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VTA News Coverage for Tuesday, October 23, 2018 

1. 2 Dutch companies hired to come up with new concept for San Jose's Diridon Station 

(Business Journal) 

2. European experts will craft big San Jose train station revamp (Mercury News) 

3. Gas tax: What you need to know about Prop 6 (Mercury News) 

4. Winter gas blend could lower pump prices: Roadshow (Mercury News) 

2 Dutch companies hired to come up with new concept for San Jose's Diridon 

Station (Business Journal) 

Last year’s tour to the Netherlands and France by local elected officials and transportation 

planners apparently has paid off for the architectural partnership that designed Amsterdam’s 

Central Station. 

Arcadis, a consulting firm, and Benthem Crouwel Architects, both based in Amsterdam, have 

announced that they’ve been awarded a $6.4 million contract to begin work on the Diridon 

Station Integrated Station Concept Plan in the midst of Google’s downtown development. 

The deliverable in 18 months is a plan for the new Diridon Station so that passengers can 

seamlessly transfer between all transportation modes, including BART and high-speed rail, that 

are supposed to be in place by 2027. But it won’t tell us what the station building will look like. 

“It’s addressing all the future needs for the design without actually putting the (architectural 

look) out there,” Arcadis spokesman Jimmy Luthye said. 

The contract calls for focusing on how the station relates to the public spaces and development 

around it, to allow for future capacity and to “create an organizational/governance model for 

the partner agencies to design, build and operate the station,” Arcadis’ press release said. 

The cost will be shared by Caltrain, which owns the station; the city of San Jose; the Santa Clara 

Valley Transportation Authority; and the California High-Speed Rail Authority. 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/10/23/diridon-station-san-jose-design-concept.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/10/23/diridon-station-san-jose-design-concept.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Jimmy%20Luthye


One of the major community concerns about the station and the rail lines that lead to it is that 

they not become another barrier, similar to the Guadalupe Freeway nearby that divides 

downtown, but instead allows a free flow of pedestrian, bicycle and street traffic. 

Twenty-two people, including Mayor Sam Liccardoand VTA head Nuria Fernandez, were in the 

local delegation that visited European central city stations in July 2017. Those visits were to 

Amsterdam and Rotterdam in the Netherlands and the high-speed rail station in Lille, France, 

which is the junction of lines from England, France and the Netherlands. 

Those stations have become models for how to build downtown transit hubs. 

European experts will craft big San Jose train station revamp (Mercury News) 

Designers from Europe, including experts behind dramatic upgrades of rail hubs in The 

Netherlands, have been hired to undertake a far-reaching reinvention of downtown San Jose’s 

Diridon train station, a key focal point of Google’s proposed transit village nearby. 

“This is a once-in-a-century opportunity to envision and create a facility that will be one of the 

most important and well-loved facilities in San Jose and the Bay Area,” Kim Walesh, San Jose’s 

director of economic development, said Tuesday. “This would accomplish the expansion and 

the creation of a new inter-modal station unlike any we have seen in the United States.” 

Bay Area government officials have hired Benthem Crouwel, an architect that re-designed 

Western Europe transit hubs in Rotterdam, Amsterdam, Utrecht and The Hague; and Arcadis, a 

design and engineering consultant, to “reinvent” the Diridon Station, all part of a dramatic 

upgrade planned for the western edges of downtown San Jose that includes the Google transit-

oriented development. 

“Diridon Station is set to become one of the busiest transit hubs in the nation,” said Steve 

Truman, a contract manager with Arcadis. 

“Reinvent Diridon Station” is the goal of the efforts by Benthem Crouwel and Arcadis, according 

to an announcement by the designers, which were hired by the Santa Clara Valley 

Transportation Authority, the city of San Jose, Caltrain and the California High Speed Rail 

Authority. 

Proposed public and private development efforts next to and near the Diridon transit hub are 

among the activities that are expected to create an increase in travel connections at the train 

station. 

Mountain View-based Google anticipates that 15,000 to 20,000 of its employees would work in 

a transit-oriented community of office buildings, stores, restaurants and open spaces in 

downtown San Jose. 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Sam%20Liccardo
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Nuria%20Fernandez
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/10/23/european-experts-will-craft-big-san-jose-train-station-revamp/


San Jose-based Adobe Systems plans a dramatic expansion of its three-building downtown 

headquarters campus by adding fourth office tower at an adjacent site, potentially doubling 

Adobe’s current workforce in the area from the current 3,500 workers. 

“In the past decade, an incredible redevelopment of the largest train stations of the 

Netherlands has been accomplished,” said Daniel Jongtien, partner at Benthem Crouwel. 

Diridon Station is a transportation hub that connects light rail, Caltrain, Amtrak, the Capitol 

Corridor, ACE Train and bus lines. Within the next several years, a BART line is scheduled to stop 

at the Diridon transit site. It’s even possible that someday, a high-speed rail line will provide 

connections to the fast-growing boom towns of the Central Valley as well as Southern 

California. 

Plenty is at stake in creating a new Diridon Station that both connects to rail lines with far-flung 

destinations, as well as creates a gateway to a downtown San Jose poised to undergo dramatic 

changes. 

“It is critically important that we have the right concept and right design for an exceptional 

experience for travelers and visitors and one that works well for all the transit operators at 

Diridon Station,” Walesh said. 

Some observers believe Diridon Station can be transformed into the Grand Central Terminal of 

the West Coast. Walesh said the revamped transit complex can make San Jose a travel gateway. 

“People will be arriving from all over by Amtrak, BART, Caltrain, or high-speed rail, and when 

they come into the station they will be arriving in San Jose,” Walesh said. “We want that arrival 

experience to be special, and we want it to be special for locals who are traveling out of San 

Jose.” 

Back to top 

 

Gas tax: What you need to know about Prop 6 (Mercury News) 

On Nov. 6, voters will determine the fate of transportation funding in California. It’s a 

monumental decision that could impact the way taxes are raised in the future, not to mention 

how we pay for repairs on roads, bridges, highways and transit right now. 

If Proposition 6 passes, roughly $5.4 billion in annual funding for transportation improvements 

to highways, roads and transit would disappear. But whether the measure passes or fails, the 

vote on repealing last year’s gas tax increase will be precedent-setting, said Asha Weinstein 

Agrawal, director of the National Transportation Finance Center at San Jose’s Mineta 

Transportation Institute. 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/10/23/gas-tax-what-you-need-to-know-about-prop-6/
http://voterguide.sos.ca.gov/propositions/6/title-summary.htm


“It will send a very strong signal to California’s own elected officials — and nationally — about 

whether people support using some additional taxes to make the transportation system 

better,” Agrawal said. 

But how is that money being spent? And how will you, personally, be affected? You’ve got 

questions. We’ve got answers. 

What is Prop 6? 

Prop. 6 eliminates the increase in gasoline and diesel taxes the legislature approved last year, 

along with increases in vehicle registration fees. It also would require a statewide vote for any 

future increase to California’s fuel taxes or vehicle fees. 

The Public Policy Institute of California released a poll last month showing 52 percent of likely 

voters said they would vote no on Prop. 6, 39 percent would vote yes, and 8 percent were still 

undecided. 

What was approved last year?  

A new state law, called SB1, increased the tax on gasoline by 12 cents per gallon and the tax on 

diesel by 20 cents per gallon. The same law raised registration fees by $25 to $175 based on the 

value of the vehicle, for an average of $50 per car, according to the California Department of 

Finance. Zero-emission vehicles also will begin paying an additional $100 registration fee in 

2020 because those drivers don’t pay for gas. 

These new taxes and fees are expected to generate $5.4 billion annually, aimed mostly at road 

repair and maintenance. About two-thirds of the money from the higher taxes and fees is split 

between state highway repairs and money for cities and counties to maintain local streets. The 

next-largest share goes to transit, which receives about 14 percent of the funds. 

But how much is that actually costing me?  

The cost to individual motorists varies, depending on how much you drive, how efficient your 

car is and how much it’s worth. That being said, the state’s Department of Finance and 

supporters of the measure both came up with some figures: 

The Prop. 6 campaign estimates the new taxes and fees will cost a “typical” family of four about 

$779 per year. That figure includes the increased taxes and the increased cost of goods due to 

higher transportation costs. To get this figure, the campaign created a fictional family of four 

and made some assumptions about what kind of cars they have and how much they would 

drive. 

The Department of Finance used a different approach and found the cost of the new taxes and 

fees to an individual driver is, on average, $118.05 per year, or $236.10 for two adult drivers in 

a family of four. Its researchers took the total number of gallons of gas purchased in the state 

and divided that by the total number of drivers. They then multiplied that number by 12 cents 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2017/10/31/pump-bump-california-drivers-to-pay-12-cents-more-per-gallon-starting-wednesday/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/09/26/rent-control-loses-gas-tax-wins-in-new-pre-election-poll/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB1
http://rebuildingca.ca.gov/overview.html
http://rebuildingca.ca.gov/overview.html
http://act.reformcalifornia.org/Gas_Tax_Impact_Study.pdf


— the increase in the tax on gasoline — which works out to $70.20 per year in fuel costs, and 

added $47.85, which is the average increase in registration fees based on the average value of 

all registered cars, said H.D. Palmer, the spokesman for the California Department of Finance. 

That works out to about $9.84 cents per month, per driver. 

Wait, aren’t I paying a lot in taxes and fees already?  

 

Relatively speaking, yes. California has the second-highest taxes on gasoline in the nation, 

totaling about 73.82 cents per gallon, depending on the price of gas. That is topped only by 

Pennsylvania, where motorists pay 77 cents per gallon. Golden State residents also pay some of 

the highest gasoline prices in the nation, second only to Hawaii and sometimes Alaska. 

UC Berkeley economist Severin Borenstein points to other factors that bump up gas prices: 

cleaner-burning fuel requirements that contribute an extra 10 cents, low-carbon fuel-source 

requirements that add about 4 cents, the state’s cap-and-trade program, which sets limits on 

pollution and contributes roughly 12 cents, and one other factor — a “mystery surcharge” — 

researchers have yet to explain. He estimates the surcharge — which could arise from 

profiteering from oil companies or could be a product of logistical constraints in the supply 

chain, which would limit supply and drive up prices — adds a whopping 20 cents to each gallon 

of gasoline. More research is needed, he said, to fully understand that added cost. 

So, where does all that money go, anyway?  

Money generated from fuel taxes and vehicles fees is protected under the state 

constitution and can only be used to pay for transportation projects, including transportation-

related debt and transit. The legislature can borrow those funds, but it has to pay it back with 

money from the general fund. 

There’s one exception: money raised from taxes on gas or diesel for vehicles that don’t operate 

on public roads. Think jet skis, tractors, ATVs and other off-road vehicles. That money goes to 

the general fund and the departments of Parks and Recreation and Food and Agriculture. 

Of the money raised through fuel taxes and vehicle fees — not just the increase from SB1 but 

all existing gas and diesel taxes, registration and weight fees — roughly 31 percent goes to 

highways and state infrastructure, 22 percent to local roads and 8.4 percent to transit. Another 

fifth of the funds, or about 22 percent, pays for the DMV and CHP. About 7.7 percent pays for 

transportation-related debt, and nearly 5 percent covers administrative costs. And another 4.3 

percent is money that goes to the general fund, parks and farms, transportation-related 

research and workforce training. 

Seems like the state had a lot of money before the tax hike. Why do we need it now?  

A couple of things happened, said Agrawal. First, inflation eroded the purchasing power of the 

gas tax, she said. The last increase in the gas tax, from 9 cents per gallon to 18 cents, occurred 

https://www.api.org/~/media/Files/Statistics/State-Motor-Fuel-Taxes-Report-October-18.pdf
http://gasprices.aaa.com/
http://gasprices.aaa.com/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2017/11/01/why-are-gas-prices-so-high-in-california/
https://law.justia.com/constitution/california/article_19.html
https://law.justia.com/constitution/california/article_19.html


over four years, from 1989 to 1993. Since then, the gas tax has stayed the same. Agrawal 

likened it to what would happen if your income never changed over a 25-year period. 

“Let’s say someone was earning $18,000 per year in 1993 and that was a struggle, but they 

were getting by,” she said. “Flash forward to 2018, and that same person is still earning 

$18,000, but you’re not just getting by, you’re in dire straits.” 

Cars have also gotten more fuel efficient, meaning drivers are purchasing less gas and therefore 

paying less in fuel taxes, even though the number of miles people are driving has increased, 

which creates more wear on roads and bridges. In 1993, the average car got 20.5 miles per 

gallon, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. In July 2017, the average car 

got 24.4 miles per gallon. That’s a 20 percent increase in the number of miles a car can drive on 

one gallon of gas. Those two factors alone, Agrawal said, explain why the state can’t make the 

necessary repairs to roads, highways and bridges with the money it has now. 

What happens to Bay Area projects if the gas tax is repealed? 

The state has already approved about $3.1 billion for Bay Area highways and public transit 

projects over the next five to ten years, though more money will roll out as projects are 

approved. Cities will receive $496 million this year to repair local streets. If Prop 6 passes, state 

transportation officials say roughly half of the recently approved highway improvements and 

public transit projects in California could lose funding, and cities and counties would see 

funding for road repairs slashed in half. 

Among the projects in the Bay Area at risk of losing funding are $730 million to help extend 

BART to downtown San Jose, $318.6 million for BART to buy new train cars so the agency can 

carry more passengers by running longer trains, $233 million for toll lanes on Highway 101, 

$164 million to help electrify Caltrain, $150 million for more AC Transit buses, and $67.5 million 

in pedestrian and bicycle improvements. 

You can view a map of all the projects funded by the new gas tax 

at RebuildingCa.Ca.Gov/Map.  

 

Winter gas blend could lower pump prices: Roadshow (Mercury News) 

Isn’t it time for the summer blend of fuel to revert back to the winter blend and therefore 

create a substantial reduction of prices at the pump? Or are gas companies continuing the 

higher price summer blend to influence voters on the gas tax issue whose revenue is being used 

to fix our roads and infrastructure? 

Bob Ruff , San Jose 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/06/21/gas-tax-repeal-billions-in-bay-area-transportation-projects-at-risk/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/06/21/gas-tax-repeal-billions-in-bay-area-transportation-projects-at-risk/
http://rebuildingca.ca.gov/map.html
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/10/23/winter-gas-blend-could-lower-pump-prices-roadshow/


A: We switch to the winter and cheaper formula Nov. 1, and that could trim costs by 13 or so 

cents a gallon. But it has little to do with Prop. 6, the effort to repeal the 12-cent a gallon tax 

approved by Sacramento. 

For winter blend, refiners can add butane to gas and produce 5 percent to 8 percent more gas 

from every barrel of crude. This formula evaporates easier as the demand for fuel is lower 

compared to the summer. But while this gas is cheaper to produce, that does not guarantee 

savings at the pump. Soaring crude oil prices, California’s robust economy and staggering 

congestion will likely keep pump prices near $4 a gallon. 

ADVERTISING 

Q: Mr. Roadshow _ help! One of our cars was stolen a couple of weeks ago (for the second time 

this year).  We don’t think it’s coming home this time. 

We filed a police report, called our insurance company (we don’t have theft coverage) and 

went to the DMV. The problem is no one can tell us how to get rid of the title and relieve 

ourselves of liability. Also, when should we take it off our insurance? What happens if it’s found 

in a few weeks? 

Lisa and Michael Kinneman 

Santa Clara 

A: The DMV does not need to be notified when a vehicle is reported stolen to police and the 

insurance company. If the vehicle is recovered, the stolen vehicle flag should be removed from 

the vehicle record by law enforcement. Insurance companies will transfer title to the insurance 

company when the vehicle is an unrecovered stolen vehicle. 

If the renewal fees became due during the period it was out of your possession and is later 

recovered, a Statement of Facts (REG 256a) can be completed stating the date vehicle was 

stolen and date it was recovered.  Late penalties may be waived if the expiration date is after 

the registration expiration date. 

Lisa and Mike’s car was a 1988 Toyota Camry with about 178,000 miles and was stolen out of 

their driveway. Thieves often target older cars for their parts and they usually lack anti-theft 

devices of newer cars. 

Q: Are electric vehicles ever going to pay their fair share to use the roads? Or are they going to 

keep getting the free ride on road taxes and license fees? 

Doug Ortega, Carmel 

A: Yep. Starting in 2020, EVs get hit with a $100 a year registration fee. 
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VTA Daily News Coverage for Wednesday, October 24, 2018 

1. State gas tax to raise billions more than Santa Clara County Measure B sales tax: 

Roadshow (Mercury News) 

2. Caltrain reports progress on electrification plans (Progressive Railroading) 

3. Contest Finalists to Help Plan Bay Area’s Future (SF Streets Blog) 

4. Good news and bad news in Bay Area’s 10 worst commutes (Mercury News) 

State gas tax to raise billions more than Santa Clara County Measure B sales tax: 

Roadshow (Mercury News) 

Q: You seem to be a megaphone advocating for 12-cent a gallon gasoline tax and voting “no” on 

Prop 6 (the effort to repeal it). Yet, you just wrote an article on the Measure B half-cent sales 

tax that was approved by voters two years ago and is now deemed legal where “$6.3 billion can 

be freed to cover the costs of filling potholes, rebuilding old interchanges, extending BART 

through downtown San Jose and a massive upgrade of Caltrain.” 

If we now have $6.3 billion to cover everything the 12 cents is supposed to cover, why do we 

need the higher gas tax? I think I know the answer and it is because the Measure B money isn’t 

going where it is advertised to go. 

Karen Armstrong, 

San Jose 

A:  Don’t be a doubting Karen. The gas tax will raise $5.4 billion a year to pay for transportation 

needs statewide. The Measure B tax is limited to Santa Clara County and will bring in around 

$200 million a year for 30 years. County-wide sales taxes are limited to categories listed on the 

ballot. In the case of Measure B: 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/10/24/state-gas-tax-to-raise-billions-more-than-santa-clara-county-measure-b-sales-tax-roadshow/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/10/24/state-gas-tax-to-raise-billions-more-than-santa-clara-county-measure-b-sales-tax-roadshow/


 Local Street and Roads, $1.2 billion. 

 BART, $1.5 billion. 

 Bicycle/Pedestrian, $250 million. 

 Caltrain, $1 billion. 

 Santa Clara County expressways, $750 million. 

 Interchanges, $750 million. 

 Highway 85 corridor, $350 million. 

 Transit operations, $500 million. 

Q: I commute to babysit grandchildren from Fremont to Campbell. It takes me 1 hour to get 

home at 6 p.m., 5 p.m., 3:30 p.m. It doesn’t seem to matter what time I head north in the 

evening on Interstate 880. 

I average 20 mph to Bascom Avenue on 880 and from there to Mowry Avenue, it’s 17 mph. Is 

low unemployment the cause or that people don’t live near work? Whatever. It’s too stressful 

out there. 

Peggy Dujmovic, 

Fremont 

A: Both and its stressful for any grandmother. Here’s the only hope I can offer. There are plans 

to widen ramps, install meters and traffic operations systems on Interstate 880 from Auto Mall 

Parkway to Mowry Avenue in Fremont. The $17.7 million job includes $2 million from the 

higher gas tax. 

In a couple of years, the 880 carpool lanes will become express lanes that solo drivers with 

FasTrak can use if willing to pay toll. 

Q: Are the DMV problems responsible for the increasing number of expired registrations I see 

now? On any given day, I see 10-15 expired tags, some more than a year out of date. And it’s 

not just Oakland, I see a number of them in Walnut Creek and other tony areas. And before the 

“how dare you snitch” folks get angry, you do realize we all pay more if fewer of us pay, right? 

Patrick Gant, Oakland 

A: The DMV says the RealID problems are not affecting getting registration tags delivered. 

Back to top 

 

Caltrain reports progress on electrification plans (Progressive Railroading) 

https://www.progressiverailroading.com/passenger_rail/news/Caltrain-reports-progress-on-electrification-plans--55946?email=stacey.hendlerross@vta.org&utm_medium=email&utm_source=prdailynews&utm_campaign=prdailynews10/24/2018


Caltrain this month entered a new manufacturing phase for its first electric trainset.  

 

Crews have begun preparing the first two car shells for interior installation, Caltrain officials 

said in an web update on the railroad's electrification plans. 

 

Car shells for the second and third trainsets now are under construction. Testing also continues 

on subsystems with seats and table crashworthiness, windshield and side window strength, 

propulsion performance, truck static and fatigue testing. 

 

Meanwhile, workers this month continued foundation installation in South San Francisco, San 

Bruno, Millbrae, Burlingame and San Mateo, California. In addition, last month, crews installed 

two power transformers at the railroad's traction power facility in San Jose. 

 

As part of its larger modernization program, Caltrain is electrifying its corridor from San 

Francisco to San Jose, and replacing 75 percent of its existing diesel locomotives with electric 

ones. 

Back to top 

Contest Finalists to Help Plan Bay Area’s Future (SF Streets Blog) 

The Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) and the Association of Bay Area 

Governments (ABAG) announced late yesterday the selection of six “transformative 

transportation projects” and six “transformative operational strategies” as finalists in 

its Horizon initiative. The contest solicited long-range ideas for improving mobility in the Bay 

Area by 2050. 

Among the notable proposals was one to bring the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) 

train across a rebuilt San Rafael bridge to connect with BART and Amtrak in Richmond; another 

is to build a regional bicycle “super network” that would have dedicated bikeways along the 

routes of freeways, connecting directly to fully protected bike lanes through city and town 

centers. 

Of course, many of these ideas are cost-prohibitive–at least for now. However, “you might 

really be able to take some of these more visionary ideas and, even if they don’t make it as a 

full-scale, regionwide project, you can ignite people’s interests and get some pilot projects 

going,” said Stuart Cohen, co-founder and Executive Director of TransForm, and one of the 

judges of the competition, in a phone interview with Streetsblog. 

A couple of proposals from the 12 finalists, as described in an MTC one-sheet. Image: 

MTC/ABAG 

“The competition was meant to inspire big ideas and game-changing innovations,” said MTC 

Chair and Rohnert Park City Councilmember Jake Mackenzie in a prepared statement. “The 

http://www.caltrain.com/
https://www.progressiverailroading.com/passenger_rail/article/Caltrains-electrification-project-is-finally-under-construction--54112
https://sf.streetsblog.org/2018/10/23/contest-finalists-to-help-plan-bay-areas-future/
https://mtc.ca.gov/our-work/plans-projects/horizon
https://sf.streetsblog.org/2017/08/25/smart-train-official-launch/
https://sf.streetsblog.org/2017/08/25/smart-train-official-launch/
https://sf.streetsblog.org/2018/04/04/beyond-commuter-rail/


selection committee initially planned to name no more than ten finalists. But we received so 

many promising, outside-the-box ideas that would not just improve existing projects but also 

help expand the limits of what may be possible over the course of the next generation that the 

panelists decided to take a closer look at twelve proposals.” The proposals were picked from 

some 500 submissions from advocates, individuals, and consultancies. 

A couple of the ideas, said transportation advocates, would work well when combined–for 

example, there’s a proposal to make I-80 metered and tolled, in a way to ensure traffic speeds 

are maintained. This could also allow transit buses to use the freeways without getting bogged 

down in traffic. Combine that with the idea, seen in the chart above, to convert general-

purpose lanes on the bridges to bus-only lanes, and bus performance would be greatly 

enhanced regionally. 

“A number of the projects involve rethinking automobile-centric corridors as multi-modal ones. 

That’s something MTC and Caltrans haven’t managed to do, or have done very poorly (plonking 

BART stations in freeway medians),” wrote Livable Cities Tom Radulovich in an email to 

Streetsblog. 

In general, advocates Streetsblog spoke with didn’t see much hope for overcoming the political 

and institutional impediments that often prevent proposals like this from reaching fruition. 

Beaudry Kock with Seamless Bay Area (a finalist group that proposed fare integration and a 

zone system across transit operators in the Bay Area) was skeptical that anything would come 

of the contest. “I think the fact that this proposal won suggests that there is some momentum 

within the MTC to see serious work start on this issue,” he wrote in an email to Streetsblog. 

“Whether that translates into concrete action in the near term, I personally doubt it: we still 

lack the institutional structures and leadership that are necessary to help get this kind of thing 

rolling.” 

“Regional fare integration, free transit, [and] regulating the timing of freight deliveries are 

proven concepts that have been standard practice in well-run cities around the world for many 

decades, but are still ‘outside-the-box’ for MTC,” wrote Radulovich. 

“We recognize that not all the finalists’ ideas are brand-new,” wrote Dave Vautin, a principal 

planner and analyst with MTC and the Project Manager of the Horizon contest and Plan Bay 

Area 2050, in an email. However, the contest will allow these ideas from the advocacy 

community to percolate through an official process. “This was one of the benefits of opening,” 

it up to the public, he added. “We were able to receive project submissions from a broader 

range of stakeholders so those projects can compete for inclusion in Horizon & Plan Bay Area 

2050.” 

He explained that beyond the twelve finalists from the competition, MTC’s public agency 

partners are continuing to brainstorm creative ideas, including a Muni Metro extension to 

South San Francisco, a next-generation South Bay rail network, gondolas crisscrossing Oakland 

and Alameda, and a tunnel on SR-87 in downtown San Jose. 

https://sf.streetsblog.org/2018/05/23/streetsblog-editorial-bart-needs-to-kill-the-freeway-widening-livermore-extension/
https://sf.streetsblog.org/2018/05/23/streetsblog-editorial-bart-needs-to-kill-the-freeway-widening-livermore-extension/
https://sf.streetsblog.org/2018/04/23/advocacy-group-fights-to-put-the-transit-customer-first/
https://sf.streetsblog.org/2018/10/11/editorial-turn-the-treasure-island-pass-into-bay-area-fare-zone-1/
https://sf.streetsblog.org/2018/03/05/is-there-a-place-for-aerial-gondolas-in-the-bay-areas-transit-picture/


Vautin recommends that people look at the over ninety projects under consideration for future 

planning. For a full list of the submissions, click here. The summary sheet of the twelve finalists 

is available here. 

Back to top 

 

Good news and bad news in Bay Area’s 10 worst commutes (Mercury News) 

The good news? Traffic didn’t get any worse last year than it was in 2016. The bad news? It 

didn’t get any better, either. 

That’s according to the Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s annual top 10 congested 

corridor list. The regional transportation planning agency annually compiles a ranking of the 

worst routes around the Bay Area to drive during peak commute times, tracking changes over 

time. 

Holding onto the top position for the fourth year in a row is the evening Bay Bridge commute 

out of San Francisco into the East Bay. Meanwhile, in the opposite direction is the second-worst 

slog: the commute along Interstate 80 from Hercules to the Bay Bridge toll plaza, which has the 

dubious distinction of being a truly unrelenting grind. It’s crowded all day, every weekday, from 

about 5:25 a.m. to 6:55 p.m. — with no mid-day relief. 

Commuters spent an average 3.6 minutes per day last year crawling along at speeds lower than 

35 mph, matching the historic high set in 2016, according to the MTC. All told, the time people 

spend sitting in traffic increased 65 percent since 2000 — and 80 percent since the recession-

era lows of 2010 — even though the Bay Area’s population grew only 15 percent since 2000 

and the number of jobs increased by just 12 percent. 

The MTC ranked the top 10 worst commutes in the Bay Area for 2017.  

A number of factors contribute to the growing traffic congestion, said John Goodwin, a 

spokesman for the MTC, but none so prominent as the lopsided growth of jobs and housing, 

with job growth concentrated in the urban core of the Bay Area and housing growing mostly 

along its outer fringes or beyond its borders. The nine-county Bay Area added 458,103 jobs 

between 2013 and 2017, but permitted only 112,910 new housing units, according to data from 

the Bay Area Council. 

“More people are travelling further,” he said. “It’s by far the biggest factor.” 

It doesn’t help that as people move farther away, transit options become scarcer, or that as 

incomes grow, people tend to opt for cars over buses. So, it’s no surprise, Goodwin said, that 

eight of the 10 worst commutes start or end in San Francisco or Silicon Valley, the region’s two 

largest job centers and that commuters crossing the Bay Bridge topped the list. 

https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/Attachment%20A%20-%20Project%20List.pdf
https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/Attachment%20A%20-%20Project%20List.pdf
https://mtc.ca.gov/tools-and-resources/digital-library/attachment-c-full-list-submissions
https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/Attachment%20B%20-%20Finalists%20from%20Transformative%20Projects.pdf
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/10/24/good-news-and-bad-news-in-bay-areas-10-worst-commutes/


Betty Cuvas, who works at a hair salon in Oakland, said she hears the stories every day: More 

people are moving out to the Central Valley because that’s only place they can afford to buy a 

home. She drives from Hayward and said it feels like traffic is getting worse. 

“The morning, afternoon, it doesn’t matter. It’s getting worse,” she said. “And now there’s 

many more people buying houses in Modesto, Manteca. … What they going to do? You can’t 

build another freeway; there’s not enough land.” 

Rounding out the top five worst drives is the evening commute on Highway 101 from San 

Francisco to the South Bay, which came in at the No. 3 slot, as it did in 2016. That’s followed by 

Interstate 680 in southern Alameda County for afternoon commuters leaving Silicon Valley on 

their way to the Tri-Valley and beyond. 

Not new to the list, but a surprising jump in positions to No. 5 was the afternoon squeeze on 

eastbound State Route 4 in Martinez to Port Chicago Highway in Concord, Goodwin said. That 

corridor held the No. 10 spot in 2016. 

Also surprising, he said, was the addition of Interstate 880 to No. 7 on the list for commuters 

heading south from Oakland in the afternoon. It was No. 14 in 2016. 

“A lot of that is Port of Oakland traffic,” Goodwin said. “But, it’s yet another one of those routes 

leading away from the Bay Bridge in the afternoon.” 

 
Here are the worst of them: 

1. U.S. Route 101, northbound/Interstate 80, eastbound, p.m. in San Francisco County: 

From Cesar Chavez Street to Treasure Island Tunnel 

2. Interstate 80, westbound, all day in Alameda & Contra Costa counties: SR-4 to Bay 

Bridge Toll Plaza 

3. U.S. Route 101, southbound, p.m. in Santa Clara County: Fair Oaks Avenue to Oakland 

Road/13th Street 

4. Interstate 680, northbound, p.m. in Alameda County: Scott Creek Road to Andrade Road 

5. State Route 4, eastbound, p.m. in Contra Costa County: Morello Avenue to Port Chicago 

Highway 

6. Interstate 80, eastbound, p.m. in Alameda County: West Grand Avenue to Gilman Street 

7. Interstate 880, southbound, p.m. in Alameda County: Union Street to 29th Avenue 

8. Interstate 280, southbound, p.m. in Santa Clara County: Foothill Expressway to Seventh 

Street/10th Street/Virginia Street 



9. State Route 24, eastbound, p.m. in Alameda and Contra Costa counties: Interstate 580 

to Wilder Road 

10. Interstate 680, northbound, p.m. in Contra Costa County: Sycamore Valley Road to 

Buskirk Avenue/Oak Park Boulevard 

Back to top 

 

 

 
Conserve paper. Think before you print.  
 



From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2018 11:46 AM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: VTA Information: November 1, 2018, VTA Board of Directors Regular Meeting Agenda 
Importance: High 
 

VTA Board of Directors: 

 

You may now access the VTA Board of Directors Agenda Packet for the November 1, 2018, 

Regular Meeting on our website here. 
 

Thank you. 
 
Office of the Board Secretary 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 North First Street, Building B 
San Jose, CA 95134-1927 
Phone 408-321-5680 

 

 
 
 
Conserve paper. Think before you print. 
 
 

http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/bod_110118_packet.pdf

