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BART Extension Brings Electrified Third Rail To South Bay (CBS 5) 

(Link to video) 

Transit officials are going door to door this week warning residents who live along the 10-mile BART 

extension to Milpitas and Berryessa not to touch the tracks, now that lethal amounts of electricity are 

set to course through them. 

Trespassing on the tracks has not been a major problem, but officials have launched an advisory 

campaign through mail, email, social media and radio in addition to knocking on doors, Santa Clara 

Valley Transportation Authority spokeswoman Stacey Hendler Ross said. 

“Even though we have fences and warning signs protecting the whole corridor, we’re taking every 

precaution,” Ross said. 

VTA workers spent three and a half hours knocking on dozens of doors in the Berryessa neighborhood 

Friday, starting at Hostetter Road and Silvertree Drive. The door-to-door campaign is set to continue on 

Saturday, Ross said. 

Outreach workers are also distributing printed warnings to residents in English, Spanish, Vietnamese, 

Chinese, Hindi and Tagalog. 

“Santa Clara County has never had a ground-based, electrified track before,” Ross said, explaining 

that South Bay residents who may have safely stepped across Caltrain and VTA light-rail tracks in the 

past could underestimate the danger of an electrified third rail. 

The traction power network will carry 1,000 volts of direct current to the contact rails. Contact with just 

42 volts can be lethal, Ross said. 

“You can’t see the current, you can’t smell the current, but if you touch the current, it will be too late,” 

VTA’s BART project manager John Engstrom said in a statement. 

The tracks run parallel to, and in between, Interstate Highway 680 and Interstate Highway 880 from 

Warm Springs in Fremont through Milpitas to Berryessa in North San Jose. 

Intermittent system testing and electrification started in September. Now that the 2018 deadline 

of opening the Milpitas and Berryessa stations to commuters looms closer, the tracks have been fully 

electrified. 

“Now that we are in the system testing phase, the site becomes extremely dangerous,” Engstrom said. 

“Every person in the public needs to understand that the BART right of way is not a shortcut. It is not 

accessible for a reason: for people’s protection.” 

Back to Top 

Officials Issue Warning About Fully Charged South Bay BART Rail (NBC Bay Area) 

BART Tracks from San Jose to Fremont Are Electric, Dangerous The new Berryessa BART station 

is under construction in north San Jose and is playing a role in the railway system’s 

electrification. On Friday, Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority workers knocked on 

doors along the 10-mile extension, warning people who live nearby that the tracks are fully 

http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2017/05/12/danger-bart-extension-brings-electrified-third-rail-to-south-bay/
http://www.nbcbayarea.com/on-air/as-seen-on/Officials-Issue-Warning-About-Fully-Charged-South-Bay-BART-Rail_Bay-Area-422122343.html


charged and can be deadly, if touched. Pete Suratos reports. 
Back to Top 

 

High-voltage warning: BART tracks from San Jose to Fremont fully electrified (Mercury News) 

SAN JOSE — Safety workers from the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority knocked on doors 

Friday along the 10-mile BART extension from Fremont to San Jose to warn residents that the tracks are 

now fully energized and can be lethal if touched. 

VTA, which is constructing the BART extension from the Warm Springs station in Fremont to a new 

Berryessa station in North San Jose, said activating the electrical rail along the entire extension this 

weekend is being done to test the track. 

The testing marks a major milestone for the estimated $2.3 billion BART extension from Fremont into 

Santa Clara County that will include new stations in Milpitas near the Great Mall and North San Jose next 

to the Flea Market, VTA spokeswoman Stacey Hendler Ross said. The Warm Springs station in South 

Fremont opened on March 25th. 

Although transit officials still have several months of testing, they remain on schedule to begin 

passenger service to both stations by the end of 2017, Hendler Ross said. Each station will have 1,200 

parking spaces. 

The testing began last fall, though only certain parts of the track were electrified as the testing was 

intermittent. 

Now, people should consider the 10-mile stretch to be flowing with 1,000 volts of electric current at all 

times. Exposure to 42 volts of direct current can be lethal, according to VTA. 

The BART extension is the only ground-level electrified tracks in Santa Clara County, Hendler Ross 

said. In Santa Clara County, the tracks run parallel to, and in between, Highways 680 and 880 from 

Warm Springs in Fremont through Milpitas to Berryessa in North San Jose. The stretch of tracks is 

guarded by “very high fences” and warning signs for people to stay out of the area. 

“You can’t see the current, you can’t smell the current, but if you touch the current, it will be too late,” 

John Engstrom, VTA’s BART Project Manager, said in a statement. “Now that we are in the system 

testing phase, the site becomes extremely dangerous. Every person in the public needs to understand 

that the BART right of way is not a shortcut, it is not accessible for a reason – for people’s protection.” 

Hendler Ross said VTA sent mailers warning about the electrified tracks in September to residents, 

businesses and schools. Friday, about a dozen VTA workers were going door-to-door to pass along the 

safety message. VTA officials also reached out to the homeless population through shelters, Hendler 

Ross said. 

“We don’t want to take any chances,” Hendler Ross said. “We don’t want people going anywhere near 

those tracks.” 

Back to Top 

 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/12/high-voltage-warning-bart-tracks-from-san-jose-to-fremont-fully-electrified/


 

Teams fan out in San Jose to warn of newly energized third rail (ABC7 News) 

Teams in yellow safety jackets have fanned out in San Jose today with an important safety warning for 

residents living near a third rail that has been electrified. 

 

The 10-mile BART extension still under construction between Warm Springs in Fremont to the new 

Berryessa station in San Jose is now energized for testing. That means 1,000 volts of electricity is running 

through the third rail. 

The teams are from the Valley Transportation Authority (VTA), which is in charge of construction of the 

BART extension in Santa Clara County. 

 

Coming in contact with the third rail could be fatal. "You can't see the current you can't smell the 

current, but if you touch the current, it will be too late," according to John Engstrom, VTA's BART project 

manager. 

 

VTA is also reaching out to schools and businesses along the right-of-way. 

 

Flyers are being left on doorknobs if residents aren't home. They are printed in multiple languages, 

including English, Vietnamese, Chinese, Spanish, Tagalog and Hindi. 

 

The BART extension is ahead of schedule and may open by the end of this year. 

 

This story is developing, and we'll have live reports coming up on ABC7 News at 5 and 6. 

 

Click here for more stories about BART. 

Back to Top 

 

VIDEO: South Bay residents warned about deadly electrified BART tracks to 

future Milpitas, Berryessa stations KRON Ch. 4 

South Bay residents are being warned about dangerous, electrified BART tracks to the future Milpitas 

and Berryessa stations. 

The BART extension to San Jose is on schedule as testing is set to begin this summer. This week, the 

tracks were electrified. 

Transit officials are going door-to-door this week to warn residents who live along the 10-mile BART 

extension. They are telling residents not to touch the tracks, now that deadly amounts of electricity are 

set to run through them. 

Trespassing on the tracks has not been a major problem, but officials have launched an advisory 

campaign through mail, email, social media and radio in addition to knocking on doors, Santa Clara 

Valley Transportation Authority spokeswoman Stacey Hendler Ross said. 

http://abc7news.com/traffic/sj-residents-warned-of-newly-energized-bart-rail/1985356/
http://abc7news.com/tag/bart/
http://kron4.com/2017/05/12/south-bay-residents-warned-about-deadly-electrified-bart-tracks-to-future-milpitas-berryessa-stations/
http://kron4.com/2017/05/12/south-bay-residents-warned-about-deadly-electrified-bart-tracks-to-future-milpitas-berryessa-stations/


“Even though we have fences and warning signs protecting the whole corridor, we’re taking every 

precaution,” Ross said. 

VTA workers spent three and a half hours knocking on dozens of doors in the Berryessa neighborhood 

Friday, starting at Hostetter Road and Silvertree Drive. 

The door-to-door campaign is set to continue on Saturday, Ross said. Outreach workers are also 

distributing printed warnings to residents in English, Spanish, Vietnamese, Chinese, Hindi, and Tagalog. 

South Bay Alert. Tracks on BART extension from Fremont to San Jose now electrified. VTA warning 

neighbors about danger. 

“Santa Clara County has never had a ground-based, electrified track before,” Ross said, explaining that 

South Bay residents who may have safely stepped across Caltrain and VTA light-rail tracks in the past 

could 

underestimate the danger of an electrified third rail. 

The traction power network will carry 1,000 volts of direct current to the contact rails. Contact with just 

42 volts can be lethal, Ross said. 

“You can’t see the current, you can’t smell the current, but if you touch the current, it will be too late,” 

VTA’s BART project manager John Engstrom said in a statement. 

The tracks run parallel to, and in between, Interstate Highway 680 and Interstate Highway 880 from 

Warm Springs in Fremont through Milpitas to Berryessa in North San Jose. 

Intermittent system testing and electrification started in September. Now that the 2018 deadline of 

opening the Milpitas and Berryessa stations to commuters looms closer, the tracks have been fully 

electrified. 

“Now that we are in the system testing phase, the site becomes extremely dangerous,” Engstrom said. 

“Every person in the public needs to understand that the BART right of way is not a shortcut. It is not 

accessible for a reason: for people’s protection.” 

Back to Top 

 

SCVTA advises community as BART tracks are energized for testing (RT&S) 

SCVTA says the contact rail will be energized along the entire 10-mile alignment for testing purposes, 

and any part of the rail corridor should be considered electrified at any time. The transportation 

authority says the traction power network will carry 1000 volts of direct current to the contact rails. 

"You can't see the current, you can't smell the current, but if you touch the current, it will be too late," 

said John Engstrom, SCVTA's BART project manager. 

"Now that we are in the system testing phase, the site becomes extremely dangerous," warns Engstrom. 

"Every person in the public needs to understand that the BART right of way is not a shortcut, it is not 

accessible for a reason – for people's protection." 

http://www.rtands.com/index.php/track-maintenance/on-track-maintenance/scvta-advises-community-as-bart-tracks-are-energized-for-testing.html?channel=


SCVTA will have its Community Outreach Team visit various neighborhoods, businesses and schools 

along the BART Silicon Valley corridor advising of the safety regulations regarding the tracks. 

Back to Top 

 

BART Tracks Electrified In Milpitas (Milpitas Patch/Bay City News) 

Transit officials are going door to door warning residents who live along the 10-mile BART 

extension to Milpitas and Berryessa not to touch the tracks, now that lethal amounts of 

electricity are set to  

course through them. 

Trespassing on the tracks has not been a major problem, but officials have launched an advisory 

campaign through mail, email, social media and radio in addition to knocking on doors, Santa 

Clara Valley Transportation Authority spokeswoman Stacey Hendler Ross said. 

"Even though we have fences and warning signs protecting the whole corridor, we're taking 

every precaution," Ross said. 

Outreach workers are also distributing printed warnings to residents in English, Spanish, 

Vietnamese, Chinese, Hindi and Tagalog. "Santa Clara County has never had a ground-based, 

electrified track before," Ross said, explaining that South Bay residents who may have safely 

stepped across Caltrain and VTA light-rail tracks in the past could underestimate the danger of 

an electrified third rail. 

The traction power network will carry 1,000 volts of direct current to the contact rails. Contact 

with just 42 volts can be lethal, Ross said. 

"You can't see the current, you can't smell the current, but if you touch the current, it will be 

too late," VTA's BART project manager John Engstrom said in a statement. 

The tracks run parallel to, and in between, Interstate Highway 680 and Interstate Highway 880 

from Warm Springs in Fremont through Milpitas to Berryessa in North San Jose. 

Intermittent system testing and electrification started in September. Now that the 2018 

deadline of opening the Milpitas and Berryessa stations to commuters looms closer, the tracks 

have been fully electrified. 

"Now that we are in the system testing phase, the site becomes extremely dangerous," 

Engstrom said. "Every person in the public needs to understand that the BART right of way is 

not a shortcut. It is not accessible  

for a reason: for people's protection." 

— Bay City News; Image via BART 

Back to Top 

https://patch.com/california/milpitas/bart-tracks-electrified-milpitas?utm_source=article-mostrecent&utm_medium=rss&utm_term=community%20corner&utm_campaign=recirc&utm_content=normal


 

Regional Diversity Program Kickoff (KCBS Radio)  

(Link to audio) 

Streets, signals and parks highlight Campbell capital programs (Mercury News) 

Campbell will have its hands full in the next five years with the 27 projects listed on its capital 

improvement plan, with an emphasis on streets and signals. 

At its May 9 meeting the planning commission unanimously recommended the city council 

approve the list of projects and their estimated costs over the next five fiscal years. The council 

will review the project list during a June public hearing. 

Of the 27 projects, 16 are new and the rest are holdovers from the city’s current capital 

improvement plan, according to the staff report. 

The plan outlines projects for the physical and operational infrastructure of public facilities, 

such as public parks, city hall and the community center. 

According to staff, approximately 76 percent of the plan’s budget will be spent on street and 

signal projects, 12.4 percent will be for parks and open space areas and 6.8 percent is proposed 

for improvements to the community center on Campbell Avenue. Another 2.8 percent is 

earmarked for information and technology and 1.9 percent for building projects. 

A new or refurbished aquatics center at the community center is planned. At Campbell Park, 

the city wants to reconstruct the playground, restrooms and picnic areas. 

Traffic calming measures such as bike lanes and wider sidewalks are proposed for Harriet 

Avenue. The city will also make curb and gutter repairs to an uplifted sidewalk. City parking lots 

will also be resealed and restriped. 

John D. Morgan Park will see improvements to its playgrounds located closest to Budd and 

Rincon avenues. The pathway that links the two ends of the park will be repaved. 

The plan also includes a feasibility study for constructing a trail on the west side of the Los 

Gatos Creek between Hamilton and Campbell avenues. 

“I’m proud to live in a city that wants to spend its money this way,” said Commissioner Yvonne 

Kendall. “It says what we stand for.” 

Funding for the projects comes from multiple sources, including the city’s capital improvement 

plan reserve, grants and city fees. According to staff, the reserve has approximately $2.5 

million, an estimated $6 million comes from grants and private funds, $3.9 million will comes 

from vehicle impact fees, and $3 million would come from the park dedication fees. Additional 

funding also comes from a construction tax and environmental services fund. 

http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTgwMDgwMjgmTURTZWVkPTY3NjEmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/15/city-maps-out-projects-estimated-costs-for-next-five-years/


“I’m very pleased to see a number of grants listed. It stretches our dollar in the best way,” said 

Commissioner Cynthia Dodd. 

To view the capital improvement plan, visit bit.ly/CampbellBoardsCommissions 

Back to Top 

 

Highway 17’s traffic, collisions increase as enforcement loosens (Mercury News) 

 In the past few years, Highway 17 not only has become more clogged with commuters – the roadway 

also has become more dangerous, with more accidents and looser enforcement. 

Highway 17’s minority of unsafe drivers – motorists speeding, tailgating and suddenly changing lanes – 

are a major factor behind the steady climb in the number of collisions over the past four years, 

according to CHP officers. 

The winding, mountain road connecting Santa Cruz and San Jose had 983 collisions in 2016, up from 664, 

583 and 420 the previous three years, according to CHP reports. 

The top documented cause for collisions, by far, is speeding, said Capt. Paul Vincent of Santa Cruz’s CHP 

unit, which patrols Highway 17 from Santa Cruz to the Summit. 

For most of the highway, the speed limit is 50, a safety precaution determined by Caltrans surveys, said 

Officer Ross Lee of San Jose’s CHP unit, which patrols the San Jose side of Highway 17. 

“Nobody comes up 17 going 50 miles per hour,” said Lee. “They’re all typically 60, 65 or above. So that’s 

the main enforcement we’re doing on 17, that’s speed enforcement.” 

MORE TRAFFIC 

Another issue is increasingly heinous rush hour traffic, as more commuters flock to Silicon Valley’s 

booming economy. 

The most recent Caltrans data from 2015 showed around 59,000 cars each day on Highway 17, 

compared to 57,000 and 54,000 drivers the previous two years. 

Santa Cruz resident Carter McCoy, a teacher in Fremont, began commuting over the hill in 2008. It was 

the height of the financial crisis and “no one was on the road,” he said. 

Now Highway 17’s daily traffic is the worst he’s seen, McCoy said, and it’s not because of this winter’s 

heavy rains, which caused landslides intermittently closing the highway. This era of hellish traffic began 

before the rains, and has continued since, he said. 

“It feels like it’s getting worse every day. Or maybe it’s my patience getting worse every day, but it 

definitely is,” McCoy said. 

Recently, he’s noticed a backup every workday afternoon, where he’s never seen a recurring slowdown 

before: on southbound Highway 17 at Vine Hill Road in Scotts Valley. Drivers, likely trying to avoid 

highway traffic, are turning left, clogging the left lane of the highway. 

http://www.ci.campbell.ca.us/AgendaCenter/Planning-Commission-6
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/15/highway-17s-traffic-collisions-increase-as-enforcement-loosens/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/04/14/highway-17-traffic-collisions-skyrocket/
https://sccrtc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/2015Safe-on-17-Annual-Report-w-ATT.pdf
https://sccrtc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/2015Safe-on-17-Annual-Report-w-ATT.pdf
http://dot.ca.gov/trafficops/census/


As recently as Thursday, a collision at that intersection blocked the left lane, causing heavy traffic until a 

tow truck could come, around an hour later. 

The backup is likely caused by the months-long closure of San Jose-Soquel Road, a parallel mountain 

road that was washed out in the storms, said Vincent, of the CHP. 

“I don’t know if there’s anything we can do. We’ll take a look at that, but with Soquel-San Jose being 

closed down for such a long term . it’s really modified the traffic pattern for the entire county,” said 

Vincent. “And then you’ve got apps such as Waze that are directing people through residential areas 

that we normally wouldn’t see, so our traffic complaints are on the rise.” 

SAFETY EFFORTS 

Vincent is a member of the Safe on 17 Task Force, formed in 2000 to develop collision-reducing 

strategies, Other members include the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission, the San 

Francisco Bay Area’s Metropolitan Transportation Commission, CalTrans, legislators and local police and 

fire departments. 

The group has taken a “Triple E” approach to Highway 17 safety: engineering, enforcement and 

education, said Ginger Dykaar, a transportation planner from the regional transportation commission. 

For example, Caltrans has done an “amazing amount of work,” to make Highway 17’s design safer, said 

Dykaar, such as installing a high friction surface at Laurel Curve to slow motorists. 

The number of fatal and injury collisions on Highway 17 dropped after a peak in 1998, which had 283. 

That figure has mostly ranged from 130 to 160 each year from 2000 to 2014, until it began its climb back 

up to 262 fatal and injury collisions in 2016. 

As far as enforcement, CHP units from San Jose and Santa Cruz have both received annual $50,000 

grants administered by each area’s transportation commissions, to supplement CHP’s patrols on 

Highway 17. 

CHP’S CHALLENGES 

But recently, the numbers of CHP citations written on Highway 17 have dropped, from 27 citations a day 

in 2013, to 25, 19 and 18 in subsequent years, according to CHP data. 

Vincent said citations are down statewide, due to staff turnover. Each time a CHP unit gets a new cadet, 

a seasoned officer is paired with the cadet for three to four months of training, which slows operations. 

“We’re currently receiving cadets practically every four to six months,” said Vincent. “So I think we’re 

slated to get in six new cadets next month. Well, that takes six officers to train those cadets.” 

He said his unit has a new plan for Highway 17 enforcement, which includes stationing supervisors along 

the route “as much as possible” in black and white patrol cars, which helps slow traffic. 

His unit also is considering shifting officers’ schedules so that more officers are on the highway in low-

traffic hours, such as the early morning and midafternoon, when they’re likely to find speeders, he said. 

“Hopefully, we’ll be seeing an increase of black and whites (patrol cars) and officers on Highway 17, as 

far as our (Santa Cruz) side is concerned,” said Vincent. “We’ve implemented this on Highway 1 on our 

North Coast of Santa Cruz County, and it seems to be showing a dramatic impact.” 

https://sccrtc.org/meetings/tos-safe-on-17/
https://sccrtc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/2015Safe-on-17-Annual-Report-w-ATT.pdf


Skip Shervington, a retired assistant sheriff with the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Office, patrolled the 

Santa Cruz Mountains in the late 1990s, and routinely wrote tickets on Highway 17. He also commuted 

on Highway 17 for 13 years, until his retirement in 2014. 

Shervington said Highway 17’s topography, with its blind curves and lack of shoulders and center 

medians, adds to the difficulty of enforcement, since there’s few places where police can safely pull over 

speeders. 

And veteran commuters know where those places are, he said. 

“When you’re approaching the Summit of Highway 17, everybody slows down. Why? Because it’s a long 

open stretch and there’s usually a highway patrol there running radar,” said Shervington. “So it’s just 

like that. So you know there’s certain pockets and pullouts.” 

Also, if there’s an accident elsewhere in the Santa Cruz Mountains, such as on Highway 35 or Black Road, 

CHP officers must divert there, which means less enforcement on Highway 17, Shervington said. 

He said commuters can help by driving slower, keeping the left lane clear and letting aggressive drivers 

“just go by and let the cops deal with them at the next corner.” 

“The main issue is speed, of course. It gets very easy, especially when the roads are dry, to let your 

speed creep up,” said Shervington. “But the problem is those blind curves. You don’t know if there’s an 

accident coming around the corner. 

Back to Top 
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With ridership down, complaints up, BART to look at homeless problem 
Michael Cabanatuan  

SF Gate 

Facing declining ridership and rising complaints about conditions in downtown San Francisco 

stations, BART plans to take aim at what officials see as a possible reason for both — 

homelessness. 

BART officials said Thursday they’ll clean up the stations, help homeless people who linger in 

them find shelter elsewhere and post and enforce its code of conduct. 

Ridership on BART has grown to record numbers over the past six years and its trains have 

become uncomfortably crowded during the morning and evening commutes. But the strain is 

beginning to show. Ridership has been dropping — on weekends, during nonpeak hours and 

now, for the first time, during commutes.  

Rider dissatisfaction, meanwhile, is on the rise. Crowded trains and unreliable service have 

frustrated passengers, and Paul Oversier, BART’s assistant general manager for operations, said 

http://mms.tveyes.com/Transcript.asp?StationID=969&DateTime=5/12/2017%206:15:47%20PM&Term=+%22B.A.R.T.%22%20+%22San%20Jose%22+%22B.A.R.T.%22%20+VTA+%22B.A.R.T.%22%20+%22Silicon%20Valley%22+%22B.A.R.T.%22%20+%22Santa%20Clara%20Valley%20Transportation%20Authority%22+%22B.A.R.T.%22%20+%22South%20Bay%22+%22B.A.R.T.%22%20+%22Measure%20A%22+%22B.A.R.T.%22%20+%22Ken%20Yeager%22+%22B.A.R.T.%22%20+%22Michael%20Burns%22+%22B.A.R.T.%22%20+%22Bernice%20Alaniz%22+%22B.A.R.T.%22%20+%22Brandi%20Childress%22+%22B.A.R.T.%22%20+%22Berryessa%22+%22B.A.R.T.%22%20+%22Milpitas%22&PlayClip=TRUE
http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/With-ridership-down-complaints-up-BART-to-look-11140277.php


complaints about the atmosphere in San Francisco’s downtown stations — the system’s busiest 

— are rising. 

Passengers say they feel uncomfortable with dirty stations, open drug use and debris, homeless 

people sleeping and lingering in stations and panhandling. 

BART has a policy prohibiting lying down or sitting with legs stretched out inside stations. Over 

the past couple of years, it has stepped up cleaning, including adding a deep-clean team that 

focuses on the busiest and often grimiest stations. But those efforts haven’t slowed the problems 

— or the complaints — as evidenced in BART customer satisfaction surveys. 

“This is something where we need to do more than we’re doing now,” Oversier said during a 

budget discussion at a BART Board of Directors meeting. 

Oversier outlined what he said would be a collaborative effort. BART will work with the San 

Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, San Francisco’s homeless outreach teams and 

social service agencies. The strategy, still in its early stages, is planned for inclusion in the 

budget for the fiscal year that starts July 1. 

In addition, Oversier said, BART plans to increase the number of workers it has cleaning the 

downtown stations — Embarcadero, Montgomery Street, Powell Street and Civic Center. The 

agency also plans to increase efforts to get homeless people into services or shelters. And it plans 

to put up higher barriers around paid areas as part of an effort to prevent people from entering 

stations unless they pay. 

Bevan Dufty, a BART director and former head of San Francisco’s homeless services, said he 

sees the effort as a positive step, and not an effort to just roust people from stations and push 

them onto the streets. 

“There is a level of engagement that hasn’t existed before at BART,” he said. 

BART officials participated in a recent homeless roundtable he organized, Dufty said, and the 

transit agency is working with San Francisco’s Public Health Department on a program funded 

by a $5.9 million grant to steer addicts and mentally ill people into treatment instead of jail. 

BART also plans to publicize a little-known customer code of conduct ordinance it passed in 

2013 — and post signs at stations. Customer conduct ordinances are not unheard of at transit 

agencies. They typically require patrons to obey a series of rules — pay fares, don’t smoke, don’t 

litter, avoid eating and drinking, no panhandling or soliciting — and subject those who don’t 

comply to arrest, fines, refusal of service or being barred from the system. 

Additional community service officers, unarmed officers without the power of arrest, would be 

added to help patrol downtown stations, he said. BART is already working to hire more than two 

dozen officers to bolster its force. 

Rebecca Saltzman, the BART board president, said the agency is trying to take a legal, and 

humanitarian, approach to dealing with homeless people while keeping its stations safe and 

nonthreatening for riders. 

“We’ve been focusing on getting people the homeless services they need,” she said. “But we also 

need to mitigate the impacts of people spending a huge amount of time in our stations and on our 

trains.” 



With BART’s customer satisfaction ratings at a record low and its ridership in decline, the transit 

system is struggling to do whatever it can to make its riders happier. 

BART still carries big crowds — averaging about 423,000 per weekday this fiscal year. 

Weekday trains are still crowded during commute times, but peak-hour ridership is beginning to 

slide — by 1 percent compared with the same time last year. Overall ridership is down 3.2 

percent. 

The ridership decline, which began near the end of last summer, is steepest on the weekends, 

when 7 percent fewer passengers are boarding BART. On weekdays, outside of the commute, the 

decline is 5 percent. 

BART officials had expected the ridership surge over the past six years to taper off, just not so 

soon. They don’t know the reasons behind the drop. Crowded trains and a decrease in BART’s 

reliability are likely causes, along with the rise of electronically hailed ride services like Uber 

and Lyft. 

Despite the ridership dip, and a decline in the amount of money BART collects from fares, the 

transit agency expects to be able to balance its budget for the coming year without significant 

service cuts or fare increases. That’s because the state’s recently approved transportation plan 

included enough money, about $16 million, to help BART fill more than half of its projected 

budget hole 
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BART staff lays out plans for spending $3.5B in Measure RR funding 

Mike Koozmin 

S.F. Examiner 

BART staff laid out plans for spending more than $3 billion of Measure RR funding on repairing 

and replacing critical safety infrastructure with a focus on “urgent fix-it-first needs” during a 

special board of directors meeting in Oakland on Thursday morning. 

Projects that will be funded by the $3.5 billion bond measure approved by voters in November 

include $625 million for track renewal efforts, $1.225 billion to renew the power system, $570 

million for repairing tunnels and other structures, and $400 million to replace the train control 

system and increase BART’s peak capacity. 

Other projects include $135 million to replace mechanical infrastructure like stormwater 

treatment and fire suppression systems, as well as $210 million for station renewal programs. 

The agency also plans on spending $335 million to make BART stations easier to access for 

bicyclists, seniors and people with disabilities as well as to design projects that will relieve 

crowding and reduce traffic congestion in the future. 

Board President Rebecca Saltzman and director John McPartland both commented on the 

complexity of the plans and the need for a shorter summary of spending priorities. McPartland 

asked district staff about a “cheat sheet” with condensed information to share with the general 

public. 

http://www.sfexaminer.com/bart-staff-lays-plans-spending-3-5b-measure-rr-funding/


“We’ve got an awful lot of money here and an enormous amount of data to process,” McPartland 

said. 

One of the most urgent priorities identified by Tamar Allen, BART’s chief maintenance and 

engineering officer, at the request of director Deborah Allen was to rebuild the interlockings on 

the track. 

Interlockings are X-shaped structures that allow trains to cross over a segment of trackway, 

offering train operators some flexibility in maneuvering around obstructions like a stalled train, 

according to BART spokesperson Taylor Huckaby. 

The district is planning to replace 90 miles of track and implement a new wheel design as part of 

the planned infrastructure upgrades. 

Based on modeling, the new design is expected to limit wear and tear on segments of tracks 

where acceleration and deceleration occurs. The new design also reduces the surface area that 

makes contact with the track, reducing noise by roughly 50 percent, Huckaby said. 

There was also some discussion of “hardening” station entrances to reduce fare evasion. District 

staff said that while that effort is progressing, it isn’t currently funded through Measure RR. 

“This is really exciting,” director Nick Josefowitz said of the various planned upgrades to the 

system. “This is where the district needs to be going.” 
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Roadshow: Hey, Tom Hanks, it’s NOT ‘The 101’ 

Gary Richards 

San Jose Mercury News 

Q The new movie “The Circle” clearly had Southern California writers for a movie set in Silicon 

Valley, including shots of the Dumbarton Bridge and the approach to the Facebook Menlo Park 

campus, as well as allusions to the new Apple Park circular campus along with Google. I base 

this on a line from actor Tom Hanks that included “The 101.” There should have been some 

Northern California vetting of the script. 

Brian Berg, Saratoga 

A This rankled my boss as well. 

 

Q Actor Tom Hanks may be a Bay Area native and Oakland Raiders fan, but he’s clearly lived in 

Southern California for way too long. In the new Silicon Valley-themed movie “The Circle” he 

refers to Highway 101 as “The 101.” Adding to the wince factor is the shot of 101 his character 

points to on a large screen: Only a few cars are going in either direction! 

Linda-the-the-Roadshow-Editor 

A Oh, Tom. Shame on you. There may be no crying in baseball, but “The 101” reference has me 

shedding tears. The best actor in Hollywood, step up to the plate. Never, ever say “The 101” 

again. Please. 

 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/12/tom-hanks-its-not-the-101/


Q Will the rest of the Bay Area be receiving upgrades to the center median similar to the ones 

currently being installed along Interstate 880 near Fremont, Union City, etc.? They are taller and 

this seems to help ease traffic jams caused by rubbernecking. 

Just this past Monday there was a huge accident on 880 south where it appeared all lanes were 

stopped, but traffic northbound wasn’t affected because the new median was too tall for drivers 

on the other side to see what was going on. 

Ray Wong, Fremont 

A Read on for more cheers. 

 

Q Who gets the thanks for the new tall median divider walls on I-880 between Hayward and 

Fremont? These are the perfect height to block most of those 1,000-watt headlights from 

oncoming night traffic. 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 

James Gabel, San Jose 

A Thank Caltrans. Gradually, these taller (56-inch) median barriers will be installed on many 

local freeways. You’ll see them on roads with few curves such as Interstate 580 and Highway 

101. However, taller barriers can block the vision of drivers going in the same direction ahead 

like on Highway 17 and won’t be installed there. 

The 880 project in Alameda County to upgrade median barriers runs for 24 miles from Fremont 

to Oakland. In addition, Caltrans will be installing approximately 350 LED lights throughout the 

project and retrofitting the barrier so express lane signs can be added. 

 

Q Teslas don’t come with a front license plate mount. A friend has just received his second ticket 

for no front plate, both $150 tickets from traffic enforcers in Berkeley and Oakland. He is now 

planning to have one drilled and mounted on the front. Just a heads up for Tesla owners. 

Jeff Wilson, Dublin 

A And here some of you Roadshow readers thought the cops were ignoring this infraction. 
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SF breaks ground on 2 ferry docks set to open in ’19 

Carl Nolte 

SF Gate  

Mayor Ed Lee gives his annual state of the city address on Thursday, January 26, 2017 in San 

Francisco. City, port and ferryboat officials broke ground Thursday on a $79 million project to 

build two San Francisco ferry docks that mark a major expansion of water transportation. Photo: 

Amy Osborne, Special To The Chronicle 

City, port and ferryboat officials broke ground Thursday on a $79 million project to build two 

San Francisco ferry docks that mark a major expansion of water transportation. 

The ferry docks, which are scheduled to open in two years, will make it easier to operate the 

existing service offered by the Water Emergency Transportation Authority and to expand service 

to Richmond and Treasure Island. 

http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/SF-breaks-ground-on-2-ferry-docks-set-to-open-in-11140228.php


Ferry transportation is booming just now. WETA boats run to six destinations and carry 2.7 

million passengers a year, up 72 percent from 2012, and 29 percent more passengers than were 

carried two years ago, said Jody Breckenridge chair of the authority’s board. 

The new ferry docks, just south of the Ferry Building, are on the site of the old Sinbad’s 

restaurant, which closed last year and was torn down to make way for the ferries. 

With ridership down, complaints up, BART to look at homeless problem 

It’s a historic site, said San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee, because “the waterfront defined San 

Francisco.” Not only that, he said, but ferry riders avoid traffic jams on the bridges. “They are 

the coolest way to travel,” he said. 

“It’s more than that,” said Jim Wunderman, CEO of the Bay Area Council and vice chairman of 

the WETA board. “Ferries are serious transportation.” 

When the next big earthquake or other disaster happens, he said, water transportation “may be 

the only system we can rely on.” 

After the speeches, Lee, Breckenridge and other officials grabbed shovels dyed with gold paint 

to turn a few chunks of ceremonial dirt brought there for the occasion. There were nine golden 

shovels, possibly a record. 

The dirt was only for show. All the real work on the new terminal will be below water, where big 

machines will drive 160 piles 150 feet below the surface into the deep sand of the bay bottom. 

There is no bedrock in this part of the waterfront, said William Bruin, the principal engineer for 

the project. Even the 120-year-old Ferry Building rests on pilings, he said. He said the new 

terminal and the docks are taking rising sea levels and earthquakes into account. 

Bruin brought along two of his children, Marie and Michael, to see the start of the project. “I 

wanted to show the kids what their father does for a living,” he said. 

After the officials put down their golden shovels, Michael joined some of the planners and 

architects and turned over a bit of the ceremonial dirt. At the age of 11, he was the youngest 

shoveler of the day. 

Back to Top 

 

SF to Uber: Provide driver info — it’s the law 

Carolyn Said 

SF Gate 

San Francisco and Uber continue to butt heads over the issue of business licenses for drivers. 

http://www.sfgate.com/business/article/SF-to-Uber-Provide-driver-info-it-s-the-law-11139885.php


City Attorney Dennis Herrera on Thursday went to court to compel Uber to provide the names 

and addresses of all its local drivers so the city can notify them of their obligation to get a 

business license, something San Francisco requires of all enterprises big and small. 

Although Uber has turned over that information in the past, the company now says that it wants 

to withhold it to protect driver privacy. Uber does not dispute the city’s right to require business 

licenses, and it wholeheartedly concurs with drivers being characterized as independent 

contractors, since that is central to its business model. 

“The law requires any business in San Francisco to register with the Treasurer and Tax 

Collector’s Office, whether they’re PG&E or a hairdresser,” Herrera said in a statement. “Uber 

and its drivers are no different. San Franciscans have a right to know who is behind the wheel 

when they’re being driven somewhere.” 

Ride sharing company Uber is fighting to keep its self-driving program alive while it defends 

itself in a lawsuit launched by Google's parent company Alphabet, which has accused the 

company of stealing trade secrets. On Wednesday, Uber and Waymo, Alphabet's self-driving car 

unit, will face off in federal court in San Francisco over whether Uber should halt development 

of its self-driving program while the lawsuit winds through the courts. 

For a year, Uber and rival Lyft have given the city information on 57,000 drivers after receiving 

audit requests from City Treasurer José Cisneros. About 20,000 drivers have paid $91 apiece for 

the annual licenses. Those who work fewer than seven days a year in San Francisco are exempt. 

But Uber no longer wants to play ball. In December, it refused to provide any more driver 

information, according to the city. In January, city officials served Uber with a subpoena for new 

driver data. The ride-hailing company went to court this month seeking to quash that. 

“We’ve asked the city to allow us to get the consent of drivers” before providing the information, 

but the city has refused, said Wayne Ting, Uber’s San Francisco general manager, in a statement. 

But city officials see it differently. “Uber is trying to dodge a tax law under the cloak of driver 

privacy,” Cisneros said. “If Uber wanted to protect their drivers, they could make them 

employees and pay them living wages. Uber certainly doesn’t deserve a special carve-out from 

our laws and our taxes.” 

Uber and Lyft both object to the fact that names and addresses of registered businesses are 

posted online, saying that opens the door to harassment, unwanted marketing and other concerns. 

Drivers can shield their names by using a business name, and their addresses by using a post 

office box, but those are time-consuming extra steps. 

Many drivers say they resent the additional cost and red tape of the licenses and worry about 

their personal information being made public. “It’s a breach of privacy and a potential huge 

annoyance for our mailboxes,” wrote San Francisco driver Christian Perea in a post on the 

RideShare Guy blog. 



Since drivers often traverse several cities while working, many are concerned about having to get 

multiple business licenses. In the Bay Area, San Jose is the only city besides San Francisco to 

require the licenses, but other cities could enact similar programs. 

Lyft provides driver information to the city under subpoena, but does so reluctantly. “We 

continue to be extremely concerned with the privacy issues drivers could face under the current 

process, and are strongly urging the treasurer’s office to reconsider publicly posting personal 

driver data,” said spokeswoman Chelsea Harrison. 

Uber and Lyft both support a pending state bill, SB182, that would allow ride-hail drivers to 

obtain a single business license to operate in all cities and counties in California. Uber has started 

an online petition, signed by more than 12,000 people so far, in favor of the bill, which both 

companies describe as a way to streamline the process. 

“SB182 protects drivers from unpredictable fees and costs that can dramatically impact their 

ability to earn income,” Harrison said. “Under the current process, a driver ... picking up a 

passenger in Orange County might need 10 different licenses, and pay 10 different fees, just to 

take a passenger to LAX.” 

San Francisco has some other bones to pick with Uber and Lyft. It wants to know how many 

drivers are actually on the streets, adding to wear and tear on the pavement and racking up 

infractions such as double parking. The companies share such information with the California 

Public Utilities Commission, which has acceded to their request to shield it as trade secrets. 

“These companies have refused to work with San Francisco in our efforts to better understand 

the scope of their operations and to explore options to reduce additional traffic and other impacts 

on city streets,” said Ed Reiskin, San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency’s director of 

transportation, in a statement. “While some people might approve of their services, no one likes 

to sit in even more traffic.” 

San Francisco is engaged in a similar legal battle with Expedia’s HomeAway. Herrera issued a 

subpoena in June compelling the vacation-rental company to provide information on its hundreds 

of local hosts. Besides getting business licenses (which will now happen thanks to the city’s 

recent settlement with both Airbnb and HomeAway), San Francisco wants to make sure those 

hosts pay the city’s 14 percent hotel tax. 

Back to Top 

 

California’s self-driving cars are rolling – and sometimes crashing 

Jim Miller 

Sacramento Bee 

Self-driving cars have logged hundreds of thousands of test-drive miles on California highways 

over the last few years and could be available for public use by the end of 2017. 

Manufacturers, though, are still working out the kinks. Sometimes the vehicles crash. Other 

times, self-driving systems disengage, which means the vehicle shifts into manual mode – 

http://www.sacbee.com/site-services/databases/article149993102.html


triggered either by the driver or vehicle sensors. Under state law, the Department of Motor 

Vehicles is keeping track of all of it. 

The DMV filings do not offer conclusive evidence about which vehicles are the safest, and the 

reports show that accidents and disengagements represent a tiny fraction of vehicles’ time on the 

road. 

Number of companies, trade groups and other entities that commented on the state’s proposed 

self-driving vehicle regulations 

But DMV spokeswoman Jessica Gonzalez said the department uses the disengagement reports to 

track how a company’s technology has evolved over time. It also reviews the accident reports – 

not to assign fault but to gain insight into how “conventional vehicles with a driver are 

interacting with autonomous vehicles on California roadways,” she said. 

California has permitted 30 manufacturers to test-drive autonomous vehicles, including Tesla 

Motors, BMW and Google. Twenty-one manufacturers currently are testing self-driving vehicles 

with a test driver behind the wheel, according to the DMV. 

Manufacturers had filed 30 accident reports with the state between late 2014 and mid-April, 

records show. In most of the crashes, a conventional vehicle had rear-ended an autonomous test 

vehicle at a traffic light or while the autonomous vehicle waited to turn. 

One accident report suggests that the crash might have been prevented if the driver had stayed in 

autonomous mode instead of disengaging. The Google autonomous vehicle hit the brakes as it 

neared a Mountain View intersection because its sensors detected that another vehicle would run 

a red light. The driver turned off autonomous mode and “immediately thereafter, the other 

vehicle ran through the red light and collided with the right side” of the Google vehicle at 30 

mph, according to the company’s filing. 

Reports from Google and several other companies through 2015, meanwhile, showed hundreds 

of disengagements. Only a small number of those might have prevented crashes, companies say. 

Mercedes-Benz, for example, listed “driver was uncomfortable” as the explanation for dozens of 

disengagements. 

“Our objective is not to minimize disengagements,” Google LLC wrote the DMV in December 

2015. “Rather, it is to gather, while operating safely, as much data as possible to enable us to 

improve our self-driving system.” 

LAWMAKERS VOTED 74-2 IN THE ASSEMBLY AND 33-0 IN THE STATE SENATE TO 

APPROVE SB 1298 IN SEPTEMBER 2012. 

California lawmakers set the state on the road to self-driving cars when they overwhelmingly 

approved Senate Bill 1298 in 2012. Autonomous vehicles, supporters say, will reduce human-

caused deaths on the roadways, increase mobility for elderly and disabled people, and improve 

access to public transit. 



Under DMV rules that took effect in 2014, manufacturers could start testing autonomous 

vehicles with a driver present. 

New proposed DMV regulations would allow manufacturers to also test driverless vehicles. In 

addition, the proposed regulations would allow the public to use self-driving cars on public 

roads. 

The department took feedback on the proposed rules last month. Final regulations are on track to 

be approved by August and take effect in November. 
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From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 4:14 PM 

To: VTA Board of Directors 

Subject: VTA Standing Committee updated Agenda Packets reflecting the Special Events Service Policy 

for the May 2017 Meetings 

VTA Board of Directors: 

The VTA Standing Committee Agenda Packets for the May 2017, Regular Meetings have been 

updated to reflect the Special Events Service Policy.  

You may now view the updated packets by clicking on the links below:  

  (CMPP) Committee - Agenda Item #12.X: Special Events Service Policy – CMPP 

Packet 

  (A&F) Committee - Agenda Item #24.X: Special Events Service Policy - A&F Packet 

  (SSTPO) Committee - Agenda Item #6: Special Events Service Policy – SSTPO Packet 

We would like to thank you for your support of VTA’s Sustainability Program and to “GO 

GREEN” by subscribing electronically to the packets. 

Thank you. 

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 

 

 

 

http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/cmpp_051817_packet.pdf
http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/cmpp_051817_packet.pdf
http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/af_051817_packet.pdf
http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/sstpo_051917_packet.pdf
mailto:board.secretary@vta.org


From: Board Secretary  
Sent: Wednesday, May 17, 2017 6:00 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: May 16 and May 17, 2017 Media Clips 
 

 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for  

Tuesday, May 16 and Wednesday, May 17, 2017 

1. 49ers, Santa Clara officials dispute handling of U2 concert at Levi’s Stadium (Mercury News) 
2. U2 Concert at Levi’s Stadium (Telemundo Ch. 48) 
3. U2 Concert at Levi’s NBC Bay Area coverage link to video 
4. Highway Robbery Targets the Poor (The New York Times) 

5. Roadshow: Longer carpool hours may be coming to 237-880 (Mercury News) 

49ers, Santa Clara officials dispute handling of U2 concert at Levi’s Stadium 

(Mercury News)  

City leaders are blasting the 49ers’ handling of the sold-out U2 concert at Levi’s Stadium, 

criticism the team said is unwarranted and politically-driven. 

At a city council meeting Tuesday, Mayor Lisa Gillmor said the team is “deliberately” planning 

to ignore a 10 p.m. midweek curfew for the Wednesday concert, a violation of city law. City 

leaders are also blaming the 49ers for not arranging adequate public transit following the 

Wednesday night concert, specifically not paying for extra light rail service for an estimated 

5,000 to 6,000 concertgoers expected to ride the trains. 

“The reason we’re in this situation is because the 49ers, who manage the stadium, decided on 

their own to violate our city law, which is our noise ordinance,” Mayor Lisa Gillmor said during 

Tuesday’s council meeting. “It’s created problems for VTA. It’s created problems for Santa 

Clara. It’s really going to create problems for our neighborhood and our residents.” 

Officials with the 49ers on Wednesday disputed the criticism, saying officials with the Valley 

Transportation Authority demanded “thousands of dollars” from the 49ers to provide extra 

light rail service. And stadium officials said there is “no guarantee” the concert will go past the 

10 p.m. curfew, adding a rehearsal on Tuesday ended on time. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/17/49ers-santa-clara-officials-dispute-handling-of-u2-concert-at-levis-stadium/


“A lot of inaccuracies are being thrown out around here,” said Jim Mercurio, the vice-president 

of stadium operations and general manager of Levi’s Stadium. 

Regarding extra light rail service, Mercurio said he was notified 10 days ago that VTA was not 

going to run special event service unless “we paid them tens of thousands of dollars, which we 

were shocked about.” 

“For the biggest concert show in the world, to your city and showcase how VTA works, and they 

try to strong arm us for money, service that many people pay taxes for?” Mercurio said. 

The handling of the U2 concert is the latest in a string of disputes between the 49ers and the 

city council, including a lawsuit filed by the 49ers in January claiming city leaders “falsely 

accused” the NFL team of violating its contract. City leaders and 49ers officials have also 

clashed over financial audits and youth soccer fields near Levi’s Stadium. 

City leaders are upset that the U2 concert may end after 10 p.m., noting the Levi’s website said 

the concert is expected to be over by 11 p.m., despite the council’s decision in January to deny 

a request by the 49ers to extend the curfew by one hour. In the Tuesday meeting, Interim City 

Attorney Brian Doyle reminded the council that the 49ers run non-NFL events for the city and 

are obligated to follow the council’s decisions. 

“They are simply our hired manager,” Doyle said. 

However, the 49ers they were surprised when the city council in January denied their request 

for a one-hour extension for one of the biggest concerts of the year. 

Bob Lange, vice president of communications for the 49ers, said not long after their request for 

a curfew extension was denied, neighboring Great America was granted about 30 curfew 

extensions. 

Councilman Pat Kolstad, who voted to grant an extension for the U2 concert, said “we ruled 

one way for the stadium  and the other way for the amusement park.” 

Kolstad fears by not allowing some concessions, such as a curfew extensions, big music and 

entertainment promoters will look at other venues in the Bay Area. 

“If we create a scenario where acts, whether big or little, don’t want to perform in our stadium, 

over time we’re going to lose money,” Kolstad said. 

Doyle voiced some of the strongest criticism at the Tuesday night council meeting, saying the 

Forty Niners Stadium Management Company is “not adequately managing the non-NFL events.” 

Lange strongly disputed that characterization, noting that Levi’s “has hosted more non-NFL 

events in its first three years than any other new stadium, including Wrestlemania, the NHL 

Outdoor Game, the Pac-12 title game and several big-name concerts. Lange said Levi’s Stadium 

has generated more than $8.5 million to city coffers in its first two years. 



“We’re running a business on behalf of the stadium authority,” Lange said. “Our job is to book 

world class events to deliver on financial goals in our management agreement.” 

“If we weren’t great at running a stadium these event promoters would not be coming to Levi’s 

Stadium,” Lange said. 

Still, the council voted to have Doyle send the company a letter first thing Wednesday morning 

stating they should make every effort to make the Wednesday night concert end by 10 p.m.. 

What happens if Bono and his bandmates play past the curfew, which is expected? Then the 

49ers could receive a citation and $1,000 fine. However, council members were discussing 

taking stronger action in the future. 

“We need a stronger penalty and more teeth to make sure it doesn’t happen again,” 

councilwoman Kathy Watanabe said. “And it’s going to happen again.” 

Mayor Lisa Gillmor, who once supported the new stadium but has since become a staunch critic 

of 49ers owner Jed York, agreed, saying “if money is the only thing you’re going to listen to, 

then we’re going to have to put money as a violation.” 

As of late last week, there was no additional light rail service planned, meaning between 5,000 

to 6,000 concertgoers could have been stranded after the show, councilwoman Teresa O’Neill 

said. O’Neill, who also sits on the Valley Transportation Authority’s board, realized no extra 

service was planned and worked with VTA to provide enough trains for fans after the show. 

At the council meeting, Jim Lawson, a senior policy adviser for VTA, said officials with the transit 

agency had conversations with the 49ers stadium management regarding extra services for the 

concert. Lawson said VTA officials sent the 49ers a proposal for extra light rail service on May 5 

and never received a response. 

U2 Concert at Levi’s Stadium (Telemundo Ch. 48) 

Link to video 
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U2 Concert at Levi’s NBC Bay Area coverage 

link to video 
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Highway Robbery Targets the Poor (The New York Times) 

http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTgwMjUwODQmTURTZWVkPTIxNTgmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTgwMjUxMDQmTURTZWVkPTM0ODQmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/17/opinion/california-express-lanes.html?_r=0


 Despite its status as one of the nation’s more progressive states, California is speeding 

backward by promoting what amounts to a highly regressive tax on motorists. It involves what 

critics call the Lexus Lanes. 

The latest example is along heavily traveled Interstate 680 connecting Sacramento and San 

Jose, where crews are refashioning what used to be known as high-occupancy vehicle lanes and 

making them what are now called express lanes. It is a textbook case of government turning a 

good thing into an unfair thing. 

Across the nation, H.O.V. lanes are designed to encourage car-pooling, which reduces 

congestion and pollution. Generally, vehicles with two or more occupants are entitled to use 

the faster H.O.V. lanes. Express lanes, however, allow any single-occupant vehicle to use the 

faster lanes by paying a fee. 

In Southern California, a roughly eight-mile stretch of Highway 91 was converted to the 

program last month, creating an express lane covering 21 miles. The fee for privileged passage 

in rush hour can be more than $20 each way. 

Most regions still allow vehicles with two or more occupants to use the faster lanes free, but on 

Highway 91 even that deal has changed. Free travel on 91 now requires at least three 

occupants, not two — except during peak hours eastbound, when no free travel is permitted. 

It’s a complete distortion of the H.O.V. concept. 

The shift to fee-based express lanes comes as many municipalities face the fact that despite 

H.O.V. lanes, single-occupancy travel is increasing steadily. Some 73 percent of Los Angeles 

residents are driving to work alone, according to a 2016 report. 

As traffic jams mount, Southern California authorities continue to raise fees. This month the 

maximum express rate on Interstate 10 was increased to $1.80 per mile from $1.70. Motorists 

who don’t pay face a minimum fine of $238. 

Outside Washington, D.C., Virginia operates about 40 miles of high-priced express lanes. A news 

release says the goal is to “provide faster, more predictable travel options.” Never discussed is 

the inherent unfairness of the programs. 

Like California, Virginia uses so-called dynamic pricing to adjust express lane tolls depending on 

traffic volume. It states that the top rate is “approximately $1 per mile”; however, rates rise 

without limit in the case of especially clogged traffic, such as might result from a major 

accident. Rates during busiest periods have climbed dramatically, sometimes reaching $30 for a 

single trip. 

Every weekday, get thought-provoking commentary from Op-Ed columnists, the Times editorial 

board and contributing writers from around the world.Top of Form 

How could anyone earning minimum wage possibly afford $1 or more per mile — above and 

beyond the costs of owning and operating a car — to get to work speedily? 

http://sharedusemobilitycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/SUMC-Single-Page-Web-2.pdf


Yet in the Bay Area around San Francisco, a 550-mile network of express lanes is planned, with 

construction continuing through 2035. In Central Florida, eight express lane projects are 

underway. 

Express roads have been around for more than a decade, but the spike in construction is 

because of aggressive marketing by tech companies that have improved automatic collection 

systems. These businesses partner with local governments and share in the revenue. 

The new technology requires motorists to obtain transponders for their vehicles, because all 

tolls are collected electronically. The devices are free, but the process of obtaining them can be 

like excessive voter-registration procedures: It can be more difficult to participate if you’re on a 

budget and don’t have a credit card. 

If fairness, not government greed, were considered, the transponders could easily be used to 

adjust tolls progressively, based on the value of a car: A Lexus owner would pay more than 

someone driving a Kia. However, such common sense seems too much for even liberal 

legislators to consider. 

(In addition to being unfair, express lanes are being cited as a safety risk. State Senator Frank 

Artiles, Republican of Miami, introduced legislation to ban the programs, but his bill died this 

month in committee. “It’s clear that it’s not safe,” Mr. Artiles told ABC’s Miami affiliate, citing 

highway patrol statistics about an increased number of accidents in the narrow express lanes. 

He added, “I truly believe that it’s only a moneymaking scheme.”) 

Transportation officials in Los Angeles County recently decided to study whether even more toll 

increases are needed to relieve the congestion that currently plagues express lanes. But raising 

tolls on lanes that were previously intended for car-poolers only increases the inequity. 

Taxpayer-funded facilities — be they libraries, parks or highways — should not be segregated 

according to one’s ability to pay an additional fee. What’s next? A fee for which motorists 

without a disability can buy their way into prized handicapped-parking spots? 

Defenders of express lanes argue that the system actually promotes fairness by making quicker 

travel available to everyone, not just those willing to car-pool. 

In fact, express lanes are speeding our journey down the road — already far too well traveled 

— toward being a nation of haves and haves-less. 

Trump's infrastructure plan will be unveiled in weeks, Chao says (Progressive Railroading) 

President Donald Trump's infrastructure proposal will be announced in the next several weeks, 

and will include $200 billion in direct federal funds to leverage $1 trillion in infrastructure 

investment over the next 10 years, U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao told the U.S. 

Chamber of Commerce yesterday. 

 

http://www.progressiverailroading.com/federal_legislation_regulation/news/Trumps-infrastructure-plan-will-be-unveiled-in-weeks-Chao-says--51619?email=stacey.hendlerross@vta.org&utm_medium=email&utm_source=prdailynews&utm_campaign=prdailynews5/16/2017
https://www.uschamber.com/
https://www.uschamber.com/


The administration's goal will be to use federal funding "as an incentive to get projects 

underway and built more quickly with greater participation by state, local and private 

partners," Chao said in an address at the U.S. Chamber's forum to kick off "Infrastructure Week 

2017." 

 

"This approach is in line with studies that show federal spending often substitutes rather than 

augments state and local funding on infrastructure," she said. 

 

Creative financing arrangements — such as those in which the government contracts with the 

private sector to build, operate and maintain a piece of infrastructure — will be considered, she 

added. 

 

Developed with input from 16 federal departments and agencies, Trump's infrastructure plan 

will address the needs of urban and rural communities, the transportation secretary said. 

 

Also, the administration's definition of infrastructure "not only recognizes 

traditional  infrastructure such as roads, bridges, railroads, airports, inland waterways and 

ports, it may also potentially include energy, water, broadband and veterans hospitals," said 

Chao. 

 

Meanwhile, as part of Infrastructure Week, several transportation organizations announced 

events designed to raise awareness of the need to address the nation's aging infrastructure. 

Among them was the Railway Supply Institute (RSI). 

 

"During Infrastructure Week and all through the year, we welcome the opportunity to work 

with local, state and federal governments to enhance and promote investment in rail 

infrastructure to continue to grow America's economy while creating and sustaining jobs," said 

RSI President Tom Simpson in a press release. 

Back to Top 

Roadshow: Longer carpool hours may be coming to 237-880 (Mercury News) 

The flyover from Interstate 880 south to Highway 237 west comes to a complete stop when the 

carpool lane on the left becomes free to all drivers at 10 a.m. This causes a massive backup on 

880. Shouldn’t they extend the carpool-toll hours until 11 a.m. so that the rest of 880 south can 

continue to flow? Is there anything you can do to get this extended another hour? 

Scott Alcaide 

Pleasanton 

A It will happen, and maybe sooner rather than later. Caltrans and the Valley Transportation 

Authority are looking at extending the carpool lane hours, and this could become a reality 

http://www.rsiweb.org/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/17/longer-carpool-hours-may-be-coming-to-237-880/


before the end of the year. Data has been collected and is being evaluated. The request to 

change hours would have to be approved by Caltrans. 

Then in a few years, the express/carpool lanes on 880 will be extended from Oakland to San 

Jose and on 237 to Highway 101. Those hours are almost certain to run from 5 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Now, let’s head over to the west side of the Peninsula. 

Related Articles 

 Roadshow: Caltrans makes prompt fixes — but responds six years later 

 Roadshow: Is this the stupidest freeway cellphone stunt ever? 

 Roadshow: ‘Messages from Mom’ line Oregon’s Interstate 5 

 Roadshow: Hey, Tom Hanks, it’s NOT ‘The 101’ 

 Roadshow: It’s dumb, illegal — and bicyclists do it every day 

Q I’m finally getting hopeful and excited as signs on Willow Road over Highway 101 say that 

construction is about to begin. Is this is the project to remove the short weaving sections at the 

101 and Willow interchange? 

Joe Lin 

Saratoga 

A Yes. At last, work on the new $58 million interchange is about to commence. A 

groundbreaking was held Tuesday and in two years here is what we’ll have: Wider and 

realigned ramps, eight lanes on the overpass, new sidewalks and bicycle lanes, plus changes to 

frontage roads. 

Q The older Caldecott Tunnel tubes lack the appropriate lighting and brightness necessary to 

deal with today’s traffic patterns, especially when entering from bright daylight on Highway 24. 

Most days, not all the lights are turned on or working. The lighting should be replaced at some 

point. 

Tom Paradiso 

Walnut Creek 

A That point is now. The eastbound Caldecott is being washed through next week and new light 

bulbs are being installed. Some lanes will be closed late at night. 

Q Caltrans has put up electronic signs on Highway 24 straddling Interstate 680 stating that the 

freeway will be closed from midnight to 5 a.m. But they don’t say which freeway. If it’s 680, no 

sweat, it won’t interrupt my commute. But if they’re closing Highway 24 I need an extra half-

hour to get around it. The Caltrans website is rather unhelpful. Perhaps a call from Mr. 

Roadshow could encourage them to be more specific as to what they’re going to do? 

Steve Brown Sr. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/16/roadshow-caltrans-makes-prompt-fixes-but-responds-six-years-later/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/15/roadshow-is-this-the-stupidest-freeway-cellphone-stunt-ever/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/14/messages-from-mom-line-oregons-i-5/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/12/tom-hanks-its-not-the-101/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/11/roadshow-too-many-bicyclists-engage-in-this-dumb-and-illegal-behavior/


A You should be OK. Caltrans is installing new retroreflective overhead signs and there will be a 

full freeway closure at that Interstate 680 location only from midnight to 5 a.m. Each sign 

should take one night to replace. Look for detour signs to guide you off and back on the 

highway. 
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VTA Daily News Coverage for Thursday, May 18, 2017 

1. VTA estimates 6,500 used light rail after U2 concert (Mercury News) 

2. U2 concert: ‘Monkeys could have organized better’ (Mercury News) 

3. U2 concert sells out Santa Clara Levi's Stadium, goes past curfew (KTVU Ch. 2) 

4. U2 Concert Goes Past Curfew (10 PM) And Santa Clara Is Mad (sfist.com) 

5. Levi’s Stadium U2 Service Coverage (ABC 7 News) 

6. Levi’s Stadium U2 Service Coverage (CBS 5) 

7. Levi’s Stadium U2 Service Coverage (Telemundo Ch. 48) 

8. Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao says she can’t approve Caltrain electrification 

grant yet (Santa Cruz Sentinel) 

9. Roadshow: Longer carpool hours may be coming to 237-880 (Mercury News) 

10. Mass Transit Linked to Lower Obesity Rates in Study AJMC.com 

 

VTA estimates 6,500 used light rail after U2 concert (Mercury News) 

An estimated 6,500 people — some of them unhappily — took light rail home from the U2 

concert Wednesday at Levi’s Stadium. 

Buses also transported an estimated 200 people. Firmer numbers were expected later 

Thursday, said Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority spokeswoman Stacey Hendler Ross. 

In the hours leading up to the concert, the VTA expected 5,000 riders to take light rail. 

Some riders weren’t thrilled with the VTA’s performance and took to social media to air their 

grievances. 

“Hey @VTA so much for your real time departure info on the mobile site,” Catherine Kelliher 

wrote on Twitter. “No info for Mountain View trains. Come on. We’re in Silicon Valley.” 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/18/vta-estimates-6500-used-light-rail-after-u2-concert/


Phil Polishuk wondered why the transit agency didn’t provided timed trains before or after the 

concert. 

“If BART can do it so can you,” he wrote on Twitter. 

Late last week, it seemed uncertain if there would be extra service at all with no agreement in 

place and the concert expected to run past the 10 p.m. curfew set by the city for weeknight 

events at the stadium. The concert, as it turned out, didn’t end until about 11 p.m. 

The Santa Clara City Council earlier this year rejected a proposal from the San Francisco 49ers, 

which manages the stadium, to extend the curfew by one hour. The VTA ultimately agreed to 

run additional trains but is hoping to be reimbursed for the $60,000 cost. 

The football team could face a citation and a $1,000 penalty for violating the curfew. 

About 50,000 people were expected to attend the concert at Levi’s Stadium, the only Bay Area 

stop on U2’s Joshua Tree tour. The rock band next plays May 20 at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena. 

 

Back to Top 

 

U2 concert: ‘Monkeys could have organized better’ (Mercury News) 

SANTA CLARA — If it was a good time they were after, many U2 fans didn’t find what they were 

looking for Wednesday night at the rock band’s only Bay Area stop on its Joshua Tree tour. 

Complaints flowed in on social media, a good number of them about concessions stands that 

either had long lines or ran out of food and drink before U2 even finished playing its first song. 

“Worst ever,” Mick McLaughlin wrote on Twitter. “Hour wait for a hot dog! We are in Silicon 

Valley, right?” 

Lines also were long to park and get in the stadium, which is managed by the San Francisco 

49ers. 

Floodlights were another source of aggravation for some concertgoers, who said they couldn’t 

see the stage. 

Despite taking the stage later than scheduled, the band itself was not a target of many 

complaints. 

“Incredible,” Sean Cunningham, a sports producer and reporter for KXTV in Sacramento, wrote 

on Twitter. “Getting my mind blown by U2.” 

Danielle Simmons, however, couldn’t say the same. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/17/u2-concert-monkeys-could-have-organized-better/


“First real outing since having a baby and it has been the worst experience,” she wrote on 

Twitter. “Monkeys could have organized better.” 

Back to Top 

 

U2 concert sells out Santa Clara Levi's Stadium, goes past curfew (KTVU Ch. 2) 

 One of the world's most popular bands performed at Levi’s Stadium Wednesday night. Some 

50,000 fans attended the sold-out U2 concert. City leaders aren’t too pleased with how the 

event was handled. 

Legendary rock band U2 rocked Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara part of its Joshua Tree World Tour. 

Fans flocked for the band's only Bay Area stop. 

                

“I love U2,” said Brian Petraska of Oakland. “I have all their albums. I’ve seen them live before. 

Bono is amazing.” 

However, what’s taken center stage prior to Bono and company's performance is how Levi’s 

Stadium Management, the 49ers, managed the event. 

On its web site, it states the concert is expected to end at 11 p.m. Back in January, the city 

rejected the 49ers request to extend the week night curfew. Mayor Lisa Gillmor said residents 

complained after the Beyonce concert went past 10. 

“We are a little upset about it because the 49ers planned to break the law with our noise 

ordinance,” said Gillmor. “It has caused us tremendous amount of problems.” 

Among those problems include arranging public transit after the concert for an estimated 5,000 

fans. 

“We estimate it's roughly about 60-65,000 per event when you add up train operators and 

security,” said Stacey Ross of Valley Transportation Authority. 

Right now, the cost is trickling down to Santa Clara County taxpayers. 

“When the whole of the county are paying for services to go to one venue for a finite number 

of people it doesn't seem really fair,” said Ross. 

The 49ers said they were shocked when VTA asked for a reimbursement. The team said it was 

unclear why since they haven’t had to pay for extra service for other non NFL events. 

The team also said it's unfair the city granted neighboring Great America curfew extensions. 

Neighbors said they don't mind having U2 play in their backyard just not tonight. 

“Not tonight,” said Miguel Alvarez of Santa Clara. “Why not on a Friday or a Saturday night 

when it's more convenient for us when we don't have to wake up early and go to sleep early?” 

http://www.ktvu.com/news/255366090-story


The VTA said it's prepared to provide 8-12 extra trains after the concert. The agency is also 

working on a new policy on how to handle transportation for special events not just at Levi’s 

Stadium but other venues including the SAP Center and Avaya Stadium. 

Back to Top 

 

U2 Concert Goes Past Curfew (10 PM) And Santa Clara Is Mad (sfist.com) 

 

While Levi's Stadium is able to play host to major concert events — despite the fact that the 

roads around the stadium were really not designed to handle the traffic — the 49ers are being 

held to an agreement with the city of Santa Clara to make sure all weeknight concert events 

end at 10 p.m. And, not shockingly, the U2 show went well past 10 last night, ending at 11 p.m., 

which means the 49ers will face a $1,000 fine, as the East Bay Times reports. In other words, 

there is no reason for them ever to stick to this rule. 

The team did try to get the Santa Clara City Council to extend the curfew to 11 p.m. earlier this 

year, but they rejected that proposal. Then, as CBS 5 reports, the council voted to grant a bunch 

of exceptions to the curfew to Great America, which shares a parking lot with Levi's Stadium — 

so clearly the 49ers were pissed and have no intention of obeying this law. 

Bono and the boys are on their Joshua Tree tour, commemorating the 30th anniversary of the 

seminal 1987 album, and you can see the setlist here — it's the entire album from start to 

finish, with a half dozen other songs as an encore, including their new song "The Little Things 

That Give You Away." 

Per the Chronicle: 

The band walked down an aisle one by one on Wednesday, May 17, at Levi’s Stadium in Santa 

Clara as if they were in a wedding processional, each joining an extended instrumental opening 

of “Sunday Bloody Sunday.” When lead singer Bono arrived, heavenly spotlights shown upon 

him from behind and above, fog machines adding to the metaphor, as if he might get raptured 

at any moment. 

That’s what it felt like to watch U2 in the mid-to-late 1980s, when the band members were 

arguably at their peak of both vainglory and musical excellence. And the band did their best to 

replicate that experience, for a crowd that seemed to want to return to that place more than 

anything. 

Once again everyone had a miserable time leaving Levi's Stadium, as 50,000 people attempted 

to get from the stadium parking lot to the freeway all at the same time — though the VTA 

estimates they had 6,500 concertgoers using the light rail instead, according to the East Bay 

Times. Nobody did that willingly or happily, though, if you look at the Twitter evidence. And the 

http://sfist.com/2017/05/18/u2_concert_goes_past_curfew_10_pm_a.php
http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2017/05/18/vta-estimates-6500-used-light-rail-after-u2-concert/
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/video/category/spoken-word-kpixtv/3668370-u2-breaks-curfew-at-levis-stadium-fine-is-only-1000/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/17/u2-the-joshua-tree-setlist-what-will-the-band-play/
http://www.sfchronicle.com/music/article/Bathed-in-1980s-glory-U2-fans-find-what-11155108.php


VTA only provided extra train service for 30 minutes after the concert — something they want 

to be reimbursed for to the tune of $60,000. 

Back to Top 

 

Levi’s Stadium U2 Service Coverage (ABC 7 News) 

Link to video 

Levi’s Stadium U2 Service Coverage (CBS 5) 

Link to video 

KNTV Levi’s Stadium Coverage (KNTV NBC Bay Area) 

Link to Video 

Levi’s Stadium U2 Service Coverage (Telemundo Ch. 48) 

Link to video 

Back to Top 

 

Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao says she can’t approve Caltrain 

electrification grant yet (Santa Cruz Sentinel) 

 U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao isn’t budging on approving federal funds to help the 

Bay Area begin the electrification of Caltrain tracks. 

Chao said at a hearing Wednesday morning of the Senate Environment and Public Works 

committee that she won’t sign off on a funding agreement necessary to release federal funds 

for the project, even as a critical June 30 funding deadline looms. 

Caltrain is waiting for a $647 million federal grant for the electrification project, which would 

lead to faster and more reliable trains up and down the Peninsula. Before Trump took office, 

the grant had been through a multi-year approval process and was close to being finalized. But 

it’s been held up by the U.S. Department of Transportation after all 14 members of the 

Republican members of the California congressional delegation argued in a letter to Chao that it 

would go to bolstering the state’s high-speed rail project — which California Republican 

politicians generally despite. 

While bullet trains would run on the electrified track, supporters of the project say it’s 

necessary in its own right to keep Caltrain running with reasonable speed and reliability. 

http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTgwMzUyNjUmTURTZWVkPTE0NTQmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
Levi’s%20Stadium%20U2%20Service%20Covera
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTgwMzUyNTkmTURTZWVkPTY3NjAmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTgwMzUyNTgmTURTZWVkPTI3MTkmVHlwZT1NZWRpYQ%3D%3D
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20170517/transportation-secretary-elaine-chao-says-she-cant-approve-caltrain-electrification-grant-yet
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20170517/transportation-secretary-elaine-chao-says-she-cant-approve-caltrain-electrification-grant-yet


Responding to questions about the status of the grant from Sen. Kamala Harris, a California 

Democrat, Chao suggested that the Golden State is already getting more than its fair share of 

federal transportation dollars. 

“Fifty percent of the New Starts in the budget, if I’m not mistaken, goes to California,” Chao 

said, referring to the New Starts transportation grant program. “California — and in particular 

Caltrain — is not the only project that’s waiting this money.” 

Chao said that she couldn’t sign the funding agreement with Caltrain until all the funds for the 

grant were appropriated by Congress. 

The 2017 budget passed recently includes $100 million for the grant — but the full $647 million 

hasn’t been budgeted. “I cannot (sign the funding agreement) if the funding is not there,” Chao 

said. 

But Caltrain said that that argument doesn’t hold water. Every grant “in the history of the 

program” has committed funding not yet appropriated by Congress, said Seamus Murphy, a 

spokesman for Caltrain. Usually, he said, the agreements specify funds that are expected to be 

appropriated in future years. 

Chao said that the $100 million budgeted for Caltrain “will go out” to the state — and added 

that more than $118 million had been budgeted for the 2018 fiscal year. 

But Murphy said that’s essentially meaningless if the Department of Transportation doesn’t 

approve the grant. Without Chao signing off, Caltrain can’t use any of the federal money. 

“How do you suggest we resolve the problem?” Harris asked Chao during the hearing. 

“I wish I knew,” Chao responded. “It is an issue I think the California delegation needs to come 

together and discuss, because there seems to be split opinions on this project.” 

 Advertisement 

Congressional Democrats from the state, meanwhile, have strongly backed Caltrain funding. 

Murphy said it would put 10,000 people to work around the country, not just in California. “It’s 

the most shovel-ready transit project in the country,” he said. 

The construction contracts for the program expire at the end of June. If the grant agreement 

isn’t signed by then, it’s back to the drawing board for Caltrain. 

“At a minimum, we’d have to start over putting together a funding plan and awarding new 

contracts,” Murphy said. “It would definitely be a debilitating setback.” 

Harris and California’s senior U.S. senator, Dianne Feinstein, issued a statement essentially 

agreeing with Murphy’s analysis and urging Chao to sign the agreement as soon as possible. 



“All of the funding Congress makes available depends on signing this agreement,” the 

statement said. 

Back to Top 

Roadshow: Longer carpool hours may be coming to 237-880 (Mercury News) 

Q The flyover from Interstate 880 south to Highway 237 west comes to a complete stop when 

the carpool lane on the left becomes free to all drivers at 10 a.m. This causes a massive backup 

on 880. Shouldn’t they extend the carpool-toll hours until 11 a.m. so that the rest of 880 south 

can continue to flow? Is there anything you can do to get this extended another hour? 

Scott Alcaide 

Pleasanton 

A It will happen, and maybe sooner rather than later. Caltrans and the Valley Transportation 

Authority are looking at extending the carpool lane hours, and this could become a reality 

before the end of the year. Data has been collected and is being evaluated. The request to 

change hours would have to be approved by Caltrans. 

Then in a few years, the express/carpool lanes on 880 will be extended from Oakland to San 

Jose and on 237 to Highway 101. Those hours are almost certain to run from 5 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Now, let’s head over to the west side of the Peninsula. 

Q I’m finally getting hopeful and excited as signs on Willow Road over Highway 101 say that 

construction is about to begin. Is this is the project to remove the short weaving sections at the 

101 and Willow interchange? 

Joe Lin 

Saratoga 

A Yes. At last, work on the new $58 million interchange is about to commence. A 

groundbreaking was held Tuesday and in two years here is what we’ll have: Wider and 

realigned ramps, eight lanes on the overpass, new sidewalks and bicycle lanes, plus changes to 

frontage roads. 

Q The older Caldecott Tunnel tubes lack the appropriate lighting and brightness necessary to 

deal with today’s traffic patterns, especially when entering from bright daylight on Highway 24. 

Most days, not all the lights are turned on or working. The lighting should be replaced at some 

point. 

Tom Paradiso 

Walnut Creek 

A That point is now. The eastbound Caldecott is being washed through next week and new light 

bulbs are being installed. Some lanes will be closed late at night. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/17/longer-carpool-hours-may-be-coming-to-237-880/


Q Caltrans has put up electronic signs on Highway 24 straddling Interstate 680 stating that the 

freeway will be closed from midnight to 5 a.m. But they don’t say which freeway. If it’s 680, no 

sweat, it won’t interrupt my commute. But if they’re closing Highway 24 I need an extra half-

hour to get around it. The Caltrans website is rather unhelpful. Perhaps a call from Mr. 

Roadshow could encourage them to be more specific as to what they’re going to do? 

Steve Brown Sr. 

A You should be OK. Caltrans is installing new retro reflective overhead signs and there will be a 

full freeway closure at that Interstate 680 location only from midnight to 5 a.m. Each sign 

should take one night to replace. Look for detour signs to guide you off and back on the 

highway. 

Back to Top 

Mass Transit Linked to Lower Obesity Rates in Study AJMC.com 

Promoting the use of public transit could help reduce obesity rates, based on an analysis of 

county-level data that appears in the journal Preventive Medicine.   In the study, the authors 

use health data from the 2009 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, along with 

transportation data from the 2009 National Household Travel Survey, which were aggregated 

and matched at the county level.   This method revealed that a 1% increase in the county 

population’s use of public transit was associated with a 0.221% decrease in the county’s obesity 

prevalence, after adjusting for other factors, including commuting preferences, exercise, 

education level, access to healthcare, and income.   "As local communities seek to allocate 

public funds to projects that will provide the most benefit to their residents, our research 

suggests that investing in convenient and affordable public transit systems may improve public 

health by reducing obesity, thereby providing more value than had been previously thought," 

study author Sheldon H. Jacobson, professor of Computer Science at the University of Illinois 

Champaign-Urbana, said in a statement. The reason why using public transit affects obesity is 

straightforward—as anyone who uses a fitness tracker knows, it takes a certain number of 

steps to go from one’s front door to a bus stop or train, and a commute may involve a transfer 

between buses or a train to a bus before arriving at work. “Alternatively, if they had driven a 

car, they might simply drive directly from their home to their destination and eliminate the 

walking portion of the trip,” Jacobson said. Previous work by Jacobson and co-authors shows 

that reducing daily driving by even 1 mile a day can lead to a reduction in body mass index. Co-

authors on the study are graduate student Zhaowei She and Douglas M. King, a lecturer of 

industrial and enterprise systems engineering. "By viewing this link at the county level, we 

provide a national perspective by considering data from counties throughout the United 

States," King said. "Our research suggests that, in addition to benefit to the environment and 

greater access to transportation for residents, community-level investments into public transit 

systems may also benefit public health by reducing obesity rates."  

Back to Top 
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From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Friday, May 19, 2017 4:55 PM 

To: VTA Board of Directors 

Subject: VTA Correspondence: Support Letter for SCA 6 (Wiener); Eco Pass Express Bus Service; and 

Regional Fare Streamlining Opportunities 

 

VTA Board of Directors: 

We are forwarding you the following:  

From Topic 

VTA Support letter for SCA 6 (Wiener) 

Member of the Public Eco Pass express bus service  

Member of the Public Regional fare streamlining opportunities 

 

Thank you. 

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
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May 19, 2017 

 

The Honorable Ricardo Lara, Chairperson 

Senate Appropriations Committee 

State Capitol, Room 2206 

Sacramento, CA  95814 

 

Dear Chairperson Lara: 

 

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) respectfully requests your support for SCA 6 

(Wiener) when it comes before the Senate Appropriations Committee for a vote.  SCA 6 calls for 

placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to change the voting requirement 

for local special taxes for transportation purposes from a two-thirds to a 55 percent vote. 

 

Given that federal and state dollars historically have not been sufficient to meet all of California’s 

transportation needs, more and more emphasis has been placed on raising local revenues for 

transportation purposes.  However, the California Supreme Court’s decision in Santa Clara County 

Local Transportation Authority v. Guardino, which requires a two-thirds vote to renew existing or enact 

new local transportation special taxes, presents a significant hurdle for many jurisdictions to overcome. 

 

Local sales tax measures have become a fundamental element of California’s transportation funding 

matrix, with existing programs contributing significant dollars for state highways, local streets and 

roads, mass transit, and other types of transportation improvements.  In fact, these measures have 

provided more than 50 percent of new capital funding for transportation facilities over the last several 

decades.  Counties representing more than 85 percent of the state’s population currently have in place 

local sales taxes for transportation purposes.  Most are temporary and will have to be renewed.  In 

addition, various counties without existing programs are finding that their transportation needs cannot be 

met unless they seek voter approval of their own local transportation sales tax measures. 

 

The two-thirds threshold for approving such special taxes allows a small minority of voters to control 

transportation investment decisions and contributes to the difficulty in funding critical projects.  We 

believe this issue is important enough for California voters to have an opportunity to decide whether the 

two-thirds requirement for approving local transportation special taxes should be changed.  Therefore, 

we respectfully seek your support for SCA 6.  Thank you for your consideration of our request. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jeannie Bruins, Chairperson 

Board of Directors 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 



From: Sybil Leonard 
Sent: Sunday, May 14, 2017 11:20 AM 
To: mayoremail@sanjoseca.gov; dave.cortese; Board Secretary 
Subject: Fw: ALERT: Save the Eco Pass Express Bus Service 

 

Sam Liccardo, Mayor of San Jose  
Email: mayoremail@sanjoseca.gov  
Tel: 408.535.4800 
 
Dave Cortese, President, Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors  
Email: dave.cortese  
Tel: 408.299.5030 
 
VTA Board of Directors  
Email: board.secretary@vta.org  

To All: 

         
 

 

I need your help in keeping the express buses in the Eco Pass Program.  
  
I understand the Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) is proposing to exclude the express 
bus service from Eco Pass Clipper and increase the cost of the program in Spring 2018. 
This could cost me $4.50 per one-way trip.  These proposed changes are against the 
interests of San Jose State University (SJSU) and other college communities. They are 
also against VTA's Strategic Plan of "making it easier for people to get around, and help 
reduce traffic congestion." 
  
My name is Sybil Leonard. I am a student at San Jose State University. I am 65 years old 
back in school learning the golden rule. I am proud to do this with the help of financial aid 
and scholarships. I have to work hard for this. 
 
Medicare and all other insurance goes up for me all the time. This is hard for me to make 
ends meet. I solicit your help with your consideration to ease up on rising costs to seniors 
and to  me as a student.  
 
I have earned my Associates Degree, Paralegal Certification, and I am working on my BA 
in Political Science. Maybe law school in the future. That depends on how you can help me 
by eliminating rising bus service costs. Cup of noodles helps me budget to put myself 
through school. Kindly help me by not raising bus service.  
 
VTA let me work for you. The semester will be over in a few weeks. Let me show you what 
I can do for you and then you can show me how you can help many who use the bus 
services. 
 
Regards and thank you. 
Sybil Leonard  
 
  

mailto:mayoremail@sanjoseca.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZCiUqdqCOuSa9NxW_O4aejdsHaxlRG-BAqXvGlp0dcuvzb_JXcCQuHZf7voJi_33-Bz52ENYIcQk0kx-bLNXnbWkRwXHQ7c0z0WsQiVqXIhKUfRRhk5yUP41JKKpUYrJvwY9Oy3kb1Kg90Bj8_E7p4auXoGK_fLlgoLDs0m7eQ0JimoDhPEfDHXJjiObOV1L8NRjlvDrXIc=&c=oGmzMcw5x21LH_gQPm9_akGv7ukRFdDOuxWRFyCk4PMBe3daFcoYmg==&ch=Te0m8V9kadclCZbcaA_Pa0dUFTHtmuCw3ANrDUhVhrNr-34Yfjkpyw==


From: aldeivnian 
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 4:26 PM 
To: Board Secretary 
Subject: Policy Advisory Board - VTA and regional fare streamlining opportunties 

 

Dear Policy Advisory Board Members, 

 

Because the Next Network redesign creates more frequent service, encouraging more transit trips 

requiring a transfer, the VTA fare study proposes to eliminate the intra-agency transfer 

penalty.  Riders whose trip includes more than one bus in less than 90 minutes will only have to 

pay once. This measure will be helpful for transit ridership and equity. 

 

However, the staff report is silent on the important issue of “inter-agency” transfers and fare 

structure. 

 

Inter-agency transfers will be particularly important in San Jose, where BART is being extended 

to connect to VTA, and where additional routes to and from San Jose now require transfers 

to/from BART and Caltrain.  Recent planning for the Diridon station shows that the city expects 

there to be nearly as many transfer trips between agencies in 2040 as there are total transit trips 

today. 

 

Interagency streamlining would also be important in cities where local transportation demand 

management programs administer bulk passes for commuters across multiple agencies, with 

offerings that are largely separate for each agency. 

 

It will take additional effort to craft regional funding/financing solutions to allay transit agency 

fears about fare streamlining policies that may will increase overall transit ridership and revenue 

but may cause modest negative impacts for any given agency. 

 

One upcoming opportunity is to utilize the upcoming Regional Measure 3 funds to help support 

next steps toward interagency fare streamlining.  

 

At this time, it would be ideal to have the VTA board take this opportunity to set a direction to 

pursue further fare streamlining, even though that step goes beyond the scope for immediate 

action. 

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

 

- Adina 

Adina Levin 

Friends of Caltrain 

http://greencaltrain.com 

http://greencaltrain.com/
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From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Friday, May 19, 2017 5:24 PM 

To: VTA Board of Directors 

Subject: From VTA: May 19, 2017 Media Clips 

 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Friday, May 19, 2017 

 

1. Is Caltrain about to win its battle for electrification funds? (Silicon Valley Business Journal 
2. With too few riders, Gilroy loses three bus routes (Gilroy Dispatch) 

 

Is Caltrain about to win its battle for electrification funds? (Silicon Valley 

Business Journal 

Caltrain officials are sounding more optimistic that their $1.9 billion electrification project is 

about to get the last remaining funds it needs to begin work. 

President Trump’s Fiscal Year 2018 budget proposal is expected to be released Tuesday and, 

according to Caltrain spokesman Seamus Murphy, Transportation Sec. Elaine Chao said there 

will be funding for agreements like the $647 million grant for Caltrain. 

 

“That would be consistent with the letter that we got in February from FTA (Federal Transit 

Administration) saying it would defer a decision on this grant to wait and see if there’s funding 

in the FY ’18 budget recommendation that comes from the White House,” Murphy said in an 

interview. “If there is funding in there for new FFGAs, we’re the only full funding grant 

agreement that is eligible to be executed currently in the capital investments grants program. 

With Caltrain’s four-month, $20 million contract extension for its electrification project about 

to expire, Gov. Jerry Brown wrote Chao a letter on Wednesday urging her to quickly sign the 

railroad’s grant agreement. 

“Please call me if you have any questions,” Brown scribbled by hand across the bottom of the 

one-page letter, obtained by the Silicon Valley Business Journal, dated Wednesday. 

http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/05/19/caltrain-electrification-funding-congress-trump.html?ana=e_du_prem&s=article_du&ed=2017-05-19&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1495237940&j=78212861
http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/05/19/caltrain-electrification-funding-congress-trump.html?ana=e_du_prem&s=article_du&ed=2017-05-19&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1495237940&j=78212861
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/caltrain/699191/?mkt=sanjose
http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Seamus%20Murphy
http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Elaine%20Chao
http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Jerry%20Brown
https://media.bizj.us/view/img/10470834/5-19-17-gov-letter-to-chao.pdf
https://media.bizj.us/view/img/10470834/5-19-17-gov-letter-to-chao.pdf
https://media.bizj.us/view/img/10470834/5-19-17-gov-letter-to-chao.pdf


Brown’s letter makes the case that — despite opposition to the grant by all 14 Republicans in 

the state’s congressional delegation — Congress approved a federal spending agreement in 

early April to keep the government open through September that included a $100 million first 

installment of the grant. That “demonstrates that it wishes to move this project forward,” 

Brown wrote. 

Caltrain officials said at that time they still needed the signed grant to guarantee that all the 

money for the $1.9 billion project is committed before they can execute the construction and 

trainset purchase contracts. The remainder of the project is to be funded by funds from 

Caltrain, high-speed rail bonds and state sources. 

The grant survived two years of vetting by the FTA before the GOP delegation wrote its 

February letter in opposition. That caused Chao to back away from the grant, a first for grants 

of this type according to experts. 

Caltrain then negotiated a $20 million deal with construction contractor Balfour Beatty and 

electric train supplier Stadler US to keep its contracts alive until June 30, beyond the originally 

negotiated March 1 start date. The new deadline is now only six weeks away. 

While local government officials and business interests the length of the Peninsula have united 

in favor of the electrification project, which would cut travel times and increase Caltrain’s 

capacity, opposition has emerged from beyond the Republican delegation, none of whom 

represent the Silicon Valley that Caltrain serves. 

Their opposition is tied to opposition to high-speed rail, which they hope to permanently block. 

That San Francisco-to-Los Angeles system would share commuter railroad Caltrain’s tracks 

along the Peninsula, which is why the California High-Speed Rail Authority voted late last year 

to contribute funding. 

Some Peninsula residents also oppose electrification for making it easier for high-speed rail to 

use the corridor, but there are others who also oppose it for the increase in Caltrain 

frequencies that electrification would permit. 

Back to Top 

With too few riders, Gilroy loses three bus routes (Gilroy Dispatch) 

(Note: This has mistakes, I have sent corrections which have not yet been made) 

Gilroy bus riders will lose three routes in a major Valley Transportation Authority redesign that 

eliminates bus routes 14, 17 and 19 and replaces them with a longer loop route, 85. 

Route 18, which serves Gavilan College will be renamed Route 86 and run more frequently on 

weekdays. Route 68, which travels between the Gilroy Transit Center and San Jose Diridon 

station, will decrease in south county and increase north of the Santa Teresa Light Rail Station 

in San Jose on weekdays. 

http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/caltrain/699191/?mkt=sanjose
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/ca-gov/143549/?mkt=sanjose
http://www.gilroydispatch.com/news/with-too-few-riders-gilroy-loses-three-bus-routes/article_058455d2-3c0b-11e7-8aab-2f5bd986bfd1.html


Gilroy City Councilman Dan Harney and citizen’s representative Connie Rogers said the loss was 

not as bad as they were expecting and that the residents of Gilroy will still be served. 

“They did research that showed only eight people were using those routes,” Harney said. “The 

plan they came up with is better than what we were expecting.” 

Express routes are not affected by these latest changes, but they will be looked at by the 

agency later this year. 

Nearly two years after the VTA started looking at ways to increase the number of people who 

use public transportation, its 12-member governing board earlier this month approved the 

major redesign of the county’s bus and light rail lines, the first in a decade. 

Called Next Network, the transit overhaul modifies 85 percent of the county’s bus lines and 

prioritizes high-ridership routes in urban areas versus coverage areas in more rural locations, 

like Gilroy. The redesign, which adjusts frequency and in some cases route alignments, will take 

effect when BART commuter rail starts in Santa Clara County, estimated to be later this year. 

Details of the route changes can be found at http://nextnetwork.vta.org/route-info 

“We started collecting community input 18 months ago,” said VTA media spokesperson Linh 

Hoang. “We got over 3,000 comments from people who really understand the system and ride 

the system.” 

Initially, VTA staff were directed by the Board of Directors to modify transit services from an 

existing high ridership to coverage area ratio of 70:30—Gilroy is considered a coverage area— 

to 85:15. 

After the draft network redesign was released in January for public review, staff was authorized 

to amend the ratio to 87/13. There were 34 changes made between the draft plan and final 

plan approved by the Board. 

“The original intent would have been too drastic and we shifted back in the direction of 

maintaining service in coverage areas,” said Hoang. 

According to analysis by the VTA, the new transit plan should raise bus ridership by eight to 10 

percent and light rail ridership by 15 to 20 percent. 

Between fiscal years 2015 and 2016, VTA reports that transit ridership fell two percent in the 

county and was on track to decrease by 11 percent this year. A similar trend is occurring 

nationwide, according to CityLab. Only two metropolitan areas saw ridership increases last 

calendar year±Seattle, Washington and Houston, Texas. 

One of the caveats the VTA Board of Directors issued with their approval is for VTA to 

coordinate with cities on alternative mobility options and establish an evaluation framework for 

ongoing plan refinements. 

http://nextnetwork.vta.org/route-info



