
From: Board.Secretary  
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 5:32 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: LAFCO - Notice of Availability and Public Hearing for Cities Service Review REVISED Draft Report 
 

VTA Board of Directors: 

 

Per LAFCO’s request, we are forwarding the e-mail below regarding the Notice of Availability 

and Public Hearing for Cities Service Review Revised Draft Report (attached). 

 

Thank you. 

 

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680  

board.secretary@vta.org 
 
From: Abello, Emmanuel [mailto:Emmanuel.Abello]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 4:19 PM 
To: jeannefire; fred.schulenburg; kathy.athey; twhitley; jwoodworth; lmonack; criosgarcia; 
cindy.murphy; Board.Secretary; Parman, Russell; lluu; jchiu; ito; CGeneralUser; ahstrickland2013; 
rcollins; cynauman; mking; staceyallenjohnson; KjShenefiel; ken.kehmna; derek.witmer; sabbors; 
amackenzie; contact; christine; nhowe; CGriffen; Cameron, Dawn; Burns, Michael; Bonilla, Denise; 
saratogacemetery; dinasmoreno; jnewbyrtanaka; pscott; ranchersfeed; pwalter; aldercroft.hcwd; 
sanmartincwd; Lopez, Felix; luca.rutigliano; pamela.courtney; dks@jsmf.com; kpowell; chris.ernst; 
Palacherla, Neelima; Noel, Dunia 
Subject: LAFCO - Notice of Availability and Public Hearing for Cities Service Review REVISED Draft Report 
 
Dear Special District Managers, Clerks and Staff: 
 
Attached for your information is the Notice of Availability and Public Hearing for the Cities Service 
Review Revised Draft Report. The Revised Draft Report is available for public review and comment on 
the LAFCO website at www.santaclaralafco.org under “Announcements.” LAFCO will hold a Public 
Hearing on December 2, 2015, to accept comments and consider the adoption of the Report. The 
attached memo provides additional information about the public hearing and the Revised Draft Report. 
Please feel free to forward this email to those who may be interested in the Draft Report or the 
upcoming LAFCO Public Hearing. 
 
Special District Clerks: 
Kindly forward the attached Notice and the foregoing information to the members of your board of 
directors. 
 
Thank you, 
Emmanuel Abello, LAFCO Clerk 
Local Agency Formation Commission of Santa Clara County 
70 W. Hedding Street, 8th Floor, San Jose, CA 95110 
Ph: 408-299-6415 / http://www.santaclaralafco.org/ 
 
NOTICE: This email message and/or its attachments may contain information that is confidential or 
restricted.  It is intended only for the individuals named as recipients in the message.  If you are NOT an 
authorized recipient, you are prohibited from using, delivering, distributing, printing, copying, or 

mailto:board.secretary@vta.org
http://www.santaclaralafco.org/


disclosing the message or its content to others and must delete the message from your computer.  If 
you have received this message in error, please notify the sender by return email. 
 



 

 

VIA E-MAIL 

DATE: October 21, 2015 

TO:   City Managers and County Executive 
 City Community Development/Planning Directors and County Planning Director 
 City Public Works Directors 
 City Council Members and County Board of Supervisors 
 NASA’s Ames Research Center/Moffett Field 
 Stanford University 
 LAFCO Members 

 Interested Parties 

FROM:  Neelima Palacherla, Executive Officer  

SUBJECT:  CITIES SERVICE REVIEW REVISED DRAFT REPORT 

 Notice of Availability & Public Hearing 

The Cities Service Review Revised Draft Report (with tracked changes) is now available for public 
review and comment on the LAFCO website at www.santaclaralafco.org. The Revised Draft Report 
reviews the 15 incorporated cities within Santa Clara County, as well as certain unincorporated 
areas (i.e. Moffett Field, San Martin, and Stanford University). The Report includes a service review 
and sphere of influence update for each of the cities and a review of current practices and potential 
opportunities for collaboration amongst cities and other local agencies or organizations to achieve 
common goals and efficient delivery of services. Special areas of focus include shared services, 
sprawl prevention/infill development, and agricultural land preservation.  

LAFCO will hold a public hearing in order to accept comments and consider adoption of the 
Revised Draft Report. 

LAFCO Public Hearing: December 2, 2015 

Time:    1:15 P.M. or soon thereafter 

Location:   Board Meeting Chambers 

    70 W. Hedding Street, San Jose, CA 95110 

You may provide written comments on the Revised Draft Report by mail to: LAFCO of Santa Clara 
County, 70 West Hedding Street, 8th Floor, East Wing, San Jose, CA 95110 OR you may email your 
comments to: dunia.noel@ceo.sccgov.org. 

Written comments received by November 10th will be included and addressed in the staff report 
that will be provided to the LAFCO Commission in advance of the December 2, 2015 Public 
Hearing. Written comments received after November 10th will be provided to the LAFCO 
Commission at the December 2, 2015 Public Hearing. 

Please contact me at (408) 299-5127 or Dunia Noel, LAFCO Analyst, at (408) 299-5148 if you have any 
questions. Thank you. 

http://santaclaralafco.org/cities-service-review
mailto:dunia.noel@ceo.sccgov.org


From: Board.Secretary  
Sent: Friday, October 23, 2015 5:31 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: VTA Correspondence: Staff Response Regarding El Camino Real BRT Project 
 

VTA Board of Directors: 

 

We are forwarding you the following:  

 

From Topic 

VTA  VTA Staff Response to Ed Johnson Regarding El Camino 

Real BRT Project 

 
Thank you. 
 

 
Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 

 
 

mailto:board.secretary@vta.org
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From: Board.Secretary  
Sent: Friday, October 23, 2015 4:54 PM 
To: 'edwn.johnson  
Cc: Board.Secretary 
Subject: FW: El Camino BRT 
 

Mr. Johnson: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail.  Listed below is VTA staff response to your inquiries:   
 
VTA Staff Response: 
 
In response to questions regarding the configuration of doors and passenger boarding on the El 
Camino Bus Rapid Transit Project (BRT) buses: 
 
BRT buses have doors on the right side and passengers at the proposed median stations would 
board from the right.   
 
The proposed median stations would be configured similar to that of most of the existing VTA 
light rail stations, with one half-station located on each side of the cross street.  The third image 
on the El Camino BRT webpage that shows the two BRT street configurations with platforms 
located on each side of the intersection.  Buses would pull through the intersection and then stop 
to board passengers who enter the buses from the right side.   
 
Regarding access to median stations, the median configuration has certain features that enhance 
safety when compared to the existing roadway configuration: 
 

• When comparing curbside stations and median stations, it is the same distance crossed, 
but there will be more time to cross with median stations.  On a round trip with a median 
station configuration, riders will cross the street halfway four times and do it over four 
signal cycles.  A roundtrip with curbside stations requires crossing the full length of the 
street twice over two signal cycles.  This helps people who have mobility challenges and 
those who might require more time to safely cross the street. The median station provides 
a safe refuge from traffic. 
 

• With median stations, riders would cross just two lanes of vehicle traffic when accessing 
the station compared to the three lanes that currently exist between the median and curb 
today.  That means there is less opportunity for pedestrians to be struck by a vehicle and 
the enhanced pedestrian infrastructure would improve drivers’ awareness of pedestrians 
crossing the street. 

 

http://www.vta.org/brt-street-configuration-options#dedicated_lanes
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Unfortunately, we will never be able to stop people from rushing to get to the station and making 
unsafe choices as a result, but median stations create less conflicts between pedestrians and 
drivers when compared to El Camino Real as it exists today.  The more frequent service that the 
BRT project would bring would lessen the time-penalty of missing a bus from 15 minutes to 10 
minutes, which may also serve to discourage dangerous crossing behavior in the future. 
 
For more information about the El Camino Real Rapid Transit Policy Advisory Board, please see 
http://www.vta.org/get-involved/policy-advisory-board/el-camino-real-rapid-transit-policy-
advisory-board.  
 
Agendas:  https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAVTA/subscriber/new?topic_id=CAVTA_
249.  
 
If you have any other questions, please feel free to reply to this e-mail. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Office of the Board Secretary 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 N. First Street 
San Jose, CA 95134 
408.321.5680 
board.secretary@vta.org 
 
 
-------- Original message -------- 
From: Ed Johnson  
Date: 10/04/2015 7:41 PM (GMT-08:00)  
To: perry.woodward, cindy.chavez, "Kalra, Ash", "Khamis, Johnny", "Carrasco, Magdalena", 
"Herrera, Rose", "Liccardo, Sam", jasonb, dwhittum, jesteves, Ken.Yeager, "Peralez, Raul", 
jbruins, hmiller, larry.carr, mayorandcouncil@santaclara, "Cortese, Dave", hmiller, larry.carr, 
cmontano, District1 <district1@sanjoseca.gov>, dion.bracco, jbruins, jdavis, john.mcalister, 
liz.kniss, MJensen, mike.wasserman , paulr, Svaidhyanathan, sgarner, teresa.oneillSC , bchang, 
chris.clark, glarsson, mayorandcouncil@santaclara, manstandig, michaelk, nancy.shepherd, 
rich.constantine, rkumar, rrennie, joe.simitian, Lenny.Siegel, cory.wolbach, John.Inks, "Oliverio, 
Pierluigi", mprochnow 
 
Subject: El Camino BRT  
 
To all: 

Currently, buses load passengers from curbside.  Occasionally I see a desperate patron 
racing along the sidewalk to catch a bus.  This person might annoy a few of his fellow 

http://www.vta.org/get-involved/policy-advisory-board/el-camino-real-rapid-transit-policy-advisory-board
http://www.vta.org/get-involved/policy-advisory-board/el-camino-real-rapid-transit-policy-advisory-board
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAVTA/subscriber/new?topic_id=CAVTA_249
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAVTA/subscriber/new?topic_id=CAVTA_249
mailto:board.secretary@vta.org
mailto:district1@sanjoseca.gov
mailto:jbruins@losaltosca.gov
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pedestrians, but he doesn’t impede nor is endangered by the autos and trucks whizzing 
by. 

VTA’s proposed BRT plan will force each and every bus patron to leave the relative 
safety of the sidewalk and cross three traffic lanes to reach the median’s boarding areas 
– twice, once for loading and again after disembarking.  Will bus patrons have priority 
on traffic signals?  And what of the frantic person at curbside who is about to miss the 
BRT bus?  With curbside pickup, she likely would have been comfortably seated and on 
her way. 

The current bus fleet isn’t configured to pick up passengers from the proposed BRT 
loading zones.  Doors are on the wrong side.  Presumably, new dedicated buses will 
have to be purchased. 

With VTA’s primary focus on bus travel times, it seems that their expensive BRT system 
would actually inconvenience the very riders they are trying to attract and to retain. 

Regards, 

Ed Johnson 

Sunnyvale 

  

 

 


