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VTA Media Coverage for Monday, July 24, 2017 

1. VTA pulls plans to build near Branham light rail (Mercury News) 

2. VTA, 49ers agree on transit plan for Levi’s Stadium soccer games (Mercury News) 

3. Roadshow: New gas tax won’t fund high-speed trains (Mercury News) 

4. Will San Jose to Fresno bullet train become the Silicon Valley Express? (Mercury News) 

5. APTA: 'Devastating Cuts' in FY 2018 Budget; Resolution Would Phase Out CIG, 

Eliminate TIGER (Passenger Transport) 

6. Why the San Jose Earthquakes are chartering a private Caltrain (Silicon Valley Business 

Journal) 

7. Caltrain electrification project takes symbolic step forward (San Francisco Chronicle, 

multiple outlets) 

8. Caltrain Seeks Public Input on New High-Performance Electric Trains Seats (Mass 

Transit) 

9. July 23 Letters: Google expansion could make San Jose city of the future (Mercury 

News) 

10. Groups make DIY bike lanes to show US cities what could be (DailyRepublic.com) 

VTA pulls plans to build near Branham light rail (Mercury News) 

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority has pulled plans for now to build a high-

density, mixed-use project near the Branham light rail station. 

The VTA wants to wait until a traffic study on the Highway 87 corridor is finished. 

In March the VTA asked San Jose officials to amend the city’s General Plan so it could develop a 

3-acre parcel at 4747 Narvaez Ave., which currently serves as the agency’s parking lot. 

“While the SR 87 corridor study moves forward, VTA is withdrawing the General Plan 

Amendment application for the property at the Branham light rail lot for this year’s cycle but 

will preserve the possibility of reapplying next year,” spokeswoman Stacey Hendler Ross said in 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/19/vta-pulls-plans-to-build-near-branham-light-rail/#comments


a written statement. The study will examine traffic congestion that has plagued the area around 

the Highway 87/Capitol Expressway/Narvaez on-ramp for years. 

Previous development proposals have met with resistance from neighbors who felt area traffic 

and parking problems were ignored. Narvaez is a narrow two-lane street, they noted, and one 

project’s developer didn’t provide even basic details such as the number or height of proposed 

buildings. 

When VTA’s application was filed recently, San Jose City Councilman Johnny Khamis said he 

would demand it address traffic around the northbound on-ramp to Highway 87 near the site 

before he would even consider a land use amendment. 

Frustrated by broken promises to fix the signal light queue and tackle traffic backups on the on-

ramp, Khamis said in an interview that neighbors are already unhappy with congestion 

exacerbated from a new development nearby on Communications Hill and fear the problem 

could worsen. 

“There was supposed to be some fixing of the on-ramp situation, which still hasn’t happened,” 

Khamis said. “I let VTA know that they would have big opposition, including myself, to 

developing that property…without traffic mitigation measures at least started. 

“To change the zoning to housing before we address the traffic concerns, it seemed 

irresponsible to me,” he added. 

Using shoulder lanes as flex commute lanes to alleviate backups on Highway 87 is one possible 

solution Khamis said he supports, noting that VTA is considering that as part of its study. He 

said the study will help VTA and city staff explore potential traffic mitigation measures at the 

Highway 87/Capitol/Narvaez on-ramp and should be done by the end of the year. 

The development project isn’t permanently off the table. According to the VTA, “If a project is 

proposed after the study of 87 is complete, a community meeting will be held to discuss any 

specifics and get input from the neighbors.” 

 

Back to Top 

VTA, 49ers agree on transit plan for Levi’s Stadium soccer games (Mercury News) 

Extra light-rail trains and buses will be running to Levi’s Stadium Sunday and Wednesday for 

two much awaited soccer games expected to attract 50,000 to 60,000 fans each. 

And the beefed up service won’t cost the Valley Transportation Authority a penny. The San 

Francisco 49ers, who manage the stadium, hammered out a deal with the transit agency over 

the past week for the football team to cover the tab. 

Details are sketchy and the agreement is limited to the upcoming soccer games. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/23/vta-49ers-agree-on-transit-plan-for-levis-stadium-soccer-games/?src=rss


But the two sides plan to meet soon to work out a financial pact for the 49ers to cover what in 

past years was a $3 million tab for 30 big events at Levi’s, from football and soccer games to 

concerts and wrestling matches. 

The cost of extra transit service had been a point of contention between the 49ers and VTA. 

Last year the VTA called its expenses “not sustainable” for Levi events. The agency projects a 

$26 million operating deficit in two years due to overall falling ridership, with the pending 

arrival of BART to San Jose and numerous bus and light rail changes adding to financial 

concerns. 

“We’re happy to have settled this before the soccer games,” said Jim Mercurio, vice president 

of stadium operations for the 49ers. “And we’ll be talking soon about other games.” 

VTA spokeswoman Stacey Hendler Ross said the transit agency was “pleased to continue our 

partnership in providing additional service for Levi’s Stadium events.” 

The VTA carries around 10,000 riders per event to Levi’s. 

There will be extra train service for the International Champions Cup featuring Real Madrid vs. 

Manchester United on Sunday at 2 p.m. and the 2017 CONCACAF Gold Cup Final at 7 p.m. on 

Wednesday. This is big time soccer and will draw heavily from fans in the South Bay, meaning 

the trolley line on Highway 87 and First Street could be in heavy use. 

Go to www.vta.org or call 408-321-2300 to plan your trip. Another tip for the 95-degree heat on 

Sunday. Lather on the sun screen, wear a hat and drink plenty of water. 
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Roadshow: New gas tax won’t fund high-speed trains (Mercury News) 

Q: So we have this new gas tax coming Nov. 1. Friends tell me that a good chunk of it will be 

spent on high-speed rail and not pavement repairs. True? 

David Drake and so many others 

A: Not true. Money from the $52 billion the new tax and other fees the Legislature approved 

will bring in over the next decade cannot be spent on high-speed rail, say state officials. A 

constitutional amendment to prevent such a raid will be on the ballot next year. 

Q: When are you going to tell your readers that even with all the new taxes there isn’t enough 

money to repair their street? We will need another tax just to maintain roads as they are right 

now. 

Rich Crowley 

San Jose 

http://www.vta.org/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/23/roadshow-new-gas-tax-wont-help-fund-high-speed-trains/


A: Not entirely accurate. San Jose plans to invest the $39 million a year it will get from the state 

gas tax increase in maintenance of its residential streets, something it has not been able to do 

for the past seven years. 

Decisions will be made later this year on how to spend the $1.2 billion that will come in 

countywide over the next three decades from the Measure B sales tax. This should provide 

enough money to properly maintain all of its major arterial streets on an ongoing basis. San 

Jose’s share will be $19 million a year. 

Before the tax hikes, California faced a $130 billion transportation shortfall and the number of 

counties with pavement in the “poor” or “at risk” category had grown from 42 in 2008 to 52 in 

2016. 

 

Like Mr. Roadshow’s Facebook page for more questions and answers about Bay Area roads, 

freeways and commuting. 

Q: Why is no one talking about the gas tax that we already pay that is now sitting in the general 

fund? That money was supposed to pay for road work and hasn’t for some time. Why not move 

the money from the general fund back to where it was intended and not increase our taxes? 

Dean Banks 

Mountain House 

A: That’s being done, and the state will repay the millions it diverted from the sales tax on gas 

purchases to the general fund. This was permitted in 2010 to help overcome the huge deficit 

caused by the recession. 

Q: Your article on what to do if you get stuck in your vehicle on railroad tracks was good. A 

driver should never remain in the car. More important, when drivers are approaching railroad 

tracks they should never cross until the car in front has crossed and they can see that there is 

room for their car on the other side of the tracks. That’s what we teach them. 

Don Meyer 

Economic Driving School 

A: That’s advice the Roadshow clan follows. 

Q: There are four trees literally drying up along Tully Road in San Jose. There is irrigation but 

perhaps it is broken. 

Khanh Nguyen 

San Jose 

A: Eric-the-Tree-Man to the rescue. He says while the trees are in decline, they are salvageable. 

There is an irrigation problem that is being worked on. 

http://bayareane.ws/mrroadshowfb
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Will San Jose to Fresno bullet train become the Silicon Valley Express? (Mercury 

News) 

California’s Central Valley and Silicon Valley are less than three hours apart by car, but the small 

towns and vast stretches of farmland along the middle of the state are a world away from 

$3,000-per-month studio apartments and jammed freeways. 

America’s first-ever high-speed rail line would shrink the distance between the two estranged 

valleys. As soon as 2025, it could connect the nation’s breadbasket with its most powerful 

economic engine, whisking people from the agri-industrial city of Fresno to San Jose in under an 

hour. 

In recent weeks, that vision appeared to be coming together with lightning-like speed 

— something considered impossible before June 6. 

That’s when search giant Google announced plans to build a 20,000-employee campus within 

easy walking distance of San Jose’s downtown Diridon Station, where both bullet and BART 

trains would stop, raising some tantalizing possibilities: 

A worker moves rebar at the construction site for the San Joaquin River Viaduct of California's 

high-speed rail project in Fresno, California, on Monday, July 10, 2017. A $20 billion segment 

between Fresno and San Jose is scheduled to open by 2025. (Gary Reyes/ Bay Area News 

Group) 

Will the 220-mph train become a Silicon Valley Express for droves of millennials and others who 

can barely afford to rent, let alone buy, a Bay Area home? Will high-tech companies begin 

moving some of their operations to a part of the state where a family can still buy a nice three-

bedroom house for $300,000, triggering a monumental population shift in California? 

“Why not build new communities, well-designed communities, sustainable communities in the 

Central Valley?” asked Jim Wunderman, president and CEO of the Bay Area Council, a business-

sponsored public policy group. Why not “have more folks live there and have an efficient and 

pleasant train commute into the Bay Area?” 

It’s still not a sure thing the train will ever reach San Jose. The state has raised just $12.2 billion 

— mostly from a voter-approved bond — for the $20.7 billion “valley to valley” section 

connecting Fresno to Gilroy and San Jose. And proceeds from California’s cap-and-trade 

auctions are the only other major source of funding for the project. But construction has 

already started in the San Joaquin Valley, and the train is becoming more real by the day. 

Estimated fares — up to $63 between Fresno and San Jose — could be prohibitive for 

commuters, but companies such as Google, Apple and Facebook are already subsidizing 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/23/will-san-jose-to-fresno-bullet-train-become-the-silicon-valley-express/


transportation costs for workers by offering free seats on cushy buses that pick up techies from 

Santa Cruz to San Francisco. They could certainly afford to buy down the cost of a train ticket. 

“I know the pricing is an issue, and there’s a real question as to whether it can really serve as a 

commuter rail at the fares contemplated, but it’s not hard to imagine how companies would be 

willing to pay to ensure their employees could get here from more affordable communities,” 

said San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo. 

Ernesto Villareal, a 34-year-old information-technology worker, lives in San Jose and these days 

spends sometimes 40 minutes each way driving less than 10 miles to his job at a school in 

Cupertino. Even though he and his wife are homeowners, he said, the idea of one day taking a 

fast train to work — and going home to a bigger, more affordable house — is appealing. 

“That’s amazing,” he said, when hearing the ride from Fresno to San Jose is expected to take an 

hour or less. “Wow! Yes, I would definitely utilize that.” 

Because of the bullet train, former Fresno Mayor Ashley Swearengin said, the Bay Area is finally 

realizing that her city of over a half-million residents exists. “We are a fast-growing, young, 

diverse city,” she said. “It’s almost as though someone put a cloaking device over the Central 

Valley.” 

Still unreal 

Nine years after Californians approved the $9.95 billion bond that launched the high-speed rail 

project — money that was tied up in a lawsuit until 2013 — the bullet train still holds an 

imaginary aura. 

That’s true even in Fresno, where parallel rows of towering viaduct columns are popping up 

across the city. 



“Largely, people don’t believe that it’s going to 

happen, if I’m being really honest,” said Irma Olguin Jr., co-founder of Bitwise Industries, a 

technology company. 

Sitting on a couch at an old downtown car dealership that her company transformed into an 

industrial-chic work space with Fresno-centric artwork and sweeping city views, Olguin said she 

wants to see the state build “the whole damn thing” from the Bay Area to Los Angeles. 

Last year, the California High-Speed Rail Authority decided to start laying tracks from the 

Central Valley to San Jose rather than south to Los Angeles. 

Moving mountains 

While it might seem like a faraway concept to some, the bullet-train project is hard to miss 

while driving down Interstate 99 in the Central Valley. Entire roads, warehouses, restaurants 

and a gun range have been moved out of the way to accommodate the train’s future path. 

Workers there are now digging trenches, and building bridges and a two-mile-long viaduct to 

carry the train on its way to and from the Bay Area — over and under freeways, past 

neighborhoods, between miles and miles of crops and through the Diablo mountain range near 

the Pacheco Pass. 

Fresno’s downtown station will be built at the site of the old Southern Pacific depot, erected in 

1889. According to a plaque outside, that railroad “founded Fresno, brought settlers and 

shipped their crops, developing this desert into the agri-business capital of the world.” 

Terry Ogle, an engineer at the rail authority who is overseeing design and construction in the 

Central Valley, said he feels as though he is part of the region’s next big historic shift. 

“This is the biggest thing that is going on in the country right now,” said Ogle, standing on a 

dusty site under the broiling July sun. “This is the Bay Bridge of the Central Valley — right here.” 

http://www.mercurynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/sjm-l-bullettrain-0723-90.jpg


The $64 billion project has been politically divisive from the beginning. Republicans in 

Sacramento and Washington, D.C., have tried to cut off its funding, calling it a “boondoggle” 

and a “choo-choo train to nowhere.” And Democrats have privately questioned whether it will 

ever get to San Jose, let alone Los Angeles. 

Columns for the Joaquin River Viaduct is seen through huge corrugated pipes at California’s 

high-speed rail project in Fresno, California, on Monday, July 10, 2017. A $20.7 billion segment 

between Fresno and San Jose is scheduled to open by 2025. Gary Reyes/ Bay Area News Group 

But high-speed rail — which voters approved during the administration of Gov. Arnold 

Schwarzenegger, an unorthodox Republican — has managed to chug ahead under the 

protective wing of Gov. Jerry Brown. In 2014, the Legislature committed to its construction an 

ongoing 25 percent of the auction proceeds from the state’s landmark climate program — cap 

and trade. The money comes from businesses who are essentially paying to pollute. 

Last week’s vote to extend cap and trade through 2030 lifted much of the uncertainty clouding 

the program, but the Legislature could decide to shift future proceeds away from high-speed 

rail. And Brown, arguably the bullet train’s loudest cheerleader, has less than 18 months left in 

office — a timeline that is not lost on officials, who know they have to make the train 

materialize as soon as possible. 

“We’d like to get as much done as we can while he is still the governor,” said Dan Richard, 

chairman of the rail authority’s board. 

In fact, the success of the entire $64 billion project could hinge on the valley-to-valley line. 

“When we open the service, it will be the first true high-speed rail service in America. Most 

Americans have no experience with it,” Richard said. “Our biggest challenge right now is that 

this is something people just can’t conceive of. Once they see it in action, even in this first 

segment — once they see it and once they experience high-speed rail, a lot of people will look 

at that and say, ‘Gee we’d really like to extend that to my community.”’ 

One of the project’s strongest supporters in the more politically conservative Central Valley is 

Swearengin, a Republican who ran unsuccessfully for state controller in 2014. 

Fresno for years has been preparing for the train, she said, rezoning downtown to allow for the 

construction of thousands of new homes near the station. It was one way to protect the 

county’s valuable agricultural land from being chewed up and turned into subdivisions. 

But Swearengin wants the train to bring new jobs, not just new housing, to her valley. 

“Already the Bay Area has the greatest concentration of economic wealth of arguably any place 

in the country, which is creating the challenges the Bay Area is now experiencing,” she said. “So 

we think the solution isn’t just to plop housing in the Central Valley. We actually want to see a 

good mix of jobs that are getting priced out of the Bay Area as well.” 



By all accounts, Bay Area businesses are not yet looking to move to Fresno, Merced or 

Bakersfield. Some, no doubt, are still skeptical that the train will ever run, or they are waiting 

until it is closer to completion. A Google spokeswoman said it was too early for the company to 

comment on the impact of the bullet train. 

But Carl Guardino, CEO of the Silicon Valley Leadership Group, argues that the Silicon Valley 

Express opens a wealth of new possibilities for businesses and their workers. It is, he argues, a 

train to somewhere. 

“Anyone who thinks Silicon Valley, the Earth’s epicenter of innovation, is quote 

unquote nowhere,” he said, “is truly not paying attention.” 
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APTA: 'Devastating Cuts' in FY 2018 Budget; Resolution Would Phase Out CIG, 

Eliminate TIGER (Passenger Transport) 

APTA has issued a statement objecting to “devastating cuts” in key public transportation 

programs—including phasing out Capital Investment Grants (CIG) and eliminating the TIGER 

grant program—in the FY 2018 Budget Resolution released July 18 by the House Budget 

Committee. 

“Public transportation infrastructure programs serve national interests and have strong 

bipartisan support,” said APTA Acting President & CEO Richard White. “The budget resolution 

proposes devastating cuts at a time when the federal government should be investing more, 

not less, in the nation’s transit and rail infrastructure.” He called the proposal “puzzling” 

because Congress recently rejected the CIG cuts twice. 

In the first instance, Congress rejected CIG cuts, which were proposed by the Trump 

administration, when it fully funded the program at the level authorized under the FAST Act in 

the FY 2017 omnibus appropriation. In the second instance, the House Appropriations 

Committee pre-emptively rejected the proposal in the FY 2018 Transportation, Housing and 

Urban Development and Related Agencies appropriations bill it approved July 17, although it 

accepted a $549 million funding cut. (See below.) 

Budget resolutions, if adopted by both the House and Senate, set top-line funding levels for the 

appropriations committees and outline legislative goals for the year. Even if the resolutions are 

approved, directives to phase out the CIG program would require subsequent congressional 

action. 

Citing an analysis by APTA and the Economic Development Research Group, White said, “The 

proposal to halt the robust pipeline of these worthy and vetted projects would put 800,000 jobs 

at risk, including 502,000 construction and related jobs and an additional 300,000 longer term 

http://newsmanager.commpartners.com/aptapt/issues/2017-07-21/1.html
http://newsmanager.commpartners.com/aptapt/issues/2017-07-21/1.html


jobs associated with economic productivity, and would result in a possible loss of $90 billion in 

economic output.” 

In 2015, both houses of Congress overwhelmingly supported passage of the FAST Act, which 

authorizes $2.3 billion annually, through 2020, for the CIG program. APTA emphasized that 

eliminating this program in the middle of the authorization period would pull the rug out from 

under communities that have spent local, state and federal resources advancing their projects 

through the CIG process with the expectation that Congress would fulfill its financial 

commitment.  

Following consideration by the budget committee, the full House may take up the budget 

resolution at the end of July. Read the APTA statement here. 

Other transit-related federal funding news follows. 

House Appropriations Committee 

The full House Appropriations Committee voted 31-20 on July 17 to approve the FY 2018 

transportation funding bill. It is unclear when the bill will go to the House floor or whether it 

would go to the House as a stand-alone bill or as part of an omnibus appropriations measure. 

Like the bill approved by the THUD subcommittee, the measure provides a total of $11.752 

billion in FY 2018 for public transportation programs administered by the FTA. It fully funds 

FAST Act formula programs from the Mass Transit Account of the Highway Trust Fund at $9.733 

billion and provides $150 million for the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority under 

a separate authorization. 

The bill funds the CIG general fund program at $1.753 billion, $549 million below the amount 

authorized under the FAST Act. APTA expressed concern in a statement and letters to 

subcommittee leaders regarding the fact that the CIG program was funded below the 

authorized level. 

Under the CIG program, the bill sets specific funding levels for new starts, small starts and core 

capacity projects and provides $400 million for a joint public transportation and intercity 

passenger rail project intended for the Gateway Project. Separately, under FRA Federal State 

Partnerships for State of Good Repair Grants, the bill provides another $500 million, also 

intended for the Gateway Project. 

While multiple amendments were offered during the markup, the committee approved only 

one, which reallocated $3 million from the office of the DOT secretary to the Saint Lawrence 

Seaway. 

The committee rejected an amendment offered by THUD Subcommittee Ranking Member 

David Price (D-NC) that would have added $200 billion to infrastructure spending in FY 2018. 

The amendment included no offsetting cuts. 



FY 2018 DHS Appropriations Bill 

On July 18, the full House Appropriations Committee marked up the funding bill for the 

Department of Homeland Security with $90 million for the Transit Security Grant Program, up 

$2 million from FY 2017. 

Additionally, Urban Area Security Initiative grants were funded at a level of $630 million, up $25 

million from enacted levels for FY 2017. If there are any changes in the base bill from the 

markup, APTA will issue a Legislative Alert, which will be posted here. 

Back to Top 

 

Why the San Jose Earthquakes are chartering a private Caltrain (Silicon Valley 

Business Journal) 

The San Jose Earthquakes are taking advantage of a new bike-pedestrian tunnel at Santa Clara 

to give fans a free ride on Caltrain to their July 29 game against the Colorado Rapids at nearby 

Avaya Stadium. 

The chartered train from San Francisco to Santa Clara and back after the game will cost the 

Quakes $5,000, according to Caltrain. 

All fans have to do to get the freebie is show their game tickets or show some Quakes logo 

gear. The southbound train will leave San Francisco at 2:47 p.m. and make all stops before 

arriving at 4:25 p.m. for the 4:45 p.m. kickoff. The return train will leave Santa Clara at 7:47 

p.m. and arrive in San Francisco at 9:26 p.m. 

“We think it’s the first time a professional sports team has ever chartered a Caltrain,” 

said Tasha Bartholomew, the railroad’s spokeswoman. 

The Valley Transportation Authority opened the $12 million tunnel June 30 so that pedestrians 

can reach the Santa Clara station platforms from the east — where Avaya is located — without 

crossing Union Pacific Railroad tracks. 

Ultimately, the tunnel will allow passengers on the BART extension to Santa Clara, scheduled to 

open in 2025, to change to or from Caltrain. Pedicabs will be available for fans who don't want 

to walk. 

The chartered train “was a joint idea with the Earthquakes, Caltrain and the Coleman Highline 

development (which provided partial funding for the tunnel) that’s next door to us at Avaya 

Stadium,” said Quakes COO Jared Shawlee. “We were really just focused on brainstorming a fun 

grand-opening event for the new tunnel. We had the idea of how do we drive ridership, how do 

we throw a great celebration and how do we make sure that fans know the tunnel is open and 

exists with access to the stadium?” 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/07/20/san-jose-earthquakes-avaya-stadium-caltrain-july29.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Tasha%20Bartholomew
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Jared%20Shawlee


Shawlee promised that fans would be entertained and surprised with some special promotions 

on the train, and that there will be music and giveaways inside the tunnel. 

While the team has no measure of success for this one-time idea other than fan awareness of 

the way the tunnel allows a new way to get to games, Shawlee said he would meet arriving 

passengers to talk to them about their experience. If people like it, he said the Quakes might try 

it again. 

“Our previous game before this was our match up at Stanford,” he said. “We had 50,000 fans. 

We did see with that match that we get a huge draw of people from San Francisco, San Mateo 

and up the Peninsula that otherwise don’t love battling the traffic all the way to Avaya Stadium. 

This is really an opportunity for us. I feel that if we give them easier access to get to the 

stadium, it’s easier for them to attend matches.” 

Back to Top 

 

Caltrain electrification project takes symbolic step forward (San Francisco 

Chronicle, multiple outlets) 

Gov. Jerry Brown, House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi and hundreds of other political leaders 

and transportation officials gathered on a Millbrae Caltrain station platform Friday to celebrate 

the start of a project to electrify the Peninsula’s commuter railroad as well as a victory over 

congressional Republicans who opposed funding it. 

A parade of speakers — 17 in all — hailed the Bay Area’s all-out effort this spring to get the U.S. 

Department of Transportation to approve a $647 million grant that had been approved by the 

Obama administration, but put on hold by the Trump administration at the urging of 

California’s Republican delegation. 

The delegation, led by House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy of Bakersfield, opposed the grant 

because they said it would help the state’s high-speed-rail project, which they are trying to 

stop. The high-speed-rail project plans to eventually share the Caltrain tracks between San Jose 

and San Francisco. 

The potential loss of funding, which could have killed the $1.98 billion project that’s been 

decades in the making, spurred a full-scale push from the Bay Area. The state’s U.S. senators 

and the region’s congressional representatives, business leaders, transportation officials and 

transit riders all lobbied to get Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao to sign the funding 

agreement. 

And on May 22, she did, after nearly three months of pressure. 

Work is expected to begin immediately on the Caltrain project, which will convert the 

commuter rail line from a diesel-powered system to a modern electrified railroad in which 

http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Caltrain-electrification-project-takes-symbolic-11306490.php
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=bayarea&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Jerry+Brown%22
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=bayarea&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Nancy+Pelosi%22
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=bayarea&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Caltrain%22
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=bayarea&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Kevin+McCarthy%22
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=bayarea&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Elaine+Chao%22


sleek, lightweight trains will grab power from overhead wires. New rail cars are scheduled to 

start arriving in 2019, and the electrified trains are expected to start running by 2021. 

“Our congressional delegation, through some magic, put this through the Trump 

administration. I don’t know how,” Brown said to laughter from the crowd of about 300. 

“Actually, it was the hand of President (Barack) Obama pushing it forward.” 

Brown noted that “a lot of people hate trains,” a remark greeted by boos. But he said the 

Caltrain project will help take cars off of perpetually backed-up Highway 101 on the Peninsula. 

“Today, we’re recognizing a successful train that’s about the future, it’s about clean air, it’s 

about efficiency and speed and not sitting on the freeway for a couple of hours bumper to 

bumper,” Brown said. “California has 32 million vehicles, uses 81 billion gallons of gas and 

diesel, and we collectively drive 35 billion miles a year. How many more can we add to that? 

We ought to reduce that by getting on a train.” 

The governor declared his love for trains, then concluded his speech with a call for concerted 

cooperation in Washington to improve the nation’s infrastructure. 

“A country is great when you can come together and build for the future,” he said. “That’s what 

we’re going to do here on the Peninsula.” 

At the end of his speech, the governor hurried with bodyguards to a waiting black car that 

headed toward the crowded freeway. 

Gov. Jerry Brown gets a hug from House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi as Rep. Anna Eshoo 

(second from right) and other dignitaries join them at the groundbreaking ceremony for 

Caltrain’s electrification project ... more 

Brown missed hearing the rest of the speakers, who carried on with his message — reveling in 

Caltrain’s victory and pushing ahead with a modern rail system that travels between San 

Francisco and San Jose, two of the world’s most vital tech hubs. 

“This is about economic vitality, about jobs, about getting people to work, about family so 

people don’t have to spend so much time in their cars,” Pelosi said. “This was very, very 

important.” 

Pelosi praised Sen. Dianne Feinstein and a host of other Bay Area politicians for the efforts to 

get the federal funding for electrification approved. 

“This was a fight, and it shouldn’t have been,” she said. “But their persistence succeeded.” 

Rep. Anna Eshoo, D-Palo Alto, called the Caltrain campaign “a yeoman’s effort,” and said the 

Bay Area prevailed because “we were gum stuck to everyone’s shoe. We were not going away.” 

http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=bayarea&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Dianne+Feinstein%22
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=bayarea&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Anna+Eshoo%22


“It really took a village to make this one happen,” said Jim Wunderman, CEO of the Bay Area 

Council, a regional business lobbying group. “This is the future. I hope we can use this as a way 

to come together on other needs we have.” 

Back to Top 

Caltrain Seeks Public Input on New High-Performance Electric Trains Seats (Mass 

Transit) 

It is time for riders to choose their seat. Caltrain is seeking public input on the look for the seats 

for the new electric trains called Electric Multiple Units (EMUs). 

Caltrain will conduct public outreach and polling at the following stations: 

 San Francisco Station, 4th & King Streets, San Francisco on Monday, July 24, from 4:30 

p.m. until 7 p.m. 

 San Mateo Station, 385 First Ave., San Mateo on Tuesday, July 25, from 5 p.m. until 7 

p.m. 

 San Jose Diridon Station, 65 Cahill St., San Jose on Friday, July 28, from 4:30 p.m. until 7 

p.m. 

Polling is also available between Thursday, July 20, and midnight, Friday, July 28, on the CalMod 

website and then by clicking on the seat tab. 

Also at the website, users will be able to learn about some of the new electric train features, 

including more plentiful electrical outlets, better location and destination information, 

increased system-wide capacity and the configuration of passenger and bike cars. 

The website will also allow the public to provide feedback on many design options over the 

next several months. And next year, after feedback on the design is complete, the site will 

feature a 360-degree virtual tour of the new trains. 

Back to Top 

 

July 23 Letters: Google expansion could make San Jose city of the future (Mercury 

News) 

In regard to Ethan Baron’s article (“Google’s chance to do it right,” Page 1A, July 16), 

having Google expand its workforce to San Jose has the potential to be a big boom for the local 

economy.  With the addition of 15-20,000 employees and families there is an opportunity for 

local business to thrive and create an enviable downtown environment that caters to artist and 

residents alike. If the proposal includes mix-use housing along with community input the city 

could see a string of good fortune while offsetting rising housing cost. 

http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=bayarea&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Jim+Wunderman%22
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=bayarea&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Bay+Area+Council%22
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=bayarea&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Bay+Area+Council%22
http://www.masstransitmag.com/press_release/12353171/caltrain-seeks-public-input-on-new-high-performance-electric-trains-seats
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/23/july-23-letters-google-expansion-could-make-san-jose-city-of-the-future/


With the expected revamping of San Jose Diridon to include access to BART and high-speed rail, 

San Jose could be the city of the future.  We must not sell our city short at this stage of the 

process. No one ever received an “A” for effort by not seeing something all the way through. 

Ronnie J. Cool 

San Jose 
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Groups make DIY bike lanes to show US cities what could be (DailyRepublic.com) 

A makeshift bike lane divider made of painted two-by-fours and PVC pipes lasted three days on 

a busy Dallas street last month before the city removed it, which was two days longer than its 

creators expected. 

The $100 structure was the work of the Dallas Transformation Department, one of several like-

minded groups of anonymous Twitter users who have taken a do-it-yourself approach to 

making road improvements in cities stretching from New York and Boston to San Francisco. 

Activists say a flower planted in a pothole or a line of cones or toilet plungers to keep cars from 

drifting into bike lanes can have the magical psychological effect of getting drivers to slow down 

and watch for cyclists and pedestrians. Although the measures are meant to be temporary, they 

can show the public what could be and spur cities to make permanent improvements. 

“These transformation groups are creating change, and we support that,” said Kathleen Ferrier, 

a spokeswoman for the Vision Zero Network, a group dedicated to eliminating traffic fatalities 

around the world. “What’s happening with guerrilla tactics is that they are creating more 

urgency. It’s helping people imagine and experience what change could be like.” 

Last month’s project was the first for the Dallas Transformation Department, but it plans more. 

“We knew it wouldn’t be permanent. It would take a few times, but we believe people should 

have the power to give their neighborhoods value,” said Layne, a group spokesman who 

declined to give his last name because the project was technically considered vandalism by the 

city. 

City officials say it’s not that simple. Business owners complain when street parking is replaced 

with bike lanes, and firefighters worry that separated bike lanes could impede their emergency 

responses. 

And there’s usually a shortage of funds, said Jared White, who manages Dallas’ bicycle 

transportation program within the Mobility and Street Services Department. Striping a buffered 

bike lane can cost $50,000 a mile or more if a crosswalk needs to be altered, and moving curbs 

to install bike lanes can cost millions, he said. 

http://www.dailyrepublic.com/california-us-world/groups-make-diy-bike-lanes-to-show-us-cities-what-could-be/


“It’s difficult to get something on the ground right now,” White said. “I understand the 

frustration, but there is a lot of planning and engineering that goes into bike lanes. On the 

street where they put the bike lane is right where we’re about to put one in. It’s going to 

happen within the next couple of years.” 

Dallas spent an estimated $300 and three hours removing the unauthorized bike lane divider 

because it didn’t meet federal and state regulations. It also presented a safety hazard, said Auro 

Majumdar, an assistant director of transportation operations for the city. 

“The bicycle lane endangered any bicyclist using the illegal lane by exposing them to head-on 

collisions with a motor vehicle legally travelling in the marked travel lane,” he said. 

Despite concerns with how pop-up projects are installed, they are working in several cities. In 

San Francisco, the Transformation Department’s biggest success is a makeshift bike lane that 

officials decided to keep until the city can install a permanent one. And in Chicago, artist Jim 

Bachor is providing a small fix to the city’s pothole problem by filling them with mosaics that 

display candy bars, popsicles and flowers. The city hasn’t approved his creations, which number 

more than 50 since he began in 2013, but they haven’t been removed, either. 

“Temporary demonstration projects are a win-win situation,” Ferrier said. “People dubious 

about change can experiment with it. They usually don’t change back.” 

White acknowledged that more people are pushing for improvements in Dallas, where the 

streets have long been considered some of the worst in the country for bicyclists. From 2011 

through 2015, there were more than 4,000 accidents involving cyclists or pedestrians in Dallas 

County, with 281 fatalities, according to data from the North Central Texas Council of 

Governments. 

“We’re going through growing pains right now, but we’re trying to catch up very quickly,” he 

said. “Putting in dedicated bikes lanes is a newer concept for Dallas. In some areas, people 

aren’t used to it. We have to work with them a little bit longer.” 

Activists say such change isn’t happening fast enough and that they’ll continue with their 

approach until things improve. 

“For me, it’s about empowering people to improve their own neighborhood,” Layne said. “If 

they do this, they might show up at a public meeting or go vote. I want them to say, ‘When I 

saw your project, it gave me the courage to do something in my neighborhood.’” 
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From: Board Secretary  
Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2017 5:24 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: July 25, 2017 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Tuesday, July 25, 2017 

1. Editorial: Troubling plan for $3 Bay Area bridge toll hike (East Bay Times) 
2. BART shows off new train cars (San Francisco Chronicle) 

 

Editorial: Troubling plan for $3 Bay Area bridge toll hike (East Bay Times) 

A proposed $3 Bay Area bridge toll increase would disproportionately benefit the Silicon Valley, 

and would provide a windfall for BART without adequate cost controls for the troubled transit 

agency. 

The increase from $5 to $8 would also be permanent, with annual inflation adjustments and no 

opportunity for voters to weigh in after next year. 

Many of the projects to be funded with the toll hike are badly needed. But this plan is a recipe 

for waste and abuse. It must be fixed before voters from the nine Bay Area counties weigh in 

next year. 

The toll increase, which would affect every Bay Area bridge except the Golden Gate, first 

requires state legislation. The state Senate in May passed SB 595 even though it contained no 

specifics. 

Amendments with the troubling details were revealed just before an Assembly hearing this 

month. 

For starters, of $4.2 billion in planned capital projects, $1.1 billion would go for BART-related 

projects, including $500 million for new train cars. 

Yet, there are no provisions guarding against BART repeating its current taxpayer rip-off, using 

new voter-approved property taxes intended for capital projects to indirectly subsidize out-of-

control labor costs. 

http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2017/07/25/editorial-troubling-plan-for-3-bay-area-bridge-toll-hike/
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB595
http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2017/02/17/borenstein-told-you-so-bart-is-reneging-on-bond-promise/
http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2016/04/15/borenstein-bart-bought-off-well-paid-workers-despite-large-deficit/
http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2016/04/15/borenstein-bart-bought-off-well-paid-workers-despite-large-deficit/


State Sen. Steve Glazer, D-Orinda, has proposed appointment of a state inspector general to 

oversee BART expenditures. Assemblywoman Catharine Baker, R-Dublin, has called for binding 

requirements that would stop BART’s accounting shell game. 

These charts from the Metropolitan Transportation Commission show sources of toll money at 

state-owned Bay Area bridges.  

Voters should reject any bridge toll hike that doesn’t include those provisions. 

More BART train cars are critical to improving the flow of Bay Area transportation, but the 

transit system cannot be trusted to spend money as intended. There must be safeguards. 

Similarly, the issue with the regional distribution of new toll money is not whether planned 

projects are merited. It’s whether they should be paid with bridge toll money and whether one 

region should be subsidizing another. 

Most regional bridge toll money comes from the central and north bay. Specifically, 78 

percent is collected on the Bay Bridge and the four bridges further north. And 63 percent of 

tolls are paid by residents of Alameda, Contra Costa and Solano counties. 

Conversely, only 2 percent of tolls are paid by Santa Clara County residents. Yet 15 percent of 

capital money would go to projects primarily benefitting them. 

That includes BART to San Jose, light rail between the future Milpitas BART station and the 

Eastridge Transit Center, and improvements to San Jose’s Diridon Station. 

That’s not surprising because state Sen. Jim Beall, D-San Jose, is leading the push for the toll 

hike. What’s disappointing is that it passed the Assembly transportation committee, chaired by 

Jim Frazier, D-Oakley. 

Residents of Frazier’s county, Contra Costa, are getting an especially raw deal. They pay 18 

percent of the bridge tolls and wouldn’t get anywhere near their proportional benefit. 

This bill must be fair and it must have safeguards. So far, it fails both tests. 

 Back to Top 

BART shows off new train cars (San Francisco Chronicle) 

BART’s brand spanking new electric train cars tried their very hardest on Monday to work like 

they were supposed to. 

It’s not easy being the new kid on the block. What BART proved Monday during its gala test of 

its “train of the future” was that it’s a very good thing that the trains come with a full two-year 

factory warranty. 

Monday was demonstration day, and reporters and other guests hopped aboard the factory-

fresh leviathan for a 27-minute meander through the East Bay. 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1509
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1509
http://www.eastbaytimes.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/072117-bridge-toll-sources.pdf
http://www.eastbaytimes.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/072117-bridge-toll-sources.pdf
http://www.vta.org/projects-and-programs/transit/capitol-expressway-light-rail-project
http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/BART-shows-off-new-train-cars-11346212.php


The new train lurched, jerked, ran behind schedule and stopped on a siding to catch its breath. 

“Blurp,” said the train, as it pulled into South Hayward station 22 minutes late for its special 

preview run to Bay Fair and back. Most BART trains say “beep” but change is life. 

One of BART’s new trains makes a stop at South Hayward Station. The new cars are being built 

by Bombardier in Plattsburgh, N.Y. 

Moments later, the test train lurched harshly several times as its controls were switched from 

manual to automatic control and back again, and the train operator — who is still getting the 

hang of the space-age cockpit that passes for the driver’s seat — was making his acquaintance 

with the brakes. 

One reporter was knocked to his knees and the rest of the pack grabbed at the straps and 

poles. But all was forgiven as the train glided north, past the familiar graffiti and backyard 

cleanup projects of South Hayward. 

“The old trains are like a Model T, and this runs like a Tesla,” said veteran train operator Kirk 

Paulsen. 

The new train, built by the Bombardier company of Montreal and assembled at the company’s 

factory in Plattsburgh, N.Y., was measurably quieter than current BART trains, the ones that 

transit agency is already referring to as its “legacy fleet.” 

On The Chronicle’s decibel meter, the new train sped through Hayward at about 10 decibels 

quieter than current ones. BART said it has reconfigured the train wheels so that they contact 

the rails at a different, quieter angle. But the new train still averaged 82 decibels, which 

according to sound experts, is the noise level of a “vacuum cleaner or a screaming child.” 

Fortunately for BART, the two-year factory warranty period doesn’t start until the trains begin 

carrying actual people, and reporters don’t count in that category. BART people who have been 

testing the cars for the past year say they’re very glad about that because things keep going 

wrong. 

Project manager John Garnham said testing the trains has been a herculean feat. The state of 

California, he said, provided him with a checklist of 1,870 items that have to run perfectly. 

“And there are 3,000 documents to fill out” for each car, he said. 

Since testing on the first batch of 10 cars began last spring, BART has encountered scores of 

glitches relating to lights, air conditioning, heating, brakes and propulsion. Most of the testing 

has been done in the wee hours, when the rest of the BART system is shut down and the balky 

new train cars are far from prying eyes. 

http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=bayarea&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Kirk+Paulsen%22
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=bayarea&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Kirk+Paulsen%22
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=bayarea&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22John+Garnham%22


“We knew we weren’t buying a finished product,” said Chief Mechanical Officer Dave Hardt, 

who said most of the testing could only be performed when the train cars were running on 

actual BART tracks and not at the factory in New York. 

BART spokesman Jim Allison said seemingly endless software fixes must be tested in the lab, on 

a parked train and then on a moving train. Once one glitch is fixed, another is often found, he 

said. 

The agency hopes to be able to put the first 10 cars into service by September. About 150 new 

cars will arrive and be phased into the system each year until the entire legacy fleet of 669 cars 

is replaced by the 775 new cars in 2022. 

The cost of the new trains cars is $1.5 billion, or about enough to buy two BART tickets from 

South Hayward to Bay Fair for every person in the country. 

The new cars come with fewer seats to provide more space so that more passengers can cram 

aboard during rush hour. But BART said the larger number of train cars in the new fleet will 

mean an overall increase in seating capacity systemwide, once they are all in operation. 

The BART trains of the future also feature blue and green interiors that look like a Seattle 

Seahawks football jersey, and thinly covered plastic seats. In a nod to the changing times, the 

trains also feature “no vaping” signs and spring-loaded bike clamps instead of racks. 

Also on each car are video monitors that will show maps, train location and upcoming stations, 

and other information — and possibly advertising messages, although that had not yet been 

decided. The video signs were turned off for the test run because, said one BART official, they 

weren’t working quite right and it wouldn’t do to announce that the train was in Hayward if it 

wasn’t. 

Some things about BART, however, don’t change all that much. The test train was supposed to 

depart from South Hayward at high noon. It actually departed at 12:22 p.m. and then 

proceeded to do what all BART trains do from time to time — it stopped. 

The trip to Bay Fair and back — a total of four stops — took 27 minutes. 

Only invited guests were invited on the special train, which obligingly stopped at South 

Hayward directly beneath flashing electronic signs that proclaimed “Train Won’t Stop. 

Left behind at South Hayward station was BART patron Natasha Pledger, who said she had 

exactly 63 minutes to get to Oakland airport and catch her plane home to Houston. She was not 

happy to have fallen victim to BART’s gala celebration. 

“I can’t miss my plane,” she said. “I’m glad they have new trains, but I have to get to the 

airport.” 
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From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Thursday, July 27, 2017 9:28 AM 

To: VTA Board of Directors 

Subject: From VTA: Appointment of the new Director of Planning & Programming 

Importance: High 

VTA Board of Directors: 

 

Attached is a memorandum from Nuria I. Fernandez, General Manager/CEO, announcing the 

appointment of the new Director of Planning & Programming.   

Thank you. 

 

VTA Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 North First Street, Building B-1 
San Jose, CA 95134-1927 
Phone: 408-321-5680 
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anta Clara Val~ey 
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Authority 

TO: VTA Staff 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM: Nuria I. Fernandez, General Manager/CEO 

DATE: July26,2017 

SUBJECT: Appointment of Director of Planning & Programming 

I am pleased to announce the promotion of Chris Augenstein as VTA 's new Director of Planning 
& Programming, effective July 31, 2017. A seasoned Executive with over 28 years of planning 
experience in the public sector, he was most recently the Deputy Director of Planning at VT A. 

Throughout his career, Chris has gained progressive experience in transportation and land use 
planning, urban design and future-oriented "innovative/disruptive" transportation modes and 
technologies. Prior to joining VTA in 1997, he served eight years as Project 
Manager/Transportation Planner at the Metropolitan Transit Development Board (MTDB) in San 
Diego, CA. 

Chris earned his Master' s Degree in City Planning, with emphasis on sustainable systems and 
urban design, from San Diego State University. He is a member of the American Planning 
Association (APA) and is certified by the American Institute of Certified Pla1mers (AICP). 

He is highly regarded in the industry and has delivered numerous presentations at conferences, 
including the AP A, Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) and American Public 
Transportation Association (APTA). Earlier this year, he was invited by the Chinese 
Govenunent to present at their international conference on transportation and smart cities. 

Please join me in congratulating Chris in his new leadership role. 

J J .! l Notlh f ltl l Sttcct Adtnifllll tat•o•' 408 -321-5555 
San Jose. CA 951.14-192/ Customer ServiCe 408-321-2300 Solutions that move you 



From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Thursday, July 27, 2017 11:02 AM 

To: VTA Board of Directors 

Subject: VTA Information: Ridership Memo for June 2017 

VTA Board of Directors: 

Attached is a memorandum from Chief Operating Officer Inez Evans regarding VTA ridership 

for June 2017. 

Thank you. 

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
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Writer’s Direct Telephone: (408) 321-7005 

 
TO: VTA Board of Directors 
 
THROUGH:  Nuria I. Fernandez 
 General Manager/CEO 
 
FROM: Inez Evans 

 Chief Operating Officer 
 

DATE: July 26, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: VTA Ridership for June 2017 
 

June 2017 total monthly system ridership for bus and light rail was 3,066,424, a 
decrease of 9.5% over June 2016.  June 2017 had 22 weekdays, same as June 2016.  
Core bus routes showed a 5.8% decrease in average weekday ridership.  Community 
bus routes recorded a 2.0% decrease in average weekday ridership.  
 
There was only one high school football game (Charlie Wedemeyer All Star Game) in 
June 2017 compared to four major Copa América football events at the Levi’s stadium 
in June 2016 that totaled 67,174 riders. No significant ridership was noted for the June 
2017 event. 
 
June 2017 total monthly ridership showed an 8.6% decrease compared to May 2017. 
Ridership change from May to June typically averages -6.2%. 
 

Ridership June-2017 June-2016 
Percent 
Change 

May-2017 
Percent 
Change 

Bus 2,329,688  2,485,378  -6.3% 2,578,018  -9.6% 

Light Rail 736,736  902,436  -18.4% 776,024  -5.1% 

System 3,066,424  3,387,814  -9.5% 3,354,042  -8.6% 
 
Two core routes, 73 and 522 showed an overall average weekday ridership 
improvement of 6.2% over June 2016 as shown in the table. Line 522 showed a 6.7% 
improvement over June 2016 due to substantial completion of construction along the 
Alum Rock corridor, improved frequency and the new BRT service that opened on May 
2, 2017.   
  



Route  June-2017 June-2016 Difference 
Percent 
Change 

522 6,701 6,281 420 6.7%  
73 2,315 2,210 105 4.8%  

Totals 9,016 8,491 525 6.2%  

 
Forty-eight of the 69 bus routes, or 70%, did not meet the weekday standards as 
defined in the Service Design Guidelines. The top five core routes and light rail stations 
that had the most average weekday ridership declines are shown in the table below: 
 

Route June-2017 June-2016 Difference 
Percent 
Change 
 

22 10313 12,651                     (2,338) -18.5% 
26 3,016 3,476                        (460) -13.2% 
60 1,920 2,213                        (293) -13.2% 
77 2,035 2,264                        (229) -10.1% 
55 1,845 2,051                        (206) -10.0% 

Totals 19,129 22,655                     (3,526) -15.6% 
     

Station June-2017 June-2016  Difference  
Percent 
Change 

GREAT AMERICA STATION* 220 1,167                        (947) -81.2% 
TASMAN STATION 1895 2,570                        (675) -26.3% 
MOUNTAIN VIEW STATION 1,063 1,561                        (498) -31.9% 
SANTA CLARA STATION  1,811 2,150                        (339) -15.8% 
GREAT MALL STATION  1,158 1,455                        (297) -20.4% 
Totals 6,147 8,903                     (2,756) -31.0% 

 
* There were 3 major weekday Levi's events in June 2016. 

 
The Fiscal Year-to-date total system ridership for bus and light rail recorded an 11.0% 

decrease. 

 

 
Ridership 

(Current) 
Jul' 16-Jun' 17 

(Prior) 
Jul'15-Jun'16 

Percent 
Change 

Bus 29,057,047  32,195,504  -9.7% 

Light Rail 9,132,084  10,722,932  -14.8% 

System 38,189,131  42,918,436  -11.0% 
 



 
From: Board Secretary  
Sent: Friday, July 28, 2017 4:31 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: VTA Information: August 3, 2017 Board of Directors Regular Meeting Agenda Packet 
 

VTA Board of Directors: 

 

You may now access your VTA Board of Directors Agenda Packet for the August 3, 2017, 

Regular Meeting on our website here. 
 

Please note the Board Meeting will begin at 5:30 PM and will be held in the Board of 

Supervisors’ Chambers, County Government Center, 70 West Hedding Street, San Jose. 

 

We would like to thank you for your support of VTA’s Sustainability Program to “GO 

GREEN” by subscribing electronically to the packets. 
 
 
Office of the Board Secretary 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 North First Street, Building B 
San Jose, CA 95134-1927 
Phone 408-321-5680 

 

 
 

 

 
Conserve paper. Think before you print.  
 

http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/bod_080317_packet.pdf

