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VTA Daily News Coverage for Monday, August 13, 2018 

1. BART’s safety problem: Police, emergency workers hold South Bay active-shooter 
training (Mercury News) 

2. CA: Police, Emergency Workers Hold South Bay Active-Shooter Training in BART 
Station (Mass transit Magazine) 

3. Public most on board with Transbay Transit Center’s ‘super cool’ park (San Francisco 
Chronicle) 

 

 
BART’s safety problem: Police, emergency workers hold South Bay active-shooter 
training (Mercury News) 
 

For the first time, a new emergency protocol that would send San Jose firefighters into an 
active-shooting zone to save lives was tested out Saturday in a multi-agency training exercise. 
A thunderous explosion kicked off the exercise around 11:45 a.m. at the under-construction 
new BART station in Milpitas. Inside the station and parking garage, some 40 police academy 
trainees and others decorated with stage-makeup bullet wounds, broken bones, contusions and 
other injuries screamed and moaned, while the “dead” lay still. 
 
The training project — which included about 100 police, firefighters and paramedics, two role-
playing active shooters with assault-style rifles, a suspicious package on a BART train and a 
great deal of simulated gunfire — saw San Jose firefighters practicing to enter shooting zones 
before police have taken out the threat. The new protocol, which involves turning firefighters 
essentially into combat medics by supplying them with military-style bullet-resistant vests, 
helmets and collapsible stretchers, came into effect about two years ago. 
 
“It is a new set of risks for us,” said San Jose Fire Department Capt. Mitch Matlow. “I heard it 
said very succinctly yesterday: The job of law enforcement is to stop the killing. Our job is to 
stop the dying.” 
 
When firefighters have to wait till a shooter or shooter is taken down by police, as under the 
department’s previous protocol, wounded people may bleed to death in minutes, Matlow said. 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/08/11/barts-safety-problem-police-emergency-workers-hold-active-shooter-training/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/08/11/barts-safety-problem-police-emergency-workers-hold-active-shooter-training/


“If I can stop or slow the bleeding and get them out of there, that will prolong or save their life 
until I can get them to a trauma center,” Matlow said. 
 
Under the new protocol, firefighters would still stay out of “hot” areas where a shooter is still 
active, but would enter nearby “warm” areas to treat wounded people even if gunfire was 
continuing. 
 
The simulated gunshots, plus explosions from flash-bang devices and floors littered with bullet 
casings and “bleeding” people was intended to replicate reality and boost the responders’ 
stress levels through the “sensory overload” that confronts police, firefighters and medics 
during actual shootings, said Sheriff’s office Sgt. Richard Glennon. 
 
BART, a newcomer to Milpitas and the South Bay, can’t respond to emergencies “in a vacuum,” 
said BART Police deputy chief Lance Haight. Agencies participating in the exercise included 
BART police, San Jose’s police and fire departments, the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Office and 
county emergency services, Milpitas police and fire departments, the CHP, BART and the Santa 
Clara Valley Transportation Authority. 
The exercise focused on the ability of the various agencies to operate and communicate 
effectively under a unified command, officials said. It should help show the public that BART is a 
safe way to travel, Haight said. 
 
The training took place at a troubled time for BART, which has embarked on a campaign to 
promote safety on the service in the wake of highly publicized incidents including three 
homicides in less than a week in July, one of them a bloody stabbing attack at Oakland’s 
MacArthur Station that killed Nia Wilson, 18 and wounded her sister. In the wake of the 
violence, the Bay Area Council — instrumental in creating BART — called earlier this month for 
BART to immediately establish a task force to look into creating a regional mutual-aid 
agreement with local and regional law enforcement and public safety agencies. 
 
This week, BART’s board voted to delay action on a number of elements of a new, $28 million 
safety plan, in the face of strong opposition over proposed surveillance systems and a ban on 
panhandling in paid areas of stations. 
 
The BART station in Milpitas is one of two intended to serve passengers on the 10-mile 
“Berryessa Extension,” the first phase of BART’s planned 16-mile extension into Silicon Valley. 
The Berryessa Extension is to run between Fremont’s Warm Springs station and a new 
Berryessa/North San Jose stop. Valley Transit Authority officials expect it the line to open 
between March and September next year. The six-mile segment carrying passengers into 
downtown San Jose is slated to open in 2026. 
 
Holding the exercise at the Milpitas BART station was an opportunity for emergency responders 
to get familiar with the facility, and for Sheriff’s deputies to practice shooting-response skills 
and build response teams with other agencies, said Santa Clara County Sheriff Laurie Smith. 
 



Back to Top 
 
CA: Police, Emergency Workers Hold South Bay Active-Shooter Training in BART 
Station (Mass transit Magazine) 
(Reprint of Mercury News article) 
 
Public most on board with Transbay Transit Center’s ‘super cool’ park (San 
Francisco Chronicle) 
 
San Francisco’s Transbay Transit Center began its first day of regular service with shrugs from 
bus riders and rave reviews for the rooftop park. 
 
“I think it’s super great, cool and fun,” announced Miles Sckolnick, 4, a declaration 
accompanied by eager nods from his sister Elizabeth and their friend June Tenney, both 7. 
“Everything is super cool!” 
 
The three charged up a small grassy hill near the center of the 5.4-acre green space and 
clambered across the roped netting of the lone play structure. They chased the rippling spurts 
from the 1,300-foot-long fountain designed by Sebastopol artist Ned Kahn, a water feature 
triggered by movement of buses below. 
 
The fountain was the only link between most first-day visitors and the reason that the lush park 
exists: It sits atop a $2.16 billion facility intended to improve bus service from the East Bay and, 
someday, serve as the terminus for trains arriving underground from Silicon Valley and points 
south. 
 
Now in business 
The rooftop park at Salesforce Transit Center is open from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. seven days a week. 
Bus service to and from the transit center is provided by AC Transit, WestCAT, Muni and 
Greyhound, with links to SamTrans and Golden Gate Transit. 
 
Sunday, however, fewer than a dozen buses per hour were pulling into the third-floor bus deck 
that includes a direct ramp from the Bay Bridge. The new station stretches nearly three blocks 
between Second and Beale streets just south of Mission Street, and is wrapped in undulating 
curves of perforated white aluminum. 
The first bus from Oakland arrived shortly before 6 a.m., packed with transit aficionados and 
greeted by confetti, coffee and pastries. But by 8 a.m. the mood was businesslike — and most 
riders coming off buses were more focused on getting to work than pausing to savor the 
surroundings. 
 

https://www.masstransitmag.com/news/12424678/barts-safety-problem-police-emergency-workers-hold-south-bay-active-shooter-training
https://www.masstransitmag.com/news/12424678/barts-safety-problem-police-emergency-workers-hold-south-bay-active-shooter-training
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Super-cool-transit-center-and-park-opens-in-13150443.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/S-F-gets-1st-glimpse-at-new-Transbay-center-s-6441143.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/S-F-gets-1st-glimpse-at-new-Transbay-center-s-6441143.php


“I didn’t pay much attention. What bothers me is that the new station is inconvenient for the 
(Muni) buses,” said Aaron Carter, who stepped off an AC Transit bus on his way downstairs to 
catch Muni and head west to his job as a janitor. 
 
In the new station, Muni buses traveling surface streets turn right from a protected boarding 
area onto Fremont Street — an artery often gridlocked in the morning commute. 
Because of that, Carter said, “Nah, I’m not impressed.” 
 
More enthusiastic was Derek Tillotson, a Treasure Island resident who walks to work from the 
transit center: “It looks different, and it looks nice because it’s brand-new,” he said. “I’ve been 
walking past this for years, and it’s been interesting to see it slowly come up.” 
Construction began in 2011, after demolition of the Transbay Terminal that had occupied the 
then-remote site since 1938. 
 
Now it’s the south edge of the Financial District, flanked by towers. Three are occupied by 
Salesforce, the tech firm that will pay at least $110 million over the next 25 years to help fund 
the center’s operations, maintenance and security. 
 
The sponsorship agreement is the reason the publicly funded structure’s official name is 
Salesforce Transit Center. 
 
For bus patrons with time to look around, the new surroundings met their approval. 
“It reminds me of modern rail stations in Berlin and Europe,” said John Grunstad, who lives in 
Emeryville and helps manage safety boats for the Dolphin Club. “The open (aluminum) siding is 
nice, and the space doesn’t feel crowded or cramped or gloomy.” 
 
After Grunstad checked out the rooftop park, he was even more impressed. 
 
“This makes me very happy,” he said, smiling. “If you’re going to spend a lot of (public) money, 
do it for something like this that people will enjoy.” 
 
The test for the bus deck comes Monday. 
 
Only three AC Transit trans-bay bus lines run on the weekend, instead of 27. And those lines 
operate only once or twice an hour — rather than three or four times, as can be the case during 
peak workday commutes. 
The bus deck also is the final stop for three Muni buses from Treasure Island per hour on 
weekends, compared with as many as six each hour on weekdays. 
 
But even the less-frequent bus service was enough to keep Kahn’s fountain in action and park 
patrons entertained. 
 
Laura Graffman, who comes from Oakland each weekend to join friends in the Bay Area 
Association of Disabled Sailors, visited the park on Sunday before heading to Pier 40. 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Salesforce-gets-naming-rights-to-new-S-F-transit-11287318.php


 
“This really is something,” Graffman said. “I’m not a big fan of these big buildings around it. But 
if that’s the trade-off, I’ll take it.” 
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VTA Daily News Coverage for Tuesday, August 14, 2018 

1. Santa Clara VTA cuts express light-rail service  (Progressive Railroading) 
2. Mathilda Monster to be rebuilt later this year: Roadshow (Mercury News) 
3. Palo Alto: Residents bristle over mayor’s traffic outlook (Mercury News) 

 

Santa Clara VTA cuts express light-rail service  (Progressive Railroading) 

Effective Oct. 8, the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority in California (VTA) will end its 

express light-rail service to reduce the agency's operating costs. 

 

The VTA has operated six express weekday trains for the past eight years on the Alum Rock-

Santa Teresa line. The express service reduces commuting time by skipping stops between 

Convention Center and the Ohlone/Chynoweth Station in San Jose, California. 

 

Although express trains will be eliminated, VTA's regular light-rail service will continue to run 

every 15 minutes, making stops at each station throughout the system. 

 

VTA will add cars to regular trains if the service change causes a capacity issue, agency officials 

said in a press release. 

 

Cutting the express service is slated to save the agency between $720,000 and $820,000 a year, 

depending on the number of extra cars needed to handle any shifts in passengers, VTA 

spokeswoman Holly Perez said in an email. 

 

"These light-rail express trips were identified for discontinuation because these are discrete 

trips that are supplementary, not critical, to VTA's core light-rail service," Perez said, noting that 

the agency is facing a "structural deficit." 

 

https://www.progressiverailroading.com/passenger_rail/news/Santa-Clara-VTA-cuts-express-lightrail-service--55363
http://www.vta.org/


Mathilda Monster to be rebuilt later this year: Roadshow (Mercury News) 

Q: I go through the Mathilda Monster/Highway 237 intersection twice a day, five times a week. 

This is a terrible traffic mess. The city is adjusting timing on the lights and installing new wiring 

at Innovation Way, but that is not going to do anything to alleviate this horrible place. 

It’s a dangerous area in so many ways. People need to slow down coming off northbound 

Highway 101 onto Mathilda, everyone needs to pay attention to the traffic lights and stop signs 

and to the way they are switching lanes. A terribly designed interchange for traffic that comes 

into it from too many ways. A  solution can’t be constructed soon enough. 

Thanks for letting me vent, but it won’t help my attitude about this mess. 

Edwina Johnson 

Sunnyvale 

A: Hopeful news. The VTA will approve the final pieces of a funding package next month to 

begin construction of a new $48 million interchange for the Mathilda Monster at 101 and 237. 

Work could begin by Christmas and, if all goes well, be done by the end of 2019. This includes 

widening Mathilda to three lanes, new stop lights and better ramps. Design is complete, 

however there is a $17 million deficit with the delay in Measure B funding. That half-cent sales 

tax is hung up in a lawsuit. 

Q: Road Dude: I agree with those who say that the lights on Mathilda and Sunnyvale-Saratoga 

are poorly programed. One will hit every light no matter the time of day or number of cars on 

the road. All of Sunnyvale is like this. The day after Christmas, it took me 14 minutes to go 1.8 

miles, with no traffic at all. 

Ray-the-Tow-Truck-Guy 

A: More hopeful news. Sunnyvale will perform signal timing on Mathilda/Saratoga-Sunnyvale 

Road from Bordeaux Drive to Alberta Avenue. 

Q: Last Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. there were so many 18 wheelers on Highway 85 that for every 

10-12 cars there was another one. I thought they weren’t allowed on 85 on the Cupertino-

Sunnyvale stretch. Has that changed? It usually takes me 10 minutes to get to 237 from 

Homestead Road, but that morning it took 40 minutes. 

Sandy Bouja 

Cupertino 

A: Trucks are allowed Highway 85 from Stevens Creek Boulevard north to 101 in Mountain 

View. The big rig ban runs from 101-85 in South San Jose to Stevens Creek. The slowdown you 

endured likely was caused by roadwork north of Homestead. 

Q: The Wall Street Journal reports that the Utah Department of Transportation  has posted a 

one-liner on some of its electronic billboards that reads: CAMP IN THE MOUNTAINS — NOT THE 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/08/14/mathilda-monster-to-be-rebuilt-later-this-year-roadshow/


LEFT LANE. Good advice in the Bay Area — as in “yeah I am talking to you, Road Boulder.” It is 

actually a great article on humor making its way into electronic billboards. 

Bob Clarkson 

Mountain View 

A: Humor is a useful tool to make drivers pay more attention 

Palo Alto: Residents bristle over mayor’s traffic outlook (Mercury News) 

Mayor Liz Kniss recently said reports of congested roads is ‘greatly exaggerated,’ which some 

say is at odds with city’s own efforts to improve traffic flow 

Palo Alto Mayor Liz Kniss is getting heat for downplaying complaints about traffic. 

During a July 30 City Council meeting on a separate issue, Kniss stated that while driving out of 

the city “about a month ago,” she found traffic during rush hour to be no different than off-

peak hours. 

“Like most of you, I drive a lot,” Kniss said at the meeting. “I’ve heard how often University 

(Avenue) is jammed or Oregon (Expressway) may be jammed; there are other routes you can 

take. I happened to take Channing (Avenue). I took it at 5 o’clock one day and it was about the 

same as if I had taken it at 1 o’clock in the afternoon. I think some of our reports of traffic are 

really exaggerated.” 

Now some Crescent Park residents wonder if she really drives on city roads as often as she 

claims. 

“You say, ‘I’ve heard how often University … and Oregon may be jammed,’ resident Megan 

Barton wrote in an email to Kniss on Aug. 6. “Have you truly never experienced that??? You’ve 

only heard about it? That sounds like somebody who never leaves the city limits.” 

Added resident Mary Carey Schaefer in an Aug. 3 email to Kniss, “To say there is no traffic 

problem around University Avenue defies reality. If you do not live within the traffic nightmare 

you do not understand that the choices of other exits or entrances from 101 are not available if 

you can’t get out of your driveway.” 

Kniss said Friday that she could have been more careful with her statement at the meeting. She 

said she will attend a town hall in October at which traffic concerns will be discussed. 

“I could have said my experience driving the route was different, which doesn’t mean that 

whatever that area experienced wasn’t valid,” Kniss said. “One of my resolutions is to drive 

(along University) two or three times a week at different times and hopefully experience what 

they’ve experienced.” 

She also met with two Crescent Park residents on Friday, including Greg Welch. 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/08/13/palo-alto-residents-bristle-over-mayors-traffic-outlook/


“I think she’s beginning to understand the severity of the issues and the legitimacy of the 

concerns of the residents,” Welch said Friday. “There’s nothing like the experience we see out 

our front door.” 

Norman Beamer, president of the Crescent Park Neighborhood Association, said the mayor’s 

statement shows she is not aware that work has begun on improvements to University Avenue, 

between Middlefield Road and Highway 101, aimed at reducing congestion. Those 

improvements include synchronizing traffic signals and abating cut-through traffic on 

residential streets. Beamer said traffic along University is worsened by drivers cutting into 

neighborhoods and then back out onto University before it crosses 101, an issue that adjusting 

signal timing should alleviate. 

“It’s kind of funny that the mayor seems oblivious that city staff are working on this problem … 

and trying to do something to help,” Beamer said Thursday. 

Councilwoman Lydia Kou said the mayor’s statement could be taken as a stamp of approval by 

drivers using side streets in an effort to get to the freeway more quickly. 

“It’s very careless to say this,” Kou said Friday. “It almost gives permission to cut through our 

residential neighborhoods.” 

In July, the city received an $81,130 grant from the Metropolitan Transportation Commission to 

synchronize 18 signals near Highway 101 — 14 along University and four on Donohoe Street — 

in Palo Alto and East Palo Alto to get traffic onto the freeway more quickly. Palo Alto, which 

applied for the grant in March, will contribute $15,470 to the project. Following a months-long 

traffic study, the signals are anticipated to be synchronized by March, MTC official Robert Rich 

said. 

“It’s supposed to save 20 to 40 percent of (drivers’) time, especially down by the Four Seasons 

(hotel),” said city publicist Claudia Keith. “It’s not going to stop the problems, but it will ease 

some of the congestion.” 
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August 16, 2018 

 

Contact: Holly Perez                                                                                                          

 

VTA Receives State Funding for  

Critical Transportation Improvements 
 

SAN JOSE, CA – The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) was notified today 

by the California Transportation Commission that state funding has been approved for three 

crucial transportation improvement projects in Santa Clara County. 

 

“SB1 funding remains instrumental to green-lighting critical new projects that will help address 

the region’s worsening traffic congestion,” said San Jose Mayor and VTA Board Chair Sam 

Liccardo. “I’d like to thank our state leaders and the California Transportation Commission for 

investing in transportation improvements that will benefit residents throughout Silicon Valley.” 

 “The state funding for these critical projects is an important tool to address our region’s traffic 

crisis,” said Carl Guardino, CEO of the Silicon Valley Leadership Group and a member of the 

California Transportation Commission. “Investing in the mobility of Silicon Valley means 

investing in the success of our nation’s economy.” 

 

The funded projects are: 

 Improvements to the so-called “Mathilda Monster” interchange along Mathilda 

Avenue from US 101 to Innovation Way just north of State Route 237. The $42 million 

project received a $17 million grant award, and will also provide for new and improved 

bicycle and pedestrian facilities for safer and easier access. This project is one of the City 

of Sunnyvale’s highest roadway improvement priorities to address existing congestion on 

Mathilda Avenue. 

 

 Planning efforts to address congestion along Highway 101 to the SR 25 off-ramp in 

South Santa Clara County. Different alternatives will be studied to provide the most 

congestion relief with the available funds. This study will cost $4.2 million. 

 

http://www.vta.org/projects-and-programs/highway/mathilda-avenue-improvements-at-sr-237-and-us-101
http://www.vta.org/projects-and-programs/highway/mathilda-avenue-improvements-at-sr-237-and-us-101


 Express lanes in Mountain View and Palo Alto will see $33 million in funding. This 

project will convert the existing HOV lanes on US 101 from SR 237 to the San Mateo 

County line.  It will also convert the 101/85 carpool-to-carpool direct connectors to 

express lane connectors up to about SR 237 on SR 85. VTA and San Mateo submitted a 

joint application with MTC and Caltrans for a total of $233 million, including express 

lanes in San Mateo County. 

“This infusion of funds allows for the Valley Transportation Authority to continue doing the 

important work of addressing the growing congestion in Santa Clara County, with mobility 

solutions like well-designed highway interchanges and managed lanes projects,” said Jeannie 

Bruins, Metropolitan Transportation Commissioner and ex-officio VTA Board member. 

The funding comes from the Road Repair and Accountability Act (SB 1, Beall): the Local 

Partnership Program, the Solutions for Congested Corridors Program, and the Trade Corridor 

Enhancement Program. VTA applied for three projects that were approved through these 

competitive programs. 
 

About VTA 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) is an independent special district that provides sustainable, accessible, 

community-focused transportation options that are innovative, environmentally responsible, and promote the vitality of our 

region.  VTA is responsible for bus, light rail and paratransit operations and also serves as the county’s congestion management 

agency.  

                                                             

 
 
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.vta.org/projects-and-programs/highway/silicon-valley-express-lanes
http://www.rebuildingca.ca.gov/local-funding.html
http://www.rebuildingca.ca.gov/local-funding.html
http://www.rebuildingca.ca.gov/congested-corridor.html
http://www.rebuildingca.ca.gov/trade-corridor.html
http://www.rebuildingca.ca.gov/trade-corridor.html
http://www.vta.org/News-and-Media/Connect-with-VTA/Recommended-Funding-for-Traffic-Relief-in-Santa-Clara-County#.Wv3K8qQvyUk
https://www.facebook.com/scvta
https://twitter.com/vta
http://instagram.com/scvta
https://www.youtube.com/scvta
http://www.linkedin.com/company/vta
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VTA Daily News Coverage for Friday, August 17, 2018 

1. VTA gets final approval on 3 projects funded by California's new gas tax (Silicon Valley 

Business Journal) 

2. Attack Staged at Milpitas’ BART Station (The Milpitas Beat) 

3. Train station deal signals continued boom for downtown Mountain View (San Jose 

Mercury News) 

VTA gets final approval on 3 projects funded by California's new gas tax (Silicon 

Valley Business Journal) 

 

More than $54 million in transportation funding — including a project to add express lanes on 
U.S. 101 in northern Santa Clara County — was awarded Thursday to the Valley Transportation 
Authority. 
 
Three VTA projects were recommended for the funding by the California Transportation 
Commission staff last spring and all received final approval. 
 
Carl Guardino, a commission board member as well as head of the Silicon Valley Leadership 
Group, called the funding “an important tool to address our region’s traffic crisis,” in a press 
release. 
 
The announcement fits within a larger campaign being waged by transportation advocates to 
block the repeal of SB 1 through Proposition 6 on the November ballot. SB 1 was the bill from 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/08/17/santa-clara-vta-transit-projects-gas-tax-sb-1.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/04/26/calif-gas-tax-increase-sb1-projects-silicon-valley.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/04/26/calif-gas-tax-increase-sb1-projects-silicon-valley.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Carl%20Guardino
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/svlg/220978/
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/svlg/220978/


Campbell Sen. Jim Beall that raised California’s gas tax and other related taxes to pay for the 
projects. 
 
The first phase of that campaign was Proposition 69, which California voters approved by an 81-
19 majority in June, to amend the constitution and require SB 1’s tax revenue be spent 
exclusively on transportation projects to negate an argument expected from Prop 6 proponents 
that the money would be wasted. 
 
The current phase of the opposition campaign is to get as many projects approved and 
underway as soon as possible before the November election so that gas tax repeal can be 
framed as stopping existing work that voters favor. 
 
“We’re going to leave the politics up to politicians and the voters," Guardino said in an April 
interview. "(The CTC board) will just continue to do our job and we’ll let voters decide whether 
to address our transportation infrastructure’s aging and growing pains or not. But without SB 1, 
the answer is absolutely we’re not.” 
 
The county projects that now will move forward are: 

 U.S. 101 express lanes ($33 million): These lanes are different from carpool, or HOV, 
lanes in that anyone can drive in them by paying a toll. The toll amount will 
automatically increase or decrease depending on how much demand there is to use the 
lane. The lanes will be added to 101 from its interchange with State Route 237 to the 
San Mateo County line, where they will link with the lanes being built there from the 
same funding source. 

 “Mathilda Monster” ($17 million): This is partial funding for a $42 million project to 
improve the complex 101-Innovation Way-237 interchanges that are a traffic 
bottleneck. It includes bicycle and pedestrian improvements. 

 U.S. 101-State Route 25 off-ramp ($4.2 million): This is a study to determine how best 
to eliminate the traffic backup caused at the interchange just south of Gilroy. 
 

Back to top 

Attack Staged at Milpitas’ BART Station (The Milpitas Beat) 
 

A pop of gunfire cuts through the air. The intonations of chaos can be heard and felt from all 

directions. Shell casings litter the floor. People scramble, trying to make their way out of 

Milpitas’ BART Station. 

Law enforcement officers pour onto the scene, their weapons in aim. 

They see bleeding bodies on the ground. They spot individuals with gaping gun wounds, gasping 

for air. 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Jim%20Beall
http://milpitasbeat.com/shooting-attack-staged-at-milpitas-bart-station/


This scene occured at Milpitas’ BART Station (still under construction) last Saturday…but was 

actually part of a staged safety exercise, coordinated by the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Office. 

Yet the fact that it was not real did nothing to detract from the situation’s intensity. 

This training exercise, which has been thoughtfully planned over the last six months, has called 

for a deep collaborative effort between the Milpitas Police Department, the San Jose Police 

Department, the California Highway Patrol, the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s office, BART Police, 

BART, VTA, Milpitas Fire Department, San Jose Fire Department, and Santa Clara County EMS.     

“We do realistic scenario trainings quite often,” said Santa Clara County Sheriff Laurie Smith. 

“But BART to Santa Clara County is brand new, so obviously this is something we thought 

should be incorporated into our regular training.” 

The realistic scenario training on this particular day involved two men playing the role of 

assailants, complete with guns and a backpack of explosives, so as to create a threat against the 

“public”, which was composed of many dozens of volunteers. The two assailants, as well as the 

public, were tasked with creating chaos, so that when law enforcement came on the scene, the 

set-up would be as realistic as possible. 

Forty-one of the volunteers were from the regional Academy, which is run by the Santa Clara 

County Sheriff’s Office. Other recruits from various law enforcement agencies also took part in 

the training. 

Four make-up artists were on hand, creating realistic-looking wounds and contusions on the 

faces, backs, legs, and arms of volunteers. 

Fire Captain Mitch Matlow, a Public Information Officer with the San Jose Fire Department, 

spent some time with his 15-year-old daughter before the event, building wounds. Captain 

Matlow first began in theater in the fourth grade, and started learning theatrical makeup as 

part of his education. While teaching at a Paramedic Program at Stanford, he did theatrical 

makeup on victims in trauma classes. That’s how he started learning how to build wounds. He 

taught his daughter how to do theatrical makeup specific to trauma training when she was only 

5. Captain Matlow refers to his now 15-year-old daughter as a “master”, and says her talent for 

creating realistic wounds exceeds his own. 

When asked about the training that Fire Personnel receive in regard to BART, the Captain 

stated, “It’s an ongoing training process. Some people in the department are fully trained, and 

others haven’t started. We’re the biggest department in the County, and so it’s taking some 

time. This is a new hazard and a new problem. And we’ve had to come up with new training to 

support it.” 

From Matlow’s department, 10 San Jose Fire personnel and 2 San Jose Fire dispatchers were 

present for the safety exercise. “Some of them will be doing role-playing where they go in as 

rescuers. Some are overhead staff for the drills, and some staff for the planning of the drill,” 

said Captain Matlow. “Some are observers who are watching the drill unfold so they are better 



equipped to train people in the future. Generally speaking, in the active shooter situation, law 

enforcement goes in and creates an area they believe is safe to go into. Then our teams will go 

with them for protection and to locate the victims and get the treatment and hopefully get 

them out there.” 

Frank Lucarelli, a Security Consultant for the VTA, has been working round-the-clock to ensure 

that certain elements of Milpitas’ BART station are built to code and meet all FTA mandates. 

“I think there’s been a huge team of people making sure that this operates as safely and 

securely as possible,” said Lucarelli. 

Lucarelli, who worked for almost 23 years with the BART Police, has been serving on a Law 

Enforcement Coordination Committee for the past five years, meeting others on a quarterly 

basis to discuss law enforcement issues related to the BART and VTA stations. Six months ago, 

when the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Department approached Lucarelli saying they wanted to 

use the Milpitas BART station for a safety exercise, he, among many others, helped to facilitate 

it.      

From the Milpitas Police Department, just over 15 individuals, from officers to dispatchers to 

SWAT team members, took part in Saturday’s exercise. 

“I’m grateful that we have the opportunity to train with the Sheriff’s office, and the BART Police 

Department. It’s all of our goals, to keep our community safe. And this helps to place us in a 

position of readiness,” said Milpitas Chief of Police Armando Corpuz. “We will be able to 

identify our strengths in a deployment such as this and we may identify some gaps where we 

need to be better, and we’ll work towards that. The collaboration between the Sheriff’s office, 

the Milpitas Police Department, and the BART Police Department is critical for community 

safety.” 

Back to top 

Train station deal signals continued boom for downtown Mountain View (San Jose 

Mercury News) 

 

MOUNTAIN VIEW — A booming economy, strong job sector and an attractive location have 

fueled the purchase of a big Mountain View office complex that’s perched next to a local train 

station and is minutes from that city’s busy downtown. 

Castro Station, an office complex that boasts a seven-minute walk to the nearby Caltrain stop in 

Mountain View, has been bought for $179.7 million, according to Santa Clara County property 

records. 

“The interest in Mountain View by investors is very strong right now,” said Christine Slonek, a 

senior managing director with the San Jose office of Newmark Knight Frank, a commercial 

realty brokerage. 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/08/17/economys-boom-bolsters-big-downtown-mountain-view-train-station-deal-google/


The office complex consists of three buildings arranged in a long strip just east of the Caltrain 

station. The addresses are 100, 150 and 200 W. Evelyn Ave. Together, the buildings total 

115,000 square feet. 

Mountain View, notably, is the home territory of Google and its owner Alphabet. Plus, Google 

has been leasing and buying office buildings and sites in Mountain View and nearby cities at a 

brisk pace in recent years. 

“Assets like Castro Station are very attractive to investors especially when they are close to 

transportation, amenities, and areas like downtown Mountain View,” Slonek said. 

Mountain View’s downtown is a bustling commercial district with an eclectic mix of restaurants 

and shops, as well as some office buildings, and is the site of a popular arts and wine festival 

every September. 

The buyer and seller in the recent purchase of Castro Station are both institutional investors. 

The new owner is an affiliate of Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance and the seller was 

affiliated with Teachers Insurance & Annuity Association, county documents reveal. 

The purchase of Castro Station on Aug. 15 represents a 21 percent in the value of the property 

in just three years. In 2015, the complex was bought by the Teachers Association for $148.5 

million, county documents show. That means the site’s value increased at more than twice the 

general inflation rate in the Bay Area over the same period. 

“Public transportation and the intense desire to be near amenities is driving the interest buy 

tenants to be in these kinds of properties, and those factors also are attracting investors,” 

Slonek said. 
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