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VTA Daily News Coverage for July, 1- 3 

1. Why 22 Silicon Valley public officials are heading to Europe to study train travel San Jose 

Business Journal 

2. Wildlife Connectivity NBC 

3. New BART Station and San Jose Traffic Impacts NBC 

4. Hikes of up to $3 in works for Bay Area's bridge tolls; Bay Area voters may be asked to OK 

bridge toll hike of up to $3  San Francisco Chronicle 

5. Roadshow: Whose cows are those at Stanford Dish? San Jose Mercury News 

6. Roadshow: Is there hope for the torturous trek over Pacheco Pass? San Jose Mercury 

News 

 

Why 22 Silicon Valley public officials are heading to Europe to study train 

travel 
Jody Meacham 

Silicon Valley Business Journal 

The nation’s most American holiday celebration will end Wednesday for a 22-member 

delegation of Silicon Valley officials when they land in Europe. They’re traveling for 10 days of 

mass transportation study that could profoundly affect downtown San Jose. 

It’s an indication of the scope of San Jose’s transportation-oriented development vision that it 

shares common ground with European cities like Amsterdam and Barcelona. 

Yet it’s also indicative of how novel urban thought is for a municipality of a million suburban 

residents that the trip has been organized in plain sight — but nevertheless away from public 

attention — and that some elected officials are skittish about using public money to pay their 

expenses. 

http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/07/03/san-jose-diridon-bart-high-speed-rail-google.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/07/03/san-jose-diridon-bart-high-speed-rail-google.html


“I just feel like it’s simpler and cleaner to say there won’t be any public dollars and that we don’t 

have to question my motives,” said Mayor Sam Liccardo, who said he will use his own money as 

well as funds from the Knight Foundation to cover his costs. 

Travel for city of San Jose personnel, including officials from the transportation department and 

economic development office, was authorized last week in a single no-discussion consent 

calendar vote that covered 57 additional items ranging from police helicopter maintenance to a 

small business recognition lunch. 

“Put on your big britches, San Jose,” said Teresa Alvarado, director of the San Jose office of 

SPUR, the Bay Area urban planning and advocacy nonprofit, which asked for a $111,000 Knight 

Foundation grant last November to fund the portion of the trip it organized. “Now’s the time that 

we collectively, as a community, put up or shut up. That’s what this trip will really help to come 

into focus.” 

'100-year decisions' 

For years this realization of Diridon Station’s potential was just a city planner’s dream. 

But three key requirements recently coalesced to bring that vision closer to reality: First, 

California high-speed rail made a decision in February 2016 to begin its long-awaited service in 

San Jose rather than Los Angeles. Then county voters in November approved Measure B funding 

for BART’s subway to downtown, and finally, Google announced last month that it wants to 

build a downtown office complex of up to 8 million square feet based on Diridon’s 

transformation. 

What was for years "If we build it they will come" now is: "Are we ready?" That's even though 

the rail systems won't arrive for another eight years and Google’s campus, if all goes according 

to plan, will require several years of construction as well. 

“There are a lot of key decisions that are upcoming in the next couple of months,” Alvarado said. 

They include final alignment decisions through the station for high-speed rail and BART’s exact 

tunnel design and boring method, which has significant short-term implications for downtown 

traffic and business. 

“These are 100-year decisions,” said Santa Clara County Supervisor and VTA board member 

Cindy Chavez, who is also paying her own way on the European trip. “The opportunity to 

understand and learn from others, especially those who have gone before us, is really critical.” 

Learning from Barcelona's Line 9 

Twenty-two elected officials, city staff, and executives and staff from BART and the Valley 

Transportation Authority will take part in what are separately arranged back-to-back trips, one 

organized by the VTA and the other by SPUR with Knight funding. 

The VTA portion of the trip is Wednesday through Friday in Barcelona, where officials 

including Los Altos Mayor Jeannie Bruins, who chairs the VTA board, will study that city’s 



unique new subway line. ( Here’s the agenda for two days of meetings with Barcelona Metro 

officials.) 

Barcelona's Metro Line 9 is in a single large-diameter tunnel bored by a subterranean machine 

and big enough to encompass separate tracks for each direction of travel plus entire stations. 

VTA’s issue is the downtown traffic and business disruption along Santa Clara Street during the 

five-year construction timeline of twin tubes, which aren’t big enough to contain stations. Thus 

stations along Santa Clara near City Hall and at Diridon would require digging up the street to 

build before being covered over again if BART’s twin-tube subways are replicated here. 

After heavy criticism from downtown businesses for its years of light rail construction and more 

recently while bus rapid transit lanes were built in East San Jose, the VTA would like to use 

Barcelona’s single-bore technology if possible. 

“Is there something other than tearing up our streets for five years?” asked VTA General 

Manager Nuria Fernandez, who’s going on the trip. “Is there a model somewhere we can learn 

more from?” 

BART, which will operate and maintain the subway that VTA builds, is sending its GM Grace 

Crunican and three others from its operations and planning teams to Barcelona “to research 

single bore tunnels to better understand how the system works from a safety and operations point 

of view,” spokeswoman Alicia Trost said. 

Among BART’s concerns are how the Barcelona system handles passenger evacuations caused 

by train breakdowns. Twin tunnel designs incorporate passageways between the tubes at regular 

intervals where passengers from a stranded train can be moved to the other tunnel to await a 

rescue train. In the single-bore tunnel, trains are vertically separated into the top and bottom 

halves of the same tube. 

Also, what are the cost and maintenance issues for the protective platform gates to protect 

passengers waiting at more confined single-bore stations compared to BART’s more spacious 

platforms that cut-and-cover digging allows? 

“My desire,” Fernandez said, “is that BART and VTA will put together a joint recommendation 

to the VTA board of directors.” 

That recommendation could come as soon as August and a decision is due by the end of this 

year. 

How Europe capitalized on high-speed rail 

Liccardo, Chavez and Fernandez will join the SPUR-organized group in Amsterdam on Sunday 

for four days in the Netherlands and France focused on high-speed rail. 

They will be joined by San Jose City Councilmember Lan Diep, whose district includes the 

Berryessa BART station expected to open late this year, and Christina Ramos, chief of staff for 

Raul Peralez, whose council district covers most of downtown. 



“All of the places that we are going (Amsterdam, Rotterdam and Utrecht in the Netherlands and 

Lille, France) either struggled through or thrived through the realization of high-speed rail and 

broader connections to transport,” said Danny Harris, the Knight Foundation’s San Jose program 

director. ( Here's the agenda for that portion of the trip.) 

The group will stay in Amsterdam but make one-day trips to the other cities by high-speed rail to 

study their main passenger stations, how they were planned and how they affected development 

around them. For instance, Amsterdam to Lille is 182 miles, the group's longest trip, which is 2½ 

hours by Thalys train making four intermediate stops. 

Lille is where high-speed trains to and from London through the channel tunnel diverge either 

south to Paris or northeast through the Netherlands to Brussels. 

“France has a longer history with high-speed rail and the neighborhoods around the stations are 

more mature than the Netherlands,” Alvarado said. “What we want to see is their land use and 

very high-quality urban design.” 

How these cities capitalized on high-speed rail’s arrival is the primary interest of both Liccardo 

and Chavez. 

“Part of what I’m interested in is what can you build near and on a high-speed rail environment,” 

Chavez said. “In our country, we haven’t done a lot with things relative to air rights, for 

example. I’m interested in how they sustain (stations) financially. Who’s responsible for paying 

for what, depending on the perimeter and their proximity to the station itself.” 

Said Liccardo: “It’s important for us to think more boldly than traditional transit station design 

common to suburban California. It is important for us particularly to understand how to leverage 

private development to pay for what will be a multibillion-dollar intersection of transit.” 
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Wildlife Connectivity 
NBC, KNTV 
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New BART Station and San Jose Traffic Impacts 
NBC, KNTV 
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Hikes of up to $3 in works for Bay Area's bridge tolls; Bay Area voters may 

be asked to OK bridge toll hike of up to $3 
Matier & Ross 

http://mms.tveyes.com/Transcript.asp?StationID=969&DateTime=7%2F2%2F2017+6%3A34%3A10+PM&Term=VTA&PlayClip=TRUE
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTgzMzMzOTcmTURTZWVkPTU1MTAmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
http://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/matier-ross/article/Bay-Area-voters-may-be-asked-to-OK-bridge-toll-11261155.php
http://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/matier-ross/article/Bay-Area-voters-may-be-asked-to-OK-bridge-toll-11261155.php


San Francisco Chronicle 
Lawmakers, business leaders and staffers at the Metropolitan Transportation Commission have 

been quietly meeting at the state Capitol in an effort to draw up a proposal for a toll increase of 

$2 to $3 on the Bay Area's seven state-run bridges.  

The goal is to have the measure in front of voters either in next year's June primary election or on 

the November general election ballot. Money from the toll increase - an estimated $125 million a 

year - would pay for a number of projects intended to ease traffic congestion. Those could 

include funding for 300 new BART cars, something that would allow the transit agency to run 

more trains; construction of more high-occupancy vehicle lanes on Interstates 80, 680 and 880, 

plus Highway 101; expanded ferry systems and more express buses; BART service to San Jose; 

and the growing cost of the new Transbay Transit Center in San Francisco.  

"We want to make sure that the projects will have a positive impact on traffic," said Carl 

Guardino, president of the Silicon Valley Leadership Group, which is among those talking in 

Sacramento about a possible toll increase.  

The increase could bring tolls on state-run spans to as much as $9 on the Bay Bridge, which has 

congestion pricing, and $8 on other bridges. The exact proposal hasn't been set, but one idea 

under discussion is to raise tolls by $2 and set an automatic increase in future years that would be 

tied to inflation.  

The only bridge exempt from the increase would be the Golden Gate, which is run by its own 

transit district. Tolls theretop out at $7.75.  

Two of the biggest players pushing for the toll increase are the Silicon Valley Leadership Group 

- whose members include such tech titans as Genentech, Facebook and Google -and the Bay 

Area Council, which represents some of the region's biggest employers, including Kaiser 

Foundation Hospitals, Pacific Gas and Electric Co. and UCSF.  

A poll of Bay Area voters that the two business groups commissioned showed that 59 percent of 

those surveyed would support a $2 toll increase that paid for transit improvements, and 56 

percent would back a $3 increase. The online poll was conducted by the firm Fairbank, Maslin, 

Maullin, Metz and Associates, and had a margin of error of 2.2 percentage points.  

"When you consider the huge amount of time that commuters waste in traffic every day, adding a 

couple extra dollars to bridge tolls will help cut congestion and expand critical regional mass 

transit that benefits the entire Bay Area," Jim Wunderman, an executive with the Bay Area 

Council, said in a statement.  

The urban planning group SPUR has also been in on the talks.  

"Right now much of the discussions are centering around where the money will go," said state 

Sen. Jerry Hill, D-San Mateo, one of the lawmakers in on the negotiations.  

And with good reason.  



Any toll increase would need a simple-majority approval in a cumulative vote of the nine Bay 

Area counties - San Francisco, Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Sonoma, Napa, Solano, San 

Mateo and Santa Clara. But voters in some of those counties drive the bridges a lot more than 

others.  

For example, Alameda County accounts for 31 percent of drivers paying bridge tolls, but its 

share of the nine-county electorate amounts to just 22 percent, according to the Metropolitan 

Transportation Commission.  

Santa Clara County, on the other hand, has 22 percent of the Bay Area vote, but it accounts for 

just 3 percent of bridge toll payers.  

"So a balance has to be worked out," Hill said.  

And so does the sales pitch to voters.  

Back to Top 

 

Roadshow: Whose cows are those at Stanford Dish? 
Gary Richards 

San Jose Mercury News 

Q: Hey Hey Hey Mr. Roadshow. Here’s a topic for you — for a slow day. 

Ron Chun, Los Altos 

A: There are no slow days here. However, I’ve never received a question on this topic before, so 

let’s roll with it … 

 

Q: Driving on Interstate 280 between Los Altos and Woodside, you pass the Dish at Stanford. 

And standing there watching everyone are hundreds of cows grazing on the hills. 

It would be nice to know who’s putting those cows out there. What is the actual count of the herd 

size? The type of cows. And where they go at night and how they get there in the morning. And, 

if you’re psychic, the future of those cows. (Not everyone may want to know that.) 

 

The reason for my questions? As a father, I’d love to annoy my kids and everyone else in the car 

with this information. 

Ron Chun 

 

A: You are my kind of dad! Keep the kids off-balance. 

 

The cattle belong to a private company that leases some of the land from Stanford. About 300 of 

them arrive in December and leave in June. A new group comes in each year. The grazing cattle 

are mostly mixed breeds, which is why they don’t all look the same. And they help maintain the 

land by keeping the grass trimmed. 

 

They’re young cattle recently weaned from their mothers. Eventually they’ll move on to a 

feedlot until they’re large enough for slaughter. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/03/roadshow-cows-in-berkeley-move-over-for-cows-at-stanford/


 

Like Mr. Roadshow’s Facebook page for more questions and answers about Bay Area roads, 

freeways and commuting. 

 

Q: Due to the closure of North Tantau Avenue once again for the Apple Spaceship construction, 

traveling on Homestead Road toward Lawrence Expressway during the evening commute is 

harrowing to say the least. Apple workers are forced to exit from Swallow Drive and are turning 

left onto Homestead to get to Interstate 280. It’s even riskier for the large, gray Apple commuter 

buses trying to cross. 

 

Starting at 5 p.m., it looks a real-life driving version of the Frogger video game. Any idea when 

North Tantau will reopen and put an end to this nightmare? It’s a debacle. 

 

Beverly Freitas, San Jose 

 

A: Around Aug. 1. 

 

Q: Why does it take almost two months from the time of purchase of an electric car to getting the 

white sticker in hand? 

 

Arun Venkatesan 

 

A: The typical wait for a green or white sticker is two to three weeks. But the DMV has been 

flooded with people applying for the carpool-lane perk. 

 

The DMV issued 260,559 clean-air decals through June 1, up from 240,911 just a few weeks 

earlier. These stickers will expire in 2019, though legislation now pending could extend the 

deadline for several more years. 

 

There is no cap on the number that can be issued. 

 

Q: Can I drive in the carpool lane in an eligible vehicle without stickers, if I have already applied 

for them? 

 

Arun Venkatesan 

 

A: No, no, no. 

Back to Top 

 

Roadshow: Is there hope for the torturous trek over Pacheco Pass? 
Gary Richards 

San Jose Mercury News 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/02/roadshow-is-there-hope-for-the-torturous-trek-over-pacheco-pass/


Q: I know it’s been a few weeks, but I am still recovering. It took me four hours to go from 

Mountain View to Interstate 5 on the Friday of Memorial Day weekend on highways 101 and 

152. I knew it was going to be bad, but four hours? To go about 90 miles? 

 

Something must be done. HOV lanes? Yes! Toll roads? Yes! Eminent domain? Yes! 

 

We need a four-lane freeway from 101 to I-5. It is absurd to have a two-lane chokepoint like this 

on Highway 152 for millions of people in the South Bay. 

 

Is there any hope? 

Melilah Schuch, Sunnyvale 

 

A: Yes, there is and another driver knows what is needed. 

 

Q: Highway 152 from Casa de Fruta to I-5 isn’t so bad. My idea would be to improve 101, until 

there is a decent place to go over the hill to the east, and drop down somewhere in the valley near 

Casa de Fruta to connect with the existing 152. It could even be a toll road to pay for it. Then 

there would be a freeway all the way from 101 to I-5. 

Bill Bartz 

San Jose 

 

A: Let’s enroll Bill in an engineering program and pay him a bonus. 

 

The sales tax approved by Santa Clara County voters last year will pay for new ramps at the 

Highway 25-101 interchange, which some day will be the start of a four-lane freeway on 

Highway 25 to that would hook north near 152 or 156. The current two lanes of 152 from 101 to 

Casa de Fruta would likely remain as a frontage road. 

 

The cost of this isn’t known, but it’s not going to be cheap. However, the gas and car fee hikes 

approved by Gov. Brown and the state Legislature this year include $500 million annually for 

congested corridors and truck routes. Highway 152 would qualify, don’t you think? 

 

 

Like Mr. Roadshow’s Facebook page for more questions and answers about Bay Area roads, 

freeways and commuting. 

 

Q: My most frustrating traffic pattern, because it is so utterly senseless, is the intersection of 

Alameda de las Pulgas and Atherton Avenue in Atherton. It’s a four-way stop, but there is so 

much more traffic on Alameda (which is the only north-south thoroughfare between El Camino 

and 280), that cars back up on Alameda for half a mile. 

 

At commute times (8 to 10 a.m. and 4 to 6:30 p.m.) it can take 20 minutes to get through that one 

intersection. There should be a light. 



 

Thanks for letting me vent! 

 

Wendy Hillhouse 

 

A: Sometimes venting is the only recourse. 

 

Steven-the-Atherton-Traffic-Boss says without the four-way stop, drivers on Atherton Avenue 

would find it very difficult to enter that intersection. That’s why it is there. If the problem 

persisted for longer (say, a four- to six-hour period), the investment in a signal light might make 

sense. There has been some talk about a roundabout, but there does not seem to be sufficient 

space to install a proper one. 

 

Q: Why are they cutting down the trees at both Willow Road exits on 101? The trees are old and 

harmless so far. 

 

James Zhang 

 

A: To widen and build a new overpass, plus new ramps to eliminate the short merge weaves. 
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Conserve paper. Think before you print.  
 



 

From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2017 10:14 AM 

To: VTA Board of Directors; VTA Advisory Committee Members 

Subject: VTA Summer 2017 Take-One is now available 

 

VTA Board of Directors and Advisory Committee Members: 

 

The Summer 2017 Take-One is now available.  Please click on the link below: 
 

 

http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/Take%20One_Final.pdf  

 

Thank you. 

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 

 

 

 

 

 
Conserve paper. Think before you print.  

 

http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/Take%20One_Final.pdf
mailto:board.secretary@vta.org


 

From: Board Secretary  
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2017 4:43 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: July 4-5, 2017 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for July 4-5, 2017 

1. Roadshow: How carpool-lane cheating can raise your insurance rates San Jose Mercury 

News 

2. Muni buses are running out of places to park SF Examiner 

3. CA: Millbrae BART Station Ridership Isn't Near Original Expectations San Francisco 

Chronicle 

4. Roadshow: California gets Texas-style flashing yellow turn arrows San Jose Mercury 

News  

5. SF residents are the only casualties in ‘war on cars’ SF Examiner 

6. Don’t waste highway money on greedy private contractors The Sacramento Bee 

7. RM3 Offers Huge Promise for the Bay’s Ferries San Francisco Bay Crossings 

8. SF’s traffic planners weren’t expecting rise of Uber, Lyft San Francisco Chronicle 

 

Roadshow: How carpool-lane cheating can raise your insurance rates 
Gary Richards 
San Jose Mercury News 
Q: A reader claimed that since a carpool lane ticket is not a moving violation, that he “could care 

less about paying the fine.” It’s true that a carpool violation is not a moving violation. 

However, as an insurance salesman, I very often have clients surprised when they realize the nice 

CHP officer wrote them a citation for some other related violation, such as an illegal merge (in 

and out of the HOV lane), failure to obey a road sign (carpool lane hours), etc. 

A moving violation will raise insurance costs by about 30 percent for three years. For a typical 

driver, that’s about $900 total. 

Jim Cowen, El Sobrante 

A: Right, carpool-lane cheats shouldn’t be so certain that their actions won’t result in a 

financially painful ticket. 

 

Q: I believe you overlooked a law that says motor vehicle drivers should not stop in the 

crosswalk when answering the question about motorcyclists lane-splitting at traffic lights. There 

is no problem for motorists, but blocking the crosswalk is a problem for pedestrians. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/05/roadshow-carpool-tickets-can-hit-insurance-costs/


Allan Murray 

A: Of course, you are right. Please don’t stop in a crosswalk. 

 

Q: Do you know what the speed limit is along Warm Springs Boulevard near the new BART 

station? There is a 35-mph sign a bit after Warm Springs crosses Mission Boulevard. The next 

sign isn’t until Grimmer Boulevard, and that’s 40 mph. 

Kim L. 

A: The speed limit for Warm Springs is: 

— Scott Creek Road to Warren Avenue: 40 mph. 

— Warren to Grimmer Boulevard, including the BART area: 35 mph. 

— Grimmer to Osgood Road: 40 mph. 

 

Q: Is there any chance Fremont will place a traffic light at Patterson Ranch Road and Paseo 

Parkway at the entrance to Coyote Hills Regional Park? 

The speed limit on Paseo Parkway is 45 mph. It’s very dangerous for pedestrians trying to cross 

Paseo Parkway because nobody ever stops at the crosswalk. There has been so much 

development that has caused so much new traffic that you take your life in to your hands if you 

dare try to cross the street or turn left out of the park. 

Peter Ernst, Union City 

A: The city studied this intersection a couple years ago, and it did not meet the criteria for a 

traffic signal. But Fremont may take a new approach at this intersection with an eye toward 

pedestrian and bicyclist safety. That could mean adding a “Hawk” signal or flashing lights for 

when pedestrians approach. A decision may be made late this summer. 

The HAWK beacons improve safety for pedestrians as they provide a red light to stop motorists 

along with a walk interval for pedestrians. 

 

Q: When will Palomares Road in Castro Valley reopen? It’s been closed for months after our 

heavy winter rains. 

Lisa Wang 

A: Around Labor Day. Palomares is closed to all traffic between Palo Verde Road in Castro 

Valley and Niles Canyon Road in Fremont. 
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Muni buses are running out of places to park 
Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez  

SF Examiner 

Many San Francisco drivers encounter a classic city problem: Parking is tough to come by. 

Now, San Francisco’s transit agency has been added to the list of parking complainers, as Muni 

is running out of space to park its buses. 

 

Muni’s fleet has grown in recent years, as scores of shiny new grey-and-red buses make more 

than 700,000 trips a day — nearly twice the ridership of BART. But the San Francisco Municipal 

Transportation Agency only has so many facilities, and in a report written for the SFMTA Board 

of Directors Policy and Governance Committee, presented in June, staff outlined its parking 

woes. 

http://www.sfexaminer.com/muni-buses-running-places-park/


 

If no new vehicle yards are built, staff wrote in a presentation, the SFMTA will have 55 more 

buses than it can park by 2025. By 2030, the agency will have 62 more buses than it can park, 

and by 2035, that number will grow to 87 buses without parking spaces. 

 

By 2040, if no additional facilities are constructed, Muni will have 120 buses and 46 light-rail 

vehicles without space for parking, where repairs are also made. 

 

Muni buses and trains currently are parked and repaired throughout San Francisco, from 

Fisherman’s Wharf to the Dogpatch, and from Masonic Avenue by the Presidio to Bryant Street, 

near Zuckerberg San Francisco General Hospital. SFMTA staff reports obtained by the San 

Francisco Examiner do not detail proposals for new bus or train yard locations. 

 

The price tag to fix this problem is far more than the average San Francisco resident pays for 

parking: $1.6 billion is the internal estimate to expand and upgrade its 15 or so citywide 

facilities. 

SFMTA spokesperson Paul Rose said the agency could work with other city agencies to find 

creative solutions to park vehicles should funding not arise, but that’s only half the problem. 

 

“Parking vehicles is only one of the issues we have to find a solution for,” Rose said. “We are 

looking to develop facilities that will be future-proof and [have] the maintenance infrastructure 

in place to not only store vehicles, but to keep them in good working order for years to come.” 

 

That issue is also outlined in SFMTA staff reports. Essentially, Muni’s new buses and trains are 

high-tech, which may be good for riders, who will enjoy a more stable experience (with 

hopefully fewer delays), but it also means much of the SFMTA’s existing facilities must be 

rebuilt to repair the fleet’s new, upgraded vehicles. 

The SFMTA’s total facilities capital cost exceeds the initial $1.6 billion. Maintaining a “state of 

good repair,” additional equipment and transit reliability costs tops $2.5 billion, according to a 

staff presentation, which includes the prior cost estimate of upgrades and expansion. 

 

Some of that funding could come from a future bond measure, which is one of the numerous 

ideas floated right now in Mayor Ed Lee’s transportation task force, Rose said. 

 

Funding could also come from the Metropolitan Transportation Commission, which is proposing 

raising bridge tolls by $3 to fund various transportation projects, though that funding has yet to 

be finalized. 

That “would be a start,” Rose said. 

 

But what about a doomsday scenario? If no facilities are built, would Muni drivers need to 

engage in the San Francisco drivers’ most hated ritual, the 30-minute-plus “parking go-round?” 

 

Rose was firm on that point: “We have no plans to park buses on city streets.” 
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CA: Millbrae BART Station Ridership Isn't Near Original Expectations 
Michael Cabanatuan 

San Francisco Chronicle 

By now, BART's Millbrae Station -- with its connections to Caltrain, buses and shuttles -- was 

supposed to see 16,500 passengers pass through its fare gates every weekday, making it the fifth-

busiest station in the system. 

 

But 13 years after it opened, it's pretty much just another BART station, nowhere near the 

bustling Peninsula transit hub that planners envisioned. With just under 7,000 riders entering and 

exiting daily, the station ranks 27th in activity among the transit system's 46 stations. 

 

BART and Caltrain officials acknowledge Millbrae Station isn't what planners had in mind when 

they opened it in 2003 as part of a five-stop extension that would take the rail system to San 

Francisco International Airport. But, even so, they say it's still a vital link between two popular 

pieces of the Bay Area transit network. 

 

"It works -- for the people who use it," said Joel Keller, a veteran BART director who was on the 

board as the station was being planned, debated and built. 

But there's no question that the ridership projections -- and hopes -- for the station were overly 

optimistic. 

 

"The models we have are pretty good," Keller said. "But I always look at the models with some 

skepticism because people will make decisions based on what's best for them." 

 

And that's what happened. When ridership forecasts were made in 1995, the dot-com boom had 

just begun and the economy was surging. A growing economy meant more jobs and employees 

who needed a way to get to them. By the time the station opened, the boom had gone bust. And 

by the time the economy recovered, where people worked had changed. 

 

Forecasters made other assumptions that never came true. They thought Caltrain fares would be 

raised, giving riders an economic incentive to transfer to BART, that BART trips between 

Millbrae and San Francisco would be faster than they are and that Caltrain would end most of its 

northbound trains at Millbrae, forcing passengers to switch to BART to get downtown. 

 

It hasn't helped that transfers between BART and Caltrain turned out to be awkward and 

unreliable and that it's not easy for riders who want to get to the airport on BART from Millbrae. 

While passengers from the north can take BART directly to the airport, passengers from the 

south usually have to hop on BART at Millbrae, get off at San Bruno Station and transfer to an 

airport train. 

Expectations for the new station were high. 

 

"It's the big one," Molly McArthur, a BART spokeswoman, now retired, said at the time. "It's 

going to be a hive of activity. It's really more than a BART station, it's a transit hub. And that's 

really a new thing for us at BART." 

 

http://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Millbrae-BART-Station-ridership-isn-t-near-11265998.php


As the largest transit station in the western U.S., Millbrae is indeed big. It's surrounded by 

parking lots and a five-story parking structure -- nearly 3,000 spaces in all -- and has five tracks: 

three for BART and two for Caltrain. The tracks are all at ground level, but the station concourse 

with ticket machines and restrooms are above ground. 

 

BART riders coming from the north and bound for Caltrain arrive on the east side of the station. 

To catch Caltrain, they have to ascend escalators or stairs, exit through the BART fare gates and 

walk a few yards across the concourse before descending to the Caltrain station's west side. 

 

Northbound Caltrain riders planning to take BART into San Francisco have an easier time of it. 

They can avoid the stairs and escalators by passing through a set of BART fare gates for a 

quicker transfer to BART. 

Riders also can be foiled by a lack of coordination between the two rail systems. Trains often run 

late, and sometimes BART arrives just minutes before Caltrain is scheduled to depart. 

 

BART and Caltrain officials say they talk to each other occasionally about coordinating 

schedules but have developed no official policies to ensure a more consistent and seamless 

transfer. 

"We do try to coordinate arrivals so as not to leave people stranded at the station, looking at the 

red lights of a departing train," Keller said. "But it doesn't always work." 

 

Tasha Bartholomew, a Caltrain spokeswoman, said the agency shares its draft schedules with 

BART and asks for suggestions. When things don't go as planned, engineers will hold a train for 

scurrying passengers while trying to stay on schedule. 

"While we try to accommodate courtesy connections at Millbrae, it is not always possible," she 

said. "We are two separate operations with different signal systems and infrastructure." 

 

Nina Leviten, 18, who lives in Palo Alto and attends classes at UC Berkeley, said she takes 

Caltrain to Millbrae, transfers to BART and rides to downtown Berkeley. On the way home, she 

reverses the trip. 

The joint station at Millbrae makes it possible for her to attend Cal, she said, but sometimes the 

connections between trains are tough, especially on her way home when she has to rush up and 

down stairs. 

 

"It's a little difficult because (Caltrain) leaves just three minutes after BART arrives," she said. 

"Last week I missed it two times and had to wait 20 minutes." 

While the projected ridership still hasn't materialized for Millbrae Station, BART and Caltrain 

officials remain optimistic that it will grow. 

 

A major transit-oriented development with 376 units of housing, a 150-room hotel, and office 

and retail space is planned on land next to the station. Meanwhile, Caltrain is proceeding with 

plans to electrify its system, increasing the number of trains it can run. And, someday, the state's 

high-speed rail line is expected to share the Caltrain tracks, with stops at Millbrae. 

 

"It's always been an aspirational station where we look for increased ridership," Keller said. 

"Eventually, it has the potential to be a much busier station." 
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Roadshow: California gets Texas-style flashing yellow turn arrows 
Gary Richards 
San Jose Mercury News 

Q: Much as I hate to hold up Texas as a good example, what I saw there recently was great for 

reducing unnecessary waiting at red lights. At intersections with left-turn arrows in San Antonio, 

there were signs that said something like, “Yield to Oncoming Traffic on Yellow Arrow.” 
David Russel, Mountain View 

A: You liked that, eh? Read on. 

Back in 2014 you ran a column on flashing yellow turn signals. Being new to California I have 

to say having a red turn arrow on 99 percent of turns is ridiculous and gets me riled up. So it was 

a great surprise and relief when we were in Petaluma and happened to see flashing yellow turn 

signals. The commute would kill me; otherwise maybe I would move there. 

I’d love to see them in more cities. I recognize they are not an option on major intersections but I 

would say that at least 70 percent of intersections could use this safely. Not having them is about 

as stupid as Oregon saying it’s not safe for the general populace to operate a gas pump. Give us 

some credit and install the flashing yellow turn lights in more intersections. It will ease 

congestion and reduce idling cars. 

So when are we going to get those flashing yellow turns showing up at a light near us? 

Tom S., San Jose 

A: Slowly, they are coming. Pleasanton and Roseville are among other cities testing flashing 

yellow turn arrows and Fremont may as well. However, San Jose has no plans to join them. Be 

patient. 

Q: When I am driving Bay Area roads during a holiday, I see signs to report drunk drivers. How 

am I supposed to differentiate drunk drivers from “The Driving Dead” (the clueless idiotic 

people that think they can drive using their cellphones)? They drive exactly the same. Should I 

report them anyhow and drive the CHP nuts? 

Russ Hills, San Jose 

A: No, unless the cellphone nitwits are posing an immediate risk. Drunk drivers, speeders and 

heavy traffic will keep officers busy. 

Q: Every other time I’ve written you I have complained and complained about drivers, traffic, 

signals and delays. Today it’s different. 

A year ago I moved to the Sierras east of Jackson — and poof went the traffic headaches. Here 

people stop before turning right on a red light, go the speed limit, smile and let you merge in 

front of them, use their blinkers, wave at cops and other residents, and behave on the road. 

It now takes me 20 minutes to drive 12 miles when it took me that long to travel three miles in 

Fremont. 

So this is to inform you that I won’t be writing anymore, but I’ll continue to read about the 

mayhem in the Bay Area in your columns — and smile. 

Mike Cameron 

A: Adios, ol’ pal.ercury News 
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SF residents are the only casualties in ‘war on cars’ 
Sally Stephens  

SF Examiner 

San Francisco is a transit-first city. Those of us who live here are told we should use Muni to get 

around. Or ride a bike. Or walk. But above all else, we should not drive our cars. 

 

To reinforce this, city policy makes it easy to remove existing parking spaces — turning curbside 

parking spots into parklets — and explicitly prevents new developments from providing a 

parking space for every unit built. Some have called this a “war on cars.” 

 

If you look at the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency’s Strategic Plan, however, it 

turns out that “transit first” includes prioritizing ride-hail vehicles. In essence, The City wants 

people to get out of their own cars and into other people’s. 

 

There’s no war on cars in San Francisco if the cars are being driven for profit. Those are 

welcome here — even if the drivers don’t live here, don’t pay taxes here and, often, don’t even 

know how to get from one place to another in The City. 

No, the war on cars is aimed at San Francisco residents. 

 

A recent report released by the San Francisco County Transportation Authority showed that cars 

from ride-hail companies Uber and Lyft make more than 170,000 trips — driving more than half 

a million miles — within The City every weekday. Nearly 6,000 ride-hail cars clog the streets 

during peak commute hours. 

 

Clearly, Uber and Lyft don’t reduce traffic congestion and, indeed, may actually make it worse. 

Especially considering the fact that thousands of ride-hail drivers live elsewhere and commute 

long distances into The City to drive because they can make more money here. Without the ride-

hail industry, those cars would not be on our streets. 

 

When they drop off a fare, most drivers simply circle the block until they get a new rider. Or 

they pull over and idle while checking their smartphones, exacerbating other drivers’ searches 

for empty parking spots. When you add in the time circling, idling and then driving to pick up 

new fares, ride-hail vehicles would seem to create more pollution than the car of someone who 

“simply” drives his or her own car from home to a parking garage near their destination, 

especially if the car is an environmentally friendly hybrid. 

 

A number of studies indicate that ride-hail companies are taking riders away from mass transit 

agencies like Muni and BART, not taking people out of their own cars. For example, BART 

attributes a decrease in ridership to both the San Francisco and Oakland airports to former riders 

now using Uber and Lyft. 

 

Ride-hail use in San Francisco is concentrated in the downtown and South of Market areas. 

That’s also where mass transit is concentrated, and thousands of ride-hail cars on the same streets 

can only make it even harder for buses to stay on schedule. 

 

http://www.sfexaminer.com/sf-residents-casualties-war-cars/


Plus, newer buses and trains have fewer seats. You can cram more people in during rush hour if 

they’re standing, not sitting. Standing on a bus is not a problem when you’re in your 20s or 30s, 

but for seniors or parents with young children, it is not always a good option. 

 

In addition, it’s hard to carry several grocery bags — or a diaper bag, toys and a stroller — on 

Muni. It’s not always easy for seniors to walk several blocks uphill to the nearest bus stop. 

Discouraging personal car use makes The City less friendly and less accessible for many families 

and seniors. 

 

For people with a lot of disposable income, or expense accounts they can charge, ride-hail 

companies may be a reasonable way to get around. But for seniors on fixed incomes or people 

who are less well-off, Uber and Lyft are simply too expensive for regular use. 

 

At least taxis have to pay a permit fee to operate in The City, and they can’t change their pricing 

on a whim. Ride-hail vehicles pay nothing to San Francisco and, with surge pricing, can cost you 

a lot more than a cab. 

San Francisco’s “war on cars” targets residents to give up their cars, while allowing — even 

encouraging — people from out of town to drive all over our city, as long as they’re doing it for 

money. 
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Don’t waste highway money on greedy private contractors 
Bruce Blanning 

The Sacramento Bee 

It has been more than two decades – and thousands of miles of crumbling roads and scores of 

decaying bridges – since California has had enough money to keep up with its highway needs. 

Relief is finally on the way in November. But as one of state Sen. John Moorlach’s latest failed 

bills proved, where there’s money, there’s greed. And as usual, the argument to privately profit 

at taxpayer expense is shrouded in unwarranted criticism of dedicated public servants (“Stop 

ignoring Caltrans waste,” Viewpoints, June 28). 

Moorlach proposed giving half of the engineering work on California’s highways to private 

firms through no-bid contracts. He cited phony figures – ginned up from the same private 

companies that want to gorge themselves on tax dollars – to try to justify his false assertion that 

it would be cheaper for taxpayers. 

In reality, a state engineer’s pay and benefits cost $122,000 a year, less than half the $246,000 

for a contract engineer to do the same work, as noted in the state budget. 

The state has nearly 1,000 contract engineers doing work that Caltrans employees can perform at 

half the cost. Over a year, the difference is a whopping $100 million, enough to repair the 

Pioneer Bridge between Sacramento and West Sacramento five or six times with money left 

over. 

http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/soapbox/article159188699.html


Other states have seen the same thing. New Orleans decided last year to hire engineers rather 

than outsource the design work for $2 billion in street projects because contracting would be 

twice as expensive. A 2016 audit found Utah’s transportation department was paying contractors 

triple the cost of state engineers. 

Why does this happen? In California, state law allows engineering contracts to be awarded 

without competitive bids. Polls show that 80 percent of taxpayers support competitive bidding. 

Lawmakers were wise to reject Moorlach’s proposal. 

As California prepares to fix our transportation system, let’s not waste public money by 

overpaying private companies. California is best served when a publicly employed professional 

engineer designs and inspects infrastructure projects. 
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RM3 Offers Huge Promise for the Bay’s Ferries 
Joel Williams  

San Francisco Bay Crossings 

The Bay Area suffers from some of the worst traffic congestion in the country, overwhelming 

our freeways and current transit systems. A recent Bay Area Council poll revealed that 83 

percent of Bay Area residents believe that our elected officials must treat Bay Area traffic like an 

emergency and work together on major transportation solutions to be implemented in the next 

few years. 

   

To that end, preparations are currently underway by the California State Legislature and the 

Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) to bring a new bridge toll funding measure, 

called Regional Measure 3 (RM3), to Bay Area ballots in 2018. In anticipation of the new 

measure, regional agencies have begun discussions over priorities for programs and projects. 

   

Ferries should be at the top of the list, as they offer one of the only near-term capacity 

enhancement opportunities to help alleviate the region’s transportation crisis, vessels can in 

theory be deployed on new routes in less than a year. 

   

As anyone who has experienced crowded ferries can attest, the current funding and service levels 

are not enough. The Vallejo route is already operating at 94 percent capacity during peak hours 

and the Alameda/Oakland route is at 88 percent. Add a Giants game to the mix and there are 

frequently passengers left behind, sometimes waiting for more than an hour for the next boat to 

arrive. 

   

The Water Emergency Transportation Authority (WETA)—the agency that oversees the region’s 

ferry network—currently relies on Regional Measure 2 (RM2) bridge toll funds to subsidize its 

existing operations, and does not have access to other sources of state or local transit revenue 

that support other transit agency operations. RM3 presents the only real opportunity for the 

system to grow. The State Legislature and MTC are currently meeting with stakeholders and will 

http://www.baycrossings.com/dispnews.php?id=3633


be developing project lists over the summer months with the goal of bringing a RM3 bill to the 

floor by September 1, 2017. 

   

WETA has formed a strategic plan of proposed principles and investments as a part of these 

discussions about RM3. The plan presents a vision for expanded and enhanced ferry service 

throughout San Francisco Bay—including enhanced services on existing routes, establishing new 

routes and services, and continuing to develop emerging projects. This program would require 

$49 million in new annual operating funds and $725 million in capital funds, including $575 

million to support new assets and $150 million to provide local match for rehabilitation and 

replacement of existing system assets. This plan also presents the case for greater support and 

flexibility from RM2 funds to support the continued operation of existing services. 

   

The proposed RM3 investment principles support development of a program of projects that can 

be delivered within the next 10 years and would offer near-term congestion relief to the Bay 

Area’s congested bridge corridors. With new operating funds from RM3, WETA could rapidly 

enhance frequency on existing routes and double capacity across the system, raising the capacity 

to the equivalent of one and a half lanes of traffic on the Bay Bridge or 30 BART cars during the 

peak hour. 

   

Ridership across the WETA system has nearly doubled in recent years to 2.5 million passengers 

annually, but ridership remains a fraction of the 55 million passengers that crisscrossed the Bay 

in the 1930s prior to the construction of the bridges. There is great opportunity to further scale 

operations and restore the proven regional transportation system from 80 years ago to strengthen 

regional mobility and provide a crucial emergency response capability in the event of an 

earthquake or other unplanned events. 

   

New operating and capital revenue from RM3 could also enable WETA to expand service to new 

locations such as Mission Bay, Richmond and Redwood City. The integration of a more dynamic 

fleet size can also open up southern parts of the bay, as well as northern areas near the Port of 

Sonoma and out the Carquinez Strait. New high-speed, smaller 50-passenger vessels can land at 

existing marinas and harbors and do not require extensive landside infrastructure or Bay 

dredging, thereby delivering the service much more quickly than larger vessels. Future ferry 

service could provide the region’s residents a comfortable, congestion-free commute to all 

corners of the Bay. 

   

At full buildout, the WETA proposed system will offer 15-minute or 30-minute peak service 

frequencies and 29 vessels serving 14 terminals throughout San Francisco Bay. This level of 

investment would increase peak period ferry capacity by close to 80 percent, providing the 

equivalent of 474 transbay buses during the morning peak period. Ferry ridership would likely 

increase to more than 20,000 daily travelers, up from 9,000 today. The program also can be 

delivered relatively early, with the first phase of enhancements opening within two years of 

funding. 

   



In addition, the WETA system will set the national standard for minimized environmental impact 

by investing in the cleanest Environmental Protection Agency standard Tier III engines. Because 

the majority of ferry riders would otherwise drive single occupancy vehicles, improved and 

expanded ferry service would eliminate millions of cars from the region’s congested highways 

each year. WETA also supports 115 maritime union jobs on the WETA vessels and in their 

maintenance facilities and terminals. 

         

Bay Crossings urges you to encourage your local officials to support prioritization of ferries in 

the RM3 expenditure plan to make a truly generational impact on the region’s transportation 

system. And of course, you will need to support and vote for RM3 when it appears on local 

ballots in 2018. The future economic vitality of the Bay Area depends on it. 
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SF’s traffic planners weren’t expecting rise of Uber, Lyft 
Matier & Ross 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Hard to believe, but San Francisco’s transit wonks were caught completely off guard by the ride-

hailing revolution that now floods the city with thousands of cars daily. 

In fact, when the city was drawing up its transportation “Major Strategic Plan” back in 2012, 

planners thought “ride shares” meant car pooling. So as the Municipal Transportation Agency 

drew up a blueprint for more bus- and bike-only lanes — and less space for cars — it was blind 

to the wave of Uber and Lyft cars that was about to inundate the streets. 

“I don’t think anyone anticipated this would happen, including Lyft and Uber,” said 

transportation agency chief Ed Reiskin. 

Randy Rentschler of the Metropolitan Transportation Commission, which oversees regional 

transportation planning, said city officials may have fallen victim to their vision of how things 

should be instead of how they are. 

“Public policy often aims for a certain outcome — and as such, it can be harder to predict what 

you don’t want to happen, so you don’t see it,” Rentschler said. 

Tipping Point Community Founder Daniel Lurie explains his charity's donation to S.F.'s medical 

respite center for the homeless. City public health chief Barbara Garcia is at his right, and Mayor 

Ed Lee and city homeless programs head Jeff Kositisky is at his left. Tipping Point’s Daniel 

Lurie may be looking at run for SF mayor Traffic flows through the Bay Bridge toll plaza on 

Thursday, June 8, 2017, in Oakland, Calif. Bay Area voters may be asked to OK bridge toll hike 

of up to $3 The Chase Center, located in the Mission Bay district of San Francisco, will be the 

future home of the Golden State Warriors. The 18,000 seat arena will also host entertainment 

events. These computer-generated renderings show an approximation of how the finished arena 

will look. It's expected to be completed in 2019. Foes of Warriors’ SF arena aren’t giving up A 

security guard watches over a metal detector at an employee entrance of the UPS distribution 

http://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/matier-ross/article/SF-s-traffic-planners-weren-t-expecting-rise-11262399.php


where Jimmy Chanh Lam shot and killed three co-workers. UPS killer may have walked through 

metal detector 

In fact, Uber and Lyft now carry 283,000 people per workday in San Francisco and make up 9 

percent of all vehicle trips in the city, according to a recent survey by the city Transportation 

Authority. 

And for the first time in years, Muni ridership has dropped. 

City Hall is increasingly interested in ways to ease the congestion that some officials blame on 

ride hailing. City Attorney Dennis Herrera has subpoenaed documents from Uber and Lyft to try 

to determine whether the firms are complying with city traffic, disability access and 

environmental regulations. Supervisor Jane Kim has suggested a 20-cent-per-ride fee to raise 

money for unspecified anticongestion measures. 

Uber has put out feelers that it would be willing to talk with the city. But it wants the 

conversation to include all aspects of congestion, including the surge in double-parked delivery 

trucks, the growth of bike lanes and other street reconfigurations designed to slow traffic. 

“The feeling (at City Hall) seems to be, ‘If you can’t beat ’em, tax ’em,’ but at this point I’d just 

like them to give us more information so we can see what is really going on,” said Supervisor 

Aaron Peskin. 

Wouldn’t we all. 
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From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2017 11:09 AM 

To: VTA Board of Directors; VTA Advisory Committee Members 

Subject: VTA Connections Newsletter - July 2017 

 

VTA Board of Directors and VTA Advisory Committee Members: 

 

Below is VTA’s newsletter for July 2017.  It can also be accessed using this link:  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAVTA/bulletins/1a756c0 

 

Please share with your constituents. 

 

Thank you. 

             

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
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Newly built pedestrian undercrossing extension at Santa Clara Caltrain station 

 

Meet the Board 

A monthly feature on VTA leadership 

Each month, we'll introduce a couple of our new board members so 

you can get to know more about who's working on the important 

transportation issues in Santa Clara County. 

Charles "Chappie" Jones - San Jose City 

Councilmember, VTA Board member 

Councilmember Jones represents District 1 in west 

San Jose. Stevens Creek Boulevard, a major transit 

corridor connecting San Jose to Cupertino, forms 

the northern edge of this district, and with 

destinations like the Winchester Mystery House in the district and 

Valley Fair Mall and Santana Row close by, improvements to 

IN THIS ISSUE  

 Meet the Board 

 VTA's New Fare Policy 

 Ped Tunnel Ready for 

Use 

 Story - Keyes Complete 

Street Design Needs 

Your Opinion 

 
For questions or more 

information about VTA 

please contact Customer 



highways, expressways and the bus network are a focus for 

Councilmember Jones.  After previously serving on VTA’s Policy 

Advisory Committee and the State Route 85 Corridor Policy 

Advisory Board, Councilmember Jones joined the VTA Board this 

year. He serves on VTA's Safety, Security, Transit Planning and 

Operations Committee (SSTPO.) 

 

Lan Diep – San Jose City 

Councilmember, VTA Board member  

Councilmember Diep joined the San Jose City 

Council and the VTA Board in 2017 and represents 

Council District 4, the city’s northernmost 

district.  This area includes Alviso, North San José, 

and the Berryessa neighborhood, which will soon see the opening of 

the Berryessa BART station. In his capacity as a member of VTA's 

BART Silicon Valley Ad Hoc Committee, Director Diep is providing 

important guidance on the planning, development and design 

of  BART Phase II (Berryessa through downtown San Jose to Santa 

Clara.)  He also serves on  VTA's Congestion Management, Program 

and Planning Committee (CMPP). 
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VTA's New Fare Policy 

Service 408.321.2300 or 

Community Outreach 

408.321.7575 

 

Visit www.vta.org 

Like us on Facebook 

Follow us on Twitter, 

Instagram, and YouTube  

 

TAKE VTA TO FUN! 

Summer Reading Challenge - 

Now through July 31, all SJ 

Public Library Branches 

Downtown SJ Farmer's 

Market. -  

Every Friday now through 

November 10 am - 2 pm 

San Jose Jazz Summer Fest -

Aug. 11-13 Plaza de Cesar 

Chavez 

Call VTA Customer Service to 

plan a trip 408.321.2300 
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The VTA Board of Directors adopted VTA’s Fare Policy on June 1 

and approved the recommended fare structure changes. 

 

The newly adopted fare structure includes the following changes: 

- A base fare increase 

- Increased discounts on Youth fares 

- Free VTA-to-VTA transfers on Clipper only 

- Removal of the Community Bus fare category 

- Restructuring of VTA’s Eco Pass Program 

- Continuation of the Transit Assistance Program for low-income 

adults 

Read more.                                                    Back to Top 

 

Ped Tunnel Ready for Use 
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Visitors tour the newly built undercrossing extension at the Caltrain station in Santa Clara. 

Bicyclists and pedestrians now have a new, safe and easy pathway to 

the other side of the tracks at the Santa Clara Caltrain station. 

 

On Friday, June 30, VTA General Manager and CEO Nuria 

Fernandez, led a host of local elected leaders in revealing the newly 

built extension of the pedestrian tunnel.  The tunnel now connects San 

Jose’s Brokaw Road and Coleman Avenue area to the 

Caltrain/ACE/Capitol Corridor train lines in Santa Clara. 

Read more.                                                        Back to Top 

 

Story - Keyes Complete Street Design Needs 

Your Opinion 
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Story Keyes Complete Street project will make the corridor more accessible to all users: cars, transit, 

bikes and pedestrians 

Your streets, your opinion.  While VTA embarks on a plan to 

transform certain busy thoroughfares in the South Bay into corridors 

of safe, enjoyable access for all users, we want your input on what the 

design of those projects should look like. 

 

Complete Streets provide safe access for all users, including 

pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and 

abilities. Complete Streets improvements make it safer to cross the 

street, walk to shops, take transit, and ride a bike for everyday trips. 

Read more.                                                      Back to Top 

 

Please feel free to share and post these articles and links on your 

networks! 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 
Conserve paper. Think before you print.  
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BART: Release footage of mob attack 
Scott Herhold 

San Jose Mercury News 

For the folks anticipating the arrival of BART in San Jose, the challenges generally are cast in 

engineering or financial terms: How difficult will it be to bore underground? How much will it 

cost? What are the physical obstacles? And how many people will ride? 

Fair as those questions are, we shouldn’t forget that BART is a governmental entity, too, with all 

the frailties that implies. What has happened since a disturbing April 22 attack at the Coliseum 

station has done little to renew faith in a troubled BART administration. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/06/bart-release-footage-of-mob-attack/


This has a special resonance because of the news of a second robbery by a group of teenagers at 

the same station last Friday. In the latest case, a rider retrieved a stolen iPhone7 — and a BART 

police team reportedly stopped at least ten kids who fled the scene. 

The April robbery remains more harrowing. A mob of 40 to 60 kids jumped over the fare gates 

and held up a Dublin-bound train around 9:30 p.m on a Saturday, robbing seven passengers and 

banging up two. Then they jumped back over the gates and vanished. 

After examining surveillance tape from the train, BART sought arrest warrants and reported the 

arrests of at least two teenagers. The investigation continues. The transit agency refuses to 

release footage of the incident, saying the attackers appear to be minors. It has not released 

footage of last Friday’s robbery, either. 

Here’s the issue: BART’s reason for secrecy is wholly unconvincing. As the newspaper 

“Fugitive Watch News’’ pointed out recently, other police departments routinely release this 

kind of footage, even if it shows minors. The video was recorded in a public place. 

“By refusing to release this video BART isn’t upholding the law, it is shielding the criminals and 

putting the public in danger,’’ the newspaper wrote. “BART claims to be taking a principled 

position, but it really is acting irresponsibly and in breach of the public trust.’’ 

There are a couple of reasons for releasing the footage. Though BART says it has strengthened 

its law enforcement presence since the incident, the video would reveal just what dangers BART 

riders can face. It keeps the conversation front and center. 

Second, high-quality footage can help identify and locate bad guys. No police department, 

whether it’s Oakland PD or BART, can afford to ignore tips from the public. A release of the 

footage is a little like crowd-sourcing: It invites a broader range of people to call in. 

From the beginning, BART has held information on the incident tightly. When the attack first 

occurred, BART did not publicize the news immediately, although officials said a summary was 

included in a daily police log available to the media by email. The attack was not revealed 

generally until Monday morning, April 24. 

When I asked BART spokeswoman Alicia Trost why the footage was not being released, she 

responded with an email that said: “BART Police have made the determination that the records 

you seek relate to the taking of minors into custody, making them duly exempt.’’ 

Actually, no one was taken into custody on that harrowing Saturday night — and that’s part of 

the problem. “We’re asking for the crime in progress so that the perpetrators can be identified 

and the public can be warned,’’ says Steve Ferdin, an ex-cop and the co-founder of Fugitive 

Watch. 

BART has said the robbery is “neither reflective of the safety of our system nor of public 

transportation generally.’’ If that’s true, then let people see the events for themselves. We’ll all 

have a better idea of what needs to be fixed before the trains arrive in San Jose. 

Back to Top 



 

Speed limit to be lowered to 15 mph around three Willow Glen schools 
Julia Baum 

San Jose Mercury News 

The speed limit on streets around three K-12 schools in the Willow Glen neighborhood will be 

lowered to 15 mph this summer. 

Parents and San Jose city officials hope slower traffic around Willow Glen Middle School, 

Willow Glen High School and Galarza Elementary School will reduce the risk of pedestrian 

accidents. 

The middle and high schools were the latest to ask the city for a speed reduction; Galarza made 

its request last year. Presentation High School saw lower speeds enacted last year. 

State law allows speed limits in school zones to be reduced only if the street has two lanes or 

fewer and a speed limit of 25 mph or greater. 

According to a city transportation staff memo, the five roads adjacent to those schools whose 

speed limits will be lowered are Cottle Avenue between Curtner Avenue and Dry Creek Road, 

Dry Creek between Cottle and Cherry avenues, Cherry between Curtner and Dry Creek, Pine 

Avenue from Bird Avenue to Arbor Drive, and Willow Glen Way between Bird and Arbor. 

The push to reduce speed limits around Willow Glen’s schools predates new District 6 

Councilwoman Devora “Dev” Davis’ time on the city council by several years, but the issue has 

followed her into office. 

“It really came from the community,” Davis said in an interview. “When I was campaigning and 

knocking on those doors on Cherry (Avenue), the biggest concern was during pickup and dropoff 

hours.” 

Davis said some neighbors brought up the tragic accident involving a 14-year-old boy who was 

hit and killed by a car in front of Archbishop Mitty High School almost two years ago. 

“There was a lot of concern about making sure that didn’t happen to the Willow Glen kids,” she 

added. 

Although the car in front of Mitty was not speeding in the 25 mph zone, the odds of surviving an 

accident greatly increase when a vehicle goes even slower. 

“All of the neighbors I talked to, the main concern was safety,” Davis said. “If a car is only going 

15 mph, you are almost guaranteed you will live through it. You will get injuries, obviously…but 

you’re going to live.” 

Transportation deputy director Laura Wells said the city did an experimental speed reduction 

program several years ago and found it “didn’t have a significant impact on speed because 

usually it’s congested in school zones.” 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/06/speed-limits-to-be-lowered-around-several-willow-glen-schools/


Davis also said Cherry is “relatively quiet during the off hours” as well, but the city is seizing the 

opportunity to potentially prevent another fatality by using funds allocated for traffic calming 

projects. 

Davis, the mother of two children who attend neighborhood schools, added, “I hope that the 

decreased speed limit will inspire more parents to let their kids walk to school.” 

The new speed limit signs at all three schools will cost approximately $12,600 and should be 

installed before the new school year. 
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Summer pavement work to include a road diet, bike lanes 
Julia Baum 

San Jose Mercury News 

To discourage speeding, pavement work crews this summer are narrowing some of the vehicle 

lanes on several streets in San Jose, including Kooser Road and Curtner and Union avenues, and 

adding bike lanes. 

Kooser Road has been particularly problematic, transportation department deputy director 

Jessica Zenks said in an interview last week. At the behest of neighbors, she said, the wide four-

lane street will be reconfigured to one lane in each direction plus a center turn lane between 

Camden Avenue and Blossom Hill Road. 

“People are speeding even more than they are on Union and Curtner,” Zenks said. “This is a 

residential street and people are going 43 mph. The community is overwhelmingly in favor of a 

road diet.” 

While the street’s generous width has attracted some speed demons, Zenks said it also works in 

residents’ favor because no parking spaces will need to be eliminated to accommodate buffered 

bike lanes in each direction. 

Zenks added that Curtner will be repaved “all the way from Booksin (Avenue) and going 

westward to the city limits.” And the bike lanes on Curtner will extend all the way down to Tully 

Road to create a continuous route for riders. 

“That (road) already has some improved bikeways as well, so that’s a really strong crossing 

corridor once we finish it,” Zenks added. 

Both Union and Curtner will have their lanes narrowed and some parking spaces removed to 

make room for more bike lanes as well–about 55 spaces on Curtner and up to 70 on Union. 

“Each of the lanes that remain will be a bit narrower because we’re hearing that people speed,” 

Zenks said. “It will also give the impression to drivers that they should be going a little bit more 

slowly. When you have 10-foot lanes on average, it’s a clear signal that this is not a freeway, this 

is people’s houses, and that’s very important.” 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/05/summer-pavement-work-to-include-a-road-diet-bike-lanes/


Although residents adjacent to Union were reportedly not happy about losing any parking spots 

near their homes for left turns, Zenks said staff “tried to be very judicious” about removing as 

few as possible and which ones. Staff noted that “people who use the parking that may be 

removed can find another space to park within one block.” Staff also noted it’s still reviewing 

parking impacts and how to minimize them. 

“We’ve done design plans and really tried to minimize where that parking would need to be 

removed,” she said. “We try to design to minimize any hardship for people because we 

understand some people have mobility challenges.” 

The transportation department is also proposing to either enhance or add bike lanes down the 

corridor between Booksin and Bascom avenues to intersect with existing bike lanes on Curtner. 

Meanwhile, a plan to widen part of Branham Lane received a $2 million infusion from the city 

council last week. 
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No bike? No worries: easy rentals without the hassle of locks 
Erin Baldassari 

San Jose Mercury News 

Beginning Tuesday, the East Bay’s first bike share stations will go live, making it a little easier 

for people to get around without a car. 

 

Motivate, which operates the region’s bike share system, Ford GoBike, began installing the bike 

racks in Oakland, Berkeley and Emeryville on Monday. The company plans to have more than 

40 stations in operation and over 400 bikes available for its official East Bay launch on July 11. 

 

The launch is part of a ten-fold expansion of the system, which began with some 70 stations and 

700 bicycles clustered in San Francisco’s downtown and spread throughout Palo Alto, Redwood 

City, Mountain View and San Jose. The company is in the process of expanding the system to 

7,000 bikes, with roughly 1,500 of them expected to be in place in the East Bay by Labor Day. 

By spring 2018 San Jose will have 1,000 bikes and San Francisco will have 4,500. 

 

“To actually finally have it happen is personally very rewarding,” said Paolo Cosulich-Schwartz, 

the outreach and communications manager for Motivate. It’s taken roughly two years, he said, to 

complete planning, station mapping and permitting. “Both as an East Bay native and a longtime 

SF resident, I’m excited to see how this will transform how people get around.” 

 

This program is designed for short-term rentals, with users picking up a bike and dropping it off 

at any station throughout the system, rather than keeping it with them all day. 

 

Users have the option of signing up for annual memberships, single-use rides, day passes, or 

three-day passes to rent a bike for between 30 minutes and one hour. Bikes can be checked out 

and dropped off at any station within the system, and users can pay with a credit card, through 

Motivate’s mobile app and in some cases, with cash. 

 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/07/bike-share-stations-rolling-out-in-the-east-bay-south-bay-station-expansion-coming-soon/


The stations, which are mostly located on city streets, have eaten up street parking in some cities. 

In Berkeley, for example, the city will lose 74 spaces, including 42 metered spaces, said Farid 

Javandel, the city’s transportation manager. Under its agreement with Motivate, the company is 

able to use up to 20 metered spaces for free, but must compensate Berkeley for any additional 

lost metered spaces. Javendel estimated 20 metered spaces generates roughly $70,000 to $80,000 

per year. 

 

An installation team works on securing the bike racks for Ford GoBike outside City Hall in 

Emeryville, Calif., on Thursday, July 6, 2017. Ford GoBike, formerly known as Bay Area Bike 

Share, is in the process of installing stations throughout the East Bay as part of its ten-fold 

expansion from 700 bikes to 7,000. (Laura A. Oda/Bay Area News Group) 

An installation team works on securing the bike racks for Ford GoBike outside City Hall in 

Emeryville, Calif., on Thursday, July 6, 2017. (Laura A. Oda/Bay Area News Group)  

Once the system is profitable, Motivate will share some of its revenues with cities, Javandel said, 

though it’s unclear how much money cities will reap from the service. 

 

It’s still a boon for Berkeley residents, though, Javendal said, who noted the city had considered 

funding a public bike share program, but would only have been able to afford a system half the 

size of the one they are getting with Motivate. And there are ancillary benefits of increasing 

bicycle usage, improving air quality, reducing greenhouse gas emissions and improving public 

health, he said. 

 

Cosulich-Schwartz said more people riding bikes may actually make parking more available if 

more people chose to leave their cars at home. One parking spot for a car can provide parking for 

up to eight bicycles. 

 

“(Bike share) can actually be part of the solution in tackling our congestion problems by 

managing our parking so that people who need it the most actually have it, (and) by providing 

another option for people who don’t have to drive,” he said. 

 

An installation team works on installing the bike racks for the Ford GoBikes outside City Hall in 

Emeryville, Calif., on Thursday, July 6, 2017. Ford GoBikes, formerly known as Bay Area Bike 

Share, is in the process of installing stations throughout the East Bay as part of its ten-fold 

expansion from 700 bikes to 7,000. (Laura A. Oda/Bay Area News Group) 

An installation team works on installing the bike racks for Ford GoBike outside City Hall in 

Emeryville, Calif., on Thursday, July 6, 2017. (Laura A. Oda/Bay Area News Group)  

Some social justice advocates who worked closely with Motivate and the Metropolitan 

Transportation Commission, a regional transportation planning agency that has spearheaded the 

effort to bring bike share to the Bay Area, have criticized the company for not doing enough to 

reach out to residents who could benefit most from the system because they don’t already have 

access to a bike or a car. 

 

In a draft of a report that is scheduled for release Monday, the transportation advocacy nonprofit 

TransForm, acknowledged that Motivate made some strides by providing a low-income discount, 

enabling users to pay for the system with cash, and extending the system along International 

Boulevard to Oakland’s Fruitvale neighborhood, one of the city’s lower-income neighborhoods. 



 

But, the stations stop at High Street, more than 60 blocks before Oakland’s border with San 

Leandro. And that’s a problem when it comes to encouraging people from low-income 

neighborhoods to use the system, said Clarrissa Cabansagan, the nonprofit’s community planner. 

 

“People might see the system and say, ‘Hey, that’s not for me because it’s not in my 

neighborhood,'” Cabansagan said. “If it’s not in my immediate vicinity, I’m less likely to go out 

of my way to use it in downtown Oakland, if I don’t see it on my block.” 

 

Cosulich-Schwartz agreed more work needs to be done and said the company might consider 

expanding the system outside of the core downtown areas in coming years. 

 

“We’re just trying to get this launch right first,” he said. 

How it works: 

Find a station: Visit FordGoBike.com to find a list of live stations. Stations will turn blue once 

they have been activated. 

 

Check out a bike: First, sign up for an annual membership to get an activation code. Or, for day-

pass users, use a credit card to purchase a pass at the station. Customers can also use the mobile 

app, “Ford GoBike,” to unlock a bike, or use a Clipper card, which are linked to annual 

members, at the station itself. 

 

Ride duration: Depends on the type of membership. Annual members get 45-minute rides. Low-

income customers with discounted memberships receive one-hour rides. Daily pass users get 30 

minute rides. 

 

Return the bike: At any station. Use the mobile app to make sure the station you’re going to isn’t 

full. If it is, press a button at the station kiosk that will give you another 15 minutes to ride to the 

next-nearest station. 

 

Get a discount: If you qualify for CalFresh, PG&E Care or the SFMTA’s Lifeline Pass, you can 

sign up online with a credit card. If you don’t have a credit card, visit 

FordGoBike.com/Pricing/BikeShareForAll for a list of retailers where you can pay with cash. 

 

What is costs: $149 for an annual membership that can be paid up front or in 10 installments of 

$14.90. More casual users can pay $9.95 for a day pass; sign up for a $20, three-day pass; or pay 

$3 to ride for a single-use trip. Customers who qualify for the low-income discount pay $5 for an 

annual membership. 
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Saratoga has ‘good’ roads, evaluation says 
Brandy Miceli 

San Jose Mercury News 

Saratoga’s roads are “very good,” or so a recent Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s 

evaluation revealed, giving the city’s streets an average score of 71 out of 100. Brookview Drive 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/07/saratoga-has-good-roads-evaluation-says/


earned the highest score with 94, but Kosich Drive earned zero. The low-scoring roads are 

balanced out by the high-scoring majority, resulting in the overall score. 

 

The commission provides reports on California cities’ roads every three years to assist cities in 

identifying the maintenance and repair needs of its streets, giving each city a Pavement 

Condition Index score between 0 and 100. The report is called the Pavement Management 

System update. 

 

Main arterials are Saratoga’s strong suit, according to the report, receiving an average score of 

83. The city’s collector roads and residential roads each received a score of 67. Each type of road 

holds a different weight when calculating the mean. Saratoga’s average of 71 is its highest since 

2012, when the city’s score was 76. 

 

The report also identifies how much money each city should allocate toward its roads over the 

next five years. The report stated that Saratoga has an estimated annual budget of $1 million 

toward road repair, with $300,000 of that toward preventative maintenance for the next five 

years. That amount of money would decrease the city’s road score to 64 by 2021 and leave a 

$29.1 million maintenance backlog. Delaying maintenance of city roads exponentially increases 

road maintenance costs in years to come. 

 

If Saratoga wants to maintain its score of 71 over the next five years, it would need to budget 

$3.4 million annually. To increase its score to 76, it would need to allocate an average of $5.2 

million per year. According to the recently proposed city budget for 2017-18, $2 million has 

been allocated toward roadway resurfacing and restoration. 

 

To calculate the Pavement Condition Index, the MTC uses a vehicle-driven, computerized data 

collection system for detecting crack distresses, and also makes visual observations for detecting 

non-crack pavement distresses. It splits its evaluation into sections, giving some areas of certain 

roads different scores than other areas of the same road. 
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Roadshow: Has Los Gatos traffic mess just moved to new neighborhoods? 
Gary Richards 

San Jose Mercury News 

Q: Your article on June 29 that states the traffic has improved in Los Gatos this summer is 

WRONG! 

 

Jessica Richter, Los Gatos 

A: Uh-oh. Incoming. 

 

Q: The closure of the street approaching the Highway 17 downtown entrance has pushed the 

traffic mess to the east side of town. A couple of weekends ago, people could not even get out of 

their driveways to go to the grocery store. 

 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/06/roadshow-has-los-gatos-traffic-mess-just-moved-to-new-neighborhoods/


I am 100 percent convinced, as are many other residents, that the problem is the result of 

WAZE/Google and their awful way of pushing traffic onto residential and surface streets so that 

people can save five minutes (supposedly). 

 

Why don’t you come here a few weekends and do some interviews and drive around before you 

tell us that all is fixed. Do you live here? If you do, you didn’t go to the other side of town or 

check out the discussions on Nextdoor. Jessica Richter 

 

A: It was a few other Los Gatos readers who believe traffic is a tad better this summer, though 

city officials agree that Waze is diverting drivers to other areas. 

 

Q: I’m here to say, respectfully, that the person who wrote in to say that downtown Los Gatos 

traffic is better is simply incorrect. Our neighborhood is one of the latest (surrounding Kennedy 

Road) to be so backed up on the weekends due to apps diverting cars, that we are essentially 

trapped in our homes. It is nearly all that is being discussed on NextDoor with every resident 

beyond frustrated. 

 

Liz Crites, Los Gatos 

 

A: And it’s a topic that has consumed many Roadshow columns and other Mercury News 

articles for a few years! Now onto a woman doing more than venting … 

 

Like Mr. Roadshow’s Facebook page for more questions and answers about Bay Area roads, 

freeways and commuting. 

 

Q: Since Los Gatos closed the on-ramp on North Santa Cruz Avenue, traffic has been pushed to 

quiet side streets. I live off of Los Gatos Boulevard and we had gridlocked traffic in front of our 

house and all the adjacent streets for four hours on a recent Saturday. I witnessed emergency 

vehicles going into oncoming traffic and frustrated drivers making illegal U-turns. 

 

Waze does not respond to the town issues. I have started a change.org petition with hundreds of 

signatures. 

 

Debbie Moessinger, Los Gatos 

 

A: Our Los Gatos reporter, Judy Peterson, has chronicled Moessinger’s efforts. The town council 

may revisit this thorny issue of cut-through beach traffic in a few weeks. To join the crusade or 

add your comments, go to www.change.org. 

 

Q: From the 1920s to 1990, the Piers Dairy leased grazing land from Stanford. For many years, 

they had an 8-acre ranch and dairy operation on Louis Road in Palo Alto where you could visit 

the drive-up window and purchase fresh milk and other dairy products. The ice cream novelties 

were always a summer treat. 

 

Eustice Haney 

 

http://www.change.org/


A: I’ll remember this blast from the past every time we drive by the cows grazing near the 

Stanford dish off Interstate 280. 
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Los Gatos cut-through traffic questions 
Judy Peterson 

San Jose Mercury News 

The town has posted answers to questions residents may have regarding cut-through beach 

traffic. The “Frequently Asked Questions”  are online at losgatosca.gov in the “What’s New” 

section. 

 

One question asks if the town can close the on-ramp at Highway 9 or the off-ramp at Lark 

Avenue. The answer is “no” because only Caltrans can do that. The answer reads, “The town has 

asked about the potential for those closures in the past, and Caltrans has said they will not 

consider it.” 

 

It also explains that “Local Traffic Only” signs are not enforceable, but says the town is looking 

into whether mapping applications will honor “advisory signage.” 
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Roadshow: Stuck on railroad tracks? Here’s how to save yourself 
Gary Richards 
San Jose Mercury News 
Q: Recently, my husband and daughter were driving on Gilman in Berkeley, when my observant 

daughter noticed a woman sitting in her car, stuck on the railroad tracks. My husband got the 

woman’s attention — she was on the phone to AAA — and he convinced her she needed to exit 

the car. Minutes later a train came and destroyed her car. 

My husband said when officers showed up, they acted like it was business as usual. So, here is 

my question: Is this common? 

Maria Spark 

A: This was one lucky lady, thanks to your quick-thinking husband and daughter. 

Train-car collisions have dropped significantly over the past few decades, but many drivers 

continue to gamble and try to beat the crossing gates as trains approach. Few cars stall on the 

tracks. More common is a car that finds traffic ahead stopped and can’t clear the rails. 

The city wants to build an underpass here, but that is many years away. 

If your vehicle stalls on the tracks, get everyone out and far away from the tracks. Debris from 

any collision will tend to fly in the direction the train is traveling and often can cause injuries. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/07/4658607/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/07/roadshow-stuck-on-railroad-tracks-heres-how-to-save-yourself/


Q: I have heard that there are people who time their entrances/exits onto the express lanes so that 

they can beat the cameras and not pay the tolls. This is just SO WRONG! What can be done 

about this? 

Kenny Yakushiji, Berkeley 

A: The cheating rate on the Interstate 580 toll lanes is around 20 percent. That is about half what 

it was the first few weeks after the lanes opened a year ago. 

Like Mr. Roadshow’s Facebook page for more questions and answers about Bay Area roads, 

freeways and commuting. 

Q: With reference to the concern about slow drivers in the Interstate 680 toll lane, a far greater 

concern are vehicles that violate the painted separation median multiple times, presumably to 

avoid paying the toll. I witness such violations virtually every day. 

I find myself holding back to about 60 mph, to the probable annoyance of following traffic, in 

fear of needing to conduct a sudden deceleration to avoid these violators. 

Frank Jesse, Alamo 

A: A reminder that drivers who pull this stunt can be ticketed for an unsafe lane change, which –

unlike a carpool citation — is a moving violation that can increase their annual insurance rates 

$300 a year. 

Q: Although I’ve certainly seen my share of disgusting incidents on BART, my experience with 

the station agents has been vastly different than some of your correspondents report. They are 

very responsive, especially if you get the car number (by the connecting doors at each end of the 

car), give the agent a rough idea of the car’s position and tell the agent exactly where the mess is 

(e.g., the left-hand side of the last row). 

The last time I had the need to do this, the agent at North Berkeley was on the phone as soon as 

he wrote down the information to alert BART to have a crew ready when the train got to 

Richmond. 

Norm Vance, Berkeley 

A: And when you did report this problem, the agent offered a nice thank you. 
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BART communication with public questioned after 2nd teen mob robbery 
Steve Rubenstein  

San Francisco Chronicle 

A BART director who was at an Oakland station when a pack of teenagers committed a violent 

robbery — the second such incident at the station in three months — said Thursday she was 

concerned both about crime on the system and BART’s recent decision to release less public 

information about crimes. 

http://www.sfgate.com/crime/article/BART-communication-with-public-questioned-after-11271333.php


 

Despite running a website and social media accounts and offering service alerts via email and 

text to its vast ridership, BART does not regularly publish details about crimes. A month ago, in 

the wake of the first teen mob robbery, it stopped providing daily summaries of crimes to the 

media. 

 

As a result, the robbery last Friday at Coliseum Station in Oakland wasn’t widely known until 

The Chronicle reported on it after speaking to one of the victims Wednesday, five days later. The 

woman said her iPhone was snatched and then returned to her by a heroic fellow passenger who 

confronted the teens and had to withstand a barrage of punches and kicks on the concrete train 

platform. 

Lateefah Simon, who joined the board of directors last year, said she plans to meet with BART’s 

police chief, Carlos Rojas, who was sworn in May 25, and “find out face-to-face what we’re 

going to do” about crime on the transit system, which saw a surge of robberies this year. And 

Simon said she “wanted to know more about how we inform the public.” 

 

About six months after it came to light that BART has security cameras that were either 

dummies or weren't working, the transit agency revealed on Wednesday that by the end of the 

day every train car in the fleet is  

Simon said she didn’t witness much of the robbery, but recalled a woman shouting, “Hey, hey, 

hey, hey,” as a group of “young children, sixth- or seventh-graders,” ran away. 
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BART is hiding the truth about rising robberies on its trains 
San Francisco Chronicle 

BART has a crime problem, and the agency is doing its best to hide it. Two teen swarm attacks 

in three months at the same station have yielded no public warnings and little notice, only the 

barest of bureaucratic posting. 

 

With robberies rising on the mainstay commute system, there needs to be clear notice and advice 

to riders concerned about safety. Police announcements, requests for witnesses and public 

warnings are missing. Passengers aren’t clued in on the extent of the problem or what they can 

do to protect themselves and help authorities. 

 

The latest incident involved a group of some 10 teen robbers who grabbed an iPhone 7 from a 

female passenger and fled the train at the Coliseum Station. An off-duty 62-year-old security 

guard spotted the trouble, pursued the pack and retrieved the device. His good citizen actions are 

praiseworthy, as was the quick work by BART police who caught up with the alleged attackers. 

They were detained, photographed and released with future charges a possibility. 

 

Word of the attack, however, didn’t filter out for days. That’s also what happened in April when 

a larger mob of 40 youths jumped fare gates and swept aboard a BART car at the same station. 

They roughed up and robbed riders before taking off. Two suspects were later arrested and 

charged with undisclosed offenses. 

 

http://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/editorials/article/BART-is-hiding-the-truth-about-rising-robberies-11271223.php


In the April incident, a bare-bones summary was included in a police log emailed to reporters 

who had signed up for such notices, a procedure that drew little notice until a Chronicle staffer 

reported the attack. Afterward, that unsatisfactory process was overhauled, putting all BART 

crime reports on a public website, CrimeMapping.com. But the new practice understates the 

extent of the incident and does little to warn passengers or solicit public help. 

 

The two attacks aren’t isolated. Robberies aboard BART trains climbed 45 percent in the past 

year. In the first three months of this year, there were 71 incidents, compared with 49 in the same 

period the year before. 

 

BART is taking steps to address the problem, ranging from full installation of surveillance 

cameras aboard each car to increased patrols by the transit agency’s police force. These are 

positive pushes in reducing crime and tracking lawbreakers. 

 

But the public isn’t getting the full story on the extent of the problem and what they can do. 

Muffling crime reports poorly serves riders who need to know more to protect themselves and 

other commuters. BART is a vital service that hundreds of thousands of riders depend on. They 

aren’t getting the full protection they deserve. 
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Staying safe on BART: Seven quick tips 
George Kelly 

East Bay Times 

Here are seven quick tips BART riders can follow to raise their safety and make their daily 

transit use run more smoothly. 

Read safety placards and signs mounted aboard trains and stations. 

Listen to train operators’ latest announcements on travel progress and schedule delays. 

Don’t let gadgets get in the way: devices are often a welcome distraction from the crush of a 

crowded commute or long transit times, but attention to the state of your surroundings can reap 

big benefits. 

Take note of your BART car’s number, which should be posted above the rear door of each car. 

In the event of an incident, sharing that number can help investigators respond more quickly and 

can aid investigators’ search for surveillance video. 

If a police officer, station agents or other personnel are not nearby, look for a white courtesy 

phone on a station platform or call BART Police at 1-877-679-7000 or 510-464-7000. 

Sign up for email alerts and advisories in order to stay abreast of changing conditions within the 

system, such as equipment issues or police activity. 

Download the iOS or Android versions of the BARTwatch App to make reports. 

http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2017/07/06/staying-safe-on-bart-seven-quick-tips/


Riders can learn more about these tips and other best practices during next month’s National 

Night Out events at a half-dozen stations. Raffles, giveaways, booths, and demonstrations on 

public safety are set for 4 to 7 p.m. Aug. 1 at the system’s Fruitvale, San Leandro, El Cerrito 

Plaza, Concord, 24th Street, and Daly City stations. 
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San Francisco’s new sleeper bus service to LA 
Jack Burrell  

San Jose Mercury News 

The very idea of a bus with cushy beds conjures up images of J.K. Rowling’s Knight Bus, the 

crazy triple-decker bus for woebegone wizards in need of transportation. Set aside the zanier 

aspects and replace Diagon Alley with Santa Monica, and you’ve got Cabin, a sleek new sleeper 

bus that launched last week. 

 

The glossy black bus, which offers cozy little sleeping quarters, luxury bedding, a communal 

bathroom and a Wi-Fi-equipped lounge, makes the San Francisco-Los Angeles run overnight. 

One-way tickets start at $115 (an increase over last year’s tab). Board the bus on Bryant Street 

by 11 p.m., wake up in Santa Monica the next morning at 7 a.m. — or 9 a.m., if you want to 

sleep in a bit or check email over coffee in the lounge. 

 

When the project — founded by Stanford alums Tom Currier and Gaetano Crupi and originally 

called the SleepBus — did a pilot run last year, tickets sold out in three days and more than 

20,000 people landed on the waiting list. Now the bus is rolling. Find out more — and make 

reservations — at www.ridecabin.com. 

Back to Top 

 

Speak up about potholes and cracked sidewalks 
Christopher B. Dolan  

The San Francisco Examiner 

This week’s question comes from Daniela in Bernal Heights, who told me the other day about a 

pothole in a crosswalk in her neighborhood that never seems to get fixed and keeps getting 

worse. She is afraid a bicyclist or pedestrian is going to get seriously injured and wonders why 

The City has not repaired the crosswalk. 

 

Daniela, I am glad you are alarmed. You should be. It’s so important to prevent injuries and keep 

people safe. Fortunately, you can turn your concern into action by taking steps to help make San 

Francisco a better place for older people, disabled people, people on bicycles and everyone else. 

You can report dangerous conditions before people are injured. 

 

Streets, crosswalks and sidewalks in San Francisco are often a mess. Cracks, potholes, sidewalk 

sections displaced by tree roots and missing utility covers injure too many people every year. 

The City has admitted in lawsuits that cracks or holes in sidewalks and crosswalks that have a 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/07/05/san-franciscos-new-sleeper-bus-service-to-la/
http://www.ridecabin.com/
http://www.sfexaminer.com/dolan-speak-potholes-cracked-sidewalks/


“vertical separation” of only half an inch or more are “obstructions” that can cause people to trip 

and fall or that can impede disabled people. Falls can be devastating and can cause long-lasting, 

debilitating injuries. 

 

San Francisco claims to inspect the condition of its roadways every two years, so they can create 

a “condition score” for the pavement. The City also has a program that tries to inspect a set 

number of blocks of sidewalks each year. Unfortunately, potholes, cracks and other dangerous 

conditions arise more frequently and can severely injure people before The City gets around to 

performing scheduled inspections. 

 

This is where you come in. The City of San Francisco has a program called “311 San Francisco 

At Your Service.” It allows you to obtain a great deal of information from The City, but it also 

allows you to report dangerous conditions in sidewalks and streets. You can go online to 

www.sf311.org and make a service request. You can either create an account with SF311 that 

will allow you to track your request, or you can make a request for repairs anonymously. You 

can even attach photographs of the dangerous condition to document what needs to be fixed. 

 

If you have a smartphone, it is even easier. You can download the SF311 app, which allows you 

to take photographs of dangerous sidewalks, streets and sidewalks and alert The City 

immediately about the problem. You can literally do it as soon as you see the hazard. Take a 

picture and report the danger to The City as you walk away. 

 

Once San Francisco receives a 311 complaint about a problem, it should send an inspector from 

the Department of Public Works, or another responsible department, to inspect the scene. The 

inspectors are supposed to document the condition and contact whomever is responsible for 

fixing it. I have seen letters that inspectors have sent to property owners about repairing 

sidewalks and to utilities such as PG&E about replacing missing utility box covers in sidewalks. 

I have even seen letters that San Francisco inspectors have sent to other city departments telling 

them to fix dangerous conditions in sidewalks, such as missing water meter lids. 

 

Unfortunately, I have seen these letters after there has been an injury when The City or the 

property owner fails to take action to repair the defect and a lawsuit is brought. You see, a city 

can only be held legacy accountable for conditions that they knew, or should have known, about. 

Therefore, your report should prompt The City to take action so they don’t get sued and, if they 

fail to act responsibly, it creates a trail to show liability when they fail to inspect and correct the 

defect. 

 

Please, download the SF311 app on your cellphone and let San Francisco know as soon as you 

see something dangerous. You will probably never know whose life or health you have saved, 

but you will know that you are doing your part to make San Francisco a safer place for everyone. 
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What would get you to buy an electric car? California is working on it 
Alexei Koseff 

The Sacramento Bee 

http://www.sf311.org/
http://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article159821544.html


Amid the cows and corn dogs, visitors to the California State Fair this month will also have the 

chance to try out an electric car. 

 

For three days, the California Plug-In Electric Vehicle Collaborative plans to bring a test course 

and as many as a dozen models to the fairground, including the new Chrysler Pacifica, the first 

plug-in minivan. 

 

Scores of these ride-and-drive events, from Fleet Week in San Francisco to the apple festival in 

Tehachapi, have put more than 4,000 Californians behind the wheel of an electric car over the 

past two-and-a-half years, according to the group, helping to propel interest in the nascent 

market. 

 

“Most people don’t ever buy a car without driving it, touching it, feeling it, asking questions of 

people who are knowledgeable,” said Gennet Paauwe, a spokeswoman for the collaborative of 

automakers, utilities, environmental organizations and government agencies that promotes 

electric vehicle adoption. “And with a new technology that changes the fuel structure, people 

generally have a lot of questions.” 

 

Five years ago, Gov. Jerry Brown committed California to putting 1.5 million “zero-emission 

vehicles” on the road by 2025 – an ambitious goal that regulators reaffirmed in March during a 

review of clean car standards. The state has made modest progress: While ahead of early 

benchmarks, only about 300,000 have been sold so far. 

 

With accelerating sales mandates taking effect this year, California officials, automobile 

manufacturers and consumer groups agree more must be done to address customers’ concerns 

about going electric. 

 

They are working now to expand charging infrastructure around the state and bolster rebates that 

lower the price of new cars by thousands of dollars. Perhaps most importantly, they are set to 

launch a renewed campaign to let Californians know the option even exists. 

 

IT’S JUST IMPORTANT FOR PEOPLE TO KNOW THAT THE CARS ARE HERE AND 

NICE TO DRIVE AND NOT A SCIENCE EXPERIMENT. 

Shannon Baker-Branstetter, energy policy counsel for Consumers Union 

 

“It’s going to be challenging to get to the 2025 numbers, but we do feel the industry has a path to 

make that happen,” said Joshua Cunningham, who oversees zero-emission vehicle regulations as 

chair of the California Air Resources Board’s Advanced Clean Cars branch. “They are going to 

have to step up in order to get the sales.” 

 

In January 2012, the Air Resources Board approved its Advanced Clean Cars program, targeting 

passenger vehicles as a dominant source of both air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions. 

Among other provisions, it requires automobile manufacturers to produce an increasing number 

of zero-emission vehicles – battery electric and hydrogen fuel cell, along with transitional plug-

in hybrids – reaching about 15 percent of new car sales by 2025. 

 



Auto companies can reach the targets with the help of credits for exceeding zero-emission 

vehicle standards. Those that fall short face monetary penalties. 

 

Nine other states, primarily in the Northeast, have since since committed to the regulations. But 

they linger far behind California, which accounts for about half of all electric vehicles sold in the 

U.S. In the first quarter of 2017, nearly 5 percent of new car sales in California were zero-

emission, compared to 1.1 percent nationwide. 

 

So if anyone can prove there’s a viable commercial future for electric cars, it may be up to the 

Golden State. Enthusiasts worry whether California is progressing quickly enough to get there. 

 

“Some people are simply just afraid of change,” Paauwe said. 

 

Shannon Baker-Branstetter, energy policy counsel for Consumers Union, the advocacy arm of 

Consumer Reports, said they generally find “very high owner satisfaction” with electric vehicles, 

but customers have low awareness and widespread misconceptions about the cars. 

 

1.5 million      Number of zero-emission vehicles that Gov. Jerry Brown wants on California 

roads by 2025 

Drivers fret about not being able to reach their destination or find a charging station, though most 

models now have a battery range of more than 80 miles. While sticker prices are higher than 

their gasoline-powered counterparts, electric vehicles can be cheaper in the long run because of 

less required maintenance and the lower cost of electricity compared to filling up at the pump. 

 

The auto industry has not done enough to promote its electric offerings, Baker-Branstetter added. 

Manufacturers and dealers make more money off large vehicles like trucks and SUVs, which are 

in demand as gas prices fall, than the small hatchbacks and sedans that dominate the zero-

emission sector. 

 

“I see a lot of vehicle ads and very few for electric vehicles. And since it’s a new technology, it 

needs advertising to get the word out there,” she said. “It’s just important for people to know that 

the cars are here and nice to drive and not a science experiment.” 

 

The industry recognizes the importance of the clean cars program to California’s environmental 

goals and remains focused on building the electric market, according to Charlie Haake, assistant 

general counsel for the Association of Global Automakers, which represents a dozen automobile 

manufacturers including Toyota, Hyundai and Nissan. But he added that these companies need 

the state’s assistance to reach their zero-emission vehicle targets by 2025. 

 

“Convincing someone to not buy a truck and instead buy an electric vehicle, that’s an entirely 

different kind of marketing,” Haake said. “There’s no question that the consumer incentives play 

a role in spurring demand.” 

 

Global Automakers made it a priority this session to extend carpool lane access for electric cars, 

which expires in 2019. A bill by Assemblyman Richard Bloom, D-Santa Monica, would keep the 

sticker program through 2025. 



 

“Time is money, they say, and if you save an hour off your commute each day by using the HOV 

lane, then that’s very valuable,” Haake said. 

 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES ACCOUNTED FOR NEARLY 5 PERCENT OF NEW CAR SALES 

IN CALIFORNIA IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF 2017. THAT’S ABOUT FIVE TIMES THE 

MARKET PENETRATION NATIONWIDE. 

 

Another bill recently introduced by Assemblyman Phil Ting, D-San Francisco, proposes setting 

aside $3 billion for zero-emission vehicle rebates through 2030. The current system, funded 

annually by sources like cap-and-trade revenue, usually runs out of money before the year is up, 

leaving buyers on a waiting list. Based on an incentive structure that California uses for solar 

panels, Ting’s plan would make rebates continuously available, but ramp down their value as the 

state reaches certain levels of electric car purchases. 

 

Other legislation working its way through the Capitol aims to make the market more accessible 

to low-income Californians. Measures would establish rebates for used zero-emission vehicles 

and augment a program that helps drivers replace their high-polluting old cars with cleaner new 

ones. 

 

Last year’s $14.7 billion settlement by Volkswagen for cheating air pollution tests will also bring 

about $800 million to California over the next decade to promote electric car usage. 

 

Cunningham said the money will support a multimedia awareness campaign by the Air 

Resources Board and the construction of new public charging stations, of which there already 

more than 10,000 in California, particularly at workplaces and along corridors where drivers 

travel long distances. At least $44 million has been set aside to make Sacramento the state’s first 

“Green City,” with an electric vehicle-sharing program for those who cannot afford to buy their 

own. 

 

All of the investments, and the arrival of new models on the market, brought some encouraging 

news to zero-emission vehicle proponents in early 2017: Sales for the first three months were up 

80 percent over the same period last year. 
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From: Board Secretary  
Sent: Friday, July 07, 2017 5:34 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: VTA Correspondence: Comments Regarding Caltrain Contract Award for 25th Avenue Grade 
Separation Project 
 

VTA Board of Directors: 

 

We are forwarding you the following:  

 

From Topic 

Roland Lebrun Comments regarding Caltrain Contract Award for the 25th Avenue 

Grade Separation Project 

 
Thank you. 

 
Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
 

 
 

 
Conserve paper. Think before you print.  
 

 
 

mailto:board.secretary@vta.org


From: Roland Lebrun 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2017 1:28 PM 
To: Caltrain Board 
Cc: Board Secretary; SFCTA Board Secretary; board@samtrans.com; CHSRA Board; MTC Commission; 
SFCTA CAC; Board Secretary; Caltrain CAC Secretary; Caltrain BAC 
Subject: Item #14: Award of 25th Avenue "Grade separation" project 

 

Dear Chair Gee and members of the Caltrain Board of Directors, 
 
The attached letter highlights the following issues with the funding agreement 
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B80uFwx71YrKbkZEMkNsOE1UZ1k/view?usp=sharing) 

 

Fully Executed 25th Ave. Grade 

Separation Agreement 6-30-

17_Redacted.pdf 

drive.google.com 

1) No identified source of funding for the Authority's $84M other than the $600M in Prop1A 
funds and $113M in Cap&Trade currently allocated to the electrification project. 
2) Disagreement between the Authority and SamTrans on the need for passing tracks (page 5). 
3) Mandatory change order within 15 days of awarding the contract (page 2). 
4) Mandatory modification decreasing the Authority's  contribution from 75.72 % (page 2) 
to 46.67% of the total actual Project cost within 45 days of signing the agreement  (page 3). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Roland Lebrun 
 
CC 
VTA Board of Directors 
SFCTA Board of Directors 
SamTrans Board of Directors 
High Speed Rail Authority Board of Directors 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
SFCTA CAC 
VTA CAC 
Caltrain CAC 
Caltrain BPAC 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B80uFwx71YrKbkZEMkNsOE1UZ1k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B80uFwx71YrKbkZEMkNsOE1UZ1k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B80uFwx71YrKbkZEMkNsOE1UZ1k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B80uFwx71YrKbkZEMkNsOE1UZ1k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B80uFwx71YrKbkZEMkNsOE1UZ1k/view?usp=sharing


Roland Lebrun 
         
         July 4th, 1017 
Caltrain July 6th 2017 Board meeting      
Item #14: Award of 25th Avenue “Grade separation project”  

 
Dear Chair Gee and Members of the Caltrain Board of Directors, 
 
The intent of this letter is to alert the Board to multiple issues with the proposed design 
and funding sources for the new Hillsdale station, specifically that the island platform  
design impacts the Authority’s ability to comply with Streets & Highways Codes Section 
2704.09(c)https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=
SHC&sectionNum=2704.09. This issue is recognized on page 5 (scope of work) of the 
HSR 16-108 funding agreement: 
 
“GRADE SEPARATION PROJECT AS RELATES TO BLENDED SYSTEM DESIGN 

The Parties acknowledge that passing tracks may or may not be needed (the Authority and 

PCJPB are currently in disagreement) for operation of the Blended System within the 

limits of the Grade Separation Project. Should it be determined that passing tracks are 

necessary in this location, the Parties agree to reasonably cooperate and support the 

construction of such passing tracks pursuant to the conceptual design set forth in 

Attachment 2”. 

 

mailto:ccss@msn.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=SHC&sectionNum=2704.09
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=SHC&sectionNum=2704.09


Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to mean any Party has agreed to the 

need or lack of need for passing tracks or any allocation of implementation or cost 

responsibility related to the implications of adding any passing track (including but 

not limited to replacement of displaced parking or other uses). 
The Authority proposes to address these issues as follows: 
 
- Page 2  

“The structures shall be constructed pursuant to the design and specifications described in 

the IFB, except that, within two weeks of the date of execution (or such other timing as the 

Authority may agree to in writing) of JPB Contract 17-J-C-048, PCJPB shall cause JPB 

Contract 17-J-C-048 to be amended to include the design and specification elements 

required for the modified Blended Service alignment depicted in Attachment 1 hereto  (as 

to be modified, hereinafter the "JPB Contract 17-J-C-048 Modified"). 

 

 
 

- Page 3 

“Within forty-five (45) days after execution of this Agreement, and upon completion 

of good faith negotiations, the Parties will amend this Agreement to permit some or all 

of the items listed under "Construction Support Costs" in page l of Attachment 5 to be 

reimbursable under this Agreement; the Parties agree to prepare such amendment so 

as to (a) not result in the Authority contributing more than the lesser of $84 million or 

46.67 percent of the total actual Project cost and (b) contain terms providing adequate 

transparency and Authority oversight regarding accrual of such "Construction  Support 

Costs." 

Sincerely, 
Roland Lebrun 
 
CC 
MTC commission 
VTA Board of Directors 
SFCTA Board of Directors 
SFCTA CAC 
Caltrain CAC & BAC 
 


