
From: Board.Secretary  
Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 5:07 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: VTA Correspondence: Comments Regarding 2016 Peninsula Corridor SEIR 
 

VTA Board of Directors: 

 

We are forwarding you the following:  

 

From Topic 

Member of the Public Comments regarding 2016 Peninsula Corridor 

SEIR  

 
Thank you. 

 

 
Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 

mailto:board.secretary@vta.org


From: Roland Lebrun  
Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 4:38 PM 
To: san.francisco_san.jose@hsr.ca.gov 
Cc: CHSRA Board; Caltrain Board; Nila Gonzales; SFCTA Board Secretary; Board.Secretary; Caltrain CAC 
Secretary; Caltrain BAC; SFCTA CAC; MTC Commission 
Subject: 2016 Peninsula Corridor SEIR 

 

Dear Mr. McLouglin, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the San Francisco to San Jose Project Section. 
 
The rationale behind the attached list of context-sensitive projects is to bring the Peninsula Rail 
Corridor into compliance with the 2008 Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for 
the 21st Century (AKA Prop1A) as approved by the voters of California, specifically: 
 
- The northern terminus shall be the Transbay Transit Center 
- The maximum non-stop time between San Jose Diridon and Transbay shall be 30 minutes 
- The project shall support a minimum of 12 trains/hour/direction 
- The train service operating entity shall not require an operating subsidy 
 
Feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Roland Lebrun. 
 
CC 
 
CHSRA Board of Directors 
Caltrain Board of Directors 
MTC Commissioners 
TJPA Board of Directors 
SFCTA Board of Directors 
VTA Board of Directors 
Caltrain CAC 
Caltrain BPAC 
SFCTA CAC 
TJPA CAC 
 
 
 



  
Mr. Mark A. McLoughlin              Roland Lebrun  
Attn: San Francisco to San Jose Project Section,         
California High-Speed Rail Authority,  
100 Paseo De San Antonio, Suite 206          July 17th 2016  
San Jose, CA 95113  
san.francisco_san.jose@hsr.ca.gov  
  
Dear Mr. McLouglin,  
  
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the San Francisco to San Jose Project Section  
  
The rationale behind the following list of context-sensitive projects is to bring the Peninsula  
Rail Corridor into compliance with the 2008 Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond 
Act for the 21st Century (AKA Prop1A) as approved by the voters of California, specifically:  
  
- The northern terminus shall be the Transbay Transit Center  
- The maximum non-stop time between San Jose Diridon and Transbay shall be 30 minutes  
- The project shall support a minimum of 12 trains/hour/direction  
- The train service operating entity shall not require an operating subsidy  
  
General  
  
- Every holdout station shall be eliminated through permanent closure or redesign.  
  
- Grade crossings must be upgraded to Class 7 (125 MPH) including quad gates, Vehicle 

Arresting Barriers (VABs) and intrusion detectors interacting with the signaling system to 
stop trains in case of an obstruction.  

  
- Every single switch on or off the main line MUST be upgraded to 80 MPH.  
  
- The SEIR must consider speeds in excess of 125 MPH for grade-separated sections of 

tracks wherever track geometry allows higher speeds.  
  
- The SEIR shall specifically prohibit any enhancements or relocations of existing 
two-track stations without the addition of a minimum of two passing (total 4) 
tracks.   
  
- There shall be no island platforms between the Mainline Tracks (MT-1 & MT-2).  
  
- Trespassing across the mainline tracks in 4-track stations must be eliminated via the  



 
San Francisco  
  
- The Downtown Extension (DTX) tunnel alignment between Townsend Street and the 
Transbay Terminal must be designed to support a minimum speed of 80 mph.  
  
- The Transbay train box internal layout must be designed to enable a future Transbay 
connection to Emeryville and Oakland.  
  
- The SEIR must consider the addition of a new 4-track underground station under 7th 
Street (between Townsend and 16th Street).  
  
- The SEIR must consider grade-separation of 16th Street via a twin-bore tunnel 
between the existing 22nd Street station and the new station under 7th Street.  
  
- The SEIR must consider repurposing the abandoned tunnel #1 (between 22nd Street 
and Mariposa) for storage or light maintenance.   
  
- The SEIR must consider recommissioning the abandoned tunnel to the west and 
parallel to tunnel #2 (between Cesar Chavez and 23rd Street).  

installation of  double  barriers (one on each side of the mainline tracks)     
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Brisbane Baylands  
  
- The SEIR must consider relocating the existing tracks one block (approximately 150 
feet) to the west to enable a speed of 120 MPH through the Brisbane Baylands. 
http://www.ci.brisbane.ca.us/sites/default/files/Lebrun01-24-14.pdf (Page 1)  
  
- The SEIR must consider relocating the existing Bayshore Caltrain station 
approximately 400 feet south to a new multimodal transit center designed to intersect with 
the Geneva Avenue extension.    
http://www.ci.brisbane.ca.us/sites/default/files/Lebrun01-24-14.pdf (Page 2)  
  
- The SEIR must consider extending the platforms of the relocated Bayshore 
multimodal Transit Center to 1,400 feet to allow for the orderly turnaround of northbound 
HSR trains in case of an emergency between Brisbane and the Transbay Transit Center. 
http://www.ci.brisbane.ca.us/sites/default/files/Lebrun01-24-14.pdf (Page 3)  
  

  
-   The SEIR must consider adding a   third track  MT ( -   3) between   Cesar Chavez and Quint  
Street to the West  of  the existing  Mainline Tracks (MT - 1  & MT - 2) .   
  
- The SEIR must consider realigning the southbound track (MT -  between Quint  2) Street  and  
Jerrold  Avenue .     
  

  
    



- The SEIR must consider locating a storage/maintenance/turnaround yard between 
the relocated mainline and the Kinder Morgan tank farm.  
http://www.ci.brisbane.ca.us/sites/default/files/Lebrun01-24-14.pdf (Page 4)   
  
South San Francisco  
  
- Further to the near miss that put multiple Caltrain passengers in harm’s way on August 

24th 2012 (http://abc7news.com/archive/8812117/), the SEIR must consider 
eliminating the holdout at South San Francisco through the addition of two bypass 
tracks and outer platforms connected via a bike/pedestrian underpass.  

  

  
  
The new northbound bypass track needs to run parallel to Industrial Way as follows:   
- Add new 80MPH turnout to MT-1 at MP 9.9 (switch from MT-1 to T-711)   
- Upgrade existing turnout at MP 9.7 to 80 MPH (switch from T-711 to T-713)   
- Upgrade existing turnout at MP 9.6 to 80 MPH (switch from T-713 to T-715)   
- Add new 80 MPH turnout at MP 9.5 (switch from T-715 to new northbound platform track)  

- Add new northbound platform track   
- Add new 80 MPH turnout at MP 8.2 (switch from new northbound platform track back onto 

MT-1 mainline)   
  
The switches connecting the southbound bypass track (T-002) to the mainline (MT-2) must 
be upgraded to 80 MPH.  
  
  
Burlingame (Broadway)  
  
The SEIR MUST  consider grade separation at Broadway while simultaneously 
considering a future Broadway station with 2 bypass tracks (total 4 tracks).  
  

Hillsdale  
  
The SEIR must consider increasing mainline capacity by providing a mid-line 
overtake through the addition of two bypass tracks (total 4 tracks) and outer platforms 
connected via a bike/pedestrian underpass.  



 
Belmont  
  
The SEIR MUST consider eliminating the Belmont island platform and replacing it 
with two bypass tracks (total 4 tracks) and outer platforms connected via the existing  
bike/pedestrian underpass.  
  
Redwood City  
  
The SEIR MUST consider the addition of two bypass tracks (total 4 tracks) and 1,400-foot 
outer platforms connected via a new bike/pedestrian underpass.   
  
  
Atherton, Menlo Park and Palo Alto  
  
Grade separations and 4-tracking in Atherton, Menlo Park and Palo Alto are challenging at 
best and unfeasible at worst. The SEIR MUST consider a twin-bore 150 MPH tunnel between 
MP 27.0 and MP 35.0 for HSR, Baby Bullets and Express trains while leaving the existing 
tracks at grade for freight and Local trains making stops at the stations.     
  
Mountain View  
  
The SEIR MUST consider the addition of two bypass tracks (total 4 tracks) and 1,400-foot 
outer platforms connected via a new bike/pedestrian underpass.   
  
  
Santa Clara  
  
- The SEIR MUST consider relocating the historic track to enable the relocation of the 

Mainline Tracks (MT-1 & MT-2) between the two existing tracks.   
  
- The SEIR must consider speeds in excess of 125 MPH through Santa Clara.  
San Jose  
  
The SEIR MUST consider a 2.5 mile twin-bore 150 MPH tunnel between MP 45.2 and Diridon 
station.  
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The SEIR MUST consider an underground station modeled after Crossrail’s Farringdon 
station, including an interface to BART similar to Crossrail’s interface with Thameslink.   
http://www.crossrail.co.uk/route/stations/farringdon/  
  
The station platforms should be located below the BART train box (if the VTA selects 
twinbore tunnels) or above the BART tunnel platforms (if the VTA selects a single-bore 45-
foot tunnel): http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-
1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/AppendixDScopingComments.pdf (page 222)  

 
Tamien  
  
The SEIR must consider the addition of a 4th track and platform to the East of MT-1 to make 
it possible for Caltrain to turn trains around without blocking MT-2. Alternatively, the SEIR 
must consider building a 4-track station with 2 outside platforms at Blossom Hill to facilitate 
turning trains around at Blossom Hill instead of Tamien.  
  
South San Jose  
  
The SEIR must consider a 4.5-mile twin-bore 150 MPH tunnel between Diridon and 
Monterey Highway.  
  
The SEIR must consider a 3-mile twin-bore 150 MPH tunnel between Monterey Highway and 
Silver Creek Valley Road.   
  
The SEIR shall NOT consider a viaduct alternative between Capitol Ave and Metcalf Road.  
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The SEIR MUST consider grade separations at Chynoweth, Branham and Skyway  
   
The SEIR must consider a blended system similar to the Peninsula Corridor’s (maximum 125 
MPH) between South San Jose and Gilroy for trains stopping in Gilroy.  
  
The SEIR must consider a 250 MPH alignment on the East side of highway 101 for non-stop 
trains between Fresno and San Jose.  
  
Respectfully submitted for your consideration  
  
Sincerely,  
  
Roland Lebrun  
  
CC  
  
CHSRA Board of Directors  
Caltrain Board of Directors  
MTC Commissioners  
TJPA Board of Directors  
SFCTA Board of Directors  
VTA Board of Directors  
Caltrain CAC  
Caltrain BPAC  
SFCTA CAC  
TJPA CAC  
  
  


