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VTA introduces new fare app (Mountain View Voice) 

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority has unveiled a new, free mobile payment app 

called EZfare. 

The app, available for both Android and iPhone, allows transit riders to purchase single rides, 

day passes and express passes. 

Single ride fares that are purchased on the app are valid for two hours and include free 

transfers on buses and VTA's light-rail system. 

If any part of a rider's two-hour trip includes an express bus, express bus fare will be required. 

On their website, VTA officials use Levi's Stadium event fare as an example of a ticket that can 

be purchased. They emphasize the importance of checking the app prior to travel since ticket 

options do vary by event. 

Any purchases will be saved in the app history so that riders can access stored, active and 

expired tickets at any time. 

Rider history can also be accessed on other smart devices using the account created with the 

app and a function called "Retrieve My Tickets." 

Riders can view current pricing for cash or prepaid fares at vta.org/getting-around/fares. 
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https://www.mv-voice.com/news/2018/01/06/vta-introduces-new-fare-app
http://www.vta.org/getting-around/fares


Bill could add millions of new homes next to California's public transit stations 

(Silicon Valley Business Journal) 

California State Senator Scott Wiener proposed a trio of new housing bills on Thursday, 

including one that would make it easier to build taller projects near public transit. 

Wiener (D-San Francisco)'s SB 827 calls for the statewide removal of single-family home and 

parking requirements for projects within a half-mile of transit hubs like BART, Muni and Caltrain 

stations. 

The bill would mandate height limits of at least 45 feet to 85 feet for new projects, depending 

on how close they are to transit. Cities would be able to raise height limits beyond those 

minimums, and developers could also build smaller projects within the areas if they chose. 

Consulting firm McKinsey previously estimated that 1.2 million to 3 million new homes could 

potentially be built statewide within a half mile of transit hubs. The state currently has 1.1 

million units within a half mile of hubs. 

Wiener said local restrictions on development exacerbated the housing shortage and led to 

record-high rents around the state. "It's gotten us into this mess," he said. 

State Senator Scott Wiener proposed three housing bills on Jan. 4. 

"I support and value local control," he said, but said there had to be "more of a balance" 

between state and city laws dictating development. 

Wiener said the bill will likely be heard in committee by March. A vote could occur by the fall. 

Most of San Francisco would be included under the proposed law, since Muni buses are present 

in every neighborhood. Land along BART stations and Caltrain stations throughout the East Bay, 

on the Peninsula and in SIlicon Valley would also qualify, according to a previous map by the 

Metropolitan Transportation Commission. 

"It’s a great idea. It’s clear that what we’ve been doing up until now in California is not enough. 

If we want housing to be more affordable we’re going to have to look at new approaches," 

said Gabriel Metcalf, CEO of nonprofit urban think tank SPUR, who supports the bill. "Some of 

the suburban commuter rail stations are perfect locations for higher density." 

Peter Cohen, co-director of San Francisco's Council of Community Housing Organizations, 

doesn't have a position on the bill but wants taller projects to provide more affordable housing. 

"Density should be directly related to increased affordability," he said. 

Wiener said affordable housing requirements will be part of discussions. He noted that many of 

the projects that could be built under the bill would be under 10 units, which typically aren't 

subject to affordable housing requirements. 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/01/05/scott-wiener-housing-bill-transit-development.html?ana=e_sjo_bn&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1515441282&j=79462741
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Scott%20Wiener
https://medium.com/@Scott_Wiener/california-needs-a-housing-first-agenda-my-2018-housing-package-1b6fe95e41da
https://www.mckinsey.com/global-themes/urbanization/closing-californias-housing-gap?
http://mtc.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?useExisting=1&layers=165d990e3d1341c4942b79e526eafe0f
http://mtc.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?useExisting=1&layers=165d990e3d1341c4942b79e526eafe0f
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Gabriel%20Metcalf
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Peter%20Cohen


Cohen is also concerned that the bill won't push suburban areas to produce more housing and 

will continue to concentrate building in urban areas. 

"Is it really going to change the regional development game or will it just promote development 

in the regions where it's already happening?" said Cohen. "When are we going to press the Bay 

Area suburbs to actually step up?" 

The bill follows Wiener's SB 35, which passed last year and speeds up project approvals if cities 

aren't meeting their housing goals, as dictated by the state's Regional Housing Needs 

Assessment (RHNA). 

Wiener also proposed SB 828 on Thursday, which calls for a more data-driven approach in 

creating the RHNA. Wiener also proposed SB 829, which makes farmer housing in agricultural 

land by right. 

In 2017, state lawmakers passed 15 major housing bills, and it continues to be a major political 

issue this year. 

The state legislature is scheduled to hold a hearing on a bill to repeal Costa Hawkins, which 

would expand rent control to new buildings. A separate ballot measure that would repeal Costa 

Hawkins is also in the works. Advocates are also gathering signatures for a ballot measure to 

remove commercial properties from Prop. 13 tax protections. 

"The politics around housing have totally shifted," said Wiener. 
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Here's what German rail exec says California high-speed rail needs to succeed 

(Silicon Valley Business Journal) 

The 21 years that it has taken California’s high-speed rail project to move from creation to 

today’s construction in the Central Valley were largely occupied dealing with political, legal and 

financial obstacles. 

But the head of the German-American consortium that just signed a contract intended as a 

preamble to a deal to run the railroad said overcoming California’s car culture is the biggest 

obstacle to high-speed rail’s success. 

“On mega-projects all over the world there is a political and financial challenge in there,” 

said Carsten Puls, president of DB Engineering & Consulting USA, the American arm of Deutsche 

Bahn, Germany’s rail system and the lead company in the 13-member consortium. “We have 

the same challenges in Germany on our mega-projects … That’s why they are mega-projects.” 

Carsten Puls, president of DB Engineering & Consulting USA, which heads a consortium under 

contract to the California High-Speed Rail Authority to fine-tune the commercial aspects of the 

passenger rail project. 

https://alamedasun.com/news/appeal-costa-hawkins-rent-control-horizon
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanfrancisco/news/2017/12/18/california-prop-13-split-roll-ballot-measure-taxes.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanfrancisco/news/2017/12/18/california-prop-13-split-roll-ballot-measure-taxes.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/01/08/california-high-speed-rail-deutsche-bahn-contract.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Carsten%20Puls


What makes California stand out, he said, is the need “have to have a mind change here from a 

car-driven society and shifting to more public transportation.” 

Part of DB’s 197-page proposal to fine-tune the project into a commercially viable railroad — a 

pitch that beat out those of high-speed rail operators in China, Italy and Spain over a six-month 

competition for a six-year, $30 million contract — focuses on the need for a branding and 

marketing effort aimed at establishing rail as a viable travel option in the minds of millions of 

Californians who today never think of taking a train. 

The other thing needed to create this change in the state’s transportation culture, Puls said, is a 

rail project that actually delivers what the marketing and its proponents promise: a ground 

transportation system linking the state’s largest cities that is fast, convenient and affordable 

enough to be that travel option. 

The purpose of DB’s contract is not only to put the commercialization of California’s railroad 

into the hands of an experienced and successful rail operator but essentially to seduce DB over 

the course of the deal with the promise of profit as the system’s franchised early operator. 

But on that front Puls was cautious, calling it “a very complex question.” He said DB has just 

begun examining California’s business plans and that the system’s newest required biennial 

plan draft is due out within weeks. 

DB pinpointed several risks in its proposal including continued strength in Silicon Valley's 

economy, short timelines for procuring trainsets, lack of quality control over connecting 

transportation services that will deliver passengers to the system and defining the future 

operator’s maintenance cost responsibilities among others. 

Those are resolvable, he said, but that’s in the future. 

Connectivity with public transportation is weak in the Central Valley although the state’s draft 

rail plan, now circulating for comment, calls for improvements. With five other passenger 

railroads including BART and Caltrain scheduled to connect to high-speed rail at Diridon Station 

within eight years, San Jose will have the highest level of connectivity for the entire system. 

Considering the initial operating segment of the project from San Jose to near Bakersfield, Puls 

sees high-speed rail’s primary utility at the start as a commuter link to and from Silicon Valley, 

which is supposed to happen in seven years. 

“At the end of the day all forms of transportation systems have to focus on the end users — 

shorter commuter times, unclogging existing travel routes on the highway,” Puls said. 

When a transportation mode is “an enjoyable experience or a useful experience for the end 

user, where they can use their time in the commute or maybe their commute is shorter, and it's 

an easy-to-use system, then it will bring benefits to the region," he said. 

And while he said the car culture challenge is unique, overcoming public travel habit resistance 

is something all current high-speed rail systems (by international consensus, systems operating 



at 160 mph or faster) have had to overcome including in Germany, the third country to build a 

system following Japan and France. 

“It's something that was seen at the beginning as a competition (to air travel) and today it's 

seen more as complementary and adding on,” Puls said. “I think the key issue in the whole 

success of the system is we have to understand who our customers are and not build a system 

because we want to build a system. It's something that has to be of easy use for the end-user 

and it includes different modes of transportation. High-speed is the key backbone to provide 

that, but it needs all the connections in between and at the ends in order to be successful.” 

Back to Top 

Openings and Construction Starts Planned for 2018 TheTransportPolitic.com 

 Despite significant hostility from the Trump Administration, cities are pushing ahead with 

major new transit projects nationwide. Here’s the annual roundup, with dozens of projects 

on the way with planned openings in 2018. 

In 2018, 340 route miles of new fixed-guideway transit projects, representing a total 

investment of $13.2 billion, are expected to open for riders in the U.S., Mexico, and Canada. An 

additional 366 miles of lines, costing a total of more than $75 billion to build, will be under 

construction in 2018 but are planned for opening in later years. The continent’s cities, then, 

continue to be active sites of expansion for relatively high-quality transit improvements. 

Projects are described in more detail below. They’re also accessible on the updated Transit 

Explorermap and database, on which it’s possible to view project routes, stations, and details 

throughout North America. 

This is the 10th year of my compilation of new transit projects here on The Transport Politic. 

Find previous years here: 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017. 

A 2017 round-up 

The first year of the transit-hostile Trump Administration was never going to be fun, but the 

fact that transit ridership declined throughout the U.S.—particularly on bus services—didn’t 

help. Competition from ride-hailing services, reductions in service provided, and low gas prices 

all conspired to encourage Americans to get into automobiles. That said, transit systems in 

Canada and Mexico did fine. 

The Trump Administration’s budget officially cut off federal funding for new transit projects, 

but—as I’ll document in an upcoming post—cities kept on, and keep on, building. 

Last year, a number of new projects opened. The extension of the Bay Area’s BART heavy rail 

system to Warm Springs, the creation of Denver’s new R light rail line, the building of Detroit’s 

new QLine streetcar, and the addition of Toronto’s Spadina Subway Extension stand out as 

particularly remarkable. High-quality bus rapid transit routes in Albuquerque, Eugene, 

Mississauga, and New York City also opened for riders. 

https://www.thetransportpolitic.com/2018/01/05/openings-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2018/
https://www.thetransportpolitic.com/transitexplorer/#12/47.6000/-122.3000
https://www.thetransportpolitic.com/transitexplorer/#12/47.6000/-122.3000
https://www.thetransportpolitic.com/2018/01/05/openings-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2018/%E2%80%9Chttps:/www.thetransportpolitic.com/2009/01/01/looking-forward-to-2009-openings-and-construction-starts/%E2%80%9D
https://www.thetransportpolitic.com/2018/01/05/openings-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2018/%E2%80%9Chttps:/www.thetransportpolitic.com/2010/01/01/openings-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2010-2/%E2%80%9D
https://www.thetransportpolitic.com/2018/01/05/openings-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2018/%E2%80%9Chttps:/www.thetransportpolitic.com/2011/01/03/opening-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2011/%E2%80%9D
https://www.thetransportpolitic.com/2018/01/05/openings-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2018/%E2%80%9Chttps:/www.thetransportpolitic.com/2012/01/02/opening-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2012/%E2%80%9D
https://www.thetransportpolitic.com/2018/01/05/openings-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2018/%E2%80%9Chttps:/www.thetransportpolitic.com/2013/01/01/openings-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2013/%E2%80%9D
https://www.thetransportpolitic.com/2018/01/05/openings-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2018/%E2%80%9Chttps:/www.thetransportpolitic.com/2014/01/05/openings-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2014/%E2%80%9D
https://www.thetransportpolitic.com/2018/01/05/openings-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2018/%E2%80%9Chttps:/www.thetransportpolitic.com/2015/01/05/openings-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2015/%E2%80%9D
https://www.thetransportpolitic.com/2018/01/05/openings-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2018/%E2%80%9Chttps:/www.thetransportpolitic.com/2016/01/06/openings-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2016/%E2%80%9D
https://www.thetransportpolitic.com/2018/01/05/openings-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2018/%E2%80%9Chttps:/www.thetransportpolitic.com/2017/01/12/openings-and-construction-starts-planned-for-2017/%E2%80%9D


2018, however, is expected to be a much more significant year in terms of transit line openings, 

as I detail below. 

Projects we can expect to open in 2018 

One heavy rail extension, five new light rail lines, four streetcar lines, six commuter rail lines, 11 

bus rapid transit lines, and two major station projects are expected to open next year. 

Of these projects, the extension of the Bay Area BART heavy rail system to San Jose is the most 

expensive (it has rung up a more-than $2 billion price tag), but the line won’t serve any 

downtown, let alone any particularly dense residential areas. On the other hand, Ottawa’s 

Confederation Line, a light rail project that will replace a decades-old dedicated bus corridor, 

will provide direct access to the center of Canada’s capital; its planners project it will attract 

240,000 daily riders. 

The four streetcar projects expected to open—in El Paso, Milwaukee, Oklahoma City, and St. 

Louis—will share many of the deficiencies that have frustrated recent streetcars across the 

U.S. Namely, they’ll run in lanes shared with automobiles, meaning they get stuck in traffic. 

Fortunately, as a share of overall expenditures on major new transit projects, streetcar projects 

represent less than two percent of the total. 

On the other hand, bus rapid transit projects continue to improve. Boston’s Silver Line 

Gateway, which will bring frequent service to Chelsea, a suburban city north of Boston’s 

downtown, will have dedicated lanes and high-quality stations. 

Find a full listing of these projects below; to access their route maps on Transit Explorer, click 

the icon. 

Heavy Rail 

 San Jose BART to Berryessa (10 miles, $2.3 billion)  

Light Rail 

 Charlotte Blue Line Extension (9.3 miles, $1.2 billion)  

 Guadalajara Line 3 (13.3 miles, $1 billion)  

 Kitchener/Waterloo ION LRT Phase 1 (11.8 miles, $800 million)  

 Monterrey Line 3 (4.7 miles, $400 million)  

 Ottawa Confederation Line (7.7 miles, $2 billion)  

Streetcar 

 El Paso Streetcar (2.4 miles, $100 million)  

 Milwaukee Streetcar Phase 1 (2.3 miles, $100 million)  

https://www.thetransportpolitic.com/2011/10/10/the-appeal-of-modern-streetcars-continues-to-mount-but-there-are-obstacles-to-it-bringing-mobility-gains/
https://www.thetransportpolitic.com/2011/10/10/the-appeal-of-modern-streetcars-continues-to-mount-but-there-are-obstacles-to-it-bringing-mobility-gains/
https://www.thetransportpolitic.com/transitexplorer/#11/47.6000/-122.3000
http://www.vta.org/bart/berryessa
http://charlottenc.gov/cats/transit-planning/blue-line-extension/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.l3gdl.com/
http://www.rideion.ca/
http://www.nl.gob.mx/proyectos/linea-3-del-metro
http://www.ligneconfederationline.ca/
http://www.sunmetro.net/streetcar
https://www.themilwaukeestreetcar.com/


 Oklahoma City Streetcar (2.3 miles, $130 million)  

 St. Louis Loop Trolley (2.2 miles, $50 million)  

Commuter Rail 

 Bay Area eBART (10 miles, $500 million)  

 Denver G Line (11.2 miles, $2.1 billion, as part of larger project)  

 Fort Worth TEX Rail (27.2 miles, $1 billion)  

 Hartford Line (62 miles, $750 million)  

 Mexico City Tren Interurbano de Pasajeros Toluca-Valle de México (35.9 miles, $2 

billion)  

 Orlando SunRail Southern Extension (29.5 miles, $170 million)  

Bus Rapid Transit 

 Boston Silver Line Gateway (1.1 miles, $80 million)  

 Calgary South Crosstown, 17th Avenue SE, North Crosstown BRT lines  

 Chicago Pace Pulse Milwaukee BRT (7.6 miles, $14 million)  

 Columbus CMAX BRT (15.6 miles, $50 million)  

 El Paso Brio Alameda (12.2 miles, $36 million) and Brio Dyer Corridors (10.2 miles, $36 

million)  

 Fresno FAX Q (15.7 miles, $50 million)  

 Grand Rapids Laker Line (13.3 miles, $70 million)  

 Mexico City Métrobus Line 7 (9.3 miles)  

 Richmond GRTC Pulse (7.6 miles, $50 million)  

 Salt Lake Provo-Orem BRT (10.5 miles, $190 million)  

 San Diego South Bay Rapid BRT (21 miles, $100 million)  

Major rail stations 

 Miami Central  

 Raleigh Multi-Modal Transit Center  

 San Francisco Transbay Transit Center (excluding Caltrain extension element)  

Projects under construction in 2018… but opening later 

https://www.okc.gov/government/maps-3/projects/modern-streetcar-transit
http://www.looptrolley.com/
https://www.bart.gov/about/projects/ecc
http://www.rtd-denver.com/g-line.shtml
http://www.texrail.com/
http://www.nhhsrail.com/
http://treninterurbano.cdmx.gob.mx/
http://corporate.sunrail.com/expansion/southern-expansion/
https://www.massdot.state.ma.us/silverlinegateway/Home.aspx
http://www.calgary.ca/Transportation/TI/Pages/Transit-projects/South-Crosstown-Bus-Rapid-Transit-(BRT).aspx
http://www.calgary.ca/Transportation/TI/Pages/Transit-projects/17-Avenue-SE-BRT.aspx
http://www.calgary.ca/Transportation/TI/Pages/Transit-projects/North-Crosstown-Bus-Rapid-Transit-(BRT).aspx
http://pulse.pacebus.com/
https://www.cota.com/initiatives/cmax-bus-rapid-transit/
http://sunmetrobrio.net/#alameda
http://sunmetrobrio.net/#alameda
http://fax-q.com/
http://lakerline.org/
http://www.metrobus.cdmx.gob.mx/portal-ciudadano/informacion-linea-7
http://ridegrtc.com/brt/
https://www.rideuta.com/About-UTA/Active-Projects/Provo-Orem-Transportation-Improvement-Project/Project-Overview
http://www.keepsandiegomoving.com/Rapid/SouthBayRapid_introduction.aspx
http://miamicentral.com/
https://www.raleighnc.gov/home/content/PlanDev/Articles/UrbanDesign/UnionStation.html
http://tjpa.org/


A large share of the transit projects across the U.S., Mexico, and Canada won’t open this year, 

but they’re either already under construction or are scheduled to enter the construction 

process later this year. 

Los Angeles and Seattle, whose voters passed very large funding packages for transit expansion 

in 2016, account for some of the most significant projects. In L.A., the Purple Line Subway is 

being extended west toward UCLA, through some of the densest neighborhoods on the west 

coast of the United States. Authorities there are also building a new light rail line on the 

Crenshaw corridor, which will connect to a new people mover for LAX Airport, and a new light 

rail subway through downtown called Regional Connector, which will allow trains to run directly 

from East L.A. to Santa Monica and from Long Beach to Pasadena, saving commuters time. 

In Seattle, light rail extensions are underway in virtually every direction: East Link is connecting 

downtown to Bellevue, Northgate Link and Lynnwood Link will extend the system north, and 

Tacoma Link is lengthening the short line that currently runs through that city at the southern 

edge of the region. 

Several other projects are noteworthy: Honolulu and Montréal are both investing in automated 

heavy rail projects. After years of delay, Boston is finally taking the first steps forward in its 

Green Line extension into Somerville and Medford. And a streetcar line with dedicated lanes—

Seattle’s Center City Connector—will finally be added to the streets of a major American city. 

The full list of projects under construction is below, and they’re all accessible on Transit 

Explorer using the  icon. 

Heavy Rail 

 Chicago Red and Purple Line Modernization  

 Honolulu Rail Transit  

 Los Angeles Purple Line Extension Phases I and II  

 Mexico City Linéa 12 Extension  

 Montréal REM  

 Washington Silver Line Phase 2  

Light Rail 

 Boston Green Line Extension  

 Denver Southeast Rail Line Extension  

 Edmonton Valley Line  

 Los Angeles Crenshaw/LAX Line  

 Los Angeles Regional Connector  

https://www.thetransportpolitic.com/transitexplorer/#11/47.6000/-122.3000
https://www.thetransportpolitic.com/transitexplorer/#11/47.6000/-122.3000
http://www.transitchicago.com/rpmproject/
http://www.honolulutransit.org/
https://www.metro.net/projects/westside/
http://www.obras.cdmx.gob.mx/proyectos/AmpliacionL12
https://www.cdpqinfra.com/en/reseau_electrique_metropolitain
http://www.dullesmetro.com/
http://greenlineextension.eot.state.ma.us/
http://www.rtd-fastracks.com/se_1
https://www.edmonton.ca/projects_plans/transit/valley-line-lrt-mill-woods-to-lewis-farms.aspx
https://www.metro.net/projects/crenshaw_corridor/
https://www.metro.net/projects/connector/


 Minneapolis Southwest Corridor  

 Phoenix Gilbert Road Extension  

 San Diego Mid-Coast LRT  

 San Francisco Central Subway LRT  

 Seattle East Link LRT  

 Seattle Northgate Link LRT  

 Seattle Lynnwood Link LRT  

 Seattle Tacoma Link Extension  

 Toronto Eglinton Crosstown  

 Toronto Finch West LRT  

 Washington Purple Line LRT  

Streetcar 

 Charlotte CityLynx Gold Line  

 Fort Lauderdale Wave Streetcar  

 Milwaukee Streetcar Phase 2 to Lakefront  

 Seattle Center City Connector Streetcar  

 Tempe Streetcar  

Commuter Rail 

 Denver North Metro N Line  

 New York City East Side Access  

Bus Rapid Transit 

 Calgary Southwest Transitway  

 Houston Uptown BRT  

 Indianapolis Red Line BRT  

 Jacksonville First Coast East Corridor BRT  

 Oakland East Bay BRT  

 Portland Division BRT  

 San Francisco Van Ness BRT  

https://metrocouncil.org/Transportation/Projects/Current-Projects/Southwest-LRT.aspx
https://www.valleymetro.org/project/gilbert-road-extension
http://www.sandag.org/index.asp?projectid=250&fuseaction=projects.detail
https://www.sfmta.com/projects/central-subway-project
https://www.soundtransit.org/eastlink
https://www.soundtransit.org/Projects-and-Plans/Find-a-Project/northgate-link-extension
https://www.soundtransit.org/Lynnwoodextension
https://www.soundtransit.org/Projects-and-Plans/tacoma-link-extension
http://www.thecrosstown.ca/
http://www.metrolinx.com/en/greaterregion/projects/finchwest-lrt.aspx
http://www.purplelinemd.com/en/
http://www.lynxcharlotte.com/citylynx-gold-line/
http://wavestreetcar.com/
https://www.themilwaukeestreetcar.com/route.php
https://seattlestreetcar.org/center-city-connector/
https://www.valleymetro.org/project/tempe-streetcar
http://www.rtd-denver.com/n-line.shtml
http://web.mta.info/capital/esa_alt.html
http://www.calgary.ca/Transportation/TI/Pages/Transit-projects/Southwest-BRT.aspx
https://www.ridemetro.org/Pages/UptownBRT.aspx
https://www.indygored.com/
https://fcf.jtafla.com/phases/#east-corridor-red-line
http://www.actransit.org/brt/
https://trimet.org/division/
http://www.sfcta.org/van-ness-avenue-bus-rapid-transit-home


 Seattle Swift 2 Green Line BRT  

 Winnipeg Southwest Transitway  

Updates: Jan 5, 13:20 EST: Added Tren Interurbano de Pasajeros Toluca-Valle de México. Jan 6, 

15:40 EST: Added Raleigh Multi-Modal Transit Center. 
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VTA Daily News Coverage for Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

1. Google village: Scope appears to be widening with new property deals for massive 

downtown San Jose tech campus (Mercury News) 

2. Talk about traffic: What do you think of these ideas to relieve Bay Area congestion? 

(Silicon Valley Business Journal) 

3. How to fix the Bay Area's nasty commute? Locals weigh in (SFGate.com) 

4. San Jose: The City That Keeps Giving…To Developers 

5. The Left Hook Lands a Punch on San Jose’s Chin: Reports $32 million in Traffic Impact 

Fee Waived for a Developer (SantaClaraNews.org) 

6. California transit agencies elect board leaders (Progressive Railroading) 

Google village: Scope appears to be widening with new property deals for 

massive downtown San Jose tech campus (Mercury News) 

Google’s realty ally has scooped up two more downtown San Jose parcels — acquisitions that 

suggest the scope has widened for a proposed Google village in the city’s urban core. 

TC Agoge Associates — a group controlled by Google’s development ally on this project, San 

Francisco-based Trammell Crow — paid a total of $1.3 million for the two properties. Both are a 

short distance from the Diridon train station and the SAP entertainment center in downtown 

San Jose. 

In the most recent deal, TC Agoge paid $650,000 on Jan. 3 for a residential structure at 195 N. 

Autumn St., which is outside of the areas where properties had previously been purchased on 

Google’s behalf. The new North Autumn site is between West Julian and West St. John St. and is 

part of a square block east of the SAP parking lots. 

On Dec. 21, TC Agoge paid $650,000 for a vacant lot at 551 W. Julian St., sold by a government 

entity supervised by the city of San Jose. The property is north of the SAP Center. 

“The North Autumn property is close enough to the north-south daisy chain that Google is 

assembling, it’s still in the general vicinity,” said Scott Knies, executive director of the San Jose 

Downtown Association. “It does represent a widening of the areas that interest Google.” 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/01/08/more-sites-bought-for-downtown-san-jose-google-transit-village-scope-appears-to-be-widening/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/01/08/more-sites-bought-for-downtown-san-jose-google-transit-village-scope-appears-to-be-widening/


Mountain View-based Google plans to build 6 million to 8 million square feet of offices on the 

west side of downtown San Jose, enough space for 15,000 to 20,000 of the company’s workers. 

The development would rise next to Diridon Station, which already is a hub for light rail, 

Amtrak, Caltrain, ACE Train and bus lines, and is slated to be the nexus for future BART and 

high-speed rail stops. 

With the latest acquisitions, Google and the Trammell Group entity have spent a combined 

$150.1 million to obtain 23 parcels from an array of private owners and a public city-supervised 

agency. The shopping spree for properties began in December 2016. 

The 195 N. Autumn St. property that Google and Trammell Crow bought is on a narrow block 

bounded by North Montgomery, West Julian, North Autumn and West St. John streets. Google 

and its ally previously had bought properties primarily to the west and southwest of this site. 

The San Jose Sharks hockey team owns one or more properties just south of 195 N. Autumn St. 

near the corner of West St. John. In addition, the city of San Jose is eyeing purchases of 

properties on the other side of the street, also at Autumn and St. John streets. 

The hockey club might want to use properties it owns or might buy on that block for potential 

parking. That parking also could become a shared-use facility that could serve sports fans, 

entertainment seekers, or Google workers, said Robert Staedler, principal executive with Silicon 

Valley Synergy, a land-use and planning consultancy. 

“It’s a pretty smart real estate play for Google to buy this,” Staedler said. 

Separately from these current acquisitions, the city of San Jose and Google are negotiating the 

sale to Google of 16 parcels near Diridon Station and SAP Center. The sites would be key 

components for the Google transit-oriented community. The talks are now expected to be 

complete by the spring of this year or a bit later. 

“Good progress is being made,” Knies said. “It’s a marathon and not a sprint.” 

The residential structure that TC Agoge bought this month is on a block that is likely to draw 

much more interest from Google, according to Staedler. 

“Most likely, Google and Trammell have offers out on every property on that block,” Staedler 

said. 
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Talk about traffic: What do you think of these ideas to relieve Bay Area 

congestion? (Silicon Valley Business Journal) 

The greater San Francisco Bay Area has some of the worst traffic congestion and longest 

commutes in the nation. Officials are looking at a number of ideas they think will help ease 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/pulse/survey/talk-about-traffic-what-do-you-think-of-these-ideas-to-relieve-bay-area-congestion/21151237?ana=e_me_pulse&s=newsletter&ed=2018-01-09&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1515521107&j=79473621
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/pulse/survey/talk-about-traffic-what-do-you-think-of-these-ideas-to-relieve-bay-area-congestion/21151237?ana=e_me_pulse&s=newsletter&ed=2018-01-09&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1515521107&j=79473621


matters, though some come with higher costs and other inconveniences. Look through the 

ideas below and tell us you think of each one. 

Top of Form 

QUESTION 1 OF 5 

Should HOV lanes be changed to require three riders per vehicle, rather than two? 

Yes 

No 

Not sure 

Depends on the highway 

QUESTION 2 OF 5 

Should there be a toll option on HOV lanes to let vehicles with one rider use them if they pay 

a fee? 

Yes 

No 

Not sure 

Depends on the highway 

QUESTION 3 OF 5 

Should some of the region's highways be converted completely to toll roads? 

Yes 

No 

Not sure 

Depends on the highway 

QUESTION 4 OF 5 

Should the state continue allowing single-occupant electric vehicles to use HOV lanes? 

Yes 

No 

Not sure 

Depends on the highway 



 

QUESTION 5 OF 5 

Which of the following other options do you think should be considered to help alleviate 

traffic congestion? 

Increase tolls on bridges 

Increase tolls on roads 

Invest more in rail projects 

Create rapid-transit bus lanes 

Prohibit anyone from owning more than one vehicle 

Build more freeways 

Create financial incentives for ride-sharing 

Should HOV lanes be changed to require three riders per vehicle, rather than two? 

Yes 14% chose this 

No 57% chose this 

Not sure 9% chose this 

Depends on the highway 20% chose this 

Should there be a toll option on HOV lanes to let vehicles with one rider use them if they pay 

a fee? 

Yes 44% chose this 

No 40% chose this 

Not sure 4% chose this 

Depends on the highway 12% chose this 

Should some of the region's highways be converted completely to toll roads? 

Yes 19% chose this 

No 63% chose this 

Not sure 7% chose this 

Depends on the highway 11% chose this 

Should the state continue allowing single-occupant electric vehicles to use HOV lanes? 



Yes 39% chose this 

No 50% chose this 

Not sure 6% chose this 

Depends on the highway 5% chose this 

Which of the following other options do you think should be considered to help alleviate 

traffic congestion? 

Increase tolls on bridges 7% chose this 

Increase tolls on roads 11% chose this 

Invest more in rail projects 65% chose this 

Create rapid-transit bus lanes 36% chose this 

Prohibit anyone from owning more than one vehicle 2% chose this 

Build more freeways 32% chose this 

Create financial incentives for ride-sharing 51% chose this 

Total number of responses: 527 
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How to fix the Bay Area's nasty commute? Locals weigh in (SFGate.com) 

Traveling the cramped roadways and packed public transportation of the Bay Area can make 

one feel like an anonymous speck in an amorphous blob of motion. 

SFGATE sought to give these everyday commuting warriors a voice, so we reached out to our 

readers for insight into how the daily grind from Point A to Point B could be improved, or at 

least made more enjoyable. 

While by no means highly scientific or conclusive (survey takers were self-selected responders), 

many readers shared creative ideas for easing the Bay Area's transit and road ailments. 

Advice ranged from expanding the number of carpool lanes on the Bay Bridge to cracking down 

on carpool-lane abusers and pests who block the BART doors. Many kept their eyes on the big 

picture, pressing workers to live closer to their jobs or employers to expand telecommuting 

benefits. 

Justin Saykay, 34, of Napa, cheekily implored local government to "hire roadside acrobats and 

clowns for the enjoyment of commuters." 

http://www.sfgate.com/local/article/bay-area-commute-traffic-driving-bridge-road-bart-12471552.php


The five worst commutes in the Bay Area (in reverse order) as derived from Caltrans traffic data 

and estimates of the number of hours annually that drivers spend creeping along at speeds 

below 35 mph. 

Media: Martin do Nascimento 

Many of these suggestions (the latter excluded) are actually realistic, says Rufus Jeffris, vice 

president of communications for the Bay Area Council, a public policy advocacy group. The 

council is spearheading the campaign for Regional Measure 3 (RM3), a measure that would 

raise tolls on the region's seven bridges to pay for billions in Bay Area transportation 

improvements. 

The plan includes funding for new BART and Muni railcars, a BART extension to downtown San 

Jose, expansion of the San Francisco Bay ferry system, regional express buses and bus rapid 

transit in the East Bay.  Read more about RM3 here. 

RM3 would complement California Governor Jerry Brown's recently passed $52 billion road 

plan that will increase gasoline taxes and other transportation-related fees to fund 

improvements to the state's infrastructure. 

Still, "a lot of time and investment is needed," Jeffris said. He predicts it will take several years 

to see meaningful changes to the region's commute, even if things go as the Bay Area Council 

intends (ie. RM3 lands on the June ballot). 

In the short term, Jeffris said a change in commuter behavior is the most effective way to take 

cars off the road. This means carpooling, using rideshare technology, biking and walking to 

work. 

"If they're really seriously asking, what can we do? That's the cheapest fastest way to get traffic 

relief," he said. 
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San Jose: The City That Keeps Giving…To DevelopersBottom of Form 

(TheLeftHook.com) 

In the January 3rd blog, The Left Hook presented two seemingly unrelated projects, and like a 

tricky LSAT question, asked readers to find the invisible thread connecting them. 

The first project is the proposed Google mega campus in the Diridon Station area.  Still in the 

negotiations stage, residents and activists are voicing concerns over how the project will 

exacerbate the already massive housing and traffic crisis in San Jose. 

http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/New-poll-shows-broad-support-for-raising-Bay-Area-12446317.php
http://thelefthook.com/2018/01/05/san-jose-the-city-that-keeps-giving-to-developers/


The second project is Federal Realty’s Santana West project. Both projects could add serious 

economic, social and cultural star power to San Jose.  But to get those projects, is the City 

making sweetheart deals with developers and shiny corporations? 

Federal proposes to add about 1 million square feet of office and retail space, in part 

repurposing the Century Theaters along Winchester Boulevard.  The project will overall result in 

9,457 new vehicle trips, 1,390 new trips during AM peak hours and 1,314 new trips during PM 

peak hours. 

That’s a lot of traffic, but the developer is going to pay to manage the traffic impacts, 

right?  WRONG. 

Because this area is already congested, the city requires a Traffic Impact Fee (TIF) for new 

developments, $25,641 per PM peak hour trip.  Although Santana West is in the TIF 

boundaries, the City of San Jose is not requiring Federal Realty to pay their TIF obligation. 

Instead of Santana West paying the amount stipulated under TIF, roughly $33,692,274, they are 

only paying $1 million dollars for undefined city transportation improvements that can be used 

in other parts of the city, as well as completing some smaller improvements in and around the 

project site. 

Why in the world would the City give Federal Realty a $32 million pass at fulfilling their financial 

obligations for much needed traffic improvements? 

We’ll report more details on the Santana West project and how the city has bent over 

backwards for this development. It’s an interesting case study as we watch how the city treats 

other big developments, like Google. 
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The Left Hook Lands a Punch on San Jose’s Chin: Reports $32 million in Traffic 

Impact Fee Waived for a Developer (SantaClaraNews.org) 

The Left Hook, the South Bay Labor Council’s blog, threw a nice punch last week. They wrote 

a story about how the city of San Jose has allegedly waived traffic impact fees forFederal 

Realty, the developer of the Santana West project that will redevelop the old Flames 

Restaurant and Century Theatres on Winchester.  It’s a good read. 

The fee waiver is not just peanuts. According to the report, it may be $32 million. Wow. That’s a 

lot of money that could be used for traffic improvements. Anyone who’s been to the Stevens 

Creek and Winchester intersection knows it’s bumper-to-bumper gridlock. 

San Jose Inside first reported about how much Federal Realty was paying for the 1 million 

square foot office development when the project was approved 15 months ago: 

https://santaclaranews.org/2018/01/08/the-left-hook-lands-a-punch-on-san-joses-chin-reports-32-million-in-traffic-impact-fee-waived-for-a-developer/#comments
https://santaclaranews.org/2018/01/08/the-left-hook-lands-a-punch-on-san-joses-chin-reports-32-million-in-traffic-impact-fee-waived-for-a-developer/#comments
http://thelefthook.com/2018/01/05/san-jose-the-city-that-keeps-giving-to-developers/
http://thelefthook.com/2018/01/05/san-jose-the-city-that-keeps-giving-to-developers/
http://www.sanjoseinside.com/2016/09/19/plan-for-century-dome-theaters-site-triggers-legal-challenges/


 $1 million in traffic impact fees 

 $4 million for new traffic signals and roadway improvements 

 $1 million for a “voluntary contribution” to the Valley Transportation Authority. 

But now we learn there’s more to the story.  The Left Hook reports that there will be 9,457 new 

vehicle trips generated by the project. That’s a lot of cars. The traffic impact fee should have 

been closer to $33 million according to San Jose’s own calculations, not $1 million. That’s a lot 

of money to give to a developer. 

We hear that story set off some rumblings at Santa Clara city hall because the Mission City is 

suing San Jose over the Santana West development. This story should help Santa Clara’s cause. 

The Left Hook also writes that they’re watching the Google negotiations with San Jose to see if 

developers and tech companies like Google will continue to get deals and fee waivers from the 

Garden City.  Kudos to The Left Hook. If San Jose isn’t making developments pay their share of 

traffic improvements, other cities, like Santa Clara, will be negatively impacted. We see that at 

Stevens Creek and Winchester already. Let’s hope a legal win will make San Jose more 

responsible when it comes to development and traffic. 
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California transit agencies elect board leaders (Progressive Railroading) 

Lisa Bartlett has been elected chair of the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA). 

 

She served as OCTA's vice chair for the past year. Bartlett replaces outgoing chair Michael 

Hennessey, who remains on the board. 

 

Bartlett is the Fifth District supervisor for Orange County, and she also serves on the 

Transportation Corridor Agencies' board. She joined OCTA's board in December 2014, agency 

officials said in a press release. 

 

The board elected Tim Shaw to serve as vice chair. He serves as mayor of La Habra, California, 

and has represented Orange County's Fourth District on the OCTA board since 2012.  

 

The OCTA is one of five agencies that governs Metrolinkcommuter-rail service in Southern 

California. The OCTA also is planning a new 4.1-mile streetcar route between Santa Ana and 

Garden Grove, California. 

 

Meanwhile, the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board(JPB) has elected Jeannie Bruins chair. 

She previously served as chair of the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority. 

http://www.progressiverailroading.com/people/news/California-transit-agencies-elect-board-leaders--53636?email=stacey.hendlerross@vta.org&utm_medium=email&utm_source=prdailynews&utm_campaign=prdailynews1/9/2018
http://www.octa.net/
http://www.metrolinktrains.com/
http://www.progressiverailroading.com/passenger_rail/news/FTA-permits-Orange-County-streetcar-to-begin-engineering-phase--50597
http://www.progressiverailroading.com/passenger_rail/news/FTA-permits-Orange-County-streetcar-to-begin-engineering-phase--50597
http://www.caltrain.com/about/bod.html


 

Gillian Gillett, who represents the City and County of San Francisco Board of Supervisors, was 

elected vice chair of the JPB. 

 

The JPB is the governing body of Caltrain, which provides commuter-rail service in San 

Francisco, San Mateo and Santa Clara counties. 
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From: VTA Board Secretary  

Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2018 3:11 PM 

To: VTA Board of Directors; VTA Advisory Committee Members 

Subject: VTA Winter 2018 Take-One is now available 

 

VTA Board of Directors and Advisory Committee Members: 

 

The Winter 2018 Take-One is now available.  Please click on the link below: 

 

http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/Take%20One_Final.pdf 

 

Thank you. 

 

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 
 

 

 

 

 
Conserve paper. Think before you print.  

 

http://vtaorgcontent.s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/Site_Content/Take%20One_Final.pdf
mailto:board.secretary@vta.org


 

From: VTA Board Secretary  

Sent: Wednesday, January 10, 2018 9:03 AM 

To: VTA Board of Directors; VTA Advisory Committee Members 

Subject: January 2018 VTA Connections Newsletter 

 

VTA Board of Directors and VTA Advisory Committee Members: 

 

Below is VTA’s newsletter for January 2018.  It can also be accessed using this link:  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAVTA/bulletins/1d0334c 

 

Please share with your constituents. 

 

Thank you. 

             

Office of the Board Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

3331 N. First Street 

San Jose, CA 95134 

408.321.5680 

board.secretary@vta.org 

   
Meet our new Chair and Vice Chair, Fare Changes, New Year's Resolution Ideas, and more!  

January 2018 

VTA Connections 
Stay in the know about  

transportation in Silicon Valley 

 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAVTA/bulletins/1d0334c
mailto:board.secretary@vta.org


 

 

 

Meet the Board 

2018 Board Chair 

Sam Liccardo 

San José  Mayor Sam Liccardo 

assumes his second go-round as 

Chair of the VTA Board this 

month. He last served as Chair in 

2010. 

In 2017, Mayor Liccardo served on 

the Administration & Finance 

Committee and on the Governance & Audit Committee, where 

he was vice chair. 

IN THIS ISSUE  

 Meet the Board 

 Fare Changes and 

More for 2018 

 A New Year’s 

Resolution Good for 

You and the 

Environment 



Mayor Liccardo also represents the City of San José on the 

Diridon Station Joint Policy Advisory Board and served as that 

committee’s chairperson for 2016 and 2017.  He also is a 

commissioner on the Metropolitan Transportation Commission 

(MTC) representing the City of San José.  

 

2018 Board Vice Chair 

Teresa O'Neill 

Santa Clara City Council member 

Teresa O'Neill is serving her first 

term as Vice Chair. 

Councilmember O’Neill represents 

City Group 5 (the Northeast Cities 

of Milpitas, Santa Clara and 

Sunnyvale) and was appointed in 

2016.  

Among the multiple committees she serves on is the 

Congestion Management Program and Planning Committee, 

and was that committee’s chairperson for 2017.   

She also serves on the the BART Silicon Valley Ad Hoc 

Committee, where she was vice chairperson for 2017.  

 

Fare Changes and More for 2018 

 Public Input Steered 

I-280 Corridor Study 

 Transit Safety is 

Everyone’s Job 

Board Update 

Thursday, Jan. 4, 2018 

meeting 

 The Board approved 

the contract with 

Allied Telesis, which 

includes procurement, 

installation, and 

warranty for CCTV 

systems for all of 

VTA’s 99 light rail 

cars.   

 The Board approved 

the contract to 

fabricate and install 

decals, signage and 

wraps on VTA bus 

and light rail and other 

VTA assets to show 

VTA’s new brand and 

logo.  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 Thursday, Jan. 11, 2018 

Community Meeting -  

Curtner Station Joint 

Development 

6pm 



 

A new fare structure is now in effect along with improvements 

on specific transit services.  

VTA’s new fare policy includes a drop in youth fares from $1.75 

to $1.00 per ride and adult fares changing from $2 to $2.25 per 

ride. 

The new fare structure includes free transfers for two hours 

between all VTA vehicles for riders who purchase a single ride 

fare on Clipper® or VTA’s new EZfare mobile app. 

 

Read more                                              Back to Top 

 

A New Year’s Resolution Good for You 

and the Environment 

2455 Masonic Drive, 

San Jose 

 Wednesday, Jan. 17, 2018 

Community Meeting - 

Ohlone/Chynoweth Station 

Joint Development 

6pm 

Gunderson High School 

Library, 622 Gaundabert 

Lane, San Jose 

 Wednesday, Jan 24, 2018 

Community Meeting - 

Blossom Hill Station Joint 

Development 

6pm 

Del Roble Elementary School 

Library, 5345 Avenida 

Almendros, San Jose 

   

For questions or more 

information about VTA 

please contact 

Customer Service 

408.321.2300 or 

Community Outreach 

408.321.7575 

     

Visit www.vta.org 

Like us on Facebook 

Follow us on Twitter, 

Instagram, and YouTube  
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Every January, millions of Americans resolve to lose weight, 

save more money and stop smoking. Yet, by January 31, many 

of these resolutions are nothing but distant memories. 

 

This year, why not make a pledge that’s good for you, the 

economy and the environment all in one resolution! In 2018, 

commit to riding public transit. Riding public transit has many 

benefits including: 

 Less stress – Leave the driving to our light rail and bus 

operators.  

 Increased exercise – Many riders walk to and from 

transit stations therefore making it easier to hit those 

10K steps a day!  

 More time to focus on YOU – Bills to pay? Emails to 

answer? Sit back, log on to VTA on-board WiFi and get 

it all done in the comfort of a bus or light rail train before 

you reach your destination.  

 Read more                                            Back to Top  
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Public Input Steered I-280 Corridor Study 

 

When asked to share their vision for improvements needed 

along Interstate 280, hundreds of Santa Clara County residents 

went to VTA’s website or attended public meetings and offered 

their suggestions.   

  

Participants were urged to comment on roadway 

improvements, multi-modal local street and interchange 

improvements, and bicycle and pedestrian improvements. 

  

Now, a study that compiles all those comments and offers 

possible funding and implementation strategies has been 

published and is available here. 

 

Read more                                    Back to Top 

 

Transit Safety is Everyone’s Job 
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Safety is everyone’s job. Whether you are riding the trains, 

catching a bus or commuting near our system, please be 

focused on getting to your destination safely. Here are some 

things to remember: 

 

Light rail trains are very quiet and their speed and proximity are 

easy to underestimate. And, like any other vehicle on the road, 

buses have blind spots. Stay vigilant, be aware of your 

surroundings and follow safety rules at all times. 

 STOP when you see a train. No matter how far the train 

appears to be, the true distance can be deceiving. 

Watch for lights and gates when you approach light rail 

crossings. And remember, trains may be coming from 

either direction at any time. Do not proceed until the 

lights stop flashing and gates go up.   

 LOOK and LISTEN for approaching trains and buses. 

Remove distractions such as ear buds/ headphones and 

take a break from mobile devices when approaching 

tracks and curbs.  

 FOLLOW all directional signs, crosswalks and 

announcements from train and bus operators.    



Read more                                         Back to Top 
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From: VTA Board Secretary  
Sent: Wednesday, January 10, 2018 3:47 PM 
To: VTA Board of Directors 
Subject: From VTA: January 10, 2018 Media Clips 
 

 

VTA Daily News Coverage for Wednesday, January 10, 2018 

1. SCVTA names new Board chair, vice chair (RTandS.com) 

2. $3 toll hike for Bay Area bridges nearly set for June ballot (San Francisco Chronicle) 

3. Authorities consider toll hikes on seven Bay Area bridges (KTVU Ch 2) 

4. CA: More Sites Bought for Downtown San Jose Google Transit Village, Scope Appears 

to be Widening (Mass Transit Magazine) 

5. Microtransit: How cities are, and aren’t, adapting transit technology (Curbed.com) 

6. Why San Jose fell from first place to No. 11 on 'best performing cities' list (Silicon 

Valley Business Journal 

 

SCVTA names new Board chair, vice chair (RTandS.com) 

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (SCVTA) Board of Directors has elected its new 

2018 chair and vice chair. 

 Mayor of San Jose and 2017 Vice Chair Sam Liccardo succeeds City of Los Altos Council member 

and chair Jeannie Bruins, which the Board decided at its December 2017 meeting. 

Liccardo serves on the SCVTA Board of Directors and represents the city of San José, SCVTA 

said. 

Mayor Liccardo also represents the city of San José on the Diridon Station Joint Policy Advisory 

Board and served as that committee's chairperson for 2016 and 2017. 

He also is a commissioner on the Metropolitan Transportation Commission, representing the 

city of San José. Liccardo previously served on the SCVTA Board of Directors representing City 

Group 1 (City of San José) from 2007–2013, and served as the Board chairperson for 2010 and 

vice chairperson in 2009. 

"In 2018, we'll continue pursuing every opportunity available to address our growing traffic 

problems and help build a world-class transportation system for the entire region," Liccardo 

said. "In particular, I look forward to the launch of the first 10-mile segment of [SCVTA's] 

http://m.rtands.com/index.php/passenger/commuter-regional/scvta-names-new-chair-vice-chair.html


Extension of BART Silicon Valley later this year and continuing the crucial work to extend service 

all the way to Downtown San Jose and Santa Clara." 

The Board also elected Santa Clara Council member Teresa O'Neill as vice chair. O'Neill serves 

on the SCVTA Board of Directors representing City Group 5 (the Northeast Cities of Milpitas, 

Santa Clara and Sunnyvale) and was named to the role in 2016. 

She serves on the Congestion Management Program and Planning Committee, and was 

chairperson of the committee in 2017. She also serves on the Governance & Audit Committee, 

the Capital Projects Oversight Committee, and on the BART Silicon Valley Ad Hoc Committee, 

where she was vice chairperson for 2017. 

O'Neill represents SCVTA on the Capitol Corridor Joint Powers Board, as well as on the County 

Expressways Policy Advisory Committee. She also currently represents the city of Santa Clara on 

SCVTA's El Camino Real Rapid Transit Policy Advisory Board and represented Santa Clara on 

SCVTA's Policy Advisory Committee for many years. 

"I am honored to serve as vice chair on the [SCVTA] Board for 2018," O'Neill said. "Together, in 

partnership with a dedicated and enthusiastic Board along with vital input from residents, I look 

forward to innovating and implementing transportation solutions that our communities are 

looking to us to provide." 

Back to Top 

 

 

$3 toll hike for Bay Area bridges nearly set for June ballot (San Francisco 

Chronicle) 

Toll time: After months of polling and behind-the-scenes debate, Bay Area transit officials are 

ready to move on a proposal to raise tolls on the Bay Area’s seven state-run bridges by $3 in the 

coming years. 

Cars approach the Bay Bridge toll plaza on in June. 

Toll time: After months of polling and behind-the-scenes debate, Bay Area transit officials are 

ready to move on a proposal to raise tolls on the Bay Area’s seven state-run bridges by $3 in the 

coming years. 

If approved by voters in June, the first dollar hike would kick in come January 2019, followed by 

subsequent $1 hikes down the line. Each dollar increase is expected to generate $125 million a 

year. The money would be used to fund a host of Bay Area road and transit projects. 

http://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/3-toll-hike-for-Bay-Area-bridges-nearly-set-for-12485900.php
http://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/matier-ross/article/Going-across-a-Bay-Area-bridge-might-get-a-lot-12203244.php
http://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/matier-ross/article/Going-across-a-Bay-Area-bridge-might-get-a-lot-12203244.php


Carpoolers would continue to get half off on their tolls, and drivers whose commute takes them 

across two bridges a day — say, from Solano County to San Francisco — would get a 50-cent 

discount on their return trip home. 

“That appears to be the consensus,” said Randy Rentschler, spokesman for the Metropolitan 

Transportation Commission. 

One question yet to be resolved is how to phase in the toll increases. 

Some members of the Bay Area Toll Authority, which will meet on Wednesday, want the hike to 

be spread over eight years to lessen the bite on drivers. Others want a six-year phase-in to start 

the money flowing faster. 

“That is going to be a point of healthy debate,” said Orinda City Councilwoman Amy 

Worth, who favors the longer phase-in. 

Rentschler says officials are optimistic the measure will win the required majority approval in 

the nine Bay Area counties. When voters were told what the hikes would pay for, support in 

one recent poll hit 60 percent, he said. 

The toughest haul, however, will be in places lie Contra Costa and Solano counties, where 

plenty of drivers pay tolls. Three key East Bay lawmakers — Democratic Rep. Mark 

DeSaulnier of Concord, state Assemblyman Jim Frazier, D-Brentwood, and GOP 

Assemblywoman Catharine Baker of San Ramon — have already come out against the hike. 

“It’s an unfair burden on working families and small businesses, plus I don’t see any real 

oversight on how the money will be spent,” Baker said. 

Support for the increase, however, will likely be strong in parts of the Bay Area that stand to 

gain from the new money. 

“The Trump administration isn’t going to help us out, so we need to raise our own money to 

reduce gridlock,” said state Sen. Scott Wiener, D-San Francisco. 

Plus, with Bay Area business groups like the Bay Area Council and Silicon Valley Leadership 

Group backing the measure, the “yes” campaign is likely to be well-organized and well-funded. 

Whatever the final outcome, the MTC hopes to have the measure ready by the end of the 

month. 

Street wars: Lawyers for the South Bay couple who snatched up San Francisco’s prestigious 

Presidio Terrace street in a 2015 tax auction — only to have the Board of Supervisors reverse 

the sale — have filed a lawsuit to get it back. 

Attorneys for Silicon Valley engineer Tina Lam and her husband, real estate investor Michael 

Cheng, claim the board exceeded its authority in setting aside the $90,100 property sale in 

http://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/matier-ross/article/Rich-SF-residents-get-a-shock-Someone-bought-11738236.php
http://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/SF-supervisors-to-vote-on-returning-private-12389377.php
http://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/SF-supervisors-to-vote-on-returning-private-12389377.php


November, giving the private street back to homeowners who had failed to pay $994 in back 

property taxes. 

The homeowners argued that they had been denied due process because the tax bills were sent 

to the address of a bookkeeper who retired in the 1980s. 

“We are asking the court to stay everything and maintain the status quo,” said Timothy Yoo, 

the couple’s Los Angeles attorney. 

Scott Emblidge, the Presidio Terrace Homeowners Association’s lawyer, declined to comment. 

As for the couple’s chances of prevailing in the San Francisco Superior Court suit? 

“We believe we have a meritorious case,” Yoo said, “or we wouldn’t have filed it.” 

Back to Top 

 

Authorities consider toll hikes on seven Bay Area bridges (KTVU Ch 2) 

Late this spring, Bay Area voters could get the chance to decide if tolls on seven bridges should 

increase. 

The Metropolitan Transportation Committee's Bay Area Toll Authority will receive a report on 

Wednesday recommending a toll hike of as much as $3 a trip, which would mean that crossing 

the Bay Bridge during rush hour would cost $9. For Vallejo residents who work in San Francisco, 

for example, their daily cost  would be $17 because the commute demands they cross two 

bridges. 

The money would finance a $4.45 billion slate of transit and highway improvements, according 

to the "Regional Measure 3" language. If the measure is passed, the hike would be phased in 

over six years, starting with $1 increase in January of 2019. By year 2025, the $3-hike would be 

in effect. 

FILE ART: Bay Bridge toll booths. (Photo by Justin Sullivan/Getty Images) 

That committee will vote on whether to put the toll increase on the June ballot. 

If the committee approves the idea, voters in all nine Bay Area counties would get to decide the 

measure.  

That’s even though drivers in Alameda, Contra Costa and Solano counties are the ones most 

frequently crossing the bridges. Art La Riviera of Benicia told KTVU on Wednesday said the hike 

would be tough - it seems like gas and tolls cost more, but salaries are not going up to match. 

The bridges are: The Antioch Bridge, Benicia-Martinez Bridge, Carquinez Bridge, Dumbarton 

Bridge, Richmond-San Rafael Bridge, Bay Bridge and the San Mateo-Hayward Bridge.  

http://www.ktvu.com/news/authorities-consider-toll-hikes-on-seven-bay-area-bridges
https://mtc.ca.gov/about-mtc/what-mtc/bay-area-toll-authority-bata
https://mtc.ca.gov/our-work/advocate-lead/regional-measure-3


The Golden Gate Bridge would not be affected, since it is operated by its own district, not the 

state. 
 Back to Top 

 

CA: More Sites Bought for Downtown San Jose Google Transit Village, Scope 

Appears to be Widening (Mass Transit Magazine) 

Google's realty ally has scooped up two more downtown San Jose parcels -- acquisitions that 

suggest the scope has widened for a Google village proposed for the city's urban core. 

TC Agoge Associates, a group controlled by Google's development ally on this project, San 

Francisco-based Trammell Crow, paid a total of $1.3 million for the two properties, which are 

each a short distance from the Diridon train station and the SAP entertainment center in 

downtown San Jose. 

In the most recent deal, Google's TC Agoge ally paid $650,000 on Jan. 3 for a residential 

structure at 195 N. Autumn St. -- which is outside of the primary areas of interest where sites 

were being purchased on behalf of Google. The new North Autumn site is between West Julian 

and West St. John St. and is part of a square block east of the SAP parking lots. 

The latest acquisition hints that Google and Trammell Crow have widened the section of 

downtown San Jose where the tech titan wants to develop offices. 

On Dec. 21, Google's TC Agoge partner paid $650,000 for a vacant lot at 551 W. Julian St. that 

was sold by a government entity supervised by the city of San Jose. The property is due north of 

the SAP Center. 

Mountain View-based Google plans to build 6 million to 8 million square feet of offices on the 

west side of downtown San Jose, enough space for 15,000 to 20,000 of the company's workers. 

The development would rise next to the Diridon Station, which already is a hub for light rail, 

Amtrak, Caltrain, ACE Train and bus lines, and is slated to be the nexus for future BART and 

high-speed rail stops. 

Back to Top 

 

Microtransit: How cities are, and aren’t, adapting transit technology 

(Curbed.com) 

A new report over lessons on adapting transit to an on-demand world 

In the age of Uber and Lyft, many planners and pundits believe the answer to mass transit’s 

shrinking ridership and service issues must be better technology. But a new study of 

http://www.masstransitmag.com/news/12390058/more-sites-bought-for-downtown-san-jose-google-transit-village-scope-appears-to-be-widening
http://www.masstransitmag.com/news/12390058/more-sites-bought-for-downtown-san-jose-google-transit-village-scope-appears-to-be-widening
https://www.curbed.com/2018/1/9/16871474/microtransit-mass-transit-uber-lyft


municipal microtransit—small-scale, on-demand public transit services—suggests the real issue 

is whether planners and transit agencies are asking the right questions in pursuit of a 

technological upgrade. 

Written by a team of authors and released by the Eno Transportation 

Institute, UpRouted looked at existing and ongoing case studies of microtransit services in the 

U.S. By utilizing some form of on-demand service and booking, these pilot programs aimed to 

address urban mobility’s changing landscape, one radically shifted by mobile technology. A 

recent University of California Davis study found that a growing number of potential bus and 

rail riders were utilizing Uber and Lyft services to get around, especially during off-peak hours. 

“On-demand, dynamic route, new mobility services have changed customer expectations 

around transportation and public transit agencies want to be responsive to these 

changes,” UpRouted notes. 

Well aware of these consumer and technological shift, public transit agencies have attempted 

to adjust. The report analyzed a handful of pilot programs meant to solve the challenges facing 

urban mass transit: ridership declines, costs and inefficiencies, and insufficient options, 

especially for resources for underserved communities. 

Research from the Shared Use Mobility Center (SUMC) found that transit systems could build 

upon and bolster public transit offerings by adapting on-demand dynamic route transportation 

technology. But reaching that potential requires tricky service adjustments, not just 

tech. UpRouted offers an important lesson for any would-be transit savior. Early trials have 

shown it’s better to build on existing services than try to create entirely new systems. Or, in 

tech vocabulary, try to iterate as opposed to disrupt. 

Two recent trials point to problems in execution, with services designed around the 

technological possibilities for problem-solving, as opposed to more focused iterations on 

existing transit lines. 

In Kansas City, the Kansas City Area Transportation Authority (KCATA) tested out Bridj, an app-

based way to request rides that picked up passengers in 14-person vans and dropped them off 

at work. The year-long trial, which kicked off in March of 2016, offered a one-way, commuter-

based service; rides were only available during rush hours in the morning and evenings, and in 

one general direction. 

A map of the service areas in the Bridj transit test in Kansa City. TransitCenter 

Crunching survey data from the year-long trial suggested that Bridj’s limited nature turned 

away many riders; without midday options or a more flexible service area, the concept was 

mostly adopted by a committed core of users. “A service with a larger and less linear operation 

area with a larger operation window may have provided customers their desired 

flexibility” UpRouted concluded. 

https://www.curbed.com/2017/11/16/16667260/microtransit-bus-shuttle-transloc-transit-agency
https://www.enotrans.org/etl-material/uprouted-exploring-microtransit-united-states/
https://www.curbed.com/2017/10/11/16459004/uber-lyft-transportation-driving-urban-planning
https://la.curbed.com/2017/7/6/15870178/elon-musk-lyft-shuttle-public-transportation-traffic


Another tech transit test, FLEX, a service of the Santa Clara County’s Valley Transportation 

Authority (VTA) in the Bay Area, was also hampered by a limited service area, as well as 

technical and marketing shortfalls. Converted 26-passenger buses could be hailed via a 

smartphone within a 3.25-square mile service area, using pre-defined pick-up and drop-off 

spots. FLEX even guaranteed pick-ups within seven-and-a-half minutes. 

The issue, again, was casting too wide a net without enough focus. The original service area, 

drawn to zero in on an area lacking transit connections, didn’t reach the nearby light rail stop 

(the pilot was later expanded to make that connection). Like Bridj, FLEX only appealed to a 

small core of users, didn’t meet the needs of enough riders, and was discontinued after six 

months due to low utility and high costs. 

Another test showed how microtransit can work, especially if it iterates on existing 

services. First-mile, last-mile trials with companies such as Uber and Lyft have shown progress. 

In Centennial, Colorado, the city launched a program to subsidize rides to and from the local 

light rail station, which proved a cost effective way of improving transit and rail ridership. 

In western Alameda and Contra Costa Counties in the east San Francisco Bay, which are served 

by low-performing bus routes, the local transit agency decided to replace it with a more 

responsive, efficient system. Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District (AC Transit) initiated the 

Flex pilot in early 2016. The agency replaced bus line 275 with a responsive system that allows 

user to book rides, allowing for more efficient routing. It didn’t utilize a mobile app, but instead 

allowed user to schedule pickups online ahead of time. Users could also take the Flex line home 

from a nearby BART rail connection and input their destination into an on-board tablet. 

More important to the eventual success of the trial, AC Transit did extensive outreach and 

marketing, unlike FLEX and Bridj. Everyone who lived within a quarter-mile of the line was sent 

a flyer, bus stations were plastered with ads, the new service even ran in parallel with the 275 

for eight months, giving users a chance to try it out before committing. 

The AC Transit’s Flex system isn’t perfect, but the agency found the switch offered faster rides 

for many customers, and was revenue neutral. The agency plans to expand the system, aiming 

to provide more efficient, quicker service. The authors found that AC Transit “knew it had a 

clear customer base for this line, albeit low density and low demand,” and that by focusing on a 

specific challenges and customer base, they were able to generate significant ridership. 

“On-demand, dynamic route technology options provide a new value proposition for public 

transportation customers, but it is critical to remember that this technology cannot solve all of 

public transportation’s challenges,” the report notes. 

Back to Top 

Why San Jose fell from first place to No. 11 on 'best performing cities' list (Silicon 

Valley Business Journal 
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After a five-year run in the Milken Institute’s ranking of “best-performing cities” in the United 

States — three of those years at No. 1 — the San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara metro area 

dropped to 11th in the 2017 rankings released Wednesday. 

The primary reason was predictable. 

“It is due to a number of factors including the affordability of housing for workers,” Minoli 

Ratnatunga, who leads the institute’s regional research effort, said in an interview. 

Taking over the top spot in the rankings — which the Santa Monica-based institute says 

“provides an objective benchmark for examining the underlying factors and identifying unique 

characteristics of economic growth in metropolitan areas — was Provo-Orem, Utah, which 

“outperformed all other metros by a wide margin,” Minoli Ratnatunga said. 

The full list is here. 

Ratnatunga said Silicon Valley’s housing crisis was reflected in two measures on which the index 

is based: job growth, which dipped slightly below the national average, and a negative out-

migration in population. 

But whether 2017 is an aberration in San Jose’s top five run or the reversal of a trend is more 

difficult to say. 

“Our index is a relative index, so it’s partly how fast is San Jose growing but also what are its 

peers doing,” she said. “There are metros across the country that entered the recovery much 

later than San Jose did and now they’ve got a lot of growth to catch up on. A lot of them are 

doing that. 

“Similarly, since it’s a very growth-focused index, it was very impressive to see San Jose take the 

top spot for three out of the last five years, something that is unusual. Sustaining top tier 

performance on this index takes a lot.” 

There are two factors in the index that she called “stock measures,” which she says are unlikely 

to significantly change over time, which are still strongly in San Jose’s favor. 

San Jose “comes with whole slew of tech-related advantages that make growth in other places 

more difficult — access to VC funding and the strong pool of high-tech talent, the research 

universities and the ties between the research universities and the private sector. 

San Jose and San Francisco’s performance in the index, which dates to 2002, have generally 

been closely linked but also volatile. During the 2012-2016 period when San Jose held first 

three times and in the top five each year, San Francisco was first in 2014 and in the top five 

three of the other years. 

But in 2002, SF and SJ were ranked 54th and 61st, respectively, and both dropped the following 

year into the mid-100s. They were ranked as recently as 2010 in the triple-digit range. 

http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/milken-institute/211665/
http://www.best-cities.org/best-performing-cities-2017-large-cities-rankings.html


In 2011 both cities leapt — San Jose 81 spots all the way to 51, the third-highest climb that year 

among all the metro areas the institute regarded as large — in what the report described as “a 

story of renewed expansion in IT equipment and services and a flurry of activity in the social 

media space.” San Francisco jumped 51 places to 52nd. 

A year later, San Jose was on top. 
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From: Board Secretary  

Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2018 2:05 PM 

To: VTA Board of Directors 

Subject: VTA’s BART Silicon Valley Berryessa Extension Project 

Importance: High 

 
VTA Board Members, 

 

This is to advise you that an update about VTA’s BART Silicon Valley Berryessa Extension was 

shared at this morning’s BART Board of Director’s meeting. A brief statement was made that they 

expect VTA to hand over the project by the end of March at which time they will need six months to 

do system integration and operator training. Media is now asking if there is an updated timeline for 

passenger service. 

 

As you are aware, we completed static testing (which included all track, communications and signal 

testing along the trackway) back in October last year. We are far along in the dynamic testing phase, 

which tests train movements, simulating train service up to 80 miles per hour. We’ve been doing this 

practically around the clock, two shifts per day.  

 

Testing has been going very well. Dedicated trains and BART personnel have been made available 

for this effort so that when it is handed over to BART for full integration testing and operator training, 

it is anticipated to go much smoother than if we were working in a silo. BART has maintained that 

they need up to six months for this effort but, because of the collaboration happening during the 

current testing phase, we remain optimistic that system integration and training may be condensed 

to get it delivered by the date identified in the FTA Full Funding Grant Agreement. 

 

At the end of the day, both VTA and BART are doing everything right and possible to get this to the 

finish line which ultimately is safe, reliable and fully-integrated BART service to Silicon Valley. 

 

Brandi Childress 
Media and Public Affairs Manager 
 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 North First Street, San Jose, CA 95134 

 
 

Find us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn 
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VTA Daily News Coverage for Thursday, January 11, 2018 

1. Opening of BART’s San Jose extension faces probable delay (San Francisco Chronicle) 

2. Milpitas: BART on schedule for June opening, VTA says (Mercury News) 

3. Hundreds of BART cars just became short-people friendly (San Francisco Chronicle) 

4. New Mountain View mayor: It’s all about housing, transportation and immigrant rights 

(Mercury News) 

5. Senator Jim Beall's Reaction to the Governor's Budget (sd15.senate.ca.gov) 

6. First look: 1 million-square-foot Diridon office development moves forward in San Jose 

(Silicon Valley Business Journal) 

7. Metro suggests changes to Kids Ride Free, ways to deal with attacks on bus drivers 

(wtop.com) 

 

Opening of BART’s San Jose extension faces probable delay (San Francisco 

Chronicle) 

Commuters eager to hop on a BART train to or from San Jose will probably have to wait until 

fall, at least three months later than projected, BART officials said Thursday. 

It’s not their fault, they said. 

BART will need six months of testing before beginning the new service, but the Santa Clara 

Valley Transportation Authority, which is responsible for building the 10-mile extension from 

Warm Springs/South Fremont Station to Berryessa Station in east San Jose, hasn’t yet handed 

over the new tracks. 

Under an agreement between the two transit systems, VTA has to allow BART six months of 

testing and to obtain California Public Utilities Commission certification. BART officials say they 

don’t expect to be able to start until March because VTA still needs to complete its own tests. 

“If testing goes its full six months, it’s obvious that service would not start in June,” Bob Mitroff, 

BART’s chief development and planning officer, told the Board of Directors on Thursday. 

http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Opening-of-BART-s-next-track-extension-faces-12491996.php


 A specific projection would have to come from VTA, he said, but BART has the final say on 

when service starts. 

Brandi Childress, a VTA spokeswoman, said the agency is optimistic it can get the necessary 

testing and certification completed in time for a June opening. VTA is working with BART 

engineers to test simulated service on the extension, using empty trains, 20 hours a day, she 

said. 

By working with BART, Childress said, VTA hopes to identify and resolve problems on the 

extension early. 

“So, when it is handed over to BART, we expect the testing to go much smoother,” Childress 

said. “We have been optimistic of staying on this path of delivering service” by June. 

When construction started in 2012, the two transit agencies agreed it would open in June 2018. 

But soon after, as work surged ahead of schedule, VTA officials began predicting an early 

opening — by the end of 2017. In August, after consulting with BART, they backed off the 

prediction and said service would start as originally scheduled. 

VTA is putting the finishing touches on the extension’s stations in Milpitas, near the Great Mall, 

and in Berryessa, near the San Jose Flea Market in east San Jose. It’s also testing the 

computerized train control system, trying to discover and repair any glitches. 

Then it will turn the extension over to BART, which will work on integrating the new line into its 

system, a complex process expected to take six months, Mitroff said. The opening of the Warm 

Springs extension, last March, was delayed by at least six months because of difficulties tying 

the extension into the existing BART system. 

Childress said the tests on the Berryessa extension involve running trains through Warm 

Springs/South Fremont and onto the new tracks. The tests ran into difficulties converting that 

station from an end-of-the line facility into an intermediate stop. 

Now VTA is trying to make up for lost time and get back on track, she said. 

“Our team is trying so hard to compensate and do what we can to shave some time off the 

schedule,” Childress said. 

Back to Top 

 

Milpitas: BART on schedule for June opening, VTA says (Mercury News) 

Milpitans can look forward to Bay Area Rapid Transit service in June, Santa Clara Valley 

Transportation Authorities officials insist — exactly on schedule. 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/01/11/milpitas-bart-on-schedule-for-june-opening-vta-says/?utm_campaign=Echobox&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#link_time=1515700438


But it won’t be another month or so until the agency — which is constructing the $2.3 billion 

extension line from the Fremont border into Berryessa — hands controls over to BART for more 

testing. Since September, VTA has been running trains at full speed up and down the 10-mile 

line of track, in what’s called the dynamic testing phase. BART will need to do its own tests once 

it takes over. 

“They’ve had a lot of successful tests,” Brandi Childress, a VTA spokeswoman, said. “Literally 

thousands of tests are being done to make sure it’s fully integrated and safe for passenger 

service.” 

James Allison, a spokesman for BART, said he’s under the impression that the extension into 

Silicon Valley will open in June as scheduled. 

In April, VTA had announced that the project was ahead of schedule and would open in 

December. By August, the agency backtracked and said it wouldn’t be ready until June. At the 

time, spokespeople cited the changes that would need to be figured out to switch the Warm 

Springs / South Fremont train from an endpoint to a station where trains would pass through. 

Once testing was underway, “the unknown factor was coordinating with BART,” Oxo Slayer, a 

transportation planner for VTA, said. 

When it opens, the Milpitas BART Station will serve as the city’s transportation hub. Buses 

currently operating out of the Great Mall will move to the station — which will also include a 

lane dedicated to corporate buses to serve employees at tech firms such as Google and Intel. 

The Milpitas station features storage for as many as 180 bikes, and a six-and-a-half story 

parking garage. On opening day, parking will cost $3. 

The station has a sloped green roof with a skylight in the center. Visitors can walk through the 

concourse from the main entrance to the bus stations and VTA’s light rail, which will offer a 

newly direct line to Mountain View. 

Natural light filters down through windows at ground level onto the subway tracks below. 

Exposed steel beams and straight-edged patterns in the concrete speak to Milpitas’ industrial 

history — with the former Ford Motor Co. plant (now the Great Mall) across the way, Slayer 

said. Patterned tiles — some made to look like circuit boards — in the below-ground station 

reflect the area’s tech economy. Custom stained glass windows depict the eastern foothills. 

Berryessa’s station has a more natural, environment theme, Slayer said. That includes more 

landscaping, concrete patterned with wavy lines and twisting steel beams made to “look like 

trees.” 

BART fares out of both stations will correspond to the agency’s cost formula, Allison said. A trip 

up to six miles will cost Clipper holders $2; between 6 and 14 miles will cost $2.05 plus 15 cents 

per mile; more than 14 miles will cost $3.22 plus nine cents per additional mile. Paper tickets 

incur 50 cent surcharges. 



BART will operate a police substation at the Berryessa station for about six officers, Allison said. 

Santa Clara County sheriff’s deputies will have jurisdiction over bus zones and the stations’ 

parking lots. 
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Hundreds of BART cars just became short-people friendly (San Francisco 

Chronicle) 

BART trains just became a bit friendlier to fun-sized folks. Some cars now feature longer hand-

holding straps. 

The hanging straps, easily reached by commuters on the short side, have been installed in 187 

cars with modified seating plans, BART announced Thursday. The altered carriages include one 

row of single seats – a short-term fix to increase capacity on trains until new BART cars are 

finally rolled out. 

Early social media reaction to the extended straps was generally positive. Many BART riders 

responded to a BART Twitter post announcing the change with their heights – 5-foot-1! 5-foot-

2! – and a series of exclamation marks. 

"Thank you! I'm sick of [having] to stand on my toes," said Ellen Miller. 

"Now I don't have to use scarves or umbrellas to hang on to the railing!" exclaimed a 

resourceful Al Flandez. 

Back to Top 

 

New Mountain View mayor: It’s all about housing, transportation and 

immigrant rights (Mercury News) 

In an interview Tuesday afternoon before he was officially named mayor of Mountain View, 

Lenny Siegel said he believes the City Council already has set a good course for the coming year. 

He said major issues facing the city are housing, transportation and protecting residents against 

the anti-immigrant actions of the Trump administration. 

“We’ve already pretty much set a course on building a lot of not just housing, but new, denser 

neighborhoods, expanding the housing supply significantly,” he said. “We just have to make 

sure that it is done right. Mountain View, at least, is trying to solve the regional housing crisis.” 

A key to accomplishing that is the recently approved precise plan for the North Bayshore area, 

where almost 10,000 new homes are to be built along with new office space and retail uses, 

Siegel said. 

http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/bart-longer-straps-modified-cars-short-people-12491645.php
https://twitter.com/SFBART/status/951540155785076736
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/01/11/new-mayor-its-all-about-housing-transportation-and-immigrant-rights/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/01/11/new-mayor-its-all-about-housing-transportation-and-immigrant-rights/


Residential buildings there will be allowed to be as tall as 15 stories. 

“Not all the buildings will be that tall,” Siegel noted. “It’s not going to be a monolithic 

development. Mountain View already has a couple of 11-story buildings that nobody seems to 

notice. The development won’t be overwhelming. 

“We’re trying to set an example in building mixed-use neighborhoods that are walkable. Given 

the challenges of traffic and reducing traffic, it’s the only way to go,” he added. 

And what comes along with that new development — in North Bayshore and elsewhere in the 

city — is the need for improved transportation, Siegel said. 

More bicycle lanes have already been installed, Siegel said, and the city will continue that trend. 

In fact, Siegel — who is often seen riding his bicycle around the town and carries his helmet into 

meetings as a way to bring attention to biking — said he plans to hold monthly “Rides with 

Lenny,” so that “people can see the state of our bicycle infrastructure.” 

“I find we get a different perspective of the city at the speed of a bicycle,” he said. 

The city meanwhile has initiated studies on automated transportation for one or two corridors 

leading from North Bayshore to the Castro Street downtown area. 

“Mountain View has become a destination city,” Siegel said. “But we can’t add any more cars to 

downtown Mountain View. There’s no space for them.” 

That’s why the city is developing what Siegel called a “conceptual master plan” for creating a 

multimodal transportation center at Castro Street to become a gateway. There’ll be 

underground parking, offices, retail and residences above. Caltrain and and Santa Clara Valley 

Transportation Authority’s light rail already use the station, and a new automated system from 

North Bayshore would also connect there. 

Siegel said the city  has been studying different automated transportation systems, including an 

elevated monorail, and is hoping to develop some sort of public-private partnership to pay for 

it. 

Some council members have been talking with their counterparts from the cities of Cupertino 

and Sunnyvale about extending such a system along Highway 85. 

“In other cities and countries,” Siegel said, “transportation has been built by such partnerships. 

Transit has to be paid for by companies like Google and Apple — they are generating the traffic, 

they are the ones that will benefit from the transportation, and they have money. 

“Google is responsible for a lot of our problems,” Siegel said, “but Google usually steps up and 

tries to help solve the problems. Apple has a very poor record of contributing to local 

communities.” 



Siegel expressed pride in the activism he sees in Mountain View, especially regarding the 

protection of immigrant rights. 

“After Trump declared his immigration ban, a bunch of us, about a thousand, went to the San 

Francisco airport to protest it, on a Monday,” Siegel said. “The next day, I gave a speech at 

Google in Mountain View. It was a rally, organized by Google employees, and supported by 

management. There were 2,000 people there. The same chants, the same signs as at the 

airport, but fewer gray hairs. 

“The tech workers, the younger tech workers, the driving force of the industry, represent a 

fresh air politically in this area. I hesitate to say ‘progressive,’ because the whole left-right 

spectrum idea is out of date. …. But, yes, there is support from my generation, but also a lot of 

support from younger tech workers. … 

“I was an activist at Stanford in the ’60s,” Siegel said. “Back in the ’60s, Stanford and Palo Alto 

were centers of activism. It’s interesting to see people with activist backgrounds, companies, 

the Chamber of Commerce, all have similar positions on Trump and immigration. The 

companies value the contributions of immigrants from all over the world. 

“And Mountain View has stood up, to challenge the Trump administration and the Republican 

Congress 

on these issues. I suspect we’ll have to keep doing it,” Siegel said. 

Back to Top 

Senator Jim Beall's Reaction to the Governor's Budget (sd15.senate.ca.gov) 

Senator Jim Beall, D-San Jose, chairman of the Senate Transportation and Housing, issues this 

statement regarding Governor Brown’s proposed 2018-2019 budget: 

“I support the Governor’s cautious approach to the budget given the uncertainty about how 

California will be affected by the new federal tax plan and federal cuts to health care. We need 

to protect the state’s existing health care programs. It is prudent to hold back money until we 

can understand the impacts of the federal budget and tax laws. We will be carefully studying 

the ramifications of the actions taken in Washington, D.C. 

“It is wise to put more state dollars in the emergency rainy day fund and continue paying down 

debts and liabilities as much as possible. If there are opportunities to increase funding for 

schools and colleges, I believe we should do that. 

“As for transportation budget, I support the fast implementation of projects funded by SB 1. We 

are going to insist that the money be spent quickly to reduce the backlog of road repairs and I 

support investments in public transit modernization to take cars off the road, such as the BART-

to-San Jose extension. I am also very glad to see the Governor’s budget preserves the climate 

change actions that were agreed upon last year.’’ 

http://sd15.senate.ca.gov/news/2018-01-10-senator-jim-bealls-reaction-governors-budget
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First look: 1 million-square-foot Diridon office development moves forward in 

San Jose (Silicon Valley Business Journal) 

Two Bay Area developers are forging ahead in gaining approval for a more than 1 million-

square-foot office proposal in San Jose's Diridon Station area and this week released some of 

the first renderings of the project. 

The three-building development by TMG Partners and Valley Oak Partners would replace a slew 

of industrial buildings and parking on a nearly 5.5-acre site at 440 West Julian St. That’s smack-

dab in the middle of where Google and its Texas-based development partner, Trammell Crow, 

have been eagerly scooping up real estate for a potential mixed-use office campus where up to 

20,000 Google employees could eventually work. 

The area “has the potential to serve as the new focal point of Silicon Valley," TMG Partners 

CIO Matt Field and Valley Oak principal Steve Fisher said in a statement. The companies did not 

make representatives available for further comment. 

“Our belief is that Diridon Station, in particular, will activate this historically industrial part of 

downtown San Jose into a bustling, inclusive, economic powerhouse," the developers said. 

Both Google and the TMG and Valley Oak partnership are still in the early planning phases for 

their respective developments. 

Google and the city are currently negotiating over the price of 16 key, publicly owned parcels in 

the area. San Jose officials say they are still likely months from an agreement that would help 

lock in a new campus spanning as much as 8 million square feet for the Mountain View-based 

tech giant. 

Meanwhile, San Jose City Planner Nizar Slim estimated in an interview last month the TMG and 

Valley Oak development was still at least six months away from gaining final approval, assuming 

all goes well. 

“That is the optimistic timeline,” he said. “It could go longer.” 

Denser development 

Last month, the San Jose City Council voted to approve a rezoning of TMG and Valley Oak's 

property from industrial to what the city calls “Transit Employment Center,” zoning, which 

allows for office and higher-density development. 

If the project is ultimately approved by the council, the site — bounded by Autumn Parkway, 

North Autumn and West Julian streets — would be filled with a set of six-story, modular-looking 

https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/01/09/tmg-partners-valley-oak-san-jose-diridon-google.html?ana=e_mc_prem&s=newsletter&ed=2018-01-10&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1515606127&j=79480131
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/01/09/tmg-partners-valley-oak-san-jose-diridon-google.html?ana=e_mc_prem&s=newsletter&ed=2018-01-10&u=oboFmgl6no%2FBUgbE98AM%2Bw0d876644&t=1515606127&j=79480131
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/tmg/201411/
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/google/100651/
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Matt%20Field
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Steve%20Fisher
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2017/12/14/google-san-jose-diridon-campus-timeline-land-buys.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/search/results?q=Nizar%20Slim


office buildings, each with large windows and tan, wooden-looking finishes on the outside. 

Renderings show upper floor setbacks turned to patio space outfitted with plants and trees. 

San Francisco-based TMG and San Jose-based Valley Oak’s early plans show the three buildings 

would range vastly in size. The smallest would span 157,000 square feet, while the next-largest 

building would offer 367,000 square feet of office space. The largest office building would reach 

nearly 500,000 square feet in size. 

Floorplates in the development would range from 27,000 square feet to 90,000 square feet. 

City plans show that the development group is looking to consolidate the more than two dozen 

parcels on the site into four – including one for each building. The site would also include four 

levels of underground parking with about 2,264 parking spots, which would come with its own 

condominium map, meaning the parking could be split up and sold separately, if desired down 

the road. 

“Conceivably, if [the buildings] are on their own parcel they could be sold of separately,” Slim 

said. “But if you were to sell it, you would want to sell the associated parking that comes with 

it.” 

New York-based Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates is designing the project. 

A source familiar with the plans said Tuesday that the group didn’t yet have a general 

contractor locked in place, but plans submitted to the city in December name Milpitas-

based Devcon Construction Inc. as the contractor. Those plans also name San Francisco-

based The Guzzardo Partnership as the landscape architect. 

Mark Schmidt, managing director at CBRE Group Inc., is marketing the project. 

“KPF’s unique architecture, with its extra-high, multi-faceted window line, multiple-floor 

outdoor terraces, and large floorplates brings a product to the market that San Jose has never 

seen before," he said in a statement this week. "The project is ideal in meeting the needs of 

today’s large technology users. 
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Metro suggests changes to Kids Ride Free, ways to deal with attacks on bus 

drivers (wtop.com) 

 Repeated problems with free rides for D.C. students regularly create conflicts and could 

sometimes lead to attacks on Metrobus operators, a panel of transit industry experts are set to 

tell Metro’s Board Thursday. 

http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/fox-theatre/1651526/
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/devcon/300533/
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/tgp/326531/
http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/cbre-group/125841/
https://wtop.com/tracking-metro-24-7/2018/01/metro-suggests-changes-kids-ride-free-ways-deal-attacks-bus-drivers/
https://wtop.com/tracking-metro-24-7/2018/01/metro-suggests-changes-kids-ride-free-ways-deal-attacks-bus-drivers/


As part of a broader review of Metro’s response to, and efforts to prevent, bus operator 

assaults, the peer review panel from the American Public Transportation Association found 

many DC One cards do not work, have been lost or are given to non-students. 

The panel also suggests Metro provide more training both on how to prevent assaults and how 

to deal with them after they happen, including encouraging the Metro Transit Police to collect 

saliva samples for DNA analysis when drivers are spit on. 

Metro should also give bus operators suggested responses to questions about riding free rather 

than instructing them to remain silent or quote the fare, the panel said. 

While Metro has installed protective shields on some buses, cameras on all buses, and deploys 

police officers to the most high-crime routes, the panel suggested Metro consider whether 

“additional resources are necessary to reduce bus operator assaults.” 

“The Panel notes there is a gap between the expectations of bus/rail operations personnel and 

the actual number of police personnel available for deployment,” a summary of the findings 

said. 

Metro hopes a public-relations campaign aimed at “humanizing” bus operators, de-escalation 

training and a renewed emphasis on the use of silent alarms on buses could help. 

The panel suggested adding a personality test to the hiring process to better identify people 

with customer service and problem-solving abilities. 

Metro has also called for the ability to ban people guilty of assaults from using the transit 

system. 

Metro Transit Police must better account for the actual number of assaults by reviewing crime 

data after cases are closed, the review panel said, but assaults still rose at least 29 percent in 

2017 — from 70 to 90 as of Dec. 9. 

Kids Ride Free changes suggested 

Metro is suggesting changes to give students preloaded SmarTrip cards each school year 

instead, and to remove the restrictions that limit use of the card to stations in D.C., Capitol 

Heights, Friendship Heights, Southern Avenue, Silver Spring and Naylor Road. 

The restrictions are a major reason students have ended up with negative balances attached to 

their cards for going even one stop farther. 

Metro blocks anyone with a negative balance from using the system, even if the card also has a 

valid pass. As of this week, riders are no longer allowed to exit the system if it would leave their 

card with a negative balance. 

An estimated 40 percent of D.C. public, charter and private school students still fail to tap in or 

out on Metrorail or buses for their free rides this school year — and that’s actually a dramatic 

https://wtop.com/dc-transit/2017/10/metro-calls-help-bus-driver-assaults-urine-sunny-delight-attacks/
https://wtop.com/dc-transit/2016/04/tased-covered-hot-coffee-spit-metro-drivers-hope-fewer-assaults/
https://wtop.com/dc-transit/2016/06/3-8-million-free-rides-metro-students-skip/


improvementfrom the estimated 66 percent who failed to do so over the 2016-2017 school 

year, Metro said. 

But ongoing problems with students having negative value on their cards — which now 

prevents them from using the system — or confusion among private school students about how 

to activate the pass on the DC One school ID card, now leads to “confusion, frustration and a 

lack of compliance, making it easier for students to rely on flashing the card or not using it at all 

instead of tapping it at the fare gates,” Metro Board documents said. 

If students don’t tap their cards, Metro loses the ridership data that is important for federal 

funding. The official ridership numbers can also change regional funding formulas. 

Metro is not proposing any changes to the per-student pricing of the program, which is paid for 

by the D.C. government. 
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