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VTA Daily News Coverage for Monday, August 7, 2017 

1. Opinion: San Jose needs transit in urban village plans (Mercury News) 

2. Editorial: Google’s San Jose plan is not evil, it’s a fabulous opportunity 

(Mercury News) 

3. Transit Center bus depot temporarily closes (Palo Alto Weekly) 

4. These Silicon Valley Mayors Want More Mixed-Use Development 

(BISNOW) 

5. CA: Milpitas: Pedestrian Overcross Connecting VTA and BART Completed 

(Mass transit) 

6. These Silicon Valley Mayors Want More Mixed-Use Development 

(BISNOW) 

7. CA: Milpitas: Pedestrian Overcross Connecting VTA and BART Completed 

(Mass transit) 

8. Roadshow: Autonomous shuttle being tested at San Jose airport (Mercury 

News) 

Opinion: San Jose needs transit in urban village plans (Mercury News) 

The city of San Jose is planning major new development along Stevens Creek Boulevard as part 

of its Stevens Creek Urban Village Plan, which will come before the City Council on Aug. 8. As 

elected leaders of the other two cities along the boulevard, we believe the corridor needs 

significant transit improvements that are lacking in San Jose’s current plan. 

We respect San Jose’s interest in economic development and welcome projects that bring new 

vitality to Stevens Creek. However, we think it would be irresponsible to approve the Stevens 

Creek Urban Village project without an effective traffic mitigation plan along the Stevens 

Creek/280 corridor. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/08/06/opinion-san-jose-needs-transit-in-urban-village-plans/


We urge San Jose and the Valley Transportation Authority to join us in creating and 

implementing an effective plan before new developments make already untenable traffic 

worse. VTA board member Teresa O’Neill has been working with us and agrees that this effort 

will require VTA and multi-city cooperation to be successful. 

Residents of all our cities are increasingly frustrated by our collective lack of progress in 

addressing this issue and our inability to deliver on key projects. In this corridor, the Santa Clara 

County’s 1992 transit plan had a light rail line from downtown San Jose to DeAnza College in 

Cupertino, and subsequent sales tax measures included the promise of funding for it. But 

limited funds were used elsewhere, primarily to fund BART to San Jose. 

We’d like to see a new transit study done of the Stevens Creek/280 corridor; we suggest 

including Interstate 280 because it doesn’t have the cross traffic that impedes the speed of 

much of VTAs light rail system. 

Also, we believe it’s important for San Jose to collect traffic impact fees for the corridor, 

including the Winchester/280 area. San Jose has identified at least $145 million in traffic 

infrastructure needs for this area, but has collected minimal fees from development toward the 

goal. 

Our residents, who have supported numerous sales tax measures, also expect developers to 

pay their fair share. Developers, who receive substantial benefit from upzoning from one to five 

or more stories, can help us mitigate traffic impacts. In Cupertino, we recently negotiated $20 

million in fees and community benefits from the Hamptons project, which will add 600 

apartments at Interstate 280 and Wolfe Road, and $4 million from two modest-sized hotel 

projects. In Santa Clara, the developer of our CityPlace project will fund approximately $70 

million in traffic improvements, with $11 million in San Jose. 

The Stevens Creek traffic problems are a result of decades of inaction that preceded all of us. 

But we, as responsible leaders, should feel compelled to act before entitling more growth. We 

owe that to our current and future residents as we seek to improve the economic vitality of our 

cities and our quality of life. We simply cannot wait any longer. 

Lisa Gillmor is mayor of Santa Clara. Savita Vaidhyanathan is mayor of Cupertino. Rod Sinks is a 

member of the Cupertino City Council. They wrote this for The Mercury News. 
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Editorial: Google’s San Jose plan is not evil, it’s a fabulous opportunity (Mercury 

News) 

Google’s ambition to expand in downtown San Jose with up to 20,000 jobs and, by the way, 

reshape the heart of the city burst into the public forum in June to a resounding chorus of — 

Euphoria? Anger? Pride? Panic? Excitement? Greed? 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/08/05/editorial-googles-san-jose-plan-is-not-evil-its-a-fabulous-opportunity/


Hope? Despair? 

All of the above, actually. And more. The full Monty. It was a dissonant chorus for sure. 

That may have surprised some Googlites, who didn’t expect quite the level of public antipathy 

voiced at the June San Jose City Council meeting where negotiations to sell publicly owned land 

to the company were authorized. 

Concerns about more jobs escalating both the housing crisis and traffic snarls were expected, 

and they’ll get plenty of attention and public discussion as plans are developed. But it was 

unnerving to hear some speakers imply that an infusion of good jobs, and tax revenue, to job-

poor San Jose might be a terrible thing on its face. 

Let’s be clear. The Google plan is a tremendous opportunity for San Jose — not just for 

downtown but for all neighborhoods, which ultimately will see millions in increased revenue for 

public safety and other services. 

Having a master developer for the Diridon area will produce a far better community than selling 

off land piecemeal. Google is committed to the city’s vision of a transit village, weaving 

together jobs, retail, entertainment, public spaces and, yes, housing. In Mountain View, it 

wanted more housing around its campus than the city council did, and was willing to help pay 

for it. 

But placing primarily jobs in the immediate ring around the station is the best way to improve 

transit ridership. And best of all for San Jose, it means many people who live north of here will 

be riding transit to downtown jobs, not out to Palo Alto or San Francisco. Finally. 

There is time — years, most likely — to work through planning, community benefits and other 

issues. But first, Google needs to acquire the land. And for much of it, that means negotiating 

with public agencies whose officials are beholden to different elements of that discordant 

welcome wagon. 

The company is committed to paying market price. Its development partner, Trammell Crow 

and affiliates, already is gobbling up private tracts from willing sellers like a cash-spewing Pac-

Man. 

San Jose and the Redevelopment successor agency need to negotiate the public land sale 

quickly and cleanly. Leave discussions of community benefits for the planning process. This will 

show good faith from government and will bring top value for taxpayers. 

Google is not Apple. Apple’s spaceship in Cupertino turns its back on the community, as if it is 

indeed from another planet. No housing was added nearby, no mass transit is convenient. Talk 

about a looming traffic nightmare. 

Google’s corporate character is the opposite. 

Let’s get the land sale done so we can start working on the rest. 



Back to Top 

Transit Center bus depot temporarily closes (Palo Alto Weekly) 

The Palo Alto Transit Center bus depot will close from Monday, Aug. 7, to Sept. 21 as the city's 

Public Works Department makes repairs to the pavement on and around University Circle. This 

marks the second time the bus depot has been closed this year. 

The project will replace 12,000 square feet of concrete pavement, install 870 square feet of 

sidewalk and install or replace six curb ramps. Curb ramps complaint with the Americans with 

Disabilities Act will also be added to the island in front of Macarthur Park restaurant. 

The transit center was previously closed for nine days from Jan. 17 through Jan. 26 due to a city 

construction project. 

Caltrain will not be affected by the closure. 

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority will place a temporary eastbound bus stop on 

El Camino Real in front of the P.F. Chang's restaurant located at the Quarry Road intersection. 

The stop is accessible via a paved path through El Camino Real. To reach the temporary bus 

stop from the Caltrain depot, VTA passengers will have to walk or otherwise go the 

approximate distance of six traffic lanes and then cross El Camino Real. 

Riders transferring from VTA buses to Caltrain will be dropped off in front of P.F. Chang's; from 

there, they should cross El Camino Real, walk through El Camino Park to the transit center and 

proceed to the Caltrain platform. 

VTA personnel and security guards will be on site to assist passengers on Monday and Tuesday. 

For assistance, contact VTA Customer Service at 408-321-2300 or visit vta.org. 

SamTrans will terminate southbound El Camino bus routes at the El Camino Real/Quarry stop, 

while northbound El Camino buses will begin from the same stop. Routes 280 and 281 will stop 

at ECR/Quarry due to the transit center closure; the next stop will be at Alma/Lytton. SamTrans 

Customer Service can be reached at 1-800-660-4287. Schedule information is available 

at samtrans.com. 

The Stanford Marguerite Shuttle pick up and drop off will remain at the transit center, though 

all Stanford Marguerite shuttles will be rerouted to the bus depot. Marguerite buses will travel 

below the Caltrain overpass on University Avenue to Alma Street and loop around to enter or 

exit the bus depot from the direction of downtown Palo Alto. For more information on routes 

and schedules, visit stanford.edu or email marguerite@stanford.edu. 
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Caltrain Approves Fare and Parking Fee Changes (Mass Transit Magazine) 

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/08/06/transit-center-bus-depot-to-temporarily-close-starting-monday
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/01/16/travel-advisory-9-day-closure-of-palo-alto-transit-center-bus-depot
http://www.vta.org/
http://www.samtrans.com/
https://transportation.stanford.edu/marguerite
mailto:marguerite@stanford.edu
http://www.masstransitmag.com/press_release/12357257/caltrain-approves-fare-and-parking-fee-changes


Caltrain’s Board of Directors approved changes to the rail agency’s fares and parking fees 

during its August Board meeting. The changes were approved to provide revenue that will allow 

the agency to fully fund the cost of operating the system.  

The approved changes include: 

 Zone Fare  

o Increases to the Caltrain adult zone fare by 25 cents effective October 1, 2017  

 Go Pass  

o Increases the Go Pass from $190 to $237.50 effective January 1, 2018 

o Increases the Go Pass from $237.50 to $285 effective January 1, 2019  

 Monthly Pass Multiplier  

o Increases the multiplier from 13.25 to 14 days on October 1, 2017 

o Increases the multiplier from 14 to 15 days on July 1, 2018  

 Increases to the monthly parking prices from $55 to $82.50 effective October 1, 2017  

 Eliminates the discounted 8-ride Ticket 

Unlike most transit systems, Caltrain does not currently receive dedicated funding to support its 

operations. The cost of operating and maintaining the service has increased due to the 

challenge of accommodating record-setting ridership demand and maintaining an aging diesel 

system in a state of good repair. 

Without dedicated funding, Caltrain fare revenue covers about 66 percent of its operating 

costs.  Caltrain’s member agencies also contribute to the operating needs of the system but 

those contributions have declined in recent years and are not sufficient to support current 

service. Even with the approved fare increase, Caltrain will need to utilize over $8 million in 

reserves to maintain operations in Fiscal Year 2018 and is projected to use another $7 million in 

Fiscal Year 2019. 

Prior to approving the fare changes, Caltrain held six community meetings since May and 

hosted more than a dozen station outreaches at various stations from San Francisco to San Jose 

throughout the month of May and June to gather feedback from customers on the proposals. 

Caltrain staff had nearly 3,000 customer interactions and received more than 1,500 survey 

responses on the proposed fare changes.  The rail agency also hosted a public hearing at its 

Board of Directors meeting in July and collected comments through mail, email and phone calls. 

Caltrain last approved fare changes in 2015. 
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The Market for Light Rail Vehicles: Steady Growth of About 4% Per Year with 

Significant Price Increases (Mass Transit) 

Larger cities require an efficient public transport system in order to retain an attractive 

character. A light rail transit (LRT) system, which, in most cases, runs above ground, offers less 

transport capacities than a metro system. However, that is perfectly sufficient in many cases. At 

the same time, LRT systems cause substantially less investment as well as operational costs. 

Since the turn of the century, there has been a revival of LRT. In the course of the new market 

study “Light Rail Vehicles – Global Market Trends”, SCI Verkehr has analyzed this field of the 

railway industry in detail. One major result of this study: The dynamic growth of 4 percent in 

the market for light rail vehicles will continue during the next five years, unlike other segments 

that show a weaker growth. A core driver for this fact is the increasing number of cities that 

decide to construct a new LRT system or to extend their existing infrastructure. North America 

and Asia are the main contributing regions in terms of this growth. In addition to that, there will 

be several procurements as replacements for older vehicles in Western Europe during the next 

years. SCI Verkehr is noticing a large increase of prices for new light rail vehicles in the market, 

as the technological equipment for the improvement of the passenger comfort as well as 

individual requests of operators are pushing this development. 

The greatest potential for growth in the light rail market can be seen in countries with a stable 

economy, where there is not LRT system installed yet. Examples for this are USA and China. In 

the new study, SCI Verkehr is presenting three possible scenarios regarding the development of 

the new LRT systems in the future. In the base scenario, SCI Verkehr is expecting that 

operations will be started on the additional 2,300 track-km by 2026. 

The most recent market volume for new vehicles worldwide is about EUR 2.6 billion ($3.08 

billion) per year. This is complemented by around EUR 3 billion ($3.55 billion) per year for 

maintenance and after sales services. In the majority of cases, this business segment is still in 

the responsibility of the transport companies. However, manufacturers are making great efforts 

to advance in this field. Bombardier and Alstom are still leading the market for new vehicles, 

but have lost market shares to medium-sized, local companies during the last years. 

The development of the price for light rail vehicles is clearly above the inflation rate and the 

growth of the price per unit. SCI Verkehr has identified the reasons to be the increasing quality 

and equipment of the vehicles. Nowadays, high low-floor shares as well as air-conditioning 

systems are obvious standards. Other features in this context are passenger information and 

entertainment systems as well as a more increased attention to the needs of passengers with 

reduced mobility. Individual needs of operators as well as special features in the cities’ 

infrastructures cause high development costs per order, which manufacturers are required to 

pass on to the operators because of the singularity of their respective system. 

In the market study “Light Rail Vehicles – Global Market Trends”, SCI Verkehr is analyzing the 

global market for the procurement as well as the after sales market of light rail vehicles. The 

analysis of recent fleets in terms of operating mode, age structures and procurement projects 

http://www.masstransitmag.com/press_release/12357217/the-market-for-light-rail-vehicles-steady-growth-of-about-4-per-year-with-significant-price-increases
http://www.masstransitmag.com/press_release/12357217/the-market-for-light-rail-vehicles-steady-growth-of-about-4-per-year-with-significant-price-increases


are the basis of the results. Urban operators are also factors of the analysis as well as new 

development and modernization projects for the infrastructure. Furthermore, the study 

includes forecasts concerning market volumes of new vehicles, after sales transactions and the 

development of LRT networks. It presents information regarding market shares of the most 

significant manufacturers and their products. 
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These Silicon Valley Mayors Want More Mixed-Use Development (BISNOW) 

Silicon Valley city staff are busy these days. Cities like Milpitas and Sunnyvale have several 

multifamily, mixed-use and office developments in the works. 

Milpitas Mayor Richard Tran and Sunnyvale Mayor Glenn Hendricks spoke at a recent Bisnow 

event at Irvine Co.’s Santa Clara Square about how developments are impacting their cities. 

Milpitas has upward of 7,000 residential units approved, being developed or on the market, 

according to Tran. Lyon Communities is working on a residential development by the Great 

Mall, the site of a former Ford plant. The city also created a transit-area specific plan, The 

Fields, and a Virgin Hotel is in the works. 

Tran said Milpitas is very welcoming of development that makes good use of the land and gets 

the most out of the land and provides tax revenue. He said buildings in the city are old. Tran has 

a passion for mixed-use development, though the city also welcomes more commercial and 

industrial.  

“You want folks to live where they work and this is going to be a trend going forward,” Tran 

said. Julie Littman / Bisnow Sunnyvale Mayor Glenn Hendricks and Ware MalComb director of 

commercial architecture Anthony Cataldo In Sunnyvale, Hendricks is excited about the 

downtown redevelopment underway. The city also has its Perry Park Specific Plan and the 

Lawrence Area Plan where development is cropping up.  

Both mayors emphasized the importance of transportation demand management and the need 

for infrastructure improvements, including those under Measure B.  

Hendricks said Measure B will be crucial for the extension of BART into San Jose and Santa 

Clara, improving Caltrain and repairing roadways. Julie Littman / Bisnow Milpitas Mayor Richard 

Tran and Sunnyvale Mayor Glenn Hendricks Hendricks said if developers want to come into 

Sunnyvale, the city wants to know how the company will deal with traffic demand 

management. He said it is critical to find a way to provide jobs and economic vitality and 

minimize the impact of traffic. More transit-oriented developments are being built along major 

transit lines. Thinking green also is important to residents and to the long-term management of 

a project.  

Read%20more%20at:%20https:/www.bisnow.com/silicon-valley/news/construction-development/silicon-valley-mayors-report-plenty-of-development-want-more-73744?utm_source=CopyShare&utm_medium=Browser


“We love development just as much as Milpitas does, but we want to find ways to have a 

balanced growth between what happens with jobs and housing and how it impacts transit,” 

Hendricks said. 
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CA: Milpitas: Pedestrian Overcross Connecting VTA and BART Completed (Mass 

transit) 

After being closed for two months, Milpitas' light rail station reopened last Friday as work was 

done to accommodate the pending Milpitas Bay Area Rapid Transit Station nearing completion 

across the street on Montague Expressway and Capitol Avenue. 

Modifications were made to accommodate installation of an elevator stop for the newly-

constructed pedestrian overcrossing above Capitol Avenue which connects the Montague light 

rail station with the almost completed Milpitas BART station, Santa Clara Valley Transportation 

Authority spokeswoman Stacey Hendler Ross said Friday. 

Commuters who typically caught the light rail to other parts of the South Bay boarded buses 

from the bus bay instead, while the work was being completed, Hendler Ross said. 

This week, a portion of Piper Drive near Montague Expressway was closed down -- with 

temporary lane closures and parking restrictions -- so VTA can make roadway improvements, 

Hendler Ross said. 

"We had a lot of work done around Milpitas BART, we are doing recovery of it, we had to move 

utility lines, this is fixing it, putting some final finishing touches to the areas that we disrupted," 

Hendler Ross said. 

She added roadway improvements will include work on the curb and gutter on Piper Drive as 

well as matching "the grade of the eventual final Montague Expressway improvements." 

Due to the work on Piper Drive, Hendler Ross said there will be "minimal traffic impacts." She 

added residents and businesses along Piper Drive had been made aware of the work ahead of 

time and that Montague Expressway, a major artery into and out of Milpitas, will not be 

impacted by this work. 

South Milpitas Boulevard will remain accessible while work is being done on Piper Drive to 

accommodate commuters. However, parking in the area is expected to be impacted, Hendler 

Ross said. A flagger will be posted during the daily closures from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. to prevent 

turns into Piper Drive. 

"There are no closures to other VTA light rail stations in relation to the BART Silicon Valley 

project," Hendler Ross said. "While the project reserves the right to do whatever additional 

work would be needed to complete the project, there are currently no plans to shutdown the 

http://www.masstransitmag.com/news/12357528/milpitas-pedestrian-overcross-connecting-vta-and-bart-completed


Montague Light Rail Station before project completion. If that changes, the BSV community 

engagement team will provide adequate advance notice as we have done in the past." 

VTA staff was expected to present an update on the Silicon Valley BART extension completion 

and opening at the VTA Board of Director's meeting on Thursday in San Jose. 
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Roadshow: Autonomous shuttle being tested at San Jose airport (Mercury 

News) 

Q: The other day I saw an autonomous vehicle delivered to the San Jose International Airport. 

The next day I saw it sitting in the yard near the economy lot. Its a Transdev Easymile. 

Apparently, theyre rolling out pilot programs in North America after similar deployments in 

Europe. Could you find out if the airports planning to experiment with it? Eamonn 

GormleyCampbell  

 

Roadshow: DMV photo tales to make us laugh, cry  

 

Roadshow: BART to San Jose could be delayed till 2018  

 

Roadshow: Whats the status of street work near the Apple spaceship?  

 

Roadshow live chat, Aug. 2 at noon  

 

Roadshow: Ouch! DMV says womans hair is gray, not brown  

 

A: Testing is underway. The airport is now evaluating autonomous vehicles and how they can 

transport customers within its parking lots. This is being done with Transdev, the current on-

airport shuttle operator. A few important points about this vehicle:  

 

It is a prototype and is not in use at any other airport.It is technically rated for 12 passengers 

but could be used in an airport setting for 8-9 passengers with luggage.The prototype is for 

demo purposes only and is not completely ADA compliant.The vehicle is being tested in a 

vacant area (a previous parking lot) located on the airports west side.The autonomous vehicle is 

not currently parked in nor will it be tested in SJCs economy lot.  

 

 

https://iqmediacorp.com/lnarticle?id=31445427828
https://iqmediacorp.com/lnarticle?id=31445427828


 

From: Board Secretary  
Sent: Thursday, August 10, 2017 8:40 AM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: August 8-9, 2017 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Tuesday, August 8  

and Wednesday, August 9, 2017 

1. San Jose approves two 'urban villages' over out-of-town objections (Silicon Valley Business 

Journal) 
2. Are VTA and BART any closer to their subway solution for San Jose? (Silicon Valley Business 

Journal) 
3. Google village sparks new downtown San Jose property buying (Mercury News) 

 

San Jose approves two 'urban villages' over out-of-town objections (Silicon Valley 

Business Journal) 

The San Jose City Council unanimously approved two “urban village” plans Tuesday night that 

would allow taller buildings and denser housing, but their votes came over the objections of 

residents of Santa Clara and Cupertino, whose neighborhoods border the villages. 

Urban villages — areas of mixed residential and business development intended to reduce auto 

travel by placing new housing near retail and employment centers — are a key feature of San 

Jose’s most recent master plan to encourage environmentally compatible development. 

But the villages have become friction points for municipal relations. 

That's the case for the Winchester and Santana Row/Valley Fair Urban Village, which covers San 

Jose's portion of the Valley Fair mall, Santana Row and the Winchester Mystery House, and the 

Stevens Creek Urban Village, which is a narrow strip along the west side of Stevens Creek 

Boulevard from just beyond where it goes under I-280 in the north down to Winchester. Some 

buildings up to 200 feet tall could rise in these villages that are across a street from the 

suburban-style neighborhoods of smaller cities. 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/08/09/san-jose-development-fight-santa-clara-cupertino.html
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/winchester-mystery-house/1291633/


“It is apparent that San Jose hates Cupertino — hates Cupertino’s guts,” one public speaker 

bitterly complained at Tuesday night's meeting. 

But after acknowledging there needs to be regional cooperation, both Councilmember Chappie 

Jones, whose district includes the villages, and Mayor Sam Liccardo attacked neighboring cities 

for allowing development within their own boundaries whose impacts are felt in San Jose. 

Apple’s new "spaceship" campus in Cupertino is fueling traffic congestion in San Jose, Jones 

said, “but did you see San Jose come out and say, ‘Cupertino, we don’t want you to have that?’ 

” 

Liccardo: “If you’ve got a concern with six-story buildings, it’s a good idea to talk to your own 

City Council first about their six-story buildings.” 

The Cupertino City Council last week voted down a KT Urban project up to eight stories because 

it was also opposing an 85-foot tall Marriott AC hotel in the Stevens Creek urban village in San 

Jose. 

San Jose and Santa Clara are suing each other over San Jose’s Santana West development 

across the street from Santa Clara. That suit is collateral damage from an earlier dispute 

between the two cities over Santa Clara’s 9 million square-foot CityPlace development at Levi’s 

Stadium, which San Jose says will create more housing pressure in San Jose. 

The approvals come at a time when developers are beginning to respond to San Jose’s plans for 

transit-oriented development (TOD) – though only bus rapid transit lanes are foreseen for these 

two villages — and the city’s biggest TOD project to date, Google’s Diridon Station-oriented 

downtown development, has just been announced 
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Are VTA and BART any closer to their subway solution for San Jose? (Silicon Valley 

Business Journal) 

It’s been more than a month since a delegation of Silicon Valley transportation agency 

executives and elected officials returned from Barcelona, Spain, where the world’s only single-

bore subway line is in operation, to investigate whether that might be a feasible alternative in 

San Jose. 

Thus far, no transit officials are talking publicly about the trip, leaving up in the air the question 

of the central design and operational issue of BART’s San Jose subway. 

The European trip was supposed to be key in resolving the question of whether San Jose should 

have a single-bore or double-bore Subway line. The single-bore option would be an alternative 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Councilmember%20Chappie%20Jones
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Councilmember%20Chappie%20Jones
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Sam%20Liccardo
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/apple/111436/
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/08/02/cupertino-oks-hotel-ideas-shoots-down-dense.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/03/29/san-jose-santa-clara-suit-cityplace-santana-west.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/08/09/san-jose-bart-subway-single-bore-vta-barcelona.html?ana=RSS&s=article_search
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/bart/156532/


to ripping up Santa Clara Street from U.S. 101 to Diridon Station in a years-long construction 

project for the subway. 

That subway is important because BART’s arrival at Diridon Station is one of three projects — 

the others being the electrification of Caltrain’s line, which is underway for 2021 completion, 

and high-speed rail service, scheduled for 2025 — expected to turn the station into one of the 

nation’s largest surface transportation hubs. 

That convergence is already driving downtown development projects such as the 8 million-

square-foot campus Google is considering to build near Diridon Station. 

Yet while elected officials on the trip have been willing to share their impressions and concerns 

about Barcelona and its Metro Line 9, top officials of the Valley Transportation Authority, which 

will build the subway, and BART, which will operate its trains through the tunnel(s), have 

declined interview requests. 

VTA's board has a workshop scheduled in just over two weeks where the trip is expected to be 

discussed. BART spokesman Jim Allison said the agencies are working with the city of San Jose 

on a comparative analysis of the alternatives. 

VTA and BART’s complementary, but separate, roles in the project have seen them on opposing 

sides of the single-bore/double-bore question up to now with no post-Barcelona indication to 

whether they’re closer to resolution. 

It’s also not clear what the process for resolution is or if either agency has the final say. 

“I don’t want to say at this time that a decision will be made regardless of a position by one 

party or the other," VTA General Manager Nuria Fernandez said in an interview before the trip. 

"It’s important to underscore the agreement that we would build the extension at our cost but 

that they were going to be providing the service and we would build it to their standards.” 

This is a pressing issue because even though BART doesn’t expect service to begin until 2026, 

the choice between single-bore or the double-bore tunnels BART has used in the past is 

supposed to be made by the end of this year as part of the environmental review process. 

If VTA and BART can find common ground, a recommendation is expected as early as this 

month. 

Both single- and double-bore tunnels can be dug by tunnel boring machines that inch along 

underground like a worm barely noticed from the surface. 

In the simplest terms, the question that Barcelona was supposed to help answer is whether the 

San Jose subway will be a single large-diameter tunnel — which minimizes surface disruption 

because the diameter is so large that tracks in both directions as well as entire stations can be 

built within it — or a conventional twin tunnel. 

http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/bart/156532/
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/06/06/google-san-jose-diridon-station-bart-rail.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/06/06/google-san-jose-diridon-station-bart-rail.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/06/09/googles-potential-san-jose-grows-as-city-reveals.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/06/09/googles-potential-san-jose-grows-as-city-reveals.html
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/bart/156532/
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/bart/156532/
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Jim%20Allison
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/bart/156532/
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“I certainly became convinced that Barcelona’s not the only city in the world that could do it," 

said San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo, who made the European trip in that capacity and as a 

member of VTA’s board, said upon his return. "The single-bore tunnel technology provides a 

great opportunity for us to be able to enable BART to get built without setting downtown back 

several decades with construction impacts. It’s very promising.” 

In the case of a twin tunnel — think of San Francisco’s BART stations along Market Street as a 

reference point — station construction requires a large underground box structure that is dug 

through the surface. 

As the train operator, BART officials have focused on safety concerns involving train 

evacuations and crowded platforms in single-bore stations that are substantially different from 

what it’s used in the twin-tunnel subways elsewhere on its system. 

“It’s no secret that the twin-bore option is the option that BART is most comfortable with by a 

big margin,” BART spokesman Jim Allison said in an interview earlier this year. “We’re twin-bore 

fans.” 

Santa Clara County Supervisor Cindy Chavez, also a VTA board member and part of the 

Barcelona delegation, said" “The highest obligation we have is safety. I can’t imagine an elected 

official picking a strategy that impacts safety. I think the second bar is going to be impacts, and 

that’s going to be immediate impacts — construction — and long term impacts — operations. 

In the end, no one’s going to support something that’s less safe.” 

Back to Top         

Google village sparks new downtown San Jose property buying (Mercury News) 

 Google’s development partner for a vast tech campus in downtown San Jose has snapped up a 

parcel for the project that’s next to actively used train tracks, in a deal that underscores the 

transit-oriented nature of the proposed Google village. 

The most recent purchase also marks a resumption of active property buying by Google 

development colleague Trammell Crow in downtown San Jose, in the vicinity of SAP Center and 

the Diridon train station. 

During June, the Google and Trammell Crow team bought six properties in the area. They 

bought none in July. However, early August produced two acquisitions east of the train station. 

TC Agoge Associates, a Trammell Crow affiliate, paid $3.2 million on Aug. 8 for a lot at 59 S. 

Autumn St., right next to the tracks that bring light rail trains to an underground portion of 

Diridon Station. 

The sellers were family trusts led by Debra Lantis and Russell Johnson. On Wednesday, trucks 

and other vehicles were parked on the lot. 

http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/bart/156532/
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/bart/156532/
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/bart/156532/
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/bart/156532/
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The recent deal shows the potential for sharply rising property values in the area where Google 

and Trammell Crow have collected properties for the future project. 

The most recent assessed value on file for the just-sold property was $88,000, according to 

county property files. That means the site sold for roughly 36 times the assessed value. 

The newly bought property is around the corner from a vacant lot, purchased on Aug. 1 from a 

group controlled by veteran developer Donald Imwalle. The price was $1.1 million. 

Google could employ 20,000 tech workers at a proposed transit village that would replace aging 

industrial, retail and vacant lots in downtown San Jose (Karl Mondon/Bay Area News Group)  

Including the most recent purchase, Google and its development partner have spent $144.8 

million acquiring an estimated 19 parcels near Diridon Station and the SAP Center. 

Google could employ 15,000 to 20,000 of its workers at the proposed downtown San Jose 

transit village, which would supplant vacant lots, industrial buildings and retail sites. 

Current sale prices are well ahead of what sites in the area were worth even last year, said 

Mark Ritchie, president of San Jose-based realty brokerage Ritchie Commercial. 

“The properties a year ago were worth $100 a square foot on a good day,” Ritchie said. “These 

are pocket, in-fill industrial, or retail sites, or vacant lots.” 

In the most recent deal, the site sold for roughly $222 a square foot. 

“Land values are probably the most psychological part of any real estate transaction,” Ritchie 

said. “They can vary tremendously on what people believe might happen in an area.” 

Some city leaders believe the Diridon train complex can be transformed into what they call the 

“Grand Central Station of the West.” The aging train station ultimately could be the hub for 

BART, light rail, Caltrain, Amtrak, the ACE Train and even a bullet train that could connect 

Silicon Valley to the Central Valley and Los Angeles. 

“It’s encouraging that Google and Trammell Crow are still buying properties,” said Carl 

Guardino, president of Silicon Valley Leadership Group, a business organization. 

He believes the area can be developed in an orderly fashion. 

“Having the potential for one company to master-plan an entire area of downtown San Jose 

avoids the hodgepodge approach that all too often can happen when you have numerous 

parties and numerous uses,” Guardino said. 

Back to Top 

 

 



From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Thursday, August 10, 2017 3:48 PM 

To: VTA Board of Directors; VTA Advisory Committee Members 

Subject: VTA Connections Newsletter - August 2017 

 

VTA Board of Directors and VTA Advisory Committee Members: 

Below is VTA’s newsletter for August 2017.  It can also be accessed using this link:  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAVTA/bulletins/1b02911 

Please share with your constituents. 

Thank you.           

Office of the Board Secretary 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 N. First Street 
San Jose, CA 95134 
408.321.5680 
board.secretary@vta.org 
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Above: stained glass window at Milpitas BART station, nearing 

completion. 

Meet the Board 

A monthly feature on VTA leadership 

Each month, we'll introduce a couple of our new board members so 

you can get to know more about who's working on the important 

transportation issues in Santa Clara County. 

IN THIS ISSUE  

 Meet the Board 

 BART Silicon Valley 

Update 

 Transit Plans Underway 

for Stevens Creek and 

West San Jose Urban 

Villages 



Savita Vaidhyanathan - Cupertino Mayor, 

board member 

Mayor Vaidhyanathan, of Cupertino, represents the 

West Valley Cities Group on the VTA Board, having 

previously served on the VTA Policy Advisory Committee in 

2016.  She also serves as a member of the Congestion Management 

Program and Planning and Capital Projects Oversight Committees.  

 As an elected official representing several major destinations for 

commuters in Santa Clara County -the new Apple headquarters and 

De Anza College just to name two- Mayor Vaidhyanathan has 

provided important feedback on the update to VTA’s transit plan to 

ensure that the transit network benefits all members of our 

community.   

 

Raul Peralez - San Jose City Council 

member, board member 

Councilmember Peralez served as an alternate on 

the VTA Board since 2015, and joined the Board as 

a full member in January 2017. Councilmember 

Peralez represents San José’s vibrant downtown district, including 

major elements of our county’s transportation infrastructure such as 

VTA’s light rail transit mall, the San Jose Mineta International 

Airport and the Caltrain’s Central Equipment Maintenance and 

Operations Facility (CEMOF). 

This district also includes the SAP Center adjacent to Diridon Station, 

as well as Avaya Stadium.  Councilmember Peralez has served as a 

member of the Caltrain and Capitol Corridor Joint Powers Boards, 

and advocates for improved public transit service to support 

commuters traveling into and from San José’s urban core.   
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Milpitas BART station is nearing completion. 

Although BART Phase I is 97% complete, the 3% remaining is the 

most complex piece of the project, which is system integration and 

testing. This is where the new extension becomes fully integrated 

with the existing BART system. During this phase, there are literally 

thousands of tests to be performed which is necessary to assure the 

safety and reliability of all newly constructed facilities and systems.   

 

Important changes were made by BART to the requirements for the 

conversion of  the Warms Springs station in South Fremont from an 

end-of-line operation to a pass-through operation. Combined with the 

latest progress information from VTA’s Berryessa Extension 

contractors, it has become necessary to adjust the sequence of 

remaining work for VTA’s project. 

Read more.                                                   Back to Top 

 

Transit Plans Underway for Stevens Creek 

and West San Jose Urban Villages 
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Stevens Creek Blvd., San Jose 

The San Jose City Council is moving forward with plans for “urban 

village” development along Stevens Creek and Winchester 

Boulevards.  Urban villages are walkable, bicycle-friendly, transit-

oriented, mixed use settings that provide both housing and jobs, 

supporting the City’s General Plan goals. 

 

In the meantime, The Valley Transportation Authority is deeply 

entrenched in planning for the future of solutions that move you along 

the same corridors. 

 

There are a number of ongoing transportation improvements or 

studies in and near Stevens Creek which VTA is pursuing in 

partnership with San Jose, Santa Clara, Cupertino, and, in some cases, 

Caltrans. 

Read more.                                               Back to Top 

 

Planning for a More Livable Valley 
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Cottle Light Rail Station, South San Jose 

Planning for a livable valley where we can all move around easily is 

one of VTA’s major priorities.  One example of where we’re trying to 

do that is in South San Jose near Highway 85 and Cottle Road, right 

near the VTA Cottle light rail station.   

VTA is embarking on preparing this site for a project, beginning with 

talking to the community about its plans.  

The City of San Jose Planning Department will host a community 

meeting to discuss these plans on Monday, August 14 from 6:30 p.m. 

to 7:30 p.m. at the Southside Senior Center at 5585 Cottle Road, San 

Jose. 

Read more.                                                  Back to Top 

 

VTA's Pedestrian Undercrossing Honored 
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East entrance to Santa Clara Caltrain Undercrossing 

We are pleased to announce that VTA's Santa Clara 

Pedestrian Undercrossing was listed among the winners of the Silicon 

Valley Business Journal's 2017 Structures Award. Congratulations to 

all who put so much hard work and dedication into this project.  You 

can read more about the Undercrossing here. 

                                                                    Back to Top 
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From: Board Secretary  
Sent: Thursday, August 10, 2017 4:27 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: August 10, 2017 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Thursday, August 10, 2017 

1. BART stations in Milpitas and Berryessa won’t open early after all (Mercury News) 
2. Push to redesign rail corridor sparks debate (Palo Alto Weekly) 
3. OK, Caltrain riders, how would you configure new bicycle cars? (Silicon Valley Business 

Journal) 

 

BART stations in Milpitas and Berryessa won’t open early after 

all (Mercury News) 

The Bay Area Rapid Transit stations in Milpitas and Berryessa are no longer set to open in 

December, six months ahead of schedule. Instead, they are projected to open as originally 

planned for passenger service by June 2018, according to the Santa Clara Valley Transportation 

Authority. 

On Monday, VTA spokes-woman Stacey Hendler Ross said the expectation for when BART 

Silicon Valley would be opened changed once system testing began in May. She insisted that 

the June 2018 opening was not a delay, but an on-time opening. 

“Just because you are not ahead of schedule, you are not delayed,” Hendler Ross said. 

Although the stations’ infrastructure — the concourse, parking lots, track — have largely been 

built and the project is at 97 percent completion, this last part of the project is the most 

complicated, she said. 

“What changed between April and now is we started doing system testing. We have not done 

this before and with system testing there is no way of knowing,” Hendler Ross said. “It’s not as 

concrete as building a structure, this testing is a way computer system will integrate with 

another system. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/08/10/bart-stations-in-milpitas-and-berryessa-wont-open-early-after-all/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/08/10/bart-stations-in-milpitas-and-berryessa-wont-open-early-after-all/


There are so many tests being done there is no way to have a hard date on how things could 

work with that.” 

She added the project’s construction portion had been tracking ahead of June 2018, the 

completion date given to the federal government when the project started in 2011. However, 

Hendler Ross said this final testing phase was “fluid” and had to be “meticulous” because it has 

to do with the “safety and reliability of the system.” 

Like the Milpitas Post’s Facebook page for neighborhood news and conversation from 

Milpitas and beyond. 

VTA is building the track and BART stations for the Silicon Valley extension. Afterward, the 

transit agency will hand over operations to BART for the 10-mile extension, from the newly 

opened Warm Springs station in South Fremont — which opened in March 2017 after a more 

than two year delay from its original planned opening of early 2015 — to the Berryessa station 

near Mabury Road. 

Hendler Ross said BART still had to convert the Warm Springs station from an end-of-the-line 

station to a mid-line station. She added that after VTA is done with its system testing, it will 

hand over the project to BART to do further testing. 

“We are not saying it’s definitely not opening up until June. We still have 10 months to go and 

things can change drastically during that time, which is why we are not giving a specific opening 

date ahead of time,” Hendler Ross said. 

During a VTA Board of Directors meeting on Aug. 3, Dennis Ratcliffe, the agency’s interim 

director of engineering and transportation infrastructure development, told the board the 

budget for the project remains unchanged, with $150 million in unallocated contingency 

monies, considered a reserve for unexpected costs. 

“Last month, we reported that the schedule for passenger service was dependent upon final 

train control information and software from BART’s Warm Springs extension…these changes 

from the Warm Springs project combined with the latest progress information from the VTA 

Berryessa extension contractors has created the need to adjust the sequence of the remaining 

work for project completion,” Ratcliffe told the board. 

He added the project was “now deep into the system’s testing phase.” 

“This is where the new extension becomes fully integrated with BART’s existing system. It’s a 

complex part of the project. During this phase there are literally thousands of tests to be 

performed,” Ratcliffe said. “This is an interactive process of testing and retesting until all vital 

systems are validated and certified as ready for service.” 

At the meeting, two board members said stating that only 3 percent of the project remained 

was misleading when so much testing still needed to occur. 

http://bayareane.ws/milpitaspostFB


When opened, the 10-mile $2.3 billion extension project is expected to see an estimated 23,000 

daily passengers on opening day, with 13,000 expected at Berryessa and around 10,000 at the 

Milpitas station. Those numbers are expected to double by 2030, according to VTA. 

The line and track systems for the entire 10-mile extension costs $772 million, with a six-story 

parking garage in Milpitas and a seven-story garage in Berryessa — together costing an 

additional $86.9 million, according to VTA. 

For more information about the progress of the Silicon Valley BART extension, visit 

www.vta.org/bart/. 

Back to Top 

 

Push to redesign rail corridor sparks debate (Palo Alto Weekly) 

As Palo Alto moves ahead with plans to transform the rail corridor, city officials are struggling to 

reconcile two seemingly competing goals: catching up to other communities in a race for Santa 

Clara County funds and engaging in the type of prolonged deliberative process that has long 

been synonymous with City Hall culture. 

The two objectives collided on Wednesday night, when the Planning and Transportation 

Commission considered the best way to engage the community in a new planning process for 

what most consider to be the city's most critical infrastructure priority: the separation of 

Caltrain from local streets at the city's four rail crossings. In discussing the new effort, known as 

Connecting Palo Alto, commissioners clashed over how far the city should go in engaging the 

community, with some arguing that the process should prominently feature a stakeholder 

group consisting of residents and experts and others saying that City Council and staff should be 

in the driver's seat. 

After a vigorous debate, the commission supported a new stakeholder group by a 4-2 vote, with 

Chair Michael Alcheck and Commissioner Susan Monk dissenting and Eric Rosenblum absent. Its 

recommendation deviated from the approach favored by planning staff, which omits the 

stakeholder group and relies largely on community workshops and surveys to gather public 

feedback. 

The commission generally agreed that the city should rely on the Context Sensitive Solution 

(CSS) process, which places a premium on continuous stakeholder involvement for major 

projects such as highways. Yet there was plenty of disagreement about what this process 

entails, with several residents arguing that a stakeholder group is a critical ingredient in the CSS 

and planning staff countering that it's not. 

For those who opposed the formation of the group, time was the critical factor. County 

voters approved Measure B last fall, which allocates $700 million for grade separations in north 

http://www.vta.org/bart/
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/08/09/push-to-improve-caltrain-tests-palo-alto-process
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2016/11/09/measure-b--winning-measure-a-just-squeaking-by


county, which includes Sunnyvale, Mountain View and Palo Alto. The Santa Clara Valley 

Transportation Authority plans to come up with an implementation plan next year to determine 

how the money would be doled out over the 30-year life of the tax measure. 

So far, the VTA hasn't set out any deadlines for the cities to propose their grade-separation 

plans, the city's Chief Transportation Officer Joshuah Mello said Wednesday. Even so, he 

acknowledged that the other cities are much further along in planning for future 

improvements. 

"We're in jeopardy of falling behind our peer cities in the Peninsula," Mello said. 

To move the process along, Mello proposed a process that includes a technical committee 

consisting of transportation officials from the relevant agencies (including the VTA and Caltrain) 

and a series of workshops in which residents will be invited to clarify the problem, lay out the 

city's objectives and identify the preferred alternatives. The process got off to an auspicious 

start in May, when about 130 people attended the first such meeting, which focused on existing 

conditions along the city's 4-mile rail segment. 

But the proposed approach also has its detractors. Members of the advocacy group Californians 

Advocating Responsible Rail Design argued that by excluding a stakeholder group, the city is 

effectively reneging on its commitment to pursue an inclusive CSS process. Nadia Naik, one of 

the group's co-founders, contrasted the CSS process with the approach used for high-speed rail, 

a project that voters supported in 2008 and that became deeply unpopular locally in 2009. 

"It failed because the decision-makers ignored everything that was going on," Naik said. "There 

was no buy-in and the people who participated were not involved in many decisions." 

Planning Director Hillary Gitelman suggested that the outreach process can work even without 

a stakeholder committee. But Elizabeth Alexis, also a member of CARRD, said she is unaware of 

any CSS approach that does not include a "permanent, specific program team." 

"It's just an integral part of this that you have a set of people with different perspectives and 

different knowledge bases that go deep into something," Alexis said. 

Others who favored the new stakeholder group include former Mayor Pat Burt, who submitted 

a letter calling for the group's establishment, and former planning commission Vice Chair 

Arthur Keller, who attended the Wednesday meeting to lobby for the new group. 

"The public participation proposed in this document is broad and shallow," Keller said, referring 

to the staff proposal. "The stakeholder group includes a process that is narrow and deep. I think 

that's critical. You need both." 

Their arguments swayed the commission majority, with Commissioners Ed Lauing and Doria 

Summa both supporting the formation of a stakeholder group to guide the planning process 

along. The more expert opinions are involved, the better the outcome is likely to be, Lauing 

reasoned. 

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/05/20/palo-alto-seeks-resident-input-on-rail-design


"It's such a significant thing in Palo Alto and if we can keep from making mistakes because we 

have experts in a real stakeholder group, I think it's worth the investment," said Lauing, who 

made the motion to support the creation of a new committee involving both residents and 

technical experts. 

Summa agreed and said that active participation from residents is critical. 

"I'm very worried about a process that doesn't involve resident stakeholders," Summa said. "It's 

not something we can rush or do incorrectly." 

But Alcheck and Monk both supported staff's approach. Monk said she was "concerned about 

falling behind and losing Measure B funding." Alcheck argued that a project as technically 

complex as grade separation will necessarily require expert opinions. 

"I think using a process that more heavily relies on experts, planning staff, PTC and council is 

more appropriate, especially because we have to deal with technical issues," Alcheck said. 

Whether or not the City Council ultimately agrees to form the new group (it will consider the 

question on Aug. 28), everyone agreed that staff should move along with community meetings 

to keep the broader community involved. The next such meeting is set to take place on Sept. 16 

at the Palo Alto Art Center auditorium. 

For many in the community, the problem is far from new. In 2013, a citizen task force debated 

potential improvements along the rail corridor and released a report that recommended new 

east-west connections and that favored a below-grade design for rail. And even as the council 

and planning staff maintain that they don't want to predetermine the outcome of the 

community conversation, residents have repeatedly voiced a preference for putting Caltrain in 

a trench or tunnel -- alternatives that are very likely to win the popularity contest once again. 

Gitelman cited the earlier efforts on Wednesday, but noted that the community conversation 

could evolve as more details emerge in the coming months. 

"My expectation is that although there's been a lot of thought given to the corridor and a clear 

preference expressed in a number of forums about a below-grade solution, it will be more 

complicated than that when we start talking about cost and constraints and impacts on other 

grade crossings and other aspects around the train that bisects our community," Gitelman said. 

Back to Top 

 

OK, Caltrain riders, how would you configure new bicycle cars? 

(Silicon Valley Business Journal) 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/08/09/caltrain-electric-trains-bicycle-cars-design.html


Caltrain has begun a third round of rider polling to help design features on the electric trains it 

has ordered for the planned inauguration of electric service between Tamien station and San 

Francisco in 2021. 

After deciding on a red, white and dark gray paint scheme for the exterior and red and gray for 

the seat upholstery, now there’s a 23-day survey period in which riders can weigh in on the 

bicycle options for the trains. 

Each six-car electric trains is to have two bicycle cars on which riders can store their bikes on 

the lower level in route. Ten cameras will be mounted in the lower and mid-levels of the cars 

for security. 

Option 1, the so-called “stacking option,” will allow trains to carry a maximum of 72 bicycles per 

train, a 12.5 percent increase over today’s trains. It’s similar to the way bikes are stacked 

against the walls now and accommodates a wide range of bike styles. The disadvantage of the 

stacking option is that passengers retrieving their bikes at a stop sometimes must reshuffle the 

other bikes with which it is stacked. 

Option 2, the hybrid option, uses the stacking method against one wall of the bike car but uses 

another pattern, like angle parking against a curb for cars, so that bikes can be retrieved 

individually. This option may limit the bike types accommodated and provides only 68 bike 

capacity per trainset, although that’s still an 8.3 percent increase over today. 

In addition to voting on Caltrain’s electric train website at www.calmodtrains.com, you may 

vote at these locations: 

 Today and Thursday, 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m., San Francisco Caltrain Station 

 Monday, 4:30-6:30 p.m., Redwood City Caltrain Station 

 Aug. 15, 4:30-7 p.m., Palo Alto Caltrain Station 

 Aug. 16, 5:30-8 p.m., Menlo Park Block Party in downtown Menlo Park 

 Aug. 22, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., CalMod Outreach Office at 2121 S. El Camino Real, San Mateo 

 Aug. 24, 5:45 pm, CalMod Outreach Office 

Back to Top 
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From: Board Secretary  
Sent: Friday, August 11, 2017 12:31 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: August 11, 2017 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Friday, August 11, 2017 

1. Roadshow: Original projections have BART arriving in San Jose right on time (Mercury News) 
2. Sunnyvale woman stumbles, fatally hit by VTA bus in Santa Clara (Mercury News) 
3. Editorial: Facing BART’s ‘existential’ troubles (San Francisco Chronicle) 
4. Prospect Road improvement ground-breaking ceremony (Mercury News) 

 

Roadshow: Original projections have BART arriving in San Jose 

right on time (Mercury News) 

Q: Given that VTA’s original schedule said BART to San Jose would open “June 2018,” then it’s not really 

a delay that it might not open early in December as more recent projections stated. 

Loren Davidson 

A: That’s also what VTA emphatically says. Either way, the opening is not that far away. This time next 

year we’ll hear “Beep Beep” for the first time in the South Bay. 

Back to top 

Sunnyvale woman stumbles, fatally hit by VTA bus in Santa 

Clara (Mercury News) 

A 56-year-old Sunnyvale woman lost her footing, stumbled and was fatally hit by a VTA bus 

Thursday evening, according to Santa Clara police. 

The accident occurred around 6:20 p.m. at the bus stop on El Camino Real near Railroad 

Avenue. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/08/10/sjm-l-roadshow-qa-0810/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/08/10/sjm-l-roadshow-qa-0810/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/08/11/woman-stumbles-fatally-hit-by-vta-bus-in-santa-clara/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/08/11/woman-stumbles-fatally-hit-by-vta-bus-in-santa-clara/


The bus was at the stop when the woman exited at the middle doors and walked several feet 

away on the sidewalk, according to police. As the bus was pulling away from the curb, the 

woman turned and walked quickly toward the bus, as though she had left something behind, 

according to Santa Clara police Lt. Dan Moreno. 

She stumbled, fell and was hit by the bus. 

The woman, who has not yet been identified, sustained major injuries and was treated at the 

scene by Santa Clara Fire Department personnel. She was taken to a hospital where she was 

pronounced dead. 

The investigation into the accident is ongoing. Anyone with information is asked to call Traffic 

Investigator Dave Machado, at 408-615-4764. 

Back to top 

Editorial: Facing BART’s ‘existential’ troubles (San Francisco 

Chronicle) 

From slouching toward San Jose to planning a second Transbay Tube, BART executives believe 

they’re hurtling toward a bigger, brighter future. But the view from the commuter rail’s seats, 

or more likely its cramped standing room, is not so sparkly. 

Particularly in its urban core, BART’s stations can seem hopelessly plagued by filth, disorder and 

dysfunction. A recent surge in crime has compounded that sense. And the infrastructure is so 

frequently overwhelmed as to bring the idea of extending it into serious question. 

BART management’s defensive response to such problems hasn’t helped. The agency has 

characterized perpetually broken escalators as standard, dismissed astronomical overtime bills 

for ineffectual services, and obfuscated a growing public safety problem. But Nicholas 

Josefowitz, a member of the system’s board of directors representing San Francisco, told The 

Chronicle’s editorial board Thursday that BART is determined to deal with such basic “quality of 

experience” problems even as it extends into new territory. 

“Crime, cleanliness, fare evasion — I think a lot of people feel they’re really kind of existential 

issues for BART,” Josefowitz said. “It’s gotten a lot worse at BART, it’s gotten a lot worse around 

BART over the past few years, and we just can’t let it continue like that.” 

Under scrutiny after a mob of youths attacked riders in Oakland, a crime kept under wraps for 

days, BART recently disclosed that robberies had jumped 45 percent, to 71, in the first quarter. 

While BART officials have emphasized that the number remains small given 433,000 average 

weekday trips, Josefowitz said surging crime causes delays and may be contributing to a 

ridership slump. 

http://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/editorials/article/Editorial-Facing-BART-s-existential-11749321.php


BART’s new police chief, Carlos Rojas, is working to increase officer visibility and focus on 

problem stations, Josefowitz said. The director also expects a fare evasion crackdown and more 

homeless outreach to improve security. Collaboration with police departments in the cities 

BART traverses would also help. 

Meanwhile, the agency is providing more restrooms and re-evaluating janitorial services in an 

effort to clean up stations, Josefowitz said. And new cars premiering next year, along with 

power and train control upgrades, should ease crowding. 

The director’s acknowledgment of BART’s shortcomings and promises to address them are 

refreshing. Riders deserve to hear the same from system executives led by General Manager 

Grace Crunican — who was expected to join Thursday’s meeting but didn’t — and, more 

important, to see results. 

Back to top 

Prospect Road improvement ground-breaking ceremony 

(Mercury News) 

Prospect Road’s transformation is in sight. Construction is set to begin late September on the 

highly-anticipated Prospect Road Improvements Project, and the city of Saratoga is celebrating 

with a ground-breaking ceremony on Thursday, Aug. 17, at 2:30 p.m. at the Saratoga Prospect 

Center. 

A celebration for this long-awaited, 11-years-in-the-making project seems fitting. Various delays 

slowed the project’s progress, but the deal was sealed this year on July 5 when the bid for 

construction was finally awarded. 

“I am very excited for the city to break ground and celebrate the long-awaited start of 

construction on the Prospect Road Improvements Project,” Saratoga Mayor Emily Lo said 

through email. “I look forward to Saratoga residents enjoying the improved appearance and 

experience on Prospect Road whether they are driving, walking, or biking.” 

This project will improve a 1.9-mile section of Prospect Road between Saratoga-Sunnyvale Road 

and Lawrence Expressway. Upgrades include the installation of bicycle detector loops, green 

bike lanes, ADA-compliant ramps, a new lighted crosswalk, medians and sidewalk. 

Existing bus stops, sidewalk, ramps, medians, and landscaped areas will also be improved. 

Pavement will be enhanced with micro-surfacing and striping. 

San Jose owns half the road, but is only participating by funding the resurfacing and pavement 

markings on the city’s side of the road. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/08/11/prospect-road-improvement-ground-breaking-ceremony/?obref=obinsite


This $5.3 million project will be funded through a $4.25 million federal, One Bay Area Grant 

from the Metropolitan Transportation Commission, and the rest will come from the city of 

Saratoga. 

Traffic delays are to be expected during construction, but one traffic lane in each direction on 

Prospect Road will always remain open. Saratoga will share project updates via its social 

platforms. Saratoga Prospect Center is located at 19848 Prospect Road. 

The [project’s opening ceremony is free and open to the public, and light refreshments will be 

served. For more information about the event, call 408-868-1216. 
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From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Friday, August 11, 2017 11:26 AM 

To: VTA Board of Directors 

Subject: VTA Standing Committee Agenda Packets - August 2017 Meetings 

VTA Board of Directors: 

You may access your VTA Standing Committee Agenda Packet for the August 2017, Regular 

Meetings by clicking on the links below: 

 Congestion Management Program and Planning (CMPP) Committee – CMPP Packet 

 Administration and Finance (A&F) Committee –A&F Packet 

 Safety, Security and Transit Planning & Operations (SSTPO) Committee – SSTPO 
Packet 

Please also find attached Work Plans for CMPP, A&F and SSTPO for your reference.  

We would like to thank you for your support of VTA’s Sustainability Program and to “GO 

GREEN” by subscribing electronically to the packets. 

Thank you. 

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
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From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Friday, August 11, 2017 5:13 PM 

To: VTA Board of Directors 

Subject: VTA Correspondence: Letters of Support for SB 797 (Hill) and Cap-and-Trade Funding for 

Transit; Ad Hoc Committee Compliance with Brown Act 

VTA Board of Directors: 

We are forwarding you the following:  

 

From Topic 

VTA Letters of support for SB 797 (Hill) and cap-and-trade funding for transit 

SamTrans Response to Roland Lebrun regarding ad hoc committee compliance with the 

Brown Act 

 

Thank you. 

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
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M E M O R A N D U M 

 

TO:  Members of the California State Assembly 

 

FROM: Jeannie Bruins, Chairperson 

  Board of Directors 

  Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

 

DATE:  August 21, 2017 

 

RE:  Support for SB 797 (Hill) 

 

 

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) respectfully requests your support for 

SB 797 (Hill) when this bill comes before the Assembly for a vote. 

 

SB 797 authorizes the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board (JPB), through the adoption of a 

resolution by a two-thirds majority, to submit to the voters of San Francisco, San Mateo and 

Santa Clara Counties a measure proposing a sales tax at a rate not to exceed 1/8 percent to pay 

for operating, maintenance and capital expenditures related to the Caltrain Commuter Rail 

Service.  The legislation provides that the sales tax could be submitted to the voters only upon:  

(1) the approval of the boards of supervisors of San Francisco, San Mateo and Santa Clara 

Counties, consistent with each county’s applicable procedures; and  (2) the approval of the 

governing boards, by a simple majority vote, of the San Francisco County Transportation 

Authority, the San Mateo County Transit District (SamTrans) and VTA.  Once placed on the 

ballot, the sales tax would need to be approved by a two-thirds majority of all those voting on it. 

 

Caltrain is a 76-mile daily commuter rail service that runs between San Francisco and the city of 

Gilroy in the southern part of Santa Clara County.  It operates on railroad tracks owned by the 

Peninsula Corridor JPB between San Francisco and the Tamien Station in San Jose, and on 

Union Pacific Railroad tracks between the Tamien Station and Gilroy.  Caltrain is administered 

through a joint powers agreement that was executed by the City/County of San Francisco, 

SamTrans and VTA.  The JPB, which consists of three members appointed from each of the 

three counties, governs the service, while SamTrans serves as the managing agency. 

 

A long-standing problem for Caltrain has been the lack of a dedicated revenue source to support 

its operations, maintenance costs and capital projects.  Instead, Caltrain must rely on fare 

revenues, state and federal grants, and voluntary contributions from its three member agencies, 

all of whom operate and financially support their own local public transit services.  This 

awkward situation results in financially instability for Caltrain, particularly during those fiscal 

years when the three member agencies are experiencing their own budgetary challenges and need 

to use as much of their revenues as possible to retain their own transit services. 

Members of the California State Assembly 

Support for SB 797 (Hill) 

August 21, 2017 
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SB 797 takes an important step toward resolving this problem by authorizing the Peninsula 

Corridor JPB to impose a 1/8 percent sales tax in the three Caltrain counties, subject to voter 

approval.  Such a sales tax would generate approximately $100 million a year for Caltrain 

operating, maintenance and capital expenses and, thus, offset the need for voluntary 

contributions from the three member agencies. 

 

Securing a dedicated, predictable and permanent revenue source to replace the member agencies’ 

contributions has been a long-sought goal of Caltrain.  Therefore, we respectfully seek your 

support for SB 797.  Thank you for your consideration of our request. 

 

 

 



 

August 14, 2017 

 

The Honorable Kevin de Leon, President pro Tempore 

California State Senate 

State Capitol, Room 205 

Sacramento, CA  95814 

 

Dear President pro Tempore de Leon: 

 

As the Legislature works to put together an FY 2018 expenditure plan for cap-and-trade auction 

proceeds, the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) respectfully requests your support for 

doubling the continuous appropriations from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund for the Transit & 

Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP) and the Low Carbon Transit Operations Program (LCTOP) to 

20 percent and 10 percent, respectively.  Since their establishment in 2014 through the enactment of SB 

862, TIRCP and LCTOP have driven investments in electric public transit buses, cleaner locomotives, 

the expansion of electrified rail, and increased public transit service levels in disadvantaged 

communities.  These investments are vital to helping California achieve its ambitious climate change 

goals. 

 

As you know, the transportation sector generates about 38 percent of the greenhouse gas emissions in 

California.  These emissions stem from the state’s reliance on solo driving, as well as a freight and rail 

network that is largely dependent on diesel fuel.  If California is to be successful in cutting statewide 

greenhouse gas emissions to 40 percent below the 1990 level by 2030, as envisioned in SB 32, we 

cannot ignore the transportation sector. 

 

One key strategy for reducing greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation sector is shifting trips 

from single-occupant vehicles to public transit and other alternative modes of transportation.  However, 

for public transit to be able to accommodate the substantial increase in ridership that would result from 

this “mode shift,” it is essential that we invest cap-and-trade auction proceeds in projects that build 

capacity on our bus and rail systems.  In Santa Clara County, we are pursuing TIRCP funding for 

extending the Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) regional rail system to San Jose, the largest metropolitan 

area in Northern California and the heart of the vibrant Silicon Valley economy.  This project is 

expected to:  (1) eliminate 32,500 auto trips a day;  (2) reduce 146.4 million vehicle miles traveled per 

year; and  (3) cut greenhouse gas emissions by 16,000 tons annually.  Doubling the percentage of cap-

and-trade auction proceeds continuously appropriated to TIRCP would allow not only VTA’s BART 

Extension Project to move forward, but also similar public transit expansion projects in other parts of the 

state. 

 

A second key strategy that VTA is actively pursuing is working to reduce emissions from our public 

transit bus fleet, which accounts for 79 percent of our greenhouse gas emissions.  Along these lines, we 

began the process of transitioning our 425-bus fleet to cleaner vehicles by using our most recent formula 

share of LCTOP funding to purchase our first five electric buses.  Without the revenues that we would 

The Honorable Kevin de Leon 

Cap-and-Trade Funding for Transit 

August 14, 2017 



From: Martinez, Martha 
Sent: Wednesday, August 09, 2017 5:05 PM 
To: Roland Lebrun 
Cc: Jeff Gee; Cassman, Joan (jcassman@hansonbridgett.com); Hartnett, Jim; MTC Commission; Board 
Secretary; SFCTA Board Secretary; Board (@samtrans.com); CHSRA Board; SFCTA CAC; cacsecretary 
(@caltrain.com); Caltrain, Bac (@caltrain.com) 
Subject: RE: Ad Hoc Committee compliance with the Brown Act 

 

Please see message below from Joan Cassman, Legal Counsel, in response to your 

email below. 
Martha Martinez 

Executive Officer, 

District Secretary/Executive Administration  

___________________________ 

 
Dear Mr. Lebrun, 
 
We have received your correspondence regarding the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board’s (JPB) 
compliance with the Brown Act (Cal. Gov. Code section 54950, et seq.), specifically related to the 
application of the Brown Act requirements to two new ad hoc advisory committees announced by the 
JPB Board Chair at the JPB Board meeting of August 3, 2017.  I write in response to your contentions, 
which are in error.   
 
Government Code section 54952 defines those local agency “legislative bodies” that are subject to the 
Brown Act.  Under the law, the JPB Board of Directors is subject to the Brown Act, as is any “commission, 
committee, board, or other body of [the JPB], whether permanent or temporary, decisionmaking or 
advisory, created by charter, ordinance, resolution, or formal action of a legislative body.” (emphasis 
added). 
 
First and foremost, the two new subcommittees were appointed by the JPB Board Chair and announced 
at the JPB Board meeting on August 3.  There was no action of the Caltrain Board to create these 
subcommittees.   
 
Second, the Brown Act is clear as to its applicability to standing committees that meet certain criteria 
and its non-applicability to ad hoc committees that meet other criteria.  More specifically, the Brown Act 
applies to committees with: 

-          “continuing subject matter jurisdiction, or  
-          “a meeting schedule fixed by charter, ordinance, resolution, or formal action of a 

legislative body.”  
 
The Brown Act does not apply to committees that are: 

-          “advisory committees,  
-          “composed solely of the members of the legislative body that are less than a 

quorum of the legislative body.”   
 

In this case, the JPB Board Chair – not the Board itself – has appointed two “advisory committees” that 
are “composed solely of the members of the [JPB Board],” and that are comprised of “less than a 
quorum of the [Board].” The two ad hoc advisory committees were not “created by charter, ordinance, 
resolution, or formal action of a legislative body,” and do not have “continuing subject matter 
jurisdiction” or “a meeting schedule fixed by charter, ordinance, resolution, or formal action of a 
legislative body.” 
 
Based on the letter and spirit of the law, and consistent with current and past practice of all other local 
governments with which I have been engaged, the two ad hoc advisory committees created by Chair 
Gee are not “legislative bodies” for purposes of the Brown Act. 



 
Joan Cassman 

 

    

Joan L. Cassman 

Partner 

Hanson Bridgett LLP  

(415) 995-5021 Direct  

(415) 995-3414 Fax  

jcassman@hansonbridgett.com  

   
 

 

 

     

 

This communication, including any attachments, is confidential and may be protected by privilege. If you are not the 
intended recipient, any use, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender by telephone or email, and permanently delete 
all copies, electronic or other, you may have.  

The foregoing applies even if this notice is embedded in a message that is forwarded or attached. 

 
From: Roland Lebrun   

Sent: Monday, August 7, 2017 3:50 AM 
To: Board (@caltrain.com) 

Cc: MTC Commission; VTA Board Secretary; SFCTA Board Secretary; Board (@samtrans.com); CHSRA 
Board; SFCTA CAC; cacsecretary (@caltrain.com); McKenna, Nancy; Caltrain, Bac (@caltrain.com) 

Subject: Ad Hoc Committee compliance with the Brown Act 

 

Dear Chair Gee and Members of the Caltrain Board of Directors, 

  

Kindly be advised that, according to the League of California cities, ad hoc committees created 

by formal action of a legislative body such as the action taken by the Caltrain Board at the 

August 3rd 2017 Board Meeting during item 6 (Chairpersons report) are legislative bodies for the 

purpose of the Brown Act https://www.cacities.org/Member-Engagement/Professional-

Departments/City-Attorneys-Department/Publications/Open-Public-IV_-A-Guide-to-the-Ralph-

M-Brown-Act-%28.aspx (page 10).  

 

Please be further advised that the Caltrain Business Plan and CBOSS PTC ad hoc committees 

must abide by the 72-hour rule in compliance with Government Code Section 

54954.2 https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&se

ctionNum=54954.2 

  

Please respond to this email by confirming your intention to comply or otherwise. 

  

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

  

mailto:jcassman@hansonbridgett.com
https://www.cacities.org/Member-Engagement/Professional-Departments/City-Attorneys-Department/Publications/Open-Public-IV_-A-Guide-to-the-Ralph-M-Brown-Act-%28.aspx
https://www.cacities.org/Member-Engagement/Professional-Departments/City-Attorneys-Department/Publications/Open-Public-IV_-A-Guide-to-the-Ralph-M-Brown-Act-%28.aspx
https://www.cacities.org/Member-Engagement/Professional-Departments/City-Attorneys-Department/Publications/Open-Public-IV_-A-Guide-to-the-Ralph-M-Brown-Act-%28.aspx
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=54954.2
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=54954.2
https://www.facebook.com/HansonBridgettLLP
https://twitter.com/HansonBridgett


Sincerely, 

  

Roland Lebrun 

 

CC: 
MTC Commissioners 
VTA Board of Directors 
SFCTA Board of Directors 
SamTrans Board of Directors 
High Speed Rail Authority Board of Directors 
VTA CAC 
SFCTA CAC 
Caltrain CAC 
Caltrain BAC 
SamTrans CAC 
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receive from LCTOP, it would be difficult for VTA to afford to integrate electric buses into our fleet in a 

timely manner because they are still more expensive to procure and operate than conventional diesel 

buses.  Doubling the percentage of cap-and-trade auction proceeds continuously appropriated to LCTOP 

would help VTA and other public transit agencies in California that are aggressively moving forward 

with plans to convert their bus fleets to zero-emission vehicles to do so in a much more expeditious 

manner. 

 

Therefore, we respectfully seek your support for strengthening the state’s investment in TIRCP and 

LCTOP in order to bolster California’s efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, to shift to an 

environmentally sustainable economy and to achieve the goals envisioned in SB 32.  Thank you for your 

consideration of our request. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jeannie Bruins, Chairperson 

Board of Directors 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

 




