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VTA Daily News Coverage for Monday, July 10, 2017 

 

1. The case for Dumbarton Rail (The Daily Journal) 

2. Amid Google plans, downtown San Jose tower fetches record 

price (Mercury News)  

 

The case for Dumbarton Rail (The Daily Journal) 

In early July, a poll of voters in the nine Bay Area Counties was released showing a solid 

majority would support up to a $3 increase in bridge tolls to pay for significant upgrades to our 

transportation system. 

It is clear that voter’s frustration with traffic has reached a breaking point. With the passage of 

Senate Bill 1 ($52 billion in state dollars), the potential for Regional Measure 3 (the bridge toll 

increase), a potential half-cent sales tax plan in San Mateo County, along with federal dollars, 

we have a once-in-a-generation opportunity to create a transportation network that will 

significantly ease our current traffic congestion and develop a long-range vision for the future. 

Historically, our task here in San Mateo County was to figure out how to move people to San 

Francisco, which used to be the job center of the Bay Area. But patterns have changed over the 

last several decades and we have grown to the point of having close to 500,000 jobs on the 

Peninsula and South Bay. This reality forces us to seriously rethink the entire equation. With 

BART being extended in the East Bay to San Jose and a connection with Caltrain, we will 

https://www.smdailyjournal.com/opinion/guest_perspectives/the-case-for-dumbarton-rail/article_558bf812-6507-11e7-9209-438860321980.html


effectively have rail around the Bay. With the growing concentration of new jobs in southern 

San Mateo and Northern Santa Clara County, we need to expand our thinking and ambitions. 

“Sacramento to Silicon Valley in one hour” is the vision I would like to promote. While this may 

be many years away from reality, I am convinced that with new technology and faster speeds it 

will be possible at some point. The reality today is that we must embrace the concept of a 

“mega-region” that includes the Bay Area, Sacramento and San Joaquin Valley. How do we 

connect these areas by rail and enable people to find more affordable housing and be able to 

get to work in a timely fashion? 

The idea of Dumbarton Rail has been around for decades. It gained steam when SamTrans 

purchased the Dumbarton right of way, from Redwood City to the East Bay, an 11.5-mile 

stretch. This includes an abandoned rail bridge that has deteriorated over the years. The 

sticking point for rail has always been insufficient riders to justify this project. Currently, 

however, SamTrans is finalizing a study of the Dumbarton highway and rail corridor, scheduled 

to be released later this summer. I anticipate that new ridership numbers will begin to reflect 

the enormous job growth in the Peninsula and South Bay and the value of potential 

connections to BART, Capitol Corridor and ACE rail. Taken together, these connections could 

create the groundwork for the emerging mega-region. 

Under this scenario, Dumbarton rail is the key missing link to seizing an historic opportunity to 

address our two most complex issues, traffic and access to affordable housing. In the months 

ahead, it is critical you stay tuned to this debate and make your voices heard. We need to get 

this right. 

Warren Slocum represents District 4 on the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors and is a 

member of the Metropolitan Transportation Commission. 

Back to Top 

 

Amid Google plans, downtown San Jose tower fetches record price (Mercury 

News) 

East Coast investors have bought a downtown San Jose office building for more than $80 

million, a record price per square foot that some observers say demonstrates the influence a 

proposed Google village is already having on the city’s urban core. 

The 303 Almaden building, at the corner of West San Carlos Street and Almaden Boulevard, has 

been bought by a unit of Boston-based AEW Capital Management for roughly $80.2 million, 

according to Santa Clara County property records. The purchase was completed on July 6. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/10/amid-google-plans-downtown-san-jose-tower-fetches-record-price/


“This is part of the Google bounce that is happening in downtown San Jose right now,” Bob 

Staedler, a principal executive with San Jose-based Silicon Valley Synergy, a development 

consultant, said Monday. 

The 157,000-square-foot, 11-story office building was bought by an AEW affiliate called CPT 303 

Almaden for $509 a square foot. That is believed to be a record price for downtown San Jose. 

The price tops the prior pinnacle of $420 a square foot that was set in December 2015, when 

the office tower at 50 W. San Fernando St. changed hands. 

“This price is a bell ringer,” said Mark Ritchie, president of San Jose-based Ritchie Commercial, a 

realty brokerage. 

The 303 Almaden office building, sometimes known as the Ernst & Young Building, in 

downtown San Jose. It has been bought by East Coast investors for more than $80 million, a 

record per-square-foot price that some observers say demonstrates the influence a proposed 

Google village is already having on the city’s urban core. BANG Staff photo / George Avalos 

Mountain View-based Google is eyeing development of a massive, transit-oriented project that 

some have dubbed Google Village, which would create 6 million to 8 million square feet of 

offices near Diridon Station and the SAP Center. Since word emerged about Google’s areas of 

interest on the western edges of the city’s core district, investment activity and development 

plans have sprouted in downtown San Jose. 

Get tech news in your inbox weekday mornings. Sign up for the free Good Morning Silicon 

Valley newsletter. 

“All of a sudden, everyone is noticing downtown San Jose,” Ritchie said. “You layer the Google 

effect on top of that, what’s going on is astounding.” 
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From: Board Secretary  
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2017 3:45 PM 
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Subject: From VTA: July 12, 2017 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Wednesday, July 12, 2017 

1. VTA teams with IBM to test tech that can put you on the right bus blindfolded (Business 

Journal) 
2. Are Facebook and Google pushing for a $3 bridge toll increase? (ABC 10) 
3. Western National Group Buys 6.5 Acres at the San Jose Flea Market for $35MM 

(SabrinaHuang.com) 
4. 3 Bay Area cities have worst maintained roads in U.S. (San Francisco Chronicle) 

 

VTA teams with IBM to test tech that can put you on the right bus blindfolded 

(Business Journal) 

With help from researchers at UC Santa Cruz and IBM’s Almaden research laboratory, 

the Valley Transportation Authority is testing technology that can lead a blind, disabled or 

elderly passenger to the right bus or train, to the proper side of the street to catch that bus or 

within a foot of the right place on the platform to be at the train door simply by speaking to the 

passenger through his or her mobile phone. 

If the passenger boards the wrong vehicle, the system will alert the passenger. Or if the bus 

breaks down before it reaches the passenger’s stop, the technology will devise an alternative 

route and lead the passenger to it. It will speak in the language of the user’s choice. 

And when fully tested and implemented within the next two years, VTA expects to equip its 

entire 500-bus fleet with the technology for less than $20,000 (there are no missing zeroes or 

commas in that number). 

“It’s already in the budget,” said Gary Miskell who’s in charge of VTA’s innovative programs. 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/07/12/santa-clara-county-vta-transit-disabled-access-ibm.html
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/ibm/102139/?mkt=sanjose
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/vta/204182/?mkt=sanjose
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Gary%20Miskell


“The whole idea of the project is to try to facilitate using public transit by the people who need 

it the most — the people who cannot drive a car,” said Roberto Manduchi, a computer 

engineering professor at UC Santa Cruz who is the principle investigator on the project being 

funding by a $992,000 grant from the National Science Foundation. 

In practice, VTA expects the technology could actually increase its transportation market to far 

more than the 1-2 percent of its 43 million annual riders who are disabled. 

By guiding passengers in real time through a mobile app, people intimidated by the fear of 

missing connections or navigating through large transit hubs — which Diridon Station is 

planned to become — might be more willing to give that bus-light rail-BART trip a try. 

“What we have done in this first year of work is developed the essential thesis of the puzzle,” 

said IBM’s Divyesh Jadav. “The next step would be to integrate them all together and test them 

at a wider scale.” 

The key to the technology is a $35 beacon — mounted in a bus, train or at bus stops and 

stations — that communicates both with mobile devices and with the cloud, where real time 

information about transit schedules, routes and updates is stored. 

Through this communication, the passenger’s location can be pinpointed much more precisely 

than through satellite-based GPS (global positioning system) technology, which is useless 

indoors and in subways. Using artificial intelligence, the phone can give the passenger useful 

advice in real time by voice and on map displays. 

Jadav mentored masters degree students in software engineering at San Jose State University 

who worked on the prototype smartphone app. 

The technology is already installed in VTA’s Great Mall transit center in Milpitas where it is 

being tested for navigating between buses and light rail (BART could become part of the transit 

mix there later this year). 

VTA’s express buses have also received beacons. Soon they will be installed throughout Diridon, 

which will be redesigned and almost entirely rebuilt to accommodate the addition of BART and 

high-speed rail within the next eight years. 

“There will be an awful lot of passengers coming through the Diridon Station,” Miskell said, “so 

this will be a very confusing place for some of our passengers. This kind of way-finding 

technology will be a real boon to those who are confused or could use a little extra help in 

guiding them to the right station, to the right track and to the right actual place (on the 

platform).” 

Back to Top 

 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Roberto%20Manduchi
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/nsf/149261/?mkt=sanjose
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Divyesh%20Jadav


Are Facebook and Google pushing for a $3 bridge toll increase? (ABC 10) 

A popular Facebook post has been turning heads claiming that the social media juggernaut is 

working with Google to lobby for a $3 toll increase on Bay Area bridges. 

While the tech titans aren’t directly involved, they are among a coalition of Bay Area companies 

lobbying for the increase. 

The increase would raise tolls on the seven state-owned Bay Area bridges from anywhere 

between $1-$3 if approved by voters. This could result in toll prices reaching as high as $9 for 

the Bay Bridge, where tolls currently peak at $6 during high-traffic times. 

The increase is expected to raise approximately $125 million, according to the San Francisco 

County Transportation Authority, which would be used for various projects intended to ease 

congestion. 

The Silicon Valley Leadership Group and the Bay Area Council, associations which list Facebook 

and Google among their membership, have been among the groups involved in the discussions. 

We spoke with Randy Rentschler, the Director of Legislation and Public Affairs for the 

Metropolitan Transportation Commission, the government agency responsible for planning and 

financing transportation in the Bay Area. 

Rentschler confirmed that the business groups have been involved in the discussions, noting 

that employee retention is complicated for Silicon Valley companies because of traffic 

congestion in the Bay Area. 

“Major employers here are having a hard time hanging on to people because of what it takes to 

get to work everyday.” Rentschler said. 

Bay Area Council spokesman Rufus Jeffris said that while the group has been lobbying for the 

increase, social media posts singling out Google and Facebook are missing important context. 

 

“Google and Facebook are no more in front of this than any other company,” said Jeffris. “Any 

big employer in the Bay Area whose employees have to slog through lengthy commutes has 

interest in improvements.” 

 

Jeffris noted that the worsening Bay Area traffic impacts an employer’s ability to attract 

workers -- and also the employee’s productivity. 

 

“When workers are on the road for an hour to an hour and a half each way, it cuts into 

productivity,” Jeffris said. 

 

Ultimately, however, the decision rests with the voters. 

http://www.abc10.com/news/local/verify/are-facebook-and-google-pushing-for-a-3-bridge-toll-increase/455795823


Jeffris noted that while no one likes heavy fees, a poll commissioned by the Silicon Valley 

Leadership Group and the Bay Area Council found that a majority of voters would support the 

increase, as a whopping 85 percent feel that traffic in the area has gotten worse in recent years. 

The proposal could be on ballots in time for the June primary elections. 

Western National Group Buys 6.5 Acres at the San Jose Flea Market for $35MM 

(SabrinaHuang.com) 

Western National Group has purchased a 6.5-acre parcel of land from Berryessa Properties, LLC 

— owners of the San Jose Flea Market, a family-run business that remains one of the largest 

outdoor markets of its kind in the nation — for multifamily residential and retail space. Western 

National Group plans to develop up to 560 multifamily units and approximately 37,000 sq. ft. of 

ground-floor retail space in the fifth phase at Market Park San Jose 

(www.marketparksanjose.com), a 120-acre, mixed-use, transit-oriented community adjacent to 

the Berryessa BART station, scheduled to open by the end of 2017. 

With the proceeds from the sale of the current phase together with a previous transaction with 

KB Home to build 162 city-style townhomes on 5.6 acres of land, San Jose Flea Market will 

contribute $5,000,000 to the City of San Jose Dept. of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood 

Services to help pay for two city parks totaling approximately 7 acres, plus an additional 

$6,000,000 for utility infrastructure improvements in Market Park’s North Village. 

The land sale transactions have been brokered by Ralph Borelli and Chris Anderson of Borelli 

Investment Company, a commercial real estate firm that has served the Santa Clara Valley for 

62 years. 

“As Silicon Valley continues to grow, there’s an ever-increasing need for places for people to 

live,” said Ralph N. Borelli, chairman of Borelli Investment Company. “Market Park San Jose, 

located immediately adjacent to the soon-to-open Berryessa BART station, is ideally situated for 

families and individuals — whether they plan to work in downtown San Jose, at one of the 

Valley’s many high-technology firms, or in Oakland or even San Francisco, which will be only 

about an hour away via convenient BART.” 

Modern one-, two- and three-bedroom apartments will be offered within a multi-building, mid-

rise complex — with retail stores and restaurants occupying street-level spaces. The 

apartments will feature efficient design layouts highlighted by attractive accents and upscale 

finishes, in a location that’s ideal for those with active lifestyles. 

When added to the 449 townhomes and single-family residences previously built by KB Home 

or nearing completion within the community, the new apartments will bring the total number 

of housing units there to more than 1,000. Still planned are another 100,000 sq. ft. of 

supermarket-anchored retail space in a center to be developed in Market Park’s North Village. 

The shopping center is scheduled for a 2019 opening. 

https://sabrinahuang.com/2017/07/12/western-national-group-buys-6-5-acres-at-the-san-jose-flea-market-for-35mm/
http://www.marketparksanjose.com/


The master-planned community is also envisioned to eventually host a separate South Village 

with an additional 1,818 residential units and up to 2,000,000 square feet of mid-rise office and 

retail space, plus parking. VTA and BART service, as well as a new interchange at Mabury Road 

and Highway 101, will allow for efficient transportation for the residents and those people 

employed at Market Park San Jose. 

“The Market Park community is destined to become one of San Jose’s signature mixed-use 

developments,” Borelli remarked. “With affordable housing, retail and restaurants, future office 

space, neighborhood parks, lush greenbelts, and the Coyote Creek trail bisecting the 

community, this will be a uniquely welcoming and reinvigorating place to live.” 

For additional information about sales and leasing opportunities at Market Park San Jose, 

please contact Ralph Borelli or Chris Anderson at Borelli Investment Company. 

Visit http://www.borelli.com or call (408) 453-4700. Or go to the community’s website 

at http://www.marketparksanjose.com. 

The San Jose Flea Market continues to serve guests on Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, and 

Sundays from dawn until dusk, excluding holidays, at 1590 Berryessa Road in San Jose. For 

more information, call (800) BIG-FLEA (244-3532) or visit them at http://www.sjfm.com. 

 About the San Jose Flea Market 

For 57 years, the San Jose Flea Market has been a place where families have made memories 

while playing, shopping and eating together. Today, it remains one of the best destinations in 

the region to spend an inexpensive and fun-packed day. A small city with a life of its own, the 

San Jose Flea Market currently includes a farmer’s market that’s 1/4 mile long; an average of 

3,000 vendor spaces weekly; 15 snack bars; 30 food, fruit and beverage carts; and a FunZone 

with a vintage carousel, mini-Ferris wheel, and playground with inflatable slides. More than 

three million people visit the San Jose Flea Market annually. Learn more about the San Jose Flea 

Market at http://www.sjfm.com. 

About Borelli Investment Company 

Now in its 62nd year in business, Borelli Investment Company is one of the oldest commercial 

real estate firms serving the Santa Clara Valley, Central Valley and Sacramento areas. The 

company provides a full range of commercial real estate services — from development and 

asset management to land sales and property management services — currently entitling over 

3,000 lots — as well as general contracting through its SiliconX Construction affiliate. More 

information about Borelli Investment Company’s services may be obtained by calling (408) 453-

4700 or visiting http://www.borellli.com. For more details on sales and leasing opportunities 

at Market Park San Jose, visit http://www.marketparksanjose.com. 
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3 Bay Area cities have worst maintained roads in U.S. (San Francisco Chronicle) 

If you think San Francisco's roadways are conspiring to flatten your tires and misalign your 

wheels, you're not far off. 

According to a new WalletHub study, San Francisco and Oakland are tied with Fremont, 

Anaheim, Huntington Beach and Los Angeles for having the bumpiest, pothole-iest pavement in 

the country. 

And none of these cities can blame the weather for their woeful streets. There's no snow to 

plow or black ice to salt. 

In November, Washington-based transportation research group TRIP ranked Oakland-San 

Francisco roads dead last of all large (500,000+ population) urban regions in the country. 

Seventy-one percent of roads in the two cities were rated in "poor" condition. L.A. came in 

second with 60 percent poor. 

TRIP estimated that the average San Francisco and Oakland driver pays $978 per year in vehicle 

maintenance due to crumbling pavement and pockmarked roads. 

So why are San Francisco, Oakland and Fremont's roadways in such shoddy shape? 

"In the Bay Area, it really comes down to a lack of available transportation funding to keep the 

roads in good repair," Carolyn Bonifas Kelly, TRIP associate director of research and 

communications, told Hoodline. 

The cities with the best roads in the country generally make transportation funding a priority. 

WalletHub's study, part of the credit score site's "2017 Best- & Worst-Run Cities in America" 

survey, shows that road conditions haven't improved over the last eight months. 

Check the slideshow for other interesting takeaways of the survey for the Bay Area. 

For all the findings of 2017's "Best- & Worst-Run Cities" and the survey's methodology, click on 

the WalletHub link above. 
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http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/3-Bay-Area-cities-have-worst-maintained-roads-in-11281045.php
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-run-cities/22869/#main-findings
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https://wallethub.com/edu/best-run-cities/22869/#main-findings
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VTA Daily News Coverage for Thursday, July 13, 2017 

1. Beacon Technology Project (ABC 7 News Link to video) 

2. Why Bay Area's air pollution agency opposes Legislature’s cap-and-trade deal (Silicon Valley 

Business Journal) 

3. Roadshow: Cheers! New interchange coming at 101-San Antonio (Mercury News) 
4. In ‘Kitty Hawk moment,’ Hyperloop One aces first test run of experimental mass transit 

system (Mercury News) 

Beacon Technology Project ABC 7 News Link to video 

 

Why Bay Area's air pollution agency opposes Legislature’s cap-and-trade deal 

Silicon Valley Business Journal 

Gov. Jerry Brown and legislative leaders have reached an agreement on a package of two bills 

extending California’s cap-and-trade market system 10 years beyond its 2020 expiration date in 

a way that could inhibit Bay Area officials’ authority to regulate local air quality. 

"We're opposed to the deal as drafted," Tom Addison, senior policy adviser for the Bay Area Air 

Quality Management District, said Tuesday. 

The two-bill package could be voted on as early as Thursday evening and could resolve two 

issues — the 2020 expiration date of the quarterly carbon trading markets and constitutional 

questions around the lack of two-thirds majority authorizing for the current system — that are 

credited by market analysts and state officials for creating market instability and low state 

revenues for transportation and affordable housing projects. 

To attract sufficient Republican support for a two-thirds majority in the Senate and Assembly — 

and recent developments suggest some Republicans might go along — the deal proposes 

designating the California Air Resources Board as the statewide regulatory authority over 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTgzNzIzNzMmTURTZWVkPTI3MjUmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/07/11/california-cap-and-trade-extension-bay-area-funds.html?ana=e_du_prem&s=article_du&ed=2017-07-11&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1499813238&j=78535121
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Jerry%20Brown
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Tom%20Addison
http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/04/28/california-cap-and-trade-extension-sees-potential.html


But the impact of that move means that the air quality management district, which is 

considering its own carbon dioxide emissions regulations for local oil refineries, would be 

blocked from doing so. 

Acknowledging the importance of continuing the cap-and-trade system and that political deals 

are often difficult to achieve, Addison nevertheless argued that local air quality districts have 

years of experience dealing with local industrial polluters that make them better suited to 

regulating polluters than Sacramento. Business organizations have said they prefer to deal with 

one statewide set of rules rather than a mix of locally imposed regulations. 

Other concessions designed to attract GOP support include repealing a fire prevention fee, 

which was paid primarily by rural landowners in the Central Valley and was considered an illegal 

tax by Republicans, and the extension of a tax credit for manufacturers. 

Overall, the cap-and-trade system, first implemented in 2012, is intended as a market-based 

mechanism to lower greenhouse gas emissions to state-mandated levels. It puts a cost on 

industrial polluters by requiring them to purchase emission allowances measured in the 

hundreds of tons of carbon. 

The cost of the allowances can be reduced or eliminated by businesses that figure out ways to 

reduce their carbon emissions as the state-mandated level emission levels — the “cap” — 

decline over time. The carbon emission level for 2030, when this deal would expire, is 40 

percent of California’s greenhouse gas emissions in 1990. 

The California Chamber of Commerce sued to end cap-and-trade because it argued that forcing 

businesses to buy carbon allowances was really a tax, which requires a two-thirds legislative 

majority to enact, higher than the 2012 vote under which the system was implemented. 

The California Supreme Court ruled against that argument earlier this year, but Gov. Brown and 

legislative leaders including Sen. Jim Beall of Campbell have nevertheless sought a solution with 

two-thirds support to insulate cap-and-trade from similar legal challenges. 

The state’s cap-and-trade revenue has been used mostly to support projects in transportation 

and affordable housing that reduce greenhouse gas emissions. For example, it funds the state 

rebates for purchasing zero-emission vehicles like Teslas. Revenue declined over the past year 

while the future of cap-and-trade was in doubt due to its expiration and legal status. 

BART and Caltrain have received cap-and-trade funds in the past, although their dependence on 

that source has been greatly reduced with the passage of recent legislation to increase 

California’s gasoline tax. 

The primary beneficiary, however, has been California’s high-speed rail project, which now has 

only bond funds approved by voters in 2008 and cap-and-trade revenues to fund its 

construction between San Jose and near Bakersfield. High-speed rail has been allocated 25 

percent of cap-and-trade revenue since 2014 and, before his resignation earlier this year, 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Jim%20Beall
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/bart/156532/


California High-Speed Rail Authority CEO Jeff Morales said it was the most important issue to be 

resolved for the rail project to proceed. 

Spokeswoman Lisa Marie Alley said Tuesday the authority has no comment on the legislative 

proposal. 

Monday’s legislative deal does not allocate specific amounts from future cap-and-trade 

auctions but does say the money should be spent first on reducing air pollution in communities 

with the dirtiest air. 

Back to Top 

Roadshow: Cheers! New interchange coming at 101-San Antonio (Mercury News) 

Q The on-ramp to Highway 101 south from San Antonio Road in Palo Alto is the shortest I’ve 

ever seen. It is unsafe at any hour, especially during commute hours due to the number of cars 

already on 101 in the right lane and the number of cars entering the highway and attempting to 

merge. Any plans to lengthen this ramp? 

— Stacey Ashlund, Palo Alto 

A Thank goodness, yes. This is one of the interchanges that will be rebuilt with money from the 

Measure B sales tax approved by Santa Clara County voters last year and it could be on the fast 

track. The $35 million job will have design work done next year and construction between San 

Antonio and Charleston could begin by late summer. 

Q Do you know when they are going to activate the two right-turn arrows on Vallco Parkway at 

Wolfe Road? Currently only the right lane can turn right on red but everyone seems to ignore 

the sign as the second lane also turns right as traffic backs up constantly on Vallco Parkway. It 

seems like they planned ahead with these two right-turn arrows but currently they have yellow 

tape on them in the shape of an “X”. 

— T. Cerami 

A The lights will be working this fall. When the right-turn arrows are turned on, southbound U-

turns will be prohibited. Because there are quite a few southbound U-turn movements, 

Cupertino is waiting until Apple is closer to being fully occupied and right-turning traffic 

demands are heavier. Plus, over the next few months final paving on Wolfe north of Interstate 

280 will result in some lane closures and drivers will use that southbound U-turn at Vallco 

Parkway as an alternate route. 

Q Since purchasing my Spark EV I have been using Highway 85 to Sunnyvale from my home in 

the Santa Cruz mountains. The first few weeks I used the 17 to 85 connector and found the 

metering lights often took 15-20 minutes to get through. 

One day I had to stop in Los Gatos and got off on Lark Avenue. I then proceeded down Los 

Gatos Boulevard northbound and took the left turn onto 85. What a surprise. A carpool lane 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/04/20/four-things-californias-high-speed-rail-project.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/04/20/four-things-californias-high-speed-rail-project.html
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/13/roadshow-cheers-new-interchange-coming-at-101-san-antonio/


and I was quickly on the freeway. Well now every morning I join what appears to be many 

people that get off 17 at Lark to enter 85 from Los Gatos Boulevard. 

Do you think they could add a carpool lane to the connector from 17 to 85? That would surely 

be a relief. I even see the Google buses from downtown Los Gatos exit at Lark and use the 85 

entrance off of Los Gatos Boulevard. 

— Steve Joesten 

A Those Google bus drivers know the shortcuts. I like your idea, however there are no plans to 

do this. 

Q The other day I got a phone call asking me to sign a petition to stop the 12-cent a gallon gas 

tax increase. The legislators are the ones who could have tied the gas tax to inflation and we 

would have the best roads in the nation. 

— Robert Peeks, Saratoga 

A Robert did not sign the petition, and the new legislation will be adjusted for inflation. 

Back to Top 

 

In ‘Kitty Hawk moment,’ Hyperloop One aces first test run of experimental mass 

transit system (Mercury News) 

Los Angeles-based Hyperloop One took a victory lap Wednesday, announcing its first successful 

full-scale test of a clean-energy mass-transit Hyperloop system in the Nevada desert. 

Related Articles 

 Elon Musk’s Boring Co. begins digging 

 Elon Musk winning over LA politicians for underground Hyperloop tunnel network 

 Bay Area engineers designing Hyperloop train that could go 765 mph 

In what the young tech company’s co-founder called “our Kitty Hawk moment,” the trial 

reached 70 mph – the fastest speed yet for a Hyperloop – in a suspended, vacuum-sealed tube 

about one-third mile long in the north Las Vegas desert on May 12. 

Company officials, who are in a tense competition to be first to bring the technology to market, 

didn’t publicly announce the achievement until Wednesday. They are now well into phase two 

of their real-world trials, and are working to get their modern train design – hyped as a way to 

bring air-travel speeds to the ground – to reach 250 mph. 

“Our team is the only team that is actually making Hyperloop happen, and we’ve spent more 

time testing a Hyperloop system than anyone in the world,” said Josh Giegel, the company’s 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/13/in-kitty-hawk-moment-hyperloop-one-aces-first-test-run-of-experimental-mass-transit-system-7/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/13/in-kitty-hawk-moment-hyperloop-one-aces-first-test-run-of-experimental-mass-transit-system-7/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/12/elon-musks-boring-co-begins-digging/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/06/20/elon-musk-winning-over-la-politicians-for-underground-hyperloop-tunnel-network-6/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/03/03/menlo-park-engineers-designing-hyperloop-train-that-could-go-765-mph/


president of engineering. “Now that we’ve tested our Hyperloop system, we know it works, and 

we’re ready to deploy it to the rest of the world.” 

In Culver City, Hyperloop Transportation Technologies also is quickly advancing its designs to 

update transportation infrastructure around the world. Both companies have agreements with 

overseas universities, governments and other partners but have found U.S. regulations to be 

too stifling to move as quickly here. 

The Hyperloop concept was introduced to the world in 2013 by billionaire entrepreneur Elon 

Musk, president of Hawthorne-based SpaceX and Tesla, which has a Hawthorne design center. 

He proposed the system as an alternative to the enormously expensive, low-tech bullet train 

that California voters approved in 2008. 

“Short of figuring out real teleportation, which would of course be awesome (someone please 

do this), the only option for super-fast travel is to build a tube over or under the ground that 

contains a special environment,” Musk wrote, comparing the design to the pneumatic tubes 

once used by banks and post offices. 

Musk’s concept has been closely followed, with slight changes, by the startup businesses he 

inspired. They are working to ferry sealed passenger pods through vacuum-sealed tubes on 

pockets of pressurized air. Hyperloop One uses electromagnetic propulsion to buoy its pods. 

Last year, Musk built a mini-Hyperloop track in front of SpaceX headquarters for university 

engineering teams to test out designs. Around the corner, his newly formed Boring Co. is 

digging a tunnel that he hopes will be expanded into a major underground transportation 

network – if he can get the blessing of government regulators. 

Hyperloop One co-founder Shervin Pishevar appeared on CBS News with Giegel on Wednesday 

to celebrate their achievement. 

“Hyperloop is real,” Pishevar said. “(This is) our Kitty Hawk moment. We take a lot of inspiration 

from the Wright Brothers and wanted to show the world that it works. It will be the safest, 

cleanest, fastest form of transportation in the world.” 
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Conserve paper. Think before you print.  
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July 11, 2017 

 

The Honorable Edmund G. Brown Jr. 

Governor, State of California 

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA  95814 

 

Dear Governor Brown: 

 

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) supports AB 1113 (Bloom) and respectfully 

requests that you sign this bill into law.  AB 1113 makes a number of changes to the statutes governing the 

State Transit Assistance Program (STA) to clarify several ambiguities related to how these funds are to be 

distributed by the Controller’s Office. 

 

As you know, STA was created through the enactment of the Transportation Development Act in the early 

1970s.  Funding for the program is derived solely from the sales tax on diesel fuel.  The Controller’s Office 

is responsible for distributing STA dollars to regional transportation planning agencies (RTPAs) and 

metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) in California in the following manner: 

 

 50 percent of all STA funding flows from the Controller’s Office to regions based on the ratio of the 

population of each region to the population of the state.  Each RTPA and MPO has the discretion to 

determine how to suballocate these population-based dollars to eligible STA recipients within its 

jurisdiction. 

 

 50 percent of all STA funding flows from the Controller’s Office to regions based on a calculation 

that takes into consideration the locally generated operating revenues of the public transit operators 

in the region in comparison to the rest of the state.  Each RTPA and MPO is required to suballocate 

these revenue-based dollars to public transit operators within its jurisdiction based on the specific 

operator shares calculated and published by the Controller’s Office. 

 

In FY 2016, the Controller’s Office, based on advice from its legal counsel, implemented changes to the 

methodology used to calculate a public transit operator’s share of STA revenue-based funds.  These 

changes impacted all public transit operators in California to varying degrees.  In response, the Legislature 

included in SB 838, the FY 2017 transportation budget trailer bill, provisions that temporarily deferred the 

implementation of these changes by requiring the Controller’s Office to use the same list of eligible 

recipients and the same proportional operator shares from the fourth quarter of FY 2015 to distribute any 

unallocated FY 2016, and all FY 2017 and FY 2018 STA revenue-based funds. 

 

Subsequent to the enactment of SB 838, the California Transit Association worked with its member 

agencies and the Controller’s Office to develop a consensus on a follow-up policy bill to address the 

ambiguities in the current STA statutory and regulatory framework that may have led to confusion.  This 

consensus has been incorporated into AB 1113. 
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While primarily technical in nature, AB 1113 does provide clarity to such important issues as:  (1) who is 

eligible to receive STA revenue-based funds;  (2) what revenue sources may be used to determine a public 

transit operator’s revenue-based share;  (3) how an individual operator’s revenue-based share should be 

calculated; and  (4) how RTPAs and MPOs, which serve as the direct recipients of STA population- and 

revenue-based funds, should suballocate these dollars to public transit operators within their respective 

jurisdictions. 

 

We respectfully seek your support for AB 1113.  Thank you for your consideration of our request. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jeannie Bruins, Chairperson 

Board of Directors 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 



 

 

 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 

TO:  Members of the California State Assembly 

 

FROM: Jeannie Bruins, Chairperson 

  Board of Directors 

  Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

 

DATE:  July 5, 2017 

 

RE:  Support for AB 1113 (Bloom) 

 

 

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) respectfully requests your support for 

AB 1113 (Bloom) when this bill comes before the Assembly for concurrence in Senate 

amendments.  AB 1113 makes a number of changes to the statutes governing the State Transit 

Assistance Program (STA) to clarify several ambiguities related to how these funds are to be 

distributed by the Controller’s Office. 

 

As you know, STA was created through the enactment of the Transportation Development Act in 

the early 1970s.  Funding for the program is derived solely from the sales tax on diesel fuel.  The 

Controller’s Office is responsible for distributing STA dollars to regional transportation planning 

agencies (RTPAs) and metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) in California in the 

following manner: 

 

 50 percent of all STA funding flows from the Controller’s Office to regions based on the 

ratio of the population of each region to the population of the state.  Each RTPA and 

MPO has the discretion to determine how to suballocate these population-based dollars to 

eligible STA recipients within its jurisdiction. 

 

 50 percent of all STA funding flows from the Controller’s Office to regions based on a 

calculation that takes into consideration the locally generated operating revenues of the 

public transit operators in the region in comparison to the rest of the state.  Each RTPA 

and MPO is required to suballocate these revenue-based dollars to public transit operators 

within its jurisdiction based on the specific operator shares calculated and published by 

the Controller’s Office. 

 

In FY 2016, the Controller’s Office, based on advice from its legal counsel, implemented 

changes to the methodology used to calculate a public transit operator’s share of STA revenue-

based funds.  These changes impacted all public transit operators in California to varying 

degrees.  In response, the Legislature included in SB 838, the FY 2017 transportation budget 

trailer bill, provisions that temporarily deferred the implementation of these changes by requiring 
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the Controller’s Office to use the same list of eligible recipients and the same proportional 

operator shares from the fourth quarter of FY 2015 to distribute any unallocated FY 2016, and all 

FY 2017 and FY 2018 STA revenue-based funds. 

 

Subsequent to the enactment of SB 838, the California Transit Association worked with its 

member agencies and the Controller’s Office to develop a consensus on a follow-up policy bill to 

address the ambiguities in the current STA statutory and regulatory framework that may have led 

to confusion.  This consensus has been incorporated into AB 1113. 

 

While primarily technical in nature, AB 1113 does provide clarity to such important issues as:  

(1) who is eligible to receive STA revenue-based funds;  (2) what revenue sources may be used 

to determine a public transit operator’s revenue-based share;  (3) how an individual operator’s 

revenue-based share should be calculated; and  (4) how RTPAs and MPOs, which serve as the 

direct recipients of STA population- and revenue-based funds, should suballocate these dollars to 

public transit operators within their respective jurisdictions. 

 

We respectfully seek your support for AB 1113.  Thank you for your consideration of our 

request. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 

TO:  Members of the California State Assembly 

 

FROM: Jeannie Bruins, Chairperson 

  Board of Directors 

  Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

 

DATE:  July 5, 2017 

 

RE:  Support for SB 614 (Hertzberg) 

 

 

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) respectfully requests your support for 

SB 614 (Hertzberg) when this bill comes before the Assembly for a vote.  SB 614 seeks to 

remove the barriers in current law that are deterring public transit agencies from switching to an 

administrative process in lieu of criminal penalties for fare evasion and passenger misconduct 

violations.  In particular, this bill allows the fine revenues to be kept by the public transit agency 

to help cover its costs associated with implementing the administrative process. 

 

As you may know, legislation was enacted in 2012 to allow a public transit agency to impose and 

enforce civil administrative penalties for fare evasion and passenger misconduct violations in 

lieu of criminal penalties.  There are a number of advantages to this approach.  First, an 

administrative process does not require the citing officer to appear in court, whereas a trial does.  

Therefore, public transit security officers would be able to spend less time in court and more 

time on patrol, thereby enhancing the safety and security of their systems.  Second, an 

administrative process allows public transit agencies to have immediate access to information on 

the status of individual citations and the fines assessed, rather than having to track this 

information down from the courts.  Third, an administrative process offers fare evaders and other 

violators a less confrontational setting than a criminal proceeding, while still affording them the 

right to a full hearing should they so choose. 

 

However, current state law requires any administrative fines to be allocated to the general fund 

of the county where the citation was issued, not to the public transit agency.  In other words, a 

public transit agency would incur one-time costs to set up the administrative process, as well as 

ongoing costs to implement it, but would have to cover these added expenses through its existing 

operating budget, which would impact the resources that would be available for providing transit 

service.  At the same time, the county would no longer incur the costs to process these cases 

through the courts, but would receive the revenues from the administrative fines.  This situation 

has proved to be a major disincentive for public transit agencies to transition from criminal 

penalties to an administrative process for handling fare evasion and passenger misconduct 

violations.  SB 614 would correct this situation. 
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In addition, SB 614 caps the administrative fines that the public transit agency could impose for 

the first and second violation at $125, and for the third and any subsequent violation at $200.  

The legislation also requires the public transit agency to permit a minor or a person proving 

financial hardship to perform community service in lieu of paying the administrative fine, and to 

allow the fines to be paid in installments or handled through deferred payments under certain 

circumstances.  These provisions are intended to ease the burden on youths and low-income 

individuals with regard to remedying minor transit violations. 

 

We respectfully seek your support for SB 614.  Thank you for your consideration of our request. 

 

 

 

 



 

From: Board Secretary  
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2017 4:56 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: July 14, 2017 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Friday, July 14, 2017 

1. Roadshow: Cheers! New interchange coming at 101-San Antonio (Mercury News) 

2. San Jose sets aside $2 million for Branham Lane widening (Mercury News) 

3. New bike boulevards coming to Palo Alto this summer (Mercury News) 

4. BART’s police chief wants to improve system’s crime reporting (San Francisco Chronicle) 

  

Roadshow: Cheers! New interchange coming at 101-San Antonio (Mercury News) 

Q The on-ramp to Highway 101 south from San Antonio Road in Palo Alto is the shortest I’ve 

ever seen. It is unsafe at any hour, especially during commute hours due to the number of cars 

already on 101 in the right lane and the number of cars entering the highway and attempting to 

merge. Any plans to lengthen this ramp? 

— Stacey Ashlund, Palo Alto 

A Thank goodness, yes. This is one of the interchanges that will be rebuilt with money from the 

Measure B sales tax approved by Santa Clara County voters last year and it could be on the fast 

track. The $35 million job will have design work done next year and construction between San 

Antonio and Charleston could begin by late summer. 

Q Do you know when they are going to activate the two right-turn arrows on Vallco Parkway at 

Wolfe Road? Currently only the right lane can turn right on red but everyone seems to ignore 

the sign as the second lane also turns right as traffic backs up constantly on Vallco Parkway. It 

seems like they planned ahead with these two right-turn arrows but currently they have yellow 

tape on them in the shape of an “X”. 

— T. Cerami 

A The lights will be working this fall. When the right-turn arrows are turned on, southbound U-

turns will be prohibited. Because there are quite a few southbound U-turn movements, 

Cupertino is waiting until Apple is closer to being fully occupied and right-turning traffic 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/13/roadshow-cheers-new-interchange-coming-at-101-san-antonio/


demands are heavier. Plus, over the next few months final paving on Wolfe north of Interstate 

280 will result in some lane closures and drivers will use that southbound U-turn at Vallco 

Parkway as an alternate route. 

Look for Gary Richards at Facebook.com/mr.roadshow or contact him at 

mrroadshow@bayareanewsgroup.com. 

Q Since purchasing my Spark EV I have been using Highway 85 to Sunnyvale from my home in 

the Santa Cruz mountains. The first few weeks I used the 17 to 85 connector and found the 

metering lights often took 15-20 minutes to get through. 

One day I had to stop in Los Gatos and got off on Lark Avenue. I then proceeded down Los 

Gatos Boulevard northbound and took the left turn onto 85. What a surprise. A carpool lane 

and I was quickly on the freeway. Well now every morning I join what appears to be many 

people that get off 17 at Lark to enter 85 from Los Gatos Boulevard. 

Do you think they could add a carpool lane to the connector from 17 to 85? That would surely 

be a relief. I even see the Google buses from downtown Los Gatos exit at Lark and use the 85 

entrance off of Los Gatos Boulevard. 

— Steve Joesten 

A Those Google bus drivers know the shortcuts. I like your idea, however there are no plans to 

do this. 

Q The other day I got a phone call asking me to sign a petition to stop the 12-cent a gallon gas 

tax increase. The legislators are the ones who could have tied the gas tax to inflation and we 

would have the best roads in the nation. 

— Robert Peeks, Saratoga 

A Robert did not sign the petition, and the new legislation will be adjusted for inflation. 
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San Jose sets aside $2 million for Branham Lane widening (Mercury News) 

The eastern end of Branham Lane will be widened and get new traffic signals, sidewalks and 

bike lanes if San Jose and county leaders can pull off a tricky land transaction. 

The San Jose City Council last month approved setting aside $2 million for the project, but city 

and Santa Clara County officials must finesse a trade or sale of approximately eight acres of 

public land from Martial Cottle County Park to make it work. 

Plans include widening Branham between Vista Park Drive and Snell Avenue near the entrance 

to Cottle Park from one to two lanes in each direction to ease traffic flow. A landscaped traffic 

median, new and upgraded streetlights and enhanced bike lanes would be added to make the 

street safer. 

http://bayareane.ws/mrroadshowfb
mailto:mrroadshow@bayareanewsgroup.com
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/13/city-council-sets-aside-2-million-for-branham-lane-widening/


According to a memo by Councilman Johnny Khamis, who represents the area, “The city’s vision 

has been to make Branham Lane consistent and safe for pedestrians, bicyclists and drivers.” He 

described that stretch of road as “the last piece of the puzzle in making this vision a reality.” 

City reports indicate that from 2007 to last year, 161 collisions occurred on Branham between 

Vista Park and Snell, including three fatalities—one at Branham and Vista Park and two at 

Branham and Snell. 

Khamis said there were likely more minor accidents that were never reported, so the total 

number of collisions could be even bigger. 

“This is an essential, heavily utilized roadway that must be addressed for the safety of our 

residents,” Khamis wrote. “There is no question that this project would decrease vehicle and 

pedestrian collisions, while relieving the current traffic bottleneck that causes traffic 

congestion.” 

John Gibbs, chief of staff for County Supervisor Mike Wasserman, said there has been “active 

dialogue about the transfer of right-of-way” during the five years both jurisdictions have been 

trying to make the widening happen. 

But state laws and the fact that the park’s original owner, Walter Lester, gifted the land to the 

county and state before he died several years ago have slowed down the process. 

“I can’t think of a more complicated land transfer than trading a piece of park property for any 

other use than a park,” Gibbs said in an interview. “The things that make it complicated from 

the county’s perspective are state laws about under what circumstances a jurisdiction can 

dispose of land for non-park purposes.” 

Gibbs said there’s “good policy” behind those laws but “in practical application of this site, it 

can be frustrating for everyone.” 

County officials planned Martial Cottle Park with the assumption Branham would be widened, 

but the value of the land has been disputed for a long time. 

“Our appraisers are not seeing eye to eye on the values of the properties,” Khamis said. “But 

we’re still working it out; we’re not giving up. I know me and Mike Wasserman are on the same 

page on this issue.” 

Construction on Branham Lane will start some time after the land deal is completed. 
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New bike boulevards coming to Palo Alto this summer (Mercury News) 

A $9.6 million project to improve the safety and connectivity of Palo Alto’s biking and walking 

network is set to start this summer. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/13/new-bike-boulevards-coming-to-palo-alto-this-summer/


The first phase of the Neighborhood Traffic Safety and Bicycle Boulevard Project involves 

adding traffic circles and raised intersections to slow vehicle traffic and removing stop signs to 

make it easier for cyclists to get around. 

The City Council approved the work contract with Granite Construction Co. in June. 

City officials will meet with the contractor soon to discuss the phases and timeline of the 

project, which likely will break ground next month, spokeswoman Claudia Keith said 

Wednesday. 

The city plans to add three bike boulevards and traffic-calming measures to Amarillo Avenue, 

Bryant Street, East Meadow Drive, Montrose Avenue, Moreno Avenue, Louis Road, Palo Alto 

Avenue and Ross Road. 

The Amarillo Avenue-Moreno Avenue Bicycle Boulevard will provide the city with an east-west 

bicycle connection. It will also connect to the Ross Road Bicycle Boulevard, a second north-

south artery in Palo Alto. 

City officials say the Louis Road-Montrose Avenue Bicycle Boulevard will help bridge Palo Alto 

with the San Francisco Bay Trail and employment areas in Mountain View by connecting to the 

proposed Adobe Creek/U.S. 101 overcrossing. 

The project also includes installation of new and updated crosswalks, curb extensions and curb 

ramps that comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

Some residents wrote to council members to express support for the bike projects. 

Maria Abilock said biking all around town is one of the greatest joys of living in Palo Alto. 

“Safe infrastructure to encourage more biking and reduce car congestion on our roads is in the 

best interest of all Palo Alto residents,” Abilock said. 

A resident of the Southgate neighborhood, Daja Phillips, also supports funding for bike 

boulevards and Safe Routes to School. 

“We try hard to bike to school/work to decrease congestion, parking problems and maintain a 

healthy body and planet,” Phillips wrote in an email. 

In the fall, city officials plan to seek bids for construction of traffic-calming measures for Bryant 

Street, Maybell Avenue, Stanford Avenue, Park Boulevard and Wilkie Way. 

If approved, construction for the second round of traffic-calming measures will be planned for 

next summer. 

The city’s goal is to increase bicycle traffic for local and work commute trips 100 percent by 

2020. 

Completion of both projects will result in the addition of 13.1 miles of bike boulevards to the 

city’s bicycle network, according to a staff report. 
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BART’s police chief wants to improve system’s crime reporting (San Francisco 

Chronicle) 

BART's Chief of Police, Carlos Rojas, talks during a press conference at Powell Street BART 

stations in San Francisco, Calif. Thursday, July 13, 2017. 

BART’s police chief said Thursday that his department will look at ways to make information 

about crime in the system more readily available to the public and media. 

The transit system’s police and administrators have been criticized over the past week for 

replacing daily police logs with an online crime map that offers no detailed information about 

crimes on BART, and for their continued refusal to release video footage of an April 22 attack 

on a train by as many as 60 young people who harassed and robbed passengers. 

Police Chief Carlos Rojas, at Powell Station as part of a BART Board of Directors tour, said he 

wants to keep using the Crime Mapping website as a way to let the public know where crimes 

are taking place. He did acknowledge that the site doesn’t provide enough detail for anyone to 

know the nature or severity of a crime. 

BART as new police chief Carlos Rojas defended the departments shift in how it reports crime, 

saying the agency would release detailed information about specific incidents on a âcase-by-

case basis.â Tom Vacar reports 

Media: KTVU 

“What’s missing is the narrative,” he said. 

Rojas, sworn in as chief May 25, said he’s working to see whether it’s possible for the crime-

mapping website to include more information, such as the types of details that typically 

appeared in the daily logs. 

“We’re willing to make modifications,” he said. “We don’t want to hide information.” 

Following remarks to the media, Rojas joined BART directors and administrators on a tour of 

the Powell Station that pointed out its challenges and outlined plans to improve the station. 
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