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VTA Daily News Coverage for Tuesday, October 9, 2018 

1. October Service Changes (KCBS Radio) 

2. What If Californians Repealed the Gas Tax? Proposition 6, Explained (KQED.Org) 

3. Proposition 6: A call to repeal the gas tax (Silicon Valley business Journal) 

4. Trump, gas tax debate shape California’s legislative ballot (The Press Democrat) 

5. California High-Speed Rail Authority issues EIR for Fresno-Bakersfield segment 

(Progressive Railroading) 

6. Upcoming summit focuses on making San Jose more pedestrian friendly (Mercury News) 

7. Caltrain forecasts 300 percent surge in ridership demand by 2040 (Progressive 

Railroading) 

8. Horses leave lasting stench at Viva CalleSJ: Roadshow (Mercury News) 

October Service Changes (KCBS Radio) 

(Link to audio) 

What If Californians Repealed the Gas Tax? Proposition 6, Explained (KQED.Org) 

Below is a transcript of our episode on Proposition 6. If passed, it would repeal SB 1, the gas tax 

and vehicle fee increase passed by state lawmakers last year. 

OLIVIA ALLEN-PRICE: I'm Olivia Allen-Price. This is Bay Curious. Election season is here, and if 

you're anything like me, you wait until a day or two before Election Day to cram on the facts 

and decide how you'll vote, especially on those confusing California ballot initiatives. 

Each year I vow to do better, to start earlier, to not wait until the last minute. This is that year. 

Over the next five days we'll be exploring the 11 statewide propositions that Californians are 

voting on — not just what the prop is about but also how it came to be on the ballot in the first 

place. 

SPONSORED BY 

http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTEwNTQwNTQ1Jk1EU2VlZD00OTQzJlR5cGU9TWVkaWE%3D
https://www.kqed.org/news/11696663/what-if-californians-repealed-the-gas-tax-prop-6-explained


We'll drop a new episode each day. Some will cover multiple props. Some just one. And by 

Friday afternoon you and I will be hella informed. We're calling it Bay Curious Prop Week. 

Theme music 

ALLEN-PRICE: First up is Proposition 6, the effort to repeal the state's new gas tax and vehicle 

fees. It has become one of the top issues for Republicans in California this year. But before we 

dive into it, let's first understand how the tax and fees were passed in the first place. 

STATE LEGISLATURE: Colleagues, we are back in session... if everyone would take their seats. 

ALLEN-PRICE: It's Apr. 6, 2016. The state Senate had already been in session for nearly three 

hours by the time they arrived at Senate Bill 1. 

STATE LEGISLATURE: SB 1 is a long-term solution to our transportation infrastructure problem 

in California. 

KATIE ORR: I remember that night. It was super late. 

ALLEN-PRICE: KQED politics and government reporter Katie Orr was there. 

ORR: And they got the bare minimum number of votes they needed in each chamber to get it 

through. 

STATE LEGISLATURE: Ayes 27, nos 11. The measure passes. 

ALLEN-PRICE: And can you briefly just go through what was SB 1? What were they voting on? 

ORR: SB 1 was a gas tax and vehicle fee increase. Gas, normal gas that we all use in our cars, 

went up by 12 cents a gallon. Diesel fuel went up by 20 cents a gallon. And then car registration 

fees went up between $25 and $175, depending on the value of the car. So all that money 

together is expected to bring in $5 billion a year over the next decade. And that money gets 

split between the state government and local governments to fix freeways, bridges, local 

roads... various infrastructure projects around the state. 

ALLEN-PRICE: Gov. Jerry Brown was a big advocate of SB 1 and right after it passed the 

Legislature, he held an impromptu press conference outside his office. 

GOV. JERRY BROWN: I really want to say, I appreciate being a Democrat and what the 

Democrats did tonight. 

ORR: And all the Democrats were crowding around him. You know, everyone wants their 

picture with the governor. 

BROWN: The Democratic Party is the party of doing things, and tonight we did something to fix 

the roads of California. 

ORR: But it wasn't too much longer after that when we started hearing talk about recall efforts 

and efforts to repeal this tax. 



NEWS AUDIO: New at 6 o'clock. A new gas tax is set to go into effect in just a couple of months, 

but it may not be in place for long if one San Diegan has his way. 

ALLEN-PRICE: So take me from that room where Jerry Brown is celebrating his big win, the pass 

of SB 1. You know, what is happening, what are the Republicans doing, sort of, from that 

moment through today? 

ORR: So we see an organizing effort by various Republicans to try and overturn this new tax. 

You saw Carl DeMaio. 

CARL DEMAIO: C-A-R-L D-E-capital M-A-I-O. Chairman, Reform California, Yes on 6. 

ORR: He was a former city councilman in San Diego. He launched an effort. They got enough 

signatures, they put it on the ballot. 

DEMAIO: The bottom line is we've got the second-highest gas tax in the country prior to this 

increase and yet we have some of the worst roads. Why is that? Well it's not for lack of money. 

It's really for lack of accountability. 

ORR: You can make the argument to voters that, 'hey, you already pay the state a lot of money. 

They have your money. They don't need any more to fix the roads. What they need to do is 

manage the money they have better.' 

ALLEN-PRICE: So we get Proposition 6 on the ballot. What are we voting on? What is in 

Proposition 6? 

ORR: So Proposition 6 would repeal the increased gas tax that went into effect in November. So 

that 12 extra cents on your gallon of gas, that 20 extra cents on your gallon of diesel and those 

increased fees at the DMV, that would all be repealed. 

ALLEN-PRICE: But that's not all Prop. 6 would do. KQED transportation editor Dan Brekke 

explains what else we're voting on with this prop. 

DAN BREKKE: The second big part of this is that it would amend the state constitution so that 

any future gasoline tax increases or increases in the vehicle fees would be subject to approval 

of the voters. 

ALLEN-PRICE: What would that mean for the future if this did pass and you did have that 

constitutional change? 

BREKKE: Well, it becomes politically sort of impossible to get a gas tax increase. I mean, we've 

had all sorts of what they call ballot box budgeting, and this would just be maybe the most 

radical example. 

ORR: So it really takes a lot of power away from the Legislature and puts it back with the voters, 

which some people would see as a great thing. Legislators tend to think that it would leave 

them a little bit hamstrung. 



ALLEN-PRICE: So why has this become sort of the marquee issue for Republicans in 2018? 

ORR: There was fear, especially in the primary, that they would not have a candidate in the 

governor's race. So there was concern that it would be Gavin Newsom and Antonio Villaraigosa, 

both Democrats, in November. If that happens, Republicans don't have a lot of reason to come 

out to the polls. So they were thinking, 'well, shoot, we need something on the ballot because 

this is a huge year for the congressional races as well.' There are about seven seats in California 

that Democrats think they have a really good shot at flipping from Republican to Democrat, and 

if Republican voters aren't at the polls because they don't have a candidate, then that makes 

those odds a lot better for Democrats. So fortunately for the Republicans, they did get a 

candidate into the November election, John Cox. He's a businessman from San Diego, but he 

doesn't seem to be getting as much traction as Gavin Newsom, and the gas tax is what they're 

counting on to get their core voters out to the polls. 

ALLEN-PRICE: Now, even though everyone is talking about this as the gas tax repeal, and they're 

talking about what you pay at the pump, Dan says it might actually be the vehicle fee increase 

that people really notice. 

BREKKE: The fees are steep under SB 1. Your vehicle fee — and then there's a new 

transportation fee — is based on the market value of your car. So we bought a car last year, and 

I get my first vehicle registration form in the mail and the fee is over $400. And over $400 at 

one time, you feel that. Twelve cents a gallon is sort of a slow drip. This is kind of like a big hit 

all at once. 

ALLEN-PRICE: The kind of surprising thing is all this fighting might not even matter in a few 

years. 

ORR: The interesting thing about the gas tax is we're having this big argument about it, right? 

But no matter what they really do, the gas tax is going to keep declining because people are 

getting more fuel-efficient cars, so they need less gas. Some people are getting electric cars — 

they don't need any gas. So fewer and fewer people are actually buying the gas we need them 

to buy to maintain the roads. So at some point, they're going to have to come up with a new 

funding mechanism anyway. And I think if this gas tax is repealed, it would just kind of speed up 

that process. 

ALLEN-PRICE: Wow. If this passes, if Prop. 6 passes, what happens? 

BREKKE: Those taxes and fees are repealed, period, and any future taxes and fee increases will 

need to be approved by the voters. 

ALLEN-PRICE: If this doesn't pass, what message does that send? 

ORR: Well, I think it sends a message that California is facing a lot of issues. I mean, our roads, 

our cost of living, the increase in the homeless population, and at some point — and Gov. Jerry 

Brown says this a lot in his speeches — you're going to have to pay to fix it. Like, sorry. That's 

just the reality of the situation. You're going to have to pay to fix it. 



ALLEN-PRICE: Thanks to KQED reporters Katie Orr and Dan Brekke for walking us through this 

one. If you've still got questions about the gas tax, I've got good news for you. We're hosting a 

Facebook Live on Oct. 10 about the gas tax, and we'll be answering your questions. You can go 

ahead and RSVP ahead of time, so you'll get this handy reminder when it rolls around. Details at 

BayCurious.org. 

ALLEN-PRICE: That's one prop down and 10 more to go for Prop Week. Tomorrow, we're talking 

about whether daylight saving time should be all the time, how much space animals deserve 

and our state's favorite topic — water. Bay Curious is made in San Francisco at KQED. I'm Olivia 

Allen-Price. 

Back to Top 

 

Proposition 6: A call to repeal the gas tax (Silicon Valley business Journal) 

Last year, California lawmakers narrowly increased gas taxes by 12 cents per gallon, diesel taxes 

by 20 cents a gallon and enacted other fees for transportation to go into effect in future years. 

This year, backers of Proposition 6 want to repeal all of those increases. 

When the Legislature approved those hikes, both state leaders and the business community 

generally agreed the transportation network needed both maintenance dollars and further 

investment. 

But gas tax opponents now say said the state should focus on making better use of existing 

dollars rather than tapping taxpayers, who already pay among the highest tax rates in the 

nation in other areas. 

BUSINESS PULSE POLL 

SPONSORED BY 

Do you support a repeal of California’s gasoline tax increase? 

Top of Form 

Yes — this is an unnecessary burden for businesses and residents. 

No — the funds the tax increase generates are needed and will pay off in the long run. 

Vote 

Bottom of Form 

This poll is not a scientific sampling. It offers a quick view of what readers are thinking. 

“You couple it with rents and high income and sales taxes, and it becomes evident that living in 

California is not very easy,” said Jon Coupal, president of the Proposition 6-backing Howard 

Jarvis Taxpayers Association. “If you drive pickup trucks to the job site every day, it’s a real hit.” 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/10/09/california-proposition-6-gas-tax-repeal.html?ana=e_mc_prem&s=newsletter&ed=2018-10-09&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1539103235&j=84297011
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Jon%20Coupal


Proponents of the Legislature's action, though, have focused on the jobs the gas tax is creating 

as a result of road construction and other transportation projects. Michael Quigley, executive 

director of opposition group California Alliance for Jobs, said 6,500 projects statewide could go 

by the wayside if the taxes are repealed. 

“I think we know infrastructure is the arteries through which the lifeblood of the economy 

flows,” said Quigley, whose group is made up largely of construction firms and labor unions. 

Infrastructure like roads should be paid through user fees such as taxes rather than being 

subject to the ups and downs of the state’s general fund, he said: “If you’re not using the roads, 

you don’t pay into the system.” 

Statewide business groups are split over Proposition 6, with the National Federation of 

Independent Business in favor of a gas tax repeal and the Silicon Valley Leadership Group and 

Bay Area Council opposed. While businesses generally acknowledge that good roads are a 

benefit to the bottom line, higher fuel taxes affect both their own budgets and customers’ 

wallets. 

 

Much of the opposition and support breaks along partisan lines, with Democrats generally 

against Proposition 6 and Republicans backing it. But Coupal said he doesn’t believe the 

measure falls along strict partisan lines, but rather a split between wealthier coastal parts of 

California and inland California, where driving is often the only option. 

He said there’s also a question of whether it makes sense to divert gas taxes to public transit, 

and whether the millions being spent on high-speed rail wouldn’t be more wisely redirected to 

transportation instead. 

“No one has explained why the fifth-highest gas tax in the country isn’t sufficient,” he said, 

adding states with far lower taxes have better roads. “The question is why ordinary California 

citizens are being punished for bad policies.” 
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Trump, gas tax debate shape California’s legislative ballot (The Press Democrat) 

All 80 California state Assembly seats and half the 40 Senate seats are up for election this year, 

as voters endure whiplash over President Donald Trump, debate over higher state 

transportation taxes, and fallout from sexual misconduct allegations against lawmakers. 

At stake in the Nov. 6 general election are Democrats’ two-thirds supermajorities that let them 

raise taxes or change legislative rules without any Republican support. 

Here are some of the key races: 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Michael%20Quigley
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/news/8815226-181/trump-gas-tax-debate-shape?sba=AAS


SENATE DISTRICT 12: The biggest Senate battleground, as Republicans struggle to retain the 

seat being vacated by termed-out Sen. Anthony Cannella. Assemblywoman Anna Caballero of 

Salinas hopes to benefit from Democrats’ 18-point edge in voter registration in the Central 

Valley district, while Madera County Supervisor and former Madera mayor Rob Poythress aims 

to hold the seat for the GOP. 

SENATE DISTRICT 14: Democrats have a 19-point registered voter advantage in the Central 

Valley district held by Republican Sen. Andy Vidak of Hanford, but he’s won the seat twice. This 

time he faces Democratic Sanger City Councilwoman Melissa Hurtado, who hopes to unseat 

him in a Trump backlash. 

SENATE DISTRICT 34: Former Democratic Assemblyman Tom Umberg hopes Democrats’ 9-point 

edge in voter registration will be enough to defeat GOP Sen. Janet Nguyen in the predominantly 

Orange County-based district. 

ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 16: Assemblywoman Catherine Baker of Dublin is the lone Republican in 

the San Francisco Bay Area despite a 14-point disadvantage in voter registration. Democrats 

would like to change that by electing law professor Rebecca Bauer-Kahan. 

ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 32: Democratic Assemblyman Rudy Salas of Bakersfield is seeking a fourth 

two-year term over Republican Hanford City Councilman Justin Mendes. Democrats have a 21-

point advantage in voter registration and Salas was the sole Assembly Democrat to vote against 

the gas tax increase, but he barely edged Mendes in the June primary election. 

ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 35: Freshman Republican Assemblyman Jordan Cunningham of San Luis 

Obispo will seek to hold his Central Coast seat against Democrat Bill Ostrander, though voter 

registration is a virtual tossup between the two major parties. 

ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 38: It’s a rematch for Santa Clarita residents Dante Acosta and Christy 

Smith in Los Angeles and Ventura counties. Republican Acosta narrowly defeated Democratic 

school board member Smith in 2016 in a district where voter registration is virtually tied 

between the two major parties. 

ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 40: Democrats hope to pick up the San Bernardino County seat being 

vacated by GOP Assemblyman Marc Steinorth, who barely retained the seat two years ago. 

Republican San Bernardino city councilman Henry Gomez Nickel led Democratic county 

supervisor James Ramos by 5 percentage points in the June primary election despite 

Democrats’ 10-point voter registration advantage. 

ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 60: Democratic Assemblywoman Sabrina Cervantes of Corona is 

Republicans’ biggest Assembly target. Federal prosecutor Bill Essayli hopes to unseat her in part 

by emphasizing her vote for a gas tax increase, but Democrats lead by 8 points in voter 

registration in the Riverside County district. 

ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 65: Democratic Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva of Fullerton won her 

seat in 2012, lost it to a Republican in 2014, and won again two years ago. She now faces 



Republican Alexandria Coronado in the Orange County district where Democrats hold an 11-

point edge in voter registration, but Republicans hope to turn her gas tax vote against her. 

Back to Top 

 

California High-Speed Rail Authority issues EIR for Fresno-Bakersfield segment 

(Progressive Railroading) 

The California High-Speed Rail Authority's board will host a meeting later this month to accept 

public comment on the final supplemental environmental impact report (EIR) for the Fresno-to-

Bakersfield section of the state's high-speed rail system. 

 

The authority announced late last week that the final supplemental EIR is now available. It 

represents a "comprehensive project-level review of the southern part of the section that runs 

between Poplar Avenue in Shafter and a station location in downtown Bakersfield," authority 

officials said in a press release. 

 

The EIR evaluates the locally generated alternative, which extends from Shafter east toward 

State Route 99 and the existing Union Pacific Railroad tracks, then southward into Bakersfield, 

ending at a station location on F Street in downtown Bakersfield. 

 

The document then compares the locally generated alternative to the alignment in the area 

previously studied in 2014. 

 

The Oct. 16 board meeting will be held at Bakersfield City Hall. 

Back to Top 

 

Upcoming summit focuses on making San Jose more pedestrian friendly 

(Mercury News) 

On Oct. 18-19, walking advocates and experts will discuss everything from sidewalks to 

scooters. 

With new apartment complexes and office buildings sprouting up across San Jose, pedestrian 

advocates want to make sure walkers aren’t just an afterthought as the city plots the future 

landscape. 

On Oct. 18 and 19, the group California Walks will hold its fifth biennial pedestrian summit in 

San Jose to discuss the future of mobility — and the way everything from tech to culture 

influences how walkable a place is in the Golden State.  

https://www.progressiverailroading.com/high_speed_rail/news/California-High-Speed-Rail-Authority-issues-EIR-for-Fresno-Bakersfield-segment--55819?email=stacey.hendlerross@vta.org&utm_medium=email&utm_source=prdailynews&utm_campaign=prdailynews10/8/2018
http://www.hsr.ca.gov/
http://hsr.ca.gov/Programs/Environmental_Planning/final_supplemental_fresno_bakersfield.html
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/10/04/upcoming-summit-focuses-on-making-san-jose-more-pedestrian-friendly/


The nation’s 10th largest city has long been associated with urban sprawl. As the region 

morphed from the Valley of Heart’s Delight into Silicon Valley, developers spread out, creating a 

vast network of homes and shops and offices that most people traverse by car, not foot. The 

city wants to get more people out of their air-conditioned bubbles, but that’s not an easy task. 

“There are a lot of kinds of barriers and challenges that are generations and centuries old,” said 

Chris Johnson, the program manager of Walk San Jose, a local walking advocacy group founded 

about a year ago. “For a lot of people, changing to walkability is a generational challenge.” 

Sal Alvarez, an executive analyst in San Jose’s office of economic development, is working on a 

way to change that. Over the next few months, the city is launching a program to help people 

find their way around the city and show residents just how close — and walkable — some 

popular destinations are to each other. If a resident typically drives to and from San Pedro 

Square Market and to and from SoFA Market, for instance, he might not realize that they’re 

only about a 15 minute walk apart. 

The city, said Alvarez, who is participating in a panel at the summit, has created an interactive 

map and will put up totems downtown as part of a pilot program to help people get around. 

San Jose has also been upgrading its bikeways to encourage more cycling. 

“I think we’re heading in the right direction in really promoting walking,” Alvarez said. 

But walking advocates want to see San Jose do more to make walking a safer, better experience 

for people who aren’t in the heart of the city. 

“Downtown has made more strides lately, and so have downtown-adjacent areas,” Johnson 

said. “Farther out, it gets patchy.” 

Alvarez acknowledges that and says the city aims to expand its program in the future. 

As that happens, pedestrian advocates want leaders to make sure vulnerable communities are 

considered. 

“We have a traffic fatality rate that is higher than our murder rate in this city,” Johnson said. 

“Seniors, immigrants, and non-English speakers are disproportionately represented in 

pedestrian deaths.” 

Pedestrian traffic fatalities have declined somewhat since spiking to 24 in 2014, but 16 people 

were killed in 2017 and 13 of the city’s 34 traffic fatalities so far this year have involved 

pedestrians. 

Charles Brown, a senior researcher with the Voorhees Transportation Center and a professor at 

Rutgers University who will deliver the keynote presentation at the summit, urges cities to 

consider historical and contemporary inequities as they build more walkable communities. 

http://sjeconomy.com/wp-content/uploads/DowntownSanJoseMap_2017.pdf
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/08/17/changes-coming-for-san-jose-downtown-bikeways-as-city-removes-parking-spots/
http://www.sjpd.org/boi/vcuweb/autoped-stats.html


Low-income neighborhoods and minority communities are disproportionately likely to have 

insufficient infrastructure and residents may have concerns about police harassment and 

perceptions about crime that make them less inclined to walk, Brown said. 

Cities need to offer staff cultural competency training, Brown said, and fix gaps in the sidewalk 

network and increase lighting. Many people, like service workers, don’t work traditional hours, 

he continued, and may be walking at night. 

“When we say we want walkable communities for all, we need to truly mean that and ensure 

the policies and systems in place are working for all,” Brown said, “because if they are not, they 

are indeed disenfranchising many.” In addition to equity, panels will cover issues such as how to 

make sure tech serves rather than hinders walkers. 

Several people will also receive awards at the summit, among them Jorge Quiroz, Elizabeth 

Chavez and their family. The pair launched AileenQ to push for traffic safety after their 5-year-

old daughter Aileen was killed in a San Jose crosswalk by a driver who failed to stop. 

Summit organizers want more local residents to participate in conversations and policy 

discussions about how to make San Jose a safer, more enjoyable place for pedestrians. 

“Communities are the greatest experts, in our experience,” Johnson said. “They know their 

challenges and strengths.” 

 
What: PedsCount! 2018 Summit 

Where: San Jose State University 

When: Oct. 18-19 

Register to attend: https://californiawalks.org/pedscount2018/ (Friday is the deadline to 

register.) 
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Caltrain forecasts 300 percent surge in ridership demand by 2040 (Progressive 

Railroading) 

By 2040, Caltrain could serve as many as 250,000 daily passengers, representing a 300 percent 

increase over the system's current ridership.  

 

The announcement comes as the railroad develops its latest business plan. Caltrain staff found 

that "significantly increased" service could attract about 243,000 daily riders, up from 65,000 

daily riders today, agency officials said in a press release. 

 

As part of its electrification plans, Caltrain plans to improve capacity and service frequency. The 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/07/family-channels-pain-into-crusade-against-san-joses-rising-pedestrian-deaths/
https://californiawalks.org/pedscount2018/
https://www.progressiverailroading.com/passenger_rail/news/Caltrain-forecasts-300-percent-surge-in-ridership-demand-by-2040--55817?email=stacey.hendlerross@vta.org&utm_medium=email&utm_source=prdailynews&utm_campaign=prdailynews10/8/2018
http://www.caltrain.com/
https://www.progressiverailroading.com/passenger_rail/article/Caltrains-electrification-project-is-finally-under-construction--54112


railroad expects to begin rolling out electric trains in 2022. 

 

The ridership projections were part of market assessment of rail service along Caltrain's 

corridor, agency officials said. 

 

Caltrain officials began preparing the business plan in 2017 after the agency awarded contracts 

for its electrification project. 

 

The plan will address long-range opportunities to integrate regional rail services to traverse and 

connect Caltrain's corridor. It also will outline specific targets for service and capacity growth. 

 

Over the coming months, Caltrain staff will weigh options for increasing service to meet 

projected ridership growth, agency officials said. 

Back to Top 

 

Horses leave lasting stench at Viva CalleSJ: Roadshow (Mercury News) 

Q: My husband and I attended the recent Viva CalleSJ street festival along Monterey Highway. 

It was a ton of fun. But I think it would be better if two rules were added. Horses should wear 

diapers or have a pooper scooper following them. Smelling, stepping in or riding through horse 

poop is no fun. There were a lot of stinky piles everywhere. 

Karen Thompson, San Jose 

A: There were some pooper scoopers trailing the horses, but more would be welcomed next 

year. Dung of this magnitude is no fun. Your next concern involves much smaller critters and 

absent-minded humans. 

Like Mr. Roadshow’s Facebook page for more questions and answers about Bay Area roads, 

freeways and commuting. 

Q: Dog leashes should be limited to six feet. Those thin, extendable leashes are incredibly 

dangerous. I witnessed an oblivious woman walking her tiny dog on one near the curb on the 

far right side of the street. The dog saw something on the opposite side of and made a mad 

dash, perpendicular to the road. His thin leash was extended to its full length forming a lethal 

tripwire. 

ADVERTISING 

A group of young people on bicycles was approaching and very nearly had a 10-person pile-up. 

Fortunately, a sharp-eyed teenager saw the thin leash and shouted a warning and everybody 

stopped until the dog ran back to his owner, who never once noticed the danger she had put 

them in. 

https://www.progressiverailroading.com/passenger_rail/news/Caltrain-awards-125-billion-worth-of-electrification-contracts--48750
https://www.progressiverailroading.com/passenger_rail/news/Caltrain-awards-125-billion-worth-of-electrification-contracts--48750
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/10/08/horses-leave-lasting-stench-at-viva-callesj-roadshow/
http://bayareane.ws/mrroadshowfb


It would be cool to go next year and see that these situations no longer exist. We will go 

regardless. It really was a fun, happy time. 

Karen Thompson 

A: I’m not sure how the city would enforce a shorter leash policy. They may add a notice on its 

FAQ page and remind folks how extended leashes can be a tripping hazard. 

Q: Bike lanes on Saratoga Avenue between Stevens Creek and Williams Road in San Jose is the 

worst idea I have ever heard. Saratoga Avenue at Interstate 280 is the worst traffic situation on 

the westside. The traffic flow through the Moorpark-280 interchange is already bad. And when 

the Harker School drop-off is occurring, the entire intersection is in gridlock. 

Would adding the bike lane remove a traffic lane? What the intersection needs are additional 

lanes. I won’t even start with the Mitsuwa grocery store lot situation. 

Drivers in this area have already had to suffer due to the Moorpark bike lanes, and lane diet. It 

is getting to be as bad to be a driver as it is to be a smoker. 

Christopher Anthony 

A: There is no road diet coming. The city is just adding bike lanes. This is a difficult area to 

negotiate, but city planners believe by connecting with existing bike lanes on Moorpark and 

Williams, it creates an alternative to driving alone and a more balanced transportation system. 

Back to Top 
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From: VTA Board Secretary  

Sent: Tuesday, October 9, 2018 5:22 PM 

To: VTA Board of Directors; VTA Advisory Committee Members 

Subject: VTA Connections Newsletter - October 2018 

 

VTA Board of Directors and VTA Advisory Committee Members: 

 

Below is VTA’s newsletter for October 2018.  It can also be accessed using this link:  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAVTA/bulletins/2126482 

 

Please share with your constituents. 

 

Thank you. 

             

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
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VTA Winchester train courtesy of VTA rider and Instagrammer @anyphotosj 

 

Public Meetings Scheduled for Transit 

Oriented Development Updates IN THIS ISSUE   

 Public Meetings 

Scheduled for 

Transit Oriented 

Development 

Updates 



 

Three public meetings are planned in the next few weeks to keep 

neighbors and businesses informed about VTA’s efforts to provide 

transit oriented development throughout Santa Clara County. 

“Transit oriented development” (TOD) refers to the development 

of housing, retail and/or office space near transportation stations, 

like VTA light rail. 

 

Earlier this summer, VTA issued three Requests for 

Proposals (RFP) to the real estate development community to 

build mixed use (retail/commercial/housing) projects on VTA-

owned land. 

Read more.                                              Back to Top 

 

October 2018 Service Changes 

 October 2018 

Service Changes 

 CA Human 

Trafficking Law 

Modeled on VTA 

Policy 

 Public Opportunity 

to Weigh in on 

Capitol Expressway 

Light Rail Plans 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

10/10/18 1:30 PM 

TAC Regular Meeting 

  

10/10/18  4:00 PM 

CAC Regular Meeting 

  

10/10/18  6:30 PM 

BPAC Regular Meeting 

  

10/11/18  4:00 PM 

PAC Regular Meeting 
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Attention Riders!  

The following bus and light rail service changes took effect on 

Monday, October 8. 

 

Major Changes: 

Light Rail Line 901 (Santa Teresa – Alum Rock) 

The weekday Express light rail servicewill be discontinued. Extra 

cars will be added to regular trains to handle capacity as needed. 

 

Express Lines 180 & 181 

With BART extending the Orange and Green lines to Warm 

Springs in September, the northernmost stop for VTA Express 

Bus Lines 180 and 181 will be Warm Springs BART instead of 

Fremont BART.  These two lines will no longer service stops 

on Montague Expressway, Mission Boulevard, Stevenson 

Boulevard, and Civic Center Drive. 

Read more.                                                Back to Top 

 

CA Human Trafficking Law Modeled on 
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please contact 
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VTA is proud to have been the model for a newly signed 

California law addressing human trafficking and how public transit 

agencies can help fight it. 

 

AB 2034,  signed by Governor Brown Thursday, September 27, 

makes it mandatory for all public transit agencies in California to 

provide training for its employees on how to identify the signs of 

human trafficking and call for help. 

Assembly member Ash Kalra, a former VTA Board Chair, brought 

the bill forward modeled on VTA’s training of its operators and 

other employees. 

Read more.                                                      Back to Top 
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Expressway Light Rail Plans 
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A public meeting and open house is scheduled for Thursday, 

October 18 to present information on updated plans to extend 

VTA light rail from the Alum Rock station to the Eastridge Transit 

Center. 

 

Attendees can view exhibits of the project features. VTA and its 

partners will be on hand to provide project details and answer 

questions. Meeting details are as follows: 

October 18, 2018, 6 p.m. 

Hank Lopez Center, Multi-Purpose Room 

1694 Adrian Way, San José 

(This location is served by VTA Transit bus lines 70 and 522.) 

Read more.                                             Back to Top 
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From: VTA Board Secretary  

Sent: Thursday, October 11, 2018 1:16 PM 

To: VTA Board of Directors 

Subject: VTA Information: 2018 October Standing Committee Agenda Packets  

 

VTA Board of Directors: 

 

You may now access your VTA CMPP and A&F agenda packets via the links below.  

 

 Congestion Management Program and Planning (CMPP) Committee –Thursday, 

October 18, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. – CMPP Agenda Packet 

 Administration and Finance (A&F) Committee – Thursday, October 18, 2018 at 12:00 

p.m. – A&F Agenda Packet  

Thank you, 

VTA Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA  95134 

board.secretary@vta.org (e-mail) 

(408) 321.5680 (telephone) 

(408) 955.0891 (fax) 

 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/2C71fbv
http://bit.ly/2RHF1SA
board.secretary@vta.org

