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VTA’s Transit Service Redesign  
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Santa Clara VTA gears up for new light-rail route 
Progressive Railroading 

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) by year's end will open a new light-rail route to 

connect Mountain View, Calif., to the Alum Rock Transit Center in San Jose, Calif.  

 

Known as the Orange Line, the route would operate on existing tracks to provide a one-seat ride between 

the two destinations, VTA spokeswoman Stacey Hendler Ross said.  

 

Orange Line trains would run every 15 minutes on weekdays. The new route is part of a transit service 

redesign plan approved by VTA's board on May 4.  

 

The plan also calls for doubling the number of morning and evening trains on the Commuter Express 

light-rail line, which will be renamed the Yellow Line. 

 

Although VTA's fiscal year begins in July, the plan won't go into effect until passenger service on VTA's 

Bay Area Rapid Transit Silicon Valley Extension is available. That extension is slated to open by the end 

of the calendar year, VTA officials said in a press release. 
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Juvenile fare cheats’ free ride: BART can’t cite them 
Phillip Matier & Andrew Ross 

San Francisco Chronicle 

BART is poised to spend millions of dollars to halt fare cheating, but it turns out the transit agency is 

largely powerless to punish gate-jumping juveniles — thanks to a new state law. 

 

Under the law, which took effect in January, “those under 18 years of age cannot be arrested or cited for 

fare evasion,” acting BART Police Chief Jeffrey Jennings wrote in a training bulletin to his officers on 

March 16. 

 

The law, SB882 by state Sen. Robert Hertzberg, D-Van Nuys, was directed at keeping juveniles from 

racking up misdemeanor arrests on their records just for jumping fare gates. 

 

http://www.progressiverailroading.com/passenger_rail/news/Santa-Clara-VTA-gears-up-for-new-light-rail-route--51569?email=stacey.hendlerross@vta.org&utm_medium=email&utm_source=prdailynews&utm_campaign=prdailynews5/8/2017
http://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/matier-ross/article/Juvenile-fare-cheats-free-ride-BART-can-t-11127395.php


The result: BART has yet to issue a single citation to a juvenile fare jumper this year. 

 

BART says fare evaders are costing the system up to $25 million a year. The mob of 40-plus juveniles 

who took over a train car at the Coliseum Station on April 22 and robbed the passengers committed a host 

of crimes — but it should be noted that they also all jumped the fare gates. 

 

BART officials insist that the new state law doesn’t mean juvenile offenders are given a free pass to ride 

their system. Station agents and police can refuse entry to juveniles who don’t have a ticket, “and BART 

can eject juvenile fare evaders from the system,” said spokesman Jim Allison. 

 

BART passengers enter and exit the Fremont Station. Fare evaders are costing the system up to $25 

million a year. Photo: Lacy Atkins, The Chronicle Photo: Lacy Atkins, The Chronicle BART passengers 

enter and exit the Fremont Station. Fare evaders are costing the system up to $25 million a year. 

That said, Allison acknowledged that BART’s hands are largely tied when it comes to young gate-

crashers. 

 

That’s not the story in San Francisco, thanks to a special legislative exemption that took effect last year. 

Muni can still issue $58 “administrative citations” that leave no mark on the juvenile jumper’s record. 

 

BART is now considering enacting a new district ordinance to allow for such administrative fines. 

 

“What type of penalty remains to be seen,” Allison said. It could be a monetary fine or simply community 

service. 

 

Not that BART has really gone after young gate-crashers in the past. Its numbers for 2015, the most 

recent ones available, show it issued just 172 citations to juvenile fare cheats. 
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Price Tag for State’s Road-Wrecking Winter: $1.4 Billion and Counting 
Dan Brekke 

KQED  

Highway 35, known to locals on the peninsula south of San Francisco as Skyline Boulevard, is one odd 

bird of a road. 

 

https://ww2.kqed.org/news/2017/05/06/caltrans-california-winter-highway-damage-1-billion-dollars/


At its northern end, it’s a full-on freeway funneling traffic to and from San Francisco. As you go south, it 

takes on a different character, suburban at first, then rural, winding through the forested ridges standing 

high above the bay shore and Silicon Valley. 

 

At its southern end, it climbs into the Santa Cruz Mountains. Then, before it ends its 65-mile run, it 

narrows to a back-country road that’s a good deal less than two lanes wide. 

 

Now, this quirky Bay Area route has another distinction: It’s the site of the single most expensive road 

repair project arising from the already legendary Winter of ’16-’17. 

 

The storms that came crashing into California starting last October have dropped 100 inches of rain or 

more in parts of the Santa Cruz Mountains this season. At a remote spot on Highway 35 in Santa Clara 

County that Caltrans identifies prosaically as Post Mile 10.5, the season’s precipitation total is something 

like 94 inches. 

 

The rain fell so hard and so long that on Feb. 10, the slope at Post Mile 10.5 gave way, spilling earth, 

trees, rocks and a roughly 50-yard-long section of pavement far down a steep mountainside. The result 

was a monstrous gouge in the landscape and a rebuilding project that Caltrans currently says will cost $37 

million. (Two smaller slides occurred Feb. 10 just south of Post Mile 10.5; Caltrans says those will take 

another couple of months to completely clear and will cost $5.5 million each.) 

 

Statewide, the agency lists 425 damage sites that will require an estimated $974 million to fix. Caltrans 

says local agencies face at least another $400 million in storm-related road repairs. The money to pay for 

all that will come mainly from the state and federal governments — the latter partly due to a disaster 

declaration from the Trump administration. 

 

Looking at pictures of the Highway 35/Skyline Boulevard slide immediately after it happened — see the 

YouTube video above — it’s a little hard to imagine just how you’d go about putting a road back through 

the area. From one side of the gap, you gaze across at a chasm where a piece of pavement, complete with 

double-yellow lines, hangs in the air. 

 

But we — as a state and nation dedicated to the pursuit of happy and productive motoring — are not in 

the business of letting some little thing like a collapsing mountainside shut down an otherwise perfectly 

fine road. 

 

(Exhibit A for our determination to keep the roads open even when nature’s not in sync with our 

intentions: Highway 1 through Big Sur. A 2001 Caltrans report documented 41 closures from rockslides, 

mudslides, mountain slides, slipouts, washouts and flooding along that section of highway between 1970 

and 2000. There have been plenty of shutdowns since then, too. The winter of 2016-17 triggered several 



major slides and closures on the coast road — including one involving a bridge failure near the northern 

end of Big Sur. Caltrans hopes to have a new span ready for use by the end of September.) 

 

Visiting the big Highway 35 slide site last week with Bernard Walik, the Caltrans spokesman for Santa 

Clara County, I got to see the outline of the agency’s repair plan. 

 

“What we’ve done here is created an access road,” Walik says, describing one lane of dirt and gravel 

that’s been bulldozed, somehow, into the curving upper rim of the slide. “And actually, the access road 

we have in front of us here follows the profile of the new road — meaning it’s going to curve into the 

hillside.” 

 

Rebuilding the road will involve more than just realigning it, though. Engineers plan to build a massive 

retaining wall supported by piles driven deep into the mountainside. 

 

How challenging will it be to get a new piece of highway to stay where Caltrans wants it to stay? 

 

“Our geotechnology engineers (and) hydraulic engineers have determined that, looking at all the 

conditions of the current hillside, that the realignment with the support of the retaining wall will definitely 

provide a safe road for many, many decades,” Walik says. 

 

While I was there, one other person showed up to watch the small construction crew, which on this day 

consisted of two dump truck drivers, a front-loader operator and a spotter. 

 

“These guys have got a pretty good job,” says Art Vasquez, a retired heavy-equipment operator who 

arrives at the site on a motorcycle. “They’ve got job security. There’s so much work around here.” 

 

He grew up in the area and says he can’t remember anything quite like this winter’s damage. 

 

“It’s a mess. It’s a frickin’ mess,” Vasquez says as he watches the work. “I’ve been riding motorcycles 

here for 47 years, on fire trails and everything, but I’ve never seen it this bad.” 

 

How long will it take to fix things — at least on Highway 35? 

 

Caltrans says it hopes to have the realigned section of the road ready for traffic by the end of the year. 
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Mr. Roadshow: Parents, be smart; wear helmets for your kids sake 
Gary Richards 

San Jose Mercury News 

Q I just returned from a splendid ride in Alum Rock Park, and spring has sprung. Numerous bicycling 

families now dot the paths, and the lines of various sized “ducklings” have been schooled well in the 

quintessential “rules of the road,” as they pedal in single-file, keeping good distance, and all wear colorful 

helmets. But the adults leading these groups sport baseball caps, or no head covering at all. 

 

I am baffled. As an avid and experienced 64-year-old cyclist I have experienced three significant crashes, 

resulting in an ER visit to repair a mangled elbow, separate rotator cuff surgeries, and one cracked helmet. 

Certainly not hyperbole to suggest that the crash that resulted in the cracked helmet could have caused a 

severe head injury had I been helmet-less. 

 

All crashes were on bike paths with no cars involved. I applaud these adults for getting their kids outside 

and on their bikes, away from video games and the internet, but please implore them to wear helmets 

themselves lest some of these little ducklings end up caring for a parent with severe brain damage from 

the inevitable crash. 

 

Barry Goldman-Hall, San Jose 

A I agree, as parents, adults need to set a good example. There are studies that say helmeted adult riders 

tend to take more risks but putting a helmet on a kid is a no-brainer. And so is using one as a grownup. 

 

Q My husband and I were walking on the Bay Trail where bikes are allowed. Multiple young teens called 

out “on your left” as they carefully steered around the walkers. Their parents are teaching them so well 

the proper way to ride in mixed-use space. 

 

Chaplain Ellen Hoebeke 

A God bless parents like that as thousands prep for the 23rd Annual Bike to Work Day on Thursday. 

On Monday, Joint Venture and Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition will host experts from the Dutch Cycling 

Embassy at a free public forum on how Silicon Valley can model Amsterdam as one of the world’s great 

biking communities. 

The forum will be held at LinkedIn, 950 W Maude Avenue, in Sunnyvale from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/07/mr-roadshow-parents-be-smart-wear-helmets-for-your-kids-sake/


Q Preparing to make a right turn, I moved in close to the curb just behind a bicycle. The light turned red 

and the bicycle stopped, not wanting to turn. Since I was directly behind him I waited for the light to turn 

green. 

Meanwhile several cars behind me honked and then moved around to pass in front of me and the bicyclist 

to make a right turn. 

Should I also have gone around the bicycle? 

Linda Willis,Soquel 

A No, what you did was correct. Drivers making a right turn behind a bicyclist need to treat the bicyclist 

as if it was a car ahead of them. Drivers, do not speed up to try and get ahead of the bicyclist. 

That’s the dreaded right-hook, a very dangerous maneuver. 
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Roadshow: Crackdown on disabled placards draws jeers, cheers 
Gary Richards 

San Jose Mercury News 

Q The recent crackdown on handicap-parking scofflaws, while well intentioned, is a misallocation of 

resources. It makes for good PR, but it would be more fruitful to have these DMV investigators partner 

with police or CHP as spotters for drivers misusing smart-phones. An illegally parked car using a 

handicap placard is not going to maim or kill innocent people, but smart-phone distracted drivers kill or 

injure thousands each year. 

Tom Darby, San Jose 

A Your point is well made about the driving dangers posed by cell-phone users, but the DMV crackdown 

on people using placards to park at disabled spots or free at parking meters or green zones is much 

needed. During the past three years, DMV investigators have conducted 270 enforcement operations 

throughout the state and issued 2,019 citations. A recent audit found that 73 percent of placards were 

being used fraudently or lacking proper paperwork. Anyone who thinks someone has been issued a 

placard in error or suspects misuse contact a DMV office and submit a Record of Complaint Form 172A. 

It can be anonymous. 

 

Q I read that the person to whom the disabled placard is issued must be in the car when it is being parked. 

I’m sure that I’m not the only person who has dropped off a disabled spouse at the door of a business and 

then driven to a disabled spot to park. Is this correct? 

Bruce Karney, Mountain View 

A A person to whom a disabled placard has been issued may permit another person to use the placard 

when in the presence or reasonable proximity of the disabled person. So feel confident that when 

dropping your wife at the door you can then go in search of a disabled space. Michael-the-Traffic-Cop 

says it would be egregious to issue a citation to a driver who had dropped off a legitimate placard holder 

in front of a store and who was then waiting in a disabled parking spot. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/08/crackdown-on-disabled-placards-draws-jeers-cheers/


 

Q I have the blue placard for a permanent disability that expires at the end of June. Will the DMV 

automatically send me a replacement or do I have to reapply? 

 

Chris M. and Eloy Esparza 

A Just wait for a new one to arrive in the mail. The DMV sends out replacements automatically to 

qualified drivers. However this may change next year. To reduce misuse, applicants might be limited to 

no more than two replacements of permanent placards over two years. They would then need to reapply. 

 

Q If I buy a new car, can I simply take my disabled license plate off my old car and put it on the new one 

by going to the DMV? Or do I need a new doctor’s note? 

 

Matthew Fox 

A The plate can be transferred from one car to another without a new certification but it’s something to 

bring up with the dealer at the time of sale. There is additional paperwork the dealer will file to register 

the new vehicle. If you’ve already purchased the vehicle and brought it home it’s probably better to wait 

for the new plates to arrive and then bring both sets to the DMV for the change to be made. Check back 

with the dealer to be sure. 
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On board as Muni tests its newest trains 
Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez  

SF Examiner  

Muni mechanics are working under the wire. 

The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency aims to roll out its newest light rail vehicles by the 

end of the year. But to meet that goal, they’ve got to run their new trains through tests, tests and more 

tests — around the clock. 

“We’re really on an accelerated schedule,” said John Haley, director of transit with the San Francisco 

Municipal Transportation Agency. 

The agency aims to have all testing results into the California Public Utilities Commission — its safety 

regulator that must approve its trains to run — by Aug. 20, and some documents earlier than that. 

Last Thursday, Haley gave the San Francisco Examiner a tour of its three newest trains from German 

manufacturer Siemens, on the heels of concluding their most recent rounds of street testing on April 30. 

“They’ve got their people here all day and sometimes all night” Haley said of the Siemens personnel. 

Some of those tests were simple enough: Bring the train up to top speed and slam the brakes. Others 

required are far more technical. 

http://www.sfexaminer.com/board-muni-tests-newest-trains/


Only three trains from Muni’s technologically advanced future fleet have arrived in San Francisco so far, 

but they will serve as the basis of testing for the trains set to come in the future, which by 2027 may 

number as many as 265, Haley said. 

The tour began in Muni Metro East’s cavernous garage, a Muni train facility in the Dogpatch 

neighborhood. Inside, The Examiner passed by what, in Haley’s mind, may be the perfect argument for 

new train cars — a broken Muni light rail vehicle door resting on a wood table ready for repair. 

That same door flew off an aging, Breda-manufactured T-Third Street train last Tuesday, as the vehicle 

barreled down a tunnel at 35 mph. 

Haley and the Examiner walked outside and onto rail track 24. As if on cue, one of the first mock-tests 

Haley and his mechanics ran was for the new train’s doors. 

“They’re almost disturbingly quiet,” Haley said, as they opened at a whisper. 

Two mechanics were on hand, Quang Wong and Julius Navarro, both San Francisco natives. 

Wong hopped to the operator’s cockpit to demonstrate new touch screen displays, which detailed the train 

with color accents to show an operator many indicators — including which doors are open, locked or 

malfunctioning. 

“Before, on our Breda cars, the operator would have to go door by door to see which is malfunctioning,” 

Wong said. So far, the doors are working fine, Haley said, but SFMTA mechanics and Siemens engineers 

have found other problems worth fixing. 

After recently completed tests, SFMTA requested changes to brake pads, to interior noise, new 

floodlights, and to the acceleration and deceleration times of the propulsion system. 

And the agency’s 180 or so mechanics are undergoing training to fix the new trains. 

Navarro said he enjoys the new vehicle’s upgrades, from the computer diagnostics to the video camera-

enabled sideview mirrors. 

“I’ve got a ’69 Camaro,” the 17-year Muni mechanic said by way of comparison, “It’s great looking.” But 

the new trains are like a 2017 Chevrolet Camaro. “I’ve got power windows, power door locks, AC, great 

heat, great braking, great take-off.” 

While the new light rail vehicle looked like a commuter train out of Star Trek, there were still kinks to 

work out. 

The mechanics tried to get the train moving for a mock-test, but couldn’t get it running. It beeped like a 

digital clock, and a bell rang out. The sound of furious clacks and clicks of switches filled the car for 

about 15 minutes, to no avail. 

The train wouldn’t budge. 

The mechanics quickly assessed the problem — the Siemens engineers, they said, were “testing earlier” 

and disabled something in the software that prevented the train from moving. 

Haley still has time get those engines running. After the last testing documents are submitted to the CPUC 

August 20, the commission has up to 30 days to certify them, he said. 

“The following day,” Haley said, “I can tell you those trains will be out.” 
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Furor over gas-tax hike shows no sign of easing 
Phillip Matier & Andrew Ross 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Critics of Gov. Jerry Brown’s $52 billion road repair program question whether money raised by higher 

gas taxes and vehicle fees could be siphoned off to fill gaps in the state’s general fund. 

 

“In the immortal words of the former mayor of Carmel, ‘That’s not going to happen,’” said state Finance 

Department spokesman H.D. Palmer, quoting Clint Eastwood. 

 

According to Palmer, the state Constitution bars tapping current gas taxes and vehicle registration fees for 

general-fund uses. The new fees in Brown’s program will be similarly restricted under a constitutional 

amendment headed for the June 2018 ballot, Palmer said. 

 

So what’s to keep the state, which will start collecting the new fees in January, from diverting funds 

ahead of the June vote? 

 

“The governor’s veto pen,” said Palmer. 

 

Of course, all that could be moot if Assemblyman Travis Allen, R-Huntington Beach (Orange County), 

has his way. He has just announced a petition drive for a November 2018 ballot initiative to repeal the 

governor’s transportation package. 

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi of Calif. meets with reporters during a news conference on Capitol 

Hill in Washington, Thursday, May 4, 2017. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh) Pelosi’s mission to far-flung places 

A BART train pulls into the Millbrae station along the BART system in San Francisco, California, on 

Thurs. June 23, 2016. BART is unveiling its system for fining passengers who take up more than a single 

seat on a train. Juvenile fare cheats’ free ride: BART can’t cite them 

Once he gets the green light on the language from the attorney general, Allen and his allies will have 215 

days to collect 365,880 signatures of registered voters. He says he’s “absolutely” confident he’ll get there, 

given the response he’s gotten out the gate. 

 

“We already pay among the highest tax rates in the nation,” Allen tells us, “and the new gas tax will only 

increase what California already pays.” 
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Oakland: Proposed AC Transit cuts to schools will harm city’s disenfranchised, 

speakers say 
Laura Casey 

East Bay Times 

OAKLAND — Parents, students and community members affected by the proposed AC Transit cuts to 

Skyline High School, Montera Middle School and Park Day School lamented the service reduction at a 

community meeting at Oakland City Hall on Thursday night, saying it will affect the city’s most 

disenfranchised. 

 

Speakers addressing the AC Transit Board of Directors also railed against the transit agency and the 

Oakland Unified School District for playing politics and not coming to an agreement that would continue 

service to 1,600 daily passengers, many of them students. 

 

“I’m angry that we are here tonight because it shows a failure on both sides,” Doug Hamilton, a parent of 

a Montera Middle School student said. “We’re going into … us against them when it’s a community 

problem.” 

AC Transit is planning on cutting 17 bus routes to the three schools because OSUD told the district in 

January that it will no longer pay about $2.5 million for the service. The two agencies worked under the 

agreement for 20 years until this abrupt end. 

 

Speakers told the board that the cuts, which bring students from Oakland’s flatlands to the hills schools, is 

a “huge travesty” that will reduce people who live in poorer Oakland neighborhoods access to good 

education. 

Ryan Majors said he lives in Oakland’s less monied flatlands and will start going to Skyline High School 

next year. A current student at Bret Harte Middle School, Majors said he is completely reliant on buses to 

get to school because of his parents’ work schedule. 

 

“I have to take a bus. There’s no other way for me to get to school other than the bus,” he said. 

He added that the three schools are highly culturally diverse and the buses are the reason why the schools 

are diverse. 

 

“And that’s a beautiful thing,” he added. 

 

Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf also weighed in on the issue Thursday night, saying that she appreciates it 

is a difficult fight between AC Transit and OSUD but there are ways to solve the problems between the 

two agencies. She argued to preserve the service to the community. 

 

http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2017/05/05/oakland-proposed-ac-transit-cuts-to-schools-will-harm-citys-disenfranchised-speakers-say/
http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2017/05/05/oakland-proposed-ac-transit-cuts-to-schools-will-harm-citys-disenfranchised-speakers-say/


She said a mediator who specializes in public transportation has offered their services pro bono to help 

solve the impasse and keep the buses live for students. 

 

“You are so close,” she said. “You want to make sure your students have some of the best educations in 

the city.” 

 

 

She added, “I’m confident that with all the parties in the room, we can solve the problem.” 

 

Ellen Murray, a retired bus driver and Oakland resident whose children took the bus to Skyline High 

School years ago, told the board that the issue is an “incredible squabble” between the two agencies that 

ultimately affects the lives of many children in the city. She advocated for AC Transit to get involved 

with corporations who use the bus services to pay for transit deficits. 

 

Maxwell Spencer, the eighth-grade student body president at Montera Middle School, urged the AC 

Transit board to reconsider the cuts and consider how important it is for students to get to their schools. 

“Why ask our struggling, underfunded schools to pay for service the state can no longer pay for,” he 

asked. “We will continue to fight for the rights of students … until justice is served.” 

 

He argued that private schools, like Head-Royce School and others, should be charged for service rather 

than the city’s schools. 

 

Still more speakers, like former AC Transit board candidate Dollene C. Jones, said the money from the 

AC Transit Measure BB passed by voters in 2014 should be paying for more service, not less. 

“Where is the Measure BB money?” she asked the board. 

 

Later Jones said, “I think the cuts are horrible” and said she constantly sees service discontinued in the 

Oakland hills. 

 

“And I ask again, “Where’s the money?” Voters just helped pass Measure BB and I want to know why 

service is being cut,” she said. 

 

The decision will be made at the AC Transit Board of Directors May 10 meeting. The meeting starts at 5 

p.m. and is at the AC Transit. 
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VTA expected to approve transit overhaul 
Gary Richards 

San Jose Mercury News 

Faced with a $21.4 million operating shortfall and a staggering loss of riders, the Valley Transportation 

Authority on Thursday was expected to approve major changes to its bus and light rail routes, focusing 

more service on San Jose’s east side and downtown and reducing its reach in outlying areas like Gilroy 

and the west valley. 

 

VTA route changes could inconvenience seniors, low-income riders 

The VTA will set in motion fare hikes of 50 cents over the next two years. Bus service from Fremont to 

tech areas in Sunnyvale and Mountain View will end. And the DASH line through downtown San Jose 

will be replaced by the Rapid 500 bus. The impetus is the opening of the BART extension into San Jose 

late this year. Route changes should be in place by the end of the year. 

 

The VTA’s 12-member board, comprised of elected officials from around the county, was expected to 

approve the proposed changes, developed after a two-year study, at its board meeting Thursday night. 

 

Most Bay Area transit agencies are feeling the pinch in ridership as more and more people turn to 

personal cars, ride-booking apps and corporate shuttles as cleaner, safer and more reliable alternatives. So 

many people have stopped riding buses and trains despite worsening traffic that even ardent transit 

backers fear many solo drivers may not get out of their cars anytime soon. 

 

“This is an absolutely pivotal time for public transit,” said Stuart Cohen, executive director of TransForm, 

a transportation and land use group. “Ride hailing companies like Uber and Lyft are absolutely changing 

travel in urban areas. We are at an inflection point and unless we make some changes, and fast, I predict 

we’ll likely see bus ridership decline at a faster clip.” 

 

VTA expected 47 million rider trips through June 30, but the actual ridership is projected to be lower than 

37 million for this fiscal year. 

 

BART, Samtrans and even Caltrain have felt major to occasional dips in the number of people riding their 

vehicles while San Franciso MUNI and AC Transit have seen steady, healthy increases. 

 

The old ways of predicting transit use has been flipped upside down, say officials like Cohen. A robust 

economy that has congestion levels beginning as early as 6 a.m. and lasting past sundown doesn’t seem a 

major factor in how people decide to get to work. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/04/vta-to-approve-massive-transit-changes/


 

On lines with busy routes, some people are weary of not finding a seat on Caltrain and grubby riding 

conditions and crime on BART. A VTA bus or light rail trip can take twice the time of driving. 

 

When the Riverview business-housing complex opened, it attracted more than 300 riders onto buses and 

light rail. That number has dropped significantly in the past year, says the VTA. 

 

And corporation shuttles are picking up employees even at the VTA’s doorstep at its headquarters at 

River Oaks off First Street. 

 

It’s not just Uber and Lyft luring people off buses. Stable gas prices have some drivers thinking $4 a 

gallon gas is in the rear-view mirror. Car purchases have been on the rise in Santa Clara County since 

2013 when the legislature authorized the issuance of driver licenses to all residents without requiring 

proof of legal status. Registration at that time was 1. 4 million; now it’s 1. 6 million, or 200,000 more in 

the county. 

 

“That has affected our ridership,” said VTA General Manager Nuria Fernandez, adding that “data show 

about a 30 percent increase in households with three-plus cars as compared to five or 10 years ago.” 

 

Meanwhile, sales tax revenues used to fund transit have dropped significantly, partly fueled by internet 

sales where no taxes return to local cities. And fares now cover only 10 percent of VTA’s cost of a ride, 

down from 14 percent a few months ago. 

 

“We are far below anybody else,” Fernandez said, and far below its goal of 25 percent. 

 

Agencies are trying to deal with new reality. Express buses now run on Alum Rock Avenue in San Jose 

and are planned on Stevens Creek Boulevard and in the Oakland area and in San Francisco. 

 

“Have Uber and Lyft eaten into transit agencies’ market share? Sure they have,” said John Goodwin of 

the Metropolitan Transportation Commission. “For those who have a choice in how they travel, 

convenience, cost and comfort loom large.” 

 

The VTA plan is modeled on a similar effort in Houston, another sprawling region similar to the South 

Bay. And ridership there has trickled higher in the past two years. 

 



“The first and most important thing to do is get buses out of traffic,” Cohen said. “Give them their own 

lane when possible. … And convert more highway lanes to express lanes so they have a fast ride when on 

the highway. 

 

“Bravo to VTA for getting ahead of this trend,” Cohen continued, “as they are about to experiment with 

more frequent service on their core routes, which serve most of their riders.” 

 

The impact of BART could help reverse this trend, with thousands of riders transferring to light rail in 

Milpitas, as well as running more buses more frequently through areas that now have the most riders. 

 

“It matters how often the bus or train comes,” said Ratna Amin, a spokesperson for SPUR, another Bay 

Area transportation group. “VTA’s plan seeks to move in this direction and we think it is a smart 

direction.” 
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As state lawmakers attempt to derail Caltrain electrification, Bay Area businesses 

stand to suffer 
Richard Proctor 

Silicon Valley Biz Journal 

The future of transportation in the Bay Area will hinge upon the status of its trains — one way or another 

— long before it revolves around driverless cars or other inventions. 

Even as BART and Caltrain have experienced small ridership drops in 2017 from previous years, the train 

systems still transport hundreds of thousands of Bay Area workers every year. Consequently, the fate of 

Caltrain’s proposed electrification of its railway will impact Bay Area workers and businesses from San 

Francisco down into Silicon Valley. 

The $2 billion electrification would upgrade Caltrain cars to run primarily on electricity as opposed to 

their current diesel fuel. Caltrain says the increased train efficiency will increase system performance by 

making more trains available for riders during peak times. The fate of the system upgrade — dependent 

on a $647 million federal grant to get started — has been in jeopardy since February, when Transportation 

Secretary Elaine Chao and the Trump administration withheld those funds. 

As a result, Caltrain negotiated with its contractors to extend contracts through June 30. Whether the 

funds come through in time to break ground on the electrification process depends on President Trump’s 

federal budget, due this May. 

The electrification funding grant got derailed when 14 California Republican members of Congress sent a 

letter to Secretary Chao, objecting to the grant on the grounds that Caltrain electrification would also 

benefit California’s high speed rail project because the two systems will eventually share tracks. None of 

the GOP members are from a Bay Area district. 

http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/05/08/caltrain-electrification-gop-lawmakers-bay-area.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/05/08/caltrain-electrification-gop-lawmakers-bay-area.html


Proponents of the project have said that electrifying Caltrain will reduce traffic congestion and create jobs 

in addition to improving Caltrain service. Carl Guardino, president and CEO of the Silicon Valley 

Leadership Group, wrote a letter to President Trump and Secretary Chao in March that argued the 

business case for Caltrain electrification. 

“The economic importance of electrifying Caltrain cannot be overstated,” he wrote. “Innovation economy 

employers calling the Peninsula corridor home contribute 14 percent of our entire state’s gross domestic 

product, 52 percent of all patents filed in California, and 43 percent of all venture capital investment in 

the United States.” 

The letter was signed by 127 Silicon Valley CEOs and executives from well-known companies like 

Apple, Box, eBay and Yahoo. 

Back to Top 

 

Sinkhole opens up beneath truck in SoMa 
Michael Barba  

SF Examiner 

A sinkhole opened up beneath a construction truck in South of Market early Friday morning, causing 

traffic delays in the area, according to fire officials. 

 

The truck sunk into the ground at Seventh and Brannan streets around 6:20 a.m., according to the San 

Francisco Fire Department Twitter. 

 

The sinkhole measured around five-feet by 14-feet in size. 

Back to Top 

 

Initiative filed to repeal California gas tax increase 
Christopher Cadelago and Jim Miller 

Sacramento Bee 

California’s new gas tax hike to pay for road improvements pushed by Gov. Jerry Brown and Democrats 

could go before voters for repeal. 

 

Travis Allen, a Republican assemblyman from Orange County, filed the proposed 2018 ballot measure to 

eliminate the $5.2 billion annual package to fund road improvements. 

 

On Thursday, Allen launched a website asking for contributions of $5 to help him gather the 365,880 

signatures from registered voters to place the repeal before voters. Allen can begin to gather signatures 

once the state attorney general issues a title and summary for his repeal. 

http://www.sfexaminer.com/sinkhole-opens-beneath-truck-soma/
http://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article148696084.html


 

“If we work together a $5 dollar investment today will save you thousands in the long run,” Allen wrote 

on the site. 

 

Allen is proposing a diverse stream of possible funding sources, including tribal gambling revenue, to 

replace the tax. 

 

Senate Bill 1, signed by Brown last week, raises road repair funds through a 12-cent gas tax increase that 

begins in November, a new fee based on vehicle value and other means over a decade to pay for road 

maintenance and repairs, public transit and other projects. 

 

The coalition of labor unions, local governments and business groups under the banner Fix Our Roads 

issued a statement calling the transportation package an example of addressing the important issues 

Californians care deeply about. 

 

“Californians are tired of driving on potholed, unsafe roads, stuck in traffic,” the group said. “Voters 

strongly support additional funding to fix our state and local transportation infrastructure. It’s hard to 

view this initiative as anything more than the same old obstructionist politics that Californians are tired 

of.” 

 

Allen is proposing an initiative, which means the earliest the tax could be repealed is after the November 

2018 election. Referendums, which allow the law in question to be halted until voters pass judgment on 

the repeal, cannot be used to repeal tax levies or measures that lawmakers passed with an urgency clause, 

such as the gas tax increase. 

Back to Top 

 

Driverless airport shuttle bus may be ride of the future 
David Danelski 

Los Angeles Daily News 
There’s no driver in this shuttle bus to help you with your bags or tell you what terminal to get 

off for your flight. 

But expect driverless buses like it to shuttle travelers between parking lots and airport terminals 

in Southern California within “the next five years for sure,” said an enthusiastic Hasan Ikhrata, 

the region’s top transportation official. 

On Thursday, May 4, Ikhrata, executive director of the Southern California Association of 

Governments, and dozens of transportation and local government officials got a chance to test 

ride the French manufactured EZ10, a driverless, all electric, box-shaped shuttle bus that can seat 

six travelers while another six are standing. 

http://www.dailynews.com/technology/20170504/driverless-airport-shuttle-bus-may-be-ride-of-the-future


Riders just get in and press a green button. And the bus drives off, staying within an inch of its 

pre-programmed route — in this case around a circular driveway at the JW Marriott Desert 

Springs Resort and Spa in Palm Desert, where the association of governments was hosting a 

transportation conference. 

“When I rode this, in a few seconds, it didn’t seem I was in a driverless vehicle,” Ikhrata said. “It 

is safe. It is the future. And we need to embrace it.” 

Driverless vehicles could potentially prevent thousands of traffic fatalities each year by taking 

human error out of the equation, he said. They also may double the capacity of our roads, streets 

and freeways, because of new efficiencies through programming, he said. 

Expect to see the first such driverless shuttles at airports and other transportation hubs. Ikhrata 

also envisions senior citizens using smartphones to summon such shuttles to get to grocery 

stores, medical offices, and other common destinations. 

Built in Toulouse, France, EZ10 cruises at about 12 miles per hour and costs about $300,000, 

said Neal Hemenover, a spokesman for Transdev North America, a Chicago-area company that 

operates the vehicles. About 40 are in service worldwide, including two at the Bishop Ranch, a 

business park in San Ramon. 

For now, such vehicles are pretty much limited to private roads, though California officials last 

month proposed new regulations that would allow commercial use of driverless vehicles on 

public roadways. 

The EZ10 has two computers, a sensor on the roof and smaller sensors above each of the four 

wheels. Its front looks exactly the same as its back, and it goes in either direction, which means 

there’s really no such thing as backing up. 

Its top speed is about 25 miles per hour. 

“The faster it goes, the farther out the sensors go to make sure there are no obstructions,” 

Hemenover said. 
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Have scientists discovered the cure for potholes? 
Angela Chen 

The Verge 

First, there are small cracks in the pavement. Next thing you know, the pothole-filled street is closed off 

for repairs and traffic is congested for a week. America’s infrastructure is falling apart. It’s a political 

issue, but some policy solutions — just like building more roads — are unlikely to help. So while we wait 

on that, scientists are working on materials that repair themselves and are focusing on two of the most 

important materials in infrastructure: asphalt and concrete. 

 

Asphalt is mainly used for road surfaces. It’s easy to apply: you just warm it, mix it, apply it, and once it 

cools it becomes a hard road surface. It’s often porous, because these pores absorb the noise and make the 

https://www.theverge.com/2017/5/4/15544156/potholes-self-healing-materials-infrastructure-transportation


roads a little quieter. But the downside is that this porous asphalt isn’t durable; that’s how you get cracks 

and potholes. This is more than an annoyance that causes bumpy rides and traffic congestion. Damage 

creates unsafe riding conditions, and poorly maintained roads may be responsible for up to a third of all 

highway fatalities. 

 

BACTERIA IN CONCRETE SHOULD HELP PREVENT CRACKS 

One solution might be self-healing asphalt, says Erik Schlangen, a materials scientist at Delft University 

in the Netherlands. His asphalt has small steel fibers mixed in, which makes the asphalt conductive. If you 

add heat by running a big induction machine — basically a huge magnet — over the asphalt, it’ll warm up 

the asphalt and steel fibers and then the small cracks close on their own. (Sunshine can create some of this 

effect, too, but it’s usually not enough.) So it’s not entirely self-healing, because you need the induction 

machine, but it’s still less trouble than closing a road off for days to do repairs. 

 

Self-healing asphalt has been tested on 12 different roads in the Netherlands, and one of these has been 

functioning and open to the public since 2010. All are still in perfect condition, but Schlangen notes that 

even normal asphalt roads are fine for about seven to 10 years and that it’s in upcoming years that we’ll 

really start to see the difference. He estimates that the overall cost of the material would be 25 percent 

more expensive than normal asphalt, but it could double the life of the road, and one estimate suggests it 

could save the Netherlands 90 million Euros a year if all the roads used this material. China has built a 

self-healing road, too. 

 

Building off this special asphalt, there are even cooler ideas coming from Schlangen’s lab. “Putting steel 

fibers in the asphalt mean that you can send information to it, so it might be possible to charge electric 

cars on the road they’re driving on,” he says. “This is early, but we are going to make some trials in front 

of traffic lights, where the idea is that you can charge your car a bit while waiting in traffic.” 

 

But roads aren't the only piece of infrastructure failing. Just look at the crumbling bridge off the coast of 

California that has stranded visitors in the Big Sur area. Other sources say that 24 percent of the country’s 

bridges are either deficient or just plain obsolete. The key material here is concrete, and scientists are also 

involved in trying to improve it. It’s one of the oldest materials on earth and also one of the most 

environmentally harmful. Producing the materials for concrete is responsible for 10 percent of the carbon 

dioxide emissions worldwide, according to Franz-Josef Ulm, director of MIT’s Concrete Sustainability 

Hub, which brings together researchers and people in the concrete industry to try to make the material 

more durable and eco-friendly. (Many companies are trying to make eco-friendly concrete.) Much of the 

research is new, because even though concrete has been around for a couple of thousand years, the 

density of the elementary building block of concrete has only been known since 2007 because before 

there weren’t advanced enough tools to do the measurement. 

 

One project is looking at how to reduce the fuel consumption of vehicles by tweaking the material of the 

roads. “When you drive on pavement with your car, you create a little dimple,” says Ulm. “You don’t see 

it because it’s very small, but because of the behavior and texture of the material you’re actually always 

driving slightly uphill.” Ulm compares it to running on a beach on soft sand, and just as running on sand 



is harder than running on a hard surface, these “dimples” take more energy from the car. So, engineering 

the concrete to change the roughness can reduce the environmental impact. In the study, with roads in 

Virginia, this process reduced the environmental impact of cars driving on pavement by up to 3 percent. 

“For an individual car it doesn’t make much difference, but for a state and for a nation, it plays a huge 

role,” Ulm adds. 

 

The pavement industry is starting to take some cues from this research, says Julia Garbini, executive 

director of the Ready Mixed Concrete Research & Education Foundation, which partners with the 

Concrete Sustainability Hub. It’s a little early to go into specifics, but “a lot of the work happening right 

now is already beginning to influence specifications of how concrete is made,” she says. 

 

PEOPLE LOVE TO BUILD NEW ROADS, THEY DON’T LOVE TO MAINTAIN EXISTING ONES 

Strength is another way that concrete can be improved. The material is cheap, but it cracks easily, so we 

add steel bars to take over the weight of the structure when the cracks happen. But when the concrete 

cracks, water, or salt from de-icing buildings, seep in and then the steel inside starts to corrode. That 

damages the entire structure and is a big reason why a lot of old bridges are falling apart. “If you you 

want to make a self-healing concrete, we have to make something that fills up the cracks, so that no water 

or salts can penetrate anymore,” says Schlangen. 

 

Right now, the most promising solution is adding a special bacteria to the concrete. The bacteria live 

inside the mixture, and produce calcium carbonate that helps fill in the cracks when they develop. “We 

know that these bacteria can live in nature for more than 200 years, so we developed technique to put 

those bacteria in the concrete and it’ll survive lifetime of concrete structure,” Schlangen adds. Plus, they 

don’t do anything to humans, so it’s safe. 

 

Testing the concrete is tricky because a failure could be truly catastrophic, unlike a failure of self-healing 

asphalt. Still, Schlangen says his team has already applied the concrete to some small structures, though 

they’re still tinkering with the material. Concrete regulations are pretty strict in Europe and America, but 

countries with more lax regulations — like China, Japan, and Korea — have expressed interest in the 

material. 

 

So what’s keeping us back? 

 

There’s the rate of scientific progress, of course, and also politics. It’s good that infrastructure is one of 

the few issues that has attracted support from both Democrats and Republicans. Problem is, our biggest 

infrastructure investments were in the 1950s and 1960s and we’ve been neglecting a lot of the 

infrastructure ever since, says Harvard Business School professor Rosabeth Moss Kanter, who is author 

of MOVE: Putting America’s Infrastructure Back in the Lead. Nowadays, it’s a lot easier to build 

something new and exciting than it is to get people pumped up about maintaining something. 

 



But attitudes toward new materials are part of it, too, says Rider Foley, an engineering professor at the 

University of Virginia. He’s studied innovation in the construction industry, especially as it applies to 

nanomaterial innovations like self-cleaning windows, or steel coatings that resist rust. “The construction 

industry specifically is lagging behind some of the early predictions and forecasts” of when it would 

adopt these new materials, he says. Many in the industry are averse to risk and they have faith in materials 

as they are. “There’s all this materials testing that has gone on with concrete for 50 to 75 years,” says 

Foley. “There’s types of integrity testing and stress testing and loading and all of that, and that’s a body of 

knowledge that civil engineers have confidence in.” When it comes to these new materials, there’s not a 

high volume of manufacturing, so the cost is still high, and “it’s hard for them to kind of see some of the 

advantages of changing the design like this.” But with the country’s infrastructure in disrepair, and no real 

plan in sight, we need every bit of help from science we can get. 
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From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Monday, May 08, 2017 5:19 PM 

To: VTA Board of Directors; VTA Advisory Committee Members 

Subject: May 11 Events 

 

VTA Board of Directors and Advisory Committee Members: 

 

Attached are the events on May 11. Please feel free to share with your network.   

 

1) Movers and Shakers Bike Ride 
Starts at MLK Library in San Jose at 7:20 a.m. 
Open to all riders 
Link:  http://www.vta.org/News-and-Media/Connect-with-VTA/Bike-to-Work-Day-is-May-
11th#.WREJZPkrKUk  

 

2) Business Connect - Regional Business Diversity Program 
8:30 am to noon 
County Auditorium @ 1555 Berger Drive San Jose, CA 
Link:  http://www.vta.org/News-and-Media/Connect-with-VTA/Opportunities-for-Small-
Businesses-Expand-to-County#.WREJnvkrKUk  

 

 

Board Secretary’s Office 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 North First Street, Building B 

San Jose, CA 95134-1927 

Phone 408-321-5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 

 

 

http://www.vta.org/News-and-Media/Connect-with-VTA/Bike-to-Work-Day-is-May-11th#.WREJZPkrKUk
http://www.vta.org/News-and-Media/Connect-with-VTA/Bike-to-Work-Day-is-May-11th#.WREJZPkrKUk
http://www.vta.org/News-and-Media/Connect-with-VTA/Opportunities-for-Small-Businesses-Expand-to-County#.WREJnvkrKUk
http://www.vta.org/News-and-Media/Connect-with-VTA/Opportunities-for-Small-Businesses-Expand-to-County#.WREJnvkrKUk
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Regional Business Diversity Program

County of  

Santa Clara

Expand and grow your 
business by connecting 
with public agencies and 
prime contractors. 
 
Thursday, May 11, 2017
8:30 am to 12:00 pm
County of Santa Clara 
Auditorium
1555 Berger Drive
San Jose, CA 95112

Click here to Register!

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, VTA will make reasonable arrangements to ensure meaningful access 
to its meetings for persons who have disabilities and for persons with limited English proficiency who need translation and interpretation services. Individuals requiring ADA 
accommodations should notify the Office of Small and Disadvantaged Businesses (OSDB) at least 48-hours prior to the meeting. Individuals requiring language assistance 
should notify OSDB at least 72-hours prior to the meeting. OSDB may be contacted at (408) 321-5962 or e-mail: osdb@vta.org or (408) 321-2330 (TTY only). VTA’s home 
page is on the web at: www.vta.org or visit us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/scvta. (408) 321-2300: 中文 / Español / 日本語 / 한국어 / tiếng Việt / Tagalog.

LEARN ABOUT UPCOMING CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITIES

DISTRICT BUDGET COMMITTEE MEMBERS

ADMINISTRATION FACULTY CSEA

Doug Smith, Vice Chancellor, Administrative Services - DS Barbara Hanfling - AFT6157 Dan Hawkins - DS

Peter Fitzsimmons, Executive Director of Fiscal Services – DS Mark Newton - AFT6157 Carlos Marques - DS

Linda Wilczewski, Controller-DS Robert Brown, Academic Senate - EVC Arthur Azevedo - EVC

Kathy Tran, Budget Analyst – DS Eric Narveson, Academic Senate - EVC Yesenia Ramirez - EVC

Andrea Alexander, Vice President, Administrative Services - EVC Jesus Covarrubias, Academic Senate - SJCC Bruce Geer - SJCC 

Jorge Escobar, Vice President, Administrative Services – SJCC Fabio Gonzalez, Academic Senate –
SJCC/District Faustino Villa-SJCC/District

Jonathan Camacho, Business Services Supervisor, WI

MSC STUDENTS

Eugenio Canoy, Supervisor, CTSS - EVC Vacant - EVC

Lauren McKee, Administrative Services Supervisor - EVC Vacant - SJCC

DISTRICT BUDGET COMMITTEE
MEETING AGENDA

September 22, 2016
3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

San Jose City College-T-112

1) Call to Order        ACTION

2) Approval of Agenda ACTION

3) Approval of August 25, 2016 Minutes ACTION

4) Establishment of Resource Allocation Model (RAM) Taskforce DISCUSSION

• Purpose, Role and Function – Consultant Roy Stutzman

• RAM Taskforce Membership (Handout)

5) Vacancy of Student Committee Members DISCUSSION

6) Adjournment     ACTION

Regional Business 
Diversity Program
Regional Business 
Diversity Program

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA
Santa Clara Valley Medical Center

Parks Department
Facilities and Fleet – Capital Programs

Roads and Airports
Procurement Department

Equal Opportunity Department

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwfInq1mcL6Zrc4OeYZGn0K51mtNxF3F-V6kRJehKc-RpOcQ/viewform


From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Wednesday, May 10, 2017 10:04 AM 

To: VTA Board of Directors 

Subject: VTA Correspondence: Letters of Support for AB 1113 (Bloom) and SCA 6 (Wiener); Comments 

on Caltrain Grade Separation Projects in Mountain View 

VTA Board of Directors: 

We are forwarding you the following:  

From Topic 

VTA Letters of Support for AB 1113 

(Bloom) and SCA 6 (Wiener) 

Ken S. Rosenberg, Mayor 

City of Mountain View 

Comments regarding Caltrain grade 

separation projects in Mountain View 

 

Thank you. 

 

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
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M E M O R A N D U M 

 

TO:  Members of the California State Assembly 

 

FROM: Jeannie Bruins, Chairperson 

  Board of Directors 

  Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

 

DATE:  April 28, 2017 

 

RE:  Support for AB 1113 (Bloom) 

 

 

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) respectfully requests your support for 

AB 1113 (Bloom) when this bill comes before the Assembly for a vote.  AB 1113 makes a 

number of changes to the statutes governing the State Transit Assistance Program (STA) to 

clarify several ambiguities related to how these funds are to be distributed by the Controller’s 

Office. 

 

As you know, STA was created through the enactment of the Transportation Development Act in 

the early 1970s.  Funding for the program is derived solely from the sales tax on diesel fuel.  The 

Controller’s Office is responsible for distributing STA dollars to regional transportation planning 

agencies (RTPAs) and metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) in California in the 

following manner: 

 

 50 percent of all STA funding flows from the Controller’s Office to regions based on the 

ratio of the population of each region to the population of the state.  Each RTPA and 

MPO has the discretion to determine how to suballocate these population-based dollars to 

eligible STA recipients within its jurisdiction. 

 

 50 percent of all STA funding flows from the Controller’s Office to regions based on a 

calculation that takes into consideration the locally generated operating revenues of the 

public transit operators in the region in comparison to the rest of the state.  Each RTPA 

and MPO is required to suballocate these revenue-based dollars to public transit operators 

within its jurisdiction based on the specific operator shares published by the Controller’s 

Office. 

 

In FY 2016, the Controller’s Office, based on advice from its legal counsel, implemented 

changes to the methodology used to calculate a public transit operator’s share of STA revenue-

based funds.  These changes impacted all public transit operators in California to varying 

degrees.  In response, the Legislature included in SB 838, the FY 2017 transportation budget 

trailer bill, provisions that temporarily deferred the implementation of these changes by requiring 
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the Controller’s Office to use the same list of eligible recipients and the same proportional 

operator shares from the fourth quarter of FY 2015 to distribute any unallocated FY 2016, and all 

FY 2017 and FY 2018 STA revenue-based funds. 

 

Subsequent to the enactment of SB 838, the California Transit Association worked with its 

member agencies and the Controller’s Office to develop a consensus on a follow-up policy bill to 

address the ambiguities in the current STA statutory and regulatory framework that may have 

been the source of confusion.  This consensus has been incorporated into AB 1113. 

 

While primarily technical in nature, AB 1113 does provides clarity to such important issues as:  

(1) who is eligible to receive STA revenue-based funds;  (2) what revenue sources may be used 

to determine a public transit operator’s revenue-based share;  (3) how an individual operator’s 

revenue-based share should be calculated; and  (4) how RTPAs and MPOs, which serve as the 

direct recipients of STA population- and revenue-based funds, should suballocate these dollars to 

public transit operators within their respective jurisdictions. 

 

We respectfully seek your support for AB 1113.  Thank you for your consideration of our 

request. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

May 3, 2017 

 

The Honorable Jim Beall, Chairperson 

Senate Transportation & Housing Committee 

State Capitol, Room 2209 

Sacramento, CA  95814 

 

Dear Chairperson Beall: 

 

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) respectfully requests your support for SCA 6 

(Wiener) when it comes before the Senate Transportation & Housing Committee for a vote.  SCA 6 calls 

for placing before the voters an amendment to the California Constitution to change the voting 

requirement for local special taxes for transportation purposes from a two-thirds to a 55 percent vote. 

 

Given that federal and state dollars historically have not been sufficient to meet all of California’s 

transportation needs, more and more emphasis has been placed on raising local revenues for 

transportation purposes.  However, the California Supreme Court’s decision in Santa Clara County 

Local Transportation Authority v. Guardino, which requires a two-thirds vote to renew existing or enact 

new local transportation special taxes, presents a significant hurdle for many jurisdictions to overcome. 

 

Local sales tax measures have become a fundamental element of California’s transportation funding 

matrix, with existing programs contributing significant dollars for state highways, local streets and 

roads, mass transit, and other types of transportation improvements.  In fact, these measures have 

provided more than 50 percent of new capital funding for transportation facilities over the last several 

decades.  Counties representing more than 85 percent of the state’s population currently have in place 

local sales taxes for transportation purposes.  Most are temporary and will have to be renewed.  In 

addition, various counties without existing programs are finding that their transportation needs cannot be 

met unless they seek voter approval of their own local transportation sales tax measures. 

 

The two-thirds threshold for approving such special taxes allows a small minority of voters to control 

transportation investment decisions and contributes to the difficulty in funding critical projects.  We 

believe this issue is important enough for California voters to have an opportunity to decide whether the 

two-thirds requirement for approving local transportation special taxes should be changed.  Therefore, 

we respectfully seek your support for SCA 6.  Thank you for your consideration of our request. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jeannie Bruins, Chairperson 

Board of Directors 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 



CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW 

Office of the Mayor and City Council • 500 Castro Street • Post Office Box 7540 • Mountain View, California 94039-7540 
650-903-6305 • FAX 650-903-6039 

May 1, 2017 

Honorable Jeannie Bruins, Chairperson 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 North First Street 
San Jose, CA 95134 

Dear Chair Bruins: 

Two of Mountain View's highest-priority transportation projects that will be delivered 
with the Measure B Transportation Program are the Rengstorff Avenue and Castro 
Street Caltrain grade separation projects. As you know, the City of Mountain View has 
made significant progress on both projects. The Mountain View City Council has 
approved a conceptual plan for an undercrossing at Rengstorff Avenue and a concept 
for modifying the Castro Street/Caltrain grade crossing that would divert vehicular 
traffic to the existing Shoreline Boulevard overcrossing. 

Both of these project concepts were developed with significant community engagement. 
They also successfully incorporate complete streets elements. The Rengstorff Avenue 
project will provide bicycle and pedestrian facilities as key components of the proposed 
undercrossing. The Castro Street design includes pedestrian and bicycle tunnels under 
Caltrain and Central Expressway that will cmmect the Mountain View Transit Center 
with existing and proposed bicycle and pedestrian facilities serving Mountain View's 
North Bayshore Area. 

The proposed Caltrain Grade Separation Program Guidelines presented at the April 21, 
2017 Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) Board Workshop state that 
VTA "will work with the cities and other partners to develop an implementation plan 
delivering the eight grade separation projects eligible for 2016 Measure B funds." The 
staff report transmitting these guidelines to the VTA Board further states, that "[o]nce 
the implementation plan is complete, funds will be distributed as candidate projects 
move forward in readiness." 

The adopted Mountain View capital budget includes a $1 million appropriation for 
additional engineering and environmental review of the Rengstorff Avenue grade 
separation, and an additional $2.5 million is proposed in the upcoming Fiscal Year 
2017-18 budget, which would increase appropriated local funding to $3.5 million. In 
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addition, the City has been approved for $20 million in State Section 190 Grade 
Separation Program funding for this project. 

An additional $1 million is recommended in the Fiscal Year 2017-18 to initiate 
engineering and environmental review on the Castro Street project. 

Given the City's progress and commitment to these two projects, we believe it is both 
unnecessary and unwise to delay progress on engineering and environmental review 
until a comprehensive implementation plan for all eight crossings is completed. While 
we recognize the challenges facing VT A in delivering all crossings within the funding 
limitations of Measure B, we strongly urge the VTA Board to include provisions in the 
final Grade Separation Program Guidelines that will allow the Rengstorff Avenue and 
Castro Street projects to move forward, as approved in concept by the City Council, 
given that both of these projects have grade separation alternatives and local matching 
funds. 

In order to move these projects forward, it is also essential that the key project 
partners-Caltrain, VTA, the City of Mountain View, and Santa Clara County (due to 
the proximity of Central Expressway)-enter into a project implementation and funding 
agreement as soon as possible so that work on environmental review and preliminary 
engineering can progress. 

Should you need further information, please do not hesitate to contact me or City 
Manager Dan Rich at 650-903-6601. 

KSR/BK/5/PWK 
001-05-01-171-E 

cc: VT A Board Members 

Nuria I. Fernandez 

City Council 

PWD 



 

From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Wednesday, May 10, 2017 3:21 PM 

To: VTA Board of Directors; VTA Advisory Committee Members 

Subject: VTA Connections Newsletter - May 2017 

VTA Board of Directors and VTA Advisory Committee Members: 

Below is VTA’s newsletter for May 2017.  It can also be accessed using this link:  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAVTA/bulletins/19940a8  

Please share with your constituents. 

Thank you.             

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
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VTA’s Transit Service Redesign 

Plan is Approved IN THIS 

ISSUE 
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Redesigned transit service map goes into effect end of 2017 

VTA's plan to do an extensive redesign of its transit service 

network was approved unanimously by the VTA Board of 

Directors at the organization's May 4 Board meeting. 

The Board of Directors moved forward with the plan with the 

following caveats: maintain Bus Route 45, consider operating 

Rapid 500 on San Fernando Street, coordinate with cities on 

alternative mobility options and establish an evaluation 

framework for ongoing plan refinements.   

Read more                                             Back to Top 
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The VTA is sharing its expertise in highlighting opportunities in 

the transportation industry for small businesses on a regional 

scale.  

VTA and Santa Clara County are partners in a new Regional 

Business Diversity Program, in an effort to include more local 

firms in the contracting process in Santa Clara County. 

The kickoff for this collaboration will be a “Business Connect” 

event, in which small businesses can network with larger firms in 

need of subcontractors.  VTA and Santa Clara County will host 

the event Thursday, May 11th from 8:30 am to noon at 1555 

Berger Drive in the County Auditorium.   

Read more                                             Back to Top 

 

Bike to Work Day Festivities 
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(l-r) Kim Waslesh, Cindy Chavez, Nuria Fernandez, Shiloh Ballard, John Ristow take part in the 2016 

Bike to Work Day 

On Thursday May 11, thousands of bicyclists are expected to 

participate in the 23rd Annual Bike to Work Day, part of National 

Bike Month.  You can be part of the fun throughout Santa Clara 

County! 

 

Join VTA General Manager and CEO Nuria Fernandez, San 

Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo and Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition 

Executive Director Shiloh Ballard as they bike to work starting 

from the Martin Luther King, Jr. Library in Downtown San Jose. 

Read more                                            Back to Top 
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Safety Advisory: Rapid 522 

Service Now Includes Median 

Lane Features 

 

VTA engineers make final safety checks for Rapid 522 median lanes 

VTA's Alum Rock – Santa Clara Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 

service, Rapid 522 with median lane features, is now available. 

That means 60-foot VTA articulated buses are in service and will 

be cruising down Alum Rock Avenue in San Jose, using the 

center lanes. 

Read more                                  Back to Top 

 

BART: Beware of the Third Rail 
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BART's "third rail" is energized with 1000 volts of electricity 

VTA is embarking on a critical safety advisory campaign 

regarding the energized “third rail” on the BART Silicon Valley 

Extension. The contact rail will be energized along the entire 10 

mile alignment for testing purposes, and any part of the rail 

corridor should be considered electrified at any time. 

Read more                                           Back to Top 

 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

Citizens Watchdog Committee on 

2000 Measure A Program 

Expenditures 
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PUBLIC HEARING: The Citizens Watchdog Committee (CWC) 

for the 2000 Measure A Transit Sales Tax Program is holding a 

ballot-required public hearing on FY 2016 Measure A 

expenditures to receive input from the community: 

Wednesday, May 10, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. 

VTA Auditorium 

3331 N. First Street, San Jose. 

Read more.                                           Back to Top 
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From: Board Secretary  
Sent: Wednesday, May 10, 2017 5:46 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: May 10, 2017 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Wednesday, May 10, 2017 

1. BART to electrify new tracks this weekend, a 'major milestone' toward running trains in the 

Valley  Silicon Valley Business Journal 
2. SCVTA advises community as BART tracks are energized for testing RT&S 
3. Silicon Valley Organization Works To Solve Affordable Housing Crisis Bis Now 

BART to electrify new tracks this weekend, a 'major milestone' toward running 

trains in the Valley  Silicon Valley Business Journal 

The juice is about to be turned on along the new BART tracks from Fremont's Warm Springs 

down to San Jose's Berryessa station, and the Valley Transportation Authority is warning 

everybody to stay away from them beginning this weekend even though trains won't be 

running yet. 

“People shouldn’t even think about getting near the tracks because they’re going to be hot,” 

VTA spokeswoman Stacey Hendler Ross said.  

Sending electricity into the third rail, which will eventually power BART trains, is also significant 

because it shows progress on the project. “This is a major milestone in the project so we can 

proceed on testing,” Hendler Ross said. 

Turning on the electricity is part of the testing process for the computerized train control 

system that will track train locations, maintain separation of trains, control the track on which 

each train runs, and start and stop them at stations, according to Dennis Ratcliffe, who is 

deputy director for VTA’s part of the BART extension to Silicon Valley (BART will operate the 

trains once the extension is built). 

BART is scheduled to complete the installation of the train control hardware on the tail track at 

Warm Springs — the temporary end of the line into Santa Clara County — by the end of June. 

By the end of July, plans are for VTA and BART to install train control pass-through 

programming at Warm Springs. Then BART will begin running the first test trains to Berryessa, 

http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/05/09/bart-to-electrify-new-tracks-this-weekend-a-major.html?ana=RSS%26s=article_search
http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/05/09/bart-to-electrify-new-tracks-this-weekend-a-major.html?ana=RSS%26s=article_search
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/vta/204182/?mkt=sanjose
http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Stacey%20Hendler%20Ross
http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Dennis%20Ratcliffe


so-called “dynamic testing,” which will run until the end of September when BART begins 

operating trains for pre-revenue testing and operator training along the line. 

Scheduled service could begin as early as December, although the service inauguration date in 

the federal grant that is helping fund the project isn’t until summer 2018. 

“We’re 97 percent complete with the extension project that includes the Milpitas and Berryessa 

stations,” Hendler Ross said. 

Back to Top 

SCVTA advises community as BART tracks are energized for testing RT&S 

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (SCVTA) is raising awareness about the 

energized third rail on the Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) Silicon Valley Extension. 

SCVTA says the contact rail will be energized along the entire 10-mile alignment for testing 

purposes, and any part of the rail corridor should be considered electrified at any time. The 

transportation authority says the traction power network will carry 1000 volts of direct current 

to the contact rails. 

"You can't see the current, you can't smell the current, but if you touch the current, it will be 

too late," said John Engstrom, SCVTA's BART project manager. 

"Now that we are in the system testing phase, the site becomes extremely dangerous," warns 

Engstrom. "Every person in the public needs to understand that the BART right of way is not a 

shortcut, it is not accessible for a reason – for people's protection." 

SCVTA will have its Community Outreach Team visit various neighborhoods, businesses and 

schools along the BART Silicon Valley corridor advising of the safety regulations regarding the 

tracks. 

Back to Top 

 

Silicon Valley Organization Works To Solve Affordable Housing Crisis Bis Now 

Leslye Corsiglia is not a developer nor is she a real estate investor, but she is on a mission to 

build more affordable housing. The SV@Home executive director has been working with 

developers and city officials throughout Santa Clara County for the past two years to create 

policies that promote more affordable housing. Julie Littman / Bisnow Downtown San Jose As 

part of Affordable Housing week, SV@Home is hosting dozens of networking and educational 

events about various issues surrounding affordable housing. The week will include housing 

tours in various cities, workshops, policy meetings, panels, networking events, an artist housing 

panel and screening of a movie about a homeless man. One of the solutions to the housing 

crisis is to get more people to support affordable housing through education. “If you don’t get 

the support to build, nothing gets built,” Corsiglia said. Courtesy of Leslye Corsiglia SV@Home 

http://m.rtands.com/index.php/track-maintenance/on-track-maintenance/scvta-advises-community-as-bart-tracks-are-energized-for-testing.html
https://www.bisnow.com/silicon-valley/news/affordable-housing/silicon-valley-organization-works-to-solve-affordable-housing-crisis-74066?utm_source=CopyShare&utm_medium=Browser


executive director Leslye Corsiglia bottling wine at Martin Ranch Winery SV@Home was created 

in July 2015 to fill a void in Silicon Valley. There was not a full-time housing organization 

working in the region. The nonprofit membership organization works with partners and 

corporations, such as Google, as well as for-profit and nonprofit developers, banks and equity 

organizations and individual members to find ways to build more affordable housing. The lack 

of affordable housing is nothing new in the San Francisco Bay Area and it is having immense 

impact on the region's infrastructure. In Santa Clara County, 100,000 people each day commute 

outside of the county to work elsewhere in the Bay Area. Comparatively, 200,000 people 

commute into Santa Clara County each day from all parts of the Bay Area for work. In 2015, 

Santa Clara County added 64,000 jobs, but only 5,000 new units of housing. “We need to 

increase the supply here if we keep up job growth,” Corsiglia said. Richard Masoner / Flickr 

Rush hour on Highway 101 in Silicon Valley Building housing near jobs is a part of the solution 

to building more affordable housing. She said the region needs to make better use of land and 

increase density. “When is it our freeways are just not going to move?” Corsiglia said. “Housing 

doesn’t cause transportation problems. It’s the lack of housing in the right place that does.” 

Creating more affordable housing can be done through multiple solutions that help moderate 

housing costs. The organization has been creating various policy changes to promote more 

viable housing solutions. SV@Home played a huge part in getting the $950M affordable 

housing bond on the ballot for Santa Clara County. The organization recently collaborated with 

the Valley Transit Authority to approve a housing policy where 20% of all housing built on VTA’s 

property would be affordable and affordable housing would make up 35% of housing 

systemwide. SV@Home also has worked with San Jose to get a 25% affordable requirement in 

urban villages as part of agreement with a developer. Developers can develop an urban village 

by right, which means they just have to meet the general plan and design code requirements to 

get approval.   Corsiglia, who served as the San Jose housing director for 14 years, helped create 

San Jose’s inclusionary housing requirement. She said when the city considered this 

requirement, staff met with every for-profit developer to get a better understanding of the 

situation. She said most developers know how to include affordable units and do so throughout 

the state. She said if fees rise too high, the price to develop becomes infeasible. “Landowners 

will just stop,” she said. "Fifteen percent to 20% requirements … [are] doable, especially if it 

comes with other incentives that allow for reduced setbacks or increased heights and other 

things that make a project more feasible.” As much as developers dislike affordable housing 

requirements, they are not to blame for increased housing costs. “Right now what is increasing 

costs is a lack of supply. We desperately need to increase supply,” she said. 

Back to Top 
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From: Board Secretary  
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 6:00 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: May 11, 2017 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Thursday, May 11, 2017 

  

1. 18-Year-Old Morgan Hill Woman Missing For A Week CBS News 

2. AC Transit to keep buses running to Oakland hills schools San Francisco Chronicle 

3. A day on the 9-San Bruno: what Muni drivers cope with San Francisco Chronicle 

4. It's Bike to Work Day: What are the 10 most popular Caltrain stations for cyclists? Silicon 

Valley Biz Journal 

5. Mr. Roadshow: It’s dumb, illegal — and bicyclists do it every day San Jose Mercury News   

6. What's holding back self-driving cars? Human drivers San Jose Mercury News 

  

18-Year-Old Morgan Hill Woman Missing For A Week 
CBS News 
MORGAN HILL (CBS SF) – Police in Morgan Hill are searching for an 18-year-old woman who went 

missing last week. 
  
Around 7:30 a.m. on May 4, Desirae Akins-Qualls left her home in Morgan Hill and walked to the bus 

stop on Monterey Road at Vineyard Boulevard, where she was going to board a Santa Clara Valley 

Transportation Authority bus headed to her school in San Jose, police said this morning. 
  
Akins-Qualls never reached her school and has not been seen or heard from since. 
  
The bus stop is one block away from a Safeway store on Tennant Avenue, one of two Safeway stores 

where Antolin Garcia-Torres, 26, was convicted on Tuesday of attempting to kidnap three women as they 

climbed into their cars in 2009. 
  
Garcia-Torres was also convicted of the 2012 kidnap and murder of 15-year-old Sierra LaMar as she 

walked to her school bus stop, about 7 miles away off of Old Monterey Road in the nearby community of 

Perry. 
  
“We’re not making any assertion that there’s any connection or any real similarities at this point,” 

Morgan Hill police Sgt. Carson Thomas said of the two cases, noting that Akins-Qualls has run away 

from home before, but has always called home within a day or two. 

http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2017/05/11/morgan-hill-missing-woman-desirae-akins-qualls/


  
Akins-Qualls stands 5 foot 5 inches tall, weighs 225 pounds and has long brown hair and hazel eyes. She 

was last seen wearing black and white leggings. 
  
The teen has a history of depression but has not made any suicidal threats and did not seem upset when 

she left home, police said. 
  
Investigators have no leads on Akins-Qualls’ whereabouts but said she might be in San Jose. 
  
Anyone with information about the case has been asked to call Morgan Hill police Detective Greg Dini at 

(669) 253-4965 or the anonymous tip line at (408) 947-786. 

Back to Top 
  
  

AC Transit to keep buses running to Oakland hills schools 
Michael Bodley 

San Francisco Chronicle 
AC Transit board members voted Wednesday to strike a one-year deal with Oakland’s school 

district, averting a looming shutdown for bus service to three schools located in the Oakland 

hills. 

  

The board approved a funding extension to protect the service through the 2017-18 school year, 

said Robert Lyles, a spokesman for the transit agency. 

  

Though Lyles declined to specify the terms of the extension, he said the school district 

contributed money, as well as made changes to school schedules for efficiency. 

  

Transit Board President Elsa Ortiz said “this is a great day for Oakland students,” but said it’s 

critical that a more permanent solution be worked out. 

  

In a statement, school board President James Harris said “this is wonderful news,” adding that 

the City of Oakland aided in reaching a resolution that’s “good for both sides.” 

  

Stalled negotiations between AC Transit and the debt-laden Oakland Unified School District had 

placed the hundreds of students and parents who depend on the buses in a precarious position. 

  

The board of the East Bay public transit agency voted to continue serving the supplementary 

routes to Skyline High, Montera Middle and Community Day schools, nearly five months after 

the school district abruptly decided to stop paying its $2.25 million annual fee for service to the 

three schools. 

  

Oakland Councilman Noel Gallo said at the board meeting that while a permanent fix was still 

needed, the one-year extension was necessary. 

  

“Growing up in East Oakland and having three daughters and a son, I recognize the need” to 

restore service, Gallo said. 

http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/AC-Transit-OUSD-strike-deal-to-keep-buses-11137606.php


  

Officials at the district had been paying the transportation agency for nearly 20 years before 

realizing AC Transit ran buses to schools in other nearby cities for free (AC Transit says those 

districts cost much less to run than Oakland does). 

  

Lyles said the agency shells out $10 million a year for such supplemental bus rides among 13 

school districts across the East Bay, adding that the three Oakland schools cost $3 million. 

  

Since January, AC Transit had continued to run its dozens of buses, to the three schools in the 

less densely populated Oakland hills, where other transportation options are minimal. 

  

Parent Naomi Levy, whose son is a sixth-grader at Montera and who has worked with other 

parents to try to find funding solutions, said just before the vote that her “immediate concern is 

making sure that the lines don’t get canceled for next year,” adding that “my next action is to try 

to find a longer-term solution.” 

  

For much of the nearly two decades that the school district has been paying for the service, the 

annual fee was budgeted from state coffers designated for transportation. But in 2013, that 

money transitioned to general educational funding — and that’s when school officials 

acknowledge they should have cut the contract. 

  

Joël Ramos, regional planning director for Oakland transportation nonprofit TransForm, said 

after the vote that the resolution was “wonderful.” 

  

“Granted, we’ll all need to work on finding a permanent solution, but at least kids can still get to 

school,” Ramos said. 

  

The district had come under renewed pressure to cut costs in light of a $10 million budget 

shortage. 

Administrators say their finances have been plagued by rocketing pension payments and are 

likely to be undercut further by anticipated reductions in federal funding. 

  

Though the district announced a drastic hiring and spending freeze in January, it allowed 

individual schools an unplanned loophole: permitting them to set aside the funds to pay for 

upcoming bills. 

  

In April, interim Superintendent Devin Dillon, who took the job after former Superintendent 

Antwan Wilson left for Washington, D.C., told The Chronicle the district hadn’t saved anything 

— “not a dollar.” 
Back to Top 

 

A day on the 9-San Bruno: what Muni drivers cope with 
David Talbot 

San Francisco Chronicle  

http://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/A-day-on-the-9-San-Bruno-what-Muni-drivers-cope-11137233.php


Muni drivers cope with all kinds of chaos aboard their buses, but they say erratic operators of 

Uber and Lyft cars make their jobs much tougher. Photo: Paul Chinn, The Chronicle Photo: Paul 

Chinn, The Chronicle Muni drivers cope with all kinds of chaos aboard their buses, but they say 

erratic operators of Uber and Lyft cars make their jobs much tougher. 

  

I don’t ride Muni much these days — I mostly get around by car, taxi and foot. But I got an 

email from a reader urging me to ride the 9-San Bruno bus line. Ken Maley, a longtime media 

consultant, is a frequent passenger on the line, which snakes its way from Visitacion Valley to 

the Ferry Building, gliding along Bayshore Boulevard, Potrero, Division Street and Market 

Street before finally reaching its downtown destination. Along the way, Maley told me, the 9 

“picks up the most heart-rending underclass of life in our city.” 

  

Maley, who lives in North Beach, is a self-described “total public transportation person — I 

haven’t owned a car in years.” But an ugly incident he witnessed recently on the 9 deeply shook 

him. At a bus stop near San Francisco General Hospital, a man with a walker got on the bus, 

which was jammed with riders, and demanded a seat from a young man, who was also physically 

challenged, unable to control his spastic motions or speak clearly. 

  

“Did you call me a n—?” the man with the walker hotly responded to what was a stream of 

unintelligible words coming from the seated man. And with that, a third man sitting in a 

wheelchair reached over with a cane and struck the young seated man in the head. Blood sprayed 

everywhere, the bus driver pulled sharply to the curb, an ambulance from the nearby hospital 

quickly appeared, and the police shortly after. The assailant was arrested, and the bus continued 

on its way. But a nasty feeling lingered in the air. 

  

“He called him n—. He got what he deserved,” Maley heard passengers mutter. 

  

“But the truth is you couldn’t understand a word the kid said,” Maley told me. “He had a medical 

condition, maybe cerebral palsy. The No. 9 brings together some of the city’s toughest and most 

hard-luck people — patients, drug addicts, scavengers, gang members, the tragically wounded.” 

  

I had heard similar stories from my own sons. Now in their 20s, they used to frequently ride the 

9 and other lines. But not so much anymore. Too much street tension and menace, they said, 

particularly if you’re a young man. Their friend Jimmie Fails, an aspiring actor and waiter who 

grew up in a city housing project and now lives with our family, said he too tries to avoid Muni 

these days. “I hop an Uber when I can — I’m getting bourgeois,” he said. 

  

The young men in my house laughed when I told them I was riding the 9 that day. But I lucked 

out. My bus ride turned out to be a calm and pleasant journey. The passengers were generally 

quiet, most of them plugged into their music jacks. And the bus driver was polite and 

professional as he navigated the traffic-clogged route. In fact, it was the most serene commute 

I’ve experienced in San Francisco in a long time. At one point, a mother in a headscarf got on 

board with her young daughter, who was wearing a princess tiara. The girl smiled at me as she 

sat down and handed me a tiny flower from her bouquet. 

  



The only excitement occurred when a tall transgender person with flowing auburn hair and 

glamour-girl sunglasses jumped aboard at a San Francisco General bus stop, accompanied by a 

couple of friends. “Bitch, you wanna get off this bus and fight?” screamed one of them at the 

auburn-haired beauty. Here we go, I thought. But then all three erupted into mad swirls of 

laughter. “Bye, tranny!” cackled the merry belligerent, who exited at the next stop. “Auburn” 

was silent for the rest of the ride, idly stroking a tiny pooch. 

  

If there was any tension, it came from the weirdness on the San Francisco streets. On Division 

Street, the bus driver swerved to avoid a car that stopped suddenly in front. “Let me guess,” said 

a woman to the bus driver. “It’s an Uber. I don’t know how you deal with it all day long.” 

  

When the driver pulled to a stop at the end of his run, near the Ferry Building, I had a chance to 

pursue the nagging Uber question with him. With an estimated 45,000 ride-hailing vehicles 

jamming the byways of San Francisco, at times piloted by amateur drivers with limited street 

sense, Muni operators are being driven mad. 

  

“They just don’t care,” Jay Campos, the 9 driver, told me. “The Uber and Lyft guys stop in the 

middle of streets, in bus zones, no-parking zones, you name it. They make U-turns out of 

nowhere. They cut you off. They don’t pay any attention to traffic signs. My bus was parked the 

other day while it was being serviced and some (ride-share) driver crashed into it. 

  

“We bring our complaints to the (Transport Workers) union. We tell them we’re fed up. But they 

tell us they can’t do anything about it. Uber has too much money and power.” 

  

Campos said he doesn’t know why more people don’t ride the Muni buses and trains. “I drove 

for Uber and Lyft, but I didn’t like the way they treated me. At Muni, we have a union, we get 

protection and benefits.” 

  

In his 2½ years with Muni, Campos said, he had witnessed only one alarming incident on board 

his buses — a stabbing during a late-night run. “I flagged down the cops and they caught the 

guy.” 

  

The Muni is the city’s arterial system, and we need it to run smoothly. I was pleasantly surprised 

by my own afternoon on a clean, new and well-operated bus. But the public transit system faces 

major challenges, not least of which are the clogged arteries created by Uber and Lyft, as well as 

public safety. I’ll have more on this in my column next week. 
Back to Top 

  

  

It's Bike to Work Day: What are the 10 most popular Caltrain stations for cyclists? 
Jody Meacham 
Silicon Valley Business Journal 
On the 23rd annual Bay Area Bike to Work Day, it's worth noting that many cyclists combine biking to 

work with some form of mass transportation to accomplish their daily commutes. 
  

http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/05/11/bicycles-caltrain-top-stations.html


Most Bay Area bus and rail systems make accommodations for bicycle riders but none carries more than 

Caltrain, which in 2016 averaged 5,520 daily boardings by cyclists. That’s up from 1,614 daily boardings 

by cyclists in 2004 but down from the 2015 record of 6,207 per day. 
  
No. 10 
San Mateo 
Daily average bicycle passengers: 169 
Caltrain attributes the decline between 2015 and ’16 largely to the beginning of last winter’s record rains. 
  
So where do most cyclists board Caltrain? Click through the slideshow above to see the top 10 Caltrain 

stations (of 29 total stations) for bicyclist boarding 

Back to Top 
  

  

Roadshow: It’s dumb, illegal — and bicyclists do it every day 
Gary Richards 
San Jose Mercury News 
  
Q One afternoon in broad daylight, two cyclists (men; probably in their 20s; old enough to know better) 

were knocked off their bikes by a driver who was making a right turn from a side road. It turned out that 

the cyclists had been in the bike lane, but cycling against the flow of traffic. I felt sorry for the cyclists 

and very sorry for the motorist. He was clearly shaken by what had happened. 
  
Thankfully, the cyclists weren’t badly hurt. Just a few bumps and scrapes, but it could have been much 

worse. 
  
As a driver, I know that what can look like a straight bit of road may in fact have things that block 

visibility (a fence; parked cars; some shrubbery; even the physical structure of the car). The cyclist may 

well be able to see the car, but that doesn’t mean that the driver can see the cyclist going the wrong way. 
Elizabeth Ward 
Campbell 
A Then the next night … 
  
Q I saw a cyclist doing the same thing in the dark at night, on the same stretch of road, with no lights. 

Please get the word out about riding with the flow of traffic in bike lanes. 
Elizabeth Ward 
  
A Thursday is Bike to Work Day and a good time to air your grievance. Unfortunately, you are not alone 

in seeing this. 
  
Q I commute to work on my bicycle from my home off The Alameda through downtown San Jose, 

mostly on San Fernando Street. Almost daily I encounter other cyclists coming the wrong way in my 

green lane, which I have come to view as normal. 
Rick Partridge 
San Jose 
  
A Normal it should not be. Dumb it definitely is. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/05/11/roadshow-too-many-bicyclists-engage-in-this-dumb-and-illegal-behavior/


  
Q I have been seeing wrong-way cyclists more often lately, especially near central San Jose. I see many 

cyclists on the left side of the road. They often mistakenly think it’s safer but it’s definitely not. 
  
It’s illegal in all 50 states and dangerous. By doing this they put themselves in a place where motorists 

don’t expect to see them. Plus, they are going head-on with cyclists riding correctly and the speed 

difference with approaching cars is significantly higher 
Jeff Rudy 
San Jose 
  
A A bit of good news is that bicycling deaths in the past four years in California have declined from 164 

in 2013 to 143 in 2016. But the cyclist was found to be at fault 57 percent of the time in bicycle-involved 

collisions. The most common collision factors are riding on the wrong side of the road, not yielding the 

right-of-way to a vehicle and improper turning. 
  
Q I’ve been told that it is illegal for bicyclists to hold up a long line of traffic. Is this true? 
Frank Lam 
Milpitas 
  
A Yes. Since 2016, cyclists must pull over to let other vehicles pass if five or more vehicles are lined up 

behind them. 
  
And since 2014, California drivers must give bicycles 3 feet of clearance when passing. If a distance of 3 

feet is not available, slow down and pass when safe to do so. 

Back to Top 

  

What's holding back self-driving cars? Human drivers 
Tom Krisher 
San Jose Mercury News 
In just a few years, well-mannered self-driving robotaxis will share the roads with reckless, law-breaking 

human drivers. The prospect is causing migraines for the people developing the robotaxis. 
  
A self-driving car would be programmed to drive at the speed limit. Humans routinely exceed it by 10 to 

15 mph (16 to 24 kph) — just try entering the New Jersey Turnpike at normal speed. Self-driving cars 

wouldn't dare cross a double yellow line; humans do it all the time. And then there are those odd local 

traffic customs to which humans quickly adapt. 
  
In Los Angeles and other places, for instance, there's the "California Stop," where drivers roll through 

stop signs if no traffic is crossing. In Southwestern Pennsylvania, courteous drivers practice the 

"Pittsburgh Left," where it's customary to let one oncoming car turn left in front of them when a traffic 

light turns green. The same thing happens in Boston. During rush hours near Ann Arbor, Michigan, 

drivers regularly cross a double-yellow line to queue up for a left-turn onto a freeway. 
  
"There's an endless list of these cases where we as humans know the context, we know when to bend the 

rules and when to break the rules," said Raj Rajkumar, a computer engineering professor at Carnegie 

Mellon University who leads the school's autonomous car research. 
  

http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/holding-back-driving-cars-human-drivers-47341949


Although autonomous cars are likely to carry passengers or cargo in limited areas during the next three to 

five years, experts say it will take many years before robotaxis can coexist with human-piloted vehicles 

on most side streets, boulevards and freeways. That's because programmers have to figure out human 

behavior and local traffic idiosyncrasies. And teaching a car to use that knowledge will require massive 

amounts of data and big computing power that is prohibitively expensive at the moment. 
  
"Driverless cars are very rule-based, and they don't understand social graces," said Missy Cummings, 

director of Duke University's Humans and Autonomy Lab. 
  
Driving customs and road conditions are dramatically different across the globe, with narrow, congested 

lanes in European cities, and anarchy in Beijing's giant traffic jams. In India's capital, New Delhi, luxury 

cars share poorly marked and congested lanes with bicycles, scooters, trucks, and even an occasional cow 

or elephant. 
  
Then there is the problem of aggressive humans who make dangerous moves such as cutting cars off on 

freeways or turning left in front of oncoming traffic. In India, for example, even when lanes are marked, 

drivers swing from lane to lane without hesitation. 
  
Already there have been isolated cases of human drivers pulling into the path of cars such as Teslas, 

knowing they will stop because they're equipped with automatic emergency braking. 
  
"It's hard to program in human stupidity or someone who really tries to game the technology," says John 

Hanson, spokesman for Toyota's autonomous car unit. 
  
Kathy Winter, vice president of automated driving solutions for Intel, is optimistic that the cars will be 

able to see and think like humans before 2030. 
  
Cars with sensors for driver-assist systems already are gathering data about road signs, lane lines and 

human driver behavior. Winter hopes auto and tech companies developing autonomous systems and cars 

will contribute this information to a giant database. 
  
Artificial intelligence developed by Intel and other companies eventually could access the data and make 

quick decisions similar to humans, Winter says. 
  
Programmers are optimistic that someday the cars will be able to handle even Beijing's traffic. But the 

cost could be high, and it might be a decade or more before Chinese regulators deem self-driving cars 

reliable enough for widespread public use, said John Zeng of LMC Automotive Consulting. 
  
Intel's Winter expects fully autonomous cars to collect, process and analyze four terabytes of data in 1 ? 

hours of driving, which is the average amount a person spends in a car each day. That's equal to storing 

over 1.2 million photos or 2,000 hours of movies. Such computing power now costs over $100,000 per 

vehicle, Zeng said. But that cost could fall as more cars are built. 
  
Someday autonomous cars will have common sense programmed in so they will cross a double-yellow 

line when warranted or to speed up and find a gap to enter a freeway. Carnegie Mellon has taught its cars 

to handle the "Pittsburgh Left" by waiting a full second or longer for an intersection to clear before 



proceeding at a green light. Sensors also track crossing traffic and can figure out if a driver is going to 

stop for a sign or red light. Eventually there will be vehicle-to-vehicle communication to avoid crashes. 
  
Still, some skeptics say computerized cars will never be able to think exactly like humans. 
  
"You'll never be able to make up a person's ability to perceive what's the right move at the time, I don't 

think," said New Jersey State Police Sgt. Ed Long, who works in the traffic and public safety office. 
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From: Board Secretary  
Sent: Friday, May 12, 2017 11:57 AM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: VTA Correspondence: Comments Regarding Eco Pass Program and Next Network 
 

VTA Board of Directors: 

 

We are forwarding you the following:  

 

From Topic 

Members of the Public Comments regarding Eco Pass 

Program 

Members of the Public Comments regarding Next Network 

 
Thank you. 

 
Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Conserve paper. Think before you print.  
 

mailto:board.secretary@vta.org


From: David Fournier   
Sent: Monday, May 08, 2017 3:00 PM 
To: dave.cortese; mayoremail@sanjoseca.gov; Board Secretary 
Cc: transportation@sjsu.edu 
Subject: SJSU-VTA 

 

Hello, 

 

I am writing to ask that you please  include the express bus service in the proposed Collegiate Eco 

Pass program.  
 
Regards, 

 

David Fournier 

 

 
From: Cher Jones  
Sent: Monday, May 08, 2017 3:07 PM 
To: dave.cortese; mayoremal@snjoseca.gov; Board Secretary 
Cc: AS Transportation Office Mailbox 
Subject: VTA & the Collegiate Eco Pass Program 
 

Elected Officials, 

It is in the best interest of all SJSU employees and students to keep the Eco Pass Program 

affordable. 

Increasing the Express bus pass to $4.50 one way is not affordable. We have many instructors 

who live in neighboring counties and depend on the Express bus routes. Also, the traffic is so 

bad that it is very stressful to drive anymore. I take the bus for health reasons and rarely drive 

today. 

Let's not increase fares to an such a high rate that forces us to go back to our cars! No one needs 

more traffic. 

The 40,000 or so students, faculty, and staff of SJSU depend on affordable transportation. There 

are only about 5,000 parking spaces on campus. As a result, MANY of us take public 

transportation. 

Please don't let us down.  

Cher 

 

Cher Jones 
 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZCiUqdqCOuSa9NxW_O4aejdsHaxlRG-BAqXvGlp0dcuvzb_JXcCQuHZf7voJi_33HvlgNIt28O-Ai2o-CNzzkt5gbxPvHw39Y1A1R-4OQ1fqZniDuHC702os9pmPEvdp9oXye_M0GT-9GV8lFjYtMJcmCLMvbV-KgBWwUs9eXM_gN9HH3En5E8r-E0jUnSQhaCGjx-kvPmxk6YcDKIsqrA==&c=DO20w7SopF-jBy3wblNshV5Tk5_OCrR-mhKDJ1tFN8vp9hcD0MAoQQ==&ch=H0vAmc40treoypbpQpdR58LQGFj42ox1HNDw73tH__kgMd7x9WscOQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZCiUqdqCOuSa9NxW_O4aejdsHaxlRG-BAqXvGlp0dcuvzb_JXcCQuHZf7voJi_33HvlgNIt28O-Ai2o-CNzzkt5gbxPvHw39Y1A1R-4OQ1fqZniDuHC702os9pmPEvdp9oXye_M0GT-9GV8lFjYtMJcmCLMvbV-KgBWwUs9eXM_gN9HH3En5E8r-E0jUnSQhaCGjx-kvPmxk6YcDKIsqrA==&c=DO20w7SopF-jBy3wblNshV5Tk5_OCrR-mhKDJ1tFN8vp9hcD0MAoQQ==&ch=H0vAmc40treoypbpQpdR58LQGFj42ox1HNDw73tH__kgMd7x9WscOQ==


From: Will Norman  
Sent: Monday, May 08, 2017 3:22 PM 
To: Board Secretary 
Subject: Vta Ecopass Express 

 
I am a student living in Watsonville, woring in San Jose,  and going to sjsu. Please include the 

express bus service in the proposed Collegiate Eco Pass program. This would put further financial 

stress on my minimal, existing income. I am sole provider of a family of four.  

Thank you,  

Will Norman  

 

 
 
From: Paul Kauppila  
Sent: Monday, May 08, 2017 4:16 PM 
To: Board Secretary; mayoremail@sanjoseca.gov; dave.cortese; transportation@sjsu.edu 
Subject: express buses 

 

Hello, 

 

I have heard that VTA is considering charging extra for Express Bus service, even for those who 

already have Clipper cards.  Please don't do this!  San Jose State University serves thousands of 

low-income students who can barely afford rent or food as it is.  I understand that the separate 

fares for express buses could be as much as 4-5 dollars per trip.  For a student who is on campus 

four days a week, this could easily cost 40 dollars a week or 160 dollars per month.  We have 

many students who live in the East Bay and they CANNOT afford this!  Please reconsider. 

 

Thank you,  

Paul Kauppila 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library 

San Jose State University 

One Washington Square 

San Jose, CA   95192-0028 

King Library’s 10th Anniversary 
Celebrate 10 years of Partnership and Possibility 

"I used to be with it, then they changed what it was. Now what was it isn't it, and what is it is weird and 
scary to me. It'll happen to you too." 

-Grandpa Simpson 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZCiUqdqCOuSa9NxW_O4aejdsHaxlRG-BAqXvGlp0dcuvzb_JXcCQuHZf7voJi_33HvlgNIt28O-Ai2o-CNzzkt5gbxPvHw39Y1A1R-4OQ1fqZniDuHC702os9pmPEvdp9oXye_M0GT-9GV8lFjYtMJcmCLMvbV-KgBWwUs9eXM_gN9HH3En5E8r-E0jUnSQhaCGjx-kvPmxk6YcDKIsqrA==&c=lMjUEjsxHC7__kKxabo-tQpE-gWEi7YkFTrobI76cls4ctsRNCF2bA==&ch=8-lwicQjuHJbZz0XNZp01w2RVt8BjDnz9K9FCAQM7a11udiBmlzGfw==
http://www.sjlibrary.org/10th


From: Yovanna Gonzalez   
Sent: Monday, May 08, 2017 4:53 PM 
To: Board Secretary 
Cc: San Jose State University 
Subject: VTA Express 

 

Hello, 

I am a student at San Jose State and it has come to my concern that VTA intends to exclude the 

express buses from the Eco pass. And cost could be about $4.  

As a health science major at SJSU, we have discussed the importance of accessible and easy 

transportation as a indicator to a healthy community. This act would go against making it easier 

for people to get around and reducing traffic. Please reconsider this decision and think of the 

students and people who would be affected negatively by this decision.  

Thank you.  

 

 

 
 

From: Maria Stone  
Sent: Monday, May 08, 2017 9:40 PM 
To: transportation@sjsu.edu 
Cc: Board Secretary; mayoremail@sanjoseca.gov; dave.cortese@bos.sccgov.org 
Subject: Fwd: ALERT: Save the Eco Pass Express Bus Service 

 

Dear VTA authorities, 

 

I am a student at the San Jose State University. 

 

We have a great student and a very vibrant and diverse student body with a great potential. 

Many students live and work in the Bay Area after graduation. 

 

I believe it is essential that the VTA supports the students by providing the express buses for free 

for the SJSU students. 

 

As a self-supporting student and a new immigrant who recently became a US Citizen, I know 

first hand that it is very hard to afford to be a student at the San Jose State University due to high 

living costs. 

 

However, I do believe that by investing and supporting higher education, the community, the 

nation, and the world will be making one of the best investments. 

 

Sincerely, 

Maria 

 

 

 



Maria B Stone 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 

From: SJSU Transportation Solutions <transportation@sjsu.edu> 

Date: Mon, May 8, 2017 at 2:38 PM 

Subject: ALERT: Save the Eco Pass Express Bus Service 

To: mbstone 

 
 

         
 

 

Hello Maria, 
 
We need your help in keeping the express buses in the Eco Pass Program.  
  
The Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) is proposing to exclude the express bus service 
from Eco Pass Clipper and increase the cost of the program in Spring 2018. This could 
cost our express bus riders $4.50 per one-way trip.  These proposed changes are against 
the interests of San Jose State University (SJSU) and other college communities. They are 
also against VTA's Strategic Plan of "making it easier for people to get around, and help 
reduce traffic congestion." 
  
SJSU has organized a community meeting with VTA to discuss this proposal and the 
BART Phase II Extension.  We invite you to come to this meeting to ask questions and 
raise your concerns. The SJSU-VTA Community Meeting is on Friday May 12, 2017 
from 3:30 to 5:00 PM at Science building, Room 142. 
  
Please help our community by: 

1. Contacting VTA and your elected officials listed below and ask them to include the 
express bus service in the proposed Collegiate Eco Pass program. Please cc 
transportation@sjsu.edu. 
2. Attending the SJSU Community and the next VTA Board meeting in person. 
3. Pass the word and call to action to your friends, colleagues, and family members to 
do the same. 

  
The next VTA Board meeting is on Thursday June 1, 2017 at 5:30 PM at the County of 
Santa Clara Board of Supervisors Chambers, 70 West Hedding Street, San Jose. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Associated Students Transportation Solutions 
San Jose State University 
 
 
Elected Officials Contact Information: 
  
VTA Board of Directors 
Email: board.secretary@vta.org 
 
 
 

mailto:transportation@sjsu.edu
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZCiUqdqCOuSa9NxW_O4aejdsHaxlRG-BAqXvGlp0dcuvzb_JXcCQuHZf7voJi_33-Bz52ENYIcQk0kx-bLNXnbWkRwXHQ7c0z0WsQiVqXIhKUfRRhk5yUP41JKKpUYrJvwY9Oy3kb1Kg90Bj8_E7p4auXoGK_fLlgoLDs0m7eQ0JimoDhPEfDHXJjiObOV1L8NRjlvDrXIc=&c=gN2iLeKazxGJfefjoTXrK5i86GIRDmbS3jG95kauMHAZP6jbUG05Ag==&ch=tESgYrZY2aSGrdlbWhh0L0pJt65By2KXXqSmlJWZwGJrm1vraxaUxw==
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZCiUqdqCOuSa9NxW_O4aejdsHaxlRG-BAqXvGlp0dcuvzb_JXcCQuHZf7voJi_33HvlgNIt28O-Ai2o-CNzzkt5gbxPvHw39Y1A1R-4OQ1fqZniDuHC702os9pmPEvdp9oXye_M0GT-9GV8lFjYtMJcmCLMvbV-KgBWwUs9eXM_gN9HH3En5E8r-E0jUnSQhaCGjx-kvPmxk6YcDKIsqrA==&c=gN2iLeKazxGJfefjoTXrK5i86GIRDmbS3jG95kauMHAZP6jbUG05Ag==&ch=tESgYrZY2aSGrdlbWhh0L0pJt65By2KXXqSmlJWZwGJrm1vraxaUxw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZCiUqdqCOuSa9NxW_O4aejdsHaxlRG-BAqXvGlp0dcuvzb_JXcCQuHZf7voJi_33nZCFUt83nqmPAdlI_6F38Qm30wSPIXkrfKCybtI65TgCfe4Ob06Hk5Ib9rVUibdwF0EOboTY6cKBG_LUYwD6QT_z6CqZFv3dCEBq4zrBZdKi26boUZbMkw==&c=gN2iLeKazxGJfefjoTXrK5i86GIRDmbS3jG95kauMHAZP6jbUG05Ag==&ch=tESgYrZY2aSGrdlbWhh0L0pJt65By2KXXqSmlJWZwGJrm1vraxaUxw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZCiUqdqCOuSa9NxW_O4aejdsHaxlRG-BAqXvGlp0dcuvzb_JXcCQuLa8WuPZy9X9YeKAgQyypDrpDZPbAX6GjJZGzMYzpYmCBExRLLQv3sbYFmhp5N-U2E7QWNBw23_48feJFfxC2wnfxl9AqhZWI3vEDNSX1w-5&c=gN2iLeKazxGJfefjoTXrK5i86GIRDmbS3jG95kauMHAZP6jbUG05Ag==&ch=tESgYrZY2aSGrdlbWhh0L0pJt65By2KXXqSmlJWZwGJrm1vraxaUxw==
mailto:board.secretary@vta.org


 
Sam Liccardo, Mayor of San Jose 
Email: mayoremail@sanjoseca.gov 
 
Tel: 408.535.4800 
  
Dave Cortese, President, Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors 
Email: dave.cortese 
Tel: 408.299.5030 
  
Ash Kalra, Assemblyman 
Contact:http://www.ashkalra.com/contact  
Tel: 408.277.1220 
  
Jim Beall, State Senator 
Contact:https://lcmspubcontact.lc.ca.gov/PublicLCMS/ContactPopup.php?district=SD15&i
nframe=Y  
Tel: 408.286.8318 
  
Jerry Brown, California State Governor 
Contact: https://govnews.gov.ca.gov/gov39mail/mail.php 
Tel: 916.445.2841 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

From: Christy Riggins 
Sent: Tuesday, May 09, 2017 12:34 PM 
To: Board Secretary 
Cc: AS Transportation Office Mailbox 
Subject: Elimination of the Express Bus 

 

VTA Board, 

While we all know progress needs to happen in order to keep things working around here, too 

many times people who are dependent on how things work now are ignored and they suffer for 

it.  I work for San Jose State and am aware of the extreme need for alternative ways to get people 

from one place to another other than by car.  We are in the middle of a congested downtown area 

with no place to expand.  Our students need ways to get from outer areas to the campus without 

high fare costs as well as parking.  Please add the use of the Express Bus to the Collegiate Eco 

Pass Program.  You are affecting the area in more ways than you can imagine and it's time to 

consider what your changes are going to do to the community. 

 

Christy Riggins 

 

  

mailto:mayoremail@sanjoseca.gov
tel:(408)%20535-4800
tel:(408)%20299-5030
mailto:dave.cortese@bos.sccgov.org
tel:(408)%20277-1220
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tel:(408)%20286-8318
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From: Fabiha Ahmed   
Sent: Tuesday, May 09, 2017 6:47 PM 
To: Board Secretary 
Cc: transportation@sjsu.edu; mayoremail@sanjoseca.gov; dave.cortese  
Subject: Save VTA for College Students 

 

To Whom It May Concern,  

 

 

I have been recently notified that VTA will no longer be supporting me and my fellow college 

students in accommodation that transports us to and from school. I have started attending San 

Jose State University just last semester and VTA has tremendously helped in making my journey 

in attending this university an easier transition. I am deeply hurt that VTA is proposing to 

exclude the express bus service from the Eco Pass Clipper. The past year, I have been able to 

save a lot of money from parking and gas. Also, I am helping the environment by reducing my 

use of gas which is one thing I am passionate about. During my commute on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays, I sit next to numerous students that attend San Jose State with me and we all value 

this service. 

 

I hope that you take my story, along with countless others, into account and keep the VTA 

service for students. We must not forget the VTA plan, which is "making it easier for people to get 

around, and help reduce traffic congestion." 
 

Thank you for your time. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Fabiha Ahmed 

 

 

  



From: Brian Belet  
Sent: Wednesday, May 10, 2017 1:44 PM 
To: Board Secretary 
Cc: transportation@sjsu.edu 
Subject: Save SJSU access to Collegiate Eco Pass Clipper program 

VTA Board of Directors 

I am a Professor at San Jose State University, and I use VTA to commute from my home in 

Campbell to SJSU on a daily basis. I use a combination of bus routes and light rail, and the SJSU 

Eco Pass is crucial to my work environment. Please note that I have used VTA for my work 

commute since 1994, so I am long-time user of the SJSU program that makes VTA 

transportation a viable option for both faculty and students. 

 The new VTA Strategic Plan contains several problems, mainly because VTA is looking 

primarily at saving money, often to the detriment of the riders, especially those in under served 

areas. That is one problem, and it runs the risk of driving more people away from using VTA, 

which hurts revenue in the long run. 

Another issue is the VTA's intention to exclude express bus service from the SJSU Collegiate 

Eco Pass Clipper program. While I do not currently use express buses often (simply because my 

normal commute does not present that option) I know that several of my students rely on this 

mode of expedited transportation for their commute. It is simply imperative that the express bus 

service remain part of the SJSU commuter program. Many students survive on a very limited 

fixed income budget, and adding a $9/day expense for transportation will add up to a most 

serious financial burden. SJSU is a major economic factor in San Jose, and I know that the 

campus provides an enormous economic boost to the overall San Jose (and greater Santa Clara 

County) financial picture. This is not the time, nor is this VTA Strategic Plan the proper way to 

“nickel and dime” the students and faculty of the university. The negative press and ‘bad will’ 

such a move will generate promises to cancel out any short-term perceived revenue savings. I 

will certainly be on the protest line should VTA remove the express bus service from the 

Collegiate Eco Pass Clipper program. And, unlike students, I live here permanently, and will be 

here for many years. I vote in every election, and my vote on future tax and bond measures that 

provide millions of dollars to VTA rests now on this single issue. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Brian Belet 

Professor of Music, SJSU 

 

  



From: Joel Moreno   
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 6:17 PM 
To: Board Secretary; mayoremail@sanjoseca.gov; dave.cortese  
Cc: transportation@sjsu.edu 
Subject: Eco-Pass Clipper Card 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 
As a student at San Jose State University, I use the ecopass to commute to and from school and this 
includes the express bus service. Please continue to include the express bus service in the 
proposed Collegiate Eco Pass program. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Joel Moreno 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZCiUqdqCOuSa9NxW_O4aejdsHaxlRG-BAqXvGlp0dcuvzb_JXcCQuHZf7voJi_33HvlgNIt28O-Ai2o-CNzzkt5gbxPvHw39Y1A1R-4OQ1fqZniDuHC702os9pmPEvdp9oXye_M0GT-9GV8lFjYtMJcmCLMvbV-KgBWwUs9eXM_gN9HH3En5E8r-E0jUnSQhaCGjx-kvPmxk6YcDKIsqrA==&c=VfsPfj6ADiAUvISSe-cvCNVLw0ihzyAd0TMWodkW_EKT3Izs7AQ_Dw==&ch=NphY64bfXNNfiHW4xA11uK9xURz2ux8NZfzUG4lgsutD3heZdNoddA==


-----Original Message----- 

From: Jonathan Erman   

Sent: Tuesday, May 09, 2017 12:24 AM 

To: Board Secretary 

Subject: Feedback for the board 
 

Hello, 
 

I want to express to the VTA board of directors how unhappy I am with that what they do. I am 

furious about the "Next Network" plan and the self-satisfied feeling that VTA has been putting 

out recently. 

The board of directors should not feel good about their recent actions, they should be ashamed. 

Going forward, they should veto any proposed fare increases, and if they want to have transfers, 

it should be for all riders, not just for those with Clipper cards. 
 

If VTA has such cash flow problems, why did they redesign their logo and commit to a process 

of repainting and rebranding all buses and VTA items? 
 

"Solutions that move you" indeed. VTA does move me: to anger. 
 

Yours, 

 

Jonathan Erman 
 

 

  



From: Irina Zaks  
Sent: Sunday, May 07, 2017 1:41 PM 
To: Board Secretary 
Subject: VTA light rail schedule - impact on new Google office in Sunnyvale 
 

Dear VTA Board of Directors, 
 

I'm writing to ask you to increase the frequency of the VTA light rail at all hours of the 
day, as this would be an important step towards improving accessibility in the Bay Area. 
As I am sure you know, Google recently relocate 6,000 employees from Mountain View 
to Sunnyvale. This has significantly disrupted the commutes of many of those 6,000 
employees, many of whom commuted by bike previously and now are driving, which 
increases traffic and pollution and reduces quality of life.  
 

VTA light rail line 902 from Mountain View can serve the commuting needs of many of 
these employees. However, the fact that the light rail only runs every half hour after 10 
am  reduces the number of people who will take light rail, because the reality is that 
many employees arrive at work late or leave early due to family commitments or the 
need to work at home part of the time (for example, because of the need to make 
conference calls to Europe or Asia as part of work). If VTA ran more frequently at all 
hours of the day, I am confident that it would encourage more people working at Google 
and other local companies to ride it instead of driving because they would have the 
flexibility to commute in a way that meets their needs. 
 

Please let me know if I can do anything to help address this issue. 
 

Thank you, 
Irina Zaks 
Mountain View, CA 
 

 

 



From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Friday, May 12, 2017 12:02 PM 

To: VTA Board of Directors 

Subject: VTA Standing Committee Agenda Packets - May 2017 Meetings 

 

VTA Board of Directors: 

 

You may access your VTA Standing Committee Agenda Packet for the May 2017, Regular 

Meetings by clicking on the links below: 

 

 Congestion Management Program and Planning (CMPP) Committee – CMPP Packet 

 Administration and Finance (A&F) Committee –A&F Packet 
 

Please also find attached Work Plans for CMPP and A&F for your reference.  

We would like to thank you for your support of VTA’s Sustainability Program and to “GO 

GREEN” by subscribing electronically to the packets. 

Thank you. 

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 

 

 

 

 
Conserve paper. Think before you print.  

 

http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/cmpp_051817_packet.pdf
http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/af_051817_packet.pdf
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