
From: Board Secretary  
Sent: Monday, June 19, 2017 4:20 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: June 17-19, 2017 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for June 17-19, 2017 
 

1. Plan for 'car-light' development on El Camino draws mixed reviews Palo Alto Weekly  
2. Rail Conference Focuses on Innovation, Safety, Funding Passenger Transport  
3. Roadshow: VTA’s new bus lanes messing with traffic on Alum Rock San Jose Mercury News  
4. Google’s San Jose renewal plan: ‘Grand Central of the West San Jose Mercury News  
5. BART riders deserve sanctuary within the transit system San Francisco Chronicle   

6. Police officer’s video goes viral of Livermore family’s gift to elderly man  East Bay Times  

7. Roadshow: That rocky road is going to be fixed — in two years San Jose Mercury News 

8. How driverless cars, drones and other tech will change the urban landscape of Southern 

California San Jose Mercury News 
9. SF supervisors approve purchase of 185 new trolley buses Bay City News 

 

Plan for 'car-light' development on El Camino draws mixed reviews 
Gennady Sheyner 

Palo Alto Weekly 

Few projects epitomize the hopes of Palo Alto's housing advocates and the anxieties of the city's land-use 

watchdogs as clearly as 2755 El Camino Real, a four-story housing project proposed for the busy 

intersection of Page Mill Road and El Camino Real. 

The proposal from Windy Hill Property Ventures aims to provide 60 apartments at a time when the city 

faces a severe housing shortage. The apartments would be small (average size: 570 square feet) and thus 

potentially more affordable than typical units in Palo Alto. And they would be located within walking 

distance of bus lines and Caltrain, thus providing an opportunity for a "car-light" lifestyle. 

The council had already agreed that the site, which was formerly owned by the Santa Clara Valley 

Transportation Authority, is suitable for housing. During an informal "pre-screening" last September, 

council members were cautiously optimistic about the project, which Mayor Greg Scharff said "can be a 

great pilot project." 

This week, however, it became clear that the developers still have a lot of work to do to alleviate concerns 

about the project's parking, traffic and aesthetic impacts. Both the city's Planning and Transportation 

Commission and the Architectural Review Board discussed the proposal this week. And while members 

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/06/17/plan-for-car-light-development-on-el-camino-draws-mixed-reviews


of both panels expressed support for adding much-needed housing near a prominent intersection, they 

also indicated that Windy Hill has plenty of work to do when it comes to working out the details. 

The biggest concern came around parking. Windy Hill has offered to build a one-level garage with 65 

parking spots, more than the 45 it had initially considered but far fewer than the 102 that would be 

required by code. Moreover, it proposes to create a "puzzle lift" system for 61 of the spots in the new 

building. 

By proving less parking than the zoning code would normally require, the Windy Hill proposal banks on 

residents adopting what Spieker called a "car-light" lifestyle. They plan to encourage that lifestyle by 

providing all residents with transit passes for Caltrain and VTA buses; to have a transportation 

coordinator and a kiosk on site; and to have a bike shop occupy the ground level, an operation that would 

be leased to a local business and that would be available to the public. 

"We feel we're implementing what Palo Alto leadership had asked for," Spieker told the commission on 

Wednesday night, citing the council's frequent calls for more housing and its desire to get more people to 

switch from cars to other modes of transportation. 

"Obviously, this project won't fix the problem but it will help bring 60-plus people working in Palo Alto 

and looking for a place to live closer to their work," he later added. 

Spieker said the units are intended for single-, and in some cases, double-occupancy. Because of their 

size, they will be more obtainable for tenants who would have a harder time affording typical studios or 

one-bedroom apartments in Palo Alto. 

"They are meant for people looking for a place to live where they work," Spieker said. 

Planning Commissioner Eric Rosenblum lauded the proposal and said that the site is "the ideal place for 

this kind of an experiment." But he pushed the developer to go further with its offering of benefits. The 

"windfall" that the developer would be saving by not providing parking should be spent on amenities like 

subsidies for Uber and Lyft as well as for services such as grocery and dry-cleaning deliveries. 

Commission Chair Michael Alcheck also lauded the project and thanked the applicant for bringing it 

forward. 

"It's no small thing to try to build something in Palo Alto these days," Alcheck said. "It takes incredible 

bravery to decide to invest any amount of money into the process because there's a lot of unknowns now." 

Others were more skeptical about the project traffic-management goals. Commissioner Przemek Gardias 

said he would like to see the building's parking comply with codes. Noting that the building is currently 

zoned for "public facility" (a designation that the council would have to change to accommodate a 

housing project), Gardias also supported having more amenities, particularly retail, for the general public. 

"When I see this project, it's a missed opportunity," Gardias said. "There should be retail all over this 

building." 

Commissioner Ed Lauing found himself somewhere in the middle. Broadly speaking, he said, this is the 

kind of "pushing-the-envelope" project that Palo Alto should be considering. The details, however, are 

tricky, he noted. 

"Right now, it violates the Comprehensive Plan, it violates zoning, it's underparked for residents, there's 

no guest parking and it's already a high-traffic area," Lauing said. "What's not to like?" 



Architectural Review Board member Peter Baltay had no difficulties in answering that question. On 

Thursday morning, he strongly criticized Windy Hill's proposed site layout, which he noted lacks spaces 

for Uber drivers or service workers to pull in. The parking scheme doesn't work, he said, noting that the 

"stacked parking" arrangement proposed by the developer requires training and experience. 

While sometimes a garage can be "augmented" with puzzle lifts," "that doesn't mean the whole thing can 

be a Lego garage stacked full of cars," he said. 

Board Chair Alexander Lew was more sympathetic toward the proposal. He said he is "generally 

supportive" of the concept and lamented Palo Alto's "suburban" parking standards. 

"There are people here who want this type of housing," Lew said. "It's just embarrassing that we don't 

have any zoning that fits this type of use." 
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Rail Conference Focuses on Innovation, Safety, Funding  
Passenger Transport  

More than 1,200 people attended APTA's 2017 Rail Conference and related activities, including the 

International Rail Rodeo and the Products & Services Showcase, in Baltimore, MD, June 11-14.   

APTA Chair and Foothill Transit Executive Director Doran J. Barnes said his love of public transit began 

with his father's interest in trains.  Barnes provided an update on his five priorities for the year, including 

the recently approved bylaws changes, an initiative to expand APTA's diversity and inclusion policy, and 

the search for APTA's next CEO. 

"This week, we all have an opportunity to acquire knowledge, gain new perspectives, and reflect on the 

challenges and opportunities facing our rail systems," he said. 

Baltimore Mayor Catherine Pugh, Maryland DOT Deputy Secretary for Policy R. Earl Lewis, and Acting 

MTA Administrator Kevin Quinn welcomed APTA and expressed their support for our advocacy efforts 

in Washington. Quinn spoke about the launch of BaltimoreLink, which incorporated four cornerstones: 

safety, reliability, efficiency and world-class service. “The common theme across all of these is the 

customer, he said. "When transit is done right, it can really make someone's day.” 

APTA Acting President & CEO Richard White talked about the dramatic growth of passenger rail during 

the past 50 years, contrasting a map of systems from 1970 with one from today. Citing examples from 

across the country, including approval of more than $170 billion of transit investment on ballot measures 

in 2016, he said, "This is more than a renaissance; it's more than a rebirth; this is a movement." 

He told attendees that the public transportation industry is under threat of budget cuts proposed by the 

Trump administration, and urged APTA members to remain actively involved in advocacy activities. 

"The fight isn't over," he said.  "To win this battle, we must continue to tell our story."  

Safety, Security 

Prior to the conference’s official start, APTA convened two special sessions focused on safety and 

security challenges in public transportation. 

http://www.magnetmail.net/actions/email_web_version.cfm?recipient_id=55025603&message_id=14365089&user_id=APTA&group_id=3673926&jobid=37682864


The two-day Security and Emergency Management Roundtable, cosponsored with TSA, June 9-10, 

focused on common challenges facing transit police forces, security directors and emergency managers. 

Participants discussed such topics as terrorism and security, technology, large events, multiagency 

policing models and active attackers. 

It also featured a CEOs panel; a review of technology applications by Robert Pryor, director, intermodal 

security technology division, TSA; a discussion of recent terrorism incidents and security concerns in 

Europe by Christine Halvorsen, deputy assistant director, FBI; an update from the FTA Office of Safety 

Review; and a discussion of recent safety and security incidents with representatives of TriMet in 

Portland, OR, Denver’s Regional Transportation District and Dallas Area Rapid Transit. 

In addition, APTA convened the Safety Management System (SMS) Workshop and Safety Seminar on 

June 10, cosponsored with the Transportation Research Board. 

The workshop, attended by more than 70 participants, began with a keynote address by Robert Sumwalt, 

acting chair, National Transportation Safety Board. It featured two panel discussions on SMS—one that 

provided an industry update with transportation company and agency executives and one that presented a 

regulatory update with representatives from the FTA, FRA and the Canadian Transportation Safety 

Board. The workshop also included a roundtable discussion related to setting up and managing an SMS 

and the challenges transit agencies and others are having with SMS implementation. 

Safety and Security Excellence Awards 

APTA announced the winners of its 2017 Rail Safety & Security Excellence Awards June 12 during the 

Opening General Session of the Rail Conference. 

The Gold Awards went to Metro Transit, Minneapolis-St. Paul, for safety, light rail/streetcar;  

 Maryland Transit Administration, Baltimore, for security, light rail/streetcar; Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid 

Transit Authority for safety, heavy rail; and Los Angeles Metro for security, heavy rail. 

Certificates of merit went to San Diego Metropolitan Transit System for safety, light rail/streetcar; Santa 

Clara Valley Transportation Authority for security, light rail/streetcar; and Greater Cleveland Regional 

Transit Authority for safety, heavy rail. 

International Rail Rodeo Celebrates Operators, Maintainers 

This year's International Rail Rodeo attracted a record 21 teams from across the United States and from 

Canada and Japan. The top winners follow: 

Overall Team Achievement for the highest combined score, Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART), Oakland, 

CA; first place, maintainer team, BART; first place, operator category, Valley Transportation Authority, 

Santa Clara, CA. 

Press Conference  

At an APTA national press briefing during the conference, industry leaders voiced their opposition to 

President Trump’s proposed budget cuts to critically important public transit projects, putting an 

estimated 800,000 jobs at risk nationwide, from light rail in Seattle to the Gateway Project in 

metropolitan New York.  

They were: Nuria Fernandez, general manager/CEO, Valley Transportation Authority, San Jose, CA; 

Mark Fuhrmann, deputy general manager, Metro Transit, Minneapolis, MN; Sharon Greene, senior vice 

president, Global Head of Finance Practice for HDR; John Porcari, interim executive director, Gateway 



Program; Peter Rogoff, CEO, Sound Transit, Seattle, WA; and Gary Thomas, president/executive 

director, Dallas Area Rapid Transit, Dallas, TX. APTA Acting President and CEO Richard White also 

participated and APTA Chair Doran Barnes moderated the event.  
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Roadshow: VTA’s new bus lanes messing with traffic on Alum Rock 
Gary Richards 

San Jose Mercury News 

Q: Over here on the east side of San Jose, we are used to getting the short shrift from the city. This time 

they have really messed up Alum Rock Avenue. When putting the ridiculous VTA bus line up the center, 

they also added and retimed lights. Cars coming down Alum Rock to Interstate 680 are backed up to 

Capitol and beyond. 

Anything you can do? This issue is the talk of my Nextdoor neighborhood e-list. 

Pat Benham, San Jose 

A: And I think everyone on that list emailed me since the Bus Rapid Transit line opened last month. 

Q: I’m all for mass transit and making it better and more accessible. But the situation on Alum Rock has 

had disastrous consequences on traffic. We use this as our thoroughfare to 680, but now it takes up 30 

minutes to go less than two miles in the morning. … Alum Rock has become a parking lot of 24/7. Help 

please. 

Jeff Markham, Randi McMasters, Suzanne Guzzetta and many more 

A: The Valley Transportation Authority and Caltrans are looking into the timing of signals, so there may 

be some relief. 

But Linh-the-VTA-spokesperson had some candid remarks: 

“With continued population growth, there is simply not enough land capacity for everyone living in or 

commuting to continue driving solo and as such, taking public transit, biking, walking and carpooling are 

necessary options. These are options VTA has to make it more feasible for residents to reconsider driving 

solo. VTA’s Alum Rock Santa Clara Bus Rapid Transit Project provides a designated median lane to our 

Rapid 522 service. VTA continues to address ways to improve traffic and service at this location.” 

Q: Why hasn’t Soquel-San Jose Road been reopened? 

Terry Swinggi 

A: A drain was installed to help remove water under the road. The county is currently backfilling the area 

in a slow and measured way because the movement of the soil has to be closely monitored. If backfilling 

works and there is no soil movement, the road should open in coming weeks. 

However, there is a strong possibility that the soil might start moving again. If this is the case, then the 

county will switch to Plan B to install a temporary bridge. If a bridge is needed, then the opening will take 

longer. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/06/18/bus-lanes-messing-with-traffic-on-alum-rock/


Q: My solution to stop the abuse of disabled parking placards is to have the form filled out by your doctor 

every two years. 

Pat Gerard, Santa Clara 

A: Something like that may be implemented after an audit on the placard issues. The audit also 

recommended that the DMV use the Social Security Administration’s Death Master File to cancel 

placards whose permit holders have died. State law currently directs the DMV to use California death 

records on the 2.4 million placards. 

And one more note. Blue placards are issued permanently, with no additional documentation required 

ever. All blue placards expire on June 30 every odd year. 

Back to Top 

 

Google’s San Jose renewal plan: ‘Grand Central of the West’ 
George Avalos 

San Jose Mercury News 

Google’s plan to build a massive transit-centered village in downtown San Jose could provide a new 

model for the design of sprawling tech campuses by addressing one of the Bay Area’s biggest headaches: 

commuters sitting in seemingly endless traffic jams. 

The Mountain View search giant’s development would reshape downtown San Jose in a dramatic fashion, 

similar to the major renewal of San Francisco’s Mission Bay. It would take advantage of the groundwork 

San Jose and Silicon Valley leaders have done to bring more transit links into Diridon Station. And the 

project would elevate San Jose’s position among tech’s biggest host cities, bringing 15,000 to 20,000 

Google employees into the city, which is already home to large tech employers such as Cisco Systems, 

Adobe Systems and eBay. 

“This project really exemplifies the rethinking of the corporate campus,” said Teresa Alvarado, director of 

the San Jose office of SPUR, a planning and urban research nonprofit group. “We are moving away from 

the sprawling, car-centric campus where people stay inside all day. Google would create a campus 

integrated with the community.” 

Google is already working to secure real estate near downtown San Jose’s transit hub, Diridon Station. 

The plan it’s discussing with San Jose city officials would redraw the map of some 240 acres, building 6 

million to 8 million square feet of tech offices and research-and-development space, along with room for 

retailers. 

On Tuesday, the San Jose City Council is scheduled to decide whether to open negotiations with Google 

to sell 16 city- and local agency-owned properties to the Mountain View search giant. 

“This is critically important for downtown San Jose,” Mayor Sam Liccardo said. “But far more than 

people realize, this is critically important for the future of Silicon Valley.” 

Echoes of Mission Bay 

The potential renovation of downtown’s Diridon Station area evokes parallels to San Francisco’s Mission 

Bay, which until an official groundbreaking in 2000 was a 303-acre windswept shoreline dominated by 

old rail yards, ship piers, warehouses, industrial buildings, marshes and waterfowl. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/06/18/google-village-portends-vast-downtown-san-jose-changes/


“Now it’s an unbelievable metropolis,” said Mark Ritchie, president of San Jose-based Ritchie 

Commercial, a realty firm. “Google can become to downtown San Jose what UCSF has become to 

Mission Bay. This will be bigger than anything that has happened in downtown San Jose.” 

Some 17 years after construction began in Mission Bay, about 5,000 of a planned 6,400 residential units 

have been constructed. Mission Bay is home to a UC San Francisco medical center, Kaiser Permanente, 

Lyft, Cisco Systems and Nektar Therapeutics. On the horizon: Chase Center, whose highest-profile tenant 

will be the world champion Golden State Warriors. Plus, Uber Technologies will move its headquarters to 

the development. 

The concept of a Google transit village in downtown San Jose comes at a time when tech companies 

continue to face fierce competition to attract and retain employees. They are under pressure to do more 

than dangle plump paychecks and stock options in front of recruits. 

“Young, creative people who are driving innovation in our leading companies are choosing where they 

want to live before they decide whom they want to work for,” Liccardo said. “They want to live in 

dynamic urban environments.” 

Pairing tech with transit 

Google’s development would be situated at the heart of San Jose’s grand plan to make Diridon Station a 

central hub of stops for every major rail service in the region: BART, Amtrak, Caltrain, the ACE Train 

and planned high-speed rail. 

“The fact that it is a transit hub is very important to Google, and the size of the potential development is 

attractive,” a Google representative said. 

The city has estimated that its plans to bring all those transit links to Diridon will increase transit trips to 

downtown San Jose eightfold. 

Reading this on your phone? Stay up to date with our free mobile app. Get it from the Apple app store or 

the Google Play store. 

“The only reason Google is coming into the downtown is that transit hub,” said Carl Guardino, president 

of Silicon Valley Leadership Group. “Diridon Station is absolutely going to be the Grand Central Station 

of the West. We will see 600 trains a day going through there.” 

Rod Diridon, a former Santa Clara County supervisor and longtime transit advocate for whom the station 

is named, has said in the past that he sees mixed-use development connected to train stations as essential 

to preventing Silicon Valley’s traffic nightmares from growing even worse. 

“No amount of freeway improvements will allow Silicon Valley to build its way out of the traffic 

congestion we will now have forever,” Diridon said this month. “What we are seeing is a microcosm of 

the evolution of the United States to new kinds of transportation systems.” 

Affiliates of Google and its development partner, Trammell Crow, have already bought properties near 

Diridon Station and the SAP Center sports and entertainment complex, home to the San Jose Sharks 

hockey team. 

Wow factor 

Google’s vision for a downtown village could spur new interest in San Jose’s somewhat overlooked 

central core. The city has said Google’s tech-campus design would provide open spaces for public 



recreation, along with entertainment and retail options. That could make downtown San Jose a more 

memorable destination. 

A March 2016 study suggested San Jose is a fairly forgettable city in the national consciousness, despite 

the presence of the NHL’s Sharks. That’s something San Jose’s leaders certainly want to change. 

“For a long time, San Jose has considered itself the capital of Silicon Valley, but this really roots us in a 

way that the center of gravity for Silicon Valley will shift southward,” SPUR’s Alvarado said. 

Bringing Google into downtown could also help the city’s downtown attract more investment. 

“We will see more players that want to invest in real estate and redevelopment downtown,” said Chad 

Leiker, a first vice president with commercial real estate firm Kidder Mathews. 
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BART riders deserve sanctuary within the transit system 
Lateefah Simon and Nick Josefowitz 

San Francisco Chronicle 

BART plays an essential role in hundreds of thousands of people’s daily commutes. As BART riders 

elected to the agency’s board of directors, we firmly believe that BART should invest in transporting our 

riders and keeping them safe, not furthering a national anti-immigrant agenda. 

That’s why we and BART Directors Rebecca Saltzman and Bevan Dufty support a proposed BART Safe 

Transit Policy, so that all riders can reach their destinations without fear. 

The risks to our undocumented riders are real. On May 14, after being questioned about his immigration 

status, a rider on the Metro Transit system in Minneapolis was tased and arrested. Within days, he was 

transferred to the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, and a federal immigration judge ordered 

him deported. The right to use public transit should never come with exposure to such danger. 

Implementing the Safe Transit Policy is essential for preventing similar incidents on BART. 

We understand how critical our system is for residents to get where they need to go. With more than 

500,000 people living in the Bay Area without legal permission, we must ensure that all riders are 

protected when using BART in their professional and personal lives. Immigrants, including those who are 

undocumented, are an indispensable part of our community and economy, and their contributions to our 

cities are an important reality in the Bay Area. 

The Safe Transit Policy ensures that regardless of ethnic or national origin, gender, gender identity, race, 

religion, sexual orientation or immigration status, riders can count on a safe and secure environment on 

BART. 

Specifically, the policy would forbid BART from spending its resources to enforce federal immigration 

law and prohibit BART police officers and employees from questioning riders about their immigration 

status. 

This isn’t just about protecting our immigrant communities; it is also about facilitating an environment 

where riders feel comfortable and protect one another. Maintaining rider safety is a collective effort. 

BART is safer for everyone when every rider can trust and work with law enforcement. A Safe Transit 

http://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/openforum/article/BART-riders-deserve-sanctuary-within-the-transit-11228186.php


Policy will ensure that victims and witnesses of crimes do not fear to speak up and report incidents to 

BART police. 

Under Safe Transit, we will not waste BART’s resources on anti-immigration policies that undermine the 

trust between riders and BART police. Instead, we will center our law enforcement efforts on patrolling 

trains, stations and parking lots, and preventing crime throughout our system. Our BART police are most 

effective when they can focus on their primary duties rather than becoming entangled in federal 

immigration enforcement efforts. 

San Francisco, Oakland, Berkeley, Richmond, Hayward and other cities and counties served by BART 

have voted for their own sanctuary policies, which BART’s Safe Transit would bolster and expand. This 

policy has broad support from Bay Area elected officials, including Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf, 

Berkeley Mayor Jesse Arreguín, state Sens. Scott Wiener, D-San Francisco, and Nancy Skinner, D-

Berkeley, Assemblymen David Chiu, D-San Francisco, and Rob Bonta, D-Alameda, San Francisco 

Supervisor Jane Kim, and former San Francisco Supervisor David Campos. 

The Bay Area’s success rests on the contributions of hard-working immigrants and refugees. They enrich 

our communities as neighbors, students, working professionals, religious leaders, community advocates, 

parents, artists and business owners. It is imperative that these riders, who shape and sustain our region, 

can get around safely on BART. 

We plan to vote in favor of the Safe Transit Policy at the June 22 BART Board of Directors meeting, and 

we hope you can join us in support. 
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Police officer’s video goes viral of Livermore family’s gift to elderly man 
Angela Ruggiero 

East Bay Times 

A heartwarming video of a police officer opening a gift from a Livermore family for an elderly man and 

his dog in Arkansas, bringing him to tears, went viral. The video shows Officer Tommy M Norman 

helping "Mr. George," a 97-year-old from North Little Rock, Arkansas, open a box of gifts for him and 

his pup, Quincy, from the Morgan family in Livermore.  

Mr. George first opens a note accompanying the gifts but then hands it back to the officer, saying he can't 

read.  

"You are such a sweet and polite man, you deserve nothing but the best," says the note from Amanda and 

Cody Morgan.  

Mr. George wipes away tears as he is read the letter, and sees the gifts inside: Gift cards for him, and toys 

and treats for his dog.  

The video has been viewed more than 200,000 times since it was posted on June 6 on the police officer's 

Facebook page and received more than 7,800 "likes."  

"I have been emotional lately about the world we are living in and feel like there's no hope. But Mr. 

George you give me hope. Thank you," wrote Amanda Morgan, 28, of Livermore.  

http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2017/06/13/police-officers-video-goes-viral-of-livermore-familys-gift-to-elderly-man/


In an interview with this newspaper, Amanda Morgan said she has no direct connection to the police 

officer, but has been following his Facebook page for several years. She said she wanted to send George, 

who reminds her of a grandfather or father figure, something special.  

"I feel like we need to pay attention to more love than hate in the country. That's what I love about 

(Officer Norman's) page. He goes above and beyond," she said.  

Even though Morgan lost her job in February, she said she still felt like she should give back. She's 

following in her father's footsteps, a Valley Transportation Authority bus driver in Santa Clara who would 

have a basket of toys for children during the holidays. He passed away three years ago and Morgan said 

she wants to give back in his memory.  

She said she hopes to one day meet Mr. George, and hear stories about life.  

Officer Norman regularly posts videos, photos and posts of his local community policing, often featuring 

Mr. George, who sometimes uses a wheelchair to get around. He also posts daily videos of local children 

or folks with disabilities, and his own involvement with helping or just talking to them. People send gifts 

from around the world to the North Little Rock community.  

Morgan said her own dog, a husky named Leo, helped pick out the treats and toys for George's dog.  

George, who had not been feeling well lately, was featured in another recent video and said he had been 

feeling much better thanks to some medicine. 
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Roadshow: That rocky road is going to be fixed — in two years  
Gary Richards 

San Jose Mercury News 

Q: My husband maintains that you can only be considered a “professional” commuter if you have to 

navigate the potholes on Zanker Road between Montague Expressway and Old Bayshore everyday (as in 

don’t try this yourself; professionals only). I drive it, too, and I agree! Any relief in sight? 

Gloria Finkelstein, San Jose 

A: Oh, yes, here and across the state. Zanker between Old Bayshore Highway and Innovation Drive is due 

to be repaved in 2019. 

Billions have been approved to fix our rough streets through the coming gas tax hike, the passage of 

countywide sales taxes and shifting money from the general fund in cities like San Jose. 

But if you encounter some individual potholes as opposed to a rocky surface, contact San Jose’s dispatch 

and the city will send a crew to fill them within 24 hours. Call 408-794-1900 weekdays from 7 a.m. to 4 

p.m. or 408-277-8956 at other times, including weekends/holidays. 

Q: I don’t know who makes these decisions, but they don’t seem to make any sense. They did a 

wonderful job on Santa Teresa Boulevard a few years ago but stopped at Dunn Avenue. They never 

finished the paving job. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/06/19/roadshow-those-dang-potholes-are-going-to-be-filled-in-two-years/


But, now they look like they are going to work between Cottle Road and Bernal Avenue. What about 

between Cottle and Dunn, which is in terrible shape with multiple potholes? Can you shed some light, 

please. 

Don Cull, San Jose 

A: Cottle will be repaved starting in late August between Santa Teresa and Curie Drive. Then next year 

Santa Teresa will be repaved between Cottle and Dunn. 

Q: When will they repave Meridian Avenue between Coleman and Branham? It is filled with cracks and 

potholes. 

Dave Mackey, San Jose 

A: Repaving will come in 2019 between Blossom Hill and Camden. 

Q: For the past couple of months, crews have been replacing sewer lines on Coleman Road in Almaden 

between Camden and Redmond. It is now nearly complete. Throughout this entire project, every evening 

before the workers are done for the day, they clean up this stretch so it looks as if they had hardly been 

there. 

We don’t know who the contractors are, but they deserve a huge thank you and a round of applause for 

making sure that the residents in the area are not impacted any more than necessary. 

And … Kudos to these contractors and the workers who care enough about the neighborhood each day 

when they leave. If you can figure out who they are, pass on our thanks for a job well done. 

Kathy and Steve Schlief and Pam and Dan Schultz 

A: The main contractor for the sewer replacement is Pacific Underground Construction. The 

subcontractor, which is doing the pavement portion of the work, is MCK Services, Inc. 

Good job, guys and gals. 
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How driverless cars, drones and other tech will change the urban landscape of 

Southern California 
Neil Nisperos 

San Jose Mercury News 

Joni Mitchell once lamented how developers “paved paradise and put up a parking lot.” But what happens 

when demand for parking lots fades? 

For more than a century, the urban landscape of Southern California has been shaped by the century-old 

technology: the car. But now developers and urban planning experts are envisioning how the next 

disruptive technologies of the 21st century – driverless cars, drones and virtual reality – may lead to 

smaller parking lots, fewer shopping centers and new kinds of housing designed to accommodate the 

evolving economy. 

What does this future look like? 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/06/19/how-driverless-cars-drones-and-other-tech-will-change-the-urban-landscape-of-southern-california-5/
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. Driverless cars: That big yellow taxi Joni Mitchell sang about? It just might be the self-driving kind in 

the future. 

. Shopping centers: Passengers in those driverless cars could be whisked away to shopping centers 

featuring fewer retail stores because of increasing online shopping, but with more entertainment options, 

such as restaurants, bowling alleys and movie theaters to draw in customers. 

. New areas to develop: With less demand for parking, real estate devoted to lots serving adjacent 

structures could be transitioned into additional housing units, office space or parks. 

. More in-home tech: High-speed fiber internet service and virtual reality could see more residents 

working and shopping online from home. 

. Deliveries: Packages will be dropped off by self-driving vehicles or drones. 

Urban sprawl 

Could all this change mean a push to build suburbs farther and farther from city centers? Yes, says the 

Institute of Transportation Studies at UC Davis in a recent policy brief, which doesn’t necessarily view 

the sprawl as a good thing. 

According to the report by regional transportation experts, the advent of electric and driverless cars could 

accelerate sprawl by increasing distances people would be willing to commute. Just as combustion engine 

cars encouraged the growth of suburbia then, driverless cars could move the suburban frontier even 

farther afield, where housing units are larger, more available and housing costs are lower per square foot. 

That sprawl runs counter to recent trends of positioning dense housing in pedestrian-friendly downtowns 

with access to mass transit, the report says. The authors suggest lawmakers tax miles traveled – in place 

of gas taxes – as people consume less gas in the future with electric or hybrid cars. 

“(More urban sprawl) is possible, but it depends on the cost of travel,” said Richard Willson, professor of 

urban and regional planning at Cal Poly Pomona, and an expert on transportation and parking. “If it’s 

expensive on a per-mile basis to use your driverless car, there might be charges for how much you drive, 

if you’re not buying gas. 

“It will depend on how (the vehicle miles traveled, or VMT, tax) is structured. If you pay more during 

peak hours, that would discourage peak hour travel for people who commute a long way from the 

suburbs,” he said. 

Then again, market forces may come to bear, especially from millenials who like higher-density urban 

living, Willson said. 

“A lot of people are expressing preference for urban places that are walkable,” Willson said. 

The car(less) culture 

The enthusiasm for ride-sharing technologies, such as Uber, and self-driving cars will alter urban 

landscapes as well, with a corresponding decline in the need for never-ending parking lots and parking 

structures, said urban planning expert Michael Woo, dean of the College of Environmental Design at Cal 

Poly Pomona and former general manager of Flexcar, the first car-sharing service in Southern California. 

“It seems likely that the owners of these parking structures are going to think of new ways to recycle what 

was originally designed as storage for cars,” said Woo, who served on the Los Angeles City Council from 

1985 to 1993. 



More than meets the eye 

Developers are now building flexibility into parking structures, so they can transform into something new 

in anticipation of the reduced demand for parking, Willson said. That translates into level floors and 

centrally located elevators, designing them to convert to housing or offices in the future, Willson said. 

Today’s underground parking structures, Woo said, could be repurposed for movie theaters, nightclubs 

and restaurants. 

“I think these kinds of issues are now being debated by planners architects (and) property owners who are 

trying to figure out how to repurpose this existing space,” Woo said. 

High in fiber 

Expanding technologies help keep people closer to home. 

“People will have alternatives to traveling because of virtual reality and teleconferencing (from home),” 

Willson said. 

The anticipation for most household items to be connected to the internet, and widespread adoption of 

data-heavy applications such as virtual reality and more video-based internet use, will demand higher 

internet speeds, experts say. In response, developers and cities are increasingly incorporating fiber-optic 

communications infrastructure to large, master-planned housing projects. 

“It’s enabling the internet of things and technologies we haven’t considered yet by (having) that 

foundation of fiber in place,” said Jeff Reiman, principal of The Broadband Group, a consulting firm 

based in Las Vegas that helps cities and businesses incorporate the technology. “When you’re designing a 

development for the next 20 years, you do not want to put in infrastructure that was designed for the last 

20 years.” 

For example, in Ontario, every new home in the new Ontario Ranch development, planned for about 

46,000 units, will be connected to a system that will provide faster internet speeds of up to 1 gigabit per 

second, analogous to the difference between a slightly turned on water faucet and a faucet at full blast. 

“The city’s strategy is to future-proof the community,” said developer Randall Lewis, principal of the 

Lewis Group of Companies, which is helping to build Park Place, one of the first neighborhoods in 

Ontario Ranch. “The hope is that it will be attractive to families for communications, for entertainment, 

for working, and for uses that may emerge in the future.” 

The changing mall 

Have doubts? Already the comparatively humble smartphone has already led to big changes in the retail 

world. 

As more people shop on their phones, the rise of Amazon and other online retailers has led to fewer 

customers trekking to traditional brick and mortar retailers – and subsequent store closures. 

Experts envision a reduced number of shopping centers in the coming decades with the closure of older 

shopping centers and their redevelopment into other uses, such as housing. Examples are already seen in 

the transformation going on at the Laguna Hills Mall, a new plan for office and residential at Montclair 

Place and an even more ambitious plan at the Promenade in Woodland Hills. 

At the latter, owner Westfield Corp. announced late last year its desire to redevelop the mall into a mixed-

use residential and retail center with office space and space for entertainment and sports. Construction, 



officials said, could begin in 2020, pending environmental review and Los Angeles Planning Commission 

approval. 

The city of Laguna Hills approved and construction is underway on luxury apartments, a movie theater, 

park and indoor and outdoor shops at the Laguna Hills Mall, with completion of the first phase expected 

next year, officials said. 

“When I was younger, the mall was the place to hang out,” said David Chantarangsu, community 

development director for the city of Laguna Hills. “I’d much rather be outside and eating at a restaurant 

that has an outdoor patio and go someplace to walk around in the great California weather. It’s more 

experiential-based now.” 

Lewis agrees: “It’s becoming more place-driven. There’s more emphasis on services. There’s more 

emphasis on entertainment. There’s more emphasis on food.” 

The future is now 

Much of the changes hinted at are already under way. Lewis said his firm’s new apartment projects, 

including a yet-to-be named 570-unit rental project to be built just north of the Citizens Business Bank 

Arena in Ontario, will incorporate design concepts for people to better work from home and areas to 

accept packages from Amazon and other online retailers. 

Which brings us back to Joni Mitchell – or perhaps her modern-day alter ego – changing those lyrics to 

pave a parking lot to put up paradise. 

“If self-driving cars reduce the stress of traffic, if building in parking lots makes more walkable places 

that people enjoy, and if driverless cars make accessibility available for everyone, including those who 

can’t drive because of disability or age, those three things are an opportunity that arises from all this new 

technology,” Willson said. 
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SF supervisors approve purchase of 185 new trolley buses 
Bay City News 

The San Francisco Board of Supervisors approved the purchase of 185 new trolley buses, according to 

officials from the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency. 

The new 40-foot buses will replace ones that are more than 17 years old and account for 40 percent of 

delays systemwide due to mechanical problems. 

“We desperately need the new 40-foot electric trolley buses to improve the ride for passengers and the 

impacts on our environment,” Board President London Breed said in a statement. 

The new buses will serve the hilliest and busiest routes, so they cannot come too quickly, Breed said. 

Electric trolley buses are rubber-tired buses with motors connected to electricity on overhead wires. 

Transit officials said that though trolley buses can be less flexible than motorbuses, they are quieter, more 

energy efficient and less polluting. 

Officials also said the trolley buses work better on hills, need less maintenance and last longer than 

motorbuses. 

http://www.sfexaminer.com/sf-supervisors-approve-purchase-185-new-trolley-buses/
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VTA Daily News Coverage for Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

1. San Jose City Council to decide on exclusive property-sale talks with Google for massive downtown 

village (Mercury News) 
2. Diridon Station Area? Google land deserves a better name (Mercury News) 
3. California Today: Google’s Idea for a New Silicon Valley (New York Times) 
4. City Council to vote on whether to enter exclusive talks with Google over San Jose office (KTVU 

Ch. 2) 

San Jose City Council to decide on exclusive property-sale talks with Google for 

massive downtown village (Mercury News) 

The San Jose City Council is scheduled to vote today on whether to enter into exclusive 

negotiations with Google for the sale of 16 city- and municipal-owned parcels in downtown San 

Jose for its proposed transit village. 

If the project is ultimately green-lighted, Google would build a massive tech campus and transit 

village in the Diridon Station area. It would generate millions of dollars in tax revenue and add 

up to 20,000 tech jobs in an area where experts have estimated that up to 3,000 housing units 

could be built, city officials said Tuesday. 

Apart from the Google plans, thousands of residential units have been completed in the 

downtown area recently, and 6,000 more are in the pipeline. 

“In addition to creating a tremendous number of new jobs for our residents, the proposed 

(Google) development would generate millions in annual tax revenues to enhance critical city 

services,” according to the mayor’s office. 

If Google buys the 16 government-owned parcels, all near the Diridon train station and SAP 

Center, they would become part of the Google development. 

“Extraordinary architecture, urban design, environmental sustainability, retail amenities, transit 

ridership and vibrant public spaces” would be the hallmarks of the Google village, San Jose 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/06/20/google-san-jose-negotiate-transit-village-downtown/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/06/20/google-san-jose-negotiate-transit-village-downtown/


Mayor Sam Liccardo and four other City Council members wrote in a letter prepared for 

Tuesday’s City Council meeting. 

An estimated 15,000 to 20,000 Google employees would eventually work in the transit village’s 

office complexes. About 6 million to 8 million square feet of office and research space would be 

built in the project. 

“With major transportation investments on the horizon — including BART, high-speed rail, bus 

rapid transit, and an electrified CalTrain — Diridon Station will become the ‘Grand Central 

Station’ of the West Coast,” the mayor and others wrote in their memo to the city. 

Liccardo, the vice mayor and three other council members urged the City Council to approve 

the exclusive negotiations with the tech titan. 

“Google’s vision of an integrated development in San Jose aligns with the aspirations of the city, 

transit agencies, surrounding neighborhoods, and downtown businesses,” according to the 

letter. Google would be expected to undertake “extensive” community outreach in connection 

with the purchase of the properties, the letter stated. 

Various groups of investors have spent a combined $188.5 million buying parking lots, industrial 

buildings and even some residences in the Diridon Station area. 

In September 2015, Trammell Crow — Google’s development partner for the transit village 

—  spent $58.5 million for an 8.3-acre site where the developer intends to build 1 million 

square feet of offices and 325 apartments. 

However, starting in mid-December of 2016, the pace of the property purchases 

intensified. Two groups of property investors with connections to Trammel Crow or Google 

have been buying up properties in the area, which is home to a motley assortment of older 

industrial sites and other properties. The buyers, operating under the names TC Agoge 

Associates and Rhyolite Enterprises, have spent a combined $130 million in the acquisition 

binge. More properties have been optioned by sellers to Trammell Crow or its affiliates. 

“I am supportive of Google’s interest in coming to San Jose and expect they will continue to be 

the great corporate citizen they have shown to be in other communities,” San Jose City 

Councilman Sergio Jimenez stated in a letter to the City Council. “It is my sense that Google 

recognizes and appreciates the impacts this project will have on our city.” 

Back to Top 

Diridon Station Area? Google land deserves a better name (Mercury News) 

Ever since “The Valley of Heart’s Delight” disappeared beneath a tsunami of asphalt, our 

leaders have struggled to conceive the right names for attributes that should bring us wealth 

and attention. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/06/19/diridon-station-area-google-land-deserves-a-better-name/


Is San Jose the “Capital of Silicon Valley?” Not close. Does the VTA really provide “Solutions that 

Move You?” Let’s hope not. Could we have come up with a better name for “light rail?” I think 

so. 

That brings me to today’s task. With the possibility of Google eventually building up to 8 million 

square feet of offices on the western end of San Jose’s downtown, it’s time to crowd-source the 

right name for this district, one that can be used repeatedly. 

The Diridon Caltrain Station is on the west end of downtown San Jose. Google Maps 

On city documents, this turf is described as the “Diridon Station Area.” Let’s be blunt. This 

won’t do. We have to come up with something better.  “Diridon Station Area” has all the 

euphonious sounds of a metronome ticking. 

It is not that Rod Diridon Sr., the former county supervisor for whom the station is named, is a 

bad guy.  He devoted his career to transit, particularly light rail.  But naming the depot for him is 

enough.  Naming an entire district for him is something very different. 

So today I’m beginning a contest to draft a better name for the territory around the train 

station, which includes the Google project, the arena, and a few converted cannery buildings. 

Here’s how it works: You send me your suggestion, along with your name and where you live. 

With a committee of advisers, I’ll pick the top three suggestions — and readers can vote to 

select the winner. 

Remember, the bar is low. We really can’t do any worse than Diridon Station Area. City officials 

have begun referring to the Diridon Station Area Plan, or D-SAP, which sounds like an attack in a 

dark alley. That’s why a new name is so critical. 

So what am I looking for? Here are four pieces of advice: 

 A)  Keep it short. The memorable sections of other cities — “Lo Do” in Denver, “the Village” in 

New York, “the Loop” in Chicago — are all one or two words.  If you have to add “district” or 

“area,” chances are the name has already lost its impact. 

B) Name it for a physical characteristic. The three distinguishing elements of this area are the 

train station, the arena, and Google. Some combination of those might fit.  And one day BART 

or high-speed rail might arrive as well. The name should be reasonably straightforward and 

memorable. 

C) Avoid a person’s name. “Diridon” has stuck to the station because Caltrain conductors 

repeatedly call out the name to distinguish it from San Jose’s other station, Tamien.  But over 

the years, people forget political leaders. They remember the landscape. 

D) Stay away from the bureaucratic. Words like “transfer” and “transit” and, God forbid, 

“multi-modal,” are toxic. Avoid them at all costs. 



So what ideas have occurred to me?  I’ve considered options that range from the playful (Choo-

Choo) to the abbreviated (TAG, for train-arena-google) to something based on Google 

(Alphabet City) to a moniker that refers more generally to the Internet (Dot Commons). 

I’m not sure any of those fit. That’s why I’m turning to you. If you have an idea, email me at 

sherhold@bayareanewsgroup.com. We’ll take it from there. Remember, we have nothing to 

lose but our metronomes. 
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California Today: Google’s Idea for a New Silicon Valley (New York Times) 

Google and the city of San Jose have a vision for a new Silicon Valley: compact, walkable and 

accessible by public transportation, a stark departure from the suburban sprawl that has 

brought the cradle of American technological innovation to the brink of a gridlocked meltdown. 

The San Jose City Council will vote Tuesday on whether to offer Google exclusive negotiating 

rights for parcels of city-owned land next to Diridon train station, part of a plan to transform 

250 acres of downtown San Jose into a transport hub connected to office towers and 

apartments. 

Newsletter Sign Up 

The news and stories that matter to Californians (and anyone else interested in the state). Sign 

up to get it by email. 

Top of Form 

  “The future of Silicon Valley critically depends on our development of a vibrant urban center,” 

Mayor Sam Liccardo of San Jose said in an interview. “We’re trying to retrofit the city that was 

built for automobiles into a city built for people.” 

Google and other technology companies have been criticized for contributing to the sharp 

increases in housing costs in the San Francisco Bay Area — and not doing much to address the 

fallout for the hundreds of thousands of lower- and middle-income workers who can no longer 

afford to live there. The Diridon station plan does not immediately address this problem: It calls 

for office space for 15,000 to 20,000 workers and only 2,500 units of housing, according to the 

mayor. 

But through a web of public transportation it could connect Silicon Valley to more affordable 

areas. 

By 2025, Diridon station would host Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) trains and, if fierce 

opposition by the state’s Republican Congressional delegation is overcome, a high-speed rail 

mailto:sherhold@bayareanewsgroup.com
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/20/us/california-today-google-san-jose-silicon-valley.html?_r=0


line already under construction in the central valley, which would allow someone to live in 

Fresno and get to San Jose in less than an hour. 

Diridon station, named after Rod Diridon, a tireless advocate of public transport for the Bay 

Area and already a hub for Amtrack, Caltrain and San Jose’s light-rail system, will be the “largest 

intermodal transit hub in the West,” according to the mayor. 

A Google spokesman said the company was looking to build up to 8 million square feet of office 

space at the site, around three times the size of Apple’s new “spaceship” headquarters. The 

increase in office space would be gradual, the spokesman said, and of course contingent on 

reaching a deal with the city. 

“This is very early on,” Mr. Liccardo said. “We haven’t even started dating yet and folks are 

already talking about the size of the ring.” 

Back to Top 

 

City Council to vote on whether to enter exclusive talks with Google over San 

Jose office (KTVU Ch. 2) 

San Jose City Council is set to vote Tuesday on an agreement that would enter the city into 

exclusive talks with Google to build a 6 million-square-foot office and retail development on the 

western edge of downtown. 

Since December, Google and the Trammell Crow Company, a development firm with offices in 

10 states, have acquired several parcels around the Diridon station, including a property on 

Montgomery Street formerly owned by AT&T. 

The Mountain View-based search giant is also seeking to acquire the city's Fire Training 

property at 255 S. Montgomery St. and the four properties owned by the Successor Agency to 

the Redevelopment Agency that 

were included in the site that was previously considered for a ballpark development for the 

Oakland A's. 

Mayor Sam Liccardo announced earlier this month that the mixed-use, transit-oriented site 

would accommodate between 15,000 and 20,000 jobs and include public plazas and paseos, 

retail shops and a public greenbelt and park along Los Gatos Creek. 

Unlike many other tech developments, San Jose is staying away from the word "campus" to 

describe the proposed office, which can sound insular, said Nanci Klein, San Jose's Assistant 

Director of Economic Development and Director of Real Estate. 

Klein likened the new development to the Samsung complex in North San Jose, which features 

dining options for the public. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/04/21/apple-park-by-the-numbers/
http://www.ktvu.com/news/262552592-story
http://www.ktvu.com/news/262552592-story


As a transit hub with train services from Caltrain, Amtrak, light-rail, the Altamont Corridor 

Express and bus agencies for three counties, city officials expect the development to 

accommodate and encourage 

car-free commuting. 

The station is also planned as a future stop on the California High-Speed Rail line and Phase II of 

the San Jose BART extension, slated for completion in 2026. 

Currently Diridon sees about 900 transit trips per day, but when the high-speed rail and BART 

move in, city officials expect that number to shoot up to 1,600. 

Heavy construction in the area will mean that, if the Google plan moves forward, development 

likely would not start until after 2020 at the earliest, Klein said. 

Liccardo, Vice Mayor Magdalena Carrasco and council members Dev Davis, Raul Peralez and 

Sylvia Arenas signed a memo on Friday in support of the exclusive negotiating agreement while 

calling for a fair market value for the sale of any publicly owned parcels, not subsidizing the 

development with taxpayer dollars and implementing a "transparent community engagement 

process" involving local residents, small businesses and local organizations. 

Activists from some of those organizations, including Working Partnerships, Silicon Valley 

Rising, Unite Here Local 19, the South Bay Labor Council and Latinos United for a New America 

delivered a letter to council 

staffers at City Hall this morning, calling on the council to oversee a "broad and inclusive 

community engagement process" to mitigate displacement caused by the potential 

development and protect low-income workers involved with it. 

Union leaders voiced their support for the community benefits and influx of jobs that could be 

made possible by the Google development, but are pushing City Council to require Google, 

Trammell Crow, other tenants and 

their contractors to "at least" meet the city's living wage policy and to meet with labor 

organizations about the recruitment and training of local workers. 

The letter cites research from the University of California at Berkeley suggesting that the site's 

proximity to transit, huge increases in office space and the arrival of a mass of highly paid 

employees could trigger displacement and gentrification downtown. 

But some city officials say housing is not the issue in San Jose. 

"San Jose has a tremendous amount of housing and not enough jobs," Klein said, calling San 

Jose "the bedroom community." 

Neighboring cities like Cupertino, Mountain View and Santa Clara have more jobs than they do 

housing, but in San Jose, it's the other way around, Klein said, citing that the city has 0.83 jobs 

per employed resident. 



Over the last decade, neighboring cities have built one housing unit for every nine jobs created 

while San Jose built one for every three, according to Klein. 

"Jobs coming into the community is extremely good," Klein said. 

    

 

 



From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Wednesday, June 21, 2017 2:35 PM 

To: VTA Board of Directors 

Subject: REMINDER: Notice of Cancellation - June 23, 2017 VTA Board of Directors Regular Meeting  

 

VTA Board of Directors: 

This is a reminder that the VTA Board of Directors Regular meeting scheduled for Friday, June 

23, 2017, at 9:00 a.m. has been CANCELLED.   

You may view the Notice of Cancellation by clicking here.   

Just a reminder, the next Board of Directors Regular meeting is scheduled for August 3, 2017, at 

5:30 p.m. 

Thank you. 

 

VTA Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA  95134 

board.secretary@vta.org (e-mail) 

(408) 321.5680 (telephone) 

(408) 955.0891 (fax) 

 

 

 

http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/bod_062317_can.pdf
board.secretary@vta.org
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VTA Daily News Coverage for Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

1. VTA and city officials officials plan six-mile… San Jose Mercury News and Mass Transit 

2. San Jose City Council votes 10-1 to begin negotiations with Google for Diridon Station 

project San Jose Mercury News 

3. VTA's BART Phase II Update The San Jose Blog 

4. Google downtown village plan gets its first OK from San Jose City Council San Jose 

Mercury News 

5. Transit agency ‘mistake’ reveals extra parking removed from Potrero Avenue San 

Francisco Examiner 

6. Roadshow: Motorcycle lane-splitting is legal, but should it be? San Jose Mercury News 

7. Google’s Plans To Build Mega Campus In San Jose Met With Concerns CBS KPIX 

8. BART board to consider adopting an immigration sanctuary policy Thursday  San 

Jose Mercury News 

 

VTA and city officials officials plan six-mile… 
Julia Baum 

San Jose Mercury News 

Mass Transit 

VTA and city officials from San Jose and Campbell have started working with neighborhoods 

along a nearly six-mile stretch of Bascom Avenue to figure out how to tackle some of the road’s 

trickiest intersections and more dangerous segments. 

The improvement projects they come up with could significantly affect Bascom Avenue 

commuters, including those served by VTA bus routes 61 and 62, the Mountain View-

Winchester light rail line and the Los Gatos Creek Trail crossing near Southwest Expressway. 

It’s all part of what’s called the Bascom Corridor Complete Streets Study, which will focus on 

the stretch of Bascom from Interstate 880 near the neighborhoods of Bascom-Forest and Rose 

Garden in San Jose to the Pruneyard in Campbell all the way down to Highway 85 near Good 

Samaritan Hospital in Cambrian Park. Unincorporated county pockets along the corridor are 

included in the study. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/06/20/vta-and-city-officials-officials-plan-six-mile-makeover-on-bascom-avenue/


City and Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority planners are hoping residents along that 

stretch can help them identify possible improvements to smooth traffic flow, such as traffic 

signals and better access to multiple forms of transportation. 

Two open houses were held last week to kick-start the process, one at Bascom Community 

Center and the other at Farnham Elementary School. 

Residents split into groups following staff presentations at both meetings, then presented their 

findings at the end. The 50 to 60 who attended the Bascom Community Center meeting 

outnumbered the dozen or so who showed up for the second meeting, but people at both shared 

nearly identical concerns, complaints and requests. 

Many asked for protected bike lanes, more sidewalks and crosswalks, and planting of trees in 

traffic medians for shade and scenery. 

Nearly everyone at both meetings said reducing the travel lanes from six to four should be 

seriously considered. More safety measures around Del Mar High School and near Farnham 

Elementary were also on their list of requests, as well as adding signs to the Los Gatos Creek 

Trail entrances. 

Santa Clara Valley Medical Center was a particularly problematic area for neighbors on both 

ends of Bascom. Many said they were alarmed to see seniors navigating the busy street without 

using an intersection and want to see a more direct way to cross there. 

Some older residents like Anthony Sacco, who lives near Hamilton Avenue, said crossing 

Bascom is unsafe for seniors because of their physical limitations and the lack of supportive 

pedestrian infrastructure. 

“I have problems negotiating Bascom Avenue, and part of it is the lack of sidewalks,” Sacco 

said. “It’s too far between crosswalks. I don’t want to have to travel 2,000 or even 1,200 feet to 

cross the street, and when I do cross it, I want it to be narrower than 100 to 120 feet.” 

VTA transportation planner Malahat Owrang said in an interview that identifying where seniors 

live near Bascom and its light rail and bus stops is one of her top priorities. 

“Seniors usually have free transit passes and are more likely to use transit,” Owrang said. “I’d 

really like to look at where the senior centers are; it’s just as important as the schools.” 

Even if all of the communities are on board with the design, it still will need to conform to 

established guidelines in San Jose, Campbell and the unincorporated county areas. 

“It’s a lot of work because it’s a very long corridor, it goes through different jurisdictions,” 

Owrang added. “Any design idea we come up with should be consistent with the design 

guidelines that cities follow.” 

It’s unknown how much the project will cost, but Measure B funds could be used for part of it, 

although Owrang noted that applying for money from the measure’s bike and pedestrian account 

is a “competitive” process. 



The next phase of the study will begin later this year when planners come up with and present 

three different designs for public input. The preferred design and a project cost estimate will be 

announced next spring. 

Residents are being asked to take the VTA survey online at bascomsurvey.vta.org. 
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San Jose City Council votes 10-1 to begin negotiations with Google for Diridon 

Station project 
Janice Bitters 

Silicon Valley Business Journal 

The San Jose City Council has agreed to negotiate exclusively with Google to sell a group of 

city-owned parcels near Diridon Station. 

 

The tech behemoth is considering building up to 8 million square feet in new development in the 

240 acres around the transit station with its development partner, Trammell Crow. The project 

could support up to 20,000 employees in the area, making some community members wary of 

potentially rising rent costs and gentrification. 

 

Even so, council members Tuesday said the project would be a major win for San Jose. 

 

Notably, San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo said in a memorandum he co-authored this week — and 

which was signed by other city council members — that the city will work to negotiate a deal 

with Google to sell the property that was once slated for an Oakland A's baseball stadium for its 

fair market value. 

 

The council voted 10-1 in favor of the agreement, with Council Member Donald Rocha casting 

the sole dissenting ballot. 

 

Google (NASDAQ:GOOGL) has also approached Liccardo and other council members saying 

they aren’t seeking any subsidies for the potential project. 

 

"What we have before us is a memorandum signed by five of us that says we're not going to give 

a dime," Liccardo said Tuesday. "No city subsidy — they're going to pay fair market value for 

the land." 

 

The mayor contrasted that with a deal the city made to bring Adobe Systems downtown in the 

1990s, an agreement that involved about $34 million in subsidies. 

 

"That was more than 20 years ago when that deal was cut with Adobe, and in the 20 years since 

we have all tried valiantly to entice major corporate growth in downtown to provide jobs near 

http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/06/20/google-san-jose-campus-development-city-council.html?ana=e_me_set1&s=newsletter&ed=2017-06-21&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1498062575&j=78421691
http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/06/20/google-san-jose-campus-development-city-council.html?ana=e_me_set1&s=newsletter&ed=2017-06-21&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1498062575&j=78421691


transit, which is what we know is critical for smart growth," he said. "And for 20 years it has 

been more than a challenge." 

 

Liccardo on Tuesday did not have an estimate of what the city-owned land near Diridon is 

valued at. At a press conference ahead of the vote, he said the city is currently working with an 

assessor to make that determination. 

 

City staff members released a memo last week that indicated they would aim to work out a deal 

with Google by March next year, but Nanci Klein, San Jose's assistant director of economic 

development and director of real estate, said Tuesday that the city isn’t locked into a deadline to 

come to an agreement. 

 

Even so, both the city and Google on Tuesday seem eager to move forward. 

 

“We know this is just the beginning but we are excited about the possibility of bringing state-of-

the-art office space, parks, retail amenities … to the downtown San Jose area,” Mark Golan, 

Google's vice president of real estate and workplace services for Northern California, told 

council members Tuesday. 

 

The city in 2014 passed a master plan for the area, known as the Diridon Station Area Plan, and 

completed the environmental work for nearly 5 million square feet of office space alongside 

retail and thousands of residential units. 

 

Already it's clear that, should the development move forward, Google's appetite is bigger than 

that. The area plan will need to be adjusted to accommodate Google’s ambitious vision, but city 

staff members say the document, which took four years to complete, is still relevant with its 

vision for a mixed-use community split into three districts, each with a mix of office, retail and 

housing. 

 

Diridon Station is also slated to see California high-speed rail and a BART extension in the next 

decade that are projected to bring about 140,000 transit riders to the area. Google would be a 

major boon to help support the more than $8 billion in transit investment slated to arrive at 

Diridon Station in the coming years, said Kim Walesh, deputy city manager and director of 

economic development for the city. 

 

"This is really a once-in-a-century opportunity," she told council members Tuesday. 

 

Community members who came to speak about the matter Tuesday had an almost unanimous 

message for the city: Bring the community to the table to talk about community benefits, use 

local labor to build the project and staff it ongoing and find ways to grow affordable housing in 

San Jose, where rent prices have spiked dramatically in recent years. 

 



Many residents told council members they wanted to community engagement with Google to 

begin immediately. 

 

"We have the power, and when I say 'we,' I mean the city of San Jose, has the power and 

leverage now," resident Claudia Shope told council members Tuesday. "We will not have the 

power and the leverage later." 

 

Council members each said they were on board with those interests, but most seemed hesitant to 

place too many demands on Mountain View-based Google too quickly, noting that the tech giant 

presents a huge opportunity for San Jose — one of the few cities in Silicon Valley where 

residences outnumber jobs. 

 

Google's arrival could begin to turn that ratio around, which would provide needed tax dollars 

for city debt, added services and schools. 

 

"There's plenty of ways this can fail," Liccardo said. "And one of the way this can fail is if we 

demand so much up front before we've even started the conversation — before we've even sat 

down." 
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VTA's BART Phase II Update 
The San Jose Blog 

Below is a webinar with the latest updates on the $4.69 billion BART Phase II project. This will 

be the most expensive transit project in Silicon Valley history and add a subway through 

Downtown San Jose with three stations along with a new terminus station in Santa Clara. 

The video is 40 minutes long, but well worth watching if you are interested in transportation 

projects. One question that came up multiple times is why the heck we are building a completely 

redundant station in Santa Clara that is already serviced by Caltrain instead of evaluating running 

BART to San Jose International or Santana Row. Unfortunately, the response was very 

mediocre--it takes a long time to plan these projects and voters already voted for this specific 

alignment. I have to say that is a disappointing answer and is completely misaligned with the 

pace of change in Silicon Valley. It will be 9 years (at least) until this project is completed, so we 

should make sure we build that most effective system that will maximize utilization instead of 

making multi-billion dollar errors because we did the easy thing instead of the right thing. 

BART itself is built on 45 year old technology. I have been a huge advocate and supporter, but 

honestly am starting to have doubts that BART will be the most effective transportation solution 

in 2026. Self-driving cars will completely change the transportation landscape within a decade, 

and costs will come dangerously close to public transit for point-to-point transportation in a 

private cabin. I hope that VTA is agile enough to keep up with transit innovations and make sure 

we are building these epic projects for the future and not for the past. 

http://www.thesanjoseblog.com/2017/06/vtas-bart-phase-ii-update.html
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Google downtown village plan gets its first OK from San Jose City Council 
George Avalos 

San Jose Mercury News 

A bold plan to remake downtown San Jose into a massive, transit-centered Google village with 

up to 20,000 new jobs passed its first public test with the City Council approval Tuesday night. 

On a 10-1 vote, the Council agreed to negotiate exclusively with Google to sell 16 city-owned 

parcels to the search giant. 

“This is a once-in-a-century opportunity” for San Jose, Kim Walesh, the city’s economic 

development director, told the council. “This is a dramatic opportunity to expand the downtown 

core westward.” 

But labor leaders, housing advocates and others urged the council to ensure that the proposed 

project brings benefits for the entire community in a region already struggling with traffic and 

high housing costs. 

“We have a chance to get it right,” Doug Bloch, political director with Teamsters Joint Council 

No. 7, told the council. “The Teamsters are not here to obstruct. The project has to be for all of 

San Jose and not a select few.” 

If construction of the project receives its final approval, Google would build between 6 million 

and 8 million square feet of offices and other spaces in the Diridon Station area. 

“Google shares the city’s vision,” Mark Golan, a Google vice president of real estate services for 

Northern California, told the council. 

On Tuesday, the council was being asked to enter into the exclusive negotiations with Google for 

the properties, which would be part of its proposed development. Council member Donald Rocha 

cast the lone dissenting vote. The government-owned parcels, all near Diridon Station and SAP 

Center, would be part of a transit village and mega tech campus for Google. 

The transit village would generate millions of dollars in tax revenue and add thousands of tech 

jobs in an area where experts have estimated that up to 3,000 housing units could be built, city 

officials said Tuesday. 

“It will mean more local jobs closer to home,” Nanci Klein, the city’s assistant director of 

economic development, said in a presentation to the council. 

Not everyone was as optimistic, however. 

Some speakers expressed concern that a Google village could intensify pressure on local 

residents who are scrambling to find places to live near their workplaces. 

SJM-GOOGBUY-0621-web“We should ensure that the project does not displace low-income 

communities or reduce the supply of affordable housing,” said Greg Miller, a San Jose resident. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/06/20/google-san-jose-negotiate-transit-village-downtown/


Independent from Google’s plans, thousands of residential units recently have been completed in 

the downtown area, and 6,000 more are in the pipeline. 

“Extraordinary architecture, urban design, environmental sustainability, retail amenities, transit 

ridership and vibrant public spaces” would be hallmarks of the Google village, San Jose Mayor 

Sam Liccardo, the vice mayor and three other City Council members wrote in a letter prepared 

for Tuesday’s City Council meeting. 

They urged the council to approve the exclusive negotiations with Google, whose grand vision 

for downtown redevelopment aligns with their own.  And they urged that the developer 

undertake an “extensive” community outreach process that would involve local residents, small 

businesses, faith-based groups and other organizations. 

“With major transportation investments on the horizon — including BART, high-speed rail, bus 

rapid transit, and an electrified Caltrain — Diridon Station will become the ‘Grand Central 

Station’ of the West Coast,” the mayor and others wrote in their memo to the city. 

Various groups of investors have spent a combined $188.5 million buying parking lots, industrial 

buildings and even some residences in the Diridon Station area. 

In September 2015, Trammell Crow — Google’s development partner for the transit village — 

spent $58.5 million for an 8.3-acre site where the developer intends to build 1 million square feet 

of offices and 325 apartments. 

However, starting in mid-December of 2016, the pace of the property purchases intensified. Two 

groups of property investors with connections to Trammel Crow or Google have been buying up 

properties in the area, which is home to a motley assortment of older industrial sites and other 

properties. The buyers, operating under the names TC Agoge Associates and Rhyolite 

Enterprises, have spent a combined $130 million in the acquisition binge. More properties have 

been optioned by sellers to Trammell Crow or its affiliates. 

“I am supportive of Google’s interest in coming to San Jose and expect they will continue to be 

the great corporate citizen they have shown to be in other communities,” San Jose City 

Councilman Sergio Jimenez stated in a letter to the City Council. “It is my sense that Google 

recognizes and appreciates the impacts this project will have on our city.” 

Liccardo vowed that the council would listen to community concerns throughout the upcoming 

process needed before Google can actually break ground on its vast project. 

“Google is not in the business of solving the city’s problems,” the mayor said. “Google didn’t 

cause these problems. These are problems we have to solve.” 
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Transit agency ‘mistake’ reveals extra parking removed from Potrero Avenue 
Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez  

San Francisco Examiner 

http://www.sfexaminer.com/transit-agency-mistake-reveals-extra-parking-removed-potrero-avenue/


Sometimes, San Francisco makes mistakes. 

In this case, a mistake led to the revelation of more parking removed for a safety and 

transportation project on Potrero Avenue than the community was initially told — 60 spaces 

total, instead of 41. 

But neighbors are also concerned that the Potrero Avenue Streetscape Improvement Project was 

designed before Zuckerberg San Francisco General Hospital built its new trauma wing — and 

that those 2014 transportation plans reportedly block emergency vehicle access. 

That allegation from neighbors was later expressed by Supervisor Hillary Ronen’s office to the 

San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, which heads the project. 

These concerns prompted the SFMTA Board of Directors to approve the project in a limited 

capacity Tuesday and carve out a hole in their plans directly in front of the hospital so that 

portion can be studied. 

Julie Kirschbaum, deputy director of operations support at the SFMTA, addressed the parking 

concerns to the agency’s board Tuesday. 

“I hate to have to be here and share that we made a mistake,” Kirschbaum said, “but we did.” 

The project’s myriad other benefits on Potrero Avenue between 21st and 25th streets will not be 

affected by the error, she said, including wider sidewalks for pedestrian safety, a new “red 

carpet” bus-only lane, other medians and wider bike lanes with buffers. 

In particular, the bus-only lane will help speed up the commutes of more than 12,000 daily 

passengers on the 9-San Bruno, 9-Rapid and 33-Stanyan lines, according to an SFMTA staff 

report. 

“It is an exciting and transformative complete streets project,” Kirschbaum told the board. 

Still, the community was in an uproar, and alleged the SFMTA bungled its outreach. 

“For us, it’s the biggest pain in the you-know-where to run a small business” and lose parking, 

Cynthia Anderson-Werwie told the board. She runs Retro City Fashions in the neighborhood, 

which she said may face difficulties receiving shipments with the street changes. 

Potrero Avenue resident David Jayne recorded video showing one of the newly installed traffic 

medians preventing an emergency vehicle from accessing the hospital. It showed an ambulance 

flashing its lights while sitting behind traffic at a red light by the entrance to the hospital. 

Traditionally, Jayne said, the ambulance would have driven around the pile-up, into oncoming 

traffic, and entered the hospital. Instead, it was blocked by the new median. 

That median was planned before ZSFGH moved its ambulance access from 23rd Street — on the 

side of the hospital — to the hospital’s front on Potrero Avenue, the SFMTA confirmed. Staff 

said the San Francisco Fire Department and other agencies approved of the changes in 2014. 



“We have heard concerns through the supervisor’s office of the median,” Kirschbaum told the 

board. 

She and other SFMTA staff said the agency would follow up with the Fire Department and other 

agencies to address the vehicle access concerns. 

ZSFGH spokesperson Brent Andrew said he was aware of “no particularly significant” issues 

ambulances had accessing the hospital. He also would not comment on the video. 

However, he added, “We are aware of the issue and I do know we have been in discussions with 

the SFMTA.” 

Ronen’s office said the supervisor’s concern is that, “the street is safe for everybody.” 
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Roadshow: Motorcycle lane-splitting is legal, but should it be? 
Gary Richards 

San Jose Mercury News 

Q: I am so saddened that a motorcyclist died on Interstate 880 recently while lane-splitting. With 

the number of terrible and unsafe drivers we have, I wish this law could be changed. In other 

states this is illegal. What is your valued opinion? 

P.S. I am an X-ray technologist. Need I say more? Carol Martin, San Lorenzo 

A: No, you’ve made your case. These types of tragedies really sadden me. This accident 

occurred when Matthew Newman, 33, of San Ramon clipped two vans as he split traffic between 

the two far-left lanes near Davis Street in San Leandro. 

However, some research shows that lane-splitting can be done safely. A UC-Berkeley study a 

couple of years ago concluded that the practice actually reduces crashes because motorcyclists 

are less likely to slam into a vehicle ahead of them when using the same lane. 

California made lane-splitting legal as of Jan. 1, becoming the first state to do so. However, the 

California Highway Patrol has yet to develop guidelines that will determine at what speeds 

motorcyclists may do this. 

But your feedback makes this an appropriate time to address this again. 

Q: I am finally emailing you about this safety issue of splitting lanes. As traffic slows down to 

10, 15 or 20 mph, motorcyclists come up on either side of one’s car, bobbing and weaving 

through traffic. 

Needless to say, there have been occasions when I have been startled, especially when “attacked” 

almost simultaneously on both sides of my car. 

I have been frightened and angered enough to the point that if I hit one, I’d almost want to get 

out of the car and physically express my anger. It seems that over the years, it has gotten worse. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/06/21/roadshow-lane-splitters-drivers-pay-attention/


While I don’t want to hit or harm anyone, I don’t want to be responsible for some jerk who 

pretends to be invincible. 

Kirk Lawson, Oakland 

A: When freeway speeds are low, experts say lane-splitting is OK but that motorcyclists should 

only go 10-15 mph faster than traffic. And they should limit splitting to the two far-left lanes. 

Also, when motorists change lanes, signal. But don’t lose your temper, Mr. Lawson. Be cool and 

watchful. 

Q: What does “Look twice for motorcycles” mean? How does one do that? It appears 

occasionally on the highway signs. I can’t figure out how to “look twice.” 

Fred Parkinson, Oakland 

A: It means to always be on the alert for lane-splitters for they are usually traveling much faster 

than the rest of traffic. Look once, then look again before changing lanes. 

The CHP encourages all riders, new and experienced, to enroll in the California Motorcyclist 

Safety Program, which has 120 sites throughout the state and trains approximately 66,000 

motorcyclists a year. Go to californiamotorcyclist.com for details. 

Also, the CHP will be out monitoring motorcyclists through September on Interstates 80 and 280 

and Highway 101. 
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Google’s Plans To Build Mega Campus In San Jose Met With Concerns 
CBS KPIX 

SAN JOSE (CBS SF) — San Jose City Council is set to vote Tuesday on an agreement that 

would enter the city into exclusive talks with Google to build a 6 million-square-foot office and 

retail development on the western edge of downtown. 

 

Since December, Google and the Trammell Crow Company, a development firm with offices in 

10 states, have acquired several parcels around the Diridon station, including a property on 

Montgomery Street 

formerly owned by AT&T. 

 

The Mountain View-based search giant is also seeking to acquire the city’s Fire Training 

property at 255 S. Montgomery St. and the four properties owned by the Successor Agency to 

the Redevelopment Agency that 

were included in the site that was previously considered for a ballpark development for the 

Oakland A’s. 

 

http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2017/06/19/google-build-mega-campus-san-jose-concerns/


Mayor Sam Liccardo announced earlier this month that the mixed-use, transit-oriented site 

would accommodate between 15,000 and 20,000 jobs and include public plazas and paseos, 

retail shops and a public 

greenbelt and park along Los Gatos Creek. 

 

Unlike many other tech developments, San Jose is staying away from the word “campus” to 

describe the proposed office, which can sound insular, said Nanci Klein, San Jose’s Assistant 

Director of Economic Development and Director of Real Estate. 

 

Klein likened the new development to the Samsung complex in North San Jose, which features 

dining options for the public. 

 

As a transit hub with train services from Caltrain, Amtrak, light-rail, the Altamont Corridor 

Express and bus agencies for three counties, city officials expect the development to 

accommodate and encourage 

car-free commuting. 

 

The station is also planned as a future stop on the California High-Speed Rail line and Phase II of 

the San Jose BART extension, slated for completion in 2026. 

 

Currently Diridon sees about 900 transit trips per day, but when the high-speed rail and BART 

move in, city officials expect that number to shoot up to 1,600. 

 

Heavy construction in the area will mean that, if the Google plan moves forward, development 

likely would not start until after 2020 at the earliest, Klein said. 

 

Liccardo, Vice Mayor Magdalena Carrasco and council members Dev Davis, Raul Peralez and 

Sylvia Arenas signed a memo on Friday in support of the exclusive negotiating agreement while 

calling for a fair market value for the sale of any publicly owned parcels, not subsidizing the 

development with taxpayer dollars and implementing a “transparent community engagement 

process” involving local residents, small businesses and local organizations. 

 

Activists from some of those organizations, including Working Partnerships, Silicon Valley 

Rising, Unite Here Local 19, the South Bay Labor Council and Latinos United for a New 

America delivered a letter to council staffers at City Hall this morning, calling on the council to 

oversee a “broad and inclusive community engagement process” to mitigate displacement caused 

by the potential development and protect low-income workers involved with it. 

 

Union leaders voiced their support for the community benefits and influx of jobs that could be 

made possible by the Google development, but are pushing City Council to require Google, 

Trammell Crow, other tenants and 

their contractors to “at least” meet the city’s living wage policy and to meet with labor 

organizations about the recruitment and training of local workers. 



 

The letter cites research from the University of California at Berkeley suggesting that the site’s 

proximity to transit, huge increases in office space and the arrival of a mass of highly paid 

employees could trigger 

displacement and gentrification downtown. 

 

Ben Field with the South Bay Labor Council said, “There’s a substantial risk that it will 

exacerbate income inequality. There is a substantial risk, that will make the housing crisis even 

worse.” 

 

The groups want union construction crews to build the campus and Google bus drivers, food 

service people and janitors to be paid well enough to live in San Jose. 

 

But some city officials say housing is not the issue in San Jose. 

 

“San Jose has a tremendous amount of housing and not enough jobs,” Klein said, calling San 

Jose “the bedroom community.” 

 

Neighboring cities like Cupertino, Mountain View and Santa Clara have more jobs than they do 

housing, but in San Jose, it’s the other way around, Klein said, citing that the city has 0.83 jobs 

per employed resident. 

 

Over the last decade, neighboring cities have built one housing unit for every nine jobs created 

while San Jose built one for every three, according to Klein. 

 

“Jobs coming into the community is extremely good,” Klein said. 

 

But affordable housing advocate Rose Wallace is among those with concerns. 

 

“I am concerned about those who are low-income. I am concerned about those who are on 

disability. I don’t want them to be displaced while Google comes in and builds,” Wallace said. 
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BART board to consider adopting an immigration sanctuary policy Thursday   
Erin Baldassari 

San Jose Mercury News 

OAKLAND — BART’s governing board on Thursday will consider adding the four-county 

transit district to the growing list of local jurisdictions refusing to enforce federal immigration 

laws. 

The proposed policy, dubbed “Safe Transit,” would prohibit BART from spending any money or 

resources on enforcing federal immigration laws, and it would forbid BART employees, 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/06/21/bart-board-to-consider-adopting-an-immigration-sanctuary-policy-thursday/


including its police officers, from questioning riders about their immigration status, except if that 

cooperation is required by federal or state laws, or through a court order. 

It also prohibits BART employees from asking prospective vendors or new hires about their 

immigration status, or threatening to deny a rider or employee benefits based on their 

immigration status, among other provisions. 

BART Director Lateefah Simon, who introduced the proposed policy earlier this year with 

Director Nicholas Josefowitz, emphasized the idea is to focus BART employees’ time on 

operating the system, rather than enforcing federal laws. 

“Not only will the policy deeply express BART’s commitment to our riders, but it is also about 

preserving the separation of the duties and resources of local government from those of the 

federal government,” she said. 

Initially billed as a “Sanctuary in Transit” policy to mirror the sanctuary city statutes in 

municipalities across the Bay Area, including San Francisco, Oakland and San Jose, the policy 

has since been re-branded. The name change came after BART General Manager Grace 

Crunican cautioned against adopting a “sanctuary” policy, after President Donald Trump issued 

an executive order stating sanctuary cities would not be eligible for federal funding. 

Last year, BART received about $55 million in federal funds, including money for capital 

projects and police services. 

A federal court judge has since blocked the executive order, saying in April the cities and 

counties that have adopted such policies would suffer “irreparable harm” if the order was 

allowed to stand. Roughly a month later, however, the same judge agreed to reconsider his ruling 

in light of a memo from Attorney General Jeff Sessions. 

Sessions argued the funding only applies only to a relatively small amount of money from just 

two federal agencies: the Department of Justice and the Department of Homeland Security. 
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From: Board Secretary  
Sent: Friday, June 23, 2017 3:56 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: June 22-23, 2017 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for June 22-23, 2017 

1. Caltrain Strikes Person on Tracks in Sunnyvale, Prompting Systemwide Delays Bay City News 

and NBC Bay Area 

2. Woman hospitalized after possibly being stuck by VTA light-rail in San Jose Bay City News 

3. Light-Rail Service Resumes in San Jose After Incident Involving Pedestrian NBC Bay Area 

4. Lawsuit filed over San Jose flood control project San Jose Mercury News 
5. Bay Area roads and sidewalks buckle due to extreme heat KRON 4 

6. New sales tax for Caltrain? A 1/8-cent levy is in the works San Jose Mercury News 
7. Prospect Road: Major thoroughfare gets long-awaited improvements San Jose Mercury News 

8. Roadshow: I-680 express lanes may open in September San Jose Mercury News 

9. Roadshow: Help! Those bright headlights are blinding me San Jose Mercury News 

10. Bike battle ignited as rentals fear Ford GoBike will ‘kill our industry’ San Francisco Examiner 

11. Op-Ed Lyft Shuttle: Another Silicon Valley effort to shelter the well-off from those pesky poor 

people Los Angeles Times  

12. Transbay Transit Center: Everything you need to know about it SF Curbed 

13. In the days before BART, how did people get across the bay? SF Gate 

14. BART says it’s ‘safe,’ but not a sanctuary, for immigrants SF Gate 

15. BART seat hogs rejoice: It’s no longer a crime to spread out East Bay Times 

16. BART: 50-cent surcharge for paper tickets, expanded discount for youth East Bay Times 

17. Judge must decide how far SF must go to improve disabled access San Francisco Chronicle 

18. Giants’ losses mean drop in Golden Gate ferry ridership San Francisco Examiner 

 

Caltrain Strikes Person on Tracks in Sunnyvale, Prompting Systemwide Delays 
Bay City News and NBC Bay Area  

A commuter train struck a person in Sunnyvale Friday morning, according to Caltrain. 

 

The agency reported the incident on social media around 8:30 a.m., saying the victim was a 

trespasser. 

 

http://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/Caltrain-Strikes-Person-on-Tracks-in-Sunnyvale-Prompting-Systemwide-Delays-430364923.html?_osource=SocialFlowTwt_BAYBrand


Delays of 15 to 30 minutes were reported and VTA was accepting Caltrain fare. By 9:15 a.m., 

trains were single tracking through the Sunnyvale station, which is expected to remain closed for 

at least three hours, Caltrain said on Twitter. 

 

Information about the victim's current condition was not immediately available. \ 
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Woman hospitalized after possibly being stuck by VTA light-rail in San Jose 
Bay City News 

SAN JOSE (BCN) — A woman has been taken to a hospital after possibly being hit by a light-

rail train in North San Jose Friday morning, according to the Santa Clara Valley Transportation 

Authority. 

 

Officials initially reported that the woman had been hit sometime before 10:30 a.m., but around 

11:05 a.m. said it was unclear whether she had been hit in the crosswalk or had fallen in front of 

the train near the Karina station, on North First Street near Karina Court. 

 

The woman was responsive and agreed to be taken to a hospital, VTA spokeswoman Linh Hoang 

said. 

 

VTA resumed regular service around 11:05 a.m. after shuttling passengers on one bus bridge. 
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Light-Rail Service Resumes in San Jose After Incident Involving Pedestrian 
NBC Bay Area  

Light-rail service between the Karina and Bonaventura stations in North San Jose was briefly 

disrupted Friday after an incident involving a pedestrian in the crosswalk, according to Santa 

Clara Valley Transportation Authority officials. 

 

Initially, VTA reported that a train had struck someone 1st Street and Karina Court. The agency 

then clarified that it was unclear if the train had made contact with the pedestrian or the person 

had just fallen.  

 

The person was taken to a hospital in an unknown condition. 

 

A bus bridge was provided to passengers on the Mountain View to Winchester and Alum Rock 

to Santa Teresa lines.  

 

The disruption was reported around 10:30 a.m. Service had resumed by 11:05 a.m. 
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Lawsuit filed over San Jose flood control project   
Paul Rogers  

San Jose Mercury News 

Warning of the lessons learned from the Coyote Creek flood that caused $100 million damage in 

San Jose four months ago, the Santa Clara Valley Water District has filed a lawsuit against state 

officials, claiming they are threatening the completion of a flood control project nearby with too 

much bureaucracy. 

 

The $35 million project is designed to provide 100-year flood protection to 2.2 miles of Upper 

Berryessa Creek between North San Jose and Milpitas, reducing flood risk to 624 properties and 

Santa Clara County’s first BART station: the new Milpitas station, scheduled to open in 

December. 

 

The creek, in a heavily urbanized area, didn’t overflow its banks during this winter’s heavy rains, 

but every 10 to 20 years it does. The last big floods were in 1998, 1983 and 1982. 

 

In October, contractors working for the Army Corps of Engineers began construction on a 

project approved in 2014 by Congress to widen its channel and install other flood protections. 

 

But in April, state water regulators rescinded an earlier approval they gave in March 2016. The 

regulators, working for the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board in 

Oakland, said the two agencies overseeing the project, the Army Corps and the Santa Clara 

Valley Water District, had to restore 15 acres of wetlands or 15,000 feet of creek — nearly three 

miles — somewhere else in the South Bay to offset the harm to the environment from the 

project. 

 

Calling that decision unfair, illegal, likely to cost millions of dollars — and risking a shut-down 

of construction before the work is finished in December — the water district sued the regional 

water board June 15 in Santa Clara County Superior Court. 

 

“It’s irresponsible and beyond the water board’s authority to change the rules midstream,” said 

John Varela, chairman of the Santa Clara Valley Water District. 

 

The lawsuit claims that the regional water board violated the California Environmental Quality 

Act, a law signed by former Gov. Ronald Reagan in 1970 that requires environmental impact 

reports for major projects to allow public input and review of noise, air pollution, traffic, impacts 

on wildlife and other effects. 

 

Because the regional water board already had signed off on the water district’s environmental 

impact report, it can’t come back later, the water district said, and make changes and new 

demands. Also, because the requirement to restore 15 acres or 15,000 feet of wetlands and creeks 

somewhere else will have environmental impacts, the regional board needs to conduct an 

environmental review for that work, the water district’s lawsuit argued. 

 

Although work is continuing on the project, Army Corps officials in the Bay Area have said in 

writing that the added cost could cause Army Corps officials in Washington D.C. to halt work. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/06/23/lawsuit-filed-over-san-jose-flood-control-project/


 

Representatives of the regional water board did not return requests for comment on the lawsuit 

Friday. But they said last month that they always told the Army Corps and the water district that 

restoration work was likely to be required, and that that they believe construction will be 

completed in time for the Milpitas BART station opening in December. 

 

Environmental groups say the regional water board indicated last year that it was likely to 

require restoration work. They also say the flood control project is too traditional a design — a 

concrete channel — without enough features to help restore natural processes and bring back fish 

and wildlife. 

 

“We absolutely support flood control,” said Carin High, co-chair of the Citizens Committee to 

Complete the Refuge, an environmental group based in Palo Alto. “But look around the edges of 

the bay. We have very little habitat left. It provides community benefits, like water quality and 

fisheries. A creek is not just flood control.There are all these other functions of creeks that 

contribute to the health of the bay and support wildlife.” 
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Bay Area roads and sidewalks buckle due to extreme heat 
JR Stone  

KRON 4  

With more hot weather on the way, officials are urging you to be careful on the roadways. 

 

Several roads have buckled in the North Bay and East Bay in the last week. 

 

In a section of westbound I-80 in Vacaville near Alamo Drive, crews spent several hours 

Tuesday repairing what was a road buckle. 

 

That means the pavement expanded in the hot weather and grew out of place putting thousands 

in danger. 

 

“It’s highly unusual in the Bay Area, but the heat wave has been unusual so it’s an unusual 

circumstance,” Caltrans spokesman Vince Jacala said. 

 

At least 2 people die from heat in Santa Clara County 

On Tuesday, there were two sections of I-80 that buckled in Vacaville. 

 

The second section was near Lagoon Valley Road. 

 

And that’s not all. 

 

This past weekend, a section of Highway 50 buckled as well. 

 

And in Santa Rosa, the sidewalk buckled. 

http://kron4.com/2017/06/21/video-bay-area-roads-and-sidewalks-buckle-due-to-extreme-heat/


 

“Usually, it happens on older roadways, so even the smallest crack that happens over time that 

can lead to some buckling,” Jacala said. 

 

Roadway buckling happens when there are extremely hot temperatures often after periods that 

have left the ground moist. 

 

“It won’t melt your tires, but what it does actually, your car could bottom out, so you might 

actually start scraping the roadway….slow down, obviously, drive with caution and do what 

measures you need to take and then call 911,” Jacala said. 
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New sales tax for Caltrain? A 1/8-cent levy is in the works   
Katy Murphy  

San Jose Mercury News 

SACRAMENTO — After watching a flurry of local transit-related tax measures pass last 

November and seeing the Legislature endorse a statewide gas increase in April, voters in Santa 

Clara, San Francisco and San Mateo counties might soon be asked to tax themselves for another 

transportation service: Caltrain. 

 

Senate Bill 797 by Sen. Jerry Hill, D-San Mateo, would authorize county governments and 

transit authorities to place a 1/8-cent sales tax hike on a future ballot — amounting to an extra 

penny for every $8 spent. 

 

“We all pay a little bit and we all prosper a lot,” said Carl Guardino, CEO of the Silicon Valley 

Leadership Group, which is sponsoring the bill. 

 

The revenue would generate roughly $100 million annually for Caltrain as it electrifies and 

expands its capacity to shuttle riders between San Francisco and San Jose, creating a steady 

funding source for a train that now relies on voluntary payments from three counties. 

 

Advocates say the money is badly needed in a region notoriously mired in traffic. But a tax hike 

could be a tough sell in Santa Clara County, which already has the second-highest sales tax in 

California. There, in addition to the 12-cent increase in the gas tax soon to take effect, consumers 

pay a half-cent sales tax that voters approved in November to improve transportation, including 

extending BART to downtown San Jose. 

 

“I don’t agree with any higher taxes,” said Laurie Koester, a recently retired county employee 

who lives in West San Jose. “It’s defeating its own purpose. Why would a person buy a car here 

when they could go somewhere where taxes are lower?” 

 

The prospect of a sales tax hike comes as Caltrain begins to electrify a 51-mile stretch of track 

along the Peninsula, a $2 billion project scheduled to be completed by 2021. Last month it 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/06/22/new-sales-tax-for-caltrain-a-18-cent-levy-is-in-the-works/


received a green light — and a long-awaited $647 million grant — from the federal government 

after months of delay. 

 

Caltrain should trim its bureaucracy before asking voters for money, said Mark Hinkle, a Santa 

Clara County resident and president of the Silicon Valley Taxpayers Association. He also finds it 

unfair that all citizens would have to pay for a rail system that they may never have boarded. 

 

“If they need to improve services, hey, raise the fares,” he said. “The people who are riding 

Caltrain — they should pay for it. Why should I pay for it? I never use it.” 

 

But supporters argue that everyone who sits through gridlock on the Highway 101 “parking lot” 

will benefit from a Caltrain expansion, whether or not they ever climb aboard. 

 

Hiking fares to cover the expansion costs, they argue, could discourage people from taking the 

train. 

 

“Frankly, I don’t ride Caltrain, but I sure want someone else to,” Hill said in a phone interview 

Thursday as he made his way by car from Sacramento to the Bay Area. “I want the guy who’s 

driving right in front of me to ride the train.” 

 

VTA and city officials officials plan six-mile makeover on Bascom Avenue    

The statewide sales tax is 7.25 percent this year, but many cities and counties charge higher 

rates. With a 9 percent tax, Santa Clara County is second only to Alameda County, where the 

rate is 9.25 percent, according to the Board of Equalization. San Francisco County’s sales tax is 

8.5 percent; San Mateo’s is 8.75 percent. 

 

The proposed 1/8-cent Caltrain levy would raise Santa Clara County’s sales tax to 9.125 percent; 

San Francisco’s to 8.625 percent and San Mateo County’s to 8.875 percent. 

 

The tax proposal must clear several hurdles before it appears on a ballot. First, Hill’s bill must be 

passed by the Legislature and signed into law by Gov. Jerry Brown. Then, county and transit 

authorities in San Francisco, San Mateo and Santa Clara counties must authorize it. It also needs 

two-thirds approval from the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board, which governs Caltrain. 

 

For the tax hike to take effect, two-thirds of voters in Santa Clara, San Mateo and San Francisco 

counties — their votes tallied together — must approve it. 

 

Hill acknowledged that even if a tax measure appears on the ballot, its passage is far from 

certain. But, he said, voter tax fatigue might be trumped by another kind of misery that could 

work in the proposal’s favor: “traffic fatigue.” 

 

Roque Leon, 25, of San Jose, said raising the sales tax by 1/8 of a cent would hardly break the 

bank. 

“I don’t think you would notice it that much,” he said. “If anything, I think it would be a good 

thing.” 
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Prospect Road: Major thoroughfare gets long-awaited improvements 
Brandy Miceli  

San Jose Mercury News 

One of Saratoga’s biggest boundary thoroughfares will finally see improvements. After 11 years 

of planning, the Prospect Road Median Project will begin in August, but without a significant 

partner. 

 

This time around, the city could not convince San Jose to participate in the $4.75 million project. 

 

“We’re still hoping that San Jose will join us to improve the road,” a city staffer told The 

Saratoga News by phone Tuesday. “But we’re proceeding regardless.” 

 

While Saratoga shares a number of roads that cross into other municipalities, Prospect Road is 

unique in that only one side of it is Saratoga property and the other side is San Jose. 

 

According to the project timeline, San Jose was keen to participate in 2006. “On Nov. 15, 2006, 

the Saratoga City Council approved allocating the full cost of the median master plan in the 

amount of $50,000. A reimbursement agreement will be developed with the city of San Jose for 

their half of the design work,” read the statement on the city’s website. 

 

The 1.9-mile stretch of the shared road soon to see improvements starts at Saratoga-Sunnyvale 

Road and ends near Lawrence Expressway. 

 

“The Prospect Road Median Project is many years in the making, and we are very excited to 

break ground on this project,” Saratoga Mayor Emily Lo told The Saratoga News in an email. 

“This project is almost entirely funded through grants and will include a number of significant 

pedestrian and bicycle improvements on Prospect Road.” 

 

The grants she’s referring to is a $4.25 million One Bay Area Grant with top-up funds from the 

city to the tune of $54,825. 

 

Saratoga will install new sidewalks where there are gaps, and build wheelchair-accessible ramps 

at intersections, bicycle detector loops that will allow cyclists to trigger signals, and green bike 

lanes. New landscaped medians along Prospect Road will separate the new bike lanes from the 

car lanes, as well as “add to the beauty of the city,” said Lo. 

 

 

On July 5, the city will identifty the contractor, detail the final scope of the project and hopefully, 

“announce that San Jose has decided to rejoin this improvement project,” said the Saratoga 

staffer, explaining that project details are actively being finalized. 
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Roadshow: I-680 express lanes may open in September 
Gary Richards 

San Jose Mercury News 

Q: When is Caltrans going to activate the express lanes on Interstate 680 between Walnut Creek 

and Pleasanton? 

Greg Bacigalupi, Martinez 

 

A: We’re getting so close. The 680 express lanes could open in September on south I-680 from 

Rudgear Road in Walnut Creek to Alcosta Boulevard in San Ramon, and on north I-680 from 

Alcosta to Livorna Road in Alamo. 

The 680 opening is just the latest on tap. The 880 express lanes from Oakland to San Jose are 

now under construction and late this year work will begin on the north 680 toll lane from 

Milpitas to Sunol. And the westward 237 extension might be under construction next year. 

 

Express lanes remain free for carpoolers, motorcycles and electric vehicles. But FasTrak is 

required for all drivers to use these lanes on 680 in Contra Costa County. Solo drivers pay to use 

the lanes between 5 a.m. and 8 p.m. with either a standard FasTrak toll tag or a FasTrak Flex tag 

set to “1.” Carpools, qualifying clean-air vehicles and other toll-exempt vehicles must use a flex 

tag set to “2” or “3+” to travel toll-free. 

 

To order a transponder, go to www.bayareafastrak.org or order one from retail locations 

throughout the Bay Area, including select Costco, Walgreens and Safeway stores. 

 

Q: There are bad potholes on both the entrance and exit to/from the Alameda Tubes. They may 

be in the “no man’s land” where the responsibility changes between the city of Oakland and 

Caltrans. The worst is entering the Webster Tube coming from the left lane on Fifth Street and 

making a 45-degree left at Broadway to enter the curving tube ramp. 

 

Bill Stock, Emerald Hills 

A: Potholes, get ’em out of here. Caltrans filled the ones in its right of way last week, and the 

city will dispatch crews soon. 

 

Q: When is the diesel BART line going to open between Antioch and Pittsburg-Bay Point? 

Though one of the parking lots for the Pittsburg station is just starting to be built, It looks like the 

Antioch station is ready to go and the BART cars are regularly on the tracks. 

 

Joe Nagle, Pittsburg 

A: Should be next May. 

 

Q: On east I-80, after the Carquinez Bridge, the sign for 780/Benicia is pitch-black at night. I 

know where I’m going, but I feel for folks who are not regulars. Is this sign supposed to be lit? If 

not, it should be. 

 

Peter Matzek, Hayward 

 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/06/23/roadshow-i-680-express-lanes-may-open-in-september/
http://www.bayareafastrak.org/


A: Lights won’t be needed as Caltrans is in the process of installing new “retroreflective” signs 

at 224 locations on I-80, 580 and 680 as well as Highway 4. 

 

Q: About using a beater car to avoid car theft: Anybody who steals my car deserves it. 

 

Ivan Godard, East Palo Alto 

A: His 2005 Scion xB has 142,000 miles, window chips thanks to I-880 and a driver’s side wing 

mirror attached with Superglue. It’s been seriously rear-ended twice. 

Beater car? You betcha. 
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Roadshow: Help! Those bright headlights are blinding me 
Gary Richards 

San Jose Mercury News 

Q: I get that bright headlights like LEDs help the person in the car see better. But everyone 

driving in the opposite direction, who gets an eyeful of those lights, can’t see. On the highway 

sometimes, you can look to the side and avoid the worst of it, but driving on city streets, you 

can’t take your eyes off the road. You really can get blinded just at the moment you and 

Mr./Ms.Torchlight are passing each other. 

 

With all the baby boomers on the road, at the time in life when your eyes get more sensitive to 

light, it will get even worse. Surely there are some solutions. 

Nick DeLuca, San Francisco 

A: The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety just released new headlight ratings and the news 

is not good. Its tests showed that many vehicles do a poor job of lighting up the road, as well as 

causing too much glare for drivers of oncoming vehicles. In a group of 37 midsize SUVs, more 

than half were rated marginal or poor for headlight performance. 

 

The ratings are part of a new testing program the institute started in 2016. Vehicles will be 

required to have good or acceptable headlights in order to claim the institute’s top safety rating. 

 

Also, the ratings included a glare component. Vehicles are downgraded if their lights produce 

excessive glare. 

 

Said Russ-the-Safety spokesman: “We have found that better visibility for drivers doesn’t have 

to mean blinding motorists in oncoming vehicles. The ratings are designed to discourage glare.” 

 

Q: In regards to rear-view mirrors, I am an optometrist and I hear this complaint about glare from 

several patients each day — and not just older people. I hear this from all ages. 

 

The Eye Doctor 

 

A: Here is something you can do if the lights of a car behind you are just too dang bright. 

 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/06/22/help-those-bright-headlights-are-blinding/


Lean your head onto the window to your left, then tilt the mirrors out so you can no longer see 

the rear of your car. Lean toward the center of your car and tilt the mirror to the right so you can 

no longer see the rear of the right side of your car. Adjust the center mirror to best view traffic 

behind you while seated normally. 

Q: I drive past the BART construction often. I’m curious about a concrete building going up 

across Montague Expressway from the station. It has no windows and doesn’t look like housing, 

parking or retail. Can you shed light on this mysterious building? 

 

Austa Falconer, Milpitas 

A: The cement structure is the interior parking garage of what will be an apartment complex built 

around it. This is part of the transit-oriented development going up near the Milpitas BART 

station. 

 

Q: When Pat Lamey backed his Jaguar into another expensive car in a Starbucks parking lot, I 

hope he had a chance to use the punch line: “That’s the way the old Mercedes Benz.” 

 

Jack Hasling, Cupertino 

A: Good line, Jack! 
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Bike battle ignited as rentals fear Ford GoBike will ‘kill our industry’ 
Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez  

San Francisco Examiner 

Rental companies fear Ford GoBike’s newest pricing model may potentially cannibalize them — 

and now the bike companies find themselves in pitched political negotiations behind closed 

doors. 

 

Ford GoBike, which is operated by bike share entity Motivate, recently unveiled its “GoPass,” a 

$15 voucher for unlimited three-hour trips in a 24-hour period. 

 

Bike rental companies fear Motivate’s marketing and pricing for the GoPass is aimed at their 

customers — tourists — with The City’s backing.  

 

“It’s completely and totally a life-threatening thing for our business,” said Jeanne Orellana, a 

spokesperson with Bay City Bike and Parkwide. 

 

While competition among The City’s 15-plus bike rental companies isn’t new, Ford GoBike 

enjoys an exclusive app-based bike share contract with San Francisco, allowing it to place its 

iconic blue bikes in sidewalk stations across The City. 

 

Importantly, that means The City does not charge Motivate for use of sidewalk space for bike 

share stations, according to the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency — a major cost 

savings that brick and mortar bike rentals said they cannot compete with. 

 

http://www.sfexaminer.com/bike-battle-ignited-rentals-fear-ford-gobike-will-kill-industry/


Motivate said the conflict was a misunderstanding, and that its primary business is commuters as 

a “last mile” solution for those taking buses and trains. “We see our services as complementary,” 

wrote Dani Simons, a Motivate spokesperson, in a statement. 

 

The bike rental companies have met with Motivate, the Mayor’s Office and other officials since 

last week to work out a compromise. 

 

“I’m not going to let the Ford Motor Company do to our mom-and-pop businesses what Uber did 

to the taxi industry,” said Supervisor Aaron Peskin, whose district includes Fisherman’s Wharf. 

 

Peskin said that if Ford and Motivate did not “stay in their lane,” the Board of Supervisors may 

block their recently announced expansion of more than 100 new bike share stations throughout 

The City. 

“They better behave themselves or deal with the consequences,” he said. 

 

Troy Campbell, director of the Fisherman’s Wharf Community Benefit District, said bike rental 

companies employ hundreds of people at the Wharf. In the negotiations with Motivate, he said, 

the company did not deny it would advertise its bike services in tourist-targeted publications. 

 

References to riding bikes to the Golden Gate Bridge on Ford Go Bike’s “Explore SF” web page 

were removed after drawing criticism. 

 

The bike rental companies, Campbell said, have “been told for years and years and years, ‘chill 

out, this is not about tourism.’ Clearly, that’s changed.” To Jeff Sears, owner of the iconic local 

bike rental company Blazing Saddles, marketing the bridge to bike share customers was a clear 

message: Motivate is chasing tourists. 

 

“We were always very concerned they would crossover into our market,” he said. 

“Sure enough, they did.” 
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Op-Ed Lyft Shuttle: Another Silicon Valley effort to shelter the well-off from those 

pesky poor people 
Los Angeles Times 

Here’s a modern-day startup riddle: When is a bus not really a bus? 

 

The ride-hailing company Lyft rolled out its new shuttle service this week, allowing users in San 

Francisco and Chicago to “ride for a low fixed fare along convenient routes, with no surprise 

stops.” Some were quick to identify this supposed innovation as a bus, and they seized the 

opportunity to mock tech-world myopia. “Coming soon, Lyft Open: It only has two wheels, no 

doors, and you power it with your feet,” tweeted TV host Samantha Bee. A cascade of jokes 

followed about the various wheels that Lyft could reinvent next. 

 

http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-friedman-lyft-bus-20170622-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-friedman-lyft-bus-20170622-story.html


Others, such as Slate’s Will Oremus, insisted Lyft Shuttle is not a bus — which is precisely what 

makes it dangerous. It’s “a service that is likely to compete with city buses, for better or worse,” 

he wrote, which means it poses a threat to public transit and the people who rely on it by 

siphoning off the most affluent riders. 

 

According to Pew Research Center data, “Americans who are lower-income, black or Hispanic, 

immigrants or under 50 are especially likely to use public transportation on a regular basis.” 

Meanwhile ride-hailing apps, reports Pew, are especially popular among college grads with 

incomes above $75,000 a year. You don’t need a route map to see where this is going. 

 

Am I taking a Lyft because the public-transit options suck? Or do the public-transit options suck 

because people like me are always taking Lyft? 

Lyft, for its part, has carefully avoided the word “bus.” But whatever we call it, Lyft Shuttle is 

just another way that wealthier Americans are paying for reliable and convenient services rather 

than demanding improvements to existing public goods. 

 

Services like Lyft are also giving customers the ability to live insulated from those who have less 

money. That’s a time-honored tradition. To take just a few examples: 

 

The Los Angeles Country Club: A park without poor people. Do you love to socialize outdoors 

but shudder at the thought of a less-than-pristine restroom situation, a raucous barbecue nearby, 

or a germy drinking fountain? Try this innovative, membership-based solution. 

 

Carbon Beach: A beach without poor people. Ok, so technically it’s a public beach, but with 

confusing signage and a hostile attitude toward strangers who happen to venture onto the sand, 

it’s effectively private. Sunbathe without ever having to worry about bumping into a weird old 

stoner dude or a picnicking family again! 

 

Postmates: Meals on Wheels without poor people. Sure, you are physically and financially able 

to go to the grocery store, but your time is valuable. Just get dinner delivered, plate it at home, 

and it’s almost like you’ve got a private chef. You’ll never have to cross paths with someone 

using food stamps again! If you’re a real DIY type, try a meal-kit service like Blue Apron for a 

similar effect. 

 

Private jets: Air travel without poor people. Sick of sneezing seatmates and crammed overhead 

bins? Hate the looks that fellow travelers give you as they file back to economy class, where 

they’ve paid $60 for an additional four inches of legroom? There’s a better way! 

 

Even if most ride-hailing customers aren’t at risk of joining the private-jet set and still take 

public transit from time to time (which research suggests they do — for now), the impulse to hail 

a Lyft Shuttle rather than the city bus is rooted at least partly in a desire not to occupy the same 

spaces as people with fewer resources, no access to healthcare, little income. That’s an impulse 

we need to fight, not encourage. Because once the relatively wealthy stop using a service, it 

tends to be seen as a budgetary drain rather than a collective investment. 

 



Who cares if Lyft Shuttle calls itself a bus or not? The real riddle each of us needs to solve is 

this: Am I taking a Lyft because the public-transit options suck? Or do the public-transit options 

suck because people like me are always taking Lyft? 
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Transbay Transit Center: Everything you need to know about it 
Adam Brinklow 

SF Curbed 

While the South Beach and Yerba Buena neighborhoods have grown up (and up, and up) over 

recent years, the new Transbay Transit Center—would-be crown jewel of the neighborhood and 

linchpin of a transportation network that will, should all go according to plan, one day stretch all 

the way to Los Angeles by rail—has been spreading. 

 

At a modest five stories tall, instead of soaring up it’s been growing out, 1,400 feet from one end 

to the other, like a concrete giant that decided to lie down for a nap between Beale and Second 

streets. 

 

As such, it’s almost impossible to appreciate the scale of the soon-to-be-finished first phase of 

the building until you step inside, like we did for a hard-hat tour with senior construction 

manager Dennis Turchon. 

 

It’s been Turchon’s job to oversee a crew of 700-plus on-site workers putting the pieces together 

since 2012. Now he’s in the homestretch—the first phase of the station must be finished this 

year. 

 

“It’s a concrete thing now—literally,” he says of watching plans long in the making become real. 

 

The original Transbay Terminal was a Depression-era artifact—and quite a depression piece it 

was by the end of its life, rundown and seeing only a fraction of its former volume of commuters. 

 

The new project wants to be all things to all people: not just a bus and train station, but also an 

architectural display far removed from the hunkered-down concrete design of the old building, a 

treatise on innovation as the planned terminus for the state’s high-speed rail project, a Union 

Square-grade retail hub south of Market, and a centerpiece for South Beach as a neighborhood. 

 

Or as the city and the Transbay Joint Powers Authority prefer to think of it, Transbay as a 

neighborhood. “It’s an entirely new neighborhood,” says facility manager Martha Aragon Velez. 

“How often does a city get to do something like that?” 

 

If the transit center is going to succeed—not just as a business venture and a way of unifying the 

pieces of the region’s transit needs, but also as a building that confers definition and identity onto 

the surrounding blocks—its best asset is the PWP-designed park on the roof. 

 

https://sf.curbed.com/2017/6/21/15822390/transbay-transit-center-san-francisco-sf


Not necessarily because of the landscape itself (although it is shaping up to be quite lovely), but 

simply because, as a wide-open perch high above the streets, the park gives San Franciscans a 

place from which to confront and relate to the changing skyline. 

 

On one end, the Salesforce Tower protrudes audaciously into the sky. On the other, a few blocks 

away, the Gothic grandeur of the PacBell Building keeps its peace. Between them, San 

Francisco’s past and present spreads out in a panorama of architecture and history. 

 

Critics of the new, taller San Francisco sometimes find its scale disconcerting. “Manhattan was 

always tall, [...] very antithetical to the idea of San Francisco’s connection with nature,” Jasper 

Rubin, chair of Urban Studies at San Francisco State, said of the skyline in 2015. 

 

Indeed, it’s easy to feel overwhelmed and intimidated by the scale of new construction from 

street level. 

 

But from the roof of the transit center, with the skyline spread out like a buffet on all sides, the 

new scene appears a little more accessible. It’s helpful being able to look at the city eye-to-eye 

again. 

 

Here’s a peek at the work still being done, along with everything you need to know about the 

incoming transportation collaboration over the next six months: 

 

The substantial completion date for the first phase is December 22, 2017. “But that doesn’t mean 

buses will be running that day,” cautions Turchon. Coordinating the comings and goings of all of 

the transit agencies will take time in itself, and bus service won’t happen until early 2018. 

 

Though originally budgeted at $1.9 billion, Turchon tells Curbed SF the final price tag will end 

up just under $2.26 billion. 

 

The entire building will run over 1 million square feet, one-tenth of that consisting of retail 

space. 

The Transbay Joint Powers Authority, which serves as developer on the project, formed back in 

2001, nine years before demolition began on the old Transbay Terminal. 

 

The original Transbay Terminal dated to 1939. The erection of the Bay Bridge combined with 

gas rationing during the war made the terminal extremely popular in the 1940s, serving 26 

million people annually. 

TJPA calculates that the new Transit Center will service more than 45 million passengers per 

year, or about 100,000 on an average weekday. All of those people are going to come in via a 

dozen transit agencies that will connect with the building. 

 

Note, however, that 100,000 a day is a long-term goal, as some of the relevant agencies won’t 

connect to the station right away. In fact, some—those related to the state’s high-speed rail 

plans—don’t themselves even exist yet. 

 



Agencies include AC Transit, BART, Caltrain, Golden Gate Transit, Greyhound, Muni, 

SamTrans, WestCAT Lynx, Amtrak, Paratransit, and (fingers crossed) High Speed Rail. 

 

The 1.3-mile Caltrain extension, bringing peninsula trains downtown instead of to their present 

Fourth Street terminus, will cost more than the entire first phase of the transit center ($2.6 

billion), and has only just begun preliminary study. 

 

A planned BART pedestrian tunnel “will connect the east end of the Transit Center’s Lower 

Concourse with the BART/Muni Embarcadero Station” via a block-long passage under Beale 

Street. 

 

But those rail-related plans are part of a planned second phase of construction, which hasn’t been 

budgeted or fully planned yet. 

 

Pelli Clarke Pelli Architects, the firm behind the related Salesforce Tower design, designed the 

structural element. 

 

To avoid making transit spaces feel claustrophobic, the design incorporates as much natural light 

as possible, including the dramatic centerpiece light column. “[Even] on a dark winter day the 

light reflecting off the awning will light up the bus deck,” Turchon says, noting that the qualities 

of the light change distinctly with each season. 

 

The design of the lacy awning surrounding the building (crews were preparing to install the final 

elements during our visit) borrows from geometric formulas of British mathematician Roger 

Penrose. 

 

And it also takes on the character of the surrounding neighborhood. “It looks like it’s changing 

colors, because it’s reflecting the buildings around it,” Turchon points out. 

 

The rooftop park is 5.4 acres, and measures some 1,400 feet from one end to the other. 

On top of green space, the park will include restaurants, a cafe, a playground, and an 

amphitheater for rooftop concerts and live performances. 

 

Also, roughly 470 trees will be added. Turchon’s favorite: monkey puzzle. 

Curved line shows where the foam-based “dirt” hill go. 

 

Curved line shows where the foam-and-dirt hill will eventually crest. 

 

Piling mountains of soil on top of a building like this wouldn’t be seismically sound, so 

inflexible building foam makes up most of the park’s foundation. 

 

However, as Turchon pointed out, the trees need a base of real soil around their roots too, to keep 

water and nutrients from escaping. 

 

TJPA anticipates that the entire project will create 27,000 regular new jobs in the city. 

 



Transbay jobs related to transit center operations will run up a bill of some $20 million per year, 

according to the San Francisco Chronicle’s Matier and Ross. “We expect to have an operating 

deficit” at first, TJPA executive director Mark Zabaneh told the paper. 

 

But Transbay facility manager Martha Aragon Velez says she remains optimistic about filling 

retail space quick enough to fund building operations. “There’s only a 1 percent vacancy rate on 

this side of Market,” she told Curbed SF. “That shows a lot of pent-up demand.” Retail analysts 

Kidder Mathews estimated 1.8 percent retail vacancy citywide at the end of 2016. 

 

All told, workers in 41 U.S. states have contributed something to the building, mostly via 

manufacturing. (The only states left out: South Dakota, Vermont, Maine, Montana, Wyoming, 

Virginia, Mississippi, Hawaii, and Alaska.) 

 

The two 134-foot, 670,000-pound cranes used during the major construction themselves took 

two days to build from more than 100 pieces each. 

 

Digging took up over a third of the construction time, from December 2011 to February 2014. 

More than 640,000 cubic yards of material came out of the ground. 

 

The excavation went so deep that it dug down to the “Old Bay Clay” level of strata, the 130,000-

year-old blue-green soil deposits that predate the last Ice Age. 

 

Archaeological digs underneath the site revealed a variety of Gold Rush artifacts, including a 

surprising number of creepy broken dolls. 

 

Also unearthed: The 13,000-year-old tooth of a Colombian mammoth, now part of the California 

Academy of Sciences collection. 

 

Almost all of the concrete from the destroyed original terminal ended up recycled. 

A four-story, human-like statue built from leftovers from the old station was planned, but had to 

be scrapped as it ended up over budget. 

 

The center features a mini eastern span of the Bay Bridge, which can be seen from Howard 

Street between Second and First. 

 

Mixed-use tower 181 Fremont, featuring a $42 million penthouse, will open sometime in 2018. 

A movement is afoot to change the Transbay Transit Center’s neighborhood from Yerba 

Buena/South Beach to the East Cut. 
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In the days before BART, how did people get across the bay? 
Graph Massara  

SF Gate 

http://www.sfgate.com/local/article/transit-thing-11235043.php


Not so long ago, commuting wasn't just a matter of adding a few bucks to your Clipper card. If 

you lived across the bay, you sailed to work.  

For the better part of a century, legions of Bay Area city-dwellers relied on ferries to get where 

they needed to go. The first ferry service began in 1850, with just two little ships running twice-

weekly trips from San Francisco to what's now the Oakland Estuary. 

Over time, ferry companies popped up and their routes proliferated, altering the very landscape 

of the cities they served. Ever wondered what that huge, now-unused pier jutting out from West 

Berkeley was for? It was built and owned by the Golden Gate Ferry Company, according to the 

city, and was used to run ferries across the bay until 1936.  

Smaller ferry firms were soon absorbed by the massive Southern Pacific Railroad corporation, 

which had a monopoly on transbay service until a plucky competitor began offering five-cent 

rides to Oakland. That forced down the price, and the 'nickel ferry' became the transit option of 

choice for the unwashed masses – or, as one San Francisco Call reporter in 1910 put it, "a mild 

and harmless form of slumming" for those who could afford a nicer ride. 

It was not an especially quick trip, at least by modern ferryboat standards. The ships were still 

steam-powered until the advent of diesel engines in the 1920s. But many of the ferries served 

(quite good!) food, and some had bars, shoeshines and even barbers onboard — you had to kill 

time somehow. 

Until the Bay Bridge came about, the ferries were a transbay commuter's only choice. After the 

bridge opened in 1936 — followed by the Golden Gate Bridge, which opened the next year — 

ferry lines began to vanish and ridership plummeted. The final Southern Pacific ferry sailed in 

1968, six years before the Transbay Tube opened. The Eureka, the last ship to run the San 

Francisco-Sausalito route in 1941, is still anchored at Hyde Street Pier. (The Chronicle 

accompanied her on her final voyage, calling it "one of the most memorable alcoholic mob 

scenes ever recorded in the Bay Area." Some sentimental riders tried to take pieces of the ferry 

with them.) 

But ferry fans need not despair: In recent decades, the idea of getting to work by sea has made a 

bit of a comeback, particularly after the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake took the Bay Bridge 

temporarily out of commission. It remains to be seen if San Franciscans' mounting frustration 

with BART and parking-lot-esque bridge traffic will lure them back to the docks en masse, but 

private companies like Tideline Marine Group have begun offering smaller-scale transbay trips. 

Back to the history: Older East Bay locals might remember the last gasps of the Key System, the 

sprawling transbay rail network that preceded BART. 

The Key System, so named for the key-like shape of its routes, began in 1903 as a series of 

streetcar lines meant to carry bay-crossers from their Oakland homes to the docks. As it 

expanded across the East Bay, it evolved into an integrated rail and ferry system – only to ditch 

the ferries for transbay rail cars once the Bay Bridge opened. The cars were powered by 

electricity from above, not unlike today's Muni trains. 

The Bay and Golden Gate bridges made a dent in the Key System's ridership, but in 1945, when 

gasoline was rationed during World War II, Key trains carried more than 26 million people 

across the Bay. 

So what happened? The automobile fad turned out not to be a fad, and in 1960, Alameda-Contra 

Costa Transit (AC for short) and its behemoth bus lines succeeded the Key System. Ever since, 

it's been shipping commuters from the East Bay and back at all hours of the day and night. 

Construction began on the futuristic Bay Area Rapid Transit system four years later, but the 

Transbay Tube wasn't finished until late 1974, nearly $50 million over-budget. 
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BART says it’s ‘safe,’ but not a sanctuary, for immigrants 
Kimberly Veklerov 

SF Gate   

BART directors declared Thursday that their transit system is welcoming to all immigrants, 

riders and employees alike, but stopped short of calling it a sanctuary. 

The new Safe Transit Policy, approved in an 8-1 vote, says that people of all immigration 

statuses, sexual orientations, races, religious affiliations and other identities will have their 

dignity protected on the trains and in stations. 

“The idea was to make sure that anyone who’s paying for their ticket, regardless of their national 

origin or documentation status, has the right to a safe ride and doesn’t need to feel intimated that 

our BART Police Department will ask them for documentation on where they live based on how 

they look,” said Director Lateefah Simon, co-author of the policy. 

It also says that — unless a court order, state law or federal law mandates it — BART employees 

and police officers won’t cooperate with immigration investigations, ask for someone’s 

citizenship status or give federal agents access to suspects in custody. The policy says it “does 

not confer any additional rights upon any party.” 

Director Debora Allen, the lone no vote, said the resolution doesn’t protect immigrants beyond 

current practices. She said she opposed it because one section that bars the use of a federal 

verification program for job applicants went against her oath of office. 

“This started out to be a very bold sanctuary policy,” Allen said at the meeting in Oakland. “It 

turned out that to pass such a policy by BART would defy federal laws and regulations and 

would have put billions of dollars in federal funding at risk.” 

People living in the region without legal authorization and their advocates flooded the BART 

Board of Directors meeting Thursday to applaud the declaration, saying public transportation is 

vital for immigrants and their families to get to work and school. They said concerns about being 

detained and deported by law enforcement while in transit are prevalent in the community. 

“The fear has been really palpable,” said Saira Hussain, an attorney with the Asian Law Caucus, 

which supported the policy. “For immigrant, low-income communities and people of color, 

BART is a lifeline to get to city centers and essential for their daily lives.” 

She and other immigration attorneys said the policy is in line with jurisdictions that have 

declared themselves sanctuaries — even though this one shuns the term. And its many clauses 

that require transit employees to obey court orders and laws are common in sanctuary 

declarations, Hussain said. 

Although the BART Police Department has a number of rules on the books about helping federal 

immigration agencies — such as notifying the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/BART-says-it-s-safe-but-not-a-11240604.php


agency for “holds” of suspects who may be here without legal permission — Carlos Rojas, the 

transit police chief, told The Chronicle those policies are not enforced in practice. 

Rojas said that after reviewing records for recent years, he could only find one instance in which 

officers engaged in any kind of immigration action. It was an arrest based on an immigration-

related warrant, and it happened more than five years ago. 

Also Thursday, in a 5-4 vote, BART directors repealed an ordinance, instituted last year but 

never carried out, that prohibited riders from taking up more than one seat during rush hours. The 

agency will instead try a pilot version of the rule on a section of transit line in eastern Contra 

Costa County and may do a marketing campaign encouraging passengers to be courteous. 

Some directors had voiced concerns that the rule could lead to discrimination and police use of 

force against homeless people sleeping on trains. 

The board also approved BART’s nearly $2 billion budget — a process that took a small fraction 

of the time spent debating the immigration and seat-hog issues — and raised paper ticket fares by 

50 cents, which will begin in 2018. A new 50 percent discount will be offered to riders ages 13 

to 18 as well. 
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BART seat hogs rejoice: It’s no longer a crime to spread out 
Erin Baldassari 

East Bay Times 

OAKLAND — Citing difficulties in enforcement, BART’s governing board on Thursday 

narrowly voted to scrap a short-lived seat hog rule that made it a crime to occupy more than one 

seat during rush-hour. 

 

Under the proposal, first-time scofflaws would have been subject to fines of $100 and up to $500 

for repeat offenders. The policy, however, was never put into practice. 

 

But that doesn’t mean BART is done grappling with the issue. On a request from Director Joel 

Keller, staff will look into developing a pilot program for the Antioch extension when it opens in 

May next year. The one-year pilot program would seek to address some of the issues raised with 

opponents of the policy, who said it was a waste of officers’ time, would slow down trains 

during peak hours and could be used to discriminate against homeless people. 

 

The vote to repeal the seat hog rule was split, with directors Keller, Debora Allen, John 

McPartland and Thomas Blalock voting to keep it in place.  Allen made it clear that the 

ordinance, as it was intended, was not to target mothers or travelers, but homeless people and 

other people taking up two seats who don’t want to move over when asked. 

 

http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2017/06/22/bart-seat-hogs-rejoice-its-no-longer-a-crime-to-take-more-than-one-seat/


“At the end of the day, we’re not going to target people with suitcases … we’re not going to 

target young mothers with their strollers, no one would advocate for that. What we are really 

talking about are homeless people,” she said. “And, we have to develop a way to address this 

issue.” 

 

Directors opposed to the rule raised a number of reasons why it was a bad idea. Board President 

Rebecca Saltzman said it could lead to an increase in use-of-force incidents if a rider decides not 

to comply with an officer’s command. Since the rule targeted riders during rush hour, it would 

inevitably cause more delays, she said. 

 

“I talked to individual officers who aren’t excited about enforcing this because they know the 

problems it will cause,” she said. 

 

Director Lateefah Simon, also questioned whether single mothers with small children would be 

fined because children under 5 don’t pay for tickets, but often sit in their own seat. The 

ordinance as it’s written provides for only one seat per ticket. 

 

“They would be in violation,” said BART’s legal counsel, Matthew Burrows. 

 

The same would be true for shoppers carrying multiple bags or travelers leaving the airport with 

suitcases they can’t fit on their laps, or families with large strollers. 

 

San Francisco resident William Walker suggested the agency introduce a public information 

campaign, instead. 

 

“Look at partnering with folks who could make it fun,” Walker said of a possible marketing 

campaign. “Make BART more welcoming and bring back our ridership. 
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BART: 50-cent surcharge for paper tickets, expanded discount for youth 
Erin Baldassari 

East Bay Times 

OAKLAND — Beginning Jan. 1 next year, BART riders will see a 50-cent surcharge for paper 

tickets, but the agency’s governing board also expanded the discount extended to youth. 

 

Currently, only children between the ages of 5 and 12 are eligible for the 62.5 percent discount. 

BART’s board reduced the discount to 50 percent of the standard price, but increased the age of 

young people eligible to 18. It approved the fare changes on Thursday in an effort to drum up 

additional revenue in the face of declining ridership. 

 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/06/22/bart-board-approves-50-cent-surcharge-for-paper-tickets-expanded-discount-for-youth/


Earlier this year, BART was facing an operating budget shortfall of between $25 million and $35 

million. BART had been considering starting trains an hour later in the morning and reducing 

discounts for seniors and people with disabilities. 

 

But a new state transportation bill turned out to be a boon for the agency, delivering an extra $16 

million beyond what BART had anticipated and allowing it to stave off more drastic measures. 

The paper surcharge is expected to generate an additional $5.6 million, though the youth 

discount expansion is expected to result in a $1.4 million cost, depending on how many people 

sign up for the discount. 

 

BART board President Rebecca Saltzman said any fare increase is “not ideal,” but palatable as 

the agency seeks to move more customers to plastic Clipper cards. Like many of her colleagues, 

she lauded the expansion of the youth discount. 

 

“It makes a lot of sense, and it will help families get around,” she said. 

 

All fares will increase by 2.7 percent on Jan. 1, 2018 as part of a biennial inflation-based fare 

increase. Revenues from the increase are dedicated to capital improvements. 

 

In addition to the fare changes, BART’s board also approved a $1.92 billion budget for the 

upcoming fiscal year, which begins July 1, a 5.5 percent increase from last year. BART is 

allocating just over half, or $997.7 million, to capital improvements. That’s a 12 percent increase 

over the past year. 
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Judge must decide how far SF must go to improve disabled access 
Bob Egelko 

San Francisco Chronicle  

Some of San Francisco’s sidewalks, parks and recreational facilities appear to violate legal 

standards for accessibility by people who use wheelchairs or have other mobility impairments, a 

federal appeals court ruled Thursday. 

 

The decision by the Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco overturned part of the 

verdict by a federal judge, who ruled after a nonjury trial in 2011 that San Francisco complied 

with federal laws governing access for the disabled. The judge, the court said, had applied the 

wrong laws on access to streets and sidewalks, parks and public playgrounds, and wrongly 

discredited expert witnesses who found obstructions at many of those sites. 

 

The appeals court, however, upheld the judge’s conclusion that disability advocates had failed to 

show citywide violations that would require a complete overhaul of construction and 

maintenance practices affecting disability access. Instead, the court sent the case back to the trial 

http://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Judge-must-decide-how-far-SF-must-go-to-improve-11240947.php


judge and told her to reconsider the case under the proper legal standards and decide how far the 

city needs to go to comply with the law. 

 

The ruling “applies to every major American city,” said Guy Wallace, a lawyer for the disabled 

woman who filed the suit in 2007. In San Francisco, he said, “they’re going to have to make a lot 

of stuff truly accessible.” 

 

But John Coté, spokesman for City Attorney Dennis Herrera, said the court had found that “the 

city’s public right-of-way and recreation and park programs, services and activities are 

accessible.” He said city officials were confident that further review would “show that San 

Francisco is doing what it should be doing.” 

 

The suit was filed by Ivana Kirola, who has cerebral palsy and uses a wheelchair, and was 

certified by U.S. District Judge Saundra Brown Armstrong as a class action on behalf of 21,000 

San Franciscans with impaired mobility. 

 

Kirola said she has encountered a variety of barriers to access in the city’s public facilities, 

including a sidewalk where her wheelchair got stuck in a tree well, a street corner without curb 

ramps, and three inaccessible city swimming pools. 

 

One of her expert witnesses testified that he had inspected 1,432 curb ramps in San Francisco 

and found access problems, in violation of federal standards, at 1,358 of them. 

 

Kirola’s witnesses also described an inaccessible entrance ramp at one city park and a cracked 

sidewalk at another, city libraries with narrow aisles and inaccessible restrooms, and inaccessible 

or missing handrails at several city swimming pools. 

 

The city’s expert witnesses said their own inspections had shown few such problems and noted 

that San Francisco’s Municipal Transportation Agency provides paratransit van and taxi services 

for the disabled. 

 

After hearing the conflicting testimony, Armstrong said she found the city’s experts credible and 

rejected Kirola’s experts, finding that they had used inconsistent methods and applied the wrong 

criteria. She said the government standards they relied on, the Americans with Disabilities Act 

Accessibility Guidelines, do not apply to parks or playgrounds and also exempt streets and 

sidewalks, or at least those constructed or revamped before Jan. 26, 1992. 

 

But the appeals court said the guidelines are legally binding on all facilities, including streets or 

sidewalks, that are “new or altered” since January 1992. They include standards for such things 

as the maximum incline of a ramp, the width of a park path and the dimensions of restrooms. 

 

Such standards, written and implemented by government administrative agencies, are better 

suited to determining disability access than judges, who “do not have the institutional 



competence to put together a coherent body of regulation,” Judge Ronald Gould said in the 3-0 

ruling. 

 

Gould said Armstrong had ruled correctly that testimony by Kirola and other disabled persons 

“about cracked pavement, potholes, uneven sidewalks and missing or difficult-to-use curb ramps 

did not establish inaccessibility at a programmatic (citywide) level.” 

 

But he said Armstrong must re-examine the evidence under the proper standard, determine the 

scope of any violations at facilities used by disabled San Franciscans, and decide whether to 

order changes. 
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Giants’ losses mean drop in Golden Gate ferry ridership 
Alena Naiden 

San Francisco Examiner 

When the San Francisco Giants lose game after game, the Golden Gate Transit ferry service to 

the ballpark loses passenger after passenger. 

 

Just one ferry route took a service hit — one directly serving AT&T Park — which sees its 

fortunes rise and fall with the stature of the Giants. 

 

“If they win, people fall out of the [ferry] windows,” said Ron Downing, director of planning at 

the Golden Gate Bridge Highway and Transportation District. 

 

Downing presented the ferry ridership loss as part of a presentation on bus and ferry ridership to 

the Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District Board of Directors on Thursday. 

The Golden Gate Ferry routes travel from Sausalito, Larkspur and Tiburon to San Francisco, 

with occasional “special” Giants ferry service from the North Bay for games. 

 

Though Downing did not present specific numbers, he said the special ferry service to AT&T 

Park had fallen “generally flat,” while in past years the ferry would “sell out.” The San Francisco 

Examiner requested recent data for that route, which the district was unable to provide before 

press time. 

 

Generally, however, annual ridership swelled around Giants championship years, at 79,307 

riders in 2014, 92,299 annual riders in 2012, and 87,456 annual riders in 2010. 

By 2016, that ridership declined to about 77,683 annual riders. 

 

As of Wednesday afternoon, this season the Giants have lost 47 games and won 27. The financial 

loss from lower ferry ticket sales was not substantial to the Golden Gate District budget, 

Downing said. 

http://www.sfexaminer.com/giants-losses-mean-drop-golden-gate-ferry-ridership/


Denis J. Mulligan, general manager at the agency, told the Examiner he hopes the Giants see 

their season improve — and not just for ferry ridership. 

 

“For a variety of reasons,” he said, “we hope their second half of the season is better than their 

first half.” 

Meanwhile, the board also discussed a drop in Golden Gate Transit ridership from the North Bay 

to San Francisco, though some of that loss came from planned service cuts. 

 

The Golden Gate Transit system experienced more than a 10-percent ridership decline this year. 

In the district’s financial year 2015, it served 8,172 average weekday riders across the Golden 

Gate Bridge, and 7,893 riders in 2016. 
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From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Friday, June 23, 2017 4:48 PM 

To: VTA Board of Directors 

Subject: VTA Correspondence: Support Letter for SB 614 (Hertzberg) 

 

VTA Board of Directors: 

We are forwarding you the following:  

From Topic 

VTA Letter of Support for SB 614 (Hertzberg) 

 

Thank you. 

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
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June 20, 2017 

 

The Honorable Jim Frazier, Chairperson 

Assembly Transportation Committee 

State Capitol, Room 3091 

Sacramento, CA  95814 

 

Dear Chairperson Frazier: 

 

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) respectfully requests your support for SB 614 

(Hertzberg) when this bill comes before the Assembly Transportation Committee for a vote.  SB 614 

seeks to remove the barriers in current state law that are deterring public transit agencies from switching 

to an administrative process in lieu of criminal penalties for fare evasion and passenger misconduct 

violations.  In particular, this bill allows the fine revenues to be kept by the public transit agency to help 

cover its costs associated with implementing the administrative process. 

 

As you may know, legislation was enacted in 2012 to allow a public transit agency to impose and 

enforce civil administrative penalties for fare evasion and passenger misconduct violations in lieu of 

criminal penalties.  There are a number of advantages to this approach.  First, an administrative process 

does not require the citing officer to appear in court, whereas a trial does.  Therefore, public transit 

security officers would be able to spend less time in court and more time on patrol, thereby enhancing 

the safety and security of their systems.  Second, an administrative process allows public transit agencies 

to have immediate access to information on the status of individual citations and the fines assessed, 

rather than having to track this information down from the courts.  Third, an administrative process 

offers fare evaders and other violators a less confrontational setting than a criminal proceeding, while 

still affording them the right to a full hearing should they so choose. 

 

However, current state law requires any administrative fines to be allocated to the general fund of the 

county where the citation was issued, not to the public transit agency.  In other words, a public transit 

agency would incur one-time costs to set up the administrative process, as well as ongoing costs to 

implement it, but would have to cover these added expenses through its existing operating budget, which 

would impact the resources that would be available for providing transit service.  At the same time, the 

county would no longer incur the costs to process these cases through the courts, but would receive the 

revenues from the administrative fines.  This situation has proved to be a major disincentive for public 

transit agencies to transition from criminal penalties to an administrative process for handling fare 

evasion and passenger misconduct violations.  SB 614 would correct this situation. 

 

In addition, SB 614 caps the administrative fines that a public transit agency could impose for the first 

and second violation at $125, and for the third and any subsequent violation at $200.  The legislation 

also requires the public transit agency to permit a minor or a person proving financial hardship to 

perform community service in lieu of paying the administrative fine, and to allow the fines to be paid in 

installments or handled through deferred payments under certain circumstances.  These provisions are 
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intended to ease the burden on youths and low-income individuals with regard to remedying minor 

transit violations. 

 

We respectfully seek your support for SB 614.  Thank you for your consideration of our request. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jeannie Bruins, Chairperson 

Board of Directors 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 


