
From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Monday, October 1, 2018 1:18 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: October 1, 2018 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Monday, October 1, 2018 

1. BART to South Bay Attracting High Tech Companies (KCBS radio) 

2. BART Housing Bill Signed  (NBC Bay Area) 

3. Skanska BART-Transbay Center Connection (ABC7 News) 

4. Company involved with cracked transbay beams also caught up in BART problem (San 

Francisco Chronicle) 

5. California could be rolling all electric buses by 2040 (Mercury News) 

6. Which way is California leaning on gas tax repeal: Roadshow (Mercury News) 

7. Mountain View leads the way on housing growth (Mountain View Voice) 

 

BART to South Bay Attracting High Tech Companies (KCBS radio) 

(Link to audio) 

 

BART Housing Bill Signed  (NBC Bay Area) 

(Link to video) 

 

Skanska BART-Transbay Center Connection (ABC7 News) 

(Link to video) 

Back to Top 

Company involved with cracked transbay beams also caught up in BART problem 

(San Francisco Chronicle) 

http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTEwNTAzNTU2Jk1EU2VlZD00NDcxJlR5cGU9TWVkaWE%3D
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTEwNTAzNDUzJk1EU2VlZD00MzgmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTEwNTAzNDU1Jk1EU2VlZD0yODM0JlR5cGU9TWVkaWE%3D
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/matier-ross/article/Company-involved-with-cracked-transbay-beams-also-13267467.php


Skanska, the engineering firm responsible for the structural steel work at the Transbay Transit 

Center, where two cracked beams were discovered last week, is also at the center of a storm 

involving the $2.3 billion BART extension to the South Bay. 

Just this month it was reported that the opening of BART’s 10-mile extension from Fremont to 

new stations in Milpitas and San Jose could be delayed well into next year after it was 

discovered that workers had installed used or noncompliant communications equipment. 

The electronic components, which control everything from public address systems to passenger 

information signs and fire alarms, need to be replaced. 

The general contractor for the BART extension is a joint venture of Skanska-Shimmick-Herzog, 

although the $1.2 million worth of communications equipment was installed by a 

subcontractor. 

A representative for Skanska referred us to the Valley Transportation Authority, which is 

overseeing construction of the BART extension. 

Authority spokeswoman Bernice Alaniz, said determining how the mistake happened is “still 

under investigation, because there is a whole supply chain” involved. 

In the meantime, subbing out the bad parts could push back the opening of the line from this 

year until the spring of 2019 or later. 
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California could be rolling all electric buses by 2040 (Mercury News) 

Despite worries about how well environmentally friendly electric buses will withstand the 

pounding of everyday traffic, the California Air Resources Board will hold the first of two 

hearings Friday on committing to begin transitioning to a full fleet of zero-emission buses in two 

years. 

Northern California agencies already testing the clean-burning vehicles include AC Transit, 

MUNI, the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority and Monterey-Salinas Transit with 

SamTrans joining the list next year. 

The message is clear. This will be the green light of an electric revolution for public transit with 

the goal to have only electric buses on all city streets by 2040. 

“We absolutely need to start transitioning the fleet to electric buses, but there is certainly a 

learning curve and a transition cost,” said Stuart Cohen, executive director of TransForm, an 

advocacy group in Oakland. “Put on the right routes, e-buses can be a huge win-win. 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/09/27/california-could-be-rolling-all-electric-buses-by-2040/


“They are quieter and smoother to ride, they reduce local air pollution and street noise, and 

when focused on low-income communities of color most impacted by pollution they can be a 

way to reduce the tremendous health disparities in our society.” 

Added SamTrans spokesman Dan Lieberman: “Our board has stated that we’ve purchased our 

last diesel bus.” 

There are 130 electric buses being tested statewide. MUNI hopes to beat the 2040 mandate by 

five years. VTA is running electric buses on Line 10 also known as the Airport Flyer. The VTA will 

likely not purchase any bus using diesel, natural gas or gasoline after 2027. 

The cost of buying an electric bus can be $200,000 more than a diesel or hybrid. Setting up 

charging stations can add thousands more to the startup price tag. 

But maintenance should be less and, of course, fuel costs zilch. Chicago officials say each of its 

electric buses saves $25,000 a year. VTA’s fleet of five electric buses has the potential to reduce 

greenhouse gases by 1,266 tons per year. That’s the equivalent of about 350 passenger vehicles 

driven for one year. 

About 65 percent of VTA’s bus fleet is diesel electric hybrids. By 2022, it plans to replace the 

remaining regular diesel buses with either hybrids or fully electric ones. 

Funds are beginning to come in. The California Air Resources Board voted to invest $130 million 

from the Volkswagen “Dieselgate” settlement to purchase zero-emission transit buses, school 

buses and shuttle buses. And the California Public Utilities Commission made a $760 million 

investment in electric charging infrastructure. Los Angeles recently received a $36 million grant 

from the California Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program to purchase 112 electric buses, 

and California’s $25 million Rural School Bus Pilot Project provides electric bus funding through 

cap-and-trade revenue. 

But there are concerns. Will these buses get the mileage promised, will their batteries remain 

powerful for the 500,000 miles older buses cover over 12 years and will the doors work? 

The Los Angeles Times found Southern California buses stalled on hills, required service calls 

much more frequently than older buses and had unpredictable driving ranges below promised 

distances, which were impaired by the heat, the cold or the way drivers braked. The first five 

buses sent to Los Angeles Metro were pulled off the road after less than five months of service. 

The Monterey-Salinas Transit agency now operates an electric bus along Cannery Row and in 

October will have two more in Salinas. General Manager Carl Sedoryk said  “zero-emission” 

buses have proven to have vastly different performances depending upon everything from local 

temperature, topography, length of routes, and even driver braking and acceleration habits. As 

such, transit operators must plan for the worst case range to avoid having a bus run out of 

power mid-route. 



“The same bus will have different range depending on whether it operates in the Mojave 

Desert versus the Salinas Valley, versus running over the hill from Santa Cruz to San Jose,” he 

said. “Physical and financial constraints of undertaking such an effort has been daunting.” 

Still, the effort to go all-electric is gaining momentum. 

“San Jose purchased enough electric buses to completely convert its airport fleet months ago, 

while VTA has completed one procurement and will be embarking on more soon,” said VTA 

chairman and San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo. “We’re taking action well ahead of the talk.” 
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Which way is California leaning on gas tax repeal: Roadshow (Mercury News) 

Q: There isn’t any money coming from the gas tax to repave anything. It’s getting repealed in 

November. 

David Trish 

A: Don’t be too sure of that. A poll released last week showed a slight majority of voters in 

favor of keeping the state’s 12-cent-a-gallon gas tax and opposing Proposition 6 which would 

repeal the higher tax and various fees to invest $5.4 billion a year to pave our highways and 

streets and refurbish trains and buses. Today is the 25th anniversary of the last time we had 

raised the national gas tax, from 9 cents to 18.3 cents a gallon. And it’s also 25 years since 

California hiked the state fuel tax. 

Q: One thing guaranteed to make traffic worse is repealing the gas tax.  Unless you drive a 

Hummer in from Manteca every day, the tax will be well under $1 a day which is a lot better 

than spending an extra hour in traffic. I think everybody’s time is worth that. 

Brian A. 

A: Apparently that message is beginning hit home. Remember vehicles are 20 percent more 

efficient than in 1993, meaning that drivers are paying less gas tax per mile driven. And 

construction costs are 131 percent higher than in 1993, meaning that asphalt, machinery, and 

labor cost much more than they did 25 years ago. 

Restoring the federal gas tax to its purchasing power as of 1993 would require an increase of 

nearly 33 cents, to 50.8 cents per gallon. And 27 states have raised their gas taxes since 2013. 

The higher state tax will provide ongoing revenues of $17.5 million annually for San Jose. 

Research from the Mineta Transportation Institute indicates that a majority of Americans would 

support higher taxes for transportation, given the right conditions. For instance, 72 percent 

would be OK with a gas tax increase of 10 cents per gallon to improve road maintenance, 

whereas support dropped to just 34 percent if the revenues were to be used “for 

transportation” more generally. 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/10/01/support-increases-for-state-gas-tax-hike-roadshow/


Q: On days before events at Shoreline Amphitheatre in Mountain View there is a sign on 

Shoreline Boulevard announcing the date of a special event and two times marked as LTS and 

DRS. This means bad traffic at these times, but what do LTS and DRS stand for? 

Thomas Vogelsang, Mountain View 

A: LTS is an abbreviation for lots (as in when parking lots open) and DRS is an abbreviation for 

doors (when concertgoers are allowed in the amphitheater). 

Q: Are there plans to add bike lanes anywhere on Saratoga Avenue, maybe from Interstate 280 

to Lawrence Expressway? They’ve added bike lanes to the perpendicular streets but nothing on 

Saratoga. 

M.S. 

A: As part of San Jose’s pavement maintenance program, the city plans to add basic bike lanes 

on Saratoga Avenue between Stevens Creek Boulevard and Williams Road later this fall. 
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Mountain View leads the way on housing growth (Mountain View Voice) 

Data shows city issued nearly one-fifth of all permits in Santa Clara County in 2017 

The Bay Area largely missed the mark on housing growth last year, falling well short of goals set 

for the region and exacerbating an already bad jobs-housing imbalance, according to new data 

released by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC). 

But buried in the grim news are signs that some cities, particularly Mountain View, are making 

strides in combating the housing crisis. The latest data shows Mountain View issued more 

permits for housing in 2017 than it has in the past three decades, amounting to nearly one in 

every five housing permits issued in all of Santa Clara County. 

Data provided to the Voice by MTC shows that Mountain View has issued permits for fewer 

than 300 units, on average, every year going back to 1990. But add in data for 2017 -- when the 

city issued permits for 1,539 units -- and the city's housing growth resembles a hockey stick. 

Every jurisdiction within the county, including unincorporated areas, issued permits for a total 

of 8,263 housing units during the same year, meaning 18.6 percent of the homes were in 

Mountain View. 

The housing data shows the city is punching above its weight. For context, San Jose -- a city with 

a population more than 10 times as big as Mountain View's and sprawling city boundaries 

encompassing more than 180 square miles -- issued permits for 3,097 housing units in the same 

year. 

https://mv-voice.com/news/2018/09/28/mountain-view-leads-the-way-on-housing-growth


It was an exceptional year for Mountain View, said Wayne Chen, the city's assistant director of 

community development. About a half-dozen major residential projects received permits in 

2017, including a 583-unit complex across the street from the San Antonio Shopping Center and 

another 394 apartments along Ferguson Drive in the South Whisman area. While it's tough to 

say if 2018 will be a similar banner year for the city, Chen said 1,360 new units across 20 

projects had been entitled -- meaning they've been approved but still lack permits -- as of July 

1. 

Mountain View stands in stark contrast to some of the neighboring cities in the county, with 

more permits issued than Palo Alto (89 permits), Los Altos (49), Sunnyvale (487), Campbell (80) 

and Cupertino (27) -- combined. 

Mountain View Mayor Lenny Siegel told the Voice that the growth stems from a shift in city 

priorities starting in 2014, when he and council members Pat Showalter and Ken Rosenberg 

were voted into office. He said the election signaled to developers that the city was open to 

building housing, both market-rate and affordable projects, and that city leaders embarked on a 

yearslong effort to plan around an upcoming housing boom. 

"The trick is to not just build housing, but to build complete neighborhoods, complete with 

parks, transit, retail and jobs," he said. 

The city has all the key ingredients for housing growth, said Pilar Lorenzana, deputy director for 

the housing advocacy nonprofit SV@Home. It has the political will, with a solid council majority 

supportive of housing growth that "doesn't exist in Palo Alto," which is why housing production 

has really started to pick up. But the city also has a strong contingent of residents who are 

supportive of the high-growth trajectory, along with private sector developers who see the 

value in building housing in the city. 

"Mountain View is kind of a spark of hope for the valley," Lorenzana said. 

Earlier this month, MTC announced that new data put together by the agency and the 

Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) shows that, overall, the nine-county Bay Area 

struggled to build enough housing to accommodate job growth in the region last year. Newly-

built housing totaled 14,900 units in 2017, but the region also added an estimated 52,700 new 

jobs during the same period, according to the California Employment Development 

Department. 

Permit data, in contrast to MTC's "housing production" measure, shows a more accurate 

picture of near-term growth and a temperature check on the political and development 

landscape of individual cities. 

Even with the extraordinary housing growth in Mountain View, it's unclear whether the city's 

jobs-housing imbalance -- largely seen as the culprit for the housing crisis and worsening traffic 

conditions -- is getting any better. Mountain View added an estimated 4,300 jobs in 2017, 

according to the latest data from the American Community Survey, while the MTC is reporting 

that Mountain View produced a total of 246 units in the same year. 



Siegel said the city doesn't have a lot of control over job growth, and that the added 

employment in Mountain View has happened amid "relatively little" office development. 

Mountain View can steer job growth to some degree, he said, but new housing may not keep 

up. 

Lorenzana said she believes the imbalance has been caused by short-sighted financial decisions 

across the Bay Area's 101 cities. Limits on property tax revenue caused by Proposition 13 

inevitably push cities toward allowing commercial growth, a big money generator, while shying 

away from large, multi-family housing projects. It may increase general fund dollars in the short 

term, she said, but the collective impact is that people don't have a place to live. 

"Unless the cities wake up to the fact that they need to be acting in concert with each other, 

the problem is just going to keep getting exacerbated," she said. 
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From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Monday, October 1, 2018 1:57 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: VTA Information: ADDENDUM to the Oct. 4th Board of Directors Regular Meeting Agenda  
Importance: High 
 

VTA Board of Directors: 
 

Please find attached an addendum to the October 4, 2018, Board of Directors Regular Meeting 

Agenda Item #9 - Closed Session.  

 

You may access the updated agenda packet on our website here. 

 

Thank you. 
 
Office of the Board Secretary 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 North First Street, Building B 
San Jose, CA 95134-1927 
Phone 408-321-5680 

 

 
 
 
Conserve paper. Think before you print. 
 
 

http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/bod_100418_packet.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 

Thursday, October 4, 2018 

 

5:30 p.m. 

 

Board of Supervisors’ Chambers 

County Government Center 

70 West Hedding Street 

San Jose, California 

 

 

ADDENDUM TO AGENDA 

 

 
 

9.1.A.X   Conference with Legal Counsel - Anticipated Litigation 

   [Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(2)] 

 

   Significant Exposure to Litigation 

No. of Potential Cases: 4 

    



From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Tuesday, October 2, 2018 11:16 AM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: VTA Information: Ridership Memo for August 2018  
 

VTA Board of Directors: 

 

Attached is a memorandum from Chief Operating Officer Inez Evans regarding VTA ridership 

for August 2018. 

 

Thank you. 

 
Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Conserve paper. Think before you 
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TO: 

Santa Clara Valley 
Transportation 

Authority 

VTA Board of Directors 

THROUGH: Nuria I. Fernandez Qt(}
General Manager/CEO 

Writer's Direct Telephone: (408) 321-7005 

FROM: Inez Evans \\ '-'-...-~ c::w~ 
Chief Operating Officer ~ 

0 

DATE: October 2, 2018 

SUBJECT: VTA Ridership for August 2018 

August 2018 total monthly system ridership for bus and light rail was 3,1 08,840, a 
decrease of 2.4% over August 2017. Light Rail recorded a 2.2% increase in total 
ridership. Core bus route recorded a 2.4% decrease in average weekday ridership. 
The Local routes recorded a 4.0% decrease in average weekday ridership, while 
Community bus routes recorded a 9.8% decrease in average weekday ridership. 

There were two pre-season football games and one soccer match at the Levi's® 
Stadium in August 2018 that recorded an average of 10,269 riders per event. In 
August 2017, there were two pre-season football events that recorded an average of 
8,315 riders per event. 

August 2018 total monthly ridership recorded a 9.9% increase compared to July 
2018. Ridership change from July to August typically averages +7.0%. 

Percent 
Percent 

Ridership Aug-2018 Aug-2017 
Change 

July- 2018 Change 

Bus 2,338,221 2,432,025 -3.9% 2,116,725 10.5% 
Light Rail 770,619 753,926 2.2% 712,455 8.2% 
System 3,108,840 3,185,951 -2.4% 2,829,180 9.9% 

~~)I r-Jortll Fw,t St l t:t·l Ad tt llllht t.ttuJn 10 ~ l 
5. tt l JO')t • CA9~ 1 ~·1 1')71 CU!. lOitll'r r"'lllll' It) Solutions that m ove you 



Four key core routes, lines 64, 72, 73 and 522 recorded an overall average weekday 
ridership improvement of 8.6% over August 2017. Line 522 recorded a 5.1% 
improvement over August 2017 as shown in the table below: 

Route Aug-2018 Aug-2017 Difference Percent Change 
72 2,634 2,267 367 16.2% 
522 6,799 6,467 332 5.1% 
73 2,752 2,428 324 13.3% 
64 3,043 2,857 186 6.5% 
Totals 15,228 14,019 1,209 8.6% 

48 of the 69 bus routes, or 70%, did not meet the weekday standards as defined in 
the Service Design Guidelines. The top five core routes and light rail stations that 
had the most average weekday ridership declines are shown in the table below: 

Route Aug-2018 Aug-2017 Difference Percent Change 
22 9,628 10,339 (711) -6.9% 
23 6,099 6,553 (454) -6.9% 
60 1,671 1,892 (221) -11.7% 
66 5,260 5,479 (219) -4.0% 
55 1,729 1,928 (199) -10.3% 
Totals 24,387 26,191 (1,804) -6.9% 

Station Aug-2018 Aug-2017 Difference Percent Change 
Mountain View Station 1,156 1,401 (245) -17.5% 
Great America Station 293 429 (136) -31.7% 
Bay Pointe Station 272 366 (94) -25.7% 
Fair Oaks Station 246 322 (76) -23.6% 
Moffett Park Station 206 276 (70) -25.4% 
Totals 2,173 2,794 (621) -22.2% 

The fiscal year-to-date total system ridership for bus and light rail recorded a 2.8% 

decrease. 

Ridership 

Bus 
Light Rail 
System 

(Current) 
Jul' 18-Aug' 18 

4,454,946 
1,483,074 
5,930,020 

(Prior) 
Jul' 17-Aug' 17 

4 ,628,653 
1,477,670 
6,106,323 

Percent 
Change 

-3.8% 
-0.4% 
-2.8% 



From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Tuesday, October 2, 2018 4:47 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: October 2, 2018 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Tuesday, October 2, 2018 

1. San Mateo County exempt from BART fare evasion crackdown (ABC 7 News) 
2. BART’s new fare evasion problem: One whole county exempt from crackdown (San Francisco 

Chronicle) 

San Mateo County exempt from BART fare evasion crackdown (ABC 7 News) 

BART's effort to crack down on fare evaders has led to thousands of citations since the program 

launched in March, but no ticket has been issued in San Mateo County. The Peninsula is exempt 

from enforcement as a result of a decades old decision. 

 

It happens all the time throughout the BART system, jumping and bypassing the fare gates. 

Paying customers take notice. 

 

"It's just kind of upsetting, you don't want to necessarily call someone out on it but at the same 

time you would hope that there would be better systems in place for catching that kind of 

thing," said BART rider Jaime Babeaux. 

 

BART launched an enforcement operation in March to crack down on fare evaders. Riders are 

asked for proof of payment and fare cheats are given a $75 citation. But San Mateo County is 

exempt from the program. 

 

Back when the BART district was formed in the sixties, San Mateo County opted out -- which 

means the same rules that apply in Alameda, San Francisco and Contra Costa County don't 

apply on the Peninsula. 

 

"We have this system. It's existed for a really long time but we haven't been able to adjust to 

modern times with respect to our transit systems and this is just an example of it," said Randy 

Rentschler of the Metropolitan Transportation Commission. 

 

https://abc7news.com/san-mateo-co-exempt-from-bart-fare-evasion-crackdown/4388647/


A few BART board members have voiced concerns with the exemption, but so far there are no 

plans to do anything about it. Peninsula residents we talked with say inspectors should be 

allowed to look for fare cheats everywhere. 

 

"I think it's needed everywhere. I see it enough on a daily basis," said BART rider Marvin 

Blanton. 

 

"I think everyone's using the same system. They're all benefiting from the same maintenance. I 

don't think there should be any exemptions really," said BART rider Bill Babeaux. 

 

The lack of enforcement in San Mateo County is just one of the issues BART is dealing with. 

Another is over payment. Only 10 percent of the roughly 3,800 people who've been issued 

citations so far have paid their fines. 

 

BART’s new fare evasion problem: One whole county exempt from crackdown 

(San Francisco Chronicle) 

BART has a problem with its crackdown on fare evaders, one that even many board members 

didn’t know existed: The transit agency’s new team of blue-vested enforcers can’t ticket cheats 

at any of six stations in San Mateo County. 

Riders in Daly City, Colma, South San Francisco, San Bruno, Millbrae and at San Francisco 

International Airport will not encounter the sting operations that regularly occur at other 

stations, in which civilian inspectors stand atop stairwells or in front of elevators, checking 

everyone who comes by and issuing $75 citations. 

BART police officers can still cite fare evaders under the state penal code. However, it turns out 

the agency cannot impose any of its internal ordinances in San Mateo County or at the planned 

Silicon Valley extension in San Jose, which would be operated by BART but owned by the Santa 

Clara Valley Transportation Authority. 

San Mateo County opted out of the system back in 1961 — years before trains began rattling 

across the region — and only recently did the transit agency begin its expansion into Santa 

Clara. 

That throws a wrench into the BART fare enforcement operation that was passed last October 

and launched in March, and it’s also prevented the agency from laying down other rules. The 

law that Gov. Jerry Brown signed on Sunday to kick-start housing development in BART parking 

lots will not apply south of San Francisco. 

A man jumps the turnstile at the BART station at Civic Center despite gates that were installed 

(seen at left and right) to deter fare evasion in San Francisco. 

Photo: Gabrielle Lurie / The Chronicle 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/BART-s-new-fare-evasion-problem-One-whole-13270397.php


The restriction is one of several obstacles BART officials face as they try to quell fare beaters. A 

chief challenge is that just 10 percent of the roughly 3,800 people who have been cited by 

inspectors for riding without proof of payment have actually paid their fines. 

 

The district line has existed for decades. But it became a point of contention this week when 

BART’s board voted to expand the fare enforcement program amid concerns that it’s not 

effective and not being applied equally. A report released Thursday showed that African 

Americans receive nearly half the citations, even though they represent about 12 percent 

of BART’s ridership. 

Until last week, when agency staff brought the issue up in a presentation to the board and after 

they were contacted by The Chronicle, at least four directors were unaware of the problem. 

Those directors said they are alarmed that a whole subset of passengers may never have to 

walk through the checkpoints. 

“It shouldn’t be that you don’t have to pay your fair share in one set of stations, but you have to 

pay everywhere else,” said Board Director Nick Josefowitz, who represents San Francisco. 

He vowed to bring the system’s proof-of-payment ordinance to San Mateo County, even if it 

requires a change in state law. 

Yet it’s unclear if Josefowitz and other board members can rally the political will to change the 

BART Act, a 1965 law that created the district, drawing its perimeter around three counties: San 

Francisco, Alameda and Contra Costa. 

Residents outside those areas don’t contribute property taxes to BART or elect representatives 

to the transit system’s board. They only pay a nominal amount of sales tax to keep the trains 

running. 

“The real issue for BART is that it’s a jury-rigged, baling-wire transit system where everything’s 

knotted together,” said Randy Rentschler, legislative director at the Bay Area’s Metropolitan 

Transportation Commission. 

He views the agency’s fare enforcement quandary as an outcropping of a transportation 

network that was designed in the 1960s and doesn’t make sense now. Riders pay an extra $1.44 

surcharge to get over the San Mateo County line, but county residents pay almost nothing to 

have BART serve their communities. 

Rentschler and others fear that BART’s inability to govern these stations is hamstringing the 

agency. Gate-hoppers and other scofflaws deplete up to $25 million a year from BART’s coffers, 

and the problem is spread throughout the system. 

“What BART’s trying to do is important,” Rentschler said. “The question is how to do it in a way 

that’s fair.” 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Nearly-half-of-BART-fare-evasion-citations-go-to-13264277.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Nearly-half-of-BART-fare-evasion-citations-go-to-13264277.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/crime/article/Two-thirds-of-people-banned-from-BART-are-black-13053123.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/crime/article/Two-thirds-of-people-banned-from-BART-are-black-13053123.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/BART-directors-to-evaluate-program-to-crack-down-12995645.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/BART-directors-to-evaluate-program-to-crack-down-12995645.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/BART-pegs-fare-cheat-losses-at-15-million-to-25-11082222.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/BART-dogged-by-fare-cheats-may-replace-all-600-13166401.php


Some directors worry that uneven enforcement between counties will exacerbate racial 

disparities in the proof-of-payment program. 

“I think this deserves an investigation,” said Board Director Lateefah Simon, whose district 

stretches from the city of Richmond to San Francisco’s Embarcadero. She voted against 

expanding the program on Thursday. 

Though most of her colleagues support the proof-of-payment crackdown, several were 

blindsided when BART Police Chief Carlos Rojas said Thursday that San Mateo County is off-

limits. 

“That’s not going to be acceptable at any level,” said Board Director John McPartland, whose 

district spans from Castro Valley to Dublin/Pleasanton. 

He pointed out that if BART has no authority in San Mateo, “We’re going to have the same 

problem in San Jose in the near future.” 

But it won’t be easy to redraw a transit district that’s been in place for half a century, 

particularly if it means enacting new taxes in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties and changing 

the structure of BART’s board. 

There might be easier solutions, Josefowitz said. He suggested BART could press state 

legislation to give the transit agency authority over the counties it serves, or persuade San 

Mateo County to pass its own ordinance to follow BART’s rules. 

Either way, Josefowitz said he would pursue whatever changes are necessary to make every 

rider pay up. 
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From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Wednesday, October 3, 2018 2:21 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: October 3, 2018 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Wednesday, October 3, 2018 

1. Santa Clara VTA slates TOD meetings (Progressive Railroading) 

2. Electric cars, some carpoolers may lose free ride on Highway 237: Roadshow (Mercury 

News) 

3. California to alter road construction signs that gas-tax repeal supporters see as 

improper political advocacy (LA Times) 

4. Did Becerra’s wording on Prop. 6 have something to do with new support? (San 

Francisco Chronicle) 

 

Santa Clara VTA slates TOD meetings (Progressive Railroading) 

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) has scheduled three meetings to update 

residents and businesses on transit-oriented development (TOD) plans at light-rail stations. 

 

The agency's developer selection panel will discuss how the land can be used, VTA officials said 

in a press release.  

 

According to agency policy, each housing site in a TOD project must dedicate at least 20 percent 

of the units to affordable housing. 

 

This summer, VTA issued requests for proposals (RFPs) for TOD projects near the Curtner and 

Blossom Hill light-rail stations. The agency also called for a TOD project next to the new Milpitas 

Intermodal Transit Center, which is served by VTA light rail and Bay Area Rapid Transit. The 

RFPs are due this fall. 

 

The meetings will be held Oct. 10 for the Curtner Station project, Oct. 25 for Blossom Hill 

Station development and Nov. 15 for the Milpitas Transit Center. 

 

https://www.progressiverailroading.com/passenger_rail/news/Santa-Clara-VTA-slates-TOD-meetings--55778
http://www.vta.org/
https://www.progressiverailroading.com/rail_industry_trends/news/Santa-Clara-VTA-seeks-transit-oriented-developers--55117


"VTA has two main objectives in its pursuit of TOD. First and foremost is to increase ridership, 

by making transit more accessible to housing, retail and jobs," agency officials said. "This 

development also creates important long term, sustainable revenue sources for VTA, by 

providing long-term ground leases to developers." 

Back to Top 

Electric cars, some carpoolers may lose free ride on Highway 237: Roadshow 

(Mercury News) 

Q: I carpool on Highway 237 and my riding buddy asked a question for which I had no answer. 

When the express lane extension work is done, will we need to purchase a FasTrak 

transponder? Now we don’t need one. 

M. Guzman, Hayward 

A: Eventually, it seems, yes. On Thursday, the VTA will send an update to its board on likely 

changes looming on 237. A biggie will be to charge owners of electric cars a toll which is why 

transponders will be required. They’ll get a 15 percent discount on tolls that range from 30 

cents to $8. 

In addition, carpoolers of two will likely have to pay a fee but with a 50 percent discount. 

Carpools of three or more will ride free. When the Interstate 880 express lanes open in another 

year or so, the 3-plus rule will likely be the rule there and when toll lanes open on highways 85 

and 101. Tolls on 237 have ranged from 30 cents to $8. 

In addition, the VTA will get the OK to use of cameras to capture license plates of violators on 

237. 

Q: They’ve changed the lanes on Highway 84 at Concannon Boulevard and Vineyard Avenue in 

Livermore. Why? 

Fred E., Livermore 

A: To get ready for the final repaving of the highway. Caltrans is widening a 2.4-mile section of 

Route 84 from Ruby Hill Drive to Concannon from two to four lanes. The new lanes are 

expected to open late this year, but some work will linger into the spring. 

Q: When it comes to potholes, Berkeley streets are the worst. 

Rafe Husain 

A: Not the worst, but close enough. Streets in Berkeley and Oakland are rated in the “at risk” 

category, meaning repairs are needed soon to avoid more potholes. 

Like Mr. Roadshow’s Facebook page for more questions and answers about Bay Area roads, 

freeways and commuting. 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/10/03/electric-cars-some-carpoolers-may-lose-free-ride-on-highway-237-roadshow/
http://bayareane.ws/mrroadshowfb


Q: Will the DMV do anything about smoking Tennessee trucks running on Bay Area roads? Can 

we report them by calling 1-800-EXHAUST for bad exhaust vehicles? 

Bill Ashurst, Danville 

A: Yes you can. 

Q: The 80-year-old young man, Matt Dhillon, asked you if he could apply for a Real ID card and 

a Senior ID card at the same time at the DMV. Your answer was yes. But help. What the heck is 

a Senior ID and what’s it used for? I’ve been a senior for quite a while and I’ve never heard of it; 

hence I’ve never had one. Am I missing out on something? 

Cynthia Earl, Fremont 

A:  The DMV issues identification cards to persons of any age. The ID card looks like a driver 

license but is used for identification purposes only. A regular ID card is valid for six birthdates 

from the date of application, and a senior citizen ID card is valid for eight birthdates from the 

date of application. To qualify for a senior citizen ID card, you must be 62 or older. 

California to alter road construction signs that gas-tax repeal supporters see as 

improper political advocacy (LA Times) 

California’s transportation agency will remove a website address from roadside construction 

signs that proponents of Proposition 6 say are an improper use of taxpayer resources to 

campaign against the gas-tax repeal initiative, officials said Tuesday. 

The decision to alter the signs was made after the Federal Highway Administration raised 

concerns about another issue involving the placards: Whether the long website address would 

cause motorists to take their eyes off the road for too long and put public safety at risk, said 

Matt Rocco, a Caltrans spokesman. 

“They are all about trying to reduce any kind of distraction,” Rocco said of the federal agency. 

“We are going to remove the website from the signs.” 

The signs say “Your Tax Dollars at Work. Rebuilding California,” include a logo for SB 1, the gas 

tax law, and provide the state website address www.rebuildingca.ca.gov, which has information 

on how last year’s decision to increase the gas tax and vehicle fees is helping repair roads and 

bridges. 

Proposition 6 leaders say the signs are an improper use of taxpayer funds to campaign against 

the initiative on the November ballot. 

However, federal safety engineer Steve Pyburn emailed the California Department of 

Transportation about the signs being a distraction, saying they do not comply with federal 

standards for the amount of lettering on highway signs. 

“Our headquarters has advised us, ‘This sign’s design is particularly egregious. It is quite 

complicated and contains many unacceptable elements,’” Pyburn said in the email. 

http://www.latimes.com/politics/essential/la-pol-ca-essential-politics-may-2018-htmlstory.html
http://www.latimes.com/politics/essential/la-pol-ca-essential-politics-may-2018-htmlstory.html
http://www.rebuildingca.ca.gov/
http://www.latimes.com/politics/essential/la-pol-ca-essential-politics-may-2018-orange-county-lawmaker-elected-by-gas-1532987280-htmlstory.html


The letter does not mention the complaint by Proposition 6 proponents that the signs are 

political. But it does point out that federal standards prohibit logos and symbols promoting 

“items or programs of the state.” 

The Proposition 6 campaign allegations of improper taxpayer-funded political 

advocacy including the highway signs resulted Tuesday in U.S. Rep. Ken Calvert (R-Corona) 

sending a letter to the inspector general for the U.S. Department of Transportation to ask for an 

investigation. 

Calvert asked the inspector general to look into whether public agencies “have used 

government resources to engage in efforts to dissuade voters” from approving Proposition 6. 

Back to Top 

Did Becerra’s wording on Prop. 6 have something to do with new support? (San 

Francisco Chronicle) 

Despite early widespread support for repealing last year’s gas tax increase, fresh polling by the 

Public Policy Institute of California shows a majority of voters now oppose Proposition 6. 

The most likely explanation for the flip is the wording of Prop. 6, which was approved by 

Attorney General Xavier Becerra. 

Rather than describing Prop. 6 as a gas tax repeal, the title states in bold letters: “Eliminates 

certain road repair and transportation funding. Requires certain fuel taxes and vehicle fees to 

be approved by the electorate.” 

The wording is pretty much in sync with the message being delivered by the construction trades 

and others in a multimillion-dollar TV campaign, just getting under way, to defeat it. 

Upshot: The PPIC poll found just 39 percent of likely voters favored Prop. 6 and 52 percent 

opposed it when read the title as it will appear on the ballot. 

“No question that the wording has implications for how people are responding to a measure 

that seeks to repeal the gas tax,” PPIC president Mark Baldassare tells us. “And that’s a 

function not just of pointing out the repeal, but what some of the consequences are.” 

Back to Top 
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https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/matier-ross/article/Did-Becerra-s-wording-on-Prop-6-have-something-13276626.php


From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Thursday, October 4, 2018 1:53 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: VTA Information: Comments/amendment pertaining to Oct. 4th Board Meeting Agenda Items 
Importance: High 
 

VTA Board of Directors: 
 

We are forwarding the following attached correspondence and staff corrections to agenda items 

related to the October 4, 2018, Board of Directors Meeting:  

 

 
 
Copies will be provided at the meeting. 
 

Thank you. 
 
Office of the Board Secretary 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 North First Street, Building B 
San Jose, CA 95134-1927 
Phone 408-321-5680 

 

 
 
 
Conserve paper. Think before you print. 
 
 

From Topic 

Member of the Public Comment regarding Agenda Item #5.4 – Ad Hoc Financial 

Stability Committee Chairperson’s Report 

Member of the Public Comment regarding Consent Agenda Item #6.7 – Agreement 

for the Transfer and Sale of Buses from Valley Transportation 

Authority (VTA) to Santa Cruz Metro 

VTA Staff Minor corrections on Attachment A (pages 3 and 8) of Regular 

Agenda Item #7.1 - FY 2018 SR 237 Express Lanes 

Operational Report  

http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/bod_100418_packet.pdf


Item 5.4 

From: D. Muirhead  
Sent: Sunday, September 30, 2018 1:58 PM 
To: VTA Board Secretary 
Subject: VTA Board of Directors Thursday, October 4, 2018 Item #5.4: Ad Hoc Financial Stability 
Committee Report 
 
Comments for the Public Record for: 
  Valley Transportation Authority Board of Directors 
    Thursday, October 4, 2018 
      Item #5.4: Ad Hoc Financial Stability Committee Report 
  --- 
Dear Valley Transportation Authority Board of Directors, 
 
I am disappointed in your decision to defer any activity by the Ad Hoc Financial Stability Committee until 
after the November elections. 
 
Rather than preparing for an uncertain future, you are adopting a reactive stance. 
 
You saw the engagement by the stakeholders at the breakout sessions at the June 8 committee meeting. 
You also saw the disappointment among the stakeholders and members of the public at the August 17 
meeting when we learned that the Chair was not intending to follow through on the expected discussion 
based on the breakout session results. Instead, she planned to only approve mitigation measures 
proposed by staff. This was not well received and the Chair eventually withdrew that plan. 
 
But rather than continue to evaluate options to be used under various future funding conditions, and 
then select an appropriate package based on anticipated revenues and expenses following Court and 
Voter decisions, you have chosen to waste the momentum of the stakeholders and just wait and then 
react. 
 
This lack of preparedness is aggravated by the multiple delays in starting BART service (and never an 
announced plan on how you will prevent the next delay) which prevents an analysis of ridership and 
revenue improvement from the Next Network re-design. What is our real structural deficit? 
  --- 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Doug Muirhead, Morgan Hill 



Item 6.7 

From: Eugene Bradley 
Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2018 9:19 AM 
To: VTA Board Secretary 
Subject: Re: Consent Agenda Item 6.7 @ 10/4/2018 VTA BOD Meeting 
 
Silicon Valley Transit Users 
Mountain View, CA 
October 4, 2018 
 
 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority Board Of Directors 
3331 N. First Street 
San Jose, CA 95134 
 
VTA Board Of Directors' members and staff: 
 
I regret being unable to attend tonight's Board Of Directors' meetings since April.  I have been at home 
tending to my mother, who suffered a stroke on January 1. 
 
I have some questions regarding Consent Agenda Item 6.7.  This involves approval of the sale of four (4) 
articulated buses and the transfer of ten 
(10) 2014 Gillig "Advantage" hybrid commuter buses to Santa Cruz Metro for the Highway 17 express 
bus service. 
 
I understand that VTA wants to charge Santa Cruz METRO a total of $50,976.37 for the transfer and 
decommissioning of these buses.  Will that money go towards VTA's Operating Budget? 
 
I also understand that VTA will be spending $381,000 (Fiscal Year 2019 budget) on helping to operate 
the Highway 17 Express buses, along with Santa Cruz METRO. How will this  express bus transfer impact 
that operating budget item?  From what I have read from Santa Cruz METRO, they are planning on 
buying electric-powered commuter buses for future Highway 17 Express bus service.  (In fact, the agency 
recently borrowed an MCI "over-the-road" commuter bus from Golden Gate Transit for testing to justify 
an upgrade to such buses in the future.) 
 
Finally, the VTA Staff report on Agenda Item 6.7 does not mention how much money VTA will save by 
not having ten express buses in its fleet.  How much money is VTA expected to save by not having ten 
express buses in its fleet? 
While I understand these buses only run during weekday peak period hours and thus have low mileage, 
it sends another subtle message that VTA's long-term operating plan is to eliminate all "express" transit 
service in Silicon Valley.  As private automobile traffic worsens, this is a poor strategy. 
 
As always, your written response to these questions is appreciated. 
 
Eugene Bradley 
Founder, Silicon Valley Transit Users 
http://www.svtransitusers.org/ 
 

http://www.svtransitusers.org/


 

(l) “HOV-2” shall mean a vehicle having two or more occupants. 

 

(m) “HOV-3” shall mean a vehicle having three or more occupants. 

 

(n) “Hours of Operation” of Silicon Valley Express Lanes shall mean 

the hours when VTA is charging Toll on any day within the 

maximum hours of operation set forth in Appendix A to this 

ordinance and as displayed displaced on VTA signs and other official signs or 

traffic control devices.  The Hours of Operation shall not extend 

beyond the hours when the zone is otherwise restricted to use by 

high occupancy vehicles.    

 

(o) “License Plate FasTrak® Account” shall mean an account 

established with BATA or any other members of CTOC to 

administer the payment of tolls without the use of a 

Transponder. 

 

(p) "Motorist" shall mean the registered owner, rentee, lessee and/or 

driver of a Vehicle. 

 

(q) "Notice of Delinquent Toll Evasion Violation" shall mean the 

written notice provided to the registered owner of a Vehicle 

when a Penalty has not been timely received by VTA. 

(r) "Notice of Toll Evasion Violation" shall mean the written 

notice provided to the registered owner of a Vehicle which has 

committed a Violation. 

 

(s) “Pay-by-Plate” shall mean the use of on-road vehicle license 

plate identification recognition technology to accept payment 

of tolls in accordance with BATA or CTOC policies. 

 

(t) "Penalty" shall mean the monetary amounts assessed to each 

toll Violation, including the unpaid Tolls, the Toll Evasion 

Penalty and the Delinquent Penalty, and constitutes a toll 

evasion penalty under Code section 40252. 

 

(u) "Processing Agency" shall mean VTA, or the contractor or 

vendor designated by VTA, as the party responsible for the 

processing of the notices of toll evasion. 

 

(v) “Repeat Violator" shall mean any registered owner for whom 

more than five (5) Notices of Toll Evasion Violation have been 

issued in any calendar month within the preceding twelve (12) 

month period. 

 

(w) “Silicon Valley Express Lanes” shall mean express lanes on I-

880/SR 237 and US 101/SR 85 corridors.   
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and for contesting the alleged Violation and appealing 
an adverse decision in accordance with Section 10 of 
this Ordinance,  

(11)  the Due Date, which is also the date by which the 
written explanation of contest must be received by 
 the Processing Agency VTA, and  

(12)  a statement that there will be additional court costs and 
fees incurred by the Motorist according to the local 
jurisdiction rules if collection is pursued through court 
action. 

 
(b) The Notice of Toll Evasion Violation shall contain, or be 

accompanied an affidavit of non-liability and information of 
what constitutes non-liability, information as to the effect of 
executing the affidavit, and instructions for returning the 
affidavit to the Processing Agency. 

 
(c) If the affidavit of non-liability is returned to the Processing 

Agency within twenty-one (21) days of the issuance of the 
Notice of Toll Evasion Violation together with proof that the 
driver at the time of the Violation did not possess express or 
implied consent to drive the Vehicle as evidenced by a stolen 
vehicle police report and if the Processing Agency is satisfied 
that the registered owner is not responsible for the Violation, 
the Processing Agency shall cancel the Notice of Toll Evasion 
Violation and make an adequate record of the reasons. 

 
(d) If the affidavit of non-liability is returned to the Processing 

Agency by the Due Date with proof that the registered owner 
given the Notice of Toll Evasion Violation has made a bona fide 
sale or transfer of the Vehicle and has delivered possession 
thereof to the purchaser prior to the date of the alleged Violation 
and either (1) such owner has complied with section 5602 of the 
Code, or (2) the Processing Agency is satisfied with evidence 
that establishes that the transfer of ownership and possession of 
the Vehicle occurred prior to the date of the alleged Violation, 
and has obtained verification from the Department, then the 
Processing  Agency shall terminate proceedings against the 
originally served registered owner and proceed against the new 
owner of the Vehicle. 

 
(e) If the affidavit of non-liability is returned to the Processing 

Agency by the Due Date of the Notice of Toll Evasion 
Violation together with the proof of an executed written rental 
agreement or lease between a bona fide renting or leasing 
company and its customer that identifies the rentee or lessee 
and provides the driver's license number, name and address of 
the rentee or lessee, the Processing Agency shall serve or mail 
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From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Friday, October 5, 2018 11:25 AM 
To: VTA Board of Directors; VTA Advisory Committee Members 
Subject: From VTA: Curtner Station Joint Development Project - Community Meeting on October 10, 
2018 
 

VTA Board of Directors and VTA Advisory Committee Members: 

 

A Community Meeting regarding the Curtner Station Joint Development Project will be held on 

the following date/time: 

 

DATE:            Wednesday, October 10, 2018 

TIME:             6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

LOCATION:  San Jose Scottish Rite, 2455 Masonic Drive, San Jose 95125 

 

Please see attached meeting notice.  For more information on the project, please click on the link: 
www.vta.org/curtnerstation 

 

Thank you. 

 
 
 
VTA Office of the Board Secretary 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 North First Street, Building B-1 
San Jose, CA 95134-1927 
Phone: 408-321-5680 
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Community Meeting
Curtner Station Joint Development Project

Reunión comunitaria
Desarrollo Conjunto y Orientado hacia el Transporte Público en la Estación Curtner

10 de octubre de 2018,  6:00 a 7:30 p.m.
San Jose Scottish Rite, 2455 Masonic Drive, San Jose, 95125

Estimado vecino:

Le invitamos a una reunión comunitaria y actualización sobre los planes de Desarrollo Conjunto y Orientado hacia el 
Transporte Público en la Estación Curtner los cuales siguen en curso. Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) 
ha emitido una Solicitud de Propuesta (RFP, por sus siglas en inglés) con el objetivo de obtener propuestas de 
constructores cali�cados para edi�car un desarrollo de uso mixto orientado hacia el transporte público (TOD, por sus 
siglas en inglés) en el área de estacionamiento del Centro de Trasbordos Curtner de VTA. 

Miembros del personal presentarán esta información actualizada y estarán a su disposición para responder a sus 
preguntas en ese evento.  

Les pedimos a las personas que requieran traducción a otro idioma durante la reunión que se comuniquen con 
Difusión Comunitaria de VTA llamando al (408) 321-7575/TTY (408) 321-2330, o enviando un mensaje por correo 
electrónico a community.outreach@vta.org. Información adicional disponible en www.vta.org/curtnerstation.

Cuộc Họp Cộng Đồng
Công Trình Kết Hợp Trạm Curtner và Chú Trọng đến Vận Chuyển Công Cộng

Ngày 10 tháng Mười, 2018,  6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
San Jose Scottish Rite, 2455 Masonic Drive, San Jose, 95125

Quý vị láng giềng thân mến,

Mời quý vị cùng chúng tôi tham dự một buổi họp cộng đồng và cập nhật tin tức về các kế hoạch Công Trình Kết Hợp 
Trạm Curtner và Chú Trọng đến Vận Chuyển Công Cộng đang được xúc tiến. Cơ Quan Vận Chuyển Thung Lũng Santa 
Clara (VTA) đã ban hành Yêu Cầu Ðề Xuất (RFP) để thu nhận ý kiến đề xuất của các chủ xây dựng đủ điều kiện để xây 
một công trình sử dụng hỗn hợp chú trọng đến vận chuyển công cộng (TOD) trong khu vực Ðậu Xe của Trung Tâm Vận 
Chuyển Công Cộng Curtner của VTA.  

Nhân viên sẽ trình bày tin tức cập nhật này cho quý vị và sẵn lòng giải đáp mọi thắc mắc của quý vị.   

Những người yêu cầu dịch vụ thông dịch tại buổi họp cần liên lạc với ban Tiếp Cận Cộng Ðồng của VTA tại số   
(408) 321-7575/TTY (408) 321-2330, hoặc email community.outreach@vta.org, trễ nhất là ngày 3 tháng Mười, 2018.   
Tìm hiểu thêm tại www.vta.org/curtnerstation.
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October 10, 2018,  6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
San Jose Scottish Rite, 2455 Masonic Drive, San Jose, 95125

Dear Neighbor,

Join us for a community meeting and update on the Curtner Station Joint 
and Transit-Oriented Development plans that are moving forward. The 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) has issued a Request for 
Proposal (RFP) seeking proposals from quali�ed developers to build a 
mixed-use transit oriented development (TOD) on VTA’s Curtner Transit 
Center Parking area. 

Staff will present this update to you and be available to answer your 
questions at this time.  

Individuals who require language translation at the meeting are requested 
to contact VTA Community Outreach at (408) 321-7575/TTY (408) 321-2330, 
or email community.outreach@vta.org, by October 3, 2018.  Additional 
information available www.vta.org/curtnerstation.
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October 10, 2018
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

San Jose Scottish Rite
2455 Masonic Drive, San Jose, 95125

1809-1678

Mababasa mo ba ang dokumentong ito?
Kung hindi, maari kaming kumuha ng taong tutulong sa iyo na basahin ito. Para sa libreng tulong,
mangyaring tumawag sa VTA Community Outreach sa (408) 321-7575.



From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Friday, October 5, 2018 1:02 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: VTA Information: Updated Oct. 4th Board of Directors Agenda Packet 
 

VTA Board of Directors: 

 

The October 4, 2018, Board of Directors Agenda Packet has now been updated to include 

presentations, handouts, and Reading Folder materials distributed at the meeting for the 

following agenda items: 

 Agenda Item #3 – Public Comment 

 Agenda Item #5.1 – Citizens Advisory Committee Chairperson’s Report 

 Agenda Item #5.2 – Policy Advisory Committee Chairperson’s Report 

 Agenda Item #5.4 – Ad Hoc Financial Stability Committee Chairperson’s Report [Public 

Comment] 

 Agenda Item #6.7 – Agreement for the Transfer and Sale of Buses from Valley 

Transportation Authority (VTA) to Santa Cruz Metro [Public Comment] 

 Agenda Item #7.1 – Silicon Valley Express Lanes Program Toll Ordinance 

 Agenda Item #7.2 – 2018 Transportation Systems Monitoring Program Report 

 Agenda Item #8.1 – General Manager’s Report 

 Agenda Item #8.1.A – Government Affairs Update 

 Agenda Item #8.4.A – September 21, 2018, Safety, Security, and Transit Planning and 

Operations Regular Meeting Minutes (Unapproved) 

 Agenda Item #8.4.D – Caltrain JPB Meeting Summary 

You may access the updated agenda packet on our website here.  (Please note that you may need 

to refresh your browser to view the updated content.) 

Thank you. 
 
Office of the Board Secretary 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 North First Street, Building B 
San Jose, CA 95134-1927 
Phone 408-321-5680 

 

 
 
Conserve paper. Think before you print. 
 

http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/bod_100418_packet.pdf


From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Friday, October 5, 2018 2:05 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors; VTA Advisory Committee Members 
Subject: From VTA: Notice of Availability of a Draft 2nd SEIR for the Eastridge to BART Regional 
Connector: Capitol Expressway Light Rail Project 
 

VTA Board of Directors,  

VTA Eastridge to BART Regional Connector Policy Advisory Board Members,  

VTA Advisory Committee Members: 
 

Attached to this email is the Notice of Availability (NOA) of a Draft Second Supplemental 

Environmental Impact Report (SEIR-2) for the Eastridge to BART Regional Connector: Capitol 

Expressway Light Rail Project (project). The project would extend light rail along Capitol 

Expressway between the existing Alum Rock Light Rail Station and Eastridge Transit Center in 

the City of San Jose.  

 

A Supplemental EIR is prepared only if minor additions or changes would be necessary to make 

the previous EIR adequately apply to the changed situation. According to Section 15163(b) of 

the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, the SEIR needs to only contain 

the information necessary to make the previous EIR adequate for the project as revised. 

 

The NOA contains the project description, location, public review period dates, public meeting 

information, summary of significant impacts, presence of hazardous materials sites within the 

project area pursuant to California Government Code Section 65962.5, and information on where 

the draft document can be found for review. Additional information on this project, including the 

Draft SEIR-2 and previous environmental documents, can be found online at 

www.vta.org/eastridgetobart.  

 

VTA is seeking your comments on the Draft SEIR-2. Comments are due by 5:00pm on Monday, 

November 19, 2018.  

 

A Public Meeting and Open House is scheduled for October 18, 2018, 6:00 p.m. at the Hank 

Lopez Center, 1694 Adrian Way. The meeting notice is attached. 

 

If you have any questions about the Draft SEIR-2, please feel free to contact Christina Jaworski, 

Senior Environmental Planner, at (408) 321-5789 or Christina.Jaworski@vta.org. 

 

Thank you. 

 
 
 
VTA Office of the Board Secretary 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 North First Street, Building B-1 
San Jose, CA 95134-1927 
Phone: 408-321-5680 

http://www.vta.org/eastridgetobart
mailto:Christina.Jaworski@vta.org




 
 
 

October 3, 2018 

Notice of Availability: Draft Second Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report for the Eastridge to BART Regional Connector: Capitol 
Expressway Light Rail Project 
 
The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA), as the lead agency under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), has prepared a Draft Second Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 
(Draft SEIR-2) for the Eastridge to BART Regional Connector: Capitol Expressway Light Rail Project (EBRC-
CELR or Project) located in the City of San José. The Draft SEIR-2 supplements the Final Environmental 
Impact Report (Final EIR) (SCH 2001092014), Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (Final SEIR-
1), and the Subsequent Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (Subsequent IS/MND), which were 
certified by the VTA Board of Directors in May 2005, August 2007, and March 2014, respectively. The Draft 
SEIR-2 as well as the Final EIR, Final SEIR-1, and Subsequent IS/MND are available at: 
www.vta.org/eastridgetobart. The project, as described in these previous environmental documents, is known 
as the “approved project”. 

The approved project (discussed below under Approved Project) was to be implemented in two distinct 
phases. Phase 1 consisted of pedestrian and bus improvements, including sidewalk, landscaping, and 
lighting along Capitol Expressway; bus stop improvements at Story Road and Ocala Avenue; and the 
replacement of Eastridge Transit Center. Construction of the pedestrian and bus improvements was 
completed in 2012 and the replacement of Eastridge Transit Center was completed in 2015. Phase 2 
consisted of the extension of light rail along Capitol Expressway between the existing Alum Rock Light Rail 
Station and Eastridge Transit Center, a distance of approximately 2.4 miles. The project elements included 
in Phase 2 have not been implemented. 

Following project approval (discussed below under Prior Environmental Documents), work began on 
Preliminary Engineering (PE) for Phase 2, which advanced designs to a greater level of detail. Because of 
the nature of the design changes recently proposed during PE (discussed below under Changes to the 
Approved Project), VTA determined that additional environmental review was required and that a 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report was the appropriate level of documentation (SEIR). An SEIR is 
prepared only if minor additions or changes would be necessary to make the previous EIR adequately apply 
to the changed situation. According to Section 15163(b) of the CEQA Guidelines, the SEIR needs to only 
contain the information necessary to make the previous EIR adequate for the project as revised. 

The Second Subsequent IS serves to focus the analysis in the Draft SEIR-2 on the potential for new 
significant impacts or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects that 
would result from the proposed changes to the approved project. As such, the potential transportation, 
environmental justice, noise and vibration, air quality and climate change, and construction impacts 
associated with the proposed changes to the approved project are the subject of the Draft SEIR-2. Other 
environmental resource areas, where there are no impacts or where impacts can be mitigated to a less than 
significant level, are the subject of the Second Subsequent IS. The resource areas analyzed in the Second 
Subsequent IS include Biological Resources, Community Services, Cultural Resources, Electromagnetic 
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Fields, Energy, Geology/Soils/Seismicity, Hazardous Materials, Hydrology & Water Quality, Land Use, Safety 
& Security, Socioeconomics, Utilities, and Visual Quality. 

Prior Environmental Documents 

The federal and state environmental process for the approved project was initiated in September 2001 with 
the publication of a Notice of Intent to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in the federal register 
and the filing of the Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) with the State 
Clearinghouse. A Draft EIS/EIR was circulated in April 2004, but only a Final EIR was completed as a result 
of limited opportunities for securing federal funds. 
  
In May 2005, the VTA Board of Directors certified the Final EIR (hereafter referred to as the “2005 Final EIR”) 
and approved the Light Rail Alternative. As a result of Preliminary Engineering, the Light Rail Alternative was 
modified to address agency comments, improve light rail operation, minimize right-of-way acquisition, and 
lower costs. To address these modifications, the VTA Board of Directors prepared and certified a Final 
Supplemental EIR (Final SEIR) and approved the modifications in August 2007 (hereafter referred to as the 
“2007 Final SEIR”). 
 

Due to unprecedented declines in revenues beginning in 2008, the implementation plan for the Light Rail 
Alternative was modified to construct the project in phases. An Addendum to the Final SEIR was approved 
in June 2010 that included the installation of pedestrian and bus improvements as Phase 1 and the extension 
of light rail along Capitol Expressway as Phase 2. 
 

In addition to the state environmental process, VTA reinitiated the federal environmental process on 
September 9, 2009, with a Notice of Intent to prepare a Supplemental Draft EIS. The Supplemental Draft EIS 
was circulated on May 18, 2012, for 45 days with comments due on July 3, 2012. The federal environmental 
process under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) was suspended in 2017 as a result of limited 
opportunities for securing federal funds. 
  
A Subsequent Initial Study (IS)/Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) was approved in March 2014 
(hereafter referred to as the “2014 Subsequent IS/MND”) that eliminated the Ocala Station, eliminated 
sidewalk widening and sound wall relocation north of Ocala Avenue, and expanded the Eastridge Park-and-
Ride lot. 
 

Project Location 

The approved project is located along Capitol Expressway, generally between Capitol Avenue and Quimby 
Road in the City of San José in Santa Clara County. Exhibit 1 depicts the project alignment with the proposed 
changes to the approved project (discussed below under Approved Project and Proposed Changes to the 
Approved Project).  

Approved Project 

The approved project would consist of the extension of light rail along Capitol Expressway between the 
existing Alum Rock Light Rail Station and Eastridge Transit Center, a distance of approximately 2.4 miles. 
Light rail would operate primarily in the median of Capitol Expressway within exclusive and semi-exclusive 
rights-of-way. To provide the additional right-of-way to accommodate light rail, HOV lanes would be removed 
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between Capitol Avenue and Tully Road. The alignment would include an elevated section that would extend 
north of Capitol Avenue to south of Story Road, and an elevated crossing of Tully Road. The approved project 
would include new light rail stations at Story Road (aerial) and Eastridge Transit Center (at-grade). At 
Eastridge Mall, the Park-and-Ride lot would be expanded to accommodate parking. The approved project 
would also include traction power substations at Ocala Avenue and Eastridge Transit Center. Five 115-
kilovolt electrical transmission towers and two tubular steel poles would be relocated from the median of 
Capitol Expressway to the east side of Capitol Expressway in order to accommodate the approved project.  

Proposed Changes to the Approved Project 

VTA is proposing changes to certain elements of the approved project, as follows: 

 Extension of the aerial guideway to grade-separate the Ocala Avenue and Cunningham Avenue 
intersections; 

 Revisions to Capitol Expressway roadway lane configurations (including the conversion of the existing 
HOV lanes to general purpose traffic lanes and maintaining eight lanes between Story Road and 
Capitol Avenue); 

 Modifications to Eastridge Station platforms and track; 
 Reduction in parking spaces at Eastridge Park-and-Ride lot; 
 Minor shift in the location and straightening of the Story Station pedestrian overcrossing;  
 Modification to Story Station pedestrian access; 
 Relocation of a construction staging area; 
 Relocation of Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) electrical transmission facilities; and  
 Extension of construction duration and modification to the construction scenario. 

 
The approved project with the proposed changes is anticipated to have 2,980 boardings in 2023 and 4,534 
boardings in 2043. Travel time for the Light Rail Alternative between Alum Rock Station and Eastridge 
Transit Center is estimated to be 4.3 minutes. The capital cost of the approved project with the proposed 
changes is projected to be $453. 

Significant Environmental Impacts 

The Second Subsequent IS and Draft SEIR-2 identify significant impacts to the following resources: 
transportation, air quality and climate change, biological resources, energy, environmental justice, geology, 
hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, noise and vibration, safety and security, socioeconomics, 
utilities, visual quality, and cumulative effects. Many of these impacts can be fully mitigated but some cannot. 
The impacts that would remain significant and unavoidable, as discussed in the Draft SEIR-2, are listed 
below: 
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Transportation (Operation and Construction) 

 Capitol Expressway and Story Road intersection. The proposed changes to the approved project 
would result in a significant impact under existing (2017), year 2023, and year 2043 conditions, caused 
by the removal of the HOV lanes and the addition of HOV lane traffic into the remaining general 
purpose lanes. No feasible mitigation was identified for these impacts. 

 
 Capitol Expressway and Ocala Avenue intersection. The proposed changes to the approved project 

would result in a significant impact at this intersection under existing (2017), year 2023, and year 2043 
conditions, caused by the removal of the HOV lanes, the removal of a northbound left-turn lane on 
Capitol Expressway, and the addition of HOV lane traffic into the remaining general purpose lanes. No 
feasible mitigation was identified for these impacts. 

 
 Transportation impacts during construction. The proposed changes to the approved project would 

require lane closures on Capitol Expressway during construction, which may cause select study 
intersections to temporarily operate at LOS F, impacting passenger vehicles, buses, and trucks. The 
proposed changes to the approved project may also result in the temporary closures of bikeways, bus 
stops, and sidewalks in the corridor during construction. The duration, times, and locations of 
temporary closures during construction cannot be predicted with certainty. As a result, this impact 
would be “Significant and Unavoidable”. 

Noise and Vibration (Operation and Construction): 

 Nighttime exceedance (10:00 pm to 7:00 am) of the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
vibration levels from light rail operation at homes within 100 feet of the proposed aerial 
guideway. The proposed aerial guideway and ballasted track on embankment sections would cause 
an exceedance of the nighttime impact criteria of 72 vibration decibels (VdB) at 73 sensitive receiver 
locations during light rail operation. Most of the impacts are anticipated to occur between 6:00 am and 
7:00 am when VTA would be operating at peak service levels. VTA identified tire derived aggregate 
(TDA), 5-Hertz floating slab track (FST) or bridge bearing vibration isolation system, and speed 
reductions from 55 mph to 35 mph as potential mitigation measures. VTA is recommending to include 
TDA on embankment sections to mitigate one impact. However, VTA is not recommending to include 
FST, bridge bearing vibration isolation, or implement nighttime speed restrictions to eliminate the other 
72 impacts. As a result, this impact would be “Significant and Unavoidable”. 
 

 Daytime exceedance of the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) construction noise criteria 
from pile driving activity at unobstructed homes and businesses that are within 300 feet of pile 
driving activity. The noise impacts from pile driving would have a duration of 8 to 15 days per 
sensitive receiver. Pile driving would exceed the construction noise impact criteria of 80 Leq at 
residences and 85 Leq at commercial properties at 156 sensitive receiver locations. Mitigation 
consisting of noise cushions and temporary noise barriers would be implemented; however, noise 
impacts from pile driving would remain “Significant and Unavoidable” at 2 residences. 
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 Homes within 100 feet of pile driving activity may exceed FTA construction vibration criteria. 
There are 64 predicted unmitigated construction vibration impacts, and 0 impacts with the use of non-
impact piling methods. However, VTA is not recommending the use of non-impact piling methods at 
any locations. Therefore, this impact would be “Significant and Unavoidable.” 

Air Quality (Construction) 

 Cumulative air quality impacts during construction. The approved project plus the proposed 
changes to the approved project would cause further exceedances of existing pollutant concentrations, 
worsening the cumulative exposure of sensitive receptors to toxic air contaminant concentrations 
primarily from roadway traffic. Although the contribution of the approved project plus the proposed 
changes to the approved project to existing pollutant concentrations would not be substantial, there 
would nevertheless be a worsening of an already cumulatively significant impact. Even with inclusion of 
mitigation measures to reduce particulate matter and greenhouse gas emissions from construction 
equipment, this impact would be “Significant and Unavoidable.” 

Environmental Justice (Operation and Construction) 

 The proposed changes to the approved project would result in new or more severe significant 
and unavoidable impacts to environmental justice populations related to transportation, noise 
and vibration, and cumulative air quality impacts during construction. Disproportionate and 
adverse environmental effects to environmental justice populations would result from noise during 
construction, vibration during construction and operation, and cumulative air quality impacts during 
construction. 

 
Hazardous Materials Sites 

Pursuant to California Government Code Section 65962.5, the lead agency is disclosing that the proposed 
changes to the approved project are located in an area where there are 27 hazardous materials sites listed 
on State databases. More information on these sites can be found in Section 3.9 of the Second Subsequent 
IS, which is located in Volume III.  

To Obtain a Copy of the Draft SEIR-2 

A copy of the document is available online at www.vta.org/eastridgetobart, and at the following locations: 

 VTA, River Oaks Building B Lobby, 3331 North First Street, San José, CA 95134 
 VTA, Downtown Customer Service Center, 55-A W. Santa Clara Street, San José, CA 95113 
 Reid-Hillview Airport Terminal Building Lobby, 2500 Cunningham Avenue, San José, CA 95122 
 San José Public Library, Hillview Branch, 1600 Hopkins Dr., San José, CA 95122 
 Dr. Roberto Cruz – Alum Rock Branch Library, 3090 Alum Rock Avenue, San José, CA 95127 
 Tully Community Branch Library, 880 Tully Road, San José, CA 95121 
 Village Square Branch Library, 4001 Evergreen Village Square, San José, CA 95135 

 
A hardcopy or CD can also be obtained by contacting VTA at (408) 321-5789.  
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To learn more about the Project and Draft SEIR-2, please attend the following Public Meeting:   

October 18, 2018, 6 p.m. 
Hank Lopez Center, Multi-Purpose Room 
1694 Adrian Way, San José, CA 951222 

(This location is served by VTA Transit bus lines 70 and 522.) 

To Comment on the Draft SEIR-2  

Written comments must be received by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, November 19, 2018. Comments will be 
accepted at the meeting or can be sent via the following methods to: 
 

Mail:  Christina Jaworski, Senior Environmental Planner 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

Environmental Programs 
3331 North First Street, Building B-2 

San José, CA 95134-1927 
 

E-mail: EBRC-CELR-Comments@VTA.org 
 
For further information regarding the environmental process, to be included on the Project mailing list, or to 
receive additional information about the Project, please contact Christina Jaworski at (408) 321-5789. 
Individuals with special needs should contact VTA Community Outreach at (408) 321-7575/TTY (408) 321-
2330. 
 
¿Puede usted leer este documento? Si no, nosotros podemos ayudarlo a leerlo. Para recibir asistencia 
gratuita, por favor llámenos al Departamento de Relaciones con la Comunidad de VTA al (408) 321-7575. 
 

 
Mababasa mo ba ang dokumentong ito? Kung hindi, maari kaming kumuha ng taong tutulong sa iyo na 
basahin ito. Para sa libreng tulong, mangyaring tumawag sa VTA Community Outreach sa (408) 321-7575.  



Eastridge to BART Regional Connector
Capitol Expressway Light Rail Project

Notice of Availability of Draft Second Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report and Public Meeting

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) 
plans to extend light rail by 2.4 miles along Capitol 
Expressway in San Jose from the existing Alum Rock 
Station to the Eastridge Transit Center. This project 
includes elevated tracks along Capitol Expressway, an 
elevated station at Story Road, and a ground-level 
station at Eastridge Transit Center.   

VTA has prepared a Draft Second Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report (SEIR-2). It describes 
design changes to the approved project and provides 
information on the environmental effects of those 
changes. VTA’s Board of Directors approved the 
project in May 2005. On June 14, 2018, VTA held a 
community scoping meeting and presented project 
changes. Staff received public comments on the scope 
and content of the SEIR-2.

Please attend the following public meeting and open 
house for a project overview and information about 
signi�cant impacts to the environment, along with 
recommendations for mitigating the impacts.

October 18, 2018, 6:00 p.m.
Hank Lopez Center, Multi-Purpose Room

1694 Adrian Way, San Jose, 95122

This location is served by VTA Transit bus lines 70 and 522.

Presentation will begin at 6:00 p.m.,
followed by an Open House

Copies of the Notice of Availability and Draft SEIR-2 
are available online at www.vta.org/eastridgetobart; 
and at the following locations in San Jose. 

VTA, River Oaks Building B Lobby, 3331 North First Street
VTA Downtown Customer Service Center, 
         55-A W. Santa Clara Street
Reid-Hillview Airport Terminal Building Lobby, 
         2500 Cunningham Avenue
San José Public Library, Hillview Branch, 1600 Hopkins Drive
Dr. Roberto Cruz – Alum Rock Branch Library, 
         3090 Alum Rock Avenue
Tully Community Branch Library, 880 Tully Road
Village Square Branch Library, 4001 Evergreen Village Square
To receive a CD or printed copy by mail, please call  
         (408) 321-7575.

Written comments on the Draft SEIR-2 will be accepted at 
the meeting, and by mail/email until November 19, 2018. 
Send comments to VTA Environmental Programs, 3331 
North First Street, B-2, San Jose, CA 95134-1927; or 
email: EBRC-CELR-Comments@vta.org. 

Individuals who require language translation, American Sign 
Language, or documents in accessible formats are requested to 
contact VTA Community Outreach at (408) 321-7575 / (408) 
321-2330 TTY at least 5 business days before the meeting. The 
meeting facility is accessible to persons with disabilities.

For more meeting details please call VTA Community 
Outreach (408) 321-7575, or email 
community.outreach@vta.org.

Eastridge與BART之間的區域交通連接線Capitol Expressway輕軌項目

環境影響第二次補充報告草案公佈通知書及公眾會議
聖克拉拉谷交通局 (VTA) 計畫沿Capitol Expressway聖何塞路
段，將現有的輕軌從Alum Rock車站延伸2.4英里，連接至
Eastridge 公交中心。這一項目將在Capitol Expressway架设
高架輕軌軌道, 在 Story Road兴建高架車站，在Eastridge公交
中心建地面車站。

VTA 编写了環境影響第二次补充報告（SEI-2）草案。报告草
案描述了已批准项目的設計變更，说明了這些變更對環境可能
产生的影響。VTA董事會於2005年5月批准了該項目。2018年
6月14日，VTA召開了社區征求意見會議，对項目的變更作了
介紹。工作人員收到了公眾對SEI-2的範圍和內容提出的意見。

現邀您出席以下公開會議和參觀交流活動，以便瞭解項目概況
和對環境的重大影響，以及為減輕環境影響而提出建議。

October 18, 2018, 6:00 p.m.
Hank Lopez Center, Multi-Purpose Room

1694 Adrian Way, San Jose, 95122

該地址僅可乘坐VTA  70路 和522路 巴士抵達。 

項目介紹將於下午6時開始，之後是自由參觀交流。

SEIR-2草案和報告發布通知書的副本可線上查閱
www.vta.org/eastridgetobart; 您還可以在聖何塞的以下地點獲得
這些文件。  

VTA, River Oaks Building B Lobby, 3331 North First Street
VTA Downtown Customer Service Center, 55-A W. Santa Clara Street
Reid-Hillview Airport Terminal Building Lobby, 2500 Cunningham Avenue
San José Public Library, Hillview Branch, 1600 Hopkins Drive
Dr. Roberto Cruz – Alum Rock Branch Library, 3090 Alum Rock Avenue
Tully Community Branch Library, 880 Tully Road
Village Square Branch Library, 4001 Evergreen Village Square
若需要獲得CD版本或通過郵寄獲取紙質版，請致電 (408) 321-7575.

關於SEI-2草案的書面意見可於會議現場提交，或不晚於2018年11
月19日通過郵寄和電子郵件方式送達VTA。可以將意見寄給VTA 
Environmental Programs, 3331 North First Street, B-2, San Jose, 
CA 95134-1927；或通過電子郵件發送至：
EBRC-CELR-Comments@vta.org. 

如果需要語言翻譯、美國手語翻譯或者便于残障人士使用的文檔格
式，必須在會議開始之前至少提前5個工作日聯繫VTA社區外聯部
並告知您的需求，聯繫方式是：(408) 321 - 7575 或
(408) 321 - 2330 。所有會議场地都有殘障人士便利设施。

如需獲得更多會議詳情，請致電VTA社區外聯部：(408) 321-7575 或發
送郵件至： community.outreach@vta.org.

1809-1685



Conector regional Eastridge a BART
Proyecto de tranvía Capitol Expressway

Aviso de Reunión Pública y Disponibilidad de la Versión Preliminar 
del Segundo Informe de Impacto Ambiental Suplementario

La Autoridad de Transporte del Valle de Santa Clara (VTA) tiene 
planes de extender por 2.4 millas el tranvía a lo largo de Capitol 
Expressway en San José, desde la estación existente de Alum 
Rock hasta el Centro de Trasbordos Eastridge Transit Center. 
Este proyecto incluye vías elevadas a lo largo de Capitol 
Expressway, una estación elevada en Story Road, y una 
estación a nivel de la calle en el Centro de Trasbordos 
Eastridge Transit Center.   

VTA preparó una Versión Preliminar del Segundo Informe de 
Impacto Ambiental Suplementario (SEIR-2). Describe los 
cambios de diseño en el proyecto aprobado y proporciona 
información sobre los efectos ambientales de esos cambios. El 
Consejo Administrativo de VTA aprobó el proyecto en mayo de 
2005. El 14 de junio de 2018, VTA realizó una reunión de 
alcance comunitario y presentó los cambios del proyecto. El 
personal recibió comentarios públicos sobre el alcance y el 
contenido del SEIR-2.

Asista a la siguiente reunión pública para obtener una descrip-
ción general del proyecto e información sobre los impactos 
signi�cativos en el medio ambiente así como las recomenda-
ciones para mitigar dichos impactos.

October 18, 2018, 6:00 p.m.
Hank Lopez Center, Multi-Purpose Room

1694 Adrian Way, San Jose, 95122
Las líneas de autobús rápido 70, 522 de VTA

dan servicio para esta ubicación.

La presentación comenzará a las 6:00 p.m.,
seguida de una Conversación Informal

Hay copias del Aviso de Disponibilidad y de la versión preliminar de 
SEIR-2en www.vta.org/eastridgetobart; y en las siguientes ubica-
ciones en San Jose. 

VTA, River Oaks Building B Lobby, 3331 North First Street
VTA Downtown Customer Service Center, 55-A W. Santa Clara Street
Reid-Hillview Airport Terminal Building Lobby, 
         2500 Cunningham Avenue
San José Public Library, Hillview Branch, 1600 Hopkins Drive
Dr. Roberto Cruz – Alum Rock Branch Library, 
         3090 Alum Rock Avenue
Tully Community Branch Library, 880 Tully Road
Village Square Branch Library, 4001 Evergreen Village Square
Para recibir una copia en CD o impresa por correo postal llame al  
         (408) 321-7575.

Se aceptarán comentarios por escrito sobre la Versión Preliminar 
del SEIR-2 en la reunión, y por correo postal/electrónico hasta el 19 
de noviembre de 2018. Envíe sus comentarios a VTA Environmental 
Programs, 3331 North First Street, B-2, San Jose, CA 95134-1927; 
o al correo electrónico: EBRC-CELR-Comments@vta.org. 

Se solicita a las personas que requieran traducción de idiomas, 
lenguaje de señas americano o documentos en formatos accesibles 
comunicarse con Alcance Comunitario de VTA llamando al 
(408) 321-7575/(408) 321-2330 TTY con al menos 5 días hábiles de 
anticipación a la reunión. El edi�cio de la reunión es accesible para 
personas con discapacidades.

Para obtener más información sobre las reuniones, comuníquese 
con Alcance Comunitario de VTA (408) 321-7575, o por correo 
electrónico a community.outreach@vta.org.

Eastridge hanggang BART Regional Connector 
Proyekto ng Capitol Expressway Light Rail

Abiso ng Pagiging Available ang Draft Second Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report at Pampublikong Pagpupulong

Nagpaplano ang Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) 
na dugtungan ang riles ng tren ng mga 2.4 milya sa kahabaan ng 
Capitol Expressway sa San Jose mula sa kasalukuyang Alum 
Rock Station hanggang sa Eastridge Transit Center. Kasama sa 
proyektong ito ang elevated tracks sa kahabaan ng Capitol 
Expressway, isang elevated na istasyon sa Story Road, at isang 
istasyon na pantay-kalsada sa Eastridge Transit Center.   

Naghanda ang VTA ng isang Draft Second Supplemental Environ-
mental Impact Report (SEIR- 2). Inilalarawan nito ang mga 
pagbabago sa disenyo sa inaprubahang proyekto at naglalaan ng 
impormasyon tungkol sa mga epekto sa kapaligiran ng mga 
pagbabagong iyon. Inaprubahan ng Board of Directors ng VTA 
ang proyekto noong Mayo 2005. Noong Hunyo 14, 2018, 
nagsagawa ang VTA ng pagpupulong para alamin ang opinyon ng 
kumunidad at iprenesenta ang proyektong mga pagbabago. 
Natanggap namin ang mga komento ng publiko tungkol sa 
saklaw at nilalaman ng SEIR-2.

Pakisuyong dumalo sa susunod na pagpupulong at open house 
para sa overview ng proyekto at impormasyon tungkol sa malal-
aking epekto sa kapaligiran, kabilang na ang mga rekumen-
dasyon para sa pagpapagaan ng mga epekto.

October 18, 2018, 6:00 p.m.
Hank Lopez Center, Multi-Purpose Room

1694 Adrian Way, San Jose, 95122
Ang lokasyong ito ay pinaglilikuran ng VTA Bus Line 70, 522.

Magsisimula ang presentasyon sa 6:00 p.m.,
at susundan ng Open House

Ang mga kopya ng Notice of Availability at ng Draft SEIR-2 ay 
available online sa www.vta.org/eastridgetobart; at sa mga 
sumusunod na mga lokasyon sa San Jose. 

VTA, River Oaks Building B Lobby, 3331 North First Street
VTA Downtown Customer Service Center, 55-A W. Santa Clara Street
Reid-Hillview Airport Terminal Building Lobby, 
         2500 Cunningham Avenue
San José Public Library, Hillview Branch, 1600 Hopkins Drive
Dr. Roberto Cruz – Alum Rock Branch Library, 
         3090 Alum Rock Avenue
Tully Community Branch Library, 880 Tully Road
Village Square Branch Library, 4001 Evergreen Village Square
Para makatanggap ng CD o nakaimprintang kopya sa pamamagitan 
         ng koreo, mangyaring tumawag sa (408) 321-7575.

Ang mga nakasulat na komento tungkol sa Draft SEIR-2 ay tatang-
gapin sa pagpupulong, at sa pamamagitan ng koreo/email hang-
gang Nobyembre 19, 2018. Ipadala ang mga komento sa VTA 
Environmental Programs, 3331 North First Street, B-2, San Jose, 
CA 95134-1927; or email: EBRC-CELR-Comments@vta.org. 

Ang mga indibiduwal na mangangailangan ng pagsasalin ng wika, 
American Sign Language, o mga dokumento sa naa-access na 
format ay hihilingang makipag-ugnayan sa VTA Community Outreach 
sa (408) 321-7575 / (408) 321-2330 TTY nang di-bababa sa 5 araw 
na may pasok bago ang pagpupulong. Ang pasilidad para sa 
pagpupulong ay maaaring marating ng mga taong may kapansanan.

Para sa higit pang detalye ng pagpupulong mangyaring tumawag 
sa VTA Community Outreach (408) 321-7575, o mag-email sa 
community.outreach@vta.org.

Dự Án Tàu Điện Cao Tốc Capitol Expressway Kết Nối Khu Vực từ Eastridge tới BART

Thông Báo Chuẩn Bị Báo Cáo Bổ Sung về Tác Động Môi Trường và Cuộc Họp trong Phạm vi Cộng đồng
Cơ Quan Giao Thông Vận Tải Santa Clara Valley (VTA) dự 
kiến mở rộng 2,4 dặm tuyến tàu điện cao tốc dọc theo Capitol 
Expressway ở San Jose từ Trạm Alum Rock hiện tại đến 
Trung Tâm Giao Thông Eastridge. Dự án này bao gồm các 
đường ray trên cao dọc theo Capitol Expressway, một trạm 
trên cao ở Đường Story Road, và một trạm mặt đất tại Trung 
Tâm Giao Thông Eastridge.

VTA đã chuẩn bị Bản Thảo Báo Cáo Bổ Sung về Tác Động 
Môi Trường (SEIR) thứ hai. Bản thảo này mô tả những thay 
đổi về thiết kế trong dự án đã phê duyệt và cung cấp thông 
tin về tác động đối với môi trường qua những thay đổi này. 
Hội Đồng Quản Trị của VTA đã phê duyệt dự án này vào 
tháng 5 năm 2005. Vào ngày 14 tháng 6 năm 2018, VTA đã tổ 
chức một cuộc họp trong phạm vi cộng đồng và trình bày 

những thay đổi của dự án. Nhân viên đã nhận được ý kiến đóng góp 
của công chúng về phạm vi và nội dung của bản thảo SEIR-2.

Xin vui lòng tham dự buổi họp công cộng và phần trưng bày mở cửa tự do 
sau đây để biết tổng quan về dự án và thông tin về những tác động đáng 
kể đối với môi trường, cùng với những khuyến nghị để giảm thiểu tác động.

October 18, 2018, 6:00 p.m.
Hank Lopez Center, Multi-Purpose Room

1694 Adrian Way, San Jose, 95122
Vị trí này được các tuyến xe buýt VTA Transit 70, 522 phục vụ.

Phần Thuyết Trình sẽ bắt đầu lúc 6 giờ chiều,
theo sau là Phần Trưng Bày Mở Cửa Tự Do

Bản sao của Thông Báo về Tình Trạng Sẵn Có và Bản Thảo 
SEIR-2 có sẵn trực tuyến tại www.vta.org/eastridgetobart; và 
tại các địa điểm sau ở San Jose. 

VTA, River Oaks Building B Lobby, (Hành Lang B, Tòa Nhà 
     River Oaks) 3331 North First St.
VTA Downtown Customer Service Center (Khách Hàng Trung Tâm 
     Thành Phố) 55-A W. Santa Clara St.
Reid-Hillview Airport Terminal Building Lobby, (Hành Lang Tòa 
     Nhà Ga Sân Bay Reid-Hillview), 2500 Cunningham Ave.
Thư Viện Công Cộng San José, Chi Nhánh Hillview, 1600 Hopkins Dr.
Thư Viện Chi Nhánh Alum Rock, 3090 Alum Rock Ave.
Thư Viện Chi Nhánh Tully Community, 880 Tully Rd.
Thư Viện Chi Nhánh Village Square, 4001 Evergreen Village Sq.
Để nhận được đĩa CD hoặc bản sao được in ra qua đường bưu 
     điện, xin vui lòng gọi (408) 321-7575.

Các ý kiến nhận xét bằng văn bản về SEIR-2 sẽ được chấp nhận tại 
cuộc họp và qua đường bưu điện/email cho đến ngày 19 tháng 11 
năm 2018. Vui lòng gửi ý kiến nhận xét đến Chương Trình Môi Trường 
của VTA, 3331 North First Street, B-2, San Jose, CA 95134-1927; 
hoặc email: EBRC-CELR-Comments@vta.org. 

Các cá nhân yêu cầu bản dịch cho một ngôn ngữ, Ngôn Ngữ Ký Hiệu 
Hoa Kỳ hoặc các tài liệu ở định dạng có thể truy cập được yêu cầu 
liên hệ với Bộ Phận Tiếp Cận Cộng Động VTA theo số (408) 321-7575 
/ (408) 321-2330 TTY ít nhất 5 ngày làm việc trước cuộc họp. Phòng 
họp có thể tiếp cận với người khuyết tật.

Để biết thêm chi tiết về cuộc họp, vui lòng gọi Bộ Phận Tiếp Cận Cộng 
Động VTA theo số (408) 321-7575 hoặc gửi email đến 
community.outreach@vta.org.
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