
From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Monday, September 17, 2018 4:47 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: September 17, 2018 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Monday, September 17, 2018 
 

Light Rail Incident 9/14 (Multiple Outlets) 

KNTV (NBC) 
KGO-TV (ABC) 
San Jose Mercury News  
San Jose Mercury News (update, 9/17) 
 
 
 

 

 
Conserve paper. Think before you print.  
 

http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTYxMDYzMyZNRElEPTEwNDE0OTYyJk1EU2VlZD0zMjcwJlR5cGU9TWVkaWE%3D
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTYxMDYzMyZNRElEPTEwNDE0OTk3Jk1EU2VlZD00ODcmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/09/14/woman-hit-by-light-rail-train-in-san-joses-japantown/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/09/17/update-woman-hit-by-light-rail-train-in-japantown-expected-to-survive/


From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Tuesday, September 18, 2018 4:41 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: September 18, 2018 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Tuesday, September 18, 2018 

1. San Jose wheels and deals for tech growth, Google village (San Jose Mercury News) 

2. Anger in California's carpool lanes as more than 200,000 drivers are set to lose decals 

(Los Angeles Times) 

3. Yet Another Worrisome Subway Statistic: More People Are Going on the Tracks (The 

New York Times) 

4. Lyft’s Bid to Rule the Streets Now Includes Public Transit (Wired)  

 

San Jose wheels and deals for tech growth, Google village (San Jose Mercury News) 

San Jose officials intend to orchestrate multiple property deals that the city hopes will bring 

more tech companies to north San Jose, create a more enjoyable experience at Avaya Stadium, 

and pave a smoother path for the development of a Google transit village downtown. 

The city wants to sell land near the Coleman Highline complex across from San Jose 

International Airport in a deal officials hope will trigger major new leases at the office, hotel 

and retail project, increase parking for soccer games and other events at Avaya Stadium as well 

as for tech tenants at the development; and sweep away some potential impediments to land 

needed for the Google complex in downtown San Jose. 

“We are helping out with economic development at Coleman Highline with this property sale,” 

Nanci Klein, San Jose’s deputy director of economic development, said Monday. “It also helps 

lift a cloud that could hang over some of the Diridon (government-owned) sites” in downtown 

San Jose near the proposed Google village. 

City staffers have recommended that San Jose sell to the Coleman Highline property owners 

some city-owned land next to the complex so project developer Hunter Properties can build 

thousands more parking spaces, which would benefit Avaya Stadium patrons and people 

working or shopping at the Coleman Highline site. 

“The sale price is $24.8 million, or $45 per square foot of land,” Kim Walesh, the city’s 

economic development director, wrote in a memo prepared for the City Council. 

How do the Google village sites in downtown San Jose tie into all this? 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/09/17/san-jose-wheels-and-deals-for-tech-growth-google-village/


John Fisher, a majority owner of the Oakland Athletics baseball team and a part-owner of the 

San Jose Earthquakes soccer club, which plays at Avaya, is a primary partner in the Coleman 

Highline complex with Hunter Properties. Fisher also is principal owner of Athletics Investment 

Group, which controls options on key parcels in downtown San Jose that at one time were 

being set aside for an Oakland A’s baseball park. The stadium project eventually evaporated. 

San Jose officials now want to use those sites to bolster Google’s plans for a transit-oriented 

community near the Diridon train station where 15,000 to 20,000 of the search giant’s 

employees could work. The deal would oblige Fisher to relinquish his interests in the choice 

downtown San Jose parcels. 

“As a condition to sell to John Fisher the land on Coleman Avenue, he is being required to 

release his options on the Diridon station properties,” Klein said. 

The sale of the city land at Coleman Highline is scheduled to be completed by the end of this 

year. The proceeds from the sale would potentially be deployed to pay for city-owned soccer 

fields. 

Two big tech companies, Roku and 8×8, have already leased big chunks of office space at 

Coleman Highline. Roku in August leased 472,000 square feet, a deal that would take the 

company’s commitment to 600,000 square feet. And in January, 8×8 leased 162,000 square 

feet. 

“Coleman Airport Properties has commitments for 760,000 square feet of the 1.5 million square 

feet of office and research space entitled for the site,” according to Walesh’s memo, which 

noted that on-going discussions with other tenants “could achieve the full build out” of the 

project. 

The additional parking makes it easier for Coleman Airport Properties to attract tenants for the 

remaining space at the site. 

“Without access to the additional land, the developer will likely under build the office 

component of the site by 350,000 to 400,000 square feet to retain more surface parking or 

build larger parking garages,” according to the city memo. 

Without more parking spaces, city officials warned, office workers, retail patrons and hotel 

guests could have encountered increasing difficulties in accessing both Coleman Highline and 

Avaya Stadium. 

“Almost half of the office site would have to clear out by 6 p.m. to accommodate the obligation 

to provide 5,000 parking spaces on a game night,” Klein said. “That is a significant obligation. 

Because of traffic concerns, it is common that a number of patrons arrive by 5 p.m.” 

Back to top 

Anger in California's carpool lanes as more than 200,000 drivers are set to lose 

decals (Los Angeles Times) 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-ln-clean-air-car-decals-20180917-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-ln-clean-air-car-decals-20180917-story.html


For some California commuters, cutting down on carbon emissions isn’t a sexy enough reason 

to buy an electric car. But the ability to bypass freeway traffic without having to carpool — 

that’s another story. 

So there is grumbling in high-occupancy-vehicle lanes across California these days. On Jan. 1, 

the owners of as many as 220,000 low- and zero-emission vehicles stand to lose the white and 

green clean-air decals that allow them to drive solo in the diamond lanes. 

The decal program was designed to get more clean-air vehicles on state roadways. But it also 

clogged the lanes, sometimes to the point of gridlock. 

So the state Legislature passed a measure last year that significantly limits the number of 

people eligible for these decals. As of New Year’s Day, drivers who received their clean-air 

stickers before 2017 will have to buy new vehicles to qualify for the program, or purchase used 

cars that have never had a decal but would have qualified for one in 2017 or 2018. 

And some who earn above a certain amount won’t be eligible for the stickers at all. 

Clean-air advocates say that the new policy unfairly punishes early adopters of electric vehicles 

and plug-in hybrids, and will discourage drivers who can’t afford to buy a newer zero-emission 

vehicle — but may have purchased a used one to secure the carpool benefit — from entering 

the electric vehicle market. 

“There need to be continued incentives to get people to drive electric,” said Katherine Stainken, 

policy director for Plug in America, a Los Angeles electric vehicle advocacy group. “And we’re 

not making it easy for someone to make that choice.” 

One reason for the backlash is that carpool lanes are also being shared by large numbers of 

cheaters who illegally drive their fuel-burning cars solo in the lanes to cut down on their 

commutes. 

In some parts of the state, 1 in 4 vehicles in diamond lanes are there illegally, according to 

Caltrans. 

Those who face losing their stickers argue authorities should crack down on the cheaters before 

turning to those who bought fuel-efficient cars. 

Dave Moreno of Glendale, who will lose the clean-air decal for his 2013 Prius, said he finds it 

ridiculous that electric car drivers are the ones being penalized for this problem. The 68-year-

old said he regularly sees single-occupancy gas guzzlers weaving in and out of carpool lanes. He 

thinks the California Highway Patrol should monitor the lanes in vehicles emblazoned with the 

words “HOV Patrol.” 

“There needs to be a message that the CHP is taking enforcement seriously,” Moreno said. “I’m 

honestly not seeing it.” 



The CHP is doing everything it can to enforce HOV-lane law, CHP Officer Kevin Tao said. But the 

agency’s resources are spread thin. About 230 officers are responsible for patrolling 915 miles 

of freeways and highways in Los Angeles County at any given time, Tao said. And responding to 

collisions, disabled vehicles and other traffic hazards takes priority over issuing the $491 

citations to cheating carpool lane users. 

“Because people don’t see us sitting next to the carpool lanes, they assume we aren’t doing our 

jobs out there,” he said. 

To meet federal requirements, a diamond lane must move at an average of 45 mph during peak 

commute hours. In 2016, California’s highways met that benchmark only 32% of the time, 

Caltrans data show, explaining the sudden push to reduce carpool-lane traffic. 

There are solutions to this problem that would spare clean-air drivers, such as increasing 

vehicle occupancy requirements to three or more people; instituting or increasing tolls; or 

constructing more diamond lanes, according to Caltrans. But those fixes are either cost-

prohibitive or politically unpopular, said Stuart Cohen, executive director of TransForm, an 

Oakland transportation advocacy group. 

“This is absolutely the simplest way to tackle this issue,” Cohen said. 

It may be the simplest solution, but it is not necessarily the most logical. An estimated 8% of 

vehicles using carpool lanes in Los Angeles County have clean-air stickers, according to Caltrans. 

The agency said it has been unable to determine a correlation between decaled vehicles and 

lethargic diamond lanes. 

The exact number of drivers who will be affected by the decal policy changes is unclear. The 

132,733 vehicles issued a white or green decal in 2017 or 2018 are eligible to apply for a sticker, 

which will provide access to diamond lanes until Jan. 1, 2022. The 214,949 drivers who got their 

decals before 2017 will be issued a sticker only if they buy a new car. Vehicles that would have 

been eligible for decals in 2017 and 2018 — but never received one — may also qualify for a 

sticker. 

Further complicating matters are the new income thresholds placed on sticker-holders with 

fuel-cell vehicles. Single filers who make more than $150,000 a year and households that earn 

more than $300,000 must choose between a clean vehicle rebate and the decal. This does not 

apply to plug-in or battery-run cars. 

Jeff U’Ren, a 2017 Chevy Bolt driver who has already received the rebate, said that the income 

cutoff — which he exceeds — seems “ambiguous.” 

“It doesn’t really help our state in its cause to replace fossil-fuel burners with non-polluting 

vehicles,” U’Ren said. 

This policy change comes at a crucial time for the state as it strives to meet climate change 

goals. This year, Gov. Jerry Brown issued an executive order calling for 5 million zero-emission 



vehicles to be on the road by 2030. But only about 400,000 zero-emission cars have been sold 

so far in California. 

The policy change for carpool lane stickers comes at a crucial time for California as it strives to 

meet climate change goals. 

One way to get more people into electric cars is to promote those sold in the pre-owned 

market. But clean-air decals will no longer be available to most older models — and that could 

make all the difference for low-wage earners who are on the fence when it comes to buying a 

zero-emission vehicle, advocates say. A recent UCLA study found the ability to drive alone in a 

carpool lane or a toll lane is the "single biggest incentive" for Californians to buy a zero-

emission vehicle if they live within 10 miles of such a lane. 

On Thursday, Brown signed a bill that would allow residents who make below 80% of the state’s 

median household income — about $54,000 a year — to buy decals for some used cars that 

were already issued white and green stickers. That regulation goes into effect in 2020. 

But there are drivers who fall into the financial in-between, including Kitty Adams of Torrance. 

Adams, a single mother of three who is temporarily leasing a 2002 electric Toyota RAV4 from a 

friend, said the carpool lane shaves 30 to 45 minutes off her commute. The decal allows her to 

pick up and drop off her kids at school on time. 

Adams is in the market for a used electric car that costs about $10,000. She cannot comfortably 

afford a new one. 

“Not being able to use the carpool lane will definitely affect my day-to-day,” she said. 

In Greater L.A., some environmentally minded commuters will be doubly hit. In April, the 

Metropolitan Transportation Authority opted to end a program granting solo drivers of zero-

emission vehicles free access to the carpool lanes on the 110 and 10 freeways. Drivers with 

clean-air stickers will be charged a toll starting in November or December of this year, though 

they will receive a 15% discount on the per-mile toll lane price. 

For Marvin Campbell of Culver City, this tangle of local and state regulations is enough to make 

him consider buying a new car. 

The 57-year-old treadmill mechanic said he’s not convinced that electric vehicles are clogging 

carpool lanes. But he commutes about 14,000 miles each year and can’t imagine traveling 

without the decal. So he’ll probably replace his trusty electric Kia Soul — even though it’s just 2 

years old. 

Back to top 

Yet Another Worrisome Subway Statistic: More People Are Going on the Tracks 
(The New York Times) 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/17/nyregion/nyc-subway-tracks-delays.html


The man stood casually on the subway tracks, his face showing no sign of terror as he stared 

down a 360-ton train. 

The train operator spotted him and stopped the train just in time, sparing his life. Then the man 

climbed onto the platform and disappeared. 

“It was totally bizarre how he was so calm,” Doug Latino, a subway rider, said of the man he 

recently saw on the tracks at Grand Central Station in Manhattan. 

Anxious witnesses were relieved that the man survived, but frustrated that the incident set off 

a cascade of train delays. 

The episode was also far from unusual. As subway officials work to pull the system out of crisis, 

their effort to run trains on time is hampered by ancient signals, creaky trains and, increasingly, 

by people venturing onto the tracks — sometimes in a suicide attempt, but more often for 

other reasons. There were nearly 900 incidents last year in which someone was on the tracks or 

was hit by a train after getting too close while on the platform. 

This year, the number of incidents is on pace to rise even higher — a worrisome trend that 

subway officials are struggling to curtail. 

“In New York, we have more incidents of people on the tracks than anywhere else I’ve worked,” 

Andy Byford, the subway’s leader, said in an interview. Mr. Byford has also been a top transit 

official in London, Sydney and Toronto. 

“It’s a real challenge, and it’s one of the many factors we need to tackle in this all-out push to 

improve the reliability of our service.” 

There are many reasons people end up on the tracks: Passengers are drunk, confused or 

urinating, or they drop something and try to retrieve it on their own. Escaped prisoners have 

even climbed on the rails. 

In a small number of horrifying cases, someone is pushed off the platform. 

Subway leaders do not know for certain why the incidents have increased, though they 

speculate it may be in part because of the many homeless people who frequent the system or 

the ubiquity of expensive smartphones that drop to the tracks. 

Last year, only 43 of the incidents were believed to be suicides or attempted suicides, subway 

officials said, noting that it is often difficult to determine what motivates people. 

Mr. Byford said he understands that some tragic cases involve New Yorkers with emotional 

problems. But as the situation gets worse, he wants everyone else to hear a clear message: 

Being on the tracks is dangerous and could lead to criminal charges. 

“I have little sympathy for those who think it’s funny to go run around the tracks or who go 

down to urinate,” he said. “I have no sympathy for them because it causes huge delays.” 



Most transit systems wrestle with the problem of riders climbing onto the tracks, but the 

challenge is more pronounced in New York, where there are more than five million daily riders 

and a sprawling system of 472 stations — the most stations of any subway in the world. Cities 

including Paris and Hong Kong have installed walls and platform doors at some stations to curb 

the problem. 

“In New York, we have more incidents of people on the tracks than anywhere else I’ve worked,” 

said Andy Byford, the subway’s leader. 

In New York, each incident can take an hour to 90 minutes to resolve, depending on where it 

happens and whether the power to the rails is cut off, Mr. Byford said. If someone dies on the 

tracks, the time needed to restore train service can stretch even longer since the train crew 

must wait for law enforcement to remove the body. 

On Thursday, an “unauthorized person on the tracks” in Brooklyn wreaked havoc on the A line. 

Power was turned off on the tracks in both directions for half an hour while the police searched 

for the man. 

People who deliberately go onto the tracks can be charged with criminal trespass, a 

misdemeanor. 

The incidents are also disturbing for subway workers and other riders who witness a gruesome 

death or injury. “It’s unbelievably traumatic for the train crew,” Mr. Byford said. 

There have been a series of heartbreaking cases, including a woman who jumped onto the 

tracks with her 2-month-old baby this summer. But there have also been bizarre episodes — a 

woman strolling down outdoor tracks in Brooklyn last year, confounding other riders — and 

reports of frustrated riders escaping from stalled trains. 

With a system that runs around the clock and no barrier standing between riders and the 

tracks, it is impossible to keep people from ending up where they should not be. But subway 

riders might not realize how perilous the tracks can be. They could be electrocuted by the third 

rail, a steel column that carries a wallop of 600 volts of electricity. It is also difficult to pull 

yourself back onto the platform once you are on the tracks. 

“Don’t even think about it,” Mr. Byford said. “If you drop something, let us know. Do not go on 

the tracks under any circumstances.” 

One solution that has been discussed for at least a decade is platform doors. London, for 

example, has glass walls lining some platforms to prevent people and objects from falling onto 

the tracks. But they are expensive, and officials at the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, 

which oversees the subway, have said that installing them across the system could cost more 

than $1 billion. 

In June, Mr. Byford postponed a platform door trial at the Third Avenue station on the L line in 

Manhattan, instead choosing to spend the money on installing elevators at a different station. 



Mr. Byford said he understood the benefits of platform doors, but they were not a “cheap, 

quick or easy fix.” He instead wants to prioritize improving accessibility for wheelchair users. 

For now, officials are working with the police to remove people from the tracks quickly and 

with social service agencies to help the homeless. If riders see someone who is distressed, they 

should press a button on a Help Point column or notify a subway worker. 

This year, there have been 621 subway incidents involving a person who is on the tracks or 

struck by a train — a figure that puts the agency on pace for more incidents than last year. 

The problem is hardly the biggest cause of subway delays. There were more than 72,000 delays 

in June, according to statistics from the M.T.A. About 1,500 trains were delayed by people on 

the tracks — about 2 percent of total delays. About 7 percent of weekday delays were caused 

by signal failures, and about 26 percent were blamed on planned maintenance work. 

Mr. Byford has promised to cut the number of monthly train delays by 10,000. More than a 

year after officials began a rescue plan to fix the subway, delays have remained persistently 

high. The on-time rate still hovers around 65 percent — about the same as a year ago and the 

lowest rate since the transit crisis of the 1970s. 

For train crews, dealing with a death on the tracks can have a lasting impact. Zachary 

Arcidiacono, who joined the agency as a train operator in 2007, said workers sometimes have 

nightmares and panic attacks. 

“Some people are deeply affected by it,” said Mr. Arcidiacono, who is a leader at the Transport 

Workers Union Local 100, which represents thousands of subway workers. 

Then there are the delays anytime someone is on the tracks. Mr. Latino was on his way to a 

business meeting in Lower Manhattan when he saw the man at Grand Central Station last 

week. Trains were stopped on the No. 4 line, so he walked to the F line. It was a hot day, and he 

began to sweat. He couldn’t help but be annoyed. 

“I was completely sopping wet,” he said, “by the time I got where I was going.” 

Back to top 

Lyft’s Bid to Rule the Streets Now Includes Public Transit (Wired) 

In today’s transportation landscape, opening the Lyft app on your phone is a sign of intent. It 

means that wherever you’re going, you’ve decided you won’t be biking or walking or taking the 

bus. Maybe you’ll share the ride with a stranger, but you’re definitely making the trip in a car. 

Lyft cofounder and president John Zimmer is trying to rejigger that timeline. He wants the tap 

of the pink icon to come at the moment you’ve decided where you’re going—and before you 

know how you’ll get there. Because whatever mode of transportation is right for you and your 

trip, he wants Lyft to be your navigator. That’s why, starting next week, some Lyft users in Santa 

Monica will see a new option. 

https://www.wired.com/story/lyft-public-transit-app-zimmer-santa-monica/


“It’ll say ‘Nearby Transit,’” says Zimmer. So if you’re at the pier and looking to get across town, 

the app will show you nearby drivers and prices, as usual, But in the bottom of the screen, it will 

also offer information about public transit. In Santa Monica that means the Big Blue Bus, LA 

Metro’s Expo Line, and MetroLink service. You can see where each line goes and when the next 

bus or train is coming. 

Starting this week in Santa Monica, the Lyft app will give some users access to information 

about public transit, including nearby lines. 

That’s about it for the moment, but Lyft expects to expand its public-transit-related offerings, 

first by displaying this new “card” to all its Santa Monica users, then expanding the setup to 

other cities. It’s considering new capabilities too, like having the app offer transit directions 

(Hop on the Expo Line toward 7th St/Metro Center, get off at 26th St/Bergamot, walk five 

blocks south). It hasn’t seriously looked at integrating fare payments into its app, but it’s an 

easy move to imagine. 

Zimmer has long said his mission is to slash the rate at which humanity travels about in single-

occupant vehicles, in the interest of easing congestion and reducing planet- and lung-choking 

emissions. Still, helping customers avoid your service seems like a strange move—until you 

consider it in the context of Lyft’s greater mission: becoming the ultimate transportation 

middleman. The company is now testing out a subscription model, in an effort to become more 

than one of myriad transportation options. Customers who commit to Lyft for, say, a month, 

are less likely to use Uber or their own car during that span. And they’re more likely to make 

that kind of commitment if Lyft can help them make all sorts of trips, not just the occasional 

ride home from the bar. 

Lyft, you see, isn’t just about cars anymore. This summer, it acquired Motivate, the country’s 

largest bike-share operator, so now Lyft controls the fleets that accounted for three-quarters of 

bike-share rides in the US in 2017. Last week, the company launched a fleet of shared electric 

scooters in Denver. It just got official permission to deploy them in Santa Monica, and it plans 

to do so next week. 

Uber, one of Lyft’s primary competitors, has also expanded into the broader mobility space, 

snapping up dockless bike-sharing company Jump and striking a deal with mobile ticketing 

company Masabi in a move that will eventually let customers use its app to pay for public 

transit in cities around the world. “If you really want to provide something that can replace the 

car in people’s lives, you want to have more than ride-sharing,” Andrew Salzberg, Uber’s 

transportation policy chief, told WIRED in April. 

Ultimately, Zimmer wants more customers to use Lyft more regularly—to be willing to 

subscribe, figuratively if not literally. That means helping them move in all the ways they want 

to move, whether by car, bike, scooter, or public transit. Consider how this can simplify a user’s 

life. Today you might open five apps run by five companies to weigh all your options, from 

biking to busing to bumming a ride. Bit by bit, Lyft is positioning itself to be the place you look 

for all that information—and the occasional ride. 



And if it still sounds crazy, imagine the Santa Monica resident who has made this leap and 

checks her bus status every morning through the Lyft app, instead of Google Maps or anything 

else. Maybe today she’s in a hurry, and her bus is late. Now, she doesn’t need to change apps—

or go to the competition—to find her way. 

Back to top 
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