telemundo Ch. 48) 

(Link to video – Spanish) 

Back to Top 

 

Roadshow: Where will money from new gas tax go? (Mercury News) 

http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTg5NjgzMTAmTURTZWVkPTExMDEmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTg5NjY4OTUmTURTZWVkPTIzNjgmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTg5NjY4MDUmTURTZWVkPTI1MTgmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTg5NjY5NjcmTURTZWVkPTgxMTImVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/11/13/roadshow-where-will-money-from-new-gas-tax-go/


You should note in your gas tax talk that a good portion of the gas and diesel tax increase won’t 

go to road repairs. It goes to transit projects, bike lanes and research. 

Wayne Flora 

Ripon 

A: New fuel taxes and auto fees will raise roughly $5.4 billion a year, with $3.7 billion going for 

maintenance repairs, building roads where truck traffic is heavy and other congested spots and 

repaying transportation debts. The rest will go to transit, safety issues and things like bike lanes. 

Q: Before I sing the praises of our idiots in Sacramento over this 12-cent a gallon hike in the gas 

tax, I want to know where the money has gone all these years that I have been paying in all 

these taxes. I know it hasn’t been going for the intended reason. 

Dennis Nichols 

A: All state gas tax money goes to highways or local roads — 64 percent to the State Highway 

Account and 36 percent to cities and counties primarily for local streets and roads. 

About 84 percent of the federal gas tax goes to the Highway Trust Fund for highway and bridge 

construction, maintenance, etc., and 15.5 percent is marked for transit. The diesel tax is used 

for both highways and transit funding. 

Like Mr. Roadshow’s Facebook page for more questions and answers about Bay Area roads, 

freeways and commuting. 

Q: Our roads will not improve despite the higher gas tax, the backlog will increase, and they will 

be back for more next year. As always. 

Why was the backlog allowed to grow to this level? 

Mike Van 

A: Because we haven’t had the courage to raise the gas tax since 1994. The state tax was 

around 18 cents a gallon before this increase and had fallen to about half of that today when 

inflation is factored in. 

Adjusted for inflation, the state gas tax had been lower than at any time in history. 

Q: The gas tax should be pegged to inflation. As the cost of maintaining the infrastructure 

inflates, so should the resources. 

Alex Woo 

A: The tax will be adjusted annually for inflation. 

Q: I urge legislators to not repeal it. All the tax hike really does is attempt to address inflation 

and some of the maintenance backlog plus a little for transit and the like. But the issue, really, 

http://bayareane.ws/mrroadshowfb


isn’t in their hands. It’s an initiative that may be on the ballot next year to repeal it and with 

suitable lying online and in darker corners of the press the initiative will almost certainly pass. 

So where do we go then? 

Mike Brady 

Folsom 

A: Hmmm. Maybe to the car shop for wheel alignments and tire repairs after smacking into 

monster potholes. 

Back to Top 
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From: Board Secretary  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2017 4:20 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: November 14, 2017 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Tuesday, November 14, 2017 

1. Bruins out, McAlister in as North County’s VTA rep (Palo Alto Daily Post) 

2. High-speed rail's environment clearances delayed by 2 years (Silicon Valley Business 

Journal) 

 

Bruins out, McAlister in as North County’s VTA rep (Palo Alto Daily Post) 

Mountain View Councilman John McAlister yesterday (Nov. 9) defeated Los Altos 

Councilwoman Jeannie Bruins for a seat on the VTA board, a critical position for securing county 

funds for Caltrain crossings. 

The Valley Transportation Authority is overseen by a board of 12 voting members, but the 

North County (Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, Mountain View and Palo Alto) only gets one seat. The 

board is dominated by San Jose representatives. 

Every two years, the four North County cities decide among themselves who will represent 

them on the VTA board. 

The meeting to select the North County’s delegate took place yesterday (Nov. 9) at VTA’s 

offices in San Jose. Bruins asked for the meeting to be held in closed session, said Palo Alto 

Councilwoman Liz Kniss, who is among the officials on the VTA Policy Advisory Committee for 

the North County which picks the North County’s VTA rep. 

Bruins has been the North County’s rep on the VTA board for the past two years and during 

that time she became the VTA chair. She made headlinesearlier this year for her trips to 

Barcelona and Amsterdam to study transit systems. One trip was funded by VTA while the other 

was bankrolled by a political advocacy group. Bruins’ defeat yesterday means VTA will need a 

new chair. She will remain on the Los Altos City Council. 

http://padailypost.com/2017/11/10/bruins-out-mcalister-in-as-north-countys-vta-rep/
http://padailypost.com/2017/09/13/councilwoman-flies-to-amsterdam-barcelona-to-study-transit/


“John wanted the opportunity to serve. He’s never been on VTA,” said Kniss. “He has said he 

would be watching out for Palo Alto as well as Mountain View and Sunnyvale as far as the grade 

separation money goes.” 

The vote 

Los Altos City Councilwoman Lynette Lee Eng, who had made her own bid for the VTA board, 

cast the only vote for Bruins, Kniss said. Los Altos Planning and Transportation Commissioner 

Anita Enander told the Post that Eng had been pressured to vote for Bruins. 

The committee, including Eng, then voted unanimously for McAlister. 

McAlister didn’t return multiple requests for comment. 

McAlister, who owns the Baskin Robbins at Shoreline Boulevard and El Camino Real, was unable 

to participate in the Mountain View City Council deliberations on VTA’s proposal for bus-only 

lanes on El Camino due to the proximity of his business to that project. It wasn’t known 

yesterday whether McAlister will be able to discuss that project on the VTA board. 

A rotation among North County cities 

Kniss said that she wanted to see the VTA board position rotating every two years among North 

County cities for the sake of fairness. 

If Bruins had been re-elected yesterday, she would have held the board seat for four years. 

McAlister is one of the four members on the North County cities’ working group of the VTA 

Policy Advisory Committee, which picks the VTA board member. He will have to give up the 

position to another Mountain View City Council member when he begins his term on VTA 

board. 

The fourth member of the North County committee is Los Altos Hills City Councilwoman 

Michelle Wu. 

The VTA board is comprised of 12 voting members, including 10 City Council members and two 

Santa Clara County supervisors. Half of the council members are from San Jose. 

Financial implications 

Which city is represented from the North County can have big financial implications, Kniss said. 

The 2016 Measure B, the 30-year, half-cent countywide sales tax passed by 72% of voters, is 

expected to generate between $6 billion and $6.5 billion in 2017 dollars, according to VTA, 

$700 million of which will be doled out for Caltrain grade separations, that is, bridges over or 

under train tracks. 

Palo Alto is leaps and bounds behind Mountain View and Sunnyvale in planning for Caltrain 

crossings, which could have implications for how much of the Measure B funds it gets. 



“Without question, Mountain View is further along in their plans for grade separation, so they 

may get some of the money first,” Kniss said. “I’d have a hard time faulting Mountain View for 

making some headway.” 

CORRECTION: (Palo Alto Daily Post follow) 

CORRECTION: Yesterday’s story on Mountain View City Councilman John McAlister’s election to 

the board of the Valley Transportation Authority misattributed a quote to Los Altos City 

Councilwoman Lynette Lee Eng. In fact, Los Altos Planning and Transportation Commissioner 

Anita Enander told the Post that Eng had been pressured to vote for Los Altos Councilwoman 

Jeannie Bruins.  

 

High-speed rail's environment clearances delayed by 2 years (Silicon Valley 

Business Journal) 

High-speed rail’s environmental review completion dates have been pushed back by two years, 

it was announced Monday. 

The California High-Speed Rail Authority did not say whether that would change its planned 

service inauguration in San Jose, planned for 2025, or completion of the full Phase 1 system 

from San Francisco to Los Angeles in 2029. 

“It’s important to note that as we continue to work through the process of updating our 

environmental milestone schedules, we continue to look for and identify potential methods to 

speed up the review process,” its press release said. 

One of those methods, which the state has applied for, is seeking to relieve the Federal Railroad 

Administration of its environmental review obligation by having the California State 

Transportation Agency do that work. Such responsibility shifts have been accommodated in the 

past on highway projects, rail authority chair Dan Richard said in an earlier interview. 

However, the authority is working on its legally mandated biennial business plan, which will be 

released in draft form in February, and that document has always contained new completion 

dates for system segments. The current service inauguration and Phase 1 completion dates 

were set in the 2016 business plan. 

The rail system now expects to publish its draft environmental impact report for the San Jose-

Merced segment in October 2018, rather than this month as previously planned. 

The work is 50 percent done and the rail system now expects to receive final federal approval in 

October 2019, two years later than announced in the current business plan. 

https://iqmediacorp.com/lnarticle?id=32508441543
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https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Dan%20Richard


The San Francisco-San Jose segment on Caltrain’s right-of-way was to be finished last month 

but now is expected in January 2019 with final federal approval in January 2020. It is 40 percent 

done, the authority said. 
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Judge rules in favor of Santa Clara, developer in 'border war' with San Jose (Silicon 

Valley Business Journal) 

Related Cos. is officially free to dig in on its 9 million-square-foot City Place project in Santa 

Clara after a San Mateo County Superior Court judge last week put to bed a more than year-

long battle over the development.  

Judge Marie Weiner on Wednesday ruled in an environmental lawsuit brought last year by the 

city of San Jose over the 240-acre mixed-use development at 5155 Stars & Stripes Dr., near 

Santa Clara’s Levis Stadium. 

San Jose leaders last year claimed that Santa Clara officials didn’t vet the project’s impacts 

thoroughly enough and especially took issue with the number of residential units proposed for 

the project, saying the project wasn't providing enough housing. 

The project is slated to bring 1,680 residential units to go along with 6.5 million square feet of 

office and retail and a spate of hotel rooms and park space. 

San Jose officials said at the time they feared their city would become the bedroom community 

for workers at the Santa Clara development. 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/11/14/santa-clara-vs-san-jose-lawsuit-city-place-related.html?ana=e_sjo_bn&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1510772067&j=79179081
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Judge%20Marie%20Weiner
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2016/07/29/san-jose-sues-santa-clara-over-cityplace-project.html


The legal battle has been a protracted, tit-for-tat fight since San Jose’s suit was filed in June of 

2016. It spurred a second environmental lawsuitbrought by Santa Clara officials over a San Jose-

based project by developer Federal Realty known as Santana West. 

In response, San Jose officials filed requests with the court to dismiss Santa Clara’s complaint on 

two different grounds. Despite the disagreement over the two projects, the Business Journal 

reported in August that the two cities had tried at the 11th hour to settle the lengthy matter 

out of court, but that didn't happen. 

City Place in Santa Clara 

City Place is a 9.2 million-square-foot planned development at 5515 Stars & Stripes Dr. in Santa 

Clara, near Levis Stadium. The project is estimated to cost around $6.5 billion, according to 

Business Journal reporting. 

Weiner’s short, two-page judgment marked with a fine point the end of the long battle — at 

least over City Place. 

“Judgment is entered in favor of city of Santa Clara and Related Companies … against the city of 

San Jose and the city of San Jose shall take nothing,” the judgment reads. 

The city of Santa Clara and Related are entitled to “statutory costs,” or the money the two 

groups were required to pay as part of the lawsuit, the judge added. 

Santa Clara city leaders say the ruling “validates the quality and adequacy of our environmental 

review.” 

"We’re proud of the excellent work that the city staff and Related Companies have done on City 

Place,” Santa Clara Mayor Lisa Gillmor said in a statement this week. “We will now work 

together and move forward to make it a premier mixed-use development for Santa Clara and 

bring high-quality entertainment, retail, office, housing and open space to this part of the South 

Bay.” 

For New York-based Related, the decision means the company’s $6.5 billion project can move 

forward after about a year stuck in limbo. 

Stephen Eimer, executive vice president with Related Cos and co-managing partner of City Place 

told the Silicon Valley Business Journal earlier this fall that the group was “prepared to 

move forward in July of last year, at the time of its approvals from the Santa Clara 

City Council.”  

Now, with a ruling in-hand, Eimer says he is ready to get moving on the project “as soon as 

possible,” though the company could not yet offer a specific development timeline, a company 

spokesperson said Tuesday. 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2016/09/16/santa-clara-challenges-environmental-report-of.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/03/29/san-jose-santa-clara-suit-cityplace-santana-west.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/03/29/san-jose-santa-clara-suit-cityplace-santana-west.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/08/23/san-jose-santa-clara-border-lawsuit-housing.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/08/23/san-jose-santa-clara-border-lawsuit-housing.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Lisa%20Gillmor
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It doesn't appear that any ruling has been made related to Santa Clara's lawsuit over Federal 

Realty's Santana West development, which is across the street from the popular Santana Row 

shopping and entertainment center in San Jose, but close to the border of the two cities. 

The lot is slated to be developed into nearly 1 million square feet of office and retail space, but, 

like City Place, the Santana West development has been on pause due to the lawsuit. Today, 

the property holds three unused buildings, including one historic theater. 

City of San Jose attorneys did not immediately return a request for comment on Tuesday. This 

story will be updated if they do. 
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How Google Can Help San Jose Become a Model of Inclusive Urbanism 

(Citylab.com) 

A new Google campus in San Jose will be a chance for the tech giant to pioneer a more 

equitable form of urban development—and regain public goodwill. 

San Jose is blessed with fantastic weather, beautiful natural surroundings, proximity to the 

world’s most successful companies, and perhaps the most urban, walkable environment of any 

Bay Area community south of San Francisco. Home to more than 1 million people, it is the third-

largest city in California, behind only Los Angeles and San Diego, and the 10th largest in the 

entire United States. As tech companies have become increasingly interested in urban locations 

as a way to attract talent, San Jose has seen its locational stock rise, with companies like Adobe 

and Samsung undergoing major expansions there.   

While all urbanist eyes have been trained on Amazon’s much-talked-about second 

headquarters, another tech giant, Google, has quietly proposed to build a massive new campus 

in downtown San Jose. It will be located in the largely vacant lands near Diridon Station and will 

host up to 20,000 Google employees in as much as 8 million square feet of office space. For 

context, the company’s current headquarters, the “Googleplex” in Mountain View, containsjust 

3.1 million square feet of office space. 

As the city and company negotiate an agreement, community groups have already begun 

advocating for an arrangement that benefits not just Google and its high-paid tech workers but 

also the city and its residents. San Jose is no Palo Alto or Mountain View—it’s far more diverse, 

both racially and socioeconomically. And it is beset, as much as any other city, by the hallmark 

problems of the new urban crisis: exorbitant housing prices, mind-numbing traffic, and severe 

economic and racial inequality. 

As it moves forward with this project, Google has the opportunity to forge a new model of 

more inclusive, tech-fueled urban development. It’s in the company’s interest to do so. Its 

reputation is suffering as it and other tech companies are pilloried as monopolistic, even 

exploitative enterprises, with little commitment to their communities. Just a few years ago, the 

brand’s biggest problem was local protests against “Google buses.” Today it is reckoning with a 

https://www.citylab.com/equity/2017/11/how-google-can-help-san-jose-become-a-model-of-inclusive-urbanism/545858/
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Congressional investigation and widespread public mistrust. Investing in more inclusive 

prosperity in San Jose could help bolster the company’s challenged image and brand. 

The city should demand nothing less. While San Jose can certainly use the jobs and investment, 

the local government should stand firm and demand a fair, forward-thinking deal that makes 

the city’s needs a priority. After all, it has one of the few urban, transit-connected sites in the 

region where Google, or any tech company, for that matter, can go. 

So how can Google be a good neighbor to the people San Jose? 

First of all, Google’s campus should be as different from Apple’s new “Spaceship” as possible. 

Rather than being a campus per se, Google should build a fine-grained, mixed-use 

neighborhood, with walkways between buildings and numerous public spaces. It should take 

advantage of its downtown location by emphasizing transit, walking, and biking, and by keeping 

parking to an absolute minimum. But these are no-brainers, which have already been hinted 

at in the initial discussions. 

Where Google could really be a trendsetter is by building an amount of housing commensurate 

with the number of new jobs it’s bringing to San Jose. 

Where Google could really be a trendsetter is by building an amount of housing commensurate 

with the number of new jobs it’s bringing to San Jose. Because housing is so difficult to build in 

California, “the market” cannot be expected to suddenly accommodate 20,000 well-heeled 

workers. Building a large number of new housing units in conjunction with the office 

construction would not only prevent a major shock to the housing market, it would also 

improve the experience of the new neighborhood, be a boon to businesses downtown, and 

help boost transit usage. 

A significant percentage of these housing units should be below market rate. The San Francisco 

Giants set a new gold standard in the Bay Area when they agreed to make 40 percent of the 

units in their Mission Rock development affordable. Google and Trammell Crow, its real estate 

partner, should be able to meet this threshold. Perhaps Google could set aside a portion of 

these units as “workforce housing” for teachers, firefighters, and police. Google could also build 

units for its own service workers, including cafeteria and custodial staff—and while they’re at it, 

they could pay them a living wage. 

San Jose’s housing challenges are, of course, closely related to its transportation challenges. 

Diridon Station, located right next to the proposed campus, is the elephant in the room here. 

City and state officials have grand plans for the station, or “the Grand Central of the West,” 

which will eventually serve high-speed rail and BART, in addition to Caltrain and VTA. The 

problem with these plans is no one knows how to pay for them. 

Enter Google. Developing a financial mechanism for Google to contribute to the reconstruction 

of Diridon would be complicated, to say the least. But it should be part of the conversation 

about their new campus. Perhaps the city could create a special property tax for Diridon-

https://www.citylab.com/design/2017/04/can-silicon-valley-kick-the-sprawl-habit/524262/
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adjacent plots. Or Google’s community benefits agreement could include a substantial 

commitment to transit improvements. 

No matter how it happens, it is in Google’s interest that Diridon Station becomes the grand, 

multimodal hub that it is meant to be. BART access could radically simplify Google employees’ 

commutes, and high-speed rail would allow executives to easily take meetings in San Francisco 

and Los Angeles. Turning the station into an iconic contemporary landmark would symbolize 

San Jose’s arrival as an urban, 21st-century global city—something that Google is clearly 

interested in associating itself with. 

With President Trump in office and the Republicans in control of both houses of Congress, San 

Jose and the rest of the Bay Area can’t expect the federal government to help with their 

progressive, urban agendas. The flip side of this sad reality is that Americans are expecting 

other institutions to step up and show their true colors. 

Do the Bay Area’s nominally progressive tech companies really care about making our 

communities and our world a better place? Or are they simply opportunists, relentlessly 

extracting value wherever they can, and leaving the rest of us to deal with the consequences? 

In San Jose, Google has an opportunity to show where it really stands. 
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General public won’t be allowed to ride parts of light rail system on Super Bowl 

Sunday (Twin Cities Pioneer Press) 

Light-rail service along the Metro Transit Blue Line and a section of the Green Line will serve 

only Super Bowl LII ticket holders on Feb. 4. 

The Minnesota Super Bowl Host Committee launched its “Know Before You Go” campaign on 

Monday, which included gameday changes to light-rail transit. 

Twin Cities residents not attending the Super Bowl won’t have access to the Blue Line and stops 

along the Green Line from Stadium Village to U.S. Bank Stadium in Minneapolis. 

Metro Transit will charge Super Bowl ticket holders $30 for a “gameday pass” to board the rail 

to U.S. Bank Stadium, while regular transit users will be directed to replacement buses 

operating along each light-rail line. 

“We had to try and figure out a way to best serve our riders that frankly didn’t need to be going 

to the game, and not have them be part of the lines, not have them … be part of the screening 

process,” said Howie Padilla, Metro Transit public relations manager. 

Metro Transit will have screening areas set up at the Stadium Village and Mall of America 

stations for ticket holders. Trains will run nonstop to U.S. Bank Stadium from the two stations. 

http://www.twincities.com/2017/11/14/blue-line-and-part-of-green-line-reserved-for-super-bowl-ticket-holders-only-on-feb-4/
http://www.twincities.com/2017/11/14/blue-line-and-part-of-green-line-reserved-for-super-bowl-ticket-holders-only-on-feb-4/


Green Line service along stops east of Stadium Village will still operate throughout the day. 

Padilla said the changes were made because the screening process would have inconvenienced 

normal riders, subjecting them to long waits. 

“We just frankly did not want our regular riders to get caught up in that screening process,” he 

said. 

Metro Transit isn’t the first transportation agency to offer an exclusive service to Super Bowl 

ticket holders. 

In 2016, the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority offered a special rail service to Levi’s 

Stadium for about 10,000 Super Bowl attendees. Riders were required to pre-purchase fares 

through a mobile app to use the service. 

SCVTA still operated its normal trains throughout the day without making stops at the stadium. 

Metro Transit’s plan drew criticism from some who said it’s unfair to average riders in need of 

reliable weekend transportation. 

“It’s creating two tiers of people: Those who can afford expensive Super Bowl tickets, and those 

who cannot,” said Nate Hood, a St. Paul resident and Metro Transit user. 

Hood added that the replacement buses are unsatisfactory, and allow officials to use the trains 

to “project an image of this city.” 

Rick Cardenas of St. Paul STRONG, a civic advocacy group, said Super Bowl ticket holders can 

afford to pay for alternate transportation options, like taxis. 

“I’m strongly against them stopping the public from riding light rail,” Cardenas said, adding that 

he hopes the plan will be addressed in union negotiations. 

Unionized Metro Transit workers, including bus drivers and light-rail operators, recently 

rejected a contract proposal from the Metropolitan Council. 

The vote by members of the Amalgamated Transit Union Local 1005 on Monday also authorized 

a Super Bowl strike if a new contract isn’t agreed upon by January. 

The timing of the strike and Metro Transit’s light-rail plans is reflective of social equity issues, 

Hood said. 

“These people have jobs, these people have families, these people need a good reliable way to 

get around,” he said. 
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Roadshow: Changing carpool rules to three people draws jeers (Mercury News) 

Changing the carpool to three passengers is insane. It will put more people in the regular lanes 

and very little in the carpool lanes. What are they thinking? 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/11/15/roadshow-changing-carpool-rules-to-three-people-draws-jeers/


Steve Carter 

Campbell 

A: They are thinking ahead, but this move would hit South Bay drivers hard since the average 

occupancy rate is only around 2.1 people per carpool in Santa Clara County. But it’s higher on 

Interstate 880 in Alameda County. The only area with a three-person carpool requirement is 

Interstate 80 east of the Bay Bridge. 

Q: The problem with the HOV congestion is the one passenger “green cars.” Being a limo driver 

and driving up from the Monterey Peninsula, I get stuck in Highway 85 traffic all the time, and 

its the Prius or Tesla with just the driver clogging the roads. 

Bryan Laws 

Pebble Beach 

A: Drivers of electric cars make up 8 percent of carpool users, but the big problem is cheaters 

who sometimes can be as high as 24 percent. 

Q: Not to be snarky but changing the requirement for the number of passengers seems like a 

hopeless solution. If two passengers per car cannot be enforced by CHP, how will three? 

The best solution is better enforcement. 

Steve Brock 

San Jose 

A: You are right. A proposal to raise fees for more CHP enforcement has been put on hold. Too 

bad. 

Q: Increasing the carpool number to three might really be an issue I wouldn’t support. Increase 

the charge at busy times. 

Jenny Maloney 

A: That is maybe the best solution along with more enforcement. As more express lanes — I-80 

and Interstate 880 in the East Bay, northbound Interstate 680 through Fremont and on 

highways 85 and 101 — are added, this will be easier to do. 

Q: Any chance something will be done soon with regards to the killer potholes on Interstate 880 

past Mission Boulevard across from the Tesla factory? 

Elon Musk is going to drive one of his shiny Model 3 vehicles off the Tesla factory grounds and 

two minutes later he’ll be on the shoulder with mangled tire rims. This road pit has been bad, 

bad, bad for well over five years. How about some love (i.e., road $$$) to fix this? 

Tim Riener 

Fremont 

A: Pothole repairs are coming, not only on the freeway but also on nearby Warren Avenue. 



Caltrans will place density polyurethane beneath the ground at various spots along Warren, 

then pave those areas through the winter. There will be nightly lane closures from 10 p.m. to 5 

a.m. weekdays and 10 p.m. to 9 a.m. on weekends. At least one lane will be opened at all times 

on Warren in both directions. 
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Tech's Competing Future Urban Visions (Forbes.com) 

The tech industry is in the midst of making bold moves today that will have long-lasting 

impact.  No, not the next big tech product that makes life easier, or makes data more 

available.  Right now, tech's titans are making decisions that will determine not only their own 

futures, but potentially the future of the American city and suburb -- how we live, work, move, 

relax in and relate to our built environment.  There are at least four visions being 

considered.  As long as the tech industry remains one of the dominant forces of the American 

economy, the winner of the competing visions will matter. 

Let's consider why the tech industry is reimagining its future.  Tech's economic and cultural 

hearth, Silicon Valley, may be reaching its developmental peak.  The Valley's stratospheric 

housing prices, and by extension that of the entire Bay Area, are expected to remain for the 

foreseeable future.  Hiring at tech firms remains strong, meaning that demand for housing will 

remain strong as well.  The well-documented problem in the Bay Area is that housing supply 

simply hasn't kept up with demand, creating greater pressures on tech workers, and ultimately 

the firms that employ them.  Even though it's not headquartered in Silicon Valley, Amazon's bid 

to develop a second headquarters away from Seattle is largely viewed as a means to mitigate 

the company's impact on its hometown.  It's conceivable that further expansion by Amazon in 

Seattle would push that city and region closer to the housing and transportation challenges 

currently witnessed in Silicon Valley. 

But expand they must; there are more innovative ideas to pursue, more ways to meld 

technology into our everyday lives, more money to be made.  How is the tech industry trying to 

match its needs with how we live?  Here are the four visions. 

The Silicon Valley Double-Down 

Apple's new headquarters in Cupertino, CA, in the heart of Silicon Valley, represents a 

commitment to the area that was instrumental in the growth and development of one of the 

quintessential tech companies, and doesn't deviate from its suburban roots.  Officially called 

Apple Park but known by many as "The Spaceship" because of its huge scale and circular design, 

the new complex opened this past September.  Clocking in at a cost of more than $5 billion, the 

2.8 million-square-feet facility is meant to be self-sufficient and all-inclusive in all respects for 

the 12,000 Apple employees who work there.  Apple Park features seven cafes, with the largest 

being a cafeteria capable of seating 3,000 people.  It has a 1,000-seat auditorium, a 100,000-

square-feet fitness and wellness center, and a transportation hub that will house buses and 

shuttles that will take Apple employees to various parts of Silicon Valley.  All this sits on a 175-

https://www.forbes.com/sites/petesaunders1/2017/11/15/techs-competing-future-urban-visions/2/#5fe17d43535e
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/10/20/housing-economists-predictions-about-bubbles-frustrated-first-time-buyers-new-housing-starts-where-are-they/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/10/20/housing-economists-predictions-about-bubbles-frustrated-first-time-buyers-new-housing-starts-where-are-they/
https://www.amazon.com/b?ie=UTF8&node=17044620011
https://www.amazon.com/b?ie=UTF8&node=17044620011
https://www.macworld.co.uk/feature/apple/complete-guide-apple-park-3489704/


acre verdant campus with a landscape design developed by a team of arborists from Stanford 

University, and the development has the potential to be 100% powered by renewable energy. 

An Urban Silicon Valley 

While Apple's commitment to the suburban aesthetic of Silicon Valley remains strong, Google 

has been exploring other options.  The Mountain View, CA-based company has been in talks 

with San Jose city officials regarding a move into downtown San Jose.  Google is looking to 

develop a campus in downtown San Jose, consisting of 6-8 million square feet of office space 

for as many as 20,000 Google employees.  The campus would be anchored by by San 

Jose's Diridon Station, currently a station with Caltrain and ACE commuter rail, VTA light rail and 

Amtrak intercity service, and soon to enjoy Bay Area Rapid Transit service through the Silicon 

Valley BART extension.  No final plans have been announced for the Google campus as of yet, 

but work so far suggests that the campus will have an urban orientation that will be transit-

supported and potentially contribute to a walkable, mixed-use environment. 

The Non-SV Urban Option 

Amazon's highly-publicized request for proposals for a second headquarters in North America 

needs little introduction.  Based in Seattle, it appears Amazon made the calculation that further 

expansion there would come with negatives, so they sought to solicit proposals from cities 

willing to host them.  They're looking for a site that could accommodate up to 8 million square 

feet of office space within the next ten years, at a cost of $5 billion, for as many as 50,000 

Amazon employees.  The cost and scale is similar to both Apple and Google; however, Amazon's 

demands make it clear that they want a distinctively large-scale urban environment for "HQ2" -- 

proximity to a metropolitan area of at least 1 million people, an international airport within 45 

minutes of the site, access to major highways and arterial roads within two miles of the site, 

and access to public transit available at site.  Proposals were due last month, and while the final 

selection is still up in the air, it's clear Amazon will choose a city that meets its urban specs. 

The Planned "Smart City" 

News reports last week came out about an investment company with ties to Microsoft founder 

Bill Gates purchasing almost 25,000 acres of desert land approximately 40 miles west of 

Phoenix, with the intent of building a "smart city" -- a place "designed around high-speed 

networks, autonomous vehicles, high-speed digital networks, data centers, new manufacturing 

technologies and autonomous logistics hubs."  Belmont Partners is the Arizona-based leader of 

the project, which is a subsidiary of the Bill Gates-led Cascade Investments.  Why build new, on 

vacant land already beyond the edge of one of the nation's most sprawling metro areas?  This 

quote from Grady Gammage, a spokesman for the project, is revealing: "Envisioning future 

infrastructure from scratch is far easier and more cost efficient than retrofitting an existing 

urban fabric."  It remains to be seen exactly how much involvement Gates will have with the 

project, or even if it truly will be "smart" in its development.  But it is true that the idea of a 

technologically advanced city untethered from earlier economic legacies is one that has lots of 

traction. 
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Each vision above seems to acknowledge some introspection happening in the tech community, 

and offers a plausible future.  Is tech looking at the physical, economic and social imprint it's 

made in its various locations?  It it struggling to figure out if its impacts are a benefit or a 

detriment to how we live?  Is tech trying to determine how best to benefit itself, as well as our 

society? 

Which vision will win?  The jury is still out.  Tech's masters have made billions by trusting their 

own instincts.  However, when considering the past, present and future impact of the tech 

industry on our built environment, tech leaders may want to consult with the legions of 

urbanists, designers, transportation and transit experts, housing activists and others who live 

and breathe city life.  Representatives from those groups would probably say that history has 

usually made winners of developments that were most integrated or connected to an existing 

development framework.  We'll see if that remains the case going forward. 
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