
 
From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Monday, November 5, 2018 10:33 AM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: VTA - Updated 11.01.18 Board Agenda Packet 
 

VTA Board of Directors: 

 

The November 1, 2018, Board of Directors Agenda Packet has now been updated to include 

presentations, handouts, and Reading Folder materials distributed at the meeting for the 

following agenda items: 

 Agenda Item #3 – Public Comment 

 Agenda Item #5.1 – Citizens Advisory Committee Chairperson’s Report 

 Agenda Item #7.1 – Silicon Valley Express Lanes Program Toll Ordinance 

 Agenda Item #8.1 – General Manager’s Report  

 Agenda Item #8.1.A – Government Affairs Update 

 Agenda Item #8.1.A.X – VTA Community Outreach & Public Engagement 

 Agenda Item #8.1.B – BART Silicon Valley Program Update 

 Agenda Item #8.4.D – Caltrain JPB Meeting Summary 

You may access the updated agenda packet on our website here.  (Please note that you may need 

to refresh your browser to view the updated content.) 

Thank you. 
 
Office of the Board Secretary 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 North First Street, Building B 
San Jose, CA 95134-1927 
Phone 408-321-5680 

 
 

 
 
Conserve paper. Think before you print. 
 

 
 

http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/bod_110118_packet.pdf


From: Baltao, Elaine  

Sent: Wednesday, November 7, 2018 3:47 PM 

To: VTA Board of Directors 

Cc: Golem, Ron; Childress, Brandi 

Subject: From VTA: City of San Jose Bridge Housing Temporary Site at Future VTA BART Silicon Valley 

Phase II Construction Staging Area 

 

VTA Board of Directors:  

Attached is a briefing sheet regarding the City of San Jose’s Bridge Housing Temporary Site at the future 

VTA BART Silicon Valley Phase II construction staging area. If you have any questions, please contact Ron 

Golem, Deputy Director, Real Estate.  

 
Board Secretary’s Office 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 North First Street, Building B 
San Jose, CA 95134-1927 
Phone 408-321-5680 
board.secretary@vta.org 
 

 

 

 

Find us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn 

 
Conserve paper. Think before you print.  

 

mailto:board.secretary@vta.org
https://www.facebook.com/scvta
https://twitter.com/vta
http://instagram.com/scvta
https://www.youtube.com/scvta
http://www.linkedin.com/company/vta


 

November 7, 2018 

 

 

Briefing Sheet: City of San Jose Bridge Housing Temporary Site at 

Future VTA BART Silicon Valley Phase II Construction Staging Area 

 

 San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo wrote to VTA and other public agencies in Santa Clara County on 

September 5, 2017 asking these partners to assist the City with identification of parcels that could be 

suitable for “Bridge Housing”, or temporary sites for homeless housing. 

 The City’s Bridge Housing Program is intended to provide temporary shelter and services until the 

City can construct permanent supportive housing. The program relies on a temporary building code 

waiver until 2022 authorized by the California Legislature (AB 2176, Campos). 

 The San Jose Housing Department describes a Bridge Housing site as a cluster of small structures that 

provide a bed and small desk for a homeless individual. Meals prepared off-site are served in a 

common area that also provides a location for service providers to meet with individuals. The 

structures are designed so they can be relocated and reused at another site. 

 VTA’s transit operations and real estate face recurring impacts from non-transit use by homeless 

individuals, leading VTA to explore approaches to address this pressing need.  

 Responding to the City of San Jose’s call to 

action, VTA identified three potentially suitable 

sites, one of which is 1.3 acres and is part of a 

planned BART Silicon Valley Phase II 

Construction Staging Area, located on Mabury 

Road south of the new Berryessa/North San Jose 

Transit Center and its BART station. 

 VTA and the City will enter in a short-term, cost-

recovery lease for the site until 2022, when it will 

be used as a Construction Staging Area for BART 

Phase II. Use of the site for Bridge Housing until 

2022 fits the project construction schedule and 

will not impact the project. 

 In the longer-term, after completion of BART 

Phase II construction, this location will become a 

joint development site and VTA will pursue a 

Transit-Oriented Community project in 

conformance with the City of San Jose’s future 

Berryessa Urban Village Plan. 

 We have been informed by City of San Jose staff that they have selected the VTA BART Phase II 

staging area site, and Caltrans property near I-280 as Bridge Housing sites. On November 7, the City 

will issue a notice of its CEQA Negative Declaration, and final City Council approval is scheduled for 

December 18, 2018. 



From: VTA Board Secretary  

Sent: Wednesday, November 7, 2018 4:16 PM 

To: VTA Board of Directors 

Subject: From VTA: November 7, 2018 Media Clips 

 

 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Wednesday, November 7, 2018 

 

1. California voters reject gas tax repeal (East Bay Times) 
2. Bay Area voters turn to business taxes to solve region's transportation, housing woes 

(Silicon Valley Business Journal) 
3. Newsom victory has implications for California high-speed rail (Silicon Valley Business 

Journal) 
4. How MaaS Public Transit Is Changing The World (Forbes) 

 

California voters reject gas tax repeal (East Bay Times) 
 

California voters on Tuesday rejected Proposition 6, a measure to repeal a recent increase in 

the state’s gas tax and one that, in many ways, determines the fate of California’s roads, 

bridges and transit. 

 

The measure, which lost by a nearly 11 percentage points, would have repealed a law passed 

last year, called SB1, that increased the tax on gasoline by 12 cents and the tax on diesel by 20 

cents per gallon. The same law also increased registration fees by an average of $50 per vehicle 

and imposed an additional $100 fee for vehicles that don’t use gasoline. 

 

At stake was not just the estimated $5.4 billion annually from those taxes and fees to pay for 

road, highway, bridge and transit repairs, but also how the state could raise money to pay for 

transportation improvements in the future. Supporters of the measure painted the repeal 

https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2018/11/06/california-voters-reject-gas-tax-repeal/


initiative as a David-versus-Goliath battle pitting the needs of working families against 

Sacramento special interests. 

 

“It’s about whether working families will be given some breathing room and whether we can 

address the high cost of living in California,” said Carl DeMaio, a former San Diego city 

councilman who led the repeal effort. “That’s real money.” 

 

Opponents of the repeal, however, characterized it as a cynical political ploy to get more 

Republicans to vote in midterm elections — GOP gubernatorial candidate John Cox mentioned 

the measure in nearly every stump speech — and one that would have dangerous 

consequences for Golden State motorists. 

 

Prop 6 would have required two-thirds of voters to approve any increase in fuel taxes or vehicle 

fees in the future, making it all that much harder to pay for roads, rails, bridges and buses, said 

Carl Guardino, a member of the California Transportation Commission, who opposed the 

repeal. Before SB1 was approved, the state was facing a $57 billion funding shortfall over the 

next 10 years to rehab the state’s crumbling roads and bridges. 

 

“California voters are smart, and they don’t like to be deceived,” Guardino said. “The more it 

became clear what was at risk — the safety of our highways and bridges, the loss of funding for 

traffic relief and transit alternatives, the ongoing frustration of potholes and a lack of road and 

street maintenance — the more people saw through it.” 

 

And, in the gridlocked Bay Area, voters were staunchly in favor of keeping the taxes and fees in 

place, with a supermajority of voters opposing to the measure. Across the entire Bay Area, 69.6 

percent of voters rejected the measure, with opposition to the repeal highest in San Francisco 

County, where 82 percent of voters opposed Prop 6, and lowest in Solano County, where 56 

percent of voters rejected the measure. 

 

Bob Braun, 73, of Martinez, said the money is critical for ongoing maintenance and repairs. 

 



“I think it’s crazy that people will pay money to fix their cars, but they won’t pay money to fix 

the streets,” he said. “There have been some improvements on the streets that we typically 

use, but in general, they need maintenance.” 

 

The state’s transportation commission, which reviews and oversees transportation funding in 

the state, has already approved more than 9,200 projects across the state funded by SB1. Of 

those, 6,500 have already started construction, and roughly half of those were at risk of being 

delayed or defunded if Prop 6 passed, Guardino said. 

 

Among the projects in the Bay Area at risk of losing funding were $730 million to help extend 

BART to downtown San Jose, $318.6 million for BART to buy new train cars so the agency can 

carry more passengers by running longer trains, $233 million for toll lanes on Highway 101, 

$164 million to help electrify Caltrain, $150 million for more AC Transit buses, and $67.5 million 

in pedestrian and bicycle improvements. 

 

San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo lauded the measure’s defeat, saying it will enable the Santa Clara 

Valley Transportation Authority to continue building its 6-mile BART extension underneath the 

city’s downtown. 

 

“I’m grateful Californians recognize it’s time to stop kicking the can down the road and start 

investing in infrastructure projects like BART,” he said. 

 

The state could achieve all of its road, bridge and highway plans, including what SB1 funded, if 

it dedicated 100 percent of the gas tax to performing repairs, DeMaio said. His campaign 

proposed an alternate plan that allows legislators to chose between using an estimated $2.3 

billion surplus to retain Caltrans’ staff or to use that money, without staff, on transit, bicycle 

and pedestrian improvements, research, workforce training or other efforts. 

 

But, even before Tuesday’s election, DeMaio and supporters of the Prop 6 campaign had 

already vowed to continue the fight, beginning with recalling Attorney General Xavier Becerra. 

Becerra approved ballot language DeMaio said intentionally misled voters by stating Prop 6 

eliminates funding for transportation and road repairs, rather than eliminating taxes. Polling 

results showed voters would have supported a measure to repeal taxes and fees, he said. 

 



“We are not going away, we must continue to fight to repeal the unfair gas tax,” DeMaio said, 

adding his campaign would get to work recalling Becerra. “There needs to be a price paid by the 

individuals responsible for this.” 

 

Back to Top 

Bay Area voters turn to business taxes to solve region's transportation, housing 
woes (Silicon Valley Business Journal) 

 

Voters in Mountain View, San Francisco and East Palo Alto strongly supported new business 

taxes in Tuesday’s election to solve transportation and housing problems that they trace to the 

rapid growth of the Bay Area's technology sector. 

 

Both supporters and opponents say the three ballot measures could encourage other cities to 

consider similar tax efforts, which business organizations have warned might encourage 

companies at the backbone of Silicon Valley’s economy to flee for cheaper places to do 

business. 

 

“I think this will send a signal to other cities that their voters are likely to approve of something 

like this,” said Mountain View Mayor Lenny Siegel, leader of the Measure P campaign that will 

create a new formula for its business tax based on the number of employees a company has in 

the city. 

 

Measure P won with 69 percent support. In an odd twist, Siegel was running fifth among six 

candidates running for three seats on the City Council. 

 

“Each city has to come up with their own ideas, but there are councilmembers in neighboring 

cities who have said that they want to do it. So I expect that will happen," Siegel told the 

Business Journal. 

 

In San Francisco, voters approved an additional business tax to fund homeless services 60-40 in 

a campaign dominated by dueling tech titans: Salesforce CEO Marc Benioff, who with his 

company put $7 million into the “yes” effort, vs. Twitter and Square CEO Jack Dorsey joining 

new Mayor London Breed in opposing it. 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/11/07/mtn-view-sf-east-palo-alto-biz-taxes-goog-prop-c.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/11/07/mtn-view-sf-east-palo-alto-biz-taxes-goog-prop-c.html


 

And in East Palo Alto, Measure HH — a $2.50 per square foot parcel tax on office space of 

25,000 square feet or more — sailed through with close to 77 percent of the vote, well past the 

two-thirds required to pass. 

 

Mountain View’s head tax is projected to raise $6 million a year with its largest employer, 

Alphabet Inc.-owned Google, getting dinged with about $3.3 million of that. Most businesses 

pay $30 a year under the current business tax. The City Council, which voted unanimously to 

put Measure P on the ballot, pledged to spend most of that on transportation projects intended 

to cut traffic congestion on city streets composed primarily of tech commuters. 

 

The Cupertino City Council was considering a similar tax that largely would have been paid by 

Apple Inc, by far its largest employer, but it backed away at the last moment and said it would 

consider something in two years. 

 

“It's easy when you put before the voters something that they want but they don't have to pay 

for it,” Jim Wunderman, CEO of the Bay Area Council, which represents the region’s largest 

businesses, told the Business Journal late Tuesday evening. “But it doesn't make a good policy, 

and it doesn't set a good trend for how we think about the benefits that we have of a strong 

economy and having incredible companies in our region. 

 

He added: “I would say should be very wary of more measures like this. Once measures like this 

pass, there's a tendency for others to do likewise. So we're going to be as vigilant as we can be 

to try to educate the cities and other counties to not pile on.” 

 

San Jose was held up by opponents in both Mountain View and Cupertino as a place where tech 

companies might move and, indeed, Google is planning up to eight million square feet of office 

space for as many as 20,000 of its workers in the Diridon Station area in a plan for a campus 

centered around the station’s mass-transit potential. 

 

San Jose revised its head count-based business tax in the last few years, but it is capped at 

$154,500 for the largest employers 

 



“In retrospect, some of those same voters (who approved new business taxes Tuesday) will feel 

differently about the tax measure when a recession comes and they're struggling mightily to 

retain their jobs,” San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo told the Business Journal. 

 

Back to Top 

 

Newsom victory has implications for California high-speed rail (Silicon Valley 

Business Journal) 
 

California’s gubernatorial election remained largely subdued — one untelevised debate and no 

fireworks — but in Democrat Gavin Newsom’s comfortable victory, California’s bullet train 

project likely dodged another fatal projectile. 

 

It was the second semi-victory for the project in the span of less than a week. 

 

Last Thursday, Sacramento County Superior Court Judge Richard Sueyoshi tentatively ruled 

against a lawsuit filed by Kings County and a group of Central Valley farmers. Sueyoshi said that 

the project had not been changed by a 2016 bill passed by the Legislature allowing high-speed 

rail bond funds to be spent on projects like Caltrain electrification in the Bay Area, because the 

new high-speed rail trains will also use that infrastructure. A final decision is expected within 

three months. 

 

Republican gubernatorial candidate John Cox vowed from the start of his campaign that he 

would kill the state’s slow-moving fast train if he were elected. 

 

But neither that promise nor backing repeal of California’s year-old gas tax increase through 

Proposition 6 Tuesday generated the kind of red wave necessary to overcome Democrats’ 

inherent statewide advantage. 

 

High-speed rail, troubled since the January announcement that its cost has gone up by a third, 

slipped through. 

 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/11/07/gavin-newsom-ca-high-speed-rail.html


Newsom is not the champion of high-speed rail that outgoing Gov. Jerry Brown was. He has 

swung from supporter to opponent and back to “committed” during the campaign. 

 

"We’ll find out what he really believes on high-speed rail now,” Sen. Jim Beall of Campbell, head 

of the state Senate Committee on Transportation and Housing, told the Silicon Valley Business 

Journal on Tuesday night. 

 

Former Fresno Mayor Ashley Swearengin, the first of that city’s Republican mayors to back 

high-speed rail, told the Business Journal that Newsom “sounds like he's evolved in the way 

he's understanding the importance of the project for the Central Valley, and that he certainly 

sees the value in pressing forward with Central Valley to Silicon Valley connection. … I'm 

reasonably comfortable that both the progress of the project as well as the position of 

candidate Newsom suggests to me that this will continue to make progress under the next 

governor.” 

 

Brown’s departure from government in January is the biggest of several changes among 

California's top elected ranks that could have big effects on high-speed rail. In his eight years in 

Sacramento, Brown pushed the project from idea to construction stage, fought off Republican 

attempts to kill it in the Legislature and found new money when funds were running low. 

 

Dan Richard, 67, who has chaired the California High-Speed Rail Authority board for the past six 

years, faces likely replacement as Newsom installs his own appointees in the state bureaucracy. 

And project CEO Brian Kelly, former head of CalSTA, the state transportation agency who’s been 

on the job only 11 months, has an unknown future. He went on an extended medical leave in 

September and little has been announced about his problem or prognosis. 

 

“This is my commitment to you — to build on Gov. Brown’s extraordinary legacy,” Newsom told 

the San Francisco Chronicle in the waning days of the campaign. “To build on the extraordinary 

work that he has done with our Legislature. To take risks without being reckless. Not to advance 

profligate ways but to continue to invest in our future and invest in our rainy-day reserve.” 

 

Back to Top 

 



How MaaS Public Transit Is Changing The World (Forbes) 

 

When it comes to investment in public transit, most people focus on the cost of infrastructure 

and services, the potential revenue that will be gained and the stark difference between the 

two. Few public transit agencies turn a profit, at least in the United States, according to the 

Brookings Hamilton Project (via CityLab). But that’s not the right economic equation. 

 

Public transportation provides more economic benefits to private citizens and businesses than 

initially meet the eye, and thanks to advances in mobility-as-a-service (MaaS) solutions, more 

resources for citizens to travel around urban areas are becoming available. 

 

Investment In Economic Development 

 

The capital and operational costs associated with public transit should be viewed as an 

investment in economic development rather than a simple business cost. The Union 

Internationale des Transports Publics (UITP), the world’s largest association of public 

transportation agencies, points out that “investment in public transport sparks a chain reaction 

in economic activity up to three or four times the initial investment,” and that “while large-

scale public transport investment projects are undoubtedly expensive, they are actually 

significantly less expensive than the direct cost of congestion, which can seriously harm the 

cities’ competitiveness, affecting travel time reliability and business productivity.” (Full 

disclosure: Bestmile is a member of UITP, ERTICO and APTA.) 

 

Decreasing The Cost Of Transit 

 

Transportation is the second-largest expense for most households after housing. Households 

living in auto-dependent locations spend as much as 25% of their income on transportation. 

Good public transit lowers the cost of living for people with easy access to it. Taking a bus or 

train to work can be much less expensive than owning, operating and maintaining a personal 

vehicle. According to the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), public transit users save 

more than $10,000 per year. 

 

MaaS technology has the potential to make public transportation more efficient while reducing 

public reliance on automobiles. For example, MaaS Global's Whim app allows travelers in 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2018/11/06/how-maas-public-transit-is-changing-the-world/#69caf4b27518


Helsinki, Finland, to book a door-to-door trip with a click, automatically reserving a car, bike, 

bus, train or multiple transit modes to complete a journey. In Denmark, Rejseplanen's 

MinRejseplan app ("my travel planner") does the same. Europe's public-private transportation 

think tank ERTICO sees these kinds of MaaS solutions cutting per-mile transit costs in half from 

$0.70. to $0.35. 

 

Efficient public transportation can make idle land more useful and valuable by creating housing 

that is accessible to cities and jobs, thereby expanding businesses' access to employees. A 2013 

study by APTA (American Pubilc Transportation Association) found that "residential property 

values performed 42 (41.6) percent better on average if they were located near public 

transportation with high-frequency service" during the most recent recession. 

 

Advances in autonomous mobility, which is a crucial link in deploying affordable MaaS at scale, 

have the potential to make it vastly easier for public transit agencies to reach new service areas 

-- so-called "gray zones" where public transportation is not practical for economic or geographic 

reasons. The infrastructure required for these services is much lower, as no new rails or 

overhead power lines are needed. 

 

A report by Carnegie Mellon University for the city of Pittsburgh recommends autonomous 

shuttles as a way to expand public transportation because "a single bus costs hundreds of 

thousands of dollars to own and operate, with about 70% of operating costs coming from 

wages and benefits to drivers. An autonomous shuttle avoids these costs." 

 

In Lyon, France, adding an autonomous shuttle service to connect a train station with the 

formerly industrial, now revitalized Confluence neighborhood was the most cost-effective 

solution. Detroit is taking the concept a step further, testing autonomous shuttles as a 

replacement for traditional, more expensive "big diesel buses." 

 

Private businesses here in the States are also eyeing autonomous mobility services as a 

worthwhile investment. Florida's Babcock Ranch is an entire city formed by a public-private 

partnerships with the state and real estate developers Kitson & Partners. Kitson launched an 

autonomous school bus service for the town's school; however, the National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration recently pulled the plug on the project for the time being. 

 



The San Francisco Bay Area’s 585-acre Bishop Ranch business park, home to 600 businesses 

with 30,000 employees, has partnered with the local transit agency to create an autonomous 

shuttle service to connect the office park to a local train station. In March, a shuttle took its first 

trip on public roads. For Alex Mehran, CEO of Sunset Development, which oversees the 

property, the autonomous vehicles are critical to the success of the business park. “If I have to 

get 10 of them I’ll get 10 of them, if I have to get 20 of them, I’ll get 20 of them,” he told 

reporters at the launch of the service. 

 

Bestmile's technology is involved in the Bishop Ranch and Lyon projects, enabling operators to 

plan, manage and monitor the services, providing one part of the MaaS solution. The ultimate 

goal of MaaS providers is to make all transit modes available to travelers through a single 

mobile application. 

 

Making Cities Work 

 

United Nations data reveals that more than 50% of the world’s population lives in major 

metropolitan areas, and more are coming. By 2050, that number is expected to near 70%. 

These cities are the economic engines of the world. According to McKinsey, “Six hundred 

cities—the City 600—are projected to generate more than 60 percent of global growth to 

2025.” 

 

In order to accommodate this growth and support business and commerce, urban 

transportation will need to get smarter. Public transit investments will be needed, but these 

investments will need to be smart, connected and shared. New public and private MaaS 

solutions -- hardware in the form of autonomous vehicles and software in the form of 

multimodal applications -- can provide new levels of intelligence and efficiency for 

transportation planners and enable more cities and citizens to enjoy the economic benefits of 

these services. 

 

Back to Top 

 

 

 

 
Conserve paper. Think before you print.  



From: VTA Board Secretary  

Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2018 10:53 AM 

To: VTA Board of Directors; VTA Advisory Committee Members 

Subject: VTA Connections Newsletter - November 2018  

 

VTA Board of Directors and VTA Advisory Committee Members: 

 

Below is VTA’s newsletter for November 2018.  It can also be accessed using this link:  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAVTA/bulletins/218d6af 

 

Please share with your constituents. 

 

Thank you. 

             

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
 

   
Measure B Wi ns i n C ourt; H omefirst is  Honor ed; M ulti modal Improvement Pl ans Pass , and more.  

 

November 2018 

VTA Connections 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAVTA/bulletins/218d6af
mailto:board.secretary@vta.org


Stay in the know about  

transportation in Silicon Valley 

 

 

VTA's Veterans Day bus 

 

Safety Around Bus and Rail is Top Priority 
IN THIS ISSUE  

 Safety Around Bus 

and Rail is Top 

Priority 

 Appellate Court 

Upholds Measure B 



 

We may sound like a broken record, but it bears repeating...often: 

Safety is our number one priority. 

 

VTA bus and rail operators go through extensive safety training to 

operate their vehicles, but these heavy vehicles can't stop on a 

dime, and pedestrians, bicyclists and other drivers must be aware 

they share the roads with these massive trains and buses. 

  

Read more.                                            Back to Top 

 

Appellate Court Upholds Measure B 

 

 VTA Hosts Special 
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 Historic Trolley 

Ready to Roll for the 
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BOARD UPDATE 

November 1, 2018 

Approved: 

 Mountain View 

Multimodal 

Improvement Plan 

 Santa Clara 

Multimodal 

Improvement Plan 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

11/7/18  

1:30 PM 

TAC Regular Meeting 

 

4:00 PM 
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The State of California Court of Appeal issued a decision to 

uphold the validity of VTA’s 2016 Measure B (“Measure B”) saying 

that the measure is enforceable as written. 

Plaintiff Cheriel Jensen has filed a “petition for rehearing” of the 

matter. The Court has until November 19 to decide whether or not 

to grant a new hearing. If the Court asks VTA to respond, our 

response would then be due within 8 days from the Court’s 

request.  

VTA anticipated this action given Ms. Jensen’s attorney has 

publicly stated an intention to appeal the court’s decision. 

 

This is the second ruling against Ms. Jensen's lawsuit. The 

appellate decision comes nearly two years after Santa Clara 

County voters approved Measure B, a half-cent sales tax for 

transportation improvements throughout the county.   

  

Read more.                                            Back to Top 

 

VTA Hosts Special Guests for Parade 

 

As VTA takes part, once again this year, in San Jose’s Veterans 

Day parade, a special group of passengers will ride along with us. 

 

The Honor Flight Network, which was created to escort WWII, 

Korean War, and Vietnam War veterans to see their memorials in 

CAC Regular Meeting 

6:30 PM 

BPAC Regular Meeting 

  

11/8/18  

10 AM 

CTMA Meeting  

4:00 PM 

PAC Regular Meeting 

  

11/16/18 3:00 PM 

Ad Hoc Financial 

Sustainability Cmte. 

  

12/6/18 5:30 PM 

VTA Board Meeting 

  

 

For questions or more 

information about VTA 

please contact 

Customer Service 

408.321.2300 or 

Community Outreach 

408.321.7575 

Visit www.vta.org 

Like us on Facebook 

Follow us on Twitter, 

Instagram, and YouTube  
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Washington, D.C., is bringing more than a dozen WW2 and 

Korean War vets to San Jose to participate in the nation’s second 

largest parade of its kind.  

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the armistice that ended 

WWI, which was the inspiration for the Veterans Day observance. 

  

Read more.                                                 Back to Top 

 

Historic Trolley Ready to Roll for the 

Holidays 

 

This holiday season, riding VTA’s Holly Trolley is a must on your 

holiday to-do list. Bring the whole family and enjoy a festive ride to 

your favorite downtown San Jose destinations. 

 

Kids and kids at heart will have a chance to write letters to Santa 

while enjoying holiday music on the way. Whether you’re headed 

to Christmas in the Park or Downtown Ice, make the Holly Trolley 

a part of your new holiday tradition.   

      

Read more.                                            Back to Top 
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Multimodal Improvement Plans Pass for 

Mountain View and Santa Clara  

 

At the VTA Board of Directors meeting on November 1, the Board 

approved separate Multimodal Improvement Plans (MIP) for the 

City of Mountain and City of Santa Clara. 

The MIPs had also previously been approved by the respective 

city councils in September 2018. 

These two plans demonstrate the ongoing collaboration between 

VTA and the cities of Santa Clara County to promote multimodal 

improvements (e.g., improvements to transit, pedestrian and 

bicycle facilities) to help address the effects of upcoming growth.  

  

Read more.                                          Back to Top 

 

New Rules Coming to SR 237 Express 

Lanes Next Summer 
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Construction is underway to extend express lanes along State 

Route (SR) 237 west of First Street to Mathilda Avenue, which are 

slated to open next summer. Along with this extension will be new 

operating rules that will help better manage these lanes and 

provide consistency across the region. 

  

Since inception in 2012, SR 237 express lanes have offered a 

more reliable commute for carpoolers, solo drivers who choose to 

pay to use the lanes, and drivers of clean air vehicles (CAVs) – 

with changes coming to drivers of CAVs starting on January 1, 

2019 when white and green stickers expire and new red stickers 

will be distributed to those who qualify per new State legislation. 

  

Read more.                                        Back to Top 
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From: VTA Board Secretary  

Sent: Thursday, November 8, 2018 11:25 AM 

To: VTA Board of Directors 

Cc: Lawson, Jim 

Subject: From VTA: 2018 Election Results 

 

Election Results 

On November 6, 2018, the nation conducted critical elections for all 435 Members of the House 

of Representatives, 35 Senators, 36 Governors, hundreds of state legislators and local 

government officials, and important public transportation ballot measures. With regard to 

Congress, Democrats won control of the U.S. House of Representatives picking up at least 31 

seats. As of the time of publication, Democrats hold a 226-200 majority with nine races 

undeclared (CA-10, CA-39, CA-45, CA-48, CA-49, GA-07, ME-02, NJ-03, and UT-04). At the 

same time, Republicans maintained control of the U.S. Senate and picked up at least two seats. 

Republicans hold a 51-46 majority with three races undeclared (Arizona, Florida, and 

Mississippi). In races for governor, state legislature, and local government, both Democrats and 

Republicans can point to important wins and losses on election night.  

On ballot measures, public transportation was a big winner in this election. On Tuesday, voters 

passed 17 of 20 ballot measures (85 percent) to increase funding for public transportation, and 

two ballot measures remain undeclared, including San Mateo’s Measure W. Among the ballot 

measures, Californians defeated Proposition 6 and preserved more than $5 billion per year in 

dedicated transportation funding. Overall in 2018, public transportation won 30 of 36 ballot 

measures (83 percent).  

In the new 116th Congress, the House of Representatives will have a historic number of new 

Members of Congress—one of every five Members of Congress will be a new Member. For 

instance, at least 12 of 61 (20 percent) Members are not returning to the House Committee on 

Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I Committee). This number is likely to grow as undeclared 

races are announced and some current T&I Committee Members are assigned to exclusive 

committees (e.g., the Committee on Appropriations, Committee on Energy and Commerce). 

Based on experience, APTA staff estimates that the T&I Committee will have at least 15-20 new 

Members in January 2019. Therefore, one-third of the T&I Committee could be new Members. 

The historic number of new Members of the House presents the transportation community 

with an enormous opportunity to educate these Members on the importance of investing in 

our nation's bus and rail systems.  

Leadership and Committee Elections 

Senate: Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and Minority Leader Charles E. "Chuck" 

Schumer (D-NY) are expected to continue in their current positions in the new Congress. Senator 

John Thune (R-SD) is expected to seek the Majority Whip's position, currently held by Senator 



John Cornyn (R-TX). The leadership of several key Senate committees may remain unchanged, 

including:  

 the Committee on Appropriations (Chairman Richard C. Shelby (R-AL) and Ranking 

Member Patrick Leahy (D-VT));  

 the Committee Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee (Chairman Mike Crapo 

(R-ID) and Ranking Member Sherrod Brown (D-OH)); and  

 the Committee on Environment and Public Works (Chairman John Barrasso (R-WY) and 

Ranking Member Thomas R. Carper (D-DE). 

Other critically important committees will see changes. The Committee on Finance will have a 

new Chairman, expected to be Senator Chuck Grassley (R-IA) or Senator Crapo. If Senator 

Crapo became Chairman of the Finance Committee, Senator Patrick J. Toomey (R-PA) would 

have the opportunity to become Chairman of the Banking Committee. Ron Wyden (D-OR) will 

continue as Ranking Member of the Finance Committee. The Committee on Commerce, Science, 

and Transportation will also likely have a new Chairman, Senator Roger F. Wicker (R-MS). The 

status of Ranking Member Bill Nelson (D-FL) is unclear because his reelection is subject to a 

recount at this time. If Senator Nelson is not reelected, Senator Maria Cantwell or Senator Amy 

Klobuchar will likely become Ranking Member of the Commerce Committee. 

The Senate Republican and Democratic Leadership elections are scheduled for November 14. 

House: With Democrats assuming the majority, current Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) is 

running for Speaker of the House and Representative and current Majority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy (R-CA) is running for Minority Leader. Cong. Jim Jordan (R-OH) is expected to 

challenge Cong. McCarthy and it is unclear if Cong. Pelosi will also face a challenger. Cong. 

Peter A. DeFazio (D-OR) will become Chairman of the Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure and Cong. Sam Graves (R-MO) is seeking the Ranking Member position. Cong. 

Jeff Denham (R-CA) may challenge Cong. Graves if Cong. Denham is reelected. In addition, 

Cong. Nita M. Lowey (D-NY) will become Chair of the Committee on Appropriations and 

several Republicans are seeking the Ranking Member position of the Committee. On the 

Committee on Ways and Means, Cong. Richard E. Neal (D-MA) will become Chairman and 

Cong. Kevin Brady (R-TX) will become Ranking Member.  

The House Republican Leadership elections are scheduled for November 14. The House 

Democratic Leadership elections are tentatively scheduled for November 28.  

On or about January 3, 2019, the House will elect the Speaker of the House by conducting a live 

roll call vote on the Floor of the House. To become Speaker of the House, Cong. Pelosi will need 

to win an absolute majority of votes cast (218 of 435 votes) if all Members are voting for specific 

candidates by name. Members voting "present" are not counted for purposes of calculating the 

number of votes cast. 

Jim Lawson 

Director of Government Affairs/Executive Policy Advisor 



Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 North First Street, Building B 
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From: VTA Board Secretary  

Sent: Thursday, November 8, 2018 5:46 PM 

To: VTA Board of Directors 

Subject: VTA Information: November 2018 Standing Committee Agenda Packets  

Importance: High 

 

VTA Board of Directors: 

 

You may now access your VTA CMPP and SSTPO agenda packets via the links below.  

 

 Congestion Management Program and Planning (CMPP) Committee –Thursday, 

November 15, 2018, at 10:00 a.m. – CMPP Agenda Packet 
 

 Safety, Security, and Transit Planning & Operations (SSTPO) Committee – Friday, 

November 16, 2018, at 1:30 p.m. – SSTPO Agenda Packet 
 

Please Note: The November 15th Administration and Finance (A&F) Committee meeting has 

been cancelled. 

Thank you. 

 

 

VTA Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 North First Street, Building B-1 

San Jose, CA 95134-1927 

Phone: 408-321-5680 

 

 

http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/cmpp_111518_packet.pdf
http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/sstpo_111618_packet.pdf

