
From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Monday, September 10, 2018 10:35 AM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: September 10, 2018 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Monday, September 10, 2018 

1. BART Used Parts (multiple broadcast outlets) 

2. Santa Clara County Sheriff's deputies hold special enforcement operation for 'Rail 

Safety Month'  (ABC 7 News) 

3. BART to San Jose delayed again, parts mistake puts Berryessa service at end of 2019 

(Mercury News) 

4. Improving Safety and Speed on VTA's Light Rail System (Passenger Transport) 

 

BART Used Parts (multiple broadcast outlets)   

KPIX Ch. 5   KPIX Ch. 5  (2 stories) 

KCBS Radio     KRON Ch. 4       KTVU Ch. 2    ABC 7 News   ABC 7 News 

 

Santa Clara County Sheriff's deputies hold special enforcement operation for 

'Rail Safety Month'  (ABC 7 News) 

Santa Clara County Sheriff's deputies held a special enforcement operation in San Jose on 

Friday along the VTA light rail system for "Rail Safety Month." 

 

They are making sure drivers, pedestrians and cyclists are aware of the laws around VTA tracks. 

 

"This is really just an educational exercise for us today. Many people think they can just beat a 

train and oftentimes as we've seen in the Bay Area, if you're going to try to beat a train often 

time the train wins," said VTA Spokesperson Holly Perez. 

 

Sheriff's deputies told me they were looking for speeding drivers and red-light runners during 

Friday's special enforcement operation along the VTA's light rail system. 

https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2018/09/06/subcontractor-mistake-sets-back-work-on-san-jose-bart-extension/
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTEwMzgwNzg2Jk1EU2VlZD04MjczJlR5cGU9TWVkaWE%3D
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTEwMzgwODExJk1EU2VlZD0xMjgyJlR5cGU9TWVkaWE%3D
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTEwMzgwNzUxJk1EU2VlZD0xMDY5JlR5cGU9TWVkaWE%3D
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTEwMzgwNzMwJk1EU2VlZD01MzE2JlR5cGU9TWVkaWE%3D
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTEwMzgwNzEzJk1EU2VlZD00MTMmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
VTA%20announces%20delay%20on%20Berryessa%20BART%20extension%20project%20in%20San%20Jose
https://abc7news.com/traffic/santa-clara-deputies-hold-special-operation-for-rail-safety-month/4174186/
https://abc7news.com/traffic/santa-clara-deputies-hold-special-operation-for-rail-safety-month/4174186/


 

They're also making making sure pedestrians aren't distracted or jaywalking. 

 

Del Mar High School sits at the corner of Southwest Expressway and Stokes Street in San Jose, 

one of three intersections where the operations were held. 

 

Sadly that intersection has seen tragedies. 

 

Two people, in two separate accidents, were hit and killed by a VTA train there in 2014, 

including a 14-year-old girl. 

 

According to VTA, Friday's enforcement exercise resulted in 16 citations and 25 warnings. 

Back to Top 

 

BART to San Jose delayed again, parts mistake puts Berryessa service at end of 

2019 (Mercury News) 

BART to San Jose could be delayed again to the end of next year, the Santa Clara Valley 

Transportation Authority said, after the agency found a contractor had installed improper 

communications equipment that needs to be replaced. 

The $2.3 billion, 10-mile Bay Area Rapid Transit extension from Fremont to new stations in 

Milpitas and San Jose’s Berryessa district broke ground in April 2012 and was originally 

projected to open in June. VTA officials last year boasted that it could open ahead of schedule 

in December 2017. But testing delays pushed that date back, and VTA officials earlier this year 

said it might not be open until September 2019. 

The repeated delays have worn on Silicon Valley residents tired of waiting for the promised 

arrival of a transit system that has been talked about for decades to relieve nightmarish 

highway traffic. 

“Here we go again,” said David Marshall, 71, of Milpitas. “I’ve been following this thing since it 

was a dotted line on a map over the last 20 or 30 years. Every time I wait for a grand opening, it 

keeps getting pushed back. I find that very disappointing.” 

VTA spokeswoman Brandi Childress said in a statement late Thursday that the agency will have 

a better sense early next year of when service to the Berryessa station can begin after more 

testing is completed. But VTA requested an extension to the Federal Transit Administration that 

would reflect a start of passenger service no later than Dec. 31, 2019, she said. 

“VTA is making every effort to replace the parts in an expedient manner to mitigate the 

schedule impacts to the maximum extent possible,” Childress said. 

https://abc7news.com/archive/9399989/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/09/07/bart-to-san-jose-delayed-again-parts-mistake-adds-year-to-berryessa-service/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/09/07/bart-to-san-jose-delayed-again-parts-mistake-adds-year-to-berryessa-service/


The latest problem involved routers and other equipment related to communications systems 

that control things like passenger information signs, next-train signals, public address systems, 

closed-circuit television, radio, fire alarms and secure door access badges, VTA spokeswoman 

Bernice Alaniz said. 

On June 12, Childress said, VTA was told that some of the networking equipment installed to 

date “does not comply with contract requirements and must be replaced.” Replacement 

equipment has been ordered and some already delivered. 

The installed parts functioned but were either used or otherwise out of compliance with the 

contract specifications for manufacturer warranties, Alaniz said. 

“In other environments sometimes these parts can be used,” Alaniz said. “But VTA specified in 

our contract they had to be all new parts and as spec’d.” 

Alaniz said the replacement would cost $1.25 million, and that VTA expects that to be covered 

by the contractor. VTA is investigating to determine how the mistake happened, she said. 

“I share our residents’ frustration in both the news of this delay as well as the circumstances 

that caused it,” said San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo, a VTA board member. “Our top priority is 

ensuring that we have a safe and secure system, which is why we’re working to replace the 

improper equipment as soon as possible. We’ll also be looking into exactly how this happened 

in order to hold the responsible parties accountable for their errors and to ensure this doesn’t 

happen again.” 

Alaniz said that Skanska-Shimmick-Herzog, the joint venture chosen as the general contractor, 

“is working diligently with us and they’re a part of the remedy.” 

While BART will operate the trains once the extension is opened, VTA is responsible for building 

the project. “We’re supporting how VTA is handling this,” BART spokeswoman Anna 

Duckworth,  “because that’s a VTA project.” 

Santa Clara County opted out of joining the original BART system in the 1960s, but as South Bay 

traffic worsened in the 1980s, local officials began pushing for a 16-mile BART extension from 

Fremont into San Jose and Santa Clara. 

Voters in 2000 approved a tax to build the BART line. That was followed by a second tax 

approved in 2008 to cover operating costs. Voters approved a third tax in 2016 to help fund the 

segment from Berryessa to downtown San Jose. 

A second phase project to extend BART six miles from Berryessa into downtown San Jose and 

Santa Clara is projected to be completed in 2026, and its timing is unaffected by the latest 

hiccup in the Berryessa extension project, Alaniz said. 

The tracks and stations from Fremont to Berryessa have already been built and the system has 

been in testing. Ridership for the Berryessa extension is estimated to start at 23,000 a day and 

to double after 15 years. 



Alaniz said the Berryessa extension is still expected to come in under its $2.3 billion budget. 

“We are taking the appropriate measures to mitigate the delay wherever possible,” Childress 

said, “and will continue to look for potential ways to accelerate the start of passenger service. 

Back to Top 

 

Improving Safety and Speed on VTA's Light Rail System (Passenger Transport) 

A Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) pilot project aims to improve both the 

speed of trains through the busy downtown area of San Jose, CA, and safety around the system. 

 

Trains traveling to downtown at 35 mph are forced to drop to 7 mph as they move along the 

transit mall, which is often crowded with pedestrians, cyclists and other vehicles. As travel 

speeds plummet, so too does the train’s appeal. “VTA’s light rail system has yet to achieve the 

ridership envisioned at its inception more than three decades ago, and slow speeds are a big 

reason why,” said Holly Perez, public information officer for VTA. 

 

Background 

The downtown slowdown is the product of two decisions made in the 1980s: light rail 

construction through downtown at street level and a design that blends the trackway with the 

pedestrian environment. Tracks merge with the sidewalk for three-fifths of a mile. Uniform 

granite tiles blend the pedestrian and transit spaces, belying the danger presented by 

approaching trains. The design was intended to facilitate permeability of the trackway and 

minimize negative aesthetics, but it also induces conflicts between trains and pedestrians. 

Trains are permitted to travel 10 mph downtown, but operators choose to go slower to allow 

more braking time for unexpected track intrusions. 

Addressing the Issues 

To tackle the slowdown and safety 

issues, VTA’s Downtown Light Rail 

Safety and Speed Pilot Project seeks to better delineate pedestrian and public transit spaces, 

and direct pedestrians to safe places to cross the tracks. The six-month pilot project will install 

temporary railings with breaks for driveways and crosswalks along one block of downtown San 

Jose. Improved warning signals at driveways will discourage vehicles from stopping on the 

tracks as they emerge from driveways, and new signage and street markings will direct 

pedestrians to safe crossings. 

 

“Making light rail faster and more appealing will be key to accommodating the increase in 

travel demand expected for the big changes poised for downtown San Jose,” said Perez. A 

planned San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit extension, high-speed rail and a Google mega-

expansion so large that it required a rewrite of the city’s downtown plan will arrive in the 

 

 

http://newsmanager.commpartners.com/aptapt/issues/2018-09-07/20.html


coming years. 

 

The pilot project stems from VTA’s goals of making public transit safer, faster and more reliable. 

It also supports the city of San Jose’s recently-adopted Vision Zero Program and General Plan 

goals of increasing the share of trips made on public transit—the latter of which will only be 

achieved if public transit can become more time-competitive with driving. 

 

Selecting the Best Option 

To develop the pilot, VTA staff evaluated strategies used in other cities to prevent pedestrians 

from intruding on tracks, including the use of bollards, planters, fencing, sidewalk-embedded 

lighting and overhead lighting that illuminates when trains approach. A wide cast of 

stakeholders was consulted about the potential treatments, including San Jose staff, downtown 

businesses and residents and VTA train operators. Railings emerged as the preferred treatment 

for aesthetics, ease of installation and maintenance reasons. 

 

Opting for the railing-based approach was not without challenges as the very notion of physical 

barriers along the trackway conflicts with the original permeable design of the transit mall. The 

pilot project will be a test of human behavior as well as the tolerance of those who prefer the 

original open design. VTA staff will observe pedestrian volumes and circulation patterns before 

and during the pilot project and will continue to seek input from stakeholders. 

 

If the treatments prove successful in making the transit mall safer and allowing trains to 

operate at permitted speeds, permanent railings could be installed throughout downtown. A 

downtown-wide installation could provide the California Public Utilities Commission, which 

regulates VTA light rail operations, with the justification to increase the 10 mph speed limit. 

And this means faster trains and more riders. 

 

Back to Top 

 

 

 
Conserve paper. Think before you print.  
 



From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Tuesday, September 11, 2018 11:38 AM 
To: VTA Board of Directors; VTA Advisory Committee Members 
Subject: VTA September 2018 Take-One is now available 
 

VTA Board of Directors and VTA Advisory Committee Members: 

 

The September 2018 Take-One is now available.  Please click on the link below: 

 

http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/Take%20One_Final.pdf 

 

Thank you. 

 

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
 

 
 

 

 
Conserve paper. Think before you print.  
 

http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/Take%20One_Final.pdf
mailto:board.secretary@vta.org


From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Tuesday, September 11, 2018 12:07 PM 
To: VTA Board Secretary 
Subject: From VTA: VTA’s BART Silicon Valley Berryessa Extension Update 
 

VTA Board of Directors and VTA Advisory Committee Members: 

 

Please follow this link to view our blog post on VTA’s BART Silicon Valley Berryessa 

Extension. 

 

Should you have any questions related to this updated, please contact Bernice Alaniz, Director of 

Marketing & Customer Service, at 408-321-7539. 

 

Thank you. 
 
Office of the Board Secretary 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 North First Street, Building B 
San Jose, CA 95134-1927 
Phone 408-321-5680 

 

 
 
 
Conserve paper. Think before you print. 
 
 

http://www.vta.org/News-and-Media/Connect-with-VTA/VTAs-BART-Berryessa-Extension-Update#.W5gOnc5Kipp


From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Tuesday, September 11, 2018 2:55 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors; VTA Advisory Committee Members 
Subject: September 2018 Connections Newsletter 

 

VTA Board of Directors and VTA Advisory Committee Members: 

 

Below is VTA’s newsletter for September 2018.  It can also be accessed using this link:  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAVTA/bulletins/20ba9dc 

 

Please share with your constituents. 

 

Thank you. 

             
Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
 

   
 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAVTA/bulletins/20ba9dc
mailto:board.secretary@vta.org


From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Tuesday, September 11, 2018 5:51 PM 
To: VTA Board Secretary 
Subject: From VTA: September 11, 2018 Media Clips 
 

 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Tuesday, September 11, 2018 

1. California high-speed rail proponents seek to speed up real estate buys as project hits 

'pause mode (Silicon Valley Business Journal) 

2. Caltrain ridership on the rise (San Mateo Daily Journal) 

3. More than 220,000 solo HOV-lane drivers will lose carpool stickers Jan. 1 (Mercury 

News) 

4. BART Turns 46: Transportation Gamble Now Indispensable ‘City On Wheels’ (KPIX Ch. 

5) 

5. How a transportation safety net could keep more people off the streets 

(Calmatters.org) 

 

California high-speed rail proponents seek to speed up real estate buys as project 

hits 'pause mode (Silicon Valley Business Journal) 

The slow-moving world of California high-speed rail has entered another pause mode even as 

proponents are trying to push faster to produce publicly visible results by speeding up property 

acquisition. 

The state’s electorate is in the last couple of months of deciding whether to go for anti-

train Republican John Cox or a semi-supportive Democrat Gavin Newsom for governor to 

succeed Gov. Jerry Brown, the fast trains’ biggest booster, and less than a year after cost 

estimates for the system leapt by more than a third. 

The U.S. High Speed Rail Association began its three-day leadership summit in San Jose today 

with its leader, 79-year-old Rod Diridon — namesake of the city’s central rail station — handing 

his reins to Dan Richard, chair of California’s High-Speed Rail Authority, whose days in 

Sacramento likely are numbered regardless of the new governor’s identity. 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/09/11/california-high-speed-rail-real-estate-buys-delay.html?ana=e_du_prem&s=article_du&ed=2018-09-11&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1536704604&j=83772071
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/09/11/california-high-speed-rail-real-estate-buys-delay.html?ana=e_du_prem&s=article_du&ed=2018-09-11&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1536704604&j=83772071
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Republican%20John%20Cox
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Jerry%20Brown
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Dan%20Richard


“There’s not a lot of merit to debating whether a high-speed rail project should be built,” San 

Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo said in an interview. “Contrary to popular perception, it’s actually 

under construction. It will get to San Jose.” 

After telling attendees that he expects the California Legislature to continue to support the 

project, Sen. Jim Beall of Campbell said in an interview that he believes Brown will soon sign SB 

1172, which Beall wrote, to reduce the time needed for right-of-way acquisition for the system, 

which was a major contributor to the cost increase. 

Appraisals for more than 500 parcels of the 1,800 parcels needed for Central Valley 

construction between Madera and Bakersfield went stale before deals could be concluded, the 

rail authority said. 

The legislation will give high-speed rail the same authority as Caltrans to negotiate and 

purchase property directly from owners rather than using a more cumbersome process through 

other state agencies, Beall said. 

“This bill would reduce the acquisition time for each parcel by an average of several weeks to 

months,” authority spokeswoman Annie Parker said in an email. 

This year’s iteration of high-speed rail’s business plan calls for two operating segments to open 

by 2026, one from San Francisco to Gilroy and the second in the Central Valley, which can be 

built with existing funds. Another $7 billion is needed to connect those segments via tunnel 

beneath the Diablo Range by the target date of 2029. 

 

Back to Top 

Caltrain ridership on the rise (San Mateo Daily Journal) 

Traffic counts shift, more passengers between San Jose to Gilroy 

Over the last year, more people, including bicyclists, are riding Caltrain, and ridership has 

especially grown between San Jose and Gilroy on weekdays. The list of busiest trains stations 

also shifted modestly. 

Weekend ridership has decreased, but not as drastically as one might guess given the 

decreased service levels on weekends due to electrification work. 

Those are a few takeaways from the transit agency’s annual passenger counts. 

While the annual count brought largely good news for Caltrain, most statistical changes are 

relatively minor and there’s often not a clear explanation for them. 

“We’re taking these numbers and reading the tea leaves as to what it means,” Caltrain 

spokesman Dan Lieberman said. 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Sam%20Liccardo
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/caltrain-ridership-on-the-rise/article_c9002dc8-b4a1-11e8-a7e8-9fea08b22fb0.html


Since 2017, ridership during peak and reverse peak hours has gone up 2.5 percent and 5.1 

percent respectively, though midday and nighttime ridership has dropped 9.2 percent and 5.8 

percent for a total increase in ridership of just 1.5 percent. 

Lieberman attributed the overall jump in ridership to congestion on Highway 101 and to a 

relatively brief rainy season this year. 

Average mid-weekday ridership on the Gilroy Extension jumped 15.4 percent in the last year, 

following a trend of increasing ridership in that area since 2011. 

Lieberman said those numbers are an indication that the population is shifting to where 

housing is more plentiful. 

The order of busiest stations on weekdays changed modestly in the last year. Menlo Park was 

the 10th busiest station in 2017, but that rank now belongs to the 22nd Avenue station, and 

Sunnyvale and Millbrae have traded spots over the last year — they’re now ranked sixth and 

seventh place, respectively. 

Ridership has increased at 18 Caltrain stations, especially at Hayward Park, College Park and 

Belmont, but is down at 11 stations, including South San Francisco and Menlo Park. 

Bike ridership has seen a 6 percent average mid-weekday increase since 2017 and bicyclists are 

not getting bumped off of overcrowded trains as often. Lieberman said the bike ridership 

increase could also be explained by this year’s shorter rainy season, and bumps have been 

steadily decreasing since the agency added a third bike car in 2016. 

Caltrain has also changed the methodology for its passenger counts, switching from the average 

weekday ridership statistic to the average mid-weekday ridership statistic. The new 

methodology requires fewer hours of labor and is expected to save the agency $400,000 to 

$500,000 a year. 

A key findings report with more detailed analysis of passenger counts will be published by the 

end of the month, Lieberman said. 

Back to Top 

 

More than 220,000 solo HOV-lane drivers will lose carpool stickers Jan. 1 

(Mercury News) 

Nearly 224,000 solo drivers stand to lose their green and white carpool stickers — permanently 

— on Jan. 1 in a seismic shakeup of the rules governing diamond lanes. 

Others will be unable to get new red replacement stickers because their incomes will be too 

high. And some express carpool lanes might require three or more people to ride free, while 

vehicles with two people inside may have to pay — but at a discount. 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/09/11/223654-solo-drivers-to-lose-carpool-stickers/


The new rules come courtesy of the state Legislature and the Air Resources Board, which are 

trying to address — in part — just how jammed with traffic carpool lanes have become. 

There are 223,654 drivers statewide who received stickers before 2017 to drive solo in electric 

vehicles, plug-in hybrids or ones that can run on alternative fuels such as compressed natural 

gas. These drivers will be ineligible to extend their perk after Jan. 1 unless they purchase a new 

electric vehicle. Another 132,733 decals have been issued since then, and those motorists can 

apply for the new red stickers. 

The change means nearly two of every three motorists who now have stickers will soon be 

competing with all those drivers in the slow-poke lanes. 

While transportation officials insist the changes are overdue, getting booted out of carpool 

lanes has many drivers exasperated. 

“I’m really bummed out,” said Danny Shader of Palo Alto, whose 2015 Ford Fusion Plug-in and 

daughter’s 2014 Chevy Volt have expiring green stickers. “It basically means that only people 

with the means to buy an expensive new electric car or who are willing to pay tolls can use the 

carpool lanes.” 

Helen Gjerde, of Saratoga, got white stickers three years ago for her Tesla. “It’s a bad idea,” she 

said. “I’ll be ineligible for red stickers, even though I’m not polluting the atmosphere. I thought 

that was the reason for encouraging people to go electric.” 

The new rules don’t address the biggest problem — the large number of cheaters who don’t 

fear the $491 ticket for an HOV-lane violation. On some freeways, they number nearly 40 

percent, Caltrans and the Metropolitan Transportation Commission said. 

But tightening the rules on low- and no-emission vehicles will make the express lanes more 

effective for the folks they were actually meant to serve: carpoolers. 

“The current system is definitely broke; right now the carpool lanes are losing,” said Stuart 

Cohen, executive of TransForm, a transportation advocacy group in Oakland. “Many of the Bay 

Area’s carpool lanes are slowing down 75 percent or more of the time. At that 

point, commuters lose all incentive to carpool. 

“Even worse, buses, carpools and shuttles that may be carrying five to 60 people per vehicle 

also come to a crawl. That means more solo driving and more congestion for everybody.” 

Federal highway officials have been pushing Bay Area leaders to address the carpool catch-22 

for several years. Reining in the sticker perk for thousands of motorists is one approach to 

keeping average speeds above 45 mph in carpool lanes, as required by federal law. Another 

one, also coming soon, is banning high-income drivers from purchasing decals — the cut-off will 

be $150,000 for single filers, $204,000 for head-of-household and $300,000 for joint filers. 

There’s more. Planners in San Mateo County are considering raising the carpool requirement on 

Highway 101 to three people but giving those with just two people in a car half off their FasTrak 



toll-lane fees. The idea could spread to 101 in Santa Clara County and Interstate 880 in the East 

Bay. 

Applications for carpool stickers soared 35 percent last year from 223,651 to 302,453. That was 

the biggest one-year increase ever, as more California drivers seek ways to beat maddening 

traffic jams choking the state. That’s up from a mere 69,554 five years ago. 

The irony is that more clean-air cars with stickers, coupled with the rising number of out-of-

control carpool lane cheaters, means clogged HOV lanes are going to remain bumper-to-

bumper. 

On Highway 237 west of Interstate 880, in a study last year an average of 36 percent of vehicles 

going westbound in the morning were clean-air vehicles. 

One thing the state won’t do to clear out the express lanes is get rid of solo drivers who pay 

tolls for the privilege of driving there. Instead, look for the toll network to expand, because it 

helps pay to construct more such lanes. 

Plans for 550 miles of express lanes in the region may entice even more solo drivers to pay a 

toll once those new lanes open. On Interstate 580 in the Livermore area where toll lanes 

opened two years ago, solo drivers willing to fork over as much as $9 for a toll now make up 66 

percent of drivers in the express lane. 

New decals will be valid until Jan. 1 of the fourth year after the year in which the decal was 

issued. None can be renewed. And unless the Legislature extends the program, it will end Sept. 

30, 2025, when all decals issued after the start of 2022 also will expire. 

“It is time to end that program to keep the carpool lanes meeting the federal speed standard,” 

former Caltrans traffic operations manager David Seriani said. “I believe those vehicles are very 

popular now and are being purchased for other benefits anyway. Access to carpool lanes are 

icing on the cake.” 

Don’t tell that to Scott Matteoni , who commutes in his Chevy Volt from San Jose to Hayward 

along I-880. With his green stickers soon to be invalid, he’s considering buying a $30,000 

electric Hyundai Kona to keep his carpool privileges. 

“Big purchase,” he said. “I’m not big fan of this decision.” 

 
DECALS 

 Decals issued before 2017 are valid until Jan. 1, 2019. 

 Owners with a green or white decal issued between Jan. 1, 2017, and Jan. 1, 2019, can 

apply for a replacement red sticker, which is valid until Jan. 1, 2022. 

 Starting Jan. 1, 2019, decals will be valid only until Jan. 1 of the fourth year after the 

year of issuance — and you can only have one and it cannot be renewed. 



 New decals will be red, replacing green and white stickers. 

 For a vehicle purchased on or after Jan. 1, 2018, the DMV cannot issue a CAV decal to an 

applicant who has received a consumer rebate through the Clean Vehicle Rebate Project 

(CVRP).  An applicant whose gross annual income is above specified thresholds must 

choose between a CAV decal or a CVRP rebate. 

BART Turns 46: Transportation Gamble Now Indispensable ‘City On Wheels’ (KPIX 

Ch. 5) 

It’s the system people love to complain about, and yet it’s hard to imagine how the Bay Area 

could function without it. Now rolling headlong into the realm of middle age, Bay Area Rapid 

Transit will celebrate its 46th birthday this week, and if you want to take a trip through BART 

history, there’s no better person to do it with than Mike Healy, BART’s spokesman for more 

than 39 years. 

“Well, it’s a miracle. I think BART is an absolute miracle,” said Healy, looking back the system’s 

origins. “It came so close to not happening.” 

The original plans were ambitious: a rail system stretching from Santa Clara to San Rafael. It 

was to be sleek, fast, and stylish. A vision of the future, a possible solution to post-war 

automobile woes, BART was envisioned as many things, but in reality, it was an expensive dollar 

gamble. Despite a lot corporate campaigning and untold amounts of backroom arm-twisting, it 

was a gamble some people wanted nothing to do with. 

“San Mateo [County] dropped out,” recalled Healy. “And then BART asked Marin to drop out 

when it became clear that the Golden Gate Bridge would not allow trains on the second deck, 

and that was the original plan. Even then, when the vote came around in 1962, it was a 

squeaker. Only reason it won was because they averaged the three counties out. Had it not 

passed, there would be no BART today.” 

Construction launched in 1964, the last piece of the Transbay Tube was submerged in 1969, and 

by 1972, and the first leg of the system was opened between Fremont and MacArthur Stations. 

The project was also running over budget. Reporting on the eve of BART’s launch, KPIX reporter 

Ed Arnow described BART as “the payoff for the astronomical indebtedness that San Francisco, 

Alameda, and Contra Costa counties have been willing to accept voluntarily.” So by the time 

Day 1 rolled around, that perennial BART struggle was built into the system, the cost, versus the 

promise of a traffic solution. 

Two years later, the system would connect to San Francisco. Speaking at the 1974 celebration 

San Francisco Mayor Joe Alioto declared “nobody is a fanatic against automobiles, but we all 

recognize that the automobile has had too much in the way of a monopolistic absorption of our 

interest and energy and now we’re changing that.” 

Amid the excitement, however, there was a word of caution from BART management, which 

predicted there would be challenges in the future, and there was. There were leaks in the 

https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2018/09/10/bart-at-46-transportation-gamble-city-on-wheels/


Transbay Tube. The train control system had problems that sent the notorious “Fremont Flyer” 

train off the rails. The board of directors was replaced amid allegations of financial 

mismanagement. Then, in 1979, there was a fatal fire beneath the bay. 

That fire produced a lot of hard lessons for BART, said Healy. But he also noted those BART was 

not unique in that respect. “Transit is always faced with challenges,” Healy explained. “ Every 

transit system is faced with challenges, maintenance challenges, expansion challenges, financial 

challenges.” There have also been labor challenges when striking workers crippled mobility in 

the Bay Area, but that chaos – think back to 2013 – also proves that over the years, BART 

became exactly what its supporters said it would be. 

BART’s ridership has more than tripled over the course of its history. It was critical in the weeks 

following the Loma Prieta earthquake when the Bay Bridge was damaged. The Transbay Tube 

now carries some 340,000 commuters every weekday, while the Bay Bridge only carries about 

290,000 cars. BART is something the Bay Area simply could not live without. As for the agency’s 

more recent challenges of crime, drugs and homelessness, they serve as a reminder that BART 

isn’t just a train system; it’s also reflection of the Bay Area itself. “Yeah, BART is kind of a 

microcosm of the world it serves,” said Healy. “I always liked the term city on wheels, cause 

that’s what it is.” 

Back to Top 

How a transportation safety net could keep more people off the streets 

(Calmatters.org) 

While housing costs in California have skyrocketed, what is often the second biggest expense 

for a household is commonly overlooked and is contributing to the surge in homelessness. 

Anti-poverty advocates have called for measures to provide low-income residents more 

assistance with transportation costs. 

Access to reliable transportation is crucial to maintaining stable employment, reaching 

educational opportunities, caring for family and staying healthy, they said. But there is no 

consistent safety net to help struggling people meet that need. 

Top of Form 

Bottom of Form 

A 2015 study by Harvard University found access to transportation is the single biggest factor in 

the odds of escaping poverty and avoiding homelessness. 

“There are so many people that just cannot make ends meet before you even get to the 

concept of transportation,” said Veronica Lewis, a director at Homeless Outreach Programs 

Integrated Care System, or HOPICS, one of the largest homeless service providers in Los 

Angeles. “Honestly, it’s one of the biggest barriers for some of our clients.” 

https://calmatters.org/articles/california-transportation-safety-net-could-prevent-homelessness/
https://calmatters.org/articles/category/projects/california-dream/homelessness/


That includes Oscar Ramos, formerly homeless, for whom HOPICS has recently secured 

temporary housing at a hotel in Long Beach. Ramos is in the process of documenting medical 

issues and applying for Social Security benefits, so he has regular appointments he needs to get 

to in downtown Los Angeles. 

The journey from his new housing in Long Beach will take more than an hour on a train and a 

bus with walking in between. HOPICS provides Ramos with transit tokens as a form of 

temporary relief, but without the emergency assistance he has few options. 

“I walk,” he said. “I’ve got some new shoes and the heels are already messed up from walking 

so much.” 

Costs quickly add up 

A $1.75 L.A. Metro ticket doesn’t sound like much, but taking multiple trips a day adds up 

quickly. A monthly pass might save Ramos money, but at $76, it would eat up a third of the 

assistance he gets to cover his monthly expenses. 

“If we don’t figure out a way to increase people’s access, reduce the burden of taking care of 

their business, getting to and fro, the problem will continue to get worse,” said Lewis. 

HOPICS cobbles together transportation support from a patchwork of public subsidies, but it’s 

not enough. The nonprofit draws on its general budget to buy extra Metro tokens and run a 

fleet of vans, using funds it gets through foundations, the city and county that could otherwise 

be put to services like housing, health care and job training. 

Lewis wants to see more coordinated efforts to strengthen the transportation safety net, not 

only for people like Ramos, but for low-income communities before they fall into homelessness. 

Seattle is working on a solution 

Many advocates point to a program in the Seattle area as a model for such an approach. It’s the 

first big city in the country to try a simple idea: Charge low-income people less to use transit. 

“We knew that there is a population that can’t afford to use public transportation, and that it’s 

a very vulnerable population that we wanted to make sure we reached,” said Christina O’Claire, 

a manager with King County Metro Transit, which runs the ORCA LIFT low-income discount 

program. 

It sounds obvious, but what King County has done is pretty unique: They cut the base fares for 

single rides and passes on all forms of transit in the county by about half, and partnered with 

other social service agencies to enroll people when they pick up food stamps or go to the 

doctor. So far they’ve signed up about 70,000 people. 

In California, many transit agencies offer discounts to students, seniors or the disabled, but 

there are very few programs for low-income people who don’t fit into those groups. 

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/transportation/metro/fares-orca/orca-cards/lift.aspx


There are some exceptions, though none as comprehensive or deeply discounted as Seattle’s. 

The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority offers about a 20 percent 

discount on its monthly pass and is working on allowing users to pay in weekly installments, 

instead of $76 on the first of the month. 

The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency offers steeply discounted bus passes for 

$38 a month. In coming months, three more Bay Area transit agencies will join a pilot 

program with at least 20 percent off fares on Bay Area Rapid Transit, Caltrain and Golden Gate 

Transit. 

Helping with fares isn’t the only answer 

But simply addressing the dollar cost might not be enough to really help low-income people. 

“They also need something that can work for them in terms of time cost,” said Marlon Boarnet, 

chair of the urban planning department at the University of Southern California. 

Last year, Boarnet co-authored a study of how different modes of transportation affect access 

to jobs by low-income workers in San Diego county. 

“We found transit is not nearly as good at connecting people to the labor market as cars,” he 

said. 

Drivers had access to 30 times the number of jobs within a half hour commute compared to 

those who relied on public transportation. The time disparity is particularly fraught for low-

wage workers who may have odd hours, work overnight and can often be docked pay or fired 

for being late. 

But the cost of owning a vehicle can be prohibitive. One study from the Public Policy Institute of 

California found low-income people in the San Francisco Bay Area spent about 10 times as 

much on transportation if they drove compared to taking transit. 

But Boarnet found that simply shortening the time it takes people get to transit stops could 

improve people’s job access considerably. It would be the equivalent of adding 25 percent 

more buses and trains throughout the public transit system. 

“What could help make transit a better job access tool? One answer is dockless bikes, e-bikes 

and scooters,” said Boarnet. 

Casting a broader safety net 

He believes emerging technologies can offer big benefits to low-income people who can’t 

afford cars. But he said it’s up to policymakers to ensure the services are accessible to people 

who need them most, like Oscar Ramos, who doesn’t have a phone or a credit card. 

Boarnet said the transportation safety net may need to be broader to include solutions to 

banking, smartphones and subsidies for the many private services that are filling gaps in the 

transportation network. 

https://blog.bayareametro.gov/posts/523-mtc-meeting-wrap-commission-offers-support-proposed-bart-tod-policy-approves-pilot-program
https://blog.bayareametro.gov/posts/523-mtc-meeting-wrap-commission-offers-support-proposed-bart-tod-policy-approves-pilot-program
https://priceschool.usc.edu/how-transit-affects-job-seekers-first-and-last-mile-to-the-station-make-all-the-difference/
http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/report/R_704LRR.pdf


“There’s no one size fits all,” said Lewis at HOPICS. “The people that come into our office have 

all kinds of stories and experiences and needs, so we have to be able to do all those things.” 

The organization was able to give Ramos a van ride to his new housing in Long Beach. It’s just 

one step in a long haul toward getting on his feet, but Ramos was heartened that he’s further 

down the road to a better future. 

“I have five children. You don’t know how much that would mean to me — to be able to have a 

good paying job, a house for them to come stay the night,” he said. “The joy would just fill my 

heart.” 
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VTA Daily News Coverage for Wednesday, September 12, 2018 

1. VTA’s New Electric Buses Roll Out for Passenger Service (Mass Transit Magazine) 

2. Editorial: Restore safety, reliability, fiscal discipline to BART (East Bay Times) 

3. CA: Bay Area’s Clipper Card Transit System to Undergo $195M Retrofit to Improve 

User Experience (Mass Transit Magazine) 

4. HOV Stickers Expiring  KPIX Ch. 5  link to video 

5. Bullet train chief says he's not worried about losing momentum: 'We're employing 

thousands of Californians' (Silicon Valley Business Journal) 

 

VTA’s New Electric Buses Roll Out for Passenger Service (Mass Transit Magazine) 

 

Working toward the California goal to have all public transit fleets consist only of zero emission 

vehicles by the year 2040, the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority has rolled out three 

of its five new Proterra zero emission electric buses for passenger service. The buses are 

currently running on Line 10 (Airport Flyer). 

By using these vehicles, VTA is proactively reducing the consumption of natural resources, 

minimizing the creation of greenhouse gases to help protect the environment for future 

generations, and reducing the generation of pollution — all while delivering transportation 

solutions that meet the evolving mobility needs of Santa Clara County. 

VTA is starting its electric bus program ahead of anticipated state mandates. In light of 

California’s statewide public transit goal, the Air Resources Board is considering mandates that 

would start in 2020 to transition towards that goal. Buses last a minimum of 12 years, so to 

achieve the goal, no bus using diesel, natural gas or gasoline could be purchased after 2027.      

https://www.masstransitmag.com/press_release/12429508/vtas-new-electric-buses-roll-out-for-passenger-service


In addition to the fleet transition to electric, VTA is teaming up with Prospect Silicon Valley, and 

Bay Area tech companies to pilot a cutting-edge system that will charge those buses and track 

energy consumption while reducing the impact on the state’s electricity grid. This four-year 

“Vehicle to Grid Integration” (VGI) project will be closely followed by the public transit industry 

and other transportation providers, as they begin planning for their own fleet transitions to 

electric buses. The project will apply integrated systems to reduce charging costs through 

demand management and demand response. 

VTA’s fleet of five electric buses has the potential to reduce greenhouse gases by 1,266 tons per 

year. That’s the equivalent of about 350 passenger vehicles driven for one year. The electric 

buses can also reduce diesel fuel by roughly 50,000 gallons per year. 

The electric buses have 40 passenger seats.  Our current diesel electric hybrid buses hold 37 

people seated, and the 60-foot articulated buses hold up to 48 seated passengers. 

Back to Top 

 

 

 

Editorial: Restore safety, reliability, fiscal discipline to BART (East Bay Times) 

Keller, Cummings, Natarajan provide the best hope for Bay Area's deeply troubled transit 

system                                                                                                                                   

With three East Bay BART board positions on the Nov. 6 ballot, voters have an opportunity to 

bring some much-needed change to transit district leadership. 

We recommend incumbent Joel Keller in District 2, Paul Cummings in District 4 and Anu 

Natarajan in District 6. They provide the best hope for restoring safety, reliability and fiscal 

responsibility to a deeply troubled agency. 

We looked for candidates who are realistic about the district’s finances and mission, who 

understand that riders are tired of dirty, unsafe trains and a constant shortage of station 

parking, and who recognize that there isn’t an unlimited checkbook for excessively generous 

employee benefits. 

Joel Keller  

District 2: Keller, like his colleagues, has often lacked fiscal discipline, but he showed some 

independence in his vote against the last labor contract extension. We expect he will look at the 

employee compensation and benefits with a more discerning eye than his opponent, Mark 

Foley, a systems analyst at the East Bay Municipal Utility District and now in his 14th year as 

president of the union representing workers there. 

https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2018/09/12/editorial-elect-keller-cummings-natarajan-to-bart-board/


Keller, who thoroughly understands the workings of BART after 24 years on the board, 

recognizes, unlike his opponent, that the transit agency should focus on making the trains run 

on time rather than becoming a planning agency for residential development. 

Paul Cummings  

District 4: Cummings, a retired Navy officer with an MBA, is trying to unseat incumbent Robert 

Raburn. Cummings supports fiscal discipline, wants to lock in guarantees that BART fulfill its 

spending commitments for its $3.5 billion bond measure, and is clear that BART shouldn’t be a 

“regional planning czar.” 

In sharp contrast, Raburn represents what’s wrong with the BART board majority today. He has 

been unwilling to challenge the lucrative union contracts, opposes binding restrictions on 

money BART promised for capital expenditures and believes the transit agency should be able 

to override cities on development around train stations. 

On that last point, he demonstrated his tendency to make decisions based on ignorant 

stereotyping. He cited Walnut Creek as an example of a city that he claimed had not built 

enough transit-oriented development. In fact, Walnut Creek officials say, during the past 10 

years, 950 units have been constructed within a half-mile of the BART station, another 925 are 

under construction, and 150 more are in the pipeline.Anu Natarajan  

District 6: With Thomas Blalock stepping down after 24 years, Natarajan is the stronger 

candidate to replace him. An urban planner who served for 10 years on the Fremont City 

Council, Natarajan brings a solid mix of elected office leadership experience and pragmatism. 

She unfortunately supports BART’s role as an urban planning agency for land it owns near its 

stations. But she recognizes that there should be limitations. On financial issues, she has a 

realistic recognition of the need to contain spending. 

Her opponent, engineer Liz Ames, is clear that BART shouldn’t be a housing authority, and says 

the transit agency’s employees should pay their full share of their pension costs. She’s a strong 

alternative, but she lacks Natarajan’s elective office experience. 

For the sake of Bay Area commuters and taxpayers, BART leaders need to improve service, 

make riders feel safe and restore sanity to employee compensation. Keller, Cummings and 

Natarajan are best equipped to help that effort. 

Back to Top 

CA: Bay Area’s Clipper Card Transit System to Undergo $195M Retrofit to Improve 

User Experience (Mass Transit Magazine) 

The Clipper card system that commuters use on nearly two dozen Bay Area public transit lines 

is set for a $195 million revamp that regional transportation officials hope will provide a 

smoother overall experience and lead to increased ridership. 

https://www.masstransitmag.com/news/12429537/bay-areas-clipper-card-transit-system-to-undergo-195m-retrofit-to-improve-user-experience
https://www.masstransitmag.com/news/12429537/bay-areas-clipper-card-transit-system-to-undergo-195m-retrofit-to-improve-user-experience


Pending approval later this month, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission will move to 

initiate a major update that modernizes station and vehicle card readers, associates cards with 

individual accounts and, for the first time, offers a mobile phone app to add fare value in real 

time. The new technology, slated for full implementation in 2021, will also improve the 

system’s security protections to guard against cyber threats such as data piracy and identity 

theft. 

“I look at it as an incremental but important upgrade to the existing system,” said MTC 

spokesman Randy Rentschler. “The deal is, for most people, they’re not even going to know. 

But a whole host of functionality will be put into Clipper to make it much better than it used to 

be.” 

Read the full article at https://www.pressdemocrat.com/news/8728596-181/bay-areas-clipper-

card-transit 

HOV Stickers Expiring  KPIX Ch. 5  link to video 
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Bullet train chief says he's not worried about losing momentum: 'We're 

employing thousands of Californians' (Silicon Valley Business Journal) 

Dan Richard, 67, a former member of the BART board, was named chair of the California High-

Speed Rail Authority in 2012, less than a year after being named to the board by Gov. Jerry 

Brown. 

Construction on the project began during his tenure, but progress has nevertheless been 

slowed throughout its history by lack of funding, lawsuits and a public fiercely divided in their 

approval of the project. 

As Brown’s term comes to an end, Richard’s time leading the project may also be winding 

down. This interview with the Silicon Valley Business Journal at the U.S. High-Speed Rail 

Association’s leadership summit this week in San Jose was edited for brevity and clarity. 

A closer look at California high-speed rail 

Here's a closer look at what California's bullet train could eventually look like. 

Does taking Rod Diridon’s place as head of the U.S. High-Speed Rail Association mean you’re 

preparing to step down from the California authority? 

The new governor will decide how he wants the leadership of the authority to look. I'll reach 

out to him at the appropriate time, and I'll respect the fact that he's the new governor and has 

that prerogative. 

https://www.pressdemocrat.com/news/8728596-181/bay-areas-clipper-card-transit
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/news/8728596-181/bay-areas-clipper-card-transit
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTEwMzkxNTczJk1EU2VlZD04NDg3JlR5cGU9TWVkaWE%3D
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/09/12/california-high-speed-rail-progress-dan-richard.html?ana=e_du_prem&s=article_du&ed=2018-09-12&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1536790587&j=83794491
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/09/12/california-high-speed-rail-progress-dan-richard.html?ana=e_du_prem&s=article_du&ed=2018-09-12&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1536790587&j=83794491
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Dan%20Richard
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Jerry%20Brown
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Jerry%20Brown


I do believe in two things: One, this is probably the most important work I've done in my 

professional life and I'm always going to be grateful to Jerry Brown for giving me the chance to 

do this to the extent that people want me to continue to be involved. Two, I intend to continue 

to work on both California and national high-speed rail and other infrastructure programs. 

That's what I'd like to do the rest of my professional life. 

Has the project lost momentum as the result of factors like Brown’s impending retirement, 

increasing costs, funding problems and slow progress? 

I'm not worried about the continued momentum because we're employing thousands of 

Californians today. We've got strong support here in Silicon Valley and I think those things will 

carry us through the first construction segment connecting (Silicon) valley to (Central) valley 

(now projected for 2029). 

Republican gubernatorial candidate John Cox says he’ll end high-speed rail. Democrat Gavin 

Newsom says he’s now supportive but is a past opponent. Neither choice brings the 

dependable enthusiastic support Brown did. 

My thought, going back a year ago, was that we should try to be in a position where the new 

governor doesn't face an immediate political decision on high-speed rail. In other words: 

“They're building, let them build this first leg.” 

I'm not sure that it's going to be anything other than a seamless transition, and I'm not just 

saying that as a matter of optimism, but I think as a matter of design, we've been trying to put 

ourselves in the position where the new administration will be able to look at this and say it 

seems to be under control. Yeah, we’ve got some longer-term issues. We got to get to those. 

But right now, let's just let these guys keep building. 

How big a blow to the project’s credibility was it to announce early this year that building 

costs in the Central Valley were exceeding budgets by a third? 

One of the problems with this project is that however well-intentioned, there's been so many 

handcuffs in a way that we've had to do things that no other project has really faced. We were 

caught between the need to spend the federal money before the (September 2017) deadline or 

otherwise those dollars turned into a pumpkin. At the same time, we didn't have all the land 

assembled. 

We faced a Hobson's choice that if we launched without having all the land assembled, we 

might end up in a situation where we were going to have to pay some change order penalties 

to the contractors. But if we didn't do that, the loss of money was going to be many, many 

times that. Now that we've spent the federal money by the deadline, and as we're looking 

forward, we will not go out with any new contracts until we have all the land assembled. We 

won't subject ourselves to those kinds of penalties again. 

How long will the public’s patience last? 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Jerry%20Brown
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/01/17/ca-high-speed-rail-central-valley-cost-estimate.html


I think that's the hardest question. I think our biggest challenge is imagination. This project 

takes so long that it is very hard for the average citizen to see over the horizon to see how this 

will affect their lives. I've been gratified because a lot of the polling has shown that basically the 

public support's been steady. Despite all the ups and downs. I would love it if we can get to 

something where people can actually see a train. I don't even care if it's a test train. 
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VTA Daily News Coverage for Thursday, September 13, 2018 

1. Housing tower slated to sprout near San Jose train station (Mercury News) 

2. Viva CalleSJ should entertain thousands: Roadshow (Mercury News) 

3. Breed and Oakland, San Jose mayors urge state PUC not to raise clean power fees (San 

Francisco Chronicle) 

4. These Bay Area cities have the smallest – and largest – carbon footprints (East Bay 

Times) 

5. BART staff ignored board to spy on riders, sent info ICE could access 

(SiliconValley.com) 

Housing tower slated to sprout near San Jose train station (Mercury News) 

A new residential tower is in the works for a vacant field next to the Tamien train station south 

of downtown San Jose, now that the developers have bought the land they need for the 

project. 

Republic Urban and Swenson, the project’s developers, have bought an empty lot where they 

intend to build a 120-unit, 10-story residential project that will rise next to the identical Skyline 

at Tamien apartment complex. 

“We think the market is very ripe for this type of product,” said Michael Van Every, president of 

Republic Urban. “Home ownership is really needed in the region.” 

Acting through an affiliate, GR Tamien, the developers paid $2.8 million on June 15 for about 

1.2 acres of land on Lick Avenue between West Alma Avenue and Floyd Street. 

“We will probably break ground late in 2019,” said Konstantin Voronin, land acquisition director 

with Republic Urban. 

San Jose city officials have already approved this phase of the development, which would be 

the twin of the first building. The current south tower of Skyline at Tamien fronts on Alma 

Avenue between Lick Avenue and the adjacent train tracks, with the freeway just a bit further 

west. 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/09/13/more-housing-slated-sprout-san-jose-train-station-google-adobe/


“The Skyline towers development is right next to transit,” Van Every said. “We think that’s 

something we are well-positioned to take advantage of.” 

Republic Urban is bullish enough about the development potential in the area that it has 

proposed an even larger residential project a short distance north and also near the train 

station. 

The adjacent and larger project would consist of 568 residential units and 3,000 square feet of 

retail, according to planning documents on file with the city of San Jose. Republic Urban and 

The Core Companies are co-developers of this nearby residential project, which would replace 

an existing surface parking lot for the transit station. 

The Tamien station is just a few rail stops from downtown San Jose’s Diridon Station transit 

hub, which serves light rail, Caltrain, Amtrak, the ACE Train, Capitol Corridor line and buses. So 

that means residents of these projects could reach work and entertainment destinations in 

downtown San Jose and other cities just by hopping on one of the trains at Tamien. 

Plus, more tech companies are eyeing downtown San Jose for future offices, or are actively 

planning expansions in the urban heart of the Bay Area’s largest city. 

“You have Google, Adobe and other employers moving into the downtown, so the demand for 

housing is also going to increase,” Voronin said. 

San Jose-based Adobe has proposed a major expansion of its downtown headquarters site that 

would add a fourth office tower next to the existing three-building campus. 

Mountain View-based Google plans to develop a transit-oriented community of office buildings, 

residences, shops, restaurants and open spaces near the Diridon train station in downtown San 

Jose where 15,000 to 20,000 of its employees would eventually work. 

“It’s probably a good time to diversify by building more projects with homes that are for sale,” 

Van Every said. 

Viva CalleSJ should entertain thousands: Roadshow (Mercury News) 

“Road Closed on 9/23” signs have appeared in our neighborhood and it appears there is a 

biking event scheduled for that day which will close Monterey Road from downtown south to 

Branham Lane. This is one of the most ridiculous things San Jose has ever done. 

What kind of political pull do you need to have to inconvenience hundreds of motorists and 

businesses along the major route in and out of the city? How will residents on Branham get out 

of their neighborhoods with the road closed? How much is this costing the city? This is just 

crazy. 

Terry Harnish, San Jose 

A: Crazy to some perhaps, but fun and popular to the 100,000 bikers, walkers, runners, 

skateboarders, and parents pushing toddlers in strollers expected for Viva CalleSJ, an open 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/09/13/viva-callesj-should-entertain-thousands-roadshow/


streets event now on its third year. Previous events have gone through Willow Glen and 

Japantown. 

ADVERTISING 

Drivers will need to move their cars along the route by 1 a.m. or risked being towed. Numerous 

streets will close around 6 a.m. and re-open around 4 p.m. that Sunday. The city is only closing 

Branham for about ¼ of a mile and there is a crossing point on Snell Avenue. 

The cost for the city is around $130,000, but most of that is covered by grants. Plus, city officials 

say it brought in $1 million to businesses last year. 

I know this may be inconvenient for many folks, but think of it as a special day for residents to 

meet and enjoy our city. And it’s free. Go to http://vivacallesj.org for details. 

Q: Is Calaveras Road on track for re-opening at the end of September? This is a such a beautiful 

drive and I am hoping to be able to enjoy it again before winter gets here. 

Barbara Lawson, Tracy 

A: Enjoy and happy driving. Calaveras Road is scheduled to reopen on Sept. 30. It’s been closed 

to make slide damage repairs. 

Q: Caltrans has attempted to address that bump 1 mile before the El Monte exit on Interstate 

280. They put a small amount of asphalt on it, but it’s still a jarring bump. 

Gary Moitozo, San Jose 

A: Ugh. I alerted Caltrans that more work may be needed. 

Q: Howdy Mr. Roadshow. Let’s not focus on trying to get to Mars ($$$!) and focus on 

rubberizing our roads everywhere on this planet. 

Slurry sealing is just a temporary fix for roads. Since I’ve been living in my car since June, I’ve 

come to know the potholes to avoid because I do not need to donate any of my tires to 

rubberize the roads. 

But by golly, I do know when I’m riding on a rubber road. It feels and sounds wonderful. Jingles, 

my cat, likes it, too. 

Mary Seney 

A: Jingles must be a smart cat. 

Breed and Oakland, San Jose mayors urge state PUC not to raise clean power fees 

(San Francisco Chronicle) 

The mayors of San Francisco, Oakland and San Jose have banded together to urge the California 

Public Utilities Commission to reject a proposal they fear could substantially raise the fees that 

http://vivacallesj.org/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Breed-and-Oakland-San-Jose-mayors-urge-state-PUC-13204647.php


people pay when switching their electricity provider from Pacific Gas & Electric Co. to a city-run 

program like CleanPowerSF. 

On Tuesday, the mayors — London Breed in San Francisco, Libby Schaaf in Oakland and Sam 

Liccardo in San Jose — sent a letter to the PUC to express “substantial concerns” with a 

proposal the commission is scheduled to vote on Sept. 13 that could raise the fees for leaving 

PG&E by as much as 25 percent. 

The fees are added to energy customers’ bills every month in perpetuity when they join city-run 

power programs to repay investor-owned utilities like PG&E for older power plants and 

continuing contracts to provide power. 

The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission is gradually enrolling city customers in its 

CleanPowerSF program automatically. The program uses a cleaner mix of energy generated 

from renewable sources. Customers can opt out of the program, however, which would 

prevent them from having to pay the so-called exit fees and stay on as a PG&E customer. 

But the proposal to raise the exit fees, introduced by state PUC Commissioner Carla Peterman, 

“would reduce our investments in long-term renewable resources ... and hinder our efforts in 

local development and customer programs,” the mayors wrote, adding that the costs would be 

unfairly borne by lower-income customers “in disadvantaged communities.” 

“CleanPowerSF is central to San Francisco’s efforts to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions and 

make our electricity 100 percent carbon-free by 2030,” Breed said in a separate statement. 

“This proposal makes it more expensive for San Franciscans to choose clean energy over dirty 

fossil fuels.” 

These Bay Area cities have the smallest – and largest – carbon footprints (East 

Bay Times) 

What do residents of Stanford, Emeryville and San Pablo have in common? They are among the 

Bay Area’s lowest emitters of carbon, helping slow the warming of our planet. 

Portola Valley, Piedmont and Alamo residents have a more dubious distinction, ranking at the 

top of carbon emitters, according to a UC-Berkeley analysis that offers a stark revelation of how 

each Bay Area neighborhood contributes to global warming. 

As mayors from around the world commit to climate action plans this week at San 

Francisco’s Global Climate Action Summit, the first-of-its-kind interactive map exposes our local 

winners and losers in the race to limit the increase in warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius (or 3.6 

degrees Farenheit) over pre-industrial levels, by 2020. It quantifies communities’ carbon 

footprint — the total amount of greenhouse gas emissions that come from transportation, 

energy use and other sources. The gases trap heat in the atmosphere, causing global warming. 

https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2018/09/13/these-bay-area-cities-have-the-smallest-and-largest-carbon-footprints/
https://baaqmd.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=94b9eff6547f459fba27a6853327e1a2
https://www.globalclimateactionsummit.org/


The map covers census block groups – neighborhoods of several hundred to a few thousand 

households – in the nine-county Bay Area. Neighborhoods with relatively high emissions show 

up as red, while low-emission neighborhoods are green. 

The researchers calculated the carbon footprints based on household consumption, regardless 

of where on the globe emissions occurred. For example, if a computer was made in China but 

bought by a Berkeley resident, all emissions from the production of the computer were 

allocated to the Berkeley neighborhood.     

Because transportation is such a large source of emissions, some neighborhoods have 

footprints three or four times larger than others, said Christopher Jones of UC Berkeley’s 

CoolClimate Network and lead author of the study, sponsored by the Bay Area Air Quality 

Management District. The calculation is based on use of cars, trucks and other gas-powered 

vehicles by the residents in a particular neighborhood. 

The research, published online, can be used to target policies and programs to help similar 

communities speed up their adoption of carbon-efficient technologies, said Jones, 47, a Davis 

resident who rides his bike to work and shares an electric car with his wife. 

For example, some communities could build more environmentally friendly, high density 

housing near transit while others could install more solar panels or encourage a switch to 

electric cars. 

The best way to reduce emissions in the Bay Area is to massively scale up electrification of our 

vehicles and our heating, said Jones. Those changes would reduce most cities’ carbon footprint 

by 30 percent, he said. 

“Our goal,” he said, “is to provide the resources to local residents and governments to 

understand which options have the most potential to reduce greenhouse gas emissions — and 

what matters least.” 

Cities are critical to the effort. Although they represent just two percent of the world’s land 

area, they account for more than 70 percent of carbon pollution. 

In the Bay Area, transportation is the largest source of households’ emissions, representing 33 

percent of the total, the team found. That was followed by food (19 percent), goods (18 

percent), services (18 percent), heating fuels (5 percent), home construction (3 percent), 

electricity (2 percent) and waste (1 percent). 

But in some urban cores like Oakland, where emissions from transportation are low, meat 

consumption contributes roughly an equivalent amount as vehicles, the researchers found, 

because livestock farming produces large amounts of greenhouse gases. 

In suburban cities, such as Alamo, transportation-related emissions are upward of three times 

higher than in urban core areas. Surbanites tend to emit more greenhouse gases because they 

own more cars and larger homes, Jones said. Urban residents, on the other hand, tend to drive 

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/2sn7m83z


less and live in smaller homes and apartments. At Stanford, for instance, many students and 

faculty walk or bicycle to class. 

But even within the same city there are marked differences. For instance, average emissions 

per household in West Oakland were nearly four-fold lower than emissions in the wealthier 

Oakland Hills. 

“(The analysis) provides the bigger picture of how goods and services consumed by each of us 

in the Bay Area contribute to climate change and, by extension, highlights opportunities to 

reduce those emissions,” said Jack Broadbent of the Bay Area Air Quality Management District, 

in a prepared statement. 

While the 2015 Paris climate summit attained landmark national commitments for greenhouse 

gas reductions, much of the hard work of reducing emissions falls on cities to change their 

residents’ behavior. 

The Berkeley researchers said the maps can be used to tailor the carbon reduction campaigns 

for different neighborhoods. For example, they can be used by city planners to pinpoint the 

best areas and designs for new housing. Population-dense neighborhoods contribute fewer 

emissions per household, so urban infill can reduce a region’s overall footprint. 

And technology-oriented strategies — such as all-electric homes and cars — could help affluent 

suburban jurisdictions with large houses, big rooftops, and long commutes by car. 

Households in less-affluent, high-density urban neighborhoods don’t consume as much energy, 

and don’t have the roof space, or budgets, to install solar panels. So these residents would be 

better candidates for campaigns to promote healthy diets and sustainable consumption. 

The team also has published an online, interactive map of carbon footprints by ZIP code for 

the entire country. While California has relatively low emissions associated with household 

electricity, the opposite is true in parts of the Midwest, where electricity is produced largely 

from coal, they found. 

If the Bay Area wants to cut emissions quickly and meet the climate goals laid out in the Paris 

Agreement, communities should start now, Jones said.”Think globally, act locally,” Jones said. 

“Any individual can do something right now.” 

BART staff ignored board to spy on riders, sent info ICE could access 

(SiliconValley.com) 

For eight months last year, BART collected some riders’ license plate information and sent it to 

a database ICE can access, employing surveillance technology the BART board had declared 

should not be used, according to documents obtained through a public records request. 

BART police continued to transmit photos of cars from the MacArthur parking garage even after 

the board passed a sanctuary policy that appears to have banned those actions. ICE wouldn’t 

say Wednesday whether it viewed the data. 

https://coolclimate.berkeley.edu/maps
https://www.siliconvalley.com/2018/09/12/bart-staff-ignored-board-to-spy-on-riders-sent-info-ice-could-access/


The controversy comes as BART’s board later this month revisits a sweeping plan to increase 

surveillance at its stations in the wake of several violent encounters. BART delayed acting on 

those plans after riders and privacy advocates objected to the lack of a surveillance policy — 

which the board will consider Thursday — that would govern how the transit agency collects, 

stores and shares information about its riders. 

The issue with the plate collection dates to April 2016, when BART’s elected leaders told staff to 

delay a pilot program to use license plate readers that already had been installed without public 

notice at the MacArthur station in late 2015. 

Somehow, the license plate readers were turned on anyway. BART spokesman Chris Filipi said it 

was an “accident.” Board directors Lateefah Simon and Debora Allen said they hadn’t been 

briefed on the situation until a reporter brought it to their attention. 

From at least January through August of last year, BART sent pictures of 57,632 license plates to 

the Northern California Regional Intelligence Center (NCRIC), which partners with ICE and other 

federal agencies, according to public records that Mike Katz-Lacabe, a San Leandro resident and 

privacy advocate, obtained in November and later shared with this news organization. 

It kept sending that data even after BART’s board, in June 2017, adopted its “Safe Transit” 

policy, which mirrors “Sanctuary City” policies throughout the state and prohibits the district’s 

employees, including its police officers, from using the agency’s resources to help enforce 

federal immigration laws. 

BART police didn’t realize they had sent the license plate data until Katz-Lacabe and Brian 

Hofer, chairman of the Oakland Privacy Advisory Commission, brought it to the attention of 

BART police Chief Carlos Rojas in November, Filipi said. Rojas had the license plate readers 

uninstalled within two weeks, Katz-Lacabe said. 

Intentional or not, Juan Prieto, spokesman for the California Immigrant Youth Justice Alliance, 

said he wasn’t surprised BART had shared license plate data with federal agencies because he 

doesn’t trust government to follow through on its promises to protect undocumented 

immigrants. 

“The word sanctuary has lost a lot of its strength,” Prieto said. “Trusting any state agency to 

fully support the undocumented community through sanctuary farces is something we are no 

longer gambling with.” 

Those lapses of trust, however, are what privacy advocates want to avoid with a surveillance 

use policy BART’s board will consider adopting Thursday. The timing couldn’t be more critical as 

BART seeks to expand its use of surveillance in light of recent violent crimes on the system, 

including the July stabbing death of 18-year-old Nia Wilson, said Shahid Buttar, director of 

grassroots advocacy for the Electronic Frontier Foundation. 



“(The documented lapses) demonstrate that police and law enforcement agencies are not 

effectively able to oversee themselves,” Buttar said. “That’s why civilian oversight is so 

important.” 

That is, if the public is given any legal teeth for effective oversight in this policy, he said. 

The proposed policy requires staff to present any new surveillance technology to the board 

before it is deployed, detailing what data will be collected, how long that data will be stored 

and which other agencies will be able to access it. The policy also requires the district to draft 

an annual report explaining how the surveillance technology is being used. 

“The actual impact is really enormous,” said Hofer, who helped BART draft the policy. “The 

number of people (this policy) will protect is huge.” 

But unless the board agrees to adopt the proposal as an ordinance, which would allow 

members of the public to sue the district for violations, it will remain a policy on paper only. 

And without effective enforcement, such a policy is less likely to be followed, Matt Cagle, an 

attorney with the ACLU’s Northern California chapter, said in a letter Wednesday to BART’s 

board. He urged the board to adopt procedures that allow community concerns to first be 

heard by BART and, if the violations continue, to be challenged in court. 

“This will not invite unnecessary litigation,” he wrote. “Rather, it will ensure that members of 

the public have a clear procedure by which they can raise legitimate concerns and seek a 

remedy for non-compliance without litigation.” 

If adopted, the policy will be put to use right away, Hofer said. The district already is trying an 

advanced surveillance system at Lake Merritt that uses computer analytics to track passengers’ 

movements. But it’s unclear how the district is using that system since it was installed without 

public notice, he said. 

BART initially denied a public records request from this news organization for documents 

related to the Lake Merritt pilot program. The district subsequently provided invoices showing 

the agency purchased $156,025 in surveillance software between June 2016 and July 2017 for 

use through June 2019. Representatives from BART did not answer questions about how the 

technology is being used. 

“Where is the data going and how long are they retaining it and where are they sending it?” 

Hofer asked. “That’s the point of the surveillance policy the board is voting on.” 

The board will meet at 9 a.m. Thursday on the third floor of the Kaiser Center, located at 2040 

Webster St. in Oakland. 

 

 



From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2018 8:54 AM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: VTA Information: 2018 September Standing Committee Agenda Packets  
 

VTA Board of Directors: 
 

You may now access your VTA CMPP, A&F, and SSTPO agenda packets via the links below.  
 

 Congestion Management Program and Planning (CMPP) Committee –Thursday, 

September 20, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. – CMPP Agenda Packet 

 Administration and Finance (A&F) Committee – Thursday, September 20, 2018 at 

12:00 p.m. – A&F Agenda Packet 

 Safety, Security and Transit Planning & Operations (SSTPO) Committee –Friday, 

September 21, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. – SSTPO Agenda Packet 

Thank you. 

Office of the Board Secretary 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 North First Street, Building B 
San Jose, CA 95134-1927 
Phone 408-321-5680 

 

 
 
 
Conserve paper. Think before you print. 
 
 

http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/cmpp_092018_packet.pdf
http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/af_092018_packet.pdf
http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/sstpo_092118_packet.pdf


From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2018 4:07 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: September 14, 2018 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Friday, September 14, 2018 

1. BART delay to San Jose has commuters groaning: Roadshow (Mercury News) 

2. VTA Urges Passengers to Ditch the Digital Distractions (KCBS Radio) link to audio 

3. Transit agencies support human trafficking training (The Daily Journal) 

4. Are you supportive of California's high-speed rail project? (Silicon Valley Business 

Journal) 

 

BART delay to San Jose has commuters groaning: Roadshow (Mercury News) 

Q. Now they’re saying BART to San Jose won’t open until December 2019, maybe.  Let’s see, 

how many opening day contests have you had for the Berryessa extension? At least one last 

year and one earlier this year. You should issue Clipper cards to the entries with the farthest 

out dates for each of those contests. 

Bruce Onken, Fremont 

A: If I was a traffic planner, I would never predict an opening. Or I would turn to Eileen-the-

Highway-85-overseerer who in 1994 told officials the six-lane freeway through the Almaden 

Valley would open on Oct. 17. No way said many officials. “It will,” said Eileen. “That’s my 

son’s  birthday.” 

Hmmm, does she know anything about trains? 

ADVERTISING 

Q: Wow Gary, I just saw the article saying that the new expected date for opening BART to 

Berryessa is December of 2019. When I wrote February of 2019 as my guess to win a $100 

Clipper card in your Roadshow contest, I thought I was being sufficiently pessimistic. Apparently 

not. Now I predict that this contest will never conclude because you will retire before the 

station opens. 

Eric Coblin, Sunnyvale 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/09/14/bart-delay-to-san-jose-has-commuters-groaning-roadshow/


A: Retire? Me? I’m too spunky to sign off now. 

Like Mr. Roadshow’s Facebook page for more questions and answers about Bay Area roads, 

freeways and commuting. 

Q: Driving on Interstate 580 on Sunday, the electronic signs read “keep an eye out for 

pedestrians on all roadways,” or something to that effect. This is a new one and I don’t 

understand how that applies to freeway driving. Any idea? 

Laurie Turner, Los Gatos 

A: It’s a reminder to be on the lookout for drivers who get out of their cars or try to dash across 

our roads. “Watch for people walking on all roadways” is the usual message posted and it 

pertains to all roads from eight-lane freeways to two-lane streets. 

Pedestrian deaths in California are 70 percent higher than the national average, account for 25 

percent of all traffic fatalities in the state and are reaching record highs. The messages are a 

reminder primarily for streets, but for highways as well, since over 20 percent of pedestrian 

fatalities occur on highways. 

Q: Perhaps it is time to list completed road projects which show how important it is to 

contribute to the state transportation infrastructure. 

My two contributions are State Route 4 in Pittsburg and Antioch and Route 116 in Sebastopol. 

They’ve been resurfaced with bright beautiful double lanes with a few passing yellow lines in 

the middle. It was pure joy to find this improvement. 

I surely hope repealing the gas tax with Prop. 6 fails big time and the tax is upheld. The 

California transportation infrastructure is in desperate need of a major overhaul. 

 John Mcguire,  Antioch 

A: The 12 cent a gallon tax will raise $5 billion a year, most going to road repairs. 

 

VTA Urges Passengers to Ditch the Digital Distractions (KCBS Radio) link to audio 

Back to Top 

 

 

Transit agencies support human trafficking training (The Daily Journal) 

In an effort to crack down on human trafficking, Caltrain has declared its support for a new 

state bill that would require transit agencies statewide to teach employees how to identify and 

report the crime when they encounter it. 

http://bayareane.ws/mrroadshowfb
https://omny.fm/shows/kcbsam-on-demand/vta-urges-passengers-to-ditch-the-digital-distract
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/transit-agencies-support-human-trafficking-training/article_66fb5ad2-b7d8-11e8-ba99-67726f39fd3d.html


San Mateo County Transit District CEO and General Manager Jim Hartnett expressed his 

support for the bill in a letter he wrote earlier this month to Gov. Jerry Brown. 

“We support this bill because training our employees to recognize and report signs of human 

trafficking allows us to both improve and continue to prioritize the safety of our customers and 

community,” he wrote in the letter. 

If Assembly Bill 2034 is signed by the governor, then Caltrain and SamTrans would adopt a 

human trafficking awareness program similar to that of the Valley Transportation Authority, 

said Caltrain spokesman Dan Lieberman, and both agencies could be reimbursed by the state 

for the minimal cost of that training. 

Current law does not mandate a human trafficking awareness training program, but does 

require businesses and other transportation-related establishments that may come into contact 

with the victims of human trafficking to post public notices on how to report the crime, 

according to Hartnett’s letter. Hartnett said states with posting requirements similar to 

California’s have seen an increase in reported crimes and victim rescues. 

If enacted, AB 2034 would expand those rules and require the California Department of Justice 

to work with anti-human trafficking and transportation organizations to come up with training 

guidelines on or before July 1, 2020, and implement the training by Jan. 1, 2021, according to 

the letter. 

VTA’s training program began in 2015. All new employees are shown videos, PowerPoint 

presentations and participate in discussions led by experts. Through the training, they learn to 

recognize potential red flags, such as lack of freedom and control and poor mental and physical 

health, said VTA spokeswoman Holly Perez. When employees encounter indicators of human 

trafficking, they follow a protocol on how to report the activity. 

Caltrain feels confident that AB 2034 will be signed by the governor. 

Back to Top 

 

Are you supportive of California's high-speed rail project? (Silicon Valley Business 

Journal) 

California's ambitious high-speed rail project, which would connect Southern California with the 

Bay Area via the Central Valley, has been mired in controversy from the get-go. Public support 

has further wavered amid massive budget overruns and continued delays, but proponents say 

the project is now well underway, employing thousands of people, and will boost the Golden 

State's economy by offering bullet train service between the state's two economic 

powerhouses in under three hours. 

 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/pulse/poll/are-you-supportive-of-californias-high-speed-rail-project/21341074?ana=e_me_pulse&s=newsletter&ed=2018-09-14&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1536942288&j=83826691


 

Are you supportive of California's high-speed rail project? 

Yes — The bullet train is an important infrastructure investment that will be a gamechanger for 

California and its economy 

No — The project is too expensive and taking too long; it's not worth it 

I'm not sure, or I'm still waiting to see before I decide 

Vote 

This poll is not a scientific sampling. It offers a quick view of what readers are thinking. 

Results 

48% 

No — the project is too expensive and taking too long; it's not worth it 
 
45% 

Yes — the bullet train is an important infrastructure investment that will be a 
gamechanger for California and its economy 
 
7% -      I'm not sure, or I'm still waiting to see before I decide 
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